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1864. 


Karl ftuMell, Sferetory of State for Foreign Affaire. 


No 

Date. 

1864. 

R<*ceipt. 

1864. 

Sckjkct. Page 

1. Mr. \Y. Harrison 

2. To Mr. W. Harrison .. 

Jan. 7 

Jan. 12 

Jan. 11 

Any truth in rumoured imprisonment of British Consul 
in Abyssinia ? Any news of Vice-Consul Sjieedy ? 1 

No official information rei'cived of Consul Cameron’s 
imprisonment. Mr. Speedy not British Vice-Consul 
at Massowah .. .. .. .. 1 

3. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 7.) 

Jan. 11 

Jon. 23 

Arrival at Khartoum of a French General, Count do Bis¬ 
son and suite. Supposed intention of French Govern • 
ment to release M Lejean. Rumours of intended 
Egyptian invasion of Abyssinia. Assurance given to 
Viceroy that British Government had no intention of 
interfering in internal affairs of Abyssinia, but would 
not sanction any hostile step either on the |*urt of 
Egypt against Abyssinia, or of Abyssinia against 
Egypt. Rumoured cession of district, sup|K>sed to 
tie Bogos, to Count Bisson, and of M. Lejean having 
entered service of King of Abyssinia .. .. 2 

4. Board of Trade 

5. To Lord Cowlev 

(No. 131.) 

Feb. 3 

Feb. 4 
1X63. 

Feb. 4 

Letter from Dr. Beke inquiring whether any report had 
tieen received from Consul ut Massowah rmqHicting 
trade <>f Abyssinia .. .. ..3 

Copy of Mr. Colquhoun’s dspatrh of January 11. 
French expedition on ita way to Abymiiiia * .. 3 

6. Consnl Cameron 

(No. 17.) 

Oct. 1 

Feb. 6 

From (iondar. Residence Certificate .. .. 4 

7. Consul Cameron 

(No. 18.) 

Oct. 2 

Feb. 6 

Account of M. Lejean’s being chained by King 
Theodore. Return of King Theodore's messenger 
(M. Bardel, a Frenchman) from France, with Enqieror 
Nspeleon's reply to King Theodors’!) letter. letter 
considered by King to Is- wanting in proper 
respect to him. Charge of defamation of character 
brought by M. Bardel against M. Lejean. Order 
sent to M. Lejean to leave ; his departure with Dr. 
I^»garde, and Consul Cameron’s uction in the matter 1 
lnclosure 1. M. Drouyn de Lhuys to King Theo¬ 
dore. March 24, 1863 .. ..5 

lnclosure 2. Consul Cameron to Mr. Flad, Djendo, 
Septeml»er 20,1863 .. .. .. 5 

8. Consul Cameron 

(No. 19.) 

Oct. 5 

1864. 

Feb. 6 

From Gmuinr. Dismissal of M. I^ejean. Conversation 
with the Aboona respecting religious toleration. Dis- 
apiiomtnieiit of the King at no allusion being made 
by Knqieror Napoleon in his letter, to King Theodore's 
saddle ; and annoyance at passage respecting Roman 
Catholic Missionaries .. .. ..6 

9. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 10.) 

Jan. 20 

Feb. 6 

Despatch from Consul Cameron, who does not appear 
to have received despatch ordering him to return to 
Massowah .. .. .. 7 

10. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. IS.) 

Part II. 

Jan. 23 

Feb. 6 

Rumoured detention of Consul Cameron by King 
Theodore at Gondar. No truth in report of M. Lejean 
having proposed to take service with Abyssinians. 
Account of his expulsion. King suspidous of every 
one, and committing acts of violence. Territory 
ceded to Count Bissou was in Taka, uot Bogos. Has 
ordered person in charge at Massowah to send at 
once to Captain Cameron and impress uf»on him 
urgent necessity of endeavouring to quit the interior, 
and return to the coast .. .. .. 7 

b 
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LIST OP PAPERS. 


1804. 


[Earl RumelL, 


No. 

11. To Board of Trade 


12. To Lord Cowle 


IS. M. Muslims 


(fro. 178.) 


(Private., 


18*. To M. Musurus 

14. Lord Cowley .. 

(No. 294.) 

15. To Consul Cameron 

(No. 1. 

16. Te Vice-Consul Walker 


17. Mr. Colquhoun 


(No. 22.) 


18. To Mr. Colquhoun 


19. To Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 16.) 


Date. 
1864. 
Feb. 9 


Feb.17 
Feb. 23 

Feb. 
Feb. 28 

Feb. 29 

Feb. 29 
Feb. 24 


20. Mr. Colquhoun 


'No. 25.) 


Mar. 9 


Mar. 9 


Mar. 17 


21. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 822.)| 

22. Vioe-Consul Walker .. I Mar. 23 


Receipt. 

1864. 


Feb. 24 


Feb. 24 


Mar. 8 


Mar. 28 


Apr. 7 


Subject. 


Page 


No report yet received from Captain Cameron in 
reply to I>r. Beke’s inquiries respecting Trade of 
Abyssinia .. .. .. ..8 

Despatch respecting Abyssinia .. ..8 

Money borrowed by Captain Cameron and Mr. Walker, 
from Perteu Kffendi, Ctazoacam at Massowah. and not 
returned by them. That they be called upon to pay 
the debt .. .. ., .. 8 

Captain Cameron and Mr. Walker will be called upon 
for an explanation. 

Neither French Emperor or French Government ever 
In-ard of the name of Count Bisson, supposed to have 
been sent on a mission to Abyssinia .. .. 9 

To explain circumstances under which he borrowed 
money from Perteu Effendi, Caynacam of Massowah 9 

Do. do. do. do. 10 


Letter from Rev. C. Haussmann to Consul Petherick. 
Account of King's cruel treatment of Rev. Mr. Stern 
and his two servants, both of whom were beaten to 
death. Intervention of Captain Cameron with the King 
by letter King’s inquiry respecting answer to his letter 
to the Queen. Search of Mr. Stern’s papers. Offensive 
remarks against the King found in the papers of Mr. 
Stem and Mr. Rosenthal. Both chained in consequence. 
Captain Cameron had been in Gondar since bcgmmng 
of Septemlwr, 1863, waiting for answer from British 
Government to King Theodore’s letter of October, 
1862. Arrival of letters from Euglaud, but nothing 
for the King. Position of Captain Cameron. 
Rumoured Egyptian invasion. Captain Cameron not 
recognized by the King as Consul. Detained with 
others. Not likely to be set free until an answer 
arrive* from British Government to King's letter. 
Danger of employing forcible means for release of 
prisoners. Suggests pacific means and presents. 
Captain Cameron prevented from writing. Ilia 
letters stopped on the mad. Mr. Colquhoun suggests 
that Colonel Merowether, Resident at Aden, might 
send some one to Gornlar, to demand immediate 
lilieration of British Consul and othor British 
subjects 

Inclosure 1. Consul Petherick to Mr. Colquhoun, 
Khartoum. January 4, 1864. offering his services. 

Inclosiire 2. Rev. C. Haussmann to Consul 
Petherick, do., January 4. Left Goudar, No¬ 
vember 26, arrived at Mutemma, December 5, and 
at Khartoum, December 30 

Telegraphic. Resident at Aden should avail himself of any 
means he may have for applying to King Theodore for 
release of Consul Cameron and other British subjects, 
and should warn the King of serious consequences 
which may cusue 

Recording above. Resident at Aden cannot demand, 
but should use his best exertions to induce King to 
set aU Europeans, not British subjects, at liberty 
also .. .. .. 

lias informed Viceroy that Emperor and French 
Government have no knowledge of Count Bisson’s 
Mission. Letter from Consul Petherick, giving 
accounts of Count Bisson’s movements .. 

Inclosure. Consul Petherick to Mr. Colquhoun, 
Khartoum, January 12, 1864 

Copy of above despatch from Mr. Colquhoun 


10 

10 


11 


12 


12 


13 

13 

14 


Explanation of circumstances under which money 
borrowed by Captain Cameron and himself from 
Perteu Effendi, Governor of Massowah .. .. 14 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


iii 


Sec re tary of State for Foreign A fairs.] 1804. 


No. 

23. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 28.) 

Date. 
1864. 
Mar. 28 

24. Consul Cameron 

(No. 14.) 

1863. 
July 1 

25. Consul Cameron .. 

(No. 15.) 

July 1 

26. Consul Cameron 

(No. 16.) 

Aug. 15 

27. Mr. Colquhoun .. 

(No. 40.) 

1864. 
Apr. 11 

28. Dr. Beke 

Apr. 28 

29. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 59.) 

Apr. 28 

30. To Dr. Beke 

May 4 

31. India Office 

May 11 

32. Lord Shaftesbury 

May 15 

33. Dr. Beke. 

May 18 


Receipt. 
1864. 
Apr. 7 


Apr. 18 
Apr. 18 


Apr. 18 


Apr. 21 


Apr. 29 


May 7 


May 11 


May 16 


May 18 


Subject. 


Page 


Receipt of despatch of March 9. Has sent instruction* 
to Colonel Merewether respecting steps to be taken 
with a view to the liberation of Consul Cameron and 
others .. .. .. 14 


From Djenda. Residence Certificate 


15 


Arrival at King’s camp, in December, 1862, of M. 
Lejcan, ap{>ointed French Consul at Massowah. His 
reception. Presentation of letter from Emperor 
Napoleon to King Theodore. Regret of Emperor 
that Franco had supported Agon Negoosic. Forcible 
detention of M. Lejean on his detnaudiug permission 
to leave for Massowah. Afterwards permitted to go 
to Uaffat under surveillance. Detained until answer 
arrives from Em|wror Najoleon to King Theodore’s 
letter, sent in November, 1862 .. .. 15 

State of affairs on Matemma side of Abyssinian frontier 
when be was there. Hostile attitude of Pasha of 
Soudan. Descent made by him on Wild Niuuner. 
Demand made by Pasha on King Theodore for his 
surrender, or that he be kept in check, on pain of war 
with Egypt. Theodore lias been plundering Barca 
tribes. Cannot Interfere further than he has done 
with good effect. Is waiting for replies to his 
despatches of October 31, 1862, in Older that he 
may communicate result to King and leave. Raid 
made by Theodore on Rebel in Godjam, and 16,000 
of his soldiers killed .. .. ..16 

Letter from Lieut.-Colonel Merewether. No vessel at 
his command. No mau-of*war on the station. Has 
sent to Bombay, but has, properly speaking, nothing 
to do with Abyssinia. |IIas applied to Government 
under whom he serves for instructions. Departure 
of Mr. .Speedy from Massowah about January 18, 

1864, without finally communicating with Consul 
Cameron. No bad tidings then received .. 16 

Last letters from Europe whhh arrived at Gondar, 
including despatches to Captain Cameron ordering 
him to return to Massowah, unfortunately fell into 
King’s hands. Mr. SjH'cdy gone to Australia. 

Rev. Mr. Stem’s sentence of death commuted for 
imprisonment for life . ..17 

Letter from Colonel Merewether. Mr. Petherick or 
Mr. S. White Baker might have Is-eu employed in the 
matter, but does not know where they are. Con¬ 
firmation of rejiort of imprisonment, in irons, of 
Captain Cameron, Mr. Stern, and others. No reply 
received from Bombay. Is quite helpless at Aden 
from want of vessels of war. Indiau Navy ha* 
ceased to exist. Does not think captives arc in 
danger, but will do his utmost to obtain their release. 

Mr. Speedy gone to New Zealand. Disturlied state 
of Abyssinia. Movement of Egyptian troops. 
Rumoured escape of M. Lejcan. Pencil note from 
Captain Cameron dated February 14, 1864, received 
at Massowah March 21. “No release until civil 
answer to King's letter arrives." 

Thanks for letter of April 28 .. 

Returning papers relating to Abyssinia stmt to India 
Office, May 5, 1803 (drspokh from Captain Cameron, 

No. 18, of October 31. 1862, including letter from 
King Theodore to the Queen) .. .. 20 

Inclosing letter for Mr. Stem, giving extract from 
Captain Cameron’s pencil memorandum alluding to 
necessity for civil answer to King Theodore's letter 
to the Queen. Minute-. “ Is there any letter of the 
King of Abyssinia unanswered," uud Mem. in reply. 

Qry. as to the employment of Dr. Beku to convey 
reply to King's letter .. .. ..20 

Acknowledging letter of May 4, and renewing the offer 
of his services .. .. .. .. 26 


18 

19 
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LIST OP PAPERS. 


1864. [Earl M 



Date. 

1864. 

Receipt. 

1864. 

Subject. Page 

7)4. India Office 

May 21 

May 23 

Farther despatches from Colonel Merewether. Captain 
Cameron has been in chains for last five months. All 
despatches for him kept at Mas sow ah, no one daring to 
deliver them. Imprisonment ami ill-treatment of oilier 
European men and ladies. M. Bijon. (t Count Bisson.) 26 
Inclosure 1. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 

Sir C. Wood, April 20, 1864 .. .. 26 

Inclosure 2. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 
Secretary to Government of Bombay, April 20, 

1864 .. .. ..26 

Inclosure 8. Commander Thyne to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Merewether, April 20, 1864 .. 26 

Inclosure 4. M. Delmonte to Lmu tenant-Colonel 
Merewether, April 13, 1864 .. .. 27 

Inclosure 5. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Sir 

0. Wood, April 26, 1864 .. .. 27 

Inclosure 6. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 
Secretary toGovernmentof Bombay, April26,1864 28 

85. Mr. OolQuhoun 

(No. 68.) 

May 10 

May 23 

| Is unable to send to King Theodore. Mr. Petherick on 
his way down the Nile. Mr. 8. W. Baker to the 
westward of the Blue Nile. Mr. Barroni died four 
months ago beyoud Sou akin. Further reports from 

Kev. C’lias. Il&'tssmann of ill-treatment and imprison¬ 
ment of Consul ('amerou and others .. .. 28 

Inclosure 1. Consul Putberick to Mr. Cohjuhoun, 

March 26 .. .. .. .. 29 

Inclosure 2. Rev. C. F. Ilaussm.-um to Cousul 
Petherick, Matemma, Feb. 14 (17).. .. 29 

86. Rev. G. P. Badger 

37. Minute .. ,.| 

i May 24 1 

May 24 
May 25 

May 24 

Suggestion of Mr. Hassam that Theodore should be 
acted upon through Coptic Patriarch. Offers hJs own 
services, either alone or in a subordinate position to 
Brigadier-Gcuerul Coghlan .. .. .. 29 

Proposed draft reply of letter from Queen to King of 
Abyssinia .. .. .. ..30 

38. Minute .. .. 

May 26 


Draft letter from Queen to King of Abyssinia .. 31 

39. Minute 

May 26 

•• 

Draft letter substituted for the preceding.. .. 32 

10. India Office 

. 

June 4 

i 

June 4 

Colonel Merewother's instructions should have been 
sent from the Secretary of State for India, or from 
i the Government of Bombay, and not from Secretary 

1 of State for Foreign Affairs, through Consul-General 
in Egypt. Much time lost in consequence. Under 
circumstances, India Office will Is* happy to forward 
any instructions from the Foreign Office best adapted 
to meet emergency of the case .. .. 38 

41. Rev. 0. P. Badger .. 

\ 

June 4 

j 

June 4 

Interview with Mr. Murray. No Agent to be sent 
from England to Abyssinia. Suggestions os to send¬ 
ing letters to King. Mr. Hassam might take them 
to Massowali. Mr. Barroui would l«e a good person 
to be iutnisted with them. No letters sent in an 
informal way likely to make Theodore relent. A duly 
accredited Agent to the King would be in no personal 
danger. Ship of war should be sent to Massowali.. 34 

42. Major K. Plowden 

1 June 4 

June 8 

Offer of his services to obtain release of Captain Came¬ 
ron and others .. 34 

Testimonials .. .. .. ..35 

48. Mr. Layard 

June 

*. 

Testimony iu favour of Mr. Hassam .. ..41 

44. Rev. G. P. Badger 

June 4 

June 4 1 

Further suggestions on same subject (No. 41) .. 42 

45. Mr. James Murray 

June 6 

^ June 

Memorandum of conversation with M. Badger. Ilis 
unfavourable opinion of Captain Cameron. Thinks a 
woman had more to do with King’s displeasure than 
the non-receipt of a reply to his letter. Not desirable 
that another European should be sent. As to accept¬ 
ing assistance of Coptic Patriarch. No better person 
than Mr. Barroni could be employed to carry a letter, 
if he could be found. Serious want of a ship of war 
in Red Sea .. .. .. .. 42 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


▼ 


Secretary of State Jor Foreign Affaire.'] 


No. 

46. Mr. Beecroft .. 

Date. 
1864. 
June 6 

Receipt. 

1864. 
June 11 

47. Mr. Layard to Mr. Murray 

June 10 

• • 

48. To India Office .. 

June 10 

•• 

50. To India Office 

June 11 


49. To Mr. Beecroft 

June 11 

•* 

51. To Major Plowden 

June 14 

•. 

52. India Offioe 

(Confidential.) 

June 14 

Juue15 

53. To Mr. Cohjuhoun 

June 16 


54. To Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 15.) 

June 16 

.. 

55. To Admiralty .. 

Juue 16 


56. ludia Office 

(Confidential.) 

June 16 

June 16 

57. Memorandum .. 

June 


58. To India Office .. 

Jane 17 ; 

•• 


1864. 


SUBJECT. P HP 

Inclosing letters from Mr. Dolton, calling attention to a 
paragraph in “Leeds I ntellig*iKW, M respecting - perse¬ 
cution in Abyssinia of British subjects.'* Non-rvply 
of British Government to King Theodore’s letters 
proposing to tend an Embassy to England, and asking 
whether their safe passage through Egypt could be 
gn aranUo d, said to be the cause of their imprison¬ 
ment. His son prepared to go at once to Abyssinia, 
and carry a despatch to the King from British Govern¬ 
ment .. .. .. ... 44 

That a reply bo returned to Mr. Bcccroft’s letter .. 45 


Urgency of the case induced Lord Hussell to com¬ 
municate direct with Aden instead of through India 
Office .. ,. ,, ., 45 

Drafts of letters proposed to lie addressed to Cousuf- 
General in Egypt ami Admiralty to secure release of 
Consul Cameron and others. That services of officers 
at Aden bo afforded in the matter. That Mr. II. 
Knssam 1 >o neat on a mission from Aden to Mae- 
sowali. and, if necessary, to Gomlur. Suggestions as 


to course to be adopted .. ,. .. 46 

To thank Mr. Duftuu for his letter (No. 46) .. 45 

Thanks for offer of services .. .. .. 46 

Message to Political Agent at Aden. Letter will be 

sent from Queeu to King Theodore. Mr. Hussain 
will carry it to Massoruh. To detain steamer 
*' Dalhousie" .. .. ..46 

Telegraphic. (Same as No. 52.) ., .. 47 


Every effort should be made to obtain release of Consul 
Cameron and other Europeans detained at Gomlar. 
Letter enclosed from Queen to King Theodore. To usk 
Patriarch of Copt* to write letters to King Theodora 
and the Aboona, entreating the King to release tho 
prisoners. As to transmission of the letter, and its 
translation into language of Abyssinia .. ..47 

Indoaure. Letter from Her’ Majesty to King of 
Abyssinia, May 26, 1864 .. .. 48 

That bearer of Queen’s letter to King Theodore bo 
conveyed from Aden to Massowali in a ship of war.. 48 

Readiness to plane Mr. Hassam at disjH»s«l of the 
Foreign IHRce. Would wish to see his instructions, 
which should lie sent through India Office to Political 
Agent at Aden, for delivery to Mr Hassam .. 49 

Instructions to be given to Mr. Hassam on his 
proceeding to Abyssinia Selected by Hit Majesty’s 
Government to proceed to Massowali, and, if need¬ 
ful, to Abyssinia, to procure release of Captain 
Cameron and other Kuro|*‘aus. Cause of detention 
alleged to l»o the non-receipt of letter from the Queen, 
in answer to letter from King Theodore. Copy of 
Queen's letter annexed. Original will be translated 
into language of Abyssinia. Coptic Patriarch in 
Egypt exjwcted to write also to King Theodore and 
the Aboona. Should Is* conveyed to Massowali in a 
“hip war. Should write to King himself from 
Massowali, and send on letter from Coptic Patriarch, 
and await King** reply. Instructions not binding. 

May use Ids own discretion. Her Majesty’s Govern- 
meat have full confidence in him .. ,. 49 

Copy of ditto. Telegram sent to Aden through Cousui- 
Agent General in Egypt, respecting conveyance of 
Queen’s letter to Massowali by Mr. Hassam in Mhip 
of war .. .. .. ..50 


June 17 


June 18 


No ship of war in Bed Sea or near Aden, 
to Trincomalee if necessary .. 


Will send 

.. 50 


59. Admiralty 

Part U. 


c 













LIST 07 PAPERS. 

1864. 


SCBJBCT. 


[Airf JttesriZ, 




▼i 


No. 

60. To Admiralty .. 

Date. 

1864. 
June 18 

Receipt. 

1864. 

• • 

61. Admiralty 

June 18 

June 20 

62. To India Office .. 

June 21 

•• 

68 . India Office 

(Confidential.) 

Juns 22 

June 22 

64. India Office .. ., 

m (Confidential.) 

June 24 

June 25 

65. Mr. Read© 

(No. 8.)! 

Juue17 

July 1 

66. Mr. Reade 

July 2 

July 3 

67. Mr. Reads 

July 3 

July 3 

68 . To Mr. Reade .. 

July 6 

• • 

69. Mr. Reade 

July 6 

July 6 

70. Mr. Reade 

July 8 

J uly 8 

71. Mr. Reade 

(No. 5.) 

June 30 1 

July 9 

72. Mr. Reade 

(No. 8.) 

July 4 

July 12 

78. Mr. Ayrton 

1 

July 4 

July 12 

74. Consul Stanley 

(Private.) 

July 6 

July 

75. To Mr. Reade .. 

July 19 

•• 

76. Mr. Kinnaird and others 

July 18 

July 20 

/ 






Conditional instructions might be sent through the India 
Office, respecting orders for ship of war from Trinco- 
tnalee. Steamer “ Dalhousie” may possibly be at Aden 50 


Instructions tent to Boml»y and Trincomalee for a 
ship of war to be sent to Aden, in event of services of 
4 ‘ Dalhousie " not being available .. ..51 


Copy of correspondence with Admiralty respecting 
•ending a ship of war to Aden for conveyance of 
(Queen's letter to Massowah .. .. .. 51 


Letter to Admiralty autltorixing employment of ** Dal- 
bourne " for conveyance of Mr. KasMain to Massowah 51 
luclostire. India Office to Admiralty, June 21 .. 51 

Copy of letter to Political Agent at Aden respecting 
conditional employment of the ** Dalhousie” to convey 
Mr. Rassam to Massowah .. .. ..52 

Has forwarded message of Juue 15 to Aden and Bom¬ 
bay .. .. .. ..58 

Telegraphic. Cannot procure Amharic translation to 
Queens letter. Arabic translation procured. Sug- 
! gests alteration iu letter, with respect to Embassy 
and difficulties of journey .. .. .. 53 

Telegraphic. Suggestions confirmed by Mr. Ayrton. 
Makes further suggestions. Mr. Badger's views trust¬ 
worthy .. .. ..53 

Telegraphic. Queen's letter must be delivered. Bearer 
may explain that Iler Majesty will be happy to 
receive King Theodore’s Mission if His Majesty has 
no objection 0 Q account of difficulties .. .. 53 

Telegraphic. Can send messenger to King Theodore’s 
Chief Minister at Massowah to announce approach of 

Queen's letter, if desired .. .. .. 54 

Telegraphic. Receipt of telegram of 6th. King Theodore 
more violent and capricious. M. Bardcl imprisoned. 54 

Delay occasioned by difficulty iu obtaining Amharic 
translation to Queen’s letter. Reluctance of Copts to 
use their friendly offices with King Theodore .. 54 


Orouuds for offering suggestions with regard to pro¬ 
fs *sed communication with King Theodore. Forwards 
memorandum from Mr. Ayrton. Adds his testimony 
to importance of illuminating Queen's letter .. 55 


Memorandum. Importance of England's interests in 
lied Sea. Frencn policy and proceedings at Sues 
and elsewhere. Claim to Adulis (the port proper of 
Abyssinia). luq>ortance of conciliating King Theo¬ 
dore, and consenting to receive a Mission from him 
provided captives be allowed to iefiart. Queen's 
letter should have an illuminated border; other 
suggestions made with regard to it. King should be 
infonm«d at once that a Koval Letter is on its way 
to him. Memorandum as to routes and distances. 
Reception of Mission might be charged to India 
account .. .. .. ..55 

Iuelosure. Draft of projtoscd altered letter from 
Queen to King Theodore .. .. 57 

ProfHised Mission from King Theodore should be 
| «n*cepted. Good results would be sure to follow. 

! Abyssinia one of the oldest Christian Colonies .. 57 

| Telegraphic. Has Queen’s letter been forwarded to 
Aden. Would there be time to send an amended 
letter ? .. .. .. .. 58 


Minute of meeting of Church of Scotland's Com¬ 
mittee for Conversion of the Jews, praying that 
atefis be takeu by Her Majesty’s Government to 
extend protection to their Agents employed in 
Abyssinia, with viaw to secure the fullest protection 
for tlieir liberties, property, and lives. Necessity 
for erection of a Scotch Church at Alexandria under 
Consular Act .. .. .. ..58 


j 


0/State for Foreign Affair*.'] 


LOT 07 PAPVBti. 

. 1864 . 


89. India Office 

(Confidential.) 


Aug. 16 


Aug. 16 


No. 

77. Mr. Reade 

Date. 
1864. 
July 20 

Receipt. 

1864. 
July 20 

78. To Mr. Reade .. 

July 21 

• # 

79. Mr. Reade 

(No. 18.) 

July 11 

July 22 

80. To Mr. Reade .. 

(No. 21.) 

July 26 

, # 

81. To Mr. Reade .. 

(Private. J. M.) 

July 27 

•• 

82. India Office 

(Confidential.) 

July 28 

July 29 

83. To India Offioc .. 

Aug. 1 


84. Mr. Reade 

(No. 16.) 

July 22 

Aug. 2 

85. Rev. H. A. Stern to 
Mr*. Stern .. 

Apr. 12 

Aug. 8 

86. Mr. Cecil 

Aug. 8 

Aug. 9 

87. To Mr. Cedi .. 

Aug. 9 


88. Mr. Reade 

(No. 21.) 

Aug. 4 

Aug. 15 


Subject. 




Telegraphic. Queen’s letter left Sue* July 12. Will 
write to Political Agent at Aden to detain it until 
further orders .. 


“ Dalhousie,” is at Aden, and available for conveying 
Mr. Krtssaiii to Massowah with Queen's letter ., 

Iiidosure 1 . Lieutenant-Colonel Merewother to 

Sir C. Wood, July 4 .. ,. ., 

Inclosure 2. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 

Sir C. Wood, July 5 .. ,, 

Inclosure 3. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 

the Government of Bombay, July 3 

Hint thanks be conveyed to Political Agent at Aden 
for steps taken to forward Queen's letter 

Has lieonthle to stop letter he had written to Aden to 
detain Qm^eu's letter .. ,. ,. 

Comments on the sufferings of himself and fellow- 
prisoners. M. Bardel said to be the cause of the 
quarrel between King and European*. Nono can 
uiave till King obtains reply to letter he wrote to 
British Government two years ago .. ,, 

M rs. Cameron is most anxious to obtain news of her son, 
Captain Cameron 

To tell Mrs. Cameron that steps were taken long since 
with view to obtain release of her son .. 

ita foment received from an Abyssinian (Wadeer), 
lately in Cuptain Cameron's service at Gondar, relative 
to proceedings and position of Captain Cameron and 
his companions. Isuve given by King to Consul 
Cameron (about May, 1863), to visit Aden. vi4 Tigrd. 
lie went to Mutemma, where lie stu>ed sixteen 
days with the Governor, and returned to Gondar. 
Rumour of a Turkish invasion followed. Consul 
Cameron renewed his request to I* allowed to go 
to Aden. King angry at this, and imprisoned him 
and others. All put in irons. Names of the im¬ 
prisoned ami ao& unt of their treatment. No other 
cause of quarrel. Bardel also in prison, but Dr. 
Legarde escaped. Intercession of the A boons. and his 
consequent imprisonment. Believes the narrator of 
this story to bo a spy, and his statement only 
partially true .. 

Queen's letter, with letters from Coptic Patriarch, 
arrived at Aden, July 19. Mr. Rassam starts for 
Massowah, July 20 th 

Inclosure l. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 
Sir C. Wood, July 14 .. 

Inclosure 2. Statement of Wandeer (T Wadeer).. 
Inclosure 3. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 
Sir C. Wood, July 20 .. 

Inclosure 4. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 
Bombay Government, July 20 


59 


Telegraphic. Not to write to Political Agent at Aden. 

Let letter go on .. .. .. .. 59 

Queen’s letter, with Arabic translation, left Alexandria 
July II, with letter from Coptic Patriarch to King 
Theodore and the AUtoim at Gondar. Obtained the 
good offices of Viceroy. Colonel Merewether iu- 
formed thnt Queen will lie happy to receive King 
Theodore’s Mission .. .. .. 69 

Inclosure 1. Letter from Patriarch of Egyptian 
Copts to King Theodore, July 5, 1864 .. 60 

Iuelosure 2. Letter from Patriarch of Egyptiau 
Copts to Atnha Salama .. .. .. 60 

Approving steps taken for transmission of Queen’s 
letter to King Theodore .. .. .. 60 

To avoid excess of zeal 


61 


61 

61 

62 

62 


62 


68 


63 


63 


64 


64 


65 

65 

66 

66 

66 









LIST OF PAPERS. 


1864. 


[Earl RtmcU, 


No. 

90. India Office 

(Confidential.) 

Date. 
1864. 
Sept. 3 

Receipt. 
1664. 
Sept. 6 

91. Admiralty 

Sept. 3 

Sept 5 

92. India Office 

Sept. 29 

Sept. 30 

93. Mr. Ayrton 

Sept. 19 

Oct. 11 

• 

94, To Mr. Ayrton .. 

Oct. 15 


95. To India Office .. 

Oct 15 

.. 

96. Board of Trade 

Nov. 7 

Nov. 9 

97. Acting-Consul Calvert 
(No. 3.) 

Nov. 4 

Nov. 21 

98. To India Office 

Nov. 23 


99. War Office 

Diic. 1 

Dec. 3 

100. To War Office .. 

Dec. 9 

.. 

101. Mrs. Stem 

Dec. 13 

Dec. 15 

102. Colonel Adair .. ,. 

Dec. 14 

Dec. 16 


Subject. 


of Captaiu Cameron and other* 

Inclosure 1. Lieu tenont-Colonel Merewether to 

Sir C. Wood, Aug. 3 .. 

Indoetire 2. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 
Bombay Government, Aug. I 

n.M.S. “ Pantaloou ” left Trincoraalee for Aden, 
July 9. “ Dalhounie” left Aden for Massowah with 
the Mission, July 15 (T 20) .. 

Arrival of Mr. RasMam at Massowah, July 23. Steps 
taken by him to carry out hi* in*t ruction* with regard 
to liberation of captive* in Abyssinia. Dr. Blanc's 
kindness to Purtoo Effendi, Kaimacam of Mussowah, 
during a severe illness. Hi* kindness to Mr. Kassaui 
in return. Sent letter* to the King, July 24 
Inclosure 1. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 
Secretary to Government, Bombay, Sept. 6 
IndoMurc 2. Mr. Hussain to Lieutcnaut-Colonel 
Merewether. August 19 

Indosure 3. Mr. Kussarn to King Theodore, July 24 
luclosure 4. Mr. Ra**aw to the Abooua Salama, 
July 24 

Arrival of Rev. Mr. IlausHinanri, of German Pilgrim 
Minsiou, at Cairo, Sept. 17, 1664. News from the 
captive*. Any infonuation respecting Abyssinia 
which is published reaches King Theodore, aud, if 
not agreeable to him, is visited vindictively on pri¬ 
soners. Position of places and distances.’ M. Le- 
jean’s appointment as Frendi Consul at Massowah. 
Dcsoatch from Isird Russell to Consul Cameron 
readied him Nov. 23, 1863. Disappointment of King 
at there being no letter for him. Torture of Rev. 
Mr. Stern in September or October, 1863. Account of 
imprisonment of Mr. Stern and other*, und the causes 
for the same. Captain Cameron first imprisoned, Jan. 2, 
1864. Tortured in May, 1864. Mr. lluussraann’s 
favourable opinion of the King. Irritation of King 
caused greatly by continued revolt of hs-al chiefs. 
King has store of fire-arms near ftebra Talior. 
Armv estimated at between 100,000 and 150.000 men, 
chieny spearmen. Threat of force likely to prove fatal 
to prisoners. Difficulty of reads into Abyssinia, either 
by Rod Sea or Mutcuuna. Account of the Slave 
Inide carried on by Mussulmans on the \\ lute Nile 

ThankB for letter of September 19 

Copy of letter from Mr. Ayrton of September 19 

Inclosing memorandum from Mr. Cooley, on most 
secure {taKsage to reach interior of Abyssinia, for 
purposes of trade 

News from Mussowuh to October 11. Mr. Rassam 
waiting there for reply to his letter to the King. 
Captain Cameron still in confinement 

Copy of Mr. Cooley’s memorandum respecting trade 
with Abyssinia. Observations on it might be invited 
from Officers at Aden, or from those who have studied 
the district ., 


sowah, respecting stores supplied, May, 1661 ? 

£3 2#. 8 d. .. .. .. ..76 

No answer received, Consul Cameron involuntarily 
detained at Gondar .. .. 76 

Article in “Christian Work,’’ of December 1, 1864, by 
Mr. Krnpf. That more vigorous efforts be made to 
obtain release of her husband and other captives in 
Abyssinia. Cause of Mr. Stem and Mr. Rosenthal’s 
ill-treatment said to be discovery of passages in their 
journals disrespectful to King’s mother. Account of 
their torture. King’s pride at idea of being de¬ 
scended from King Solomon. Couutnr devastated 
by famine and rewjle. Duty of England to avenge 
insults to her Representatives .. .. 77 


Sterttary tf StaU for Fortign Afairt.] 1864. 


Ma 

103. To Colonel Adair 

104. To Mrs. Stem.. 

105. India Office .. 


106. Lodi* Office .. 


Date. 
1664. 
Doe. 17 


Dec. 17 


Dec. 29 


Receipt. 

1664. 


Dec. 29 


Subject. 


Pt* 


Latest intelligence of Captain Cameron. All proper 
measures being taken to obtain his release .. 79 

All proper measures being taken to obtain release of 
her husband from captivity .. .. .. 80 

Letters from Political Agent at Aden, forwarding letters 
from Mr. Rassam. Mr. Rassam's messengers with 
hw 1st letter to the King, have reached Gondar safely. 
Contradictory report? respecting their treatment 
Best part of Gondar sackeo and destroyed by King. 
King’s cruelty. Desertions from hi* army. Successes 
of the rebels. Arrival of Abyssinian* with message* 
from Captain Cameron. Their sudden departure. 
Supposed to be spies. Captain Cameron said to be in 
want of money and sugar. Mr. IUssam discredit* the 
statement Roporteddcath of twoof the prisoners. Mr. 
Rassam ha* written again to the King,through Nuibof 
Arkecko. letter sent October 19. Has visited Dissee. 
Island reded to Turkey in 1659. French given up all 
pretentions to it Deiartore of Purteu Effendi, Kai- 
maicau from Massowah to Constantinople, on account 
of ill-health, September 16. His great kindnes* and 
assistance to Mr. Rassam. Hopes British Govern¬ 
ment will acknowledge it „ .. ..80 

Inclosure 1. Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Merewether. October 10 .. .. 80 

Inclosure 2. Do. to do. October 12 .. 81 

Incloeure 3. Do. to do. November 4 .. 82 

Indmiure 4. Mr. Rassam to King Theodore, Octo¬ 
ber 17 (2nd letter) .. ..83 

Incloeure 5. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 

Mr. Rassam, November 13 .. ..83 


Due. 


Doc. 


Letter from Political Agent at Aden. Further letter 
from Mr. Rassam. Return of the messengers sent 
to Gondar by M. Mttiudnger, Oct. 11, 1864. Captain 
Cameron is in want of money, sugar, and rice. Has 
sent them to him. letter from Captain Cameron, 
addressed to M. Munxinger, Acting French Consul at 
Massowah. Went after him to Bogus, where he had 
gone to settle some feud between the Christians aud 
Mahometans of neighbouring tribes, but found he had 
gone to Kassala. Captain Cameron does not wish Mr. 
Rassam to go to Gondar at present. Allusion to the 
Belgian adventurer Count de Bisson. King Theodore 
much annoyed at his proceedings. Probably the main 
cause of apprehension and imprisonment of Captain 
Cameron and the Missionaries. Mr. Rassam fears that 
his messengers have been imprisoned. Rebellion on 
the increase. Captain Cameron, Mr. Stern, and Mr. 
Rosenthal still chained. All prisoners, except Captain 
Cameron, live upon charily. Altoona liberated, but 
still in disgrace. Mr. Ciurus and one of Mr. Stern’s 
servants dead 

luclosure 1. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 
Secretary to Bombay Government, Dec. 10 
luclosure 2. Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Merewether, Dec. 2 

Inclosure 8. Pieces of intelligence brought from 
Gondar, Nov. > \ 


84 

84 

84 

86 


1865 



1865. 

1865. 

107. To India Office 

Jan. 2 

m m 

(Private.) 



108. India Office 

Jan. 2 

Jan. 4 


Thanks for perusal of private letters from Mr. Rassam, 
who it still at Massowah, and has received no com¬ 
munication from the King. King believed by natives 
to he invulnerable .. .. .. 89 


Opinions of Sir William Coghlan aud Dr. Beke on 
Mr. Cooley's memorandum, respecting means of facili¬ 
tating commercial iutareourse with interior of Abyssinia 

d 


69 


Pa*t IL 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 


1865. 


[Earl Ruutll . 


No. 

109. Mr. Raasam to Mr. 
Layard (Private.) 

Date. 
1864. 
Dec. 28 

Receipt. 

1865. 

Jan. 

110. Mr. Raaaam to Mr. 
tayard 

1865. 
Jan. 20 

• 

Feb. 

111. Mr. Kassam to Mr. 
Badger 

Jan. 20 

Feb. 

112. Captain Detboroogh .. 

Feb. 2 

Feb. 6 

118. Mr. Reran* 

Jan. 31 

Feb. 2 
• 

114. Mr. Coles 

Feb. 7 

•• 

115. To Mr. Keraus 

Feb. 7 


116. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 2.) 

Jan. 24 

Feb. 8 

117. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 8.) 

Jau. 27 

Feb. 8 

118. Mr. Kassam .. 

1864. 
Dec. 19 

Feb. 

119. To Mr*. Stem .. ) 

Col. Shafto Adair ( 
Dr. Koran* .. i 

Capt. Desborough ) 

1865. 
Feb. 9 


120. Sir W. Coghlaii 

Feb. 8 
and 

Feb. 10 

• • 


Subject. 


PBgt, 


False report of hie messengers having been imprisoned. 
Kindness shown to him by Purtoo Efftndi. Comments 
on passage iu Queen’s letter respecting proposed 
Embassy 


98 


Description of King Theodore’s treatment of Egyptian 
Commissioners in 1863. Will be most prudent and 
cautious when he goes to the King. Thinks, in reply 
to Sir W. Coghtan and Mr. Badger’s inquiry, that if 
the former were sent on a regular Mission to 
Abyssinia from England, but not until after captive* 
have been released, great good would arise. Does not 
agree with Mr. Badger in thinking King is displeased 
at dignity of his own Mission. Observation* on Adulis 
root*, Hus been treated with utmost honour by 
Turkish Authonties and Native Chiefs .. ..99 

Rebellion on the increase. Shoa and the Walloo 
Gal la* in arms against the King. Should captives be 
at Magdala, us is reported, he will have no difficulty 
in oouw unicat ing with them. Is gone to Aden in tlie 
“ Victoria”. *■ Pantaloon" will remain at Massowah 
till he returns. Arrived at Aden, January 28 ., 100 

Copy of letter lie has addressed to the Queen relative 
to Captain Cameron'* cruel impriHonuieut .. 101 

Incloeure. letter from ('upturn De* borough to the 
Queen. Captain Cameron’s antecedents, Ja¬ 
nuary 31, 1865 .. .. ..101 

Any news of his son who went to Oondar, in October, 

1863, as Captain Cameron’s Private Secretary .. 102 

Memorandum on the imprisonment of Consul Cameron 
and other British subjects by the King of Abyssiuia. 103 

Latest news of the captives and of Mr. Kassaui’s en¬ 
deavours to obtaiu their release 

Conflicting reports from Abyssinia. Captain Cameron 
said to be chained hands and feet 

Interview with Chevalier de Ileughlin, a native of 
Wurtemberg. Ilia opinion on the Abyssinian diffi¬ 
culty. No truth in King being a drunkard. Killed 
1,800 persons in one day to avenge Mr. Bell’s death. 

M. do Ileughlin thinks Mr. Kassaiu acted wrongly 
in sending messenger before going to the King. 
Offers hia services .. .. .. 105 

Intelligence brought from Oondar by private messen¬ 
ger, Fautsh Wandafrash, sent from Massowah, Oct. 

28, 1884 .. ..106 

Latest from captives ; at Magdala about November 12, 

1864, all well .. 


104 


104 


107 


Memorandum on the Abyssinian difficulty, and how to 
get out of it. No further relations with Abyssinia 
desirable after release of captives. Embassy might be 
received. Insult and torture of British subjects, 
tatter in bauds of Mr. Kassam ought not now to be 
delivered. Theodore a parvenu and deu|>ot. but not a 
savage. Chief cause of King’s altered demeanour the 
not replying to his letter. Mr. Kassam's mission 
believed not to be of sufficient dignity ; he is looked 
upon as a mere messenger, ami not un Envoy. Hence 
cause of King’s not replying to his letter*. An 
Embassy, headed by an officer of rank, should now be 
sent, with presents, and a letter from the Queen 
different from the oue originally sent. Suggestions 
regarding its wording, Ac. It should l*c emblazoned 
and sealed. Abyssinian Monks, perhaps from Jeru¬ 
salem, should acconi|>any the Embassy. Doubts policy 
of asking assistance of Coptic Patriarch at Cairo. 
Adulis route preferable to that by Massowah. Ad¬ 
vantage might be taken of making inquiries about 
Coal in neighbourhood of Adulis. Question of asking 
King for an apology. King has sworn to put all the 
captives to death in event of advance of Egyptian 
army to their release. Course to be pursued in ©vent 
of release or death of captives before arrival of 
Mission. Difficulty cannot be overcome by force. Mr . 
kassam still at Maaeowah. Might be told to retain 
Queen’s letter for the present 


108 


/ 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


XI 




Secretary of Stott fir Foreign Affair*.] 1865. 


No. 

To Mr. Colquhoun 

Date. 
1865. 
Feb. 13 

1st 

• • 

Subject. Page 

Telegraphic. To inform Mr. Kassam that an amended 
letter will be sent to him by next mail; but may use 
his discretion as to waiting for it .. Suppt. 

To Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 6.) 

Feb. 13 

• • 

Recording ditto .. ... .. Suppt. 

121. Mr*. Stem 

Feb. 11 

Feb. 18 

Thanks for latest intelligence from captives .. 110 

122. Colonel Adair .. 

Feb. 13 

Feb. 14 

Do. do. ..110 

123. Dr. Beke 

Feb. 13 

Feb. 14 

Renewing his offer to go out to Abyssinia .. 110 

124. To Colonial Office 

Feb. 14 


Suggest* that a British Officer from Aden be sent to 
accompany Mr. Raaaam to the King of Abyssinia .. Ill 

125. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 11.) 

Feb. 2 

Feb. 16 

Telegraphic. News from Aden to January 21. Mr. 

Kassam still nt Massowah. King has taken no notice 
of him. Ha* told him to write again to the King .. Ill 

126. To Mr. Raaaam 

Feb. 17 


500 musket* will la* placed at hi* disposal as a present 
to King Theodore. May offer presents in name of 

Her Majesty’*Government .. .. ..112 

127. To Mr. Kassam 

Feb. 17 


letter from Queen t«* King Theodore (written on em¬ 
blazoned vellum and sealed with large signet) to Ih> 
substituted for one previously sent. To return tho 
one first sent. To send copies of hi* reports direct 
to Foreign Office .. .. .. 112 

Inclosure. The Queen to King Theodore, May 26, 

1864 .. .. .. ..112 

128. To India Office 

Feb. 17 

. . 

Forwarding Queen’s letter to be sent to Mr. Kassam.. 113 

129. To India Office 

Feb. 17 

.. 

Hopes “ Victoria ” will not !*• withdrawn from Aden.. 113 

130. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 15.) 

Fob. 9 

Fob. 23 

Copy of despatch from Acting-Consul Calvert at 

Jeddah, January 28. Arrival of AIsl-el-Meluk with 
new* from Massowah. Mr. Kussum Htill there. 

Dint url wince* on Taka Frontier. Treatment of the 
prisoner*. King given to gro*s intoxication .. 113 

181. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 17.) 

Feb. 11 

Feb. 23 

Movement* of Count BisNon in the Soudan. Claim 
agaiust the Egyptian Government. Interference of 

French Consulate .. .. .. 114 

132. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 18. Confidential.) 

Feb. 12 

Feb. 23 

Arrival of Abd-el-Me!ak at Cairo, February 10. Left 

Gebel Tabor, January 2, 1865, on n mission from the 

Aboona to the British Agent and Consul-General iu 

Egypt. Letter from Aboona taken from him on the road 
and destroyed. Intercesaion of the Aboona with the 

King. A hah ranee demanded by the King that no 
act of retribution shall follow <m the liberation of the 
prisoners. Captives temporarily released from ihains 
and from pri*ou .. .. .. .. 115 

Inclosure. Statement of Alnl-el-Melak. Feb¬ 
ruary 11, 1865 .. .. 116 

133. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 19.) 

Feb. 12 

Feb. 23 

May be give Abooua and hi* messenger present*, valued 
between £60 and £70? .. .. .. 117 

134. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 20.) 

Feb. 12 

Fab. 23 

Ftirthe r*-s|«eot.ing Abd-el-Melak. Observation* on 
potion of affairs .. .. ..118 

135. Mr. Hammond.. 

Feb. 23 


Memorandum. Latest nows of captives .. .. 118 

136. To Mrs.Stem and others 

;Feb. 23 

• • 

Latest new* from Abyssinia to January 2, 1865. 

Captives released from their chains and from prison, 
though kept under surveillance .. ..119 

137. To Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 8.) 

Feb. 27 


May return answer to Aboona, that if prisoners are all 
set free no further inquiry will be made or reparation 
demanded. British Government desirous of maintain¬ 
ing friendly relations with King Theodore, which would 
be impossible if he again imprisoned and ill-treated 
any British subject .. .. ..119 

To Mr. Colquhoun 
(No. 9. Confidential.) 

Feb. 27 


Extract from “ Pall Mall Gazette," of February 23, 
giving exact substance of inclosure in his Dispatch 
of February 12. (No. 132). Aboona’* message to 

British representative at Cairo. To make enquiries 
into the mutter .. .. . .Suppt. 

138. Colonel Adair .. 

Feb. 24 

Feb. 27 

Thanks for latest news of captives .. ..119 

139. Dr. Reran* 

Feb. 25 

Feb. 28 

Thanks for do. .. .. .. .. 120 

140. Mr. Caley 

Mar. 3 


For information respecting Captain Cameron .. 120 

Latest intelligence respecting Captain Cameron .. 120 

141. To Mr. Caley .. ..1 

Mar. 4 

• • 













LIST OF PAPMSM. 



No. 

Eari Cowley .. 

(No. *44.) 

Date. 

1865. 

Mar. 

■ Receipt. 
1865. 

Mar. 

Mr. Coiquhoun 

(No. 26.) 

Feb. 27 

Mar. 10 

To Mr. Colqnhoun 

(No. 18.), 

Mar. 10 

•• 

142. To War Office.. 

Mar. 11 

.. 

113. India Office 

(Confidential.) 

Mar. 17 

Mar. 18 

Mr. Colquhoun 

Mar. 8 

Mar. 20 

144. Mr. Colquhoun 

Mar. 12 

Mar. 20 

To Mr. Colquhoun .. I 
(Private.) 

Mar. 28 

•• 

145. Mr. Colquhoun 

Mar. 11 

Mar. 27 


146. ToMnaStern and others Mar. 27 

147. Dr. Beke .. .. Mar. 31 Vpr. 1 

148. Mr. Murray .. .. Apr. 3 

149. Mr. Colquhoun .. Mar. 21 Apr. 5 

(No. 39.) 


Sc EJECT. 


Suppt 


Contents of telegram of February 13, sent to Mr. 
Kassam. No amended letter from Queen yet arrived. Suppt. 

Copy of den patch from Earl Cowley respecting Count 
Bisson's proceedings .. .. Suppt. 


Hutton's proceedings .. .. Suppt. 

500 muskets for King of Abyssinia .. .. 120 

Intelligence from Mr. Ransom. Captain Cameron said 
to be badly treated by King. All prisoners said to 
have been taken by King to Shoa .. .. U0 

Mail arrived. No letter. If arms be sent, suspicions of 
Porte and Viceroy would be aroused .. Suppt. 

Receipt of despatch .. .. ..121 

500 flint muskets about to be sent to Aden, to be 
available as a present to King of Abyssinia, if 
required .. .. .. Suppt. 

Still believes in correctness of Abd-el*Melak’s story. 

Will write letter to Aboona. letter from Mr. 
Rassain enclosing others from the prisoners. Mes¬ 
senger sent to Captain Cameron with money, rice, 
and sugar has returned. Anxiety of Captain 
Cameron for 1,000 dollars to pay debts in¬ 
curred since his imprisonment. Has sent him 250. 
Assistance rendered to Captain Cameron by Mr. 

Flad and M. Sclumper. No allusion made by King to 
answer to his letter to the Queen. Count Bisson’s 
movements in Bogus. Mr. Rsasam’s opinion that the 
non-arrival of the Queen's letter bad nothing to do 
with the maltreatment of the captives, and only put 
forward by the King as an excuse. Will write 
again to the King. Account of Magdala King still in 
Shoa. Mr. Flad's account of Mr. Stem's imprisonment 
and of intercession of Captain Cameron. Despatch 
received by Captain Cameron from Foreign Office ac¬ 
knowledging receipt of King's letter of October, 1862. 
Captain Cameron's interview with the Kiug. Questions 
put to him about Queen's letter; and Ins replies. He 
aud others put in chains and tortumL Probability of 
prisoners starving. Mr. Schimper’s account of the 
cause of Captain Cameron’s arrest, Jan. 3, 1864, 
and subsequent imprisonment. His opinion that 
Mr. Uasaam might go to the King in safety, but 
would return without effecting his purpose, unless 
he had a letter for Kiug Theodore from the Queeu. 
Conduct of M. Bardel .. .. ,, 121 

lndosure 1. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 
Secretary to Bombay Government, March 5.1865 122 
Inclosurc 2. Mr. Hussain to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Merewether, March 2 , 1885 .. .. 122 

lndosure 3. Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassain, 
Magdala. Jan. 17, 1865 .. „„ 124 

a. Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassum. Magdala, 

Jan. 17 .. . .. 124 

n. Precis of intelligence brought down by 
Waldee Mariam bin Kantah, Feb. 22 .. 125 

C. Mr. T. M. Flad to Mr. Kassam, Gaffat, 

Jan 26.. .. .. ..126 

u. Mr. Sohimper to Mr. Kassam, Gaffat, 

Jan. 26 .. .. ..127 

News from captives to Jan. 17, 1865 .. .. 129 

Renewal of offer of services to go to Abyssinia .. 129 

Memorandum respecting Captain Cameron . 129 

Cony of bis letter to the Aboona Salama, telling him 
toot no demands will be made by British Government 
on King Theodore if Captain Cameron and others are 
released. Al*d el-Melak will take letter to Aboona 130 
Inciosure. Mr. Colquhoun to the Aboona Salama, 
March, 1865 .. .. .. 130 

List of presents .. .. .. ... 131 

500 flint muskets ready for Abyssinia, cost 

£304 16*. 6d. .. .. .. .. 131 


130. War Office 


.. Apr. 3 Apr. 6 


LIST OF PAPKR& 


StcrHary of State for Fortum A fain.] 


1865. 


No. 

151. Captain Des borough .. 

Date. 
1865. 
Apr. 5 

Receipt. 

1865. 
Apr. 6 

152. Major Leveson 

Apr. 

Apr. 6 

153. To Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 5. Consular.) 

Apr. 7 

• • 

154. India Office 

Apr. 7 

Apr. 7 

155. To Captain Dcsborougb 

Apr. 8 

•• 

156. To Dr. Beke .. 

Apr. 8 

• • 

157. To Major Leveson 

Apr. 8 

.. 

158. To Mr. Colquhoun 

Apr. 10 

.. 

159. Dr. Beke 

Apr. 17 

Apr. 18 

160. Lieut.-Co). Merewether 

Mar. 26 

Apr. 22 

161. Mr. Kassam to Mr. 
Layard 

Mar. 21 

Apr. 22 

162. Dr. Beke 

Apr. 29 

May t 

163. Mr. Colquhoun 

(Separate.) 

Apr. 22 

May 7 

164. To India Office 

May 12 


165. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

Apr. 16 


166. Dr. Beke 

May 19 

May 19 



• 


SCBJBCT. 


Apr. 6 Extract from “ Pall Mall Garotte.” News from captives 
to Jan. 17. Still in chains. Suggests that presents 
should be sent to King Theodore by bands of an 
English Gentleman. Letter arrived at Magdala from 
British Government, Aug. 19. 1864 .. .. 132 

lndosure. Letter from Mr. Stern to Mrs. Stem, 

Jan. 17, 1865 .. .. .. 132 

Apr. 6 Offers his services to go to Abyssinia .. .. 133 

.. Letter from Queen to King Theodore, sent to him in 

Egypt, has been seen by strangers in England. 
Breach of confidence on jxart of some one. To make 
searching inquiries .. .. .. 133 

Apr. 7 That allowance of 400 rupees a-month to Mr. Rassain, 
in addition to his pay. Is* confirmed by Iler Map-sty’s 
Government ., .. .. ..134 

.. Every exertion will be made to obtain release of Captain 

Cameron and others .. .. ..134 

.. Lord Russell will Ik* glad to see him after the 20th .. 134 

.. No oocaaion for his services ,. .. ..134 

.. Approving his letter to the Altoona .. .. 185 

Apr. 18 Will wait upon Lord Russell whenever commanded .. 136 

Apr. 22 Amended letter from Queen sent from Aden to Mr. 

Kassam at Masaowah, March 15, 1865. Original 
letter from the Queen returned. Lieutenant Prideaux, 

3rd Assistant Resident at Aden, leaves Aden, March 
27, to join Mr. Kussum at Mussowah. Muskets not 
arrived. Third letter not yet sent to King owing to 
expected arrival at Mussowah of Ibraheem, brother of 
Samuel, King's Steward. Mr. Hussain thinks mus¬ 
kets had Is-tier remain at Aden for the present. Con¬ 
flicting rumours respecting the King .. .. 135 

Inclosure. Mr. Hussain to Lieutenant-Colonel Mere- 
wether, March 21, 1865 .. 136 

Apr. 22 Does not credit statement of Ahoona'a messenger that 
King would release captives if British Government 
would not demand reparation. Accounts in news¬ 
papers may do harm to prisoners. Report on Slave 
Trade .. .. .. .. 136 

May 1 Is sorry offers he has made to go to Abyssinia have not 

been accepted. [Memorandum. Interview appointed^ 139 

May 7 Advice of bill, 104/. 17*. U></., Abd-ul-Melak’s expenses. 

He reached Jeddah April 6 ; loft for Souukin, April 12 140 

.. Expenses of Mr. Hassnin's Mission to Mossowah and 

Abyssinia should In< charged to lni|iena) Revenue . 141 

.. News from Mr. Kassam in April 10. Arrival of 
Ibrahoem ax Mnssowah, March 27, and departure 
.March 3«». with .Mr. Uassam's third letter to the King. 

King said to have U-eri successful in Shoa. Consul 
Cameron released from chains, and all prisoners well 
treated. Messenger sent to Consul Cameron, Feb¬ 
ruary 25, with money and supplies, was seized by 
rebels in Tigre, and |*art of the money takcu from him 142 
lndosure 1. Mr Kuhhuui to Lieiiteuant-Colonel 
Merewether. April 10 .. .. ..142 

lndosure 2. Mr. Hussain to King Theodore, March 
29, 1865 (3rd letter) .. .. .. 143 

May 19 Suggestions. Steps to Is* taken in event of failure of 
Mr. Rassam’s mission. Not to be ex|>ected that 
British Government will go to war with Abyssinia. 
Difficulty caused by altered policy of British Govern¬ 
ment with resja-ct to relations between Egypt and 
Abyssinia. King’s attention should be druwu to the 
cultivation of Cotton by Kgyjrt, and be lie shewn that 
he could do the same with advantage. lie should 
also be told that his country possesses Iron and Coal, 
the secret of England's greatness. Alludes to his 
previous suggestions respecting a telegraph line 
through Egypt and along coast of Abyssinia. Em¬ 
bassy should be promised to be received, and an 
English one sent to Abyssinia on release of captives. 
Again offers his services .. .. .. 144 


Pabt II. 















XIV 


US T OF Pi 


1865. 


[Eari 


No. 

167. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 65.) 

i Date. 

1 1865. 
May 13 

j Receipt. 

1865. 

| May 25 

168. House of Lorde 

May 25 

j May 26 

169. Captain do Dohsd 

May 25 

May 26 

170. Dr. Beke 

(Private.) 

May 25 

May 26 

171. To Dr. Bcko .. 

May 27 

• « 

172. India Office .. 

(Confidential.) 

May 29 

May 29 

1 




173. To Captain do Dohse .. 

\ 

May 31 

1 

1 

174. India Office 

Jnne 7 

June 7 

176. Sir C. Wood .. 

# # 

, , 


(Private.) 


176. Captain do Dobed 

177. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 60.) 

178. Lkjnt--Col. Morewether 

(Secret.) 


June 10 
May 29 

May 21 


June 12 
Jimp 10 

June 15 


Subject. 


P«* 


No Men of recognition of Mr.Rassam’s Mission. Abd-el- 
Melak considered trustworthy by Abbe Stella .. 147 
Inclnsure. letter from Abbe Stella to a person 
in Cairo, April 10 .. .. .. 148 

Address for Abyssinian papers .. .. 148 

Wishes to be employed on a mission to Abyssinia .. 149 

A change for the worse lias token place is condition 
of Captain Cameron and others .. .. 149 

Thanks for suggestions contained m his Utter of May 19. 150 

News from captives to March 16. A leper employed 
to carry a letter from Mr. Had. Rumour of release of 
prisoners discredited. Rebellion greatly on the in¬ 
crease. Mr. KaMsam has now seven messengers up 
the country. Captain Cameron and Mr. Stern in 
despair at conduct of the King. Some of the cap¬ 
tives cruelly beaten. M. Munzinger, Acting French 
Agent at Maasowali, has gone to the Soudan .. 150 
Inclosare 1. Ueuteuant-Colonel Merewether to 
Sir C. Wood, May 2 .. -.150 

Inclosure 2. Lieutenant-Colonel Mere wot her to 
Bombay Government, May 2 .. .. 150 

Inclosare 3. Mr. Kassam to Lieut.-Col. Mere- 

wether, April 28 .. .. .. 150 

Indosure 4. Mr. T. M. Plad to Mr. Rnnssni. 

March 16 .. 


151 

152 
152 


152 

153 

153 

155 

155 


Caunot interfere to obtaiu him employmont 

I/otters from Aden for |>eruaal .. ., 

News from Massowsh to May 14. Captives alive and 
well on April 9, 1865. Mr. Stem suggests that 
Queen’* letter should be sent up any how. M. 
Rardel making mischief. Mr. Kassam f««ars his second 
letter to King did more harm than good. Inter¬ 
cession of the Aboona with the King. King's feelings 
towards Mr. Siieedy. Samuel in disgrace. Strict iu- 
juuctiims sent by ('a|itain Camen.ti to Mr. Kassam, not 
to go up to the King *• with or without a safe con¬ 
duct." Anxiety of prisoners tliut force should lie resort¬ 
ed to even though their lives might be forfeited in 
consequence. Queen's letter will bo scut up when on 
opportunity offers 

Jnrlostire 1. Lieutenant-Colonel Mere wet her to 

8far 0. Wood, May SI .. 

Inclosmv 2. Mr. RaHsain to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mere wether. May 12 and 14 
Inclosure 3. Rev. II. Stern to Rev. C. D. Goad- 
hart, April 6 

Again asks to be sent on a mission to Abyssinia 

Despatch from Colonel Morewether of May 21. 
Country in state of anarchy. Theodore’s ambitious 
views towards Soudan and Sennaar .. 156 

Letters from Captain Cameron and others, from Magdala 
and GafTat to April 9. Report of Mr. Rassum’s third 
letter having reached the King could not lie true. 
Advice of Captain Caniemu, Mr. Kosrnthal, Mr. Had, 
and all the captives to Mr. Kassain to write to King 
strongly, and to act. if further writing is of no use, but 
not to go up to the King himself. King’s object is 
to irritate British Government, in return for having 
insulted him in case of his letter. Is acting under 
had advisers. Mr. Flad provides captives with money. 
Probable reconciliation between Aboona and the King. 
King utterly defeated in Shoa: will sjiend rainy 
season at Magdala. Gondar in possession of Tisso 
Gobazai: Adowa will probably fall into his hands. 
Account of positions occupied by rebels. Difficulty 
Mr. Raesiini will have in reaching the King. Arrival 
of Waldo Mariaui at Magdala with money and 
supplies .. .. .. .. 156 

Inclosure 1. Mr. Kassam to Lieuteuant-Cobnel 
Morewether. May 12.. .. .. 156 

a. 1. Captain Cameron to Mr. Rassam, Mag¬ 
dala, March 17 .. .. .. 158 

2. Captain Cameron to Mr. Kassam, Mag¬ 
dala, April7 .. .. ., 158 



LOT OF PAP*** 


.3 tertiary State fi* Foreign A/m'ra] 


1866. 


M Date. Receipt. 

**’ 1866. 1865. ; 

178. Lieut--Col. Morewether Mar. 21 June 15 
(Continmod.) 


179. Mr. Colquhoun .. June 2 June 16 
(No. 61.) 


180. Mr. Moorhead .. .. Jnnc 15 ( June 19 


181. Dr. Beke .. .. June 17 June 19 


182. To Captain de Dofaae .. June 20 

188. Arohdeaoou Tatham .. Jun-22 June 23 

184. Dr. Beke .. .. June 22 June 23 


186. Mr. Gibson .. .. June 23 Juue 24 

186 . To Archdeacon Tathaui June 27 

187 . To Dr. Beke .. .. June 27 

188. To Mr. Gibaoo .. June 28 

189. Lieut.-Col. Morewether June 5 June 28 


Subject. 


a. S. Captain Cameron to Mr. Kassam, Mag¬ 
dala, April 9 . .. ..158 

a. Mr. Had to Mr. Rassam, GafTat, March 39 159 

c. Dr. Schiuiper to Mr. Rassam, Gaff at, 

March 80 .. .. ..160 

d. 51 r. Rassam to Mr. Flad, Maasowah, 

February 21 .. .. .. 160 

Indosure 2. Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Morewether, May 14. News from Magdala, April 
6, and from Gaff at, March 25. Captain Cameron 
entreats Mr. Kassam not to go up to the King. 

Will nevertheless go if Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment have no objection. Asks for instructions. 

An ultimatum, without active measures, of no 
use. Captives sick of their lives. Aboona still 
moat kind. Absence of answer to King’s letter 
•aid to lie the cause of all the trouble. Theo¬ 
dore’s ambitious views towards Soudan and 
Sennnar. Country in state of anarchy ., 161 

Indosure 3. Captain Cameron to Mr. Rassam, 

April 6 .. .. .. ..162 

lock »su re 4. Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam, Gaff at, 
March 25 .. .. .. .. 163 

No intelligence respecting contents of Queen’s lettorcom- 
muiucatcd to any one by employes in British Consulate- 
General in Egyjit. Copy of Queen's let ter sent to Aden 
and Bombay. Important information has at times ap¬ 
peared in Indian papers .. .. ..168 

Would Government approve or disapprove establish¬ 
ment of a Company for developing resources of 
Abyssinia .. »• •• #* 1M 

Mr. Rassam would probably be imprisoned if he went 
up to the King, but similar fate not likely to await a 
suitablu English Mission. His opinion of Mr. Ras- 
sam. Again offers his own services. If further 
steps are taken thoy should be adopted immediately 164 

No occasion for his services .. .. .. 165 

Offers to write to Coptic Patriarch and to Mr. Leider 
of Cairo .. .. 166 

Copy of his Article in the “ Athemcutn ” headed 
“ Caution to Elephant Hunters in Abyssinia." Armed 
settlement projected by Comte de Moyniar. French 
designs .. •. .. •• 166 

Offers to go out to Abyssinia for £7,000 .. .. 168 

Thanks for letter. Omtic Patriarch already communi¬ 
cated with through Her Majesty's Agent and Consul- 
General in Egypt ., .. ..169 

Lord Russell lias read his article headed '‘Caution to 
Elephant Llunters in Abyssinia " .. .. 169 

Receipt of letter of June 23 .. .. ..169 

News from captives to May 1. Application of Captain 
Cameron for 500 do lars to be sent to him via 
Matemua. Mr. Colquhoun asked to send them. 
Suggestions of Captain Cameron that Dejaj Mu road 
should have a promise of British assistance, and “his 
servants” well paid. Mr. Kassam does not concur 
in the suggestion, considering it Political. Aboona 
still in coutincment. Has written to thank him for 
kindness to prisoners, and to ask him if he could 
present Queen's letter. King gone to Hhaa. Captain 
Cameron's account of his endeavours, on three occa¬ 
sions, to obtain release of Mr. Stem and Mr.Rosenf hai, 
and for them to be sent out of the country. King 
should be told plainly that retention of a single 
p risoner will be followed by war. Mr. Stem’s 
account of his own and his fellow prisoners' Bufferings. 

Their examination before the King; their torture and 
imprisonment. Captain Cameron returned to Gondar 
in June, 1863. King returned shortly after, and 
44 annoyed that Captain Cameron hud not brought an 
answer to his letter to the British Government, and 
also for having gone round the frontier, and formed, 
as was falsely represented, prejudicial intimacies with 


.April 9 . .. ..158 

to Mr. Rassam, GafTat, March 39 159 
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Liar OF PAPERS. 


xvi 


No. 

189. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 
( Continued .) 

I>ate. 

1865. 
June 5 

Receipt. 

1865. 
June 28 

190. Mr. Rolfe 

June 26 

June 27 > 

ill. To Mr. Rolfe .. 

J une 29 


192. Mr. T. 0. Plowden .. 

Jtfhe 26 

July 1 

193. Captain dc Doh*6 

July 4 

July 4 

194. Captain do Dohsd 

July 5 

July 7 | 

195. India Office 

July 8 

July 10 

196. Dr. Beko 

July 8 

July 10 

197. Dr. Beamish .. 

July 8 

July 10 

198. Dr. Beke 

July 7 

July 10 

199. Mr. Algeo 

July 12 

• • 

200. To Dr. Beamish 

July 12 

# # 

201. To Dr. Beke .. 

July 13 

•• 

202. To India Office 

July 14 

• 

203. To Mr. Algeo .. 

July 15 

% 

204. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

June 28 

July 17 

206. To Mr. Palgrave 

(Private.) 

July 20 

•• 

206. To Colonel Stanton .. 
(No. 5. Consular.) 

July 21 

* 


1865. [Earl Run'll, 


y Subject. 

his enemies, the Turks.” Account of the public reading 
of Emperor of the French'* reply to King Theodore s 
letter (Oct. 2, 1808) .. ..169 

Inclosure i. Mr. Hussain to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Merewether, Massowah, May 29 .. .. 170 

IncJoHure 2. Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam, 
Magdola. April 3 .. .. .. 170 

Inclosurv 3. Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam, 
Magdala, May 1 .. .. ..171 

Inclonure 4. Consul Cameron to Dr. Shaw, 
April 30 .. .. .. .. 171 

Inclosure 5. Rev. II. Stem to Mrs. Stern, April . 172 
Inclosure 6. Mr. R***enthal to hi* family v,no date) 177 



Receipt of the above .. .. .. 180 


Denies that King Theodore paid ransom for Consul 
Plowdeu. Money was advanced by Oondar merchants, 
and repaid out of Consul Plowdeu’s estate. Denies Dr. 
Hoke’s statement also, that Consul Plowden lost hi* life 
while bearing amis in King’s cause. Article from a 
newspaper by a “ wandering Pole ” .. .. 180 

Hoim* to be allowed to go out to Abyssinia, should a 
Mission be sent.. .. ,, .. 181 

Renews offer of semocs .. .. .. 181 

Does not think I>r. Beke will succeed. Letters from 
ra)itivcs to May 1 .. .. .. 182 

Comments on letter in “ Athenaeum” from the “Comte 
do Moynier” .. .. .. ..182 

Will Ik* happy to accompany a Mission to Abyssinia a* 
Medical Officer. (Testimonials) .. .. 182 

Is prepared to go to Abyssinia on his own personal re¬ 
sponsibility, with a view to the liberation of Consul 
Cameron and his coinjMUiioim in captivity .. 184 

Will lx* happy to go out to Abyssinia with Sir W. 
Coghlan, but not with I)r. Bake .. ..185 

No occasion for his service* .. .. ..185 

Should he proceed to Abyssinia as a private traveller 
Her Majesty’s Government could not interfere or be 
responsible for his words or actions. Warning him 
of the consequences. King Itelieved to be insane .. 185 

That Mr. Rassani lie told to send the 500 muskets back 
to Aden, should he have received them, retaining 50, 
which lie muy dispose of as he thinks proper .. 186 

No occasion for his service* .. .. .. 186 

News from Massowah, to June 23. Mr. Rassam begin* 
to give up all hope of releaaing captives by concili¬ 
atory means. No reply to his three letters to the King. 

Has sent money to Captain Cameron, via Mntemma. 
Rumoured occupation by \\ ukshum Gobazie of 
greater part of Tigre. Tisaoo Gobazie extending his 
conquest* .. .. .. ..186 

Receipt of his memorandum. Instructions will be 
given to Colonel Stanton. Should wear his uniform 
before the King, if he has one .. ., 187 

Mr. Palgrave has been appointed to proceed on a 
mission to King Theodore, with a view to the libera¬ 
tion of Consul Cameron and other British subjects. To 
obtain information, and advice him as to best mute 
to be taken. May a*k Viceroy for a letter to the 
King, if desirable. Mr. Palgrave’a mission in no 
way commoted with Mr. Rassum’s. Mr. Rassam 
will be instructed by India Office to return to Aden 
with the Queen’s letter, as soon as Mr. PalgTave 
starts for the interior. Instructions in event of Mr. 
Rassam having started for the interior, or of his 
being about to do so. Object of Mr. Pnlgrave’s 
mission solely to procure liberation of the prisoners. 
Language be may use to the King. No authority to 
enter into any formal engagement with the King. 



LHT OF P. 


xvu 


Snr'tarj State for Foreign Afairt.) 


No. 

106. To Colonel Stanton .. 
(CnM.) 

, Dale. 

' 1865. 

Jaly 21 

Receipt. 
, 1865. 

• • 

i 

207. To Mr. Palgrave 

i July 21 

| 

• • 

208. Colonial Office.. 

July 21 

July 22 

109. Mr. Palgrave .. .. | 

1 

July 21 

July 28 

110 . To Mr. Palgrave ..j 

July 24 


211. To India Office 

July 24 | 


212. To India Office 

July 24 

•• 

213. To Colonel Stanton .. 

(Private.) j 

July 24 

•• 

214. Dr. Beke .. .. 

July 21 

July 26 

215. Dr. Beke .. ..! 

July 22 

July 25 

216 . To India Office 

i 

July 26 


217. To Dr. Beke .. 

July 29 

.. 

218. Mrs. Stern, and other 
relatives of captives 

July 30 

Aug. 1 

219. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

1 

July 31 

•• 

220. Captain Desborough .. 

Aug. 7 

Aug. 8 

221. To Capt. Desborough.. j 

Aug. 9 


222. To Mrs. Stem.. .., 

Aug. 12 

4 

• 


1865 . 


Subject. . Pf 

May tell King that British Government will overlook 
the past if he liberate* the Captive*. Not to interfere in 
politics of the country. Question of mission to be 
referred borne for decision of Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment. Mr. Palgrave’* expenses to be paid. An 
official seal may be provided for him. Must not 
employ any designation of an official character beyoud 
that authorized by hm instructions .. ..187 

Accepting his offer to go to Abyssinia, with a view to 
the liberation of Consul Cameron and other British 
captives. To p r o ceed at once to Egypt, and place 
himself under Colonel Stanton’s order*. Expense* 
will be paid by Her Majesty’* Government. Urging 
caution and prudence .. .. ..189 

Letter from Mr. Bell. Police Magistrate in Gre¬ 
nada, offering to go out on a mission to Abys- 
rioia.. •• .. •• 190 

Requesting an interview .. .. .. 191 

May communicate subject of Inclosed memorandum to 
King of Abyssinia. Wish of Her Majesty’sGovcnimeut 
for friendly intercourse and peaceful commerce with 
Abyaainia, but King must not expect friendly oonduct 
on the part of British Government should he still 
refuse to release Captain Cameron and the other 

prisoners .. .. .. *• 191 

Inclosure. Memorandum, July 91, 1865 .. 192 

Copy of instructions to Colonel Stanton, Agent and 
Consul-General in Egypt, ami of memorandum for 
Mr. Palgrave to present to the King .. .. 192 

Appointment of Mr. W. O. Palgrave to proceed on a 
Mission to Abyssinia. That instructions tie given to 
Mr. Rassam to return to Aden with Queen’s letter, 
on arrival of Mr. Palgrave at Massowah, or on his 
receiving instructions from Colonel Stanton. Ship of 
war should call at Massowah at regular intervals .. 193 

May provide liberally for Mr. Palgrave’s necessary 
preparations. Has received from Foreign Office £200 
towards hi* outfit .. .. ..199 

Reasons for not wishing to lie considered an organ 
i of Her Majesty’s Government .. .. 193 

Does not wish to reject idea that some indirect mean* 
of communication with Consul Cameron might still 
l»r adopted. Refers to journeys of M. Anthony and 
M. Arnauld d’Abbadio to Abyssinia in 1887—1840. 
Pronounces the former to lie a Jesuit and a French 
spy. Relates circumstances under which Lord 
Palmerston's letter to King Sahula Dotigol, in 1839, 
was destroyed in his presence .. ..194 

No occasion for Mr. Bell's services .. .. 196 

Receipt of letters of July 21 and 22 .. .. 196 

Have accented Dr. Beke's offer to go out on hia own 
responsibility to endeavour to obtain release of the 
captives. Public appeal about to be made to raise 
funds. Hope British Government will not relax thow- 
efforts .. .. .. .. 197 

News from Captives to May 29. brought by messenger 

sent up by Mr. Rassam, March 23. King gone again 
to Shoo. Captives threatened with siege aud famine. 
Captain Cameron urgently ap(>eala lor money aud 
medicines .. .. .. .. 197 

Any hopes of captives being released f Any truth in 
Mr. Palgrave being sent to replace Mr. Rassam f .. 199 

Her Majesty’s Government trust captivity of British 
subjects may not lie much protracted j explaining 
object of Mr. Palgrave’* mission .. .. .. 199 

Advise to her and others not to insert in newspapers 
letters which may find their way to Abyssinia and 
prove injurious to captives.199 
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LIST OP PAPERS. 

1865. 


SCBJECT. 


xriii 


No. 

223. Mr. Purday 


224. Mr. Purday 

223. Lleut-Col. Meriwether 


226. Colonel Stanton 

227. India Offioe 

228. India Office 


229. Mr. Hertalet .. 

230. Colonel Stanton 

231. To Newspaper* 

232. To 0»|»t. Dcsborough.. 

233. Colonel Stanton 


284. Colonel Stanton 


235. India Office 

236. Captain Dcsborough .. 

287. To Colonel Stanton .. 

238. To Captain Desborough 

and Mrs. Cameron .. 

239. To Colonel Stanton .. 


240. To Colonel Stanton .. 

(No. 11. Consular.) 

241. Colonel Stanton 


Date. 
1865. 
Aug. 14 

Receipt. 

1865. 
Aug. 14 

Aug. 17 

Aug. 18 

Aug. 3 

Aug. 23 

Aug. 14 

Aug. 23 

Aug. 23 

Aug. 24 

Aug. 31 

Sept. 1 

Sept 1 


Sept. 5 

Sept. 5 

Sept. 5 
Sept. 5 


Sept. 6 

Sept. 6 

Sept . 6 | 

Sept. 6 

Sept. 6 

Sept. C 

Sept. 6 

Sept. 7 

Sept. 7 

.. 

Sept. 8 

•• 

Sept. 9 

•• 

Sept. 9 

.. 

Sept. 11 

Sept 11 


[ Earl RuuelU 


Pag. 


Inclosing document signed by relative of the captives, 
in which they state that they have ocoepted the offer 
of Dr. Beko’s services to go out to Abyssinia. 
Assurance that it is not intended to interfere in any 
way with action of Her Majesty's Government. 
Hopes Her Majesty’s (ejvemment will continue their 
benevolent efforts . 199 


Keceijit of letter advising Mrs. Stern and others not to 
insert in newspapers let tors which may find their 
way to Abyssinia and prove injurious to captives. 
Alludes to delates in Parliament .. .. .. 201 


News from captives to May 30. Rainy season daily 
expecUsi. Captain Cameron's observations on Wine 
and Wool. His account of what happened on the 
12th May, 1865, when he, with others, was tortured 
and chained. Arrival of letters from the coast. 
Removal of the captives to lie bra Tabor for a time, 

and then lack again to Magdala .. .. ., 201 

Advice of bill, 202/., Mr. Palgrave’s Mission .. 205 

Muskets ordered for Abyssinia still at Aden .. 205 

Appropriation, by Puerto Kffendi, Kaimakam of Maa- 
sowah, of a sum of money Intended for Mr. Barroui. 

That British Ambassador at Constantinople be written 
to ou the subject. (See No. 304) .. .. 205 

luclosure 1. Bombay Government to Sir C. Wood, 
January 28, 1865 .. .. 206 

IucloMure 2. Lieutenant-Colonel Mere wether to 
Bombay Government, December 19, 1864 .. 206 

Memorandum. Protection of Abyssinian* by British 
Consul at Jerusalem . .. .. 207 

Telegraphic. Arrival of Ransom at Suez, Sept. 5. Tele¬ 
graphs "Consul Camerou released." Palgrave at Cairo 211 

Captain Cameron released. No details .. ..211 

Do. do. .. .. .. 211 


Telegraphic. News brought by Mr. Rassam. Captain 
Cameron “unshackled" on receipt by King of Mr. 
Hussain's thud letter, but doubtful whether he can 
leave the country. Mr. Raasarn invited by King to 
go to him via Mateuuna. All his ineasengerH bad 
returned; and had been well treut«>d. Mr. Rassam 
has answered the King that he must obtain itermis- 
•ion to pass through Egyptian territory. Mr. Kassatn 
of opinion that should Mr. Palgrave go it will 
spoil all. Colonel Stanton, ou the contrary, thinks 
Mr. Palgrave should proceed at once .. ..211 

Telegraphic. Everything ready for Mr. Palgrave’s 
journey. Viceroy will pay excuses os far as Ma- 
tcmimt. Should not Mr. Palgrave proceed at once 
ami Mr. Rassam return to Adenf .. ..211 

News from Magdala to May 29. (See No. 219) .. 212 

Thanks for gratifying intelligence contained in letter 
of September 6 .. .. .213 

Telegraphic. Keep Rassam. Do not let Palgrave go.. 213 

Captain Cameron released from shackles, but has not 
left Abyssinia. Mr Rassam invited by the King to 
proceed to his Court .. .. .. .. .. 213 

Telegraphic. Rassam should go at once to King 
Theodore, via Matcmma, with Queen’s lettero, but 
not the musket b. Ask Egypt to give Rassam same 
facilities as were prepared for Palgrave. Palgrave 
not to accompany Rassam, but to remain in Egypt .. 213 

Recording above telegram .213 


Telegraphic. Rassam nays he must return to M&saowah 
on account of Messenger arrangements: and will go 
from thence to Matemnm. Will start about middle of 
October. Wants 200/. to purchase presents for King. 

Plan likely to cause delay and annoy Egyptian 
Government .214 


LIST OF PAPERR. 


Secretary of State for Foreign Afore.] 


1865. 


No. 

Prom Colonel Stanton 
(No. 18.) 

242. To Colonel Stanton .. 1 

' Date. 

1865. 
Sept. 11 

Sept. 11 

Receipt 
1865. 
Sept 28 

243. To Colonel Stanton 

(No. 13.) 

Sept 11 

•• 

244. Society for Promoting 
Christianity among 
the Jews 

Sept 9 

! 

Sept 12 

245. To Colonel Stanton .. | 

Sept. 12 

*• 

246. Mrs. Cameron .. .. 

Aug. 6 

Sept 13 

247. To India Office 

(Confidential.) 

Sept. 13 

*• 

248. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 13.) 

Sept. 4 

Sept. 16 

249. Colonel Sianton 

(No. 17. Confidential.) 

Sept. 6 

Sept. 16 

250. Mr. Rassam .. .. | 

Sept. 5 

Sept. 16 


Subject. 


Telegraphic. Rassam should go off os soon as possible. 
Should ask, but only as a favour, that Missionaries be 
released. He cannot insist upon it. I*anguap* Rassam 
may use with regard to reception of an Kmliassy, and 
to affording Abyssinian* at Jerusalem good offices of 
British Consul .. .. .. .214 

Recording above telegram .. •• •• •• 214 


others .. . .. 214 

Telegraphic. Discretion must be loft to Rassam as to 
his route. May ask Viceroy for letter. Authorising 
200/. for presents .. .. .215 


News brought by Mr. Kassain to Alexandria of 
Captain Cameron's release from chains, and of the 
King having invited Mr. Kassiim to goto him. Step* 
taken by Her Majesty’s Government in consequence 


expenses. ..*l»> 

Il&s ho<l an interview with Mr. Rassam. Considers 
state of affairs most unsatisfactory. No assurance 
that Captain Cameron is free, or that he is not re- 
imprisoned. King Theodore’s letter to Mr. Hansom 
very unsatisfactory. No seal or signature attached. 

Mr. Ransom's reply not likely to improve mutters. 
Colonel Stantou thinks the prisoners would not lie 
released even should Mr. Rassam go up to the King ; 

Mr. Palgrave would be inure likely to succeed. 
Doubts Sir. Hassam's firmness, although he expresses 
his readiness and willingness to go. Thinks lhr. 
Beke'o unofficial journey likely to endanger chances of 
success. .. .. .. ..216 

Ilis journey to Egypt for purpose of consulting Her 
Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General. Receipt of 
letter from King Theodore, in answer to his third 
letter, lias invited him to go to him viA Matemma. 
Observation* on letter to him, and on one to Nalb of 
Arkeeko. Release of Captain Cameron ordered. 
Messengers of opiuion that if Mr. Hussiitn goes 
to King his mission will terminate with succeM. 

All offer to accompany him. Anticipates deplorable 
results should he retrace his steps. Cannot go by 
Matemma on account of malignant fever raging in that 
part. Went to Egypt to procure an order from Vice¬ 
roy to pass through Egyptian territory. Necessity for 
procuring suitable presents. Escape uf Prince Meuolek 
of Shoo, from Magdala, ami bur ban ms torture and exe¬ 
cution of all the Oalla prisoners in consequence. Cap¬ 
tain Cameron had his urms and legs chained before he 
was released. Famine devastating the laud. Country 
in a most disturbed state. Wukshutu Goba/.ie’s ruling 
in Ado wo. Political prisoners put to death by late 
Governor under King Theodore. King, in letter to 
Mr. Rassam, says: “ When he (Cameron) was sent 
ou his mission [to England] he went and stayed some 
time with the Turks and returned to mo. 1 spoke to 
him al*out the letter I hail sent through him to 
the Queen; he said that up to that time he hail 
not received any intelligence concerning it," Ac. 
Messengers' accounts of their journey to, and 
reception by, the King. Cameron released in their 

E rescnce. Difficulty of Mr. Kassain’s position. Has 
ail to choose one of two alternatives—eitlier to dis¬ 
regard Captain Cameron's warning against going up 
and act as he had formerly intended, or bring mattcru 
to a crisis by breaking his engagement with the King. 

Has deemed it moot prudent in face of the risks to 
follow the latter course. Has consequently written 
• to the Kiug explaining cause of delay in going to 
him at present .. .. .. 218 



























No. 

250. Mr. Rassam .. 
(Continued.) 

- - 

Date. 
1865. 
Sept. 5 

^ Receipt, 
i 1866. 
Sept. 16 

To Colonel Stanton .. 
(Separate and Secret.) 

Sept. 18 


251. To Colonel Stauton .. 

Sept. 18 

•• 

252. Captain Milne.. 

Sept. 18 

Sept. 19 

958. To Golouel Stanton 

Sept. 19 

" * 

254. India Office 

(Secret.) 

Sept. 20 

s • 

255. To Colonel Stanton .. 
(No. 17. Consular.) 

Sept. 21 1 

•• 

256. To Jewish Society .. 

Sept. 21 

•• 

257. To Consul Stauton .. 
(No. 18. Consular.) 

Sept. 22 


258. To India Office 

Sept. 22 

* • 

259. Mr. Palgrave 

Sept. 14 

Sept. 27 

260. Colonel Stauton 

(No. 21.) 

I 

-p 

«* 

Q. 

£ 

Sept. 27 

Colonel Stanton 

(No. 22.) 

Sept. 22 

Sept. 30 

261. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 25.) 

Sept. 22, 

Sept. 30 

To Consul Moore (Jeru¬ 
salem) (No. 7.) 

Sept. 27 1 

1 

\ 


SOWECI. Pag* 

lockwure 1. Mr. Raesain to Lieutenant-Coloas! 

Merewether, Aaguet 16 .218 

Incloture 2. King Theodore to Mr. Raasam, 

July 5 2*0 

Incloture 8. King Theodore to Naib of Arkeeko, 

July 5 221 

Incloture 4. Samuel bin Ali to ditto, July 5 .. 221 

Incloture 5. A boon* Matte to ditto, July 5 .. 221 

lnclosure 0. Samuel bin Ali to Abdallah Effendi, 

July 5 222 

Incloture 7. Statement of Ibrahim Walad Sboom 
and Mohammed Sihawey, August 14, 1865 .. 222 

Incloeure 8. Statement of Mohammed Saeed, 

Angust 14.228 

Indoeure 9. Mr. Uaaaam to Lieutenant-Colonel 

Merewether, August 24 . 224 

Indoture 10. Mr. Raaaam to King Theodore, 
August, 24 . 225 

As to providing Mr. Rasaam with money for purchase 
of presents .. .. •• Suppt. 

May draw bill on Secretary of State for 200/. to be 
expended by Mr. Palgrave in presents .. .. 225 

Commenting on conduct of the Government .. 226 

Telegraphic. Rassam should go to the King as soon 
as possible, arid Palgrave should remain in Egypt. 
Raaaam can explain to King that Cameron had no 
orders to interfere between him and the Egyptians, or 
in the internal affairs of Abyssinia .. .. 226 

Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether, August 27. 

Will make every arrangement possible to facilitate 
Mr. Palgrave'B progress .. .. ,. 226 

Recording telegram of September 12 .. .. 227 

Every proper exertion will be mode to obtain release of 
British subjects and others held in captivity.. .. 227 

Recording telegram of September 19 .. .. 227 

Copy of above instructions to Colonel Stanton .. 227 

Will implicitly obey instructions given to liira through 
Colonel Stanton respecting his remaining in Egypt.. 228 

Mr. Rassam about to return to Massowah to prepare 
for his journey to Matemma, via Bogus and hassalu. 
Suggests that Mr. Palgrave be authorised to under¬ 
take a journey to Khartoum, to report on the Slave 
Trade of the White Nile. It is reported that the 
King considers his dignity slighted by Queen's let¬ 
ter Wing entrusted to on Asiatic instead of to an 
Englishman. That fact the real cause of delay in 
answering Mr. Rassam’s letters. Revolt among 
Egyptian troop* at Kassala .. .. .. 228 

Departure of Mr. Rassam and his officers from Suez for 
Massowah, September 19. Letters furnished to 
him by Egyptian Government. Declined to take 
letter from Viceroy to King Theodore prepared for 
Mr. Palgrave. Has purchased presents as being 
likely to be of greater service .. Suppt. 

Questions raised by Mr. Palgrave as to his official 
position uml rank in Egypt. What allowance is he 
to receive} .. .. .. .. 229 

lnclosure. Mr. Palgrave to Colonel Stauton, Sep¬ 
tember 21, 1865 .. .. .. 229 

Any truth in report that he has not afforded tc Abys- 
stuians in Jerusalem that protection winch was given 
to them by his predecessor ? .. Suppt. 
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Sem+ an f of State for Foreign Affaire . j 


262. Lieut-Col. Merewether 


268. To Earl Cowley 

(fco. 761.) 


264. To Colonel Stanton .. 


265. To Colonel Stanton ., 
(No. 19.) 


Colonel Stanton 


Colonel Stanton 

(No. *6.) 


266. Colonel Stanton 


To Colonel Stanton 


To Golooel Stanton .. 

(No. 22,) 


Data 

1865. 
Sept 12 


Oct 5 


Oct 5 
Oct 7 


Sept. 27 


Sept 28 


Sept 80 


Receipt 

1865. 
Sept. 80 


Oct 10 


Oct. 10 


Oct 10 


Oct 11 
Oct 11 


1868 . 

- —i ■ — ■ ——— 

SUBJVC*. P*u 

Friendly feeling shown by Captain of French gun 
boat Captain do Hazier, in going to Massowah 
for intelligence. Captain Cameron not only not re¬ 
leased. hut still with fetter* on hi* leg*, which compel 
him to remain in a sitting mature. Opinion cumiut 
that King Theodore has hud a trap for Mr. Rassam, 
in inviting him to go to him by Matemma. Letter* 
from Captain Cameron waiting at Massowah by Mr. 
Rossam’s orders.. .. , • •. 280 

That thanks of Her Majesty’s Government bo conveyed 
to Captain du Hazier for kind assistance to Colonel 
Merewether .. .. .. .. 281 

Review of (tast and preueut policy of British Govern¬ 
ment with regard to Abyssinia .. .. 281 

Mr. Palgrave's position. Lord Russell’s object in re¬ 
questing him to remain in Egypt. Holds no official 
character whatever. Must uot go to Khartoum on 
any account. May pay him at tne rate of 100/. a- 
nmnth for montha of October and November M 284 

Did not supply Mr. Rassam with any money for pur¬ 
chase of presents, as ho could draw bills on Indian 
Government .. .. Suppt 

Spread of mutiny of Egyptian troop* In the Soudan. 
Count Bisson’s ivory hunters in great straights. 
Information respecting captives received by Mr. Pal¬ 
grave. Conduct of M. Bardel .. Suppt. 

Letter* from Captive* to July 21. 1865. Statement pre¬ 
viously made by messenger* respecting Captain 
Camemn's chains having been taken off in their 
presence disbelieved. Situation of prisoners a critical 
one. Holies Mr. Rassam will proceed without delay. 
Opiniou of captives that unless he goes up at onoe 
their lives will lie forfeited. Captain of French 
gun-lmat has made a second trip to Massowah 
(or letters. King still sutqiecfod Iff some of 
treachery in inviting Rassam to go to him. Ahooiue 
still a prisoner. E*ca)»e of Menelek, Crown Prince of 
Shoo, from Magdala, July 1. Execution of Gulla 
prisoners. July 2. Captives chained hands and feet, 

July 4. Mr. kussam’s third letter reached the King, 
same day. Description of the torture. Consul 
Cameron's account of what became of 200/. he 
received from the King. Cause of Consul Corn, run's 
inuTtsounient .. .. •. 284 

lnclosure !. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 
Colonel Blanton, September 19, 1 m»»5 .. 234 

lnclosure 2. Consul Cairn Ton to Mr. Knvsom, 

July 14. 1865 .. .. .. 285 

Im+osure 3. Consol Cameron to Mr. Rassam, 

July 16, 1865 .. .. .. 286 

Indoeure 4. Consul Cameron to Mr. Rmsshhi, 

July 21. 1865 .. .. ..236 

lnclosure 5. Mr. Kerens to Dr. Kerens, July 14, 

!Mt -• •• •• ..236 

IhdoMtire 6. Consul Cameron to Dr. Kerens, 

July 14, 1865 .. .. ..287 

lnclosure 7. Casaol Cameron to Dr.Bhaw, July 14, 

1865 .. .. .. .. 237 

lnclosure 8. Consul Cameron to Mr. Hertslot, 
January 28, 18(15 .. .. .. 239 

lnclosure 9. Consul Cameron to Mr. Bertslet, 

July 14. 1865 .. .. .. 239 

lnclosure 10. Rev. Mr. Stem to Rev. Mr. Qoodhart, 

July 13, 1865 .. .. . 24i 

lnclosure 11. Rev. Mr. Stern to Mrs. Stem. 

July 13, 1865 .. .. .. 24( 

lnclosure 12. Mr. A. Bardel to Mr. E. Bardel, 

July 12. IMS .. .. *41 

lnclosure 13. Mr. Rosenthal to Mr. Eisener, 

July 1 ( 18G5 .. .. .. 242 

Telegraphic. To hasten Rassam’s journey if be has 

the means of doing ao .. .. Suppt. 

Recording above telegram .. .. Suppt 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 


xxu 


1805. 


[Earl RummU, 


No. 

267. To Lord Sliaftesbury .. 

Date. 
1865. 
Oct 16 


268. To Dr. Beke 

Oct. 16 


269. Dr. Beke 

Oct. 13 

Oct. 18 

270. I/ird Shaftesbury 

Oct. 14 

Oct. 18 

271. Mr. Grey (Paris) 

(No. 93.) 

*r 

Oct. 20 

Oct. 21 

272. LieuL-CoL More wether 

Sept. 25 

Oct. 23 

273. Mr. Kassaiu .. 

Sept. 29 

Oct. 23 

274. Litut.-C »l. Merewether 

Oct. 6 

Oct. 23 

Colonel Stanton.. 

(No. 30. Consular.) 

Oct. 4 

i 

Oct. 23 

275. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 33. Confidential.) 

Oct. 13 

Oct. 23 

276. Colonel Stanton 

(Private.) 

Oct. 12 

Oct. 23 

277. Colonel Stanton 

(Private.) 

Oct. 13 

Oct. 23 , 

278. India Office 

(Confidential) 

Oct. 24 

Oct. 24 

279. To Licut-CoL Mere¬ 
wether 

Oct. 2G 

•• 


Subject. 


P*g® 


Mr. R——m him been invited by King Theodore to go 
to bin Court, and has been ordered to go there. 
Palgrave lias been ordered to wait in Egyjit. May 
use his own discretion with regard to Jewisn Society 245 

Mr. Rassam has gone to Maasnwah on his wav to 
King Theod've. Mr. Palgrave’s journey suspended 245 

Does not seek to be connected in any way with Iler 
Majesty’s Government with regard to his private 
niissiou to King Theodore. Refusal of Jewish 
Society to assist him, without concurrence of Her 
Majesty’s Government. Hopes Government will 
assure the Society that his mission in a|<proved by 
Government. Mr. Kassam’s mission and his own in 
no way incompatible 


245 


246 


247 


24* 


Wants information for Jewish Society respecting nro- 
p»»ed mission to Abyssinia. Comments on Dr. Beke’s 
oropnsed private tn ma ion . Any truth in report that 
Mr. Palgrave is not to goT .. 

Copy of Dr. Beke’s letter to “Times" of October 17, 
IH65. Probable application from Prince Menelok to 
French Consular Agent Ht Aden for anus. Con¬ 
sequent danger to captives. Instructions given by 
French Government to Consular Agent at Aden on 
the subjoct 

Intelligence respecting captives brought to Aden by 
Consul Cameron’s servant (Lunina bin Uailo). Report 
of his release not true. Messenger's account of 
massacre of Galla prisoners by King’s orders, after 
oaca|te of Prince Menelek ; and of additional ill-treat¬ 
ment of captive*. King very iU aud being rapidly 
deserted bj his lollowers. Suspicions of treachery on 
part of the King not confirmed. Renewed kindness 
of Captain du Hazier of French Navy. Return of 
Mr. Itassatn to Aden, September 29.* Explanation 
respiting his intended journey by Mutcmma. Cttp- 
turo of Debra Tabor by rcliels 

Arrived at Aden, September 29; will leave for Mas- 
so wall in five days. Was much surprised at hearing 
there was no truth in report of Captain Cameron’s 
release. Captain Cameron now wishes him to go up 
with the Queen’s letter. Ills intention of doing so. 
Account of his instructions to his messengers 

Departure of Mr. Rassam for Ma>sowah. accompanied 
by Lt. Prideaus and Dr. Blanc, Oct. 5. Has }>rcHenta 
for the King and supplies lor captives. Has urged 
Mr. Rassam to use utmost expedition. Carnage not 
previously ordered by Russmu at Maaaowah, owing 
to reported fall of Debra Tabor .. .. 251 

Letter from Consul of French Con*-i1 at Ma*sowah to 
Acting British Consul at Jeddah. Captain Cameron 
still chained. Opinion of one of Mr. Ku^Mam's mes¬ 
sengers that if he goes to the King he will be chained 
aJ*» •. .. .. .. Suppt. 

Inclosing letter from Colonel Merewether, stating 
that he had urged npon Mr. Rassam necessity of ener¬ 
getic expedition but fears nothing will *l»e done. 
Colonel Stanton concurs with Colonel Merewether, 
and thinks that Mr. Rossum will bo deterred by diffi¬ 
culties from attempting to reach Matemma .. 251 

Inclosure. Lieutenant - Colonel Merewether to 
Colonel Stanton, Out. 6.. 


250 


No truth in Consul Cameron’s reported release; is 
more heavily chained. Hope of release on arrival of 
Mr. Rassam*. Difficulties Rassam will meet with on 
his journey .. 

Mr. Rassam’s journey and success a matter of life or 
death to the captives. Hopes he will push on to 
.Matemina .. .. .. ., 

That thunks of Her Majesty’s Government l*e con¬ 
veyed to Captain du 1 lazier, of French Navy, for 
Assistance again afforded to Colonel Merewether .. 

Entirely approving of all he has done t<* procure Con¬ 
sul Cameron’s release. Mr. Rassam should hurry on 

/with all speed .. ., .. ,. 


25S 


252 


253 


253 


254 


LIST OF PAPfcRR 


xxiii 


Seer* tary of Stiff far Fort gn A fur*.'] 1865. 


No. 

Date. 

1865. 

Receipt. 

1865. 

Subject. Page 

280. To Colonel Stanton .. ] 
(Private.) 

Got. 26 


Should Mr. Rassam fail in his Mission, or delay on the 
road, Mr. Palgrave should go at once by the Nile. To 
hurry on Roasaui .. .. .. 254 

281. To Mr. Grey .. 

(No. 37.) 

Oct SI 

1 

• • 

That thanks of Her Majesty's Government be con¬ 
veyed to Captain du Hazier,, ,. ,. 254 


Earl f Clarendon. Secretary of Slat* for Foreign Affair*. 

Allusions to him in the newspapers. Would bo glad 
of support of Her Majesty’s Government, but not 
protection .. .. .. .. 254 

Telegraphic. Rassam left Macau wall for Matenima, 
October 15 .. .. .. .. 255 

Receipt of despatches of Oct. 5, respecting British 
policy in regard to Abyssinia.. .. Suppt. 

Explanation of course pursued with regard to protection 
of Ahyssiuians at Jerusalem addressed to Her Ma¬ 
jesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople on the subject 
in 1863, but received no reply .. Suppt. 

Renewed offer of services. Thinks Mr. Hussain's 
mission will do uo good .. ,. ., 255 

No occasion for his services ., .. .. 255 

Employment of Mr. Palgrave since July, 1865, with 
view to release of Abyssinian captives. For issue of 
2 ,000/. to meet his ex{KUises.. .. .. 256 

>ffers his services to go to Abyssinia. Suggestions as 
to securing release of prisoners .. .. 256 

Measures in progress for release of captives in Abys¬ 
sinia. Inex|>odicut to make u new appointment .. 257 

Recording telegram .. .. Suppt. 

Readiness of Mr. Palgrave to obey orders and comply 
with instructions of Her Majesty's Government Suppt. 

Despatches from Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. Mr. 
Kassoin aud party left Massowah, October 15. Dis¬ 
turbances about Koosala ended. Reported success 
of rebels not confirmed .. .. .. 257 

Mr. Rassam and party left Massowah October 15; got 
away sooner than was expected. M. Mouzinger, a 
Swiss merchant, ami Actiug French Vice-Consul, left 
in charge at Massowah. To receive 2i»u rupees 
a-month, from Getolier 15, 1865. Cholera broken out 
at Maaaowah. Maintenance of Consulate at Mas- 
b iw ah and of house at M noooloo. Opinion of OLIouel 
Merewether that Mr. Hussain'a journey will be suc¬ 
cessful if he once reaches Mateuima .. .. 258 

lurlosiire 1. Mr. Rassain to Lieu tenant-Colonel 
Merewether, October 12 ,. .. 258 

Inclosure 2. Mr. Rassam to M. Munziuger, Octo¬ 
ber U .. .. .. ..259 

Inch mu re 8. M. Munzingor to Mr. Hussain, Octo¬ 
ber 11 .. .. .. ..259 

Inclosiire 4. Mr. Rassam to M. Munziuger, Octo¬ 
ber 11 .. .. .. ..259 

IucloKure 5. M. Munziuger to Lieuteuaut-Colouel 
Merewether, October 15 .. .. 260 

Inclosiire 6. Mr. Rassam to Lieuteuant-Colonel 
Merewether, October 15 .. .. 260 

Explanation respecting Mr. Palgrave satisfactory Suppt. 

500 dollars (about 1001.). sent by Sir R. G. Colquhotin to 
French Consul-General in Egypt, to l>e forwarded to 
Abyssinia for use of captives, returned to Colonel 
Stanton. No means could lie found of sending them.. 260 

Explanation respecting the (100/.), 500 dollars, unit by 
him to French Consul-General in Egypt for use of 
Captain Cameron .. .. ..261 


282. Mr. Steinmcyor 

Nov. 2 

Nov. 4 

284. Colonel Stanton 

Nov. 4 

Nor. 4 

Colonel Stanton 

Oct 21 

Nov. 6 

(No. 35.) 



Consul Moore (Jerusa¬ 

Oct 21 

Nov. 6 

lem.) 

(No. 5. Political.) 



283. Mr. Gibson 

Oct 18 

Nov. 6 

285. To Mr. Gil*on 

Sov. 8 

m 9 

286. To Treasury .. 

Nov. 15 

•• 

287. Mr. Rhodes .. 

Nov. 18 

Nov. 21 

288. To Mr. Rhodes 

Nov. 23 


/Private.) 



Colonel St&uton 

Nov. 3 

Nov. 23 

(No. 38.) 



Colonel Stanton 

Nov. 8 

Nov. 23 

(No. 42.) 



289. Colonel Stanton 

Nov. U 

Nov. 23 

(Private.) 



290. Lieut.-Col. Meri wether 

Oct. 19 

Nov. 23 

(Secret.) 



To Colonel Stanton .. 

Nov. 24 


(No. 8.) 



291. Colonel Stanton 

(Separate.) 

Nov. 18 

Nov. 28 

292. Sir R. G. Colquboun .. 

Nov. 29 

•• 













LIST OF PAPBB& 
1866 . 


[ Etrrl of Ciartmio*, 


No. 

293. Treasury 

Date. 
1865 
o v 3 

Receipt. 
1866. 
Dec. 1 

Subject. Page 

Paymaster-General authorized to pay Chief Clerk of 
Foreign Office 2,0004. on account of Mr. Palgrave’* 
Mission .. .. •• •• 261 

294. To Colonel Stanton .. 

(No. 31.) 

Dec. 2 

• • 

Should advise Colonel Merewether of return of 500 
dollars sent by Sir K. G. Culquhonn to French Consul- 
General for transmission to Captain Cameron in 
Abyssinia .. .. .. .• 261 

293. To Lt.-Col. Merewether 

Dec. 8 

*• 

Approving arrangements made with M. Monzinger .. 262 

296. Captain Deaborough .. 

* * 

Dec. 20 

Statement of Captain Cameron's case. Hopes Tier 
Majesty’s Gov eminent will wend out another mission, 
should Mr. Uassam fail. Recommending Sir W. 
Coghlau .. .. .. •• 22®’ 

297. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

Dec. 1 

* 

Dec. 23 

The “ Victoria " returned from Maasowah, November 

22, but brought no letters from Mr. Rassam Rassam 
expected to reach Matemma November 27. The 

King at Magdala. Queen of Walloo G alias imprisoned 
by her parents. Godjam in hands of Tudla Gwalu. 
VV’akshum Gobazeo and TissooGobaeee, rebel leader* 
in Tigre, engaged in hostilities against each oilier .. 264 

298. Colonel Stanton 

Dec. 13 

Dec. 25 

Comments on al*ove lotter from Colonel Mere¬ 
wether. Mr. Palgrave and Dr. Beke both at Cairo, 
letter about to leave for Massowah in a week .. 264 



1866. 


299. Mr. Hertalet 

1866. 
Jan. 11 

1866. 

Jan. 11 

300. India Office 

Jan. 12 

Jan. 13 

301. To Colonel Stanton .. 

(No. 2.) 

Jan. 18 

•• 

302. Mr. Purday 

Jan. 22 

Jan. 22 

3<»3. To Mr. Purday 

Jan. 22 

•• 

304. India Office 

Jan. 25 

Jan. 26 

Mr. Hertslet .. 

303. To Treasury .. 

Jan. 29 


306 Consul-General Eldridg* 
(No. 4.) 

Jan. 20 

Feb. 7 


Purport of ft lotter from Dr. Beke to Mr. Purday, dated 
Cairo, December 20, 1865, reporting a conversation 
between Mr. Palgrave and Dr. Beke reflecting Mr. 
Rassam's and Mr Pulgravo’s inntniotlouft and allow¬ 
ance; and allusion to Mr. lay aid and Mr. Hussain's 
personal dialike to Mr. Stern .. .. 267 

Relnest* that the mini of 1,968/. 10*. may be paid to 
the Rank of England to the credit of the Secretary of 
State in Council of India, on account of Mr. Kasaaui's 
Mission .. .. .. .. 268 

Purport of letter from Dr. Beke to Mr. Purday. For 
immediate investigation into statements made by 
Dr, Beke. Mr. Palgrave to be called upon for a 
written explanation .. .. .. 268 

Inquiring whether Mr. Rassam’s instructions include 
release of the Missionaries t.. .. .. 269 

Mr. Rassam instructed to ask for release of the Mis¬ 
sionaries, but cautioned against making his request 
in an authoritative manner ui behalf of Foreigners, 
such as he would be entitled to do iu the case of 
British subjects. General instructions given to 
Mr. Rassam enjoining him to m*e that all the priso¬ 
ners are set free.. 

Further respecting appropriation by K aimak arn of 
Massowab, Puerto Effeudi, of money intended for 
Mr. Barroni (840 dollars) 

Inclosure I. Bombay Government to SirC. Wood, 
November 30. 1865 

Inclosure 2. Extract. Political despatch to Bom¬ 
bay, August 17 

IncUmuro 8. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 
Bombay Government. October 14.. 

Memorandum on the above. February 7, 1866 

Inquiring how expenses of Mr. Rassam's Mission are to 
be paid. India Office claim repayment of 1.968/. 10a. 10d. 273 

Report on proceedings of Mr. Consul Moore with 
reference to protection of Abyssinian* by British 
Consul at Jerusalem. Thinks Mr. Finn was originally 
to blame in the matter, but not Mr. Moore .. 273 


269 


270 

270 

270 

271 
271 


XXT 


Stcretani of Fbfif •***»>«•] 

** 1806. 
307. Colonel Stanton • F, * h - 1 


list or paper* 

1866 . 


Receipt. 
1866. 
Feb. 13 




SlBJXCT. 


Pag. 


308. UM Stanton . F ‘ b - 12 FeK 18 




309. To Mr. Ptttday 


Feb. 14 .. 


810 . To Newsfiaper* .. Feb. 14 

311. Lieut-Col. Merewether Jan. 21 Fob. 14 
(Extract.) 


274 

273 

278 

272. 

279 


312. Mr. Purday 

Feb. 15 

Feb. 17 

313. Mr. Purday .. 

Feb. 16 

Feb. 17 

314. To Mr. Purday 

Feb. 20 

•• 

315. Count do Moynitr .. 

Feb. 22 

F« b. 24 

315*. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 14.) 

Feb. 12 

Feb. 27 

316. India Office 

Feb. 23 

Feb. 26 

317. Colonel Stanton 

(No. IK.) 

Feb. 16 

Feb. 27 


Forwarding Mr. Pal grave’s aooount of what p*M«4 
his interview with l>r. Beke. Gives a mnsl unqualified 
denial to most of l>r. Beke* assertions, and offers 
explanations with regard to the remainder • • 

Inclosure. Mr. Palgrave to Colonel Stanton, Jan¬ 
uary 31, 1866 

Telegrai hie. Rassam reached Matemma Nov. 21,1^- 
llai written to King to announce hiaarrival there. 

N, ws from prisoners to Oct. 17, all well, but still ui 
fetters. King said to be ttt Godjam 

Mr Palgrave denies statements made by Dr. D«*ke. 

May £« his letter any dky he likes to call at the 

Foreign Office .. 

p_ \tat«mm»oaUov.Jl. Mew. from Captive. 

to Oct. 17 • * 

Vqw. from »<■ Not. *, ami from (Won to 

a.,., t 28 Rassam left Kassala Nov. 9, exjiectcd at 
Matemma dan. HI. Arrival of Dr, Beke at Aden. 

Jan. 10. 

*• Victoria, - 

Mr. Rassam's arrival. 

Iudoaure 1. Kev. H. Stern to 
Magdalu, Sept. 12. 1M* 

Inclosure 2. Consul ( amenm to 
Magdala, Sept. 16, 1864 
Iuclosure 3. Consul Cameron 

Magdala, Sept. 17, 1865 . • •• 

Inclosure 4. Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam, 
Magdala, Sept. 28, 1863 • • 

Inelotmro 5. Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam, 

Magdala,-- 

Declining to come to the Foreign Office to see Mr. Pal- 
grave's letter respecting Dr. Beke 
Offering to call and h!v»w Lord Clarendon Dr. Boks's 
letter respecting Mr. Palgrave . 

To pm in writing anything further he may have to 
comniuuicato respecting Dr. Beke and Mr. Palgrave 281 

Offering to proceed to Abyssinia with 100 men to ^ 
release captives .. 

Received telegram of Fob. ». m. nmiM. iai 


iia •« an. - . . • 

j Depai ture for Maasowah on G'ard the 

ria, M dan. 11. Captives anxiously expecting 
ssaiu's arrival. ^ ant of brandy. »1co. .. 


Mr. Rassam, 

is • • 

Mr. Rassam, 
to Mr. Rassam, 


279 

280 
280 
280 
281 
281 

281 


Requests repayment of further sum of 776/. 2a. Ud.on 
account of Mr. Rassam’a Mission 

Letter, from Mr. Remo, from M*^mm to Be™*- 
l*r 13 ; from prisoners at Magdalu, to Octobc r 16, 
nndul GaffflLtO N-v. uilM-r 16. Arrival of Mr. Kussain, 
|»r Blanc, and Lieutenant Pndeaux at Mat.mma, 

N .vends r 21. Ansminl <>f their journey fr-.ru A1 ih- 
iv.wah. Suppression of the mutiny at Kns- 
sal.i. Al>d-i»l-Mel.ik. im ssenger scut by Sr l. 

.. at Kiularif, enable '0 reaeb Urn 

VIsMina. Conversation with bun on subj.ot of «>■» 
journey, Ac. Mr. Rassam at Matemma, Iks . 1, waiting 
CUrt from the Klug. Merer* earned on m,«t 
Uten.ir. ly at Matemma. Slave, purohaeod by l»y 

mtaaionartea w.ib view to their eonrer.ion to < hr,*, 
tiunity. Dissensious among Eimmean prisoners at 
Magdala. Letters from Captain Cameron an. Mr. 
triad to Mr. Rassam, praying him to come up. Groat 
difficulty experienced by captives in procuring money. 
Mr. Rassam considers demands made on him by 

Captain Cameron unreasonable. Does not see what 

claims prisoners at Magdala and Gaffat have on 
British Government. Stores and rush a tom 
to Captain Cameron, and given by him to oil c r» as 
an act of chanty. Mr. Kind's advice to Mr. Rassam 
as to questions which will Ik* put to him l*y the King. 
Mr. Flad states thnt Samuel has done great mischief 
* Iuclosure 1. Mr. Rassam to Lteutcnant-( olonel 
Mere wether, Matemma, November 27 •• 

InclowOre 2. Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Merewether, Matemma, December l 


282 


283 

283 

283 


Part II. 






UBT OF PAPER*. 

1866. 


No. Hat*. 

1 * 66 . 

317. Colonel Stanton .. Feb. 16 
(C<-ntinued.) (No. 18.) 


Receipt. 
1866 
Feb. 27 


SCBJECT. 


Earl oj Clarendon, 


818. Lieut.-Col. Merewether | Feb. 8 Feb. 27 


819. Mr. Purday .. .. Feb. 26 

820. To Count de Moynier.. Feb. 28 

821. To India Office .. Mar. 5 

322. To Colonel Stautoii .. Mar. 
328. Mr. Ilandcnck.. .. Mar. 8 

314. Colonel Stanton .. Mar. 8 

328. India Office .. .. Mar. 9 


329. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 14. Consular.) 


330. Colonel Stanton .. Mar. 16 

331. To Captain Deaborotigh Mar. 17 

and Mr. Purday 

832. To Colonel Stanton .. Mar. 21 
(No. 17. Consular.) 


(No. 26.) 
>n 

(No. 27.) 


Feb. 

2 G 

Feb. 27 

Feb. 

28 

•, 

Mar. 

5 

•• 

Mar. 


• • 

Mar. 

8 

Mar. 7 

Mar. 

8 

*• 

Mar. 

9 

Mar. 9 

Mar. 

9 

• c 

Mar. 

9 

M 

Mar. 

10 

Mar. 10 

Mar. 

6 

Mar. 16 

Mar. 

16 

Mar. 17 

Mar. 

17 

• • 

Mar. 

21 

•• 

Mar. 

24 

• • 

Mar. 

8 

Mar. 26 

Mar. 

8 

Mar. 26 


lnclosure 8 . Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam, GmfFat, 
November 16 .. .. .. 286 

Inclosure 4. Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam, 
Magdala, October 10 .. .. .. 287 

IncloMure 5. Consol Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

Magdala, October 16 .. .. ..287 

Indoeure 6 . Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam, 
Magdala, October 17 .. .. .. 287 

Inclosure 7. Consul Cameron to Mr. Ilertalet, 
Ootoler 16 .. .. ,, ..288 

Inckmure H. Mr. Rassam to lieutenant-Colonel 
Merewether, Matemma, December 18 .. 289 

Inclosure 9. Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam, GafTat, 
August 1 .. .. .. ..289 

IncloMure 10. Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam, GafTat, 
August 21 .. .. ..291 

Inclosure 11 . Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam, 

July 8 .. * .. . .. 291 

Inclosure 12. Rev. II. Stern to Mr. Rassam. July 9. 292 

Arrival of Dr. Beke, January 11 , and departure for 
Massowah, January 12. in II M.S. “Victoria." Has 
strongly advised him not to continue his journey until 
further tidings having been received of Mr. Rassam's 
movements .. .. 292 

Incioture I. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 
Dr. Beke, February 8 , 1866 .. .. 293 

Again alludes to conversation said to have passed 
between Dr. Ik-ke and Mr. Palgrave at Cairo .. 294 

No occasion for his services .. .. .. 2S4 

Explanation respecting Mr Barronfs money appro- 
priated by Puerto Effendi at Massowah. ’ Matter 
settled privately.. .. 294 

Mr. Palgrave's explanation satisfactory, except as to 
indiscretion of talking to Dr. Beke (not sent) .. 295 

Hope* prompt measures will be taken to release 
captives .. .. .. ..295 

Telegraphic. I/etter from King received bv Rassam. 
Kwn.I 1 sent to meet him. Starts December 2 m, 1865. 
and expect* to meet the King al-.ut January lu. 1866 295 

Requesting repayment of further sum of 250/. 6 *. 5 d. 
on account of Mr. Rjissiun's Mission .. 296 

latest news from Mr. Kassatn .. .. 296 

Ditto .. .. .. ..296 

Thanks for ditto .. .. .. ..296 

Letter from Mr. Palgrave requesting payment of his 
allowance .. .. .. ..297 

Inch mure 1 . Mr. Palgrave to Colonel Stanton, 
March 1 .. .. ,, 297 

Telegraphic. News from Mr. Rassam to Jan. 4 . 1866, 
and from prisoners to Dec. 27. Mission well received 
by Cliiefs of districts .. .. _ 298 

Latest news from Mr. Rassam and captives .. 298 

To pay Mr. Palgrave at the rate of 100/. a-month 
whilst he remains in Egypt.. .. ## 298 

Requesting repayment of 3,242 L 11 a. 10 d., on account 
of Mr. Rassam's Mission .. .. 298 


Letter received by Mr. Rassam from King Theodore. 
Apology received from King for not affixing seal and 
signature to letter of July 5, 1865. Account of Mr. 
Kassarn's progress. Everything ordered for reception 
of Mission at Debra Tabor .. .. 299 

Inclosure 1 . Mr. Rassam to Lieut-Col. Mere- 
wether. Matemma. Dec. 27, 1865 .. .. 299 

Inclosure 2 . King Theodore to Mr. Rassam. 

Dec. 8 , 1865 .. .. 300 

Inclosure 3. Ditto to ditto, Dec. 11 .. soo 


/ 


LIST OF PARERS. 

1866. 


xxvil 


Secretary of State for Foreign A fain. 


No. 


336. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 30.) 

337. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 31.) 

338. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 


Date. 
1866. 
Mar. 16 

Mar. 16 

Mar. 3 


389. Colonel Stanton 


340. To Treasury .. 

841. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 37.) 

342. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 
(Secret.) 


Mar. 27 

Apr. 4 
Mar. 27 
Mar. 17 


Receipt- 
1866. 
Mar. 27 

Mar. 27 

Mar. 27 


Mar. 27 

Apr. 6 
Apr. 6 


343. Colonel Stanton .. | 

Apr. 5 

Apr. 6 

344. To Captain Desborough 
and Mr. Purday ..i 

Apr. 6 

• • 

345. To Newspaper* 

Apr. 6 

• a 

346. Mr. Purday .. 

Apr. 7 

Apr. 7 

347. India Office 

Apr. 7 

Apr. 9 

348. To Treasury .. 

Apr. 10 

• • 

349. India Office .. 

(Confidential.) 

Apr. 11 

Apr. 13 

350. Treasury 

Apr. 13 

Apr. 14 

351. To India Office 

Apr. 17 

• • 

352. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 40.) 

Apr. 9 

Apr. 23 

353. Lieut.-CoL Merewether 
(Secret.) 

Mar. 28 

Apr. 23 

354. Colonel Stanton 

Apr. 5 

Ar. 23 


P*g« 

.. 801 


Scbjbct. 

Recording telegram (see No. 330) 

Further intelligeooe from Mr. Rassam to January 4 301 


News from Mr Rassam to Jan. 4. Is making satisfactoiy 
progress. Has sent money asked for to Captain 
Cameron. Mr. Flad has also sent some to him. 

Death of Mrs. Rosenthal's child, Dec. 8 . Dr. Beke at 
Massowah. Feb. 27. lias informed Colonel Mere¬ 
wether that lie has written to the King, and intends 
to proceed to his Court as quickly as possible. 
Letter despatched Jan. 30. Cause of M. Bar del ■ 


imprisonment .. • • • • 

Indoeure I. Consul Cameron to Mr. 

Magdala, Dec. 11, 1865 
Inclosure 2. Ditto to 
Ditto to 
Mr. Fled to 


lnclosure 3. 
Inchwure 4. 

Dec. 28 
Inclosure 5. 


ditto, 

ditto, 

ditto. 


Ditto to 


ditto* 


Jan. 3, 1866 


301 

Rassam. 

.. 302 
Dec. 18 303 
Dee. 27 303 
GafTat, 

.. 304 
GafTat, 

.. 305 


Telegraphic. Rassam ha* joined Emperor. Kinpsays 
he has nothing against Cameron, and would let huu go, ^ 
ouly he will not go without the others .. • • 805 

That certain sum of £4,269 1* 2d- be repaid to India 
Office, on account of Mr. Rassnm's Mission .. 305 

Despatch from Col. Merewether of March 17 .. 306 

Nows from Mr. Rassam to Dec. 27; from GafTat to 
Nov. 16; and from Magdala Oct. 17 (already re¬ 
ceived, No. 317). Comments on contents. Pecuniary 
transactions between Mr. Rassam and Capt. Ca¬ 
meron. All monies sent by Col. Merewether to Con¬ 
sul Cameron, intended for benefit of all the Captives.. 306 
lnclosure 1 to 15 already arrived, No. 817 .. 307 

lnclosure 16. Mr. Rassam to Lieut.-Col. Mere¬ 
wether, Jan. 1, 4, and 11, 1866. Well re¬ 
ceived l>y Chiefs and others. Has seen the 
messenger who brought him the false news 
of Cameron’s release, ami conversed with him 
on the subject . - • • • • 

Telegraphic. News from Rassam to Feb. 7. Well 
received by King. All prisoners ordered to Is- released, 
and to be delivered to Mr. Rassam, at Debra fabor 310 

News from Rassam. Feb. 7. All prisoners to W< re- 
leased, and delivered to Mr. Rassam, at Debra Tabor. 310 

Ditto ditto .. .. ..311 

Thanks for news contained ill above letter ..311 

RcsjsTting repayment of 112/. 17*. 3d. on account of 

Mr. Ransom's Mission .. -• ..811 

For repayment of 112/. 17*. 3d. to India Office, on 
account of Mr. Rawsum’s Mission .. .. 311 

Despatch from Colonel Merewether forwarding news 
from captives to December 27, and from Rassam to 
January 4, 1866. (Already received. No. 338.) 312 


Repayment ordered of £4.269 1*. 2d. to India Office on 
account of Mr. Rasaam's Mission 

inpayment of £4,269 1*. 2d. ordered for Rassam’s 
Mission 

Despatch from Colonel Merewether. Satisfactory news 
of Rawam's Mission 

Mews from Rassam to February 7 His magnificent 
reception by the King. All captive* ordered to be 
released. King has written a letter to the Queen, 
and has made handsome presents to Mr. Rassam .. 

Recording telegram (No. 343.) .. •• 


312 


813 


313 


313 

314 





xxrin 


U8T OP PAPBR8. 

1860 . 


[£arl of CTarmdm, 


No. 

• 

366. To Colonel Stanton .. 
(No. 26. Consular.) 

j Date. 
1*66. 
Apr. 26 

R»*ceipt 

1866. 

856. Colonel Stanton 

Apr. 27 

Apr. 28 

857. To Mr. Purday am 
C'apt. Deahoruugb .. 

Apr. 28 

•• 

358. To Newspapers 

Apr, 28 

i. 

359. Captain De«d»orough .. 

Apr. 30 

Api. 30 

360. Mr. Purday .. 

Apr. 30 

Apr. 30 

361. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 29. Consular). 

Apr. 27 

May 14 

362. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 31. Consular.) 

May 4 

- 

May 14 

363. Lieut.-Cnl. Mcrewether 
(Secret.) 

Apr.24 

May 14 

364. Colonel Stanton 

May 22 

May 22 

865. To Newspapers 

May 23 


866. To Mr. Purday and 
Captain |)«>h!m trough 

May 23 


367. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 82. Consular.) 

May 5 

Mnv 2.1 

* 

36 m. Mr. Purday 

May 24 

May 25 

869. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 36. Consular.) 

May 19 

May 2* 

370 Consul Cameron 

Mar. 16 

June 5 

371. Lieut.-Ool. Mere wet her 

May 12 

June 5 


1 

' 


Subject. 


PBg* 


Mr. Pi»4rrar«'® aerrirm no I onger required. May return 
to England, or proceed elsewhere, at his own conve¬ 
nience .. .. .. .. 3 H 

Telegraphic. News from Cameron. Feb. 26. AU prisoners 
at Magdala released from their chains. Feb. 26. [t 25}. 

Are going* to <J affat to lw» handed nrw to Rassam. 

No further judgment of Messrs. Stem and Rosenthal 314 

Captives released from chains, February 25 ..314 


Do. do. 

Api. 30 Thanks for above intelligence.. 

Thanks for altove intelligence.. 

Recording telegram (No. 356).. 

Desjtatcb from Colonel Mcrewether (No. 363) 


315 
.. 315 

.. 315 
.. 315 

.. 316 


Release of Captives. All assembled at Korata. King 
at Zegth. Statements mode by Mcerebu VVurkur and 
Michael Yonss. Meeting between the King and Mr. 
Kossoin at Domot. Present of dresses and money made 
by the King to Mr. Kaasutn. King declares cause of 
Cameron’s imprisonment to have been the non-receipt 
of s reply to hi* letter to the Queen. Samuel the 
oause of it .. ., ., 

lncloeurs 1. Lieutenant-Colonel Mcrewether to 
Karl of Clarendon, April 20. Telegraphic 
Inclosurc 2. Statement of Michael Yorirs, April 23, 
1866 


316 

317 


317 


Telegraphic. Arrival of Lieutenant-Colonel Mcrewether 
at j'uez. May 22. News from Raasani to April 9. 
R-uutani crossed Lake (Tsana) to take leave of the 
King, whilst ex-captives proceeded to liorgora, where 
ho would rejoin them ., ., ,. 318 

Ditto ., .. .. .. ..318 

Ditto .. .. .. .. ,. 318 

Advice of bill, 300/., Mr. Palgravo’s Mission .. 318 

Thanks for news from Mr. Rasanin ., .. 319 

Mr. IWsiiin still well treated by King, and presented 
by ilm Majesty with lOJHiQ dollars. Report of Mr. 
Kassitm's having gone to Zighiv to take leave of King, 

April 11, and of prisoners having start* d en route for 
Ihnubea. Mr Uaxsiuu to join them at Gorgon*. 

t Letter from Dr. Boke received by EnijMTor. March 15, 
and given to Mr. liassam to read, March 16. lio|ms 
no ill result will arise therefrom .. ,. 319 

lie and other prisoners were released from chains on the 
24th Feb. (Qy. 25th). King's charges against Inin; of 
lia\ ing gone to Cusaala ; of huviug abused him whilst 
tin-re, and of his not having been able to give any 
account respecting a reply to Ins Letter to the 
Queen ,. ,. ., 320 

Vlr. Rassam’s account of his reception and first inter¬ 
view with King Theodore at Uamot, January 23. 
Queen's Letter delivered to King, same day. ’ Ac¬ 
count of interviews and movements with the King, 
January 29 to February 4. Complaints against the 
Missionaries and Captain Cameron. Mr. Rassam's 
opinion of Samuel. Letter written by the King to 
the Queen announcing the liberal ion of all the captives. 

Mr. Rasaam ordered by King to go to Korata to 
wait till prisoners were brought from Magdala. 
Arrived there February 14. King accompanies him 
Iwirt of the way, and goes on himself to Zagay. Ex¬ 
planation of the cause of King not funnier reply¬ 
ing to Mr. Katun's letters. Present of etuuiry gifts 
and of 5,000 crowns by the King to Mr. Kaasam, to 
spend in any manner he liked, “excepting in a way 
unpleasant to the Lord our God." All prisoners 


OF PARKS. 


Secretary of State for Foreign Afar*.] 


1866 . 


No. 

371. Lieut -CoL Mcrewether 
(Comtammd.) 

Date. 
1866. 
May 12 

Receipt. 
1866. 
June 2 

372. Mr. Purday .. 

Juuo 7 

June 11 

378. Dr. Beke 

June 11 

June 13 

874. To Dr. Beke .. 

June 19 


375. Colonel Stanton 

June 21 

June 25 

376. Colonel Stanton 

J line 29 

June 30 

377. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 49. Consular.) 

June 14 

July 4 

378. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 31. Consular.) 

June 21 

July 4 , 

379. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 52. Consular.) 

J une 24 

July 4 

I 

380. Captain Deebnrough .. 

July 3 

July 4 

381 1 To Captain Desborough 

382 J and Mr. Purday .. 

July 4 

•• 

383. Mrs. Stern 

July 4 

July 5 

384. To Mrs. Stern.. 

July 5 

.. 1 


SCBJUCT. 


P*** 


released February 24, and arrived at Korata March 
12. King’s present to Mr. Rasaam of a further 
sum of 5,000 dollars. Arrival of Dr. Reke’s letter 
with petition from relative*. (March 15, see No. .) 
King’s heart touched with the latter. Prisoners 
cannot leave till a/ter April 8 (Easter). Wish of 
the Kiug to see released prisoners. Interview dis¬ 
pensed with at suggestion of Mr. Raasani. Charges 
preferred against them (March 13), and Court 
ordered by the King to be held. Confession of all, 
and prayer for forgiveness. Queen’s letter to King 
Theodore, and His Majesty's reply, read publicly. 
Message seut by King to Mr. Kaasam to cross the 
Lake to Zegie to tako loava, but to send the released 
prisoiieis round to Gorgora, where Mr. Rassam would 
rejoin them. Their immediate de|«xrturo. Offer made 
by Lieutouaut-C Monel Mcrewether to Dr. Beke to 
convey him from Massowali to Suee. Accented. 
(Arrived May 22, see No. .) Colonel Mere- 
wether’s and Mr. Rassam’s favourable opinion of M. 
Munxinger. .. .. .. .. 320 

Letter from Rev. II. Stern. Captives relearn*) from 
chains February 24. Left Magdala February 25. 
Reached Gaffat March 7. Reconciliation with King 
effected through Mr. Rassam’s agency, March 10. 
Arrival of letter from Dr. Beke, and petition to King 
from relatives, March 16. King’s reply that “he had 
already, for tho sake of tho Queen of England, libe¬ 
rated the prisoners." .. .. • • 

Arrived in England from Abyssinia, June 8. Regret 
at bearing that a letter he wrote to Mr. Purday con¬ 
cerning Mr. Palgravo bail been communicated to Lord 
Clarendon. Offers explanations 

Receipt of above letter 

Telegraphic. Rumoured attempt of Captain Cameron to 
the King, mid his recapture.. 

Telegraphic. No truth in report of Captuin Cameron’s 
attempt to escape. Arrival of Mr. Flail at Alexandria 
(June 29). Mission and captives all detained by the 
King. Wants some guarantee of good disposition of 
British Government towards him before they leave.. 328 

Advice of bill, tOOL, Mr. Palgrave’s ex|X‘nsoe .. 328 

Recording telegram (No. 375) .. .. 328 

Commentimr ou rumoured attoinot of Cui>tuiuCameron 

. 329 

. 329 


325 


326 

327 

328 


to esrapo .. .. .. 

For any information respecting Captain Cameron 

Arrival of Mr. Flail at Alexandria. Europeans havo 
not left Abyssinia .. .. 


latest intelligence 


.. 329 
330 
330 


885. Colonel Stanton 

June 26 

July 7 

(No. 54. Consular.) 



386. Captain Goodfellow .. 

Juno 17 

July 7 

(No. 457. Secret.) 



387. Captain Goodfellow .. 

(No. 466. Secret) 

Part IL 

Jane 21 

July 9 


Lord Stanley , Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire. 

Despatches from Aden. Nows from Massowah to 
June 1 .. .. •• •• 330 

News from Massowah to June 1. Arrival of Mr. Flad 
at Massowah. May 31, haviug left King’s camp at 
Zeghe, April 21. Mission and captives still detained. 

Kiug auxious to prolong negotiations ., .. 331 

In closure 1. M. Munxinger to Captain Goodfellow, 

June 1, 1866 . .. 831 

Arrival of Mr. Flad at Aden, June 21. and departure 
for Suez same day. Is entirely without clothes or 
other means, lias given him clothing and tOL for 
current expenses . • .. # • • 332 

ft 














HI 


LIST OP PAPERJ. 



No. 

388. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 57. Consular.) 


389. Mr. Ksmsoi 

390. Mr. Kassam . 


391. India Office 
Mr. Flad 


l 

393. Mr. Had 


r - * 
«. 



I 860 . 


[Lord Stanley, 


Ik ite. 
1866. 
June 29 


Apr. 18 


Apr. 18 


Receipt. 
1866. 
July 9 


July 10 


July 10 


Slbjbct. 


Page 


July 9 
July 9 


July 10 
July 10 


July 10 


334 

335 

335 

336 
336 


Han seen Mr. Flad and given him 50/. for current 
expense*. Raasam and all European* detained by 
by the King. Suspicions of His Majesty that British 
Government will take measures to punish him for 
ill-treatment of captives. Excited by M. Bardel. 

Mr. Flail's high opinion of Mr. Rassam’a tact and 
judgment .. .. .. .. 33 * 

Ib ply of King to pctitiou from relatives of captives 
forwanled through Dr. Beke .. _ _ 333 

Inelosure. letter from King The<*l„re to relatives 
of captives, A {nil 17, 1866. All released for sake 
of Quet-u of England .. .. .. 335 

Account of reception of his Mission by the King, Jan. 28. 

All prisoners released. List of them. Tlieii interview 
with the King, April 16; their confession, and pardon. 

King has presented Mr. Kassam with 1 ft,000 dollars, 
and other gifts. Is anxious for British artisans. All de¬ 
tained at present for friendship sake. Application of 
Mr. Itassum for gunpowder, arms, chijh, and a l»oat 
for use of King. Two letters written by the King to 
the Qscen 

Inelosure 1 . List of released prisoners, April 4 , 

1866 ,. 

Inelosure 2. Letter from King Theodore to the 
Queen. Cameron and other captives, released. 

Asks for pardon, Jan. 29 .. 

Inelosure 3. Ditto to ditto. Captives 
handed over to Mr. Kassam. Has kept him for 
the sake of consulting together upou the exten¬ 
sion of friendship, April 17, 1866 .. 

Latest Intelligence from Aden (Nos. 380, 3*9, 387) 

Annl 13 appointed by King for departure of Mr. 
Hassaiu and all Europeans from K<.n«ta for England. 

All detained same dav. Account of seizure of Mr. 
Riuwaru, Lieutenant PrideauX, and Dr. Blanc, by the 
Kings orders, at Zeghe, and of the captives shortly 
after they had left Koruta. Mumy and other things 
taken from them by the King. Examination of Mr. 
Kassam and others l*efore the King, April 13; and of 
Captain Cameron ami others, April 16 ; the latter im¬ 
prisoned and chained. Petition from relatives read by 
Captain Cameron, April 17. King on hearing that 
prisoners had left Koruta for Tshelga, told Mr. Kassam 
that he hud no right to send them without his permis¬ 
sion. Mr. Plad’sopinion that Kassam will Is* detained 
until artisans are sent to him from England. King 
attributes his own conduct to Satanic influence, and 
appeals to the captives to forgive him. Determination 
of the King to send some one to England with a 
letter to the Queen, asking for artisans to be sent 
to him. Mr. Flad selected. Left for England 
April 21 .. .. .. fi 336 

I lib opinion as to the causes of the King’s ill-feeling 
towards England. Proceeding* „f Captain Cameron 
and M. Daniel. Publication of despatches by the 
Government- Insertion of letters and articles m the 
newspapers. Private mission of Dr. Beke. Padre 
Dehnonte, M. Barth Fs oorrosjiondent at Muasow ah. 
Captain Cameron’s visit to Bogus with Samuel (who 
wrote and told the King that Cameron had abused 
him to the Turks). Cause of his subsequent visits 
to Kassala, Gen da, and (Jordan King's annovanoe 
at non-receipt of an answ er to his letter to the Queen. 

Arrival of a despatch for Cameron, four months 
and a half after his second arrival in Abyssiuia, 
ordering him to return to Massowah, and to inform 
British Government of French proceedings against 
Abyssinia. Its effect on the King on a copy l>eing 
communicated to IDs Majesty. Imprisonment uf 
Cameron mid othirs in chains. Cause of Mr. Stem’s 
imprisonment aud torture. W ritten promise given 
to Dejaj Meerut by Captain Cameron of f>rottvtion 
for having Ufriended English prisoners, made use of 
by M. Bardel. Promises made by British Government 
to King Theodore tlirough Consul Plowdeu never 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 
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XXXI 


No. 

393. Mr. Had 

(LonUnued.) 


Date. I Receipt. 

1866. I 1866. 

July in 


Subject. 


Page 


394. Mr. Coles 

395. Mr. Purday . 

396. Mr. Flad 

397. Mr. Had 

398. To Mr. Purday 


399. Mr. Pal grave . 


July 12 

July 12 July 13 
July 12 July 13 


Lord Stanley .. 

400. Colonel Stanton 

401. To Captain Goodfellow ; 


July 14 
July 14 


July 13 


July 16 

June 29 1 
July 16 


July 14 


July 14 


realized. Offer of Mr. Flad to endeavour to procure 
workmen. Sums given by Kiug Theodore to Mr. 
Kassam and Consul Cameron, and for Consul Plow- 
den's ransom, amount together to 30,(KM) German 
crowns. Part of it might lie laid out in instrument* 
for the King. Mr. Kassam should be appointed 
Consul at Massowah and ui Abyssinia. If fore© 
w. re threatened, King might release English subjects 
at one©; but all Eunqiean* might be slaughtered. 
Recommends continuance of pacific means 

Memorandum on Mr. Hussain’* Mission to Abyssinia.. 

Has Mr. Flad brought any news from captive*? 

Account of his excuse* from Abyssinia to London. 
Inquiry as to his future allowances 

Rumour of an intended Egyptian descent upon Bogos 348 

News brought by Mr. Flad. Mr. Rassam and others 
not likely to h ave Abyssinia until Hod returns with 
an answer to a letter the King bus written to the 
Queen .. .. •« .. B48 

Returned to England July 10, having left Cairo June 25. 
Requests that his journey home (£36) be repaid to 
him; and that an allowance be made to him during 
his detention in Egypt flow May 1 to Juue 20, 1806 349 

Memorandum as to his having nn interview with Mr. 
Had.. .. •• •• •• M0 

.. 349 


341 

344 

345 

346 


402. Mr. Kassam and others 


Flad’s 


403. Mr. Flad 


.JJuly 17 July 17 


404. Mr. Flad to King Theo-1 July 18 
dure 


405. To Mr. Pulgrave 


406. Lieut.-Col. Mere wet her 
(Secret.) 


July 18 


July 18 


July 16 | Recording telegram (No. 376) 

Approving proceedings with regard to Mr 
journey .. •• •• •• 850 

July 17 Extracts from private letters, April 1C and 1«, 1866 .. 850 

Is anxious to have an audience with tin- Queen .. 351 
Inelosure. King Theodore to Mr. Find. Wants 
skilled 'irtizans from Europe. M ill jwiy and treat, 
them well. List of men ami materials required. 851 

Arrived in London, July 18. His letters well n-eeiyed 
by the Queen. Inquiry being made ref peering 
artisan*. Hopes to return in September. War in 
Germany 

Chief Clerk authorized to pay hirn at rate of UK)/, a- 
month, from May 1 to June 20, 1866, and 36/. for Ins 
journey home .. . . 

July 18 | Rumoured intention of Egypt to advance troops to 
Abyssinian frontier. Danger of such u ste© to lives 
of captives. M wnriiiu guns and French officers 
about to Ikj scut from Algiers to Alexandria to bo 
used against Abyssinia .. 


351 


352 


352 


407. To Lord Cowley .., J»'y 18 

(So. 44.) j 

408 . To Colonel Stantou .. July 19 


Copy to No. 406. To make inquiries 


Suppt. 


409. To Colonel Stanton .. 

(No. 43. Consular.) 

410. To Colonel Stanton .. 


411. Mr. Palgrave .. 


412. To Mr. Flad .. 


413. Mr. McDowalL. 


July 19 
July 19 

July 19 

July 19 


July 19 


July 19 


Telegraphic. Any truth in rumoured Egyptian expe¬ 
dition against Abyssinia ? .. 

Copy of letter from Colonel More wether resisting 
rumoured Egyptian expedition against Abyssinia .. 

Telegraphic. Mr. Ra«*am should Ikj informed if 
posable, through Aden, of Mr. Find’s arrival in 
England .. • • 

Account of expenses whilst in F.gypt, 2,118/. 3#. 6 d. 
Suggests that he should bo allowed to retain certain 
articles (worth about 180/.) for presents on future 
occasions •• • • •• 

Chief Clerk is authorize! to pay him expenses of his 
journey to England, 557/. 12*., aud 1/. 1#. a-day 
during his stay in London .. 

Is a nephew of Mr. Bell who was for eighteen years 
in Abyssinia, and was kilh-d in King The<»dore’» ser- 
vice. Offers to go out as Political Agent to obtain 
release of captives .. • • • • 


353 


353 


354 


354 


355 


355 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 


No. 

414. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 69.) 


415. Colonel Stanton 

| July 20 

July 20 

416. Earl Cowley .. 

(No. 79.) 

July 20 

July 21 

417. To Colonel Stanton .. 
(No. 44. Consular ) 

July 21 

•• 

418. To Mr. Palgruve 

July 24 

•• 

419. To Mr. McDouall 

July 24 


420. To Captuin Goodfellow 

July 26 

« • 

421. Mr. Palgrave .. 

(No. 2.) 

July 25 

July 26 

422. Mr. Palgrave .. 

July 26 

July 26 

423. Colonel Stanton 

July 20 

July 28 

424. Mr. Murray .. 

July 28 

•• 

425. To. Mr. Palgrave 

July 30 


426. To Colonel Stanton .. 
(No. 17. Consular.) 

Aug. 1 

•• 

427. Mr. Murray .. 

Aug. 1 

•• 

428. Mr. Murray .. 

Aug. 2 

•• 

429. House of Commons .. 

Aug. 8 


480. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 77. Consular.) 

July 23 

Aug. 7 

431. Consul Cameron 

May 21 

Aug. 9 


Date. 
1866. 
July 10 


Receipt. 
1806. 
July 20 


482. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 67. Consular.) 

433. Mr. Kasaam .. 


July 31 
May 27 


Aug. 9 
Aug. 9 


434. Captain Goodfellow ... 

(Secret.) 


July 20 [ Ang. 9 


1866 . 


[Lord Stanley, 


Subject. 


Page 


Letter from Padre Stella respecting Bogr*. Disputed 
territory. Egyptian invasions. Interference of Consul 
Plowden in 1*51 in favour of inhabitants. Protection 
promised them by Consul Cameron. Fresh attacks 
from Egypt. M. Sulla hopes country will be looked 
upon as a British possession 

In closure. M. Stella to Colonel Stanton, Keren. 

May 28, 1866 .. .. ./ 

Telegraphic. Rumours of Egyptian expedition against 
Abyssinia ungrounded 

Denial of French Government of all knowledge of 
intended Eg} j tian expedition against Abyssinia .. 

French Government have no knowledge of an intended 
Egyptian expedition against Abyssinia 

Cannot retain for future use certain articles pun based 
for presents on his mission to Abyssinia. Must sell 
everything 

No occasion for his services .. 

Letters from Mr. Flad to King Theodore and others .. 

Forwarding list of articles proposed to be withheld 
from sale, with cost-price marked against them 
Indusurc. List of articles 

Suggests that articles proposed to be reserved for sale 
be handed over te Mr. Flad .. .. . # 350 

Recording Telegram (No. 415) .. Suppt 

Memorandum of his interview with Mr. Flad, who 
declines to accept any responsibility with regard to 


356 

856 

356 

357 
357 

357 

357 

358 

358 

358 


the artixaus 
Must sell everything 

May draw on Chief Clerk for 50/., advanced to Mr. 

Had.. 

Memorandum on progress made in procuring nrtizaus 
for King 1 heodore. Colonel Merewether endeavour¬ 
ing to procun* them 

with 
in 


Memorandum on state of Abyssinian question wit 
’reference to Mr. D. Griffith’s Notion of Motion i 
House of Commons 

Address for pajters (list of those laid) 

No foundation for rumour of intended Egyptian demon¬ 
stration against Abyssinia .. 

No importance to be attached to his letter of March 16. 
King afraid of n-(>risals. Wants urtizans as hostages. 
Account of departure of captives for Korata. and sub¬ 
sequent arrest and ill-treatment by King’s orders. 
Charges against him ; for having returned to the 
King without an answer to his letter to the Queen; 
and attempting to return to Massowah according to his 
instructions. Treatment of Mr. Rassain and his party 
bv the King, for attempting to get out of the country 
Hopes Government will be linn and accompany their 
remonstrance by a demonstration on the frontier. No 
more presents likely to do good 


359 

359 

360 

360 

361 

362 

362 


368 


Despatch from Aden. News from Abyssinia to May 29 364 

King has been very kind to him and his party since Mr. 

Flad s departure. Salute fired on Queen's birthday. 
Letter reached King from Dr. Beke, May 26. announ¬ 
cing his detention in Tigre by rebels. * King's reply. 

Mr. Rassam has given 600/. in all to Consul Cameron 
to pay various debt* .. .. . 364 

Letters from Mr. Rassam. and others. Mr. Flad’s 
journey to England. King’s kindness to Mr. Rassam 
and his party. King wants artisans and books 00 
artillery frem Bombay. Suggests a few fuses be 
sent to His Majesty. Deteution of Dr. Beke at 

llallain, ami letter from him to the King. King’s * 
reply. Dr. Blanc’s account of his treatment, as well 
as that of Mr. Rassam and Lieutenant Prideaux, by the 
King. Trial of Captain Cameron and the other captives 865 
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No, 

434. Captain Goodfellow ..! 
(Continued.) 

Date. 
1866. 
July 20 

Receipt. 
1866. 
Aug. 9 

435. Consul Cameron to Mr. 
U. Seymour, M.P. j 

May 25 

Aug. 9 

436- Captain Goodfellow .. 

July 21 

Aug. 7 

437. Mr. Eveleigh 

(Private.) 

Aug. 8 

Aug. 9 

438. Minute* 

Aug. 1, 
7, Si 13 

• • 

439. Mr. Gibson 

Aug. 13 

Aug. 14 

410. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

. 

Aug. 16 


441. To Mr. Eveleigh 

Aug. 17 


442. To Treasury .. 

Aug. 18 

• • 

443. Treasury 

Aug. 21 

Aug. 21 

444. To Mr. Gibeon 

Aug. 21 


445. Mr. Hammond 

(Extract. 

Aug. 22 


44G. India Office 

Aug. 22 

Aug. 23 

447. To Captain Goodfellow 

Aug. 25 

•• 

448. Mr. Purday .. 

Aug. 27 

j Aug. 28 




Part II 



Subject. 


Page 


Inclosure 1. Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Merewether (Zegay), May 28 and 29 .. 365 

Inclosure 2. l)r. Blanc to Lieutenant Colonel 
Merewether, May 26 .. .. • • 9®* 

Inclosure 3. Consul Cameron to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Merewether, May 26 .. .. •• 5W 

Account of seizure ami detention of Mr. Rassam and 
bis party, as well as of himself ami Other captives. 
Charges' made by King against him and others. 
Device on Mr. Keren's carpet taken as an insult by 
the King. Captain Cameron states he went to Bogus 
to look after Christian women carried into slavery, 
ami to try to get back cattle stolen from inhabitants. 
Reasons assigned for Ins return to Abyssinia. Ac¬ 
count of subsequent behaviour of the King towards 
Mr. Stem and himself 


Application from M. Munzinger for increase of salary. 
Inclosure 1. M. Munzinger to Captain Goodfellow, 
July 16 

Offering to go to Abyssinia in an official capacity to 

S remote advancement of commerce between Great 
Iritain and Abyssinia .. .. 

Mr. FI ad's audience with the Queen 

Again offering his services .. • • 

Suggestion as to best means to be adapted to obtain 
release of British subjects detained in Abyssinia. If 
Her Majesty's Government are not prepared to go to 
war, King Theodore's confidence might U* won by 
frankness and liberality. Suspicions mused in King's 
mind by Kardel and Samuel. A sergeant of artillciy, 
an Armstrong gun, machinery, ami other articles asked 
for bv the King, should Is* sent to him, and ariizans 
hhoiifd Is- invited to go out at their own risk and free 
will Suggestions with regard to their engagement. 
Kepi) which should l*e returned to King’s letters to 
the Queen. Every endeavour should bo mnde^ to 
prevent Egypt from attacking Abyssinia. Mr. Mad 
should have an audience of the Queen. Colonel 
Merewether has already received offers from several 
persons te go out to’ Abyssinia, to enter King's 
service. Mr. Talbot. Estimate of cost of machinery 
and other articles. List of presents ter King 
Salaries of artiv.ua*. Total expenditure, £3,500 

No occasion for his service* .. 


369 

370 

371 

371 

371 

372 


373 

378 


Account of Mr. Flail's visit to England. Continued 
detention of British subjects. Application from King 
Theodore for artizans. Suggests that his wishes be 
complied with .. .. • • • • 

Approving of proposed arrangementsios|**etingartisans, 

Ac., for King Theodore. Order given for issue of 
3,500/. by Chief Clerk at Foreign Office .. .. 379 

No occasion for his service* .. .. .. 3C9 

That telescopes bo Bent to King Theodore .. 379 

For repayment of 311/. Us. ll<t on account of Mr. 
Baaaaurs Mission .. • • • • 880 

Sanctioning increase of M. Munzinger** salary from 
240/. to 360/. a-year teni|*>ranly 
letter from Mr. Stern. Expectation or captives for 
compensation for their proisnrty seized and conhs- 
cated by King Theodore. Complains of Mr. Murray s 
behaviour to Mr. Flail, and of his •* refusal to give even 
a suit of clothes for the poor captives to return in. 
Kindness of Mr. Flad to captives. Original cause of 
King’s behaviour was tin- non-receipt of a reply te 
his letter to the Queen. Detention of the Queen s 
reply eighteen months at Massowah .. •• 

Inclosure 1. Rev. 11. Stem to Mrs. Stem, May 

26.1866 .. 

Iucloeures 2 and 3. Pamphlet* .. • • 


380 


380 

882 

383 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 


I 449. Captain Goodfellow 

I (Secret.) 

Date. 
1866. 
Aug. 19 

Receipt. 
1866. 
Sept. 5 

1 450. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 76 Consular.) 

Aug. 27 

Sept. 5 

451. Captain Goodfellow .. 

Aug. 19 

Sept. 10 

252. Colonel Playfair 

Sept. 10 

Sept. 10 

453. Mr. Purday .. 

Sept. 10 

• • 

454. Mr. Palgrave .. 

Sept. 10 

Sept. 11 

455. Mr. Reade 

Sept. 11 

Sept. 11 

456. To Mr. Purday 

Sept. 13 

• t 

457. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 78. Consular.) 

Sept. S 

Sept. 15 

458. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 79. Consular.) 

Sept. 5 

Sept. 15 

459. Captain Goodfellow* .. 

(Secret.) 

Aug. 28 

Sept. 15 

460. Mr. Flad to King The¬ 
odore 

Sept. 1 

Sept. 17 

461. Lieut!-Col. Merewether 

Sept. 17 

Sept. 19 

f 

462. Liout.-Col. Merewether 

Sept. 18 

Sept. 19 

463. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

s 

Sept. 5 

Sept. 19 

161. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

Sept. 22 

. . 

465. Mr. Flad 

Sept. 21 

Sept. 22 


I 860 . 


[Lord Stanley, 


Subject. 


Has written to Mr. Rassam to announce safe arrival 
of Mr. Flad in England. No further news from captive* 383 

Forwarding above letter from Aden .. .. 383 

Letters from Mr. Flad forwarded to Massow&h .. 383 

Letter for Mr. Itasgam .. .. .. 3 84 

Duplicate of letter from Mr. Stern. Asks for reply .. 384 

Orders have been given by him for sale of all articles 
purchased for bis Mission .. ,, 334 

Telegraphic. From 8,000 to 10,000 Maria Theresa 
i dollars only can be procured at Alexandria. Auy 
number to be had at Vienna .. .. 384 

For explanation of passage in his letter of September 10, 
that “a suit of clothes” had been refused by the 
Foreign Office “to the poor captives to return in." .. 383 

Extract from Smyrna journal “ riraportiaL" Text of 
letter from Count de Bisson on state of affairs in 
Abyssinia ; a tissue of falsehoods and misrepresenta- 

•• .. ..385 

inclosure. Extract from “l'linpartial” .. 3*3 

Despatch from Captain Goodfellow 387 

Letter’ from Mr. Rassam to June 20. Altered conduct 
of KingowW* to false rumours. Cholera broken out 
in King's camp. Army moved to Debra Tabor. Mr. 
Kassamand his companions sent to Debra Tabor, and 
afterwards to Magdala. Others sent to tiaffat .. 387 
Inclosure. Mr. Ransam to Lieut.-Col. Merewether, 

Debra Tal»or, June 28 .. .. t . 388 

Has procured artizans. Account of his audience with 
the Queen. Termination of war in Gemiuny. lias 
laid out 2,000 dollars in 1 <k>Is uud instruments for Ilia 
Majesty .. .. .. ..388 

Mr. Talbot has engaged six men, and is going on well 
with the machinery .. tl ggj 

ludosurc. Form of agreement with workpeople 
going to Abyssinia .. .. 389 

Machinery progressing well .. 39 ^ 

Machinery progressing. Arrival of news of captives. 

Have U*en sent to Korata, owing to outbreak of 
ch<,lt - >n » .. .. .. ..390 

For payment of 280 /. to Mr. Tall»ot, for himself and 
six men .. .. .. .. 39 , 

Frenchman Bardel cause of King's altered conduct 
towards captives. Withdrawal of British Consular 
protection from Ahyssinians visiting Jerusalem one 
of the causes of Consul Cameron's imprisonment. Con¬ 
tinent behaviour of Abyssinian priests towards 
British <Government. Convents at Jerusalem should be 
restored to Ahyssinians. Should King still detain 
captives, force of arms should ls> used. Letter from 
Mrs. Flad. Arrival of the King at Korata, June 2, 
and return to Zegay, June 4. owing to outbreak of 
cholera. All captives ordered to pna^tsi to Uoffat, 

June 12. Mr. Rassam and others ordered to apiiear 
before the King at Debra Tabor, June 25. Public 
judgment of Messrs. Stern. Rosenthal, and Mackerer. 
Humoured making of a railroad from Souakin to 
Kassala. I>r. Blanc and Mr. Rosenthal sent to Goffat 
June 26. Arrival of the King at Gaffat, July 3 ! 

Dr. Blanc and Mr. Rosenthal sent to Dehra Tabor." 

Bardel and Samuel cause of all the mischief. Mrs! 

Flad assured of King’s protection. King left Debra 
Tabor for Magdala, July 6, with Rassam and 
others .. .. ,, ^ <jgj 

Inclosnre 1 . Mr. Flad to Lieutenant-Colonel Mere¬ 
wether, Sept 19. No use in sending artizans, 
after King's recent conduct. Advises use of strong 
terms ., .. ., 0 

Inclosure 2. Mrs. Flad to Mr. Flad. Gaffat, July "?. 392 
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1860 . 


No. 

466. Lieut-CoL Merewether 


Pate. 1 Receipt. 
1866. ! 1866. 
Sept 23 


467. To Colonel Stanton .. Sept. 25 

468. Captain Desborough .. Sept. 25 

46D. To Captain Deaborough Sept. 26 
470. Dr. Krapf .. .. Oct. 1 


471. Lieut.-Col. Merewether Oct. 1 


Oct. 4 


Oct. 4 


Subject. 


Page 


472. Lieut.-Col Merewether 

473. The Queen to King Oct. 4 

Theodore 


474. Captain Goodfellow 

Sept. 18 

Oct. 4 

(Secret.) | 



47ft. To Mr. Flad .. .. 

Oct. 8 


476. India Office .. 

Oct. 8 

Oct. 9 

477. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

Oct. 9 

Oct. 10 

478. To Treasury .. 

Oct. 10 

• • 

479 . Colonel Stanton 

Oct. 1 

Oct. 15 

(No. 85. Cousidar.) 



480. Colonel Stanton 

Oct. 5 

Oct. 13 

(No. 86. Consular.) 



481. Captain White 

Oct. 15 

Oct. 15 

482. To Captain White 

Oct. 15 


483. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

Oct. 7 

Oct. 17 

484. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

Oct. 19 

Oct. 19 

| 

483. To Lieut.-Col. Mere- 

Oct 20 

- 


Memorandum. Impossibility of adhering to his original 
plan, owing to grow outrage and insult to British 
Government by King’s treatment of British Envoy 
(Mr. Rassam). Suggests another letter to the King. 
Release of captives should be demanded, and King 
held responsible for consequence of their further 
detention. Threat of punishment if disregarded 
should be followed up by force. Suggests an army 
of from 9,000 to 10,000 men. Proclamation should 
be issued to inhabitants as to the cause tvf the war.. 394 

Telegraphic. “ Victoria" to bo detained at Aden until 
arrival of Mr. Flad .. <* •• 896 

Any news from captives? .. .. .. 896 

It is feared that all captives have been reimprisoned.. 396 

Accompanied Mr. Harris to Shorn in 1841. Thinks 
King would butcher all captives in event of war. 
Suggests an army of 2 ,iNki being sent to Msssowah, 
and another of 1,(MH) to Tadjourn. Slave Trade. 
Climate. Agriculture .. .. • • .396 

A firm and bold attitude the only one likely to bring 
affairs to a speedy issue. Language which should 
be used in answering King's letters. H.M. might be 
lend to ex|«ect Liout.-Col. Merewether to follow 
Mr. Find on a Mission with the artizans, who should 
not be allowed to enter Abyssinia unless matters 
materially changed .. .. • • 396 

Preposed draft of letter from the Queen to the King 
of Abyssinia .. •• .. .. 400 

Reply to his letters of Jan. 29, and April 4, 1866. 
Difficulty in reconciling his assurances with obstacles 
offered to departure of British subjects and other 
Europeans front Abyssinis. Had authorised Mr. 

Flad ttt procure workmen to enter his service before 
news arrived of his altered conduct. Articles required 
by His Majesty sent to Massowah to be delivered to 
officers who conduct Rassam, Cameron, lutd others 
thither .. .. .. .. 


No further news from captives 

Memorandum for him on his return to Abyssinia. Lan¬ 
guage he may use to the King as to feelings of British 
Government. Letter from the Queen to the King. 
Not to hold out any ex|x.*ctation of receiving the 
artizans, but may point out to His Majesty that his 
best chance of getting them is to release all the 
captives •. 

For repayment of 323/. 17s. 6<f. on account of Mr. 
Rassam’s Mission .. .. .. 


400 

102 


402 


403 


403 


account of machinery 

For repayment to India Office of 637/. 12#. ft <L on 
account of Mr. Rassam's Mission .. .. 403 

Oct. 15 No news from Abyssinis, probably caused by rains .. 403 

Message forwarded to Aden respecting the “ Victoria” 404 

Offers his services in Abyssinia .. ., 404 

No occasion for his services .. ., ,, 405 

Should not Mr. Flad receive some mark of approbation 
beyond his 1/. a-day before he leaves England ? lias 
been most kind in sending money and stores to 
Cameron and the others during their imprisonment at 
Magdala 

Minute. 25 L additional given to him 

Requests issue to him of 450/. for purchase of presents, 
and 650/. for salaries, passages, Ac. Passages taken 
for Mr. Talbot and artizans.. 

Chief Clerk will pay him the 1,100/. asked for 


405 

406 


406 

407 





xxxn 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


No. 

486. Captain Goodfellow .. 

(Secret.) 


487. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

488. India Office .. 

489. To Treasury .. 

490. Lieut.-Col. Mere wether 

491. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 


402. To Lieut.-Col. Mere¬ 
wether 

493. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 88. Consular.) 

494. Treasury 

495. To Lieut.-Col. Mere* 

wethor 


496. To Colonel Stanton .. 

(No. 54. Consular.) 

497. Captain Goodfellow .. 

498. Liout.-Col. Merewether 

499. To Lieut.-Col. Mere- 

wether 


500. Liout.-0ol. Merewether 


601. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

502. Captain Goodfellow .. 

(Secret.) 


Date. 

1866. 

Receipt. 

1866. 

Oct. 1 

Oct. 22 

Oct 23 

• • 

Oct. 24 

Oct. 26 

Oct. 27 

• • 

Oct. 27 

Oct. 29 

Oct, 27 

Oct. 29 

Oct. 29 


Oct. 19 

Oct. 80 

Oct. 30 

Oct. 80 

Oct. 31 

•• 

Nov. 2 


Oct. 13 

Nov. 3 

Nov. 3 

Nov. 8 

Nov. 5 

•• 

Nov. 6 

Nov. 8 

Nov. 9 

Nov. 9 

Oct. 25 

Nov. 13 


1866. [Lord Stcmlfy , 


Subject. Page 

No further letters likely to arrive from captives until 
after Mr. Flad’s return. Rebels have conquered 
nearly the whole country. “Victoria” will be sent 
to Suez for Mr. Flad .. .. .. 407 

Forwards printed paoer. showing the proposal for pre¬ 
sents ana artizans Being sent to Abyssinia .. 407 

For repayment of 430/. 12s. 5 <L on account of Mr. 
Uassaui's Mission .. . , .. 407 

For repayment of 430/. 12 a. b<L to Iudia, on account 

of Mr. Rassum’s Mission .. .. 408 

For issue to him of farther sum of 360/., on account of 
artizans and presents .. .. .. 408 

Machinery, presents, and artizans will leave South¬ 
ampton Nov. 4. Will leave himself Nov. 10. Suggests 
that he should also l»e a bearer of an introductory 
letter from the Queen, intimating that la* was sent 
to Massowah with the presents, and to receive King's 
reply. Report in newspapers of a great battle having 
taken place nut confirmed .. •. .. 408 

Chief Clerk will pay him 3C0/. asked for .. .. 409 


Arrival of Mr. Flad at Alexandria, Oct. 18. and im¬ 
mediate departure for Suez. Steps taken to further 
his progress .. .. .. ..410 

Iudia Office letters required for examination with 
reference to expenses or Mr. Kassaiu’s Mission .. 410 


No special instructions reauired for guidance of his 
conduct Presents should lx* sent to Massowah, 
where he may also remain if he wishes to do so. 

Not necessary that the King should know he is 
there. Presents may be exchanged against the 
prisoners. Not to urge artizans to go should they 
bo disinclined. Special thanks for great trouble 
taken by him in the matter .. .. .. 410 

Approving of atepe taken to further Mr. Mad's pro¬ 
gress .. .. .. ..411 

Letters from Mr. Flad will l*c forwarded .. .. 411 

Thanks for confidence placed in him. Explains why 
he asked for a letter fruui tin- Queen, and reasons for 
still thinking that he should have one .. ..411 

Not necessary that he should be the 1 ►carer of a letter 
from the Queen to King Theodore. May convey 
presents to Matemma under certain contingencies, hut 
must not put himself or others in power of the King 
unless present captives are safely delivered out of 
Abyssinian territory .. .. ..412 

Mr. Talbot and the artizans left Southampton, Nov. 4. 
Memorandum of expenses incurred by him in collect¬ 
ing and despatching them. Explanation us to coat 
of machinery exceeding the estimate. Incloses origi¬ 
nal Agreements with Mr. Tuli»ot and the six work¬ 


men.. .. .. •• •• 413 

Inclosure 1. Memorandum of Expedition ..414 
Inclosure 2. Agreement, Mr. M. E. 1'albot, Aug. 

15, 1866 .. .. .. .. 415 

Agreement, John Brampton. Sept. 15, 1866 .. 416 

Agreement, Richard Joy, Sept. 21, 1866 .. 416 

Agreement, William James Ix-wer, Sept. 22 ..417 

Agreement, George Carr, Sept. 25, 1866 .. 418 

Agreement, John Charles Morris, Oct. 8, 1866 .. 418 
Agreement, Charles Bowers, Oct. 12, 1866 .. 419 


Amended account of expenditure for artizans, presents, 
and machinery (£8,899 18i. 3d.) .. .. 419 

Arrival of Mr. Flad at Aden. November 13. Starts 
for Massowah, November 14. Presents not arrived. 
Proposes to send 2,500 dollars to M. Munzinger to 
defray any expenses that may arise .. .. 42<> 


xxxvi i 


UR OF FA 

1807. 



No. 

503. To Treasury .. 
604. To Treasury .. 


Date. 
1866. 
Nov. 14 

Nov. 14 


505. Treasury (Private.) Nov. 16 

506. To Treeenry (Private.) Nov. 16 


507. Treasury 


508. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 89. Consular.) 

509. Captain Goodfellow . . 

(Secret^ 


610. Mr. Raasam .. 


Nov. 24 

Nov. 14 

Nov. 3 

Aug. 26 


Receipt. 

1866. 


Nov. 16 


Nov. 25 


Nov. 22 
Nov. 28 


Nov. 28 


511. Mr. Purday .. 

512. Captain Desborough .. 

513. To Captain Desborough 

514 . To Treasury .. 


515. Treasury 

516. Mr. Flad to Mr. Herts 

1st 


8®bj*ct. 


Explanation respecting present*, Ac., for Abysaiala, 
exceeding the estimate by £399 18s. 3d. ..4*1 

For issue of further sum of £1,800 towards expense# 
connected with release of Abyssinian captives .. 
la £1,300 wanted for advauce# to Colonel Merewether? 422 

£1.300 not wanted with special reference to Colone 1 
Merewether, but to recoup general acoount of expuu- 
diture for Abyssinian captive* 
cx-i — nitAn for Issue of further sum of £1,300 

°EyX£ «■**"• *“ 4W 

Abyssinia .. .*** 

Despatches from Aden, November 3 .. •• m 

News from Mr. Raasam and Dr. Blanc to September 17. 

‘ Mr. Flad anticipates great difficulty gj 
(rauip, as road from Matemma to Debra Tabor is in 

hands of the rebels • • • • 

Mr Raasam Dr. Blanc, and lieutenant Prideaux put 

»gB^ssriia arKiSK 

T.f&SV'S' 

crowns. Difficulty in getting money, king casting 
* 

Magdala. Aug. 20. King has picked a quarrel 
with Mr. Kassam. All prisoners chained now by 
the feet only. Further concessions useless. 


Nov. 29 

Nov. 29 
Nov. 29 
Deo. 3 


Dee. 8 
Nov. 5 


Nov. 29 


Dee. 10 
Dec. 13 


A*n energetic" 7 movement might get them out. 
British Government should not threaten unless 

InSisfarT*! 0 *Mr. Hussain to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Merewether. Aug. 26. Dascnpium ** ^ 

wSSST*. rmto "to &*.**.& ™ 


427 

428 


Any news of the Captives? 
ehains, Ctet. 1.. • ‘ 

Any news of the Captives ? .. 
Latest intelligence <i Captives 


Reported to »>e stiH in 


461 

461 

482 


Part II. 


Death of Chief Clerk of Foreign Office, Mr. Conyng- 
baiu. Request* tluit l.SoO/., already authorized to be 
iasued on account of British Captives, be paid to Mr. 
Alston .. -• •• ** * 

1 , 300 /. authorized to be issued to Mr. Alston • • 432 

Arrived at Massowah, Oct. 29 Tigre in hands of 
rebel Wakshum Gobasee, and Gondar and part of 
Dcmbia ta hands of Tasso Gobazee. Has "cut mes¬ 
sengers to the King, with copy iJ Queens ^ttor 
Mrs. Mad's accnnat of Kings proc-wiing#. AUuaton 
to Dr. Beke’s sudden retire to England. Opinion of 
Captain Cameron, and otbere, tint bgW 
to war for their release. 1 nlesa steps be taken at 
once, nothing can l»e done till Sept. 18*7, OWtag to 
the rains. Fear* lest the captives be starved to 
death Egyptian ttoopa should not be allowed to 
niter AbyssiiS. King would put captive* to death 
if they did so, but uot if British troop* were sent. 


I 
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[Lord Stanley, 


LIST OF FAFEBS. 

1887 . 


No. 

516. Mr. Flad te Mr. Ilcrw- 
let ( continued) 

Date. 
1866. 
Nov. 6 

Receipt. 
1866. 
Dec. 13 

517. Lieut. Col. Merewether 

518. Lieut-CoL Merewether 

Doc. 3 

Dec. 3 

Dec. 13 

Dec. 13 

519. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 109.) 

Dec. 3 

Dec. 13 

520. To Colonel Stanton .. 

(No. 15.) 

Dec. 15 

•• 

521. Treasury 

Dec. 17 

Dec. 18 

622. Sir A. Buchanan 

Dec. 27 

Dec. 28 

523. To Lord Lyons 

(No. 167.) 

Dec. 29 

•• 


Sctukct. 


P»g* 


His first letter reached the King, Oct. 13, the second 
be found at Aden. No hope of success of bis 
mission, as nothing is said in Queens letter about ^ 

86 lndiure!* B litter from Mrs. Had to Mr. Had .. 434 
Forwarding vouchers to accompany his accounts .. 435 

Arrival of presents at Suez. Leaves for Massowah 
with them. Dec. 3. Has procured letters from 
Egyptian Authorities in case of its being necessary 
for him to go to Mateinma .. .. •• w 

Letters from eleven Chiefs of Hog™, country to Colonel , 
Stanton praying for British protection, and for Hntish 
intervention with Egyptian Government to prevent 
iuroads of Barka and Bana tnbes .. 

Inclosure. letters from Chiefs of Bogus 

British Government do not feel wiled ojion to inter¬ 
fere in differences ami disputes between native tribes 
residing within frontiers of Egypt and Abyssinia .. 

Calling attention to large amount of expenditure 
incurred on account of Mr. Kasswn s Mission to 

Al ?nXsure. Extract from Treasury Auditor’s Report, 

Nov. 28, 1866 .. •• •* 137 

Telegraphic. It has been suggested to him that 
Armenian Patriarch at Constantinople could procure 
lilieration of captives • • 

To place himself in communication with Armenian 
Patriarch at Constantinople, and enlist his gi>sl offic* ^ 
in favour of captives 


435 

436 


436 


436 


1867. 


524. Captain Deshorougb .. 

1867. 
Jau. 1 

1867. 

525. To Captain Doaborough 

Jau. 3 

•• 

526. Capt&in do Dohsc 

Jan. 2 

Jau. 3 

527. To Captain de Doted.. 

Jan. 5 

•.. 

628. To Captain Doaborough 

Jan. 5 

• a 

529. To Mr. Purday 

Jan. 5 

• • 

530. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

Dec. 10 

Jau. 7 

0 

531. Captain Desborougli .. 

1867. 
Jan. 7 

Jan. 9 

532. To Treasury .. 

Jan. 10 

• a 

533. To IJeut.-CoL Mere- 

Jan. 15 

.. 

wether 

* 



Any news of captives ? 


.. 433 
..439 
.. 489 
•• 440 

News of captives to Nov. 5. All well and tetter treated 4 40 

Ditto .. .. •• •• ** 440 

Arrival at Maaaowah, Dec. 10.1866. Proceeding:with 
Mr. Talbot and artizans to Aden. Deo. 11. News 
from Mr. Uassam to Nov. 5. King had heard of 
Mr. Flail's arrival in England. Machinery, Ac., 
landed and placed in British Consulate. Mr. Rassam s 
difficulty in getting money. All would have stare d 
but for the King’s artizans. (. hange in condition of 
prisoners since Mr. Kassam’s arrival. King is at 
]>obra Tabor. Ilis continued civility to Mr. Uassam. 
RejMirt of Dr. Bcke’s coming up made king sus- 

11 Indosure. Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Merewether. Magdala, Nov. 5, 1866 

Thanks for intelligence of Captives to Nov. 5 

Explanation rwi>ecting heavy expenses incurred on 
account of Mr. Rassam’s Mission 

Correspondence with Treasury respiting heavy ex- 
iH-nses of Mr. Rassam’s Mission, lor information as 
to probable further expense to be incurred to efiect 
release of Captives • • »• 


440 

441 

442 

442 


443 


LIST OF FAPER8. 

1867 . 


xxxix 


Secretary of State for Foreign A fairs.'] 


So. 

534. India Office .. 

535. Mr. Purday . 

536. To Mr. Purday 

537. Treasury 


Date. 
1867. 
Jan. 14 


Receipt. 

1867. 

Jan. 15 


Scb»ct. 


P»lte 


Jan. 23 Jan. 23 
Jan. 23 ! .. 

Jan. 29 


538. To India Office 

539. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 9. Consular.) 


.. Jan. 30 
.. Feb. 1 


444 

444 


Feb. 12 


445 


540. Lieut.-CoL Mere wetter Jan. 15 | Feb. 12 
(Secret.) 


541. To Captain Desborougli' 
and Mr. Purday .. ( 

Feb. 13 

•• 

542. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 11. Consular.) 

Feb. 20 

Mar. 8 

543. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 13. Consular.) 

Feb. 20 

Mar. 8 

544. To Colonel Stanton .. 

(No. 2. Consular.) 

Mar. 9 

• • 

545. Commander Manners.. 

Mar. 11 

Mar. 12 

546. Lord Lyons .. .. 1 

(No. 84.) 

Mar. i 

Mar. 14 

547. To Commander Manners 

Mar. 14 


548. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 14.) 

Mar. 1 

Mar. 15 

549. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

Feb. 15 

Mar. 15 


For repayment of further sum of 921/. 12#. 2d. on 
account of Mr. Rassam’s Mission .. .. 443 

Any news from captives f 
No news of captives since letter to him of Jan. 5 

Jan. 29 • 1,068/. 4#. lOd. authorized to he paid to India Office 

on accouut of Mr. Russam’s mission .. .. 444 

.. Ditto ditto .. .. •• •• 44 4 

Despatch** from Massowah to Jan. 15, containing 
uews from Mr. Rassam to Dec. 12. Mr. Flad still 
at Massowah. News from captives far from satis- 
factOi-y 

Arrival at Massowah from Aden, Dec, 30, 1866. Dejiar- 
ture again for Aden, Jan. 15, 1867. Mr. Talbot and 
artizans in tents at Moucooloo. lias made excursion* 
to Ailat, and A lines ley Bay. Description of routes 
into Abyssinia, by Kiaguor, Halm, Aaoolis, Amphilla, 

Edd, and Tajourra. News from captives to De- 
oetuter 10. Continued civility of King to Mr. Rassam. 

Dr. Blanc's account of condition of Knro|»eana ami 
state of prisoners. Description of positiou and 
strength of Magilala fortress, and approaches to it. 
(Sketch.) King still casting big guns at Gaffat. 
Allusion of Dr. Beke's detention at Dalai. King’s 
position becoming desperate. His army reduced from 
H 0 . 1 HM) to 15,000 men. Royal camp at Debra Tater. 

All the churches at Gondar destroyed. Gaffat pro- 
claimed to be the new capital. Menelek in |Kmse»sion 
of Shoa; Tadela Gwalu <f Gojam ; Tisaoo Gobasee 
of Walkait, up to Gondar i Wakshum Gobazee, of 
Tigre and Lasta. Superstitious feeling attached to 
the King. Mr. Flail still at Massowah.. 

Inclosure. Dr. Blanc to Lieutenant-Colonel Mere- 
wether, Dec. 10, 1866 .. .. •. 

Captives still in chains ut Magdala, but better treated. 450 


445 

449 


Has paid bill of 500 dollars drawn by Mr. llassam, 

July 19, 1866.. .. .. .. 451 

Has paid bill for 500 dollars and 212/., drawn by Mr. 
Rassatu, Oct. 7, and Nov. 7, I860 .. .. 461 

May draw on Chief Clerk for reimbursement of money 
advanced to pay Mr. Uassum’s bill (642, 613) .. 451 

Offering his services .. .. .. 452 

Armenian Patriarch of Constantinople has written to 
King Theodore, exhorting him to set captives free. 
Letter sent to Cohmel Stanton .. .. 452 

Inclosure 1. terd Lyons to Colonel Stanton, 
March 4, 1867 .. .. .. 463 

Inclosure 2. Armenian Patriarch to King Theodore, 

Feb. 1867 .. .. .. 458 

No occasion for his service* .. .. .. 454 

tetter from Colonel Merewether, forwarding news from 
Magdala, to Jan. 10, 1867. Comments on Colonel 
Mere wether's opinion thut there is no hope of release 
of captives except by force. Should force be em¬ 
ployed, thinks 6.000 men would te insufficient .. 454 

tetter from Mr. Uassam, Feb. 15. Colonel Mere¬ 
wether is of opinion that the last chance of effecting 
release of captives by conciliatory measures has failed. 

Has written to inform the King that conditions slated 
in Queen’s letter, as to sending presents, must te 
strictly adhered to. Recommends that a demand te 
made for immediate release of captives, and a Procla¬ 
mation issued to Abyssinia. Thinks no fears need te 
entertained as to any consequent injury to capt ives; but 
that under any circumstances the risk should Is- run. 
Captives themselves urge adoption of some such 
course. Suggestion as to nature and extent of force 
to Is? employed, if necessary—total, 6,000 men. 
Allusion to force employed in Persian war. Egyptian 






LIST Of PAf EM. 

186 - 7 . 


{Lard Btaaky, 


no. 

549. I Awt-CoL Meriwether 
(Continued.) 


650. Mr. Rassam •• . 1V 

(Strictly confidential.) 


Date. 
1867. 
Feb. 15 


Receipt. 

1867. 

Mm. Id 


Jan. 10 ' Mar. 15 


BtfwacT. 


P*«» 


troop. riW«W <*■ W r?™* T"‘^‘ i, Mr f<, nlId 

Ktarwirtouodwl bjrrebeU, »d de.por»to. Mr-^ 

^rsst^J^st - *** 

to 

King Theodore; no date [February T 1867] .. 
(W*, ( rf the whole correapondenc* which has p^aed 
between King Theodore and Mr. KaMM^ mn^th 
arrival of the latter at the Abyssinian Conrt. Qaeen a 

wJi; of - reached the Kltig Dec. 10, 1866. 

King no longer to be trusted. Charge made against 
Mr ^Rassam of haring aent prisoner* away withont 
being first taken to King, unfounded. Repeats charge 
made by King against each of the pnsom«. \V >th 
retrard to Captain Cameron “ that be had given him 
letter to the &ieen, and that be had come Isu* without 
m, answer” Wants lloly I*nd restored to hum 
Mr Barroni said to have inlonned British Government 
that he had been invited by the King to go* *nd get 
drunk” with him. Sported expiJJ&m 
amongst clerks in the Foreign Office, tonsequeni 
plaint made by King. Gondar destroyed. Forty- 
four cliurches burnt. Mr. Rassam hopes h is own conduct 
Ly be approved by Her Majesty’s Government .. 

liters received by Mr. Rassam from King Theodore 
after reaching him t— 

1. King Theodon, to Mr. ^ ^ ^ _ 

Ditto Feb 4. 1»6«. 

Received Feb. 4, lbC6.. 
Feb. 15, 


466 

458 


8 . 

8 . 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11. 

12 . 

18. 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 




Feb. 18, 
(No date) 
Feb. 24, 
FVb. 

Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 

« 


27, 

1. 

4, 

7, 

11 , 

15, 


Ditto 

Charges against the prisoners 

H The0d0re 10 Mr - Mar. 19, 1866.. 

15. Ditto « 

lfi! Ditto « Mar. 21, - 

17, Ditto w Mar - 28 ’ 

(Afterthe receipt of this letter, Mr. VMmDr. BIjuicn 
^ J.,d Lieutenant Prideanx reared to /egay, where 

they met with a magnificent reception.) 

18. King Theodore to MrjR-^n. ^ 

1$ Ditto t» 

20. Ditto 

21 , Ditto 

2 $’ Ditto 

28. Ditto 

24, Ditto 


458 


460 

461 
461 

461 

462 
462 
462 
462 

462 
468 
468 
468 

463 

468 


464 

465 

466 

465 


’ April 5, 1866. 
April 8, 

„ April 9, . 

” April 10, 

f After the receipt of ttts letter. Mr. Rassam, Dr. Blanc 
and Lieutenant Prideaux repaired to Zegay, •ooardmg 
to anointment, April 13, when they were all arrested.) 

25 King Theodore to Mr. Rassam. 

zo ‘ * B Received April 17, 1866.. 

26. Ditto » 

ft. Ditto n 

28. Ditto » fi?i9 

29 . Ditto iy ’ 


465 

465 

466 
466 
466 
466 
466 


467 

467 

467 

467 

467 


between Mr. Rassam and King 


OHTespondence 

T T d King Theodore to Mr. “j ^ lflM .. 4 „ 

, KUO »*« 7 - 

Ditto „ *• 4b8 


H 

»» 


Secretary of State Jor Foreign Affairs.] 


No. 

550. Mr. Rassam .. 

(Conti sard) 

Date. 
1867. 
Jan. 10 

Receipt. 
1867. 
Mar. 15 

551. To Lord Lyons 

(No. 68.)! 

Mar. 15 

• • 

562. Lieut.-Col. Merewetlier j 

Feb. 18 

Mar. 15 

552. To Treasury 

Mar. 16 

Mar. 19 

553. India Office .. .. I 

Mar. 18 

• • 

554. Sir W. Coghlan .. 

Mar. 20 

Mar. 21 

555. Lieut.-Col. Merewetlier 

Mar. 4 


556. To Sir W. Coghlan .. 

Mar. 22 

• • 

557. To Treasury .. 

Mar. 22 

•• 

558. India Office 

Mar. 26 

Mar. 27 

559. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 17. Consular.) 

Mar. 15 

; Mar. 27 

560. Lieut.-Col. Merewetlier 
(Secret.) 

1 Feb. 28 

Mar. 27 

i 


561. Captain Tesbi -rough .. Mar. 27 Mar. 29 


LIST OF PAPERS. 

1867. 


Subject. Page 

1. Mr. Rassam to King Theodore. 

Dated Nor 29, 1866.. 469 

2 . Ditto „ Jan. 7, 1867.. 469 

3. Ditto « J,M1 - *» * • 470 

To convey thanks of Her Majesty’s Government to 
Armenian Patriarch for writing to King Theodore on 
behalf of captives .. •• .. 4i0 

Report on past expenditure, and as to probable future 
requirements ou account of Mr. Rassatn's Mission .. 487 

Copy of Report from Colonel Merewether on past and 
future expenditure of Mr. Rassam’s Mission ..470 

For repayment of 799/. on account of Mr. Rassam’s 
I Mission .. .. •• •• 

Scheme for an Abyssinian Expeditionary Forty, pre- 
pared with assistance of Rev. Mr. Badger. Thinks 
cost would be less than that of last Persian Campaign. 
King’s army supposed to Is* reduced from 50,000 to 
less than 18,(88). British force should not tie l«ss 
than 10,188). Co-operation of native chiefs. Routes 
by Tajourru. Aniplnla, Zullu.and Massowah. Trans¬ 
ports. Commissariat. Currency j M. T. Dollar* and 
! salt, Ac. .. .. •• .. 4i I 

Opinion formed by all the captives, as well as by 
others, that King will not release them unless forced 
to do so. Archbishop Messajah thinks King would 
not put captives to death, if war were declared. 
Thinks 6,(88) men would lie sufficient. Expedition 
should lie sent from Bombay. Public opinion would 
Hupimrt Her Majesty** Government In going to war 
with Theodore. Suggests that nrtizaus be sent back 
to England. Mr. Talbot not much better .. 477 

Thanks for suggestions for a Military Expedition to 
Abyssinia .. .. .• ..4,9 

For repayment of 921/. 12s. 2d. to India Office, on 
acconut of Mr. Rassam’s Miasion .. .. 480 


l^.ft Aden, Feb. 28. Arrived at. Massowah, Feb. 2d. 
Letters from captives to Feb. 14. Captain Cameron 
and Mr. Stern fear Mr. Rassnm will allow him-elf to bo 
again deceived bythcKing. Colonel Mere we I her thinks 
Mr. Rassam has iuvariahly done hi* best. Contents of 
Karl Russell’s Despatch of Oct. 5, 1«65, supposed to 
have been coninuuiicated to King IIteodnrtt by a 
Jesuit Priest, Delant'inle, at Massowah, through M. 
Bar*lei. Mr. Flad writes “If Colonel Merewetlier 
brings the workmen kiefore the King fulfils Her 
Majesty’s conditions, not one single soul will bo 
allowed to leave this country.” King firmly believe* 
that “it is iui|ioasible that mountainous Abyssinia 
cat) Is* conquered by Eureiieans." Kings sacrilege at 
Gondar has brought upon him the hat re. 1 of the whole 
nation ; but still no one dares attack him. Revolution 
on the increase. King at Debra Tabor or (Jaffat (two 
miles apart). Hints sent by captives in event of war 
ls*ing declared. No alliance should Is* made with the 
'1 in ks. Friendship of relyl chiefs might 1* pnwured. 
Bishop would assist. King is very ill. Is still 
making largo guns. Colonel Merewetlier suggests 
forcible means for punishing Theodore for his 
treacherous conduct. Thinks honour of the country 
at stak<*. Samuel now favourable to the English. 
Road fmm Matemuia to Debra Tabor open. Mr. 
Flad about to start at once from Massowah; left 
March 6. Colonel Merewetlier has |iuid his expenses 
to Mutemma. R* port on Amphilla 

letter from Captain Cameron stating reasons why he 
went to Kassala and Matemma 

Indosure I. Captain Cameron to Capfatin Des- 
boruugh, Nov. 13 .. •• 


Part II. 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 


Subject. 


[Lord Stanley, 

Page 


1807. 


No. 

562. Lieut-CoL Merewetber 

Date. 
1867. 
Feb. 18 

Receipt. 

1867. 

Mar. 15 

663. Mr. Soutter .. 

Mar. 29 

Apr. 1 

664. To Capt. Desborougii.. 

Apr. 2 

• • 

665. To Mr. Soutter 

Apr. 4 


666. Lord Lyons .. 

(No. 108.) 

Mar. 26 

Apr. 5 

567. Mr. Ilertslct .. 

Apr. 5 

• • 

668. Mr. Easton 

Apr. 6 

Apr. 8 

569. Mr. Easton 

Apr. 8 

a , 

570. Lieut.-CaL Merewetber 

Feb. 28 

Apr. 10 

571. To Mr. Easton 

A|»r. 10 

• • 

572. Dr. Beke 

Apr. 12 

Apr. 15 

573. To Dr. Beke ,. 

Apr. 17 


674. To War Office 

Apr. 20 

•• 

575. To India Office,. 

Apr. 20 

• • 

576. To Lieut.-Coloncl Mere- 
wetlier 

Apr. 20 

• • 

577. To Lieut.-Colonel Mere- 
wetlier 

Apr. 20 

• • 

578. To Lieut.-Colonel Mere- 
wether 

Apr. 20 

• • 

581. Consul Moore .. 

(No. 12. Consular.) 

Apr. 8 

Apr. 28 

582. To Consul Moore 

(No. 5.) 

583. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 26. Consular.) 

Apr. 25 

Apr. 17 

• • 

Apr. 29 


See after 651. 

Offering his services ., .. .. 489 

Receipt of letter of March 27 .. .. .. 490 

Thank* j but no occaxioD for his services.. .. 490 

Despatch from Colonel Stanton. Armenian Patriarch's 
letter sent to King Theodore .. .. 490 

luclosure. Colonel Stanton to Lord Lyons, 
March 17 .. .. .. .. 490 

Memorandum. Handing in cheque for 46/. 15*. Gd. 
p r o c e e d s of sale of articles purchased for Mr. Pal- 
grave's Mission .. .. .. 491 

Arrival of Mr. Talbot in England, April 2, in ill health 491 

Correcting an error in his letter of April 6 .. 4 >2 

Sketch Map, with Itinerary and observations, by M. 
Munzitiger, ot road between Maasowali and Kiaguor. 492 
luclosure 1. Notes on routes, by Takondar and 
Kiaguor .. .. .. .. 498 

I r.dosure 2. Map .. .. .. 493 

Regret ut hearing of Mr. Talbot’s ill health .. 495 

Further information as to routes into Abyssinia, and 
suggestions for the release of the captives .. 495 

luclosure 1. Dr. Beke to the Earl of Malmesbury, 
March 28, 1M66 .. .. .. 499 

luclosure 2. Memorandum by Sir Coghlan on 
trade of Abyssinia, Dev. 17, 1864 (luclosure 1 
iu 108.) 

luclosure 3. Dr. Beke to the Earl of Malmesbury, 
kprfl 27, 1665 . .500 

luclosure 4. Memorandum by Dr. Beke on right 
of Wakahnm Gobazee to the throne of Abys¬ 
sinia, April 27 .. .. .. 502 

Inclosure ft. Map .. .. .. 503 

luclosure 6. Extracts from Dr. Beke's lecture of 
Jau. 16, 1867 .. .. .. 503 

Thanks for information contained iu his letter of Apr. 12 505 

Forwarding Abyssinian papers for careful consideration. 
Steps necessary to Is* taken to vindicate honour of 
the Crown, ami to protect Iler Majesty’s subject* in 

Abyssinia from further harm .. .. 505 

• 

Calling attention to gravity of the Abyssinian question. 
Opinion of Colonel Mere wether and Sir W. Coghlan 
that force must now be employed to effect lilieratiou of 
captives .. .. .. 506 

All idea of entering into friendly relations with King 
Theodore must be abandoned. Her Majesty's 
Government being still unwilling to proceed to ex¬ 
tremities, have written a further letter to the King.. 507 
luclosure. Lord Stanley to King Theodore, April 
IS (ritimatum). Orders have been given for 
Presents to Is* returned to England, unless cap¬ 
tives are released within three months. No 
further correspondence can held with him. 
Release of the prisoners demanded on |tuiu of 
forfeiture of Queen’s friendship .. .. 507 

Send* duplicate and triplicate of letter to King to 
be sent by separate messengers .. .. 508 

Artizana should be advised to return at onoe to Eng¬ 
land. Her Majesty’s Government cannot now sanc¬ 
tion their proceeding to Abyssinia .. .. 508 

Bishop Sahak selected by Armenian Patriarch to pro¬ 
ceed to Abyssinia with a letter to King Theodore in 
behalf of captives .. .. ,, 509 

To tbauk A run-man Patriarch for do. .. 510 

Despatches from Colonel llerolrethtr. Rumoured 
release of Mr. Rassam discredited .. .. 510 


Secretary of State for Foreign A fain.'] 


LOT OF PATERS. 

1867. 


No. 

! Date, 
i 1867. 

Receipt 

1867. 

584. Lieut.-Col. Merewethe 

Mar. 3C 

Apr. 29 

585. Lieut.-Col. Merewetber 
(Secret.) 

Apr. 6 

Apr. 29 

586 Consul Moore .. 

(No. 13. Consular.) 

Apr. 13 

Apr. 29 

587. India Office .. 

May 1 

May 2 

588. To Lord Lyons 

(No. 19. Consular.) 

May 6 



589. Colonel Stanton 

Apr. 22 

May 7 } 

(No. 29. Consular.) 


590. Treasury .. 

May 9 

May 10 1 

591. India Office 

(Confidential.) 

May 10 

May 11 

592. Lieut.-Col. Merewetber 

Apr. 6 

May 13 A 

593. India Office 

May 14 

May 14 F 

594. India Offioe 

May 14 

May 15 F 

595. Lieut-Col. Merewether 

Apr. 29 

May 22 N 

(Secret.) 

« 

596. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 
(Secret.) | 

May ll 

May 22 N 


Subject. 


'r- •**«. nwu mnnsowaa, Mann o. 

letter from King to Colonel Mere wot! er (Jan. 7). 
Hopes he will bring sign of Queen's friendship to 
him by way of Matemma. Colonel Mere wet lier'a reply 
(March 80). But little hope of captives being re¬ 
leased. News from Gaffat to Feb. 16. Attempt of 
Steiger. Braudei*. Shiller, Easier, and Make re r to 
escape. Trap laid for them by Bardel. Their be¬ 
trayal and reimpriaomuent at Goffat Desertion of 
King's troops, 78 of them caught and burnt 
1 n< Insure 1. King Theodore to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mere wet her, Jan. 7 .. j 

luclosure 2. Lieutenant - Colonel Mere wether to 

King Theodore. March 80 .. [ 

\rrived at Massowah, April 5. Leavea again for 
Aden April 7. News from Magdala to Feb. 19. 
Mr. Rassam said to have ls*en released. Statement 
disbe lieved. Opinion of Dr. Blanc that active mea¬ 
sures must now Is* used. Will make arrangement* 
for sending home Artizans .. .. j 

Vparture of Archbishop Sahak for Abyssinia, with 
Iireseiits. Copy of Armenian Patriarch’s letter to 
King Theodore .. .. ,, 15 

1 m il mure 1 . Letter. Armenian Patriarch at Jeru¬ 
salem to King Theodore, Murch 30 ..5 

luclosure 2. Ditto, ditto .. h 


o com tv uiaiiKs ot nritish Government for services 
rendered by Armenian Patriarch of Constantinople iu 
favour or Abyssinian captives .. ..617 


v ,,, lilting iorue lor utM*ration of 
captives must rest with Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs. Should forcible measures bo determined 
upon, and such force be sent from India, no time 
should be lost in making preparations. No portion of 
the expenditure can tie borne by the re venues of 

^ . .. M8 

coount of his visit to the Agarnetta Plateau .. 518 

luclosure. Routes. Massowah to Aganietta 
Plateau and back .. soi 


Rassam to March 16. No truth iu 
release. All intercourse stopped 


ggests that should 
tided at Atnphylla. 


I vwimiioiiiits! Ufl 

*v Kiog '11 orders. Mr. lUMam 
ild troops U* sent they should lie 

I la. Stores sent to captives by 
i... «i... v:_. »_ . 


tives by the King. Letter received by Mr. Rassam 
from the King. Rebellion increasing daily. King's 
army rep.rted to lie reduced to 5.000 men, and 
numerous desertsms to be taking place daily. No 
probability of Captives l«eing released. Dr. Blanc and 
all the prisoners, as well as natives, recommend the 
employment of force. Without troops, nothing could 
be worse than an ultimatum. Course which King 
might take on heariug of approach of British troops. 
1 * U W N *' , >“«- Ill-treatment of prisoners 

at Gaffat. -Suggesti<ins of Colonel Merewetber 
Im losure. Dr. Blanc to Lieutenant-Colonel Mere- 
wether, Match 31 
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LIST OP PAPERS. 


No. * I 

597. Mr. Scatter .. 

Date. 
1867. 
May 22 

Receipt. 
1867. 
May 24 

598. Mr. Punlsy .. 

May 25 

May 27 

599. To Mr. Purday 

May 27 


600. To Lieut.-Colonel Mcre- 
wether 

May 27 

• • 

600*. Consul Wood (Jeru. 
salem A (No. 106. 
Consular.) 

May 15 

May 28 

6 ol. Mr. Purday .. 

May 30 

June 1 

602. Acting-Consul Palgrave 
(Sejmrato.) 

May 25 

June 

602. Captain Speedy. 

Juno 1 

Juno 

603. Major de Dolise 

Jure 1 

Juue 3 

604. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

May 11 

June 4 

605. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 

May 11 

June 4 

606. Aotg.-Consul Wood (Jo* 
rusalem). (No. 18. 
(Consular.) 

May 23 

June 4 

607 Dr. Beke 

June 6 

Juno 6 

608. To Major de Dolise .. 

June 7 

** 

609. To Dr. Beke .. 

June 8 

•• 

610. Admiralty 

June 11 

June 11 

611. Dr. Beke 

June 13 

June 11 


1867. [Lord Stanley, 


Subject. Page 

Hopes presents will not l» removed from Massowah .. 529 

All the captives recommend employment of force for 
release of captives. Strong opinion of many persons 
that captives would be put to death in event of 
force being employed .. .. .. 529 

Question of employment of force is under consideration 
of Her Majesty's Government .. .. 529 

No necessity for modifying his instructions .. 530 

Has thanked Armenian Patriarch in name of British 
Government for his letters to King Theodore (No. 586) 530 

Captives have no fear of being put to death should 
force be employed. Have greater fears lest King 
should get back to Mugdula. Fortress redmvd to 
1,600 men, imperfectly arm«*«L Thinks 7.500 English 
troops would lie sufficient instead of 15,000. Blaines 
conduct of Government .. .. 530 

Sends vouchers to accompany account of sale of 
articles intended for presents on his Mission to 
Abyssinia .. .. .. .. 531 

lnclosure 1. Messrs. Smith, Elder, and Co., to Mr. 

Palgrave, January 14, 1867 .. .. 532 

Inclosures 2 and 3. Account of articles sold, with 
prices realized .. .. .. 532 

Wishes to be apjHjinted Vice-Consul at Massowah or 
elsewhere .. .. .. Suppt. 

Renewing offer of his services .. .. 533 

Artizaus leave Aden, May 11, for England. Their 
passages paid, and salary paid to .Slav 31. date 
of their probable arrival in London. Mr. Talltot’s 
account was made up to March 31. Recommends 
that be also be j«id up to May 31, and receive a 
quarter's salary in addition. Forwards a representa¬ 
tion from five of them, asking for cnmjieusatinn; and 
his reply. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewetlier will leave 
Aden for Mas so wall, May 14, with letters for King 
Theodore.. .. .. .. .. 534 

lnclosure 1. Messrs. Carr, Brampton. Bowers, 
Lewer, and Joy, to Lieutenant-Colonel Mere- 
w other, May 10 

lnclosure 2. Lieu tenant-Colonel Merewether to 
Messrs. Carr, Bramptou, and others, May 11 .. 535 

Statement of exj>en«es incurred on account of Artizana, 
from date of their departure from, till their return 
to, England .. .. .. .. 535 

Translation of letter nddress<*d by Armenian Patriarch 
to King Theodore (No. 586).. .. .. 536 

Refers to his letter of April 12, in which he suggested 
that Wagrshiini G"bayee Is* encouraged to supplant 
Theodore as King of Abyssinia, and that he lie sub¬ 
sidized with money, muskets, ammunition, and Con¬ 
greve rockets, and a few Eun>|.eaii soldier* (No. 572) 536 

No occasion for his services .. .. ., 537 

Her Majesty’s Government are not prepared to umlei- 
take so direct an interference in the affairs of Abys- 
ainia as he suggests .. .. .. 537 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether left Aden. May 14, 
with VUimalum to King Theodore. (No. 576) .. 538 

Explanation of suggestions offered in his previous 
letters. Alludes to Sir II. Bulwer’s letter m “ Pall 
Mall Gazette," respecting employment of Egyptian 
troops. Imjsilicy of abandoning entire coasts of Red 
Sea to Sovereign of Egypt .. J .. 538 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 



612. Sir H. Durand.. 


' Date. Receipt. 

1867. 1867. 

June 10 


613. Sir W. Mansfield ., June 14 


614. Acting Consul-General June 6 June 15 

Reade 

615. Lieut.-Col. Merewether May 24 June 15 


Subject. f 

Memorandum^ expedition to Abyssinia. Comments 
on Sir W. Coghlan’s suggestions (No. 554). Re- 
peated warnings have been received against British 
operations assuming the semblance of an alliance 
with Turco-Egyptian support or aid. Approaches 
into Abyssyma. Best spot for landing troopa. Turk¬ 
ish claim to coast. Means of transport. Strength 
of uivadiug force. Probable difficulties which will be 
ex|ieneiiei*d in quitting the country. Different® be- 
tween projosed expedition to Abyssinia, and late ex¬ 
pedition to Persian gulf 

Memorandum on expedition to Abyssinia. Concurs in 
Sir II Durands views. Her Majesty’s Government 
must be prejiared fora prolonm-d occupation. A poli¬ 
tical agent should be established on the coast, to 
procure information. Joint action with the Turks 

g"S? r Differ, in opinion with 

Sir \V. Coghlau (No. 554).. .. a 

Dt'spatrh from Colonel Merewether to Sir C. Wood. 
(.>o. 615) ,. ti ^ ^ 

News from Captives to April 20 . Arrival of‘Colonel 
Merewether at Massowah, May 17. Letters for 
King Theodore sent on same day. King still write* 
W)ht«ly to Mr. Rassam. Country in a fearful state. 


Korata destroyed by the King." ’ Ills army sai'd tobe 
educed to 4,000 men. Hopes entertained that he 
will be unable to get back to Magdala .. 


616. Lieut. Col. Merewether May 24 June 15 


May 24 June lo Memorandum by Dr. Blanc respecting Ring Theodore 
and his captives. Character of the King; his career. 
Account of the origin and progress of the rebellion 
•Numerous instances of King’s treachery, cunning, and 
cruelty. His treatment of Embassy from Egypt; and 
of insult to France in (*erson of M. Lejean. * Colonel 
Merewether suggests that the letter be marie public, 
m event of active measures being decided on. 
cruel and savage treatment of Cameron, Stern, 
Kosenthul, and others. His contempt for Europeans 
Ills reason for answering Mr. Kassam’s 3 rd letter .. 545 
lnclosure. Memorandum by Dr. Blanc. March, 

80 •• 545 

June 14 Juno 15 Returned to England with Abyssinian staff of Engineers 

June 10. I>eath of Charles Bowers, May 17 ’ 551 

June 14 Juno 18 Offers his services to proceed on a Mission to King 

I heodore, for the release of British cuptivcs 651 

loouasn, Tretiaontst>,, 


617. Mr. Morris 


618. Colonel D’Arcy 


619. To Colonel D'Arcy .. June 21 

620. Memorandum by Mr. June 20 

Murray 


621. Lieut,-CoL Merewether May 28 June 

622. Mr. Morris .. .. Juno 20 June! 

623. To War Office.. .. June 24 


624. Major De Duhse 

625. India Office .. 


.. Jane 22 June 24 
.. June 22 June 24 


No occasion for his services .. |( 

Proposed expedition to Ahyssiuia. Exjiediency of con¬ 
sidering arrangements which may !« necessary in 
event of Expedition being sent against King Tlieo- 
d<jre. 1 . Amount of force; of what it should consist; 
by whom it should Is- commanded. 2. Time necessary 
to prepare the force for active service. 3. Arrange¬ 
ments for transport and return. 4. Point of landing. 
5. Commissariat arrangements. 6. Reserve. 7. Pre- 
I liminary stops to be taken .. .. . 

For copies of bills sent in November, 1H66, as vouchers 
connected with Abyssinian Mission .. ■ 

Requests balance of three years salary due to himself 
and the other Artizaus sent out to Abyssinia .. { 

Expediency of making preliminary inquiries in case 
of necessity of wilding expedition to Abyssinia. 

l. Amount of force; what it should consist of; bv 
whom to be commanded. 2. Time necessary to 
prepare force for active service. 3. A rrangements foi 
transport and return. 4. Point of landing. 5. Com- 

m. ssanat arrangements. 6. Reserve. 7. Preliminary 

steps to be taken .. tt 

Renewing his offer of services .. r> 

For repayment of 1,456/. 12#. 2d. on account of Mr 
Rassam n Mission to Abyssinia .. ‘ ^ 


Part II. 







[Lord SlanUg. 
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IJST OF PA FEES. 

1867. 


No. 

627. To Mr. Morris.. ..| 

Date. ! 
1867. | 
June 26 , 

j 

628. T4) Treasury .. .. 

* ’•% 

June 27 ) 

629. Ro\. K. Itced .. .. j 

June 25 ' 

080. To Rev. E. Rood 

June 27 > 

631. To Treasury .. 

June 27 : 

632. To Major Do Dohs4 .. 

June 27 

683. Major D« Dohse 

Jane 27 1 

634. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 
* (Socret.) 

Jane 6 

636. To Captain Spotsly .. 

June 29 

636. War Office 

July 1 

637. Dr. Beke 

June 29 

688. Mr. Pt'Umrioic . 

July 1 

689. \VarOffio4> 

July 2 


1867. 


28 

28 


ScmscT. P*S* 

: Reminding him of bin agreement with Colonel Mere- 
WOther of Oct. 8, 1866. Any balance of pay and ex- 
penses doe to him over and above amount advanced 
by Colonel Mi*r»; wether .. ,. .. 558 

Ltoitouaut-Colonil Merewether’s account* of expendi- 
I tore for Artizans engagwl to enter service of King of 
j Abyssinia .. .. •• •• •’’5* 

Is prepared to offer suggestions for obtaining release 
j of captives .. .. .. Supplt, 

To state in writing his suggestions for release of Abys • 
sinian Captive* .. .. .. • • 568 

For reimbursement t<> India Office of expenses of 
Mr. Uassam’s Mission to Abyssinia, 8/. 9* 10</., and 
MMt Ilk ‘Jd. .. .. .. ..559 

.. 553 
.. 559 


Declines offer of his services .. 
Renewing offer of his services 


640. Rev. K. Rood 

June 29 

July 

641. Mr. I.oRp«rd .. 

July 2 

July 

642. To Dr. Beke .. .J 

July 4 

• • 

648. Colonel Haloy .. 

July 3 

July 

4'*44. Treasury 

July 8 

1 July 

G45. Mr. Uearsey .. 

July a 

July 

646. Mr. Lovell 

July 2 

i Jul y 

i 

617. To Lieut.-Col. Mere- 

July 5 



w et her 


560 


560 


561 


Return of Peninsular and Oriental Company’s ship 
•* Elh*ra ** to Aden with Mr. Morris ami the Artizans. 

Has paid them up to May 31; but a few days more 
pay will uow be dim to them. Death of Charles 
flowers .. .. .. 

Jnchwure 1. Memorial of Mr. Morrisund artizans. 

Suez. May 25. Claim to l*» paid baliaicc of 
three years’ j»y 

Indosure 2. lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 
Mr. Morris and others. Declining to support 
memorial, as they have no claim .. 

Cannot appoint him Vice-Consul at Massowali. «»r else¬ 
where .. •. .. •• 562 

Supplt 

1 Reasons for considering that the co«t of warlike opera¬ 

tions against Abyssinia should be partly borne by 
tho Government of India .. .. .. 562 

2 Requests interview to suggest means for coercing 

King Theodore to release captives without altema- 
| tivo of invasion.. • • .. • • 563 

2 Letter to India Office, recommending preliminary steps 
which should be taken hi event of expedition being 
I sent to Abyssinia. Furiv should bo provided from 
India, and proceed fn»m Bombay. Sir W. Coghlan 
well suited for conducting the expedition, accoro- 
paniod by Rev P. Badger as P ilitioal \gent ami 
Interpreter. They should start at once for Mas- 
sowalt* and Ik? met there by Medical, Coiumissonat. 
and other officer* .. . • 

Inckmnre. Major-General Sir E. Lugard to 
Mr. Men vale, W or Office, July 2 .. .. 564 

2 Considers the intrigues of a French Land Company in 
Abyssinia to l*e partly the cause of the imprison- 
1 ment of British captives .. .. .. 564 

4 suggests that nil European Powers should demand the 

rrl.x---«-t‘tlir prisoners .. ... .. 565 

Receipt of letter of 29th June 


564 


565 


4 1 Suggests means what should be adopted in event of an 
i expedition being sent to Abyssinia. Offer* bis services 
to carry them out .. • • • • 566 

Inclosuro. Testimonial*.. .. .. 567 


niormauviu n^uireu ^ ' ("‘j—• - ■■ 

expense* on account of Mr. Rassam’s Mission 


571 


571 


Jiiiau Captives might be rescued 

4 ' Offers his services to go on a Mis*i*m to King of Abys- 
J siuia for the release of the Cxptives .. .. 672 

Inclosing copies of bills in (ounsxion with Abyssinian 
Mjssim - 573 
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LIST Or F'TERS. 

1867. 


xlvii 


No. 

648. To Mr. Pttheriek 


D»te. 
1867 
July 5 


Receipt.! 
1867 f 


Srweci. 




649. To Rev. E. Reed .. July 5 .. 

650. Uent.-Col. Merewether 1 June 15 1 July 


To put his suggestions in writing; but Lord Stanley 
W ill see him if he prefers makiar- verbal communica- 

1,00 . 573 

Receipt of letter of June 29 


578 


651. Mr. Davis 


July 2 


July 6 


662. Captain Snow .. 

| July 8 

11 July 

663. Mr. Purday 

i 

July 8 

i July 

654. To Colonel Ualy 

July 8 

• • 

655. To Mr. Ilcarsey 

July 8 - .. 

666. To Mr. Lovell 

1 

July 8 

• * 

657. Mr. Petherick .. 

| July 7 

July | 

658. Address of House of July 8 
Commons 

1 " 

659. To Mr. Merivale ..; 

July 10 


660. To Mr. Davis .. 

July 10 

\ i.. 

661. To Limit.-Col. Mere-! 
wether 

July 10 


662. Mr. Statham 

• • | 

July 11 

663. To Mr. Purday 

July 11 



576 


6M1 


News trem Mr. Kassara to June 15. Captives all 
well. Necessity for tbdr si ^iy deWranc*. 
I»eph^hle state of tho country. Imprisonment 
of nil European artizaus at Gaflht. Wont of funds. 
Necessity of active measures being takou for then 
release 

Inclosure 1. Dr. Blanc to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Merewether. Mngdaia, April 30. Disappoint¬ 
ment at not hearing oi urtiv* Rung 

taken for their release. Europeans al Uaffut sent 
to Debra Tabor as prisoners, except Sc him per 
and Zender. Perilous position of the Gaffat 
pnsoiieni. Abyssinian* laugh nt the power of 
England. < iiptives prefer death to oontinueil 
impnM urn -nt. Certainty of successful expedition. 

ho Baperee has oim 5.000 or 6,000 men to 
depend on inn « apiure of Port Koit by a rebel. 
Earai** of a prisoner and i.rutnl treatment of 
another f« i attempting to e*ca|Hi 
Inclosure 2 . Meteorological register kept at 
Magdalu .luring monlhs of January, February. 
March, and April .. tt * 

Informed Lord Russell, in 1863, of intrigues at Goudar. 
' r ustrate British influence. Servants of British 
LoriH.il at Massuw uh in m of hostile party. Foreign 
Offi-e despatches, U'fore coming into Consul's hamfo 
otsimsi and copied, and when prejudicial to Go- 
veniment of Theodore. forwarde.1 to King. Coplot of 
these documents are it. a public office of H European 
Government. The Bntish Consul, seconded bv Lord 
Clarendon, favoured the rebel who attempted to 
supplant 1 heodore on the throw. No notice tuk- n of 
Hugg.a4t.ous to remedy evil, and liberate Captive*. 
u«4.th to accompany an expedition 

Plan ior release of British Captive*, without war. 
net]nests interview 

Copy of letter from Rov. II. A. Stem .. 

J "closure 1. Rev. II. Stern to Mrs. Stern. Mag. 
dul.L. M\v 2. Fear of incrensid severity on t»art 
of the King. Kx.cutiori of 2mt }insoiM‘ra 

Thanks lor suggestion*. Communications on military 
J operations should be addressed to Secretary for 

j “ ** .. 585 

1 f, \ r <« m n»onication suggesting mode for release 

; of British Captives .. 

j No occasion for his services .. .. ggg 

> , Scheme for release of British captive* ,. # # 

Address for further Abyssinian paper*, in continuation 
of paper* presented August 10, 1866. [List of 
J Paper*presented August JJ .. ..687 

I Letters from Treasury. For information as to srato 
of account* between the Imperial and Indiau Govern- 

j menta . ..589 

J No occasion for his services .. ., _ 

I Correspondence with War Office as to course to be 
| adapted by British Government for release of oao- 

f Uvm . .590 

M i*hea to be the bearer of an imperative mesMsge to 
King of Abyssinia, demanding relearn) of British 
captive* .. .. .. 590 

| Thank* for letter of 8tb inst .. .. 59T 


573 


688 

581 

686 

585 
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664- Mr. Morris .. 

666. To Captain Snow 

666. To Mr. Leopard 

667. To Mr. Petherick 

668. Captain Roaaell 

669. Captain Snow 

670. Sir Samuel Baker 


Mr. Murray .. . • 

671. Mr. Davia 

672. Lieutenant Heaney .. 


678. To Sir S. Baker 
674. To Mr. Staham 
676. To Sir E. £ugmrd 

676. To India Offioe 

677. l)r. Boke 


678. To Mr. Morria.. 

679. To Captain Roaaell .. 

680. To Captain Snow 

681. Mr. Gurdon (Treasury) 

682 . To Dr. Bake .. 

688. Major Leveaon 

684. Sir S. Northoote 


LIST or FAPEB8. 

1887. 


[LordSUmUy, 


Subject. Ta§e 

Claim* repayment of balance of three yean’ aalary from 
date of hi* leaving for Abynainia; caee aubmitted to 
counsel; and opinion .. ..591 

uimMctionR in vrritintr .. • • 598 


To pot his suggestion* in writing 
Thank* for auggeetiona 
Thanks for suggestions 
Plan for release of British captive* 


.. 598 


.. 599 


Wishes to go to Abyssinia as a special messenger 
from British Government to procure release of 
British captives.. 

Ioclosure 1. Testimonials 

Principal features of Abyssinian frontier. Climate of 
country and production*. Maaaowah not a favourable 
base of operations. Three methods for invasion of 
Abyssinia. 1. By an alliance with Egypt. 2. By 
independent British forces. 3. By employment of 
T 1- ._with an K.irvittlUll COU- 


for troops acting from the East, 
number of troops 


oiut dc <fcp*rt 

iggestions as to 


Memorandum on Sir S. Baker's suggestions respecting 
expedition to Abyssinia of July 13 .. •• 607 

Requests reply to his letter of July 2 (651) .. 607 

Letter from Lieutenant Carew. Opinion of that officer 
that King Theodore, when he finds British Govern¬ 
ment in earnest, will give up the captives. Suggests 
exploration of Stavely Bay ., • • • • 

Thanks for suggestions in No. 670 .. • • 608 

No occasion for his services .. • • • • 

Copy of letter from Sir Samuel Baker as to best means 
for securing liberation of British captives • • 60S 

Copy of letter from Sir Samuel Baker, as to best means 
for securing lil>eration of British captives .. 609 

Calls attention to erroneous statements made by a cor¬ 
respondent in “ Pall Mall Gazette,- as to best n>ad to 
Magdala, and as to mules and c a m el s being best fatted 
for the country. Gives account of his three years’ 
personal experience of Abyssinia .. ..609 

ra.i m ViaIudoa of three years’ salary for him- 


for the country. Gives account of his three years 
personal expenenoe of Abyssinia .. • • 

Claim for balanoe of three years’ salary for him¬ 
self and other artizans. The opinion of their own 
counsel agrees with Lord Stanley’s, that they have 
no claim • • • • 


Proposals respecting militi 
ainia, must be addressed 
for War 

No occasion for his services 


ary operations in Abys- 
to the Secretary of State 


wether .. • • • • 

Thanks for observations respecting Routes and beat 
means of transport in Abyssinia 

Wishes to go to Abyssinia to mediate for release of 
British cajdives. if war is decided on, offers ins 
services as a volunteer •• 

Arrival of the Reverend W. Malet from Jerusalem. 
Abyssinian Convent question the moving cause of 
King Theodore’s proceedings 


LOT OF PAPERS. 
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Stcrttary efSUUfor Fcrtign Affimn. 


No. 

686 . Rev. W. W. Malet 


686 . Rev. W. W. Malet 


Date. 
1867. 
July 22 


July 22 


687. Lieutenant McGregor.. 

July 20 

July 22 

687*. Mr. Snow .. ,. 

July 22 

July 22 

688. Major de Dohse 

July 22 

July 22 

689. To Major Leveson 

July 26 

• 9 

690. To Captain Snow 

July 26 

e e 

691. Colonel Cooke .. 

July 25 

July 26 

692. Mr. Easton .. 

July 25 

July 26 

693. To Lieut. Macgregor.. 

July 26 

9 • 

694. Mr. K. Joyce Perceval.. 

• s 

July 26 

695. Actg.-Con.-Oen. Reade 
(No. 16. Consular.) 

July 13 

July 27 

696. India Office 

(Confidential.) 

July 27 

July 27 


1867. 


Receipt 

1867. 


Subject. 


Pago 


Memorandum. Position of British at Jerusalem. Sug¬ 
gests advantage of Great Britain erecting a hospice 
at Jerusalem. Wishes conditional concession of site of 
church called Great St. Mary for erection of hospice. 
Suggestions for improvement of country by reads and 
tramways. American colony at Jaffa reviving. 
Travelling in Palestine quite safe .. .. 614 

Memorandum respecting Abyssinians at Jerusalem. 
Abyssinian Convent consists of miserable huts near 
the well-built convent of the Copts. In this Abys- 
siuian community there are seveuty-oue members. 

For four years they have not been able to havo their 
Holy Communion or “ Eucharist,’* on account of 
being without a place for worship, vis., a chapel and 
altar in the church of tho sepulchre like other com¬ 
munities. Formerly they had the same chapel and 
altar as the Copts, who had now obtained exclusive 
use of it. Dispute between Abyssinians and Copts 
which, notwithstanding intervention of British Con¬ 
sul, was decided against them. Testimony of 
Marquis of Bute as to deserving character of Abys¬ 
sinian community. Greeks well disposed to Abys- 
siniaus. Belief of a Greek professor near Jerusalem 
that continuance of captivity of British bv Theo¬ 
dore, was caused by ill - treatment of Abys¬ 
sinian*, viz., tho privation of the Holy Place In 
the Church of the Resurrection. Poverty of tho 
Abyssinians in Jerusalem. Suggestion of Professor 
Beujamin that Coptic Patriarch at Caro should 

| intercede with Theodore, and offer on behalf of 
British Government to supply Abyssinians in their 
Conveut with food to same amount os the Armenians 
do, who, relieved of this obligation, might be induced 
to give up part of the Rpace in the Church of the 
Sepulchre for a chapel to tho Abyssinians. Extreme 
depression of the Abyssinians at Jerusalem. Feels 
convinced the Armenian Patriarch at convent of St. 
James on Mount Sion, would listen to terms on behalf 
of Abyssinians. Were this project communicated to 
Theodore by the Queen and the Saltan, it might 
induce him to release captives. Commou saying in 
Jerusalem that formerly Abyssinians were protected, 
but are now abandoned by British Government Should 
his services be required is ready to return to Jeru¬ 
salem in November .. .. .. 614 

Wishes to go to Abyssinia for purpose of collecting 
information of a military nature respecting the country. 
Requests interview .. .. ..616 

Cannot understand refusal of his offer to submit plan 
for liberating British captives in Abyssinia .. 617 

Renews offer of his services .. 


Thanks for letter of 18th inat 

Returning papers inclosod in letter of 8th intti 


.. 617 
.. 618 
.. 618 


Sends 


618 

618 


Was mistaken about position of Magdala. 
tracing of Keith Johnstone’s Map 
Inclosure. Tracing .. 

Continued illness of Mr. M. E. Talbot, Chief Engineer 
of Abyssinian expedition. Recommends that an addi¬ 
tional quarter's salary should be paid to him .. 619 

Should a|>ply to Secretary of State for War .. 619 

Difficulties attending a military expedition into the 
interior of Abyssinia. His views 'as to plan of opera¬ 
tions .. .. .. .. 619 

Advice of bill for 1474 14#. 8 d. Mr. Rassam’s ex¬ 
penses .. .. .. ..621 

Instructions sent to Bombay to obtain every informa¬ 
tion in event of operations in Abyssinia becoming 
necessary .. .. .. .. 623 
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List Of PAPWW. 


1867 . [Lords***,, 


No. 

697. Dr. Beks 

• • 

Date. 
1867. 
July *6 

Receipt. 
1867. 
July 27 

Subject. Page 

Erroneous opinions relating to Abyssinia contained in 
article in “ Morning Post," of 13th July .. 623 

Indosore. Letter to “Times” July 18, 1867. 

Small British force only necessary to be sent 
into Abyssinia. Description of battles of 1542 
and 1543 between Portuguese and Abyssinian*. 
Conquest of Abyssinia would be easy with 8,000 
men .. .. .. .• 625 

698. Treasury 

• • 

July *4 

July 29 

To prepare Return required by House of Commons .. 626 
Inclosure. Order of House of Commons, for return 
of expenses of Rassam’s Mission to Abyssinia.. 626 
Memorandum of Chief Clerk, submitting that return 
should be prepared by the Treasury .« 626 

699. Mr. SL Joyoe Peroeval.. 

• • 

July 29 

His experiences in Abyssinia. Accusations against 
Coffin, Barroni, and Page. Cause of murder of French 
Consul, and other Europeans .. .. 627 

700. To India Office. • 

•• 

July 99 

a • 

Forwarding letters from Mr. K. J. Perceval .. 628 

701. To Mr. Perceval 

.. 

July 

• • 

Thanks for his communications .. .. 62 8 

702. Mr. Nicholls .. 

.. 

July 27 

July 81 

Renewing offer of his services .. .. 628 

708. Mr. Eveleigh .. 

• • 

July 27 

July 80 

Request* interview to make suggestions.. .. 629 

704. Mr. Hearsay .. 

a a 

July 27 

July 80 

Requests employment in Expedition abont to be sent 
to Abyssinia .. .. .. .. 680 

Inclosure. Testimonials .. .. 630 

705. Dr. Beko 

a • 1 

July 29 

July 80 

Offers his services to accompany officers about to be 
sent to Aden to moot Colonel Merewether and examine 
point* on which information is required before send¬ 
ing expedition to Abyssinia. Map .. .. 682 

706. Dr. Beke 

• a 1 

July 99 

July 81 

Error in letter of 26th instant, relative as to date of 
battle in Abyssinia in 1542 .. .. .. 688 

707. To Mr. Nicholls 

• a 

Jnly 81 

... 

Indian Government will conduct all inquiries relative 
to the landing of troops in Abyssinia .. .. 633 

708. To Mr. Hearsay 


July 81 

• v 

Inquiry for examining Coast of Abyssinia will be 
conducted exclusively under orders of India Office, 
who alone will select, officer* to bo employed .. 633 

709. To Dr. Beke .. 

• a 

Jnly 81 

a • 

Receipt of letter of 26th •. .. .. 634 

710. To Dr. Beke .. 

•• 

Ang. 1 

a a 

Arrangements for expedition to Coast of Abyssinia 
exclusively under control of India Office. Returning 
his Map of Abyssinia .. .. .. 634 

711. Mr. Holden 

• • 

Aug. 1 

Aug. 1 

War for liberation of Abyssinian captives only a pre- 
tcuce to stille question of Reform .. .. 684 

719. Consul-General Bonham 

Aug. 1 

Ang. 1 

Telegraphic. Mules obtainable near Brindisi and at 
Naples .. .. .. .. 684 

711. India Office .. 

• k 

July 31 

Aug. * 

Returning Mr. Perceval’s papers .. . . 686 

714. Mr. Legfa 

• • 

Aug. 2 

Aug. 2 

Sends M. du Bisson’s statement, relative to Abyssinia, 
at request of Marquis de Fontenclles .. .. 685 

Inclosure. Letter from M. du Bisson in the 
“Paine,” of July 28, 1867. Criticisms on 
second mission to King Theodore In 1866, and 
it* failure. Refusal of his oflera to obtain 
liberation of captives. Resolutions taken by 
the King for defence of Abyssinia against pro¬ 
posed iuvasion. Religious element invoked by 
the King and the priests. 50,000 troops not 
sufficient to oonquer him. Predicts British 
failure ; greater iU-treatiAent of prisoners ; and 
certainty of their execution on news of arrival 
of British expedition .. .. „ 635 

715. Mr. Ironside (Foreign 
Affairs Sheffield 

Aug. 1 

Aug. 8 

Opinion of Foreign Affairs Committee that expedition 
to A by Minis will result in dishonour, disgrace, and 

Committee.) 


• • 


defeat. Only ^esnsj of obtaining release of pri¬ 
soners, by placing entire case in the hands of the 
Sultan .. .. .. .. 687 

716. Mr. Bounat .. 

• a 

Aug. 1 

Aug. 8 

Offers his services to join expedition to Abyssinia .. 688 


' 



trailer. 

Oflfere hi* services to join Abywdnlan expedition 

Roque*t4 return of his memorandum about Abvs- 
amiann .. . t J 

Caution against Mr. Joyce Perceval. Thinks he is the 
name as Kirwan Joyce, a private of Bombay 

Accounts connected with Mr. Rassam’s Mission are 
those of Colonel Merewether, transmitted in original 
to the Treasury. The only account of the Foreign 
Wnco would be the appropriation of {mumm of 


717. Mr. Carrick . 

718. Rev. W. Malet 


721. To Lieut.-CoL Mere- 
wet her 


722. To Mr. Easton 


723. To Captain Prevor 


724. Major de Dohsd 


Abyssinia. Requests interview to explain his reasons. 
Again offers his services 

Left Massowah on July 12 Visited K&heita ; found to 
be useless as a landing-place for troops, French not 
utilizing their purchase of Obokh. Visit to Tajoora 
Interview with the Sultan. Disturbed state of 
the country. Excessive heat at Tajoora. Left July 
14, and arrived at Aden on the 15th. Utters inclosed 
m»ni King of Shoa to the Queen and himself. Part only 
of presents sent by the King for lior Majesty, have 

Messenger to 

succeed Emperor of Abyssinia* at his deatST^Shoa 
only part of Abyssinia in which any order exists 
Inclosure I. Sultan Negoos Menelek to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Merewether. Sends messenger with 
presents 

Inclosure 2. Sultan Negoos Menelek to Queen 
Victoria. Has become possessor of Shoo. Pro¬ 
testations of friendship. Urges friendship be¬ 
tween England and Shoa, and entreats forget¬ 
fulness of the acts of his grandfather towards 
British subjects. Sends presents .. .. I 

[For reply, see No. 746.] 

News relative to prisoners at Magdala np to June 12. 
Extension of rebellion. Communications between 
Magdala and Debra Tabor closed. Rumour of 
Mr. Find’s party, including the ladies, being put in 
chains .. ,. # . < ^ 

Inclosure 1. Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley. 
Massowah, July 11, 1867. Arrival at Maa- 
sow&h on the lOtb. News from captives at 
Magdala up to June 12; all well. Perilous 
position of Europeans at Debra Tabor. Return 
of M. Munzitiger from his trip, viA Arnphilla. 
News from Mr. Rassam to May 20. Release not 
likely without coercive measures. Letter from 
Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam of May 3, describing 
his interview with the King at Arbia, in Dembra, 
April 28. Determination not to give up the 
captives, but to fight if attacked. Letter 
from Mr. Had to Mr. Rassam. May 16. 
Behaviour of the Emperor more friendly. No 
answer to the Queen’s letter. Letter to Mr. Flad 
promising release of prisoners on certain con¬ 
ditions. News from Mr. Rassam to June 
12. Is in want of money; rumour of Mr. 
Flad and others being chained at Debra 


725. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 
(Secret.) 


from King of Shoa to the L.... 

of presents sent by the King for lior Majesty, have 

reached : are sent by tho mail. “_^ 

await answer. Menelek, King of Shoa, expects to 







Subject. 


No. 


716. Actg. Con.-Gen. Readc 
(Cont'ua**.) 


Date. 


1867. 
July 29 


Receipt. 


1867. 
Aog. 8 


Pago 


7*7. Mr. Eaaton .. 
788. Mr. Snow 


7*9. Dr. Bek* 


. • • • 


Aug. 9 
Aug. 18 


Aug. 10 


Aug. 9 
Aug. 12 


Tabor. Rapid desertion of the Emperor by W* 
follower*. Contagion* fever at Debra Tabor. 
Letter from Dr. Blanc of May 19 described the 
tact of Mr Flad in hi* interview with tlie King. 
Offer of King of Shoa to take Magdala. Hope# 
he may noon be instructed to proclaim intentions 
of Great Britain to the King and hi* subject*. 
Messengers *ent to tbe King with Lord Stanley * 
letter, stopped by the rebel*. Ha* sent money 
to Mr. Ra***m by the messenger*.. 

Indosure 2. Dr. Blanc to Colonel Merewether. 
Magdala, June 10. Messengers aent to the 
prisoners plundered by tbe rebels. Contra¬ 
dictory account* of treatment of fnaonen •* 
Debra* Tabor. Continued desertion* from King a 
army. System of murder and plunder pursued 
by the King. Health of the prisoner*. Success of 
vaccine lymph. Galla country separated rate two 
faction*. Want of arm* prevents prisoners from 
making their escape. Desertion of Yagoo troops 
on account of cruelty of the King 


643 


648 


730. To Dr. Beke .. 


781. Lieut.-Col. Merewether 
(Secret.) 


Aug. 13 
July 26 


Aug. 12 


Thank* for additional quarter’s salary granted to Mr. 
Talbot 


651 


Regret at the tone of his letter of July 22. Offer* 
to go to Abyssinia with hi* wife as hoetage* for 
Captain Cameron and the English ladies. Hi* varied 
knowledge would make him acceptable to the King.. 

Refers to hi* letter of April 4. 1848, recommending 
recognition of each serrate state to Abyssinia by 
Grout Britain. Should accept offer of Rulers of Tigre 
and Shoa to liberate British captive*, without relax¬ 
ing effort* to be made by British force. Suggest* 
that British force should encamp at Senate. Reviews 
the different road* which might be taken by the British 
troop*. Suggest* that a small force be landed at 
Rahfiita, and proceed by forced marches to Magdala, 
taking it by a coup de main.. 


651 


652 


Aug. IS 


All arrangement* respecting Abyssinia are made under 
order* of India Office 


656 


788. Mr. Bramptou .. 


Oantive* at Magdala all well up to June 19. No news 
f£mDebra T^nce May 16. Mr. Ra-am report, 
complete rebellion in Emperor’* vamp. Necessity of 
immediately proclaiming determination for the release 
of the captive, if not liberated Abywuntoo* have 
no opinion In the power of England. Thin copy of 
fetter to the King, received by him June- 13. 
Messenger sent back without answer. Expects to 

mW jZ“^""u y Dr.'Eo 'to 

Merewether. Magdala, June 18. tommu- 
uication* with King’s camp suspended. Execu¬ 
tion of 650 Wadela chief*. Deserium of \adja 
ik-oiJo. Wife and child of Zalalu burnt in wax 
clothe*. Cruelties of tlie King, (ieneral deser¬ 
tion. No new* of prisoner, at Debra Tabor. 
Fear that thev will 1* killed when King is put 
to flight. General fear of King in Abyssinia. 
Conshfere the captives would not le in a letter 
condition if the King were dead. Nothmg but 
an army can release them 


656 


658 


Aug. 18 Aug. 13 


733. Iudia Office .. 

(Confidential.) 


Aug. 18 


Aug. 13 


Wa* one of the engineer* sent to Abyssinia Re¬ 
quest* arrears of pay and compensation on account 
of illness caused by the climate 


662 


Bombay Government instructed to take immediate 
preliminary steps in cast- it is nuccssaiy to send 
armed expedition into Abyamma. Officer, to be 
selected to inquire, iu injunction with ( olonel More- 
wether, iuto resources, Ac., of the country. and for«> 
nw-msarv to be sedt. thdlectwn of transjs*rt cattle. 
Older ot Government of Bombay to Cofimel Mere¬ 
wether to go to Bombay. Expediency of instruct ions 
to Turkey and Egypt to obtain facilities f.*r collection 
of camels aod mules, and in any way that may 1* 
required. A. to excuses of expedition being borne 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


hii 


Secret ar y of State for Foreign Affairs.] 1867. 


No. 

733. India Office .. 
(Comtmnod.) 

Date. 
1867. 
Aug. 13 

Receipt. 
1867. 
Aug. 13 

Subject. Page 

by Imperial Exchequer. For authority to Governor 
of Bombay to purchase steam transports. Pro¬ 
vision* to be supplied to Expedition can be provided 
by India Offibo .. .. .. .. 668 

Indosure. Telegram* between India Office and 
Governor of Bombay on above subject .. 663 

734. Mr. Snow 

Aug. 13 

Aug. 14 

Quotation# from newspaper* in proof of hi. assertions 
concerning himself. Again offers himself as . 
hostage for British captives.. .. .. 666 

735. Dr. Beke 

Aug. 13 

Aug. 14 

Observations cm the Currency of Abyssinia. Useless¬ 
ness of gold coin. The only currency i. block* of 
salt and Austrian apecie Dollar* of 1780. Describe# 
tbe kind of dollar in circulation. Cannot depend 
upon merchant* and traders at Maaaowah for re¬ 
quisite kind of money. Necessity of stationing 
military force at Senate to command supply of salt 
as a medium of currency .. .. .. 667 

736. WarOffioe 

Aug. 15 

Aug. 15 

Pamphlet on route* in Abyssinia prepared in topogra¬ 
phical branch of War Office.. .. .. 668 

717. Mr. Duftoa .. 

Aug. 14 

Aug. 15 

Ground* on which he consider* hi* service* might 
be acceptable in expedition to Abyssinia. Is tbe U«t 
traveller in Abyssinia previous to imprisonment of 
British captive*. The only Englishman who could 
identify King Theodore, and reason# requiring such 
identification. Ha* an adequate knowledge of 
Arabic, and a little Amharic, the language of the 
King’s territory. Kuows the prisoners personally, 
which makes him anxious for tlieir liberation. Offered 
to late Government to be bearer of despatches, which 
wa* declined. Refers to Means. Beocroft and Baines, 
and to Colonel Stanton, aa to hi* fitness for such em¬ 
ployment Will communicate hi* views either per¬ 
sonally or in writing, if required .. .. 669 

788. Captain Barnes 

Aug. 15 

Aug. 16 

Offer* his services to go to Abyssinia .. .. 670 

739. To Captain Snow 

Aug. 16 

• . 

Declining his offer to go to Abyssinia .. .. 670 

740. To India Office.. 

Aug. 17 

• • 

Letters in original from Dr. Beke, containing sug¬ 
gestion* for the release of prisoners in Abyssinia, and 
as to Coinage to be provided for the expedition .. 670 

741. To India Office 

Aug. 18 

• • 

Treasury requested to oommunicate with India Office 
on question of expenditure for Aby*sinian expedition. 
Instructions will be sent to Egypt to obtain all neces¬ 
sary facilities .. .. .. ..671 

742. To Treasury .. 

Aug. 18 

•• 

To communicate with India Office on question of expen¬ 
diture for Abyssinian expenditure . . ... 671 

743. Lieut.-Col Merewether 

July 27 

Aog. la 

Bill of lading of the case forwarded vil Southampton, 
containing presents from Menelek, King of Shoa .. 671 
luclosure. Bill of lading.. .. .. 672 

744. India Office 

Aug. 17 

Aug. 19 

Proposed measures for the release of Abyssinian cap¬ 
tives. Sir Robert Napier to conduct operations. No 
slight intended to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Trust that Commauder-in-Cbief will have Lieutenant- 
Colonel Merewether’# services .. . . 672 

Indosore. I ndia Office to the Governor of Bombay, 

Aug. 16. 1867. Military opoiationa in Abys¬ 
sinia to be under command of Sir R. Napier, 
with Sir Charles Stavelcy as second in command. 

The whole conduct of the negotiations to be 
placed in hands of Sir C. Napier. Neoeeaary 
steps taken to supply stores, and funds. Expense 
of expenditure to be borne by Imperial Treasury j 
but to be at first advanced out of revenues of 

India .. .. .. .. 678 

745. Lord Stanley to Sul¬ 
tan Negoo* Menelek 
(of 8boa). 

Aug. 19 

• • 

Thanks of the Queen for his letter and presents 
[No. 725]. Friendly feelings of Her Majesty towards 
tbe Sultan and his coentry. Best wishes for’hi# health 
and welfare .. .. .. .. 673 

746. To Acting Consul Gene¬ 
ral Reade (No. 16.) 

Part II. 

Aug. 19 

i " 

1 

1 

To apply for permission for British troop* to pas* 
through Egypt, and for facilities to British officers 
having tbe management of expedition to Abyssinia. 

For assistance of Egyptian autnoritie* at Maaaowah 
to British functionaries. No designs of oooqeosi 
entertained by Groat Britain .. .. 673 

p 






.LIST OF PAPERS. 

1867 . 


\bord Stanley, 


liv 


No. 

747. To Lieut.-Col. Mere- 
wether 

Date. 
1867. 
Aug. 19 

Receipt. 

1867. 

# • 

748. To LhmL-OoL Mere- 
wethcr 

Aug. 19 

• • 

749. Dr. Pyrros 

July 27 

Aug. 20 

750. Mr. Morris ,. 

Aug. 16 

Aug. 20 

750a. Dr. Beke 

Aug. 20 

Aug. 

760b. Lords Commissioners 

Aug. 21 

e • 

761. Mr. Brampton.. 

Aug. 19 

Aug. 21 

762. Mr. Coxo .. 

Aug. 21 

• • 

753. Mr. Algoo ., 

Aug. 20 

Aug. 22 

754. Mr. Purday .. 

Aug. 19 

Aug. 22 

756. To Mr. Brampton 

Aug. 22 

• • 

766. Captain Milne .. 

Aug. 6 

Aug. 22 

767. To War Office.. 

Aug. 20 

• • 

758. India Office .. 

Aug. 21 

Aug. 22 

769. To Mr. Barron.. 

(No. 13.) 

Aug. 22 

• t 

760. To Mr. Barron.. 

(No. 14.) 

Aug. 22 

•• 

761. To Mr. Barron.. 

(No. 15.) 

Aug. 22 

«• 

762. To Mr. Alison.. 

(No. 85.) 

Aug. 22 

• • 

763. To Lord Bloomfield . 

Aug. 24 

• a 

764. To Peninsular & Orient* 
Steam Navigation Co 

Aug. 24 

• • 

765. To Dr. Beke .. 

Aug. 27 

• • 

766. India Office 

(Confidential.) 

Aug. 26 

Aug. 27 

767. War Office .. 

Aug. 27 

Aug. 27 

768. To Treasury .. 

Aug. 27 

• • 


SbftJKCT. 


P«ge 


674 


674 
676 

675 


To forward letter'tn Sultan Xegoos Menelek of Shot, in 
answer to his letter to the Queen 

Necessity of resorting to force for liberation of 
Abyssinian captives. To communicate with Indian 
Government who ore to have the management of the 
expedition. Thanks for his valuable services and 
endeavour* to liberate the captives 

Offers bis services to release Abyssinian prisoners 

Requests compensation equal to that granted to Mr. 
Talbot or a re-engagement to join the expedition to 
Abysainia .. .. .. 

Comments on Mr. Rassam’s assertion that “ his foolish 
Mission” was the cause of the captives being re-im¬ 
prisoned. Copies of his letter to the “ Times ” of 
July 29, and August 2, 1867 .. .. 676# 

Speech closing Parliament .. .. .. 676/ 

Requests compensation for loss of his situation. Injury 
to his health caused by climate, and consequent in¬ 
ability to work .. .. •. .. 676/ 

Offers his services in Abyssinia as guide, interpreter, 
or superintendent of transport corps .. . .C7G g 

Offers his services to liberate the captive*. Ilia 
peculiar qualifications. Proposes to take Captain 
O’Shaughnessy and Captain Mostyu with him ,. 67 6g 

Omission in his letter of August 2", 1866, printed in 
the Blue Book. Intemperate habits of BardeL, 
Coraenju, and others .. •• ..676 k 

Can only at present authorise balance of salary duo to 
him, 84 4*. 10<4.. •• 


677 


Considers that Great Britain should make the conquest 
of Abyssinia .. .. • • • * 

Thunks for the volume entitled “ Routes in Abyssinia.’ 
Should be sent to India Office .. 

Objection of Treasury to pay the whole of the pay, Ac , 
oncertain officers, on account of Mr. Kassacu’s mission, 
referred to Government of India .. 

To express hope that the Sultan and Viceroy of Egypt 
will give every facility for British troops to |»aas 
through Ottoman territory in the expedition to 
Abyssinia. No designs of conquest .. 

Necessity of rapid communication between Suez and 
Bombay. To obtain permission to allow messages 
along Syrian coast line vik Bagdad 

To request Porte to instruct Turkish authorities in 
Arabia to assist officers sent there to obtain beasts of 
burden for Abyssiuiau expedition 

To request Persian Government to instruct authorities 
at Itushire to assist officers sent to Bushire and 
Bassorah, to obtain beasts of burden for Abyssinian 
expedition .. •. • • .. 

To obtain if possible Maria Thereaa Dollars at Vienna, 
or elsewhere, for Abyssinian expedition 

To send to Foreign Office box sent by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mercwetbor by the “ Camlia” .. 

Receipt of letter of 28th instant 

Telegram from Governor of Bombay. Viceroy of 
Egypt should instruct Egyptian authorities at Mas- 
sowah to ussist British officers in disembarkation of 
troops .. . • • • 

To instruct Consuls at Cadiz, Malaga. Alicante, Genoa. 
Turin, Tripoli, Constantinople, and Smyrna, to look 
out for mules to be by British officer*. Ex¬ 

penses will be paid 

Inclosure. Memorandum. Scheme proposed for 
obtaining 7,000 mules for Abyssinian expedition. 682 

Government of India instructed to furnish information 
aa to expenses of Mr. Ransom's Misaiou to Abyssinia 683 


678 


678 


679 


679 


679 


680 


680 

680 

680 

681 


681 


681 


768. To Treasury .. 


LIST OF PAPERS. 

1807 . 


It 


Secretary of State for Foreign Afmrt.] 


No. 

769. To Mr. Purday 

Date. 
1867. 
Aug. 27 

Receipt. 

1867. 

• • 

770. To Mr. Morris.. 

Aug. 27 

• • 

771. War Office 

Aug. 27 

Aug. 29 

772. War Office .. 

Aug. 28 

Aug. 29 

773. War Office 

Aug. 28 

Aug. 29 

774. War Office .. 

Aug. 29 

Aug. 29 

775. To British Consuls in 
Mediterranean Ports 

Aug. 29 

• • 

776. To British Consuls in 
Mediterranean Ports 

Ang. 29 

•• 

777. To Acting Consul-Gene¬ 
ral Reade (Telegram.] 

Aug. 29 

•• 

778. To ActingConsul-Gene- 
ral Reade (No. 19.) 

Aug. 29 

• • 

779. To Acting Consul-Gene¬ 
ral Reade (Telegram.) 

Aug. 29 

•• 

780. To Consul Barrie and 
Consul CimiU-rbatch 

Aug. 29 

•• 

781. To Sir J. Crompton and 
Sir A. Paget 

Aug. 29 

•• 

782. To India Office 

Aug. 29 

• • 

783. To War Office.. 

Aug. 29 

• • 

784. Mr. Snow 

Aug. 29 

Aug. 29 

785. Mr. Snow 

Aug. 26 

Aug. 29 

786. Mr. Morris .. 

Aug. 29 

Aug. 30 

787. Mr. Peulia 

Aug. 29 

Aug. 30 

788. Mr. Purday .. 

Aug. 29 

Aug. 80 

789. WarOffico .« 

Aug. 29 

Aug. 30 

790. War Office 

Aug. 30 

Aug. 30 

791. To Sir J. Crampton and 
British Consuls in 
Spain 

Aug. 30 

• • 

792. Actg. Corn-Gen. Reade 
(Telegram.) 

Aug. 30 

Aug. 31 


SraixcT. 

His letter of Acgnst 27, 1866, 
Blue Book 


Pago 


correctly printed in 


683 


Can only at present authorize payment of balance of 
salary due to him, 134 11#. 9 d. ..683 

To obtain permission of Viceroy of Egypt for depots of 
mules at Alexaudria and Sues ,. ., 684 

To obtain facilities from Governments of Spain, Italy, 
Turkey, and Greece, for British officers to purchase 
mules for expedition to Abysainia .. .. 684 

Copies of pamphlet on ** Routes in Abyssinia M already 
sent to India Office .. ,. ,. 684 

To instruct Consol at Alexandria to assist Colonel 
Kennedy, sent to Egypt to establish depots at Alex¬ 
andria and Suez for mules and stores .. .. 684 

To inquire as to possibility of procuring mules, and assist 
British officors in their purchase. To report to I Cor Ma¬ 
jesty’s Minister auy difficulties which nmy be raised.. 686 

Letter of introduction to British Consul of British 
officers seut for the purpose of purchasing mules .. 683 

Colonel Kennedy sent to Alexandria to sn|>eruitend 
landing and truua|M>rt of mules. Assist him ., 6 H 6 

To obtain permission from Viceroy of Egypt for estab¬ 
lishment of dejtots at Alexandria and Sues for the 
reception of mules for Abyssinian expedition. Colonel 
Kennedy appointed to superintend the landing and 
transport .. .. .. 686 

IIow far is telegraph open to Souakin? When will it 
lie complete f Cun British Government lay down 
line ou their own account from Souakin to Mnssowab 686 

To draw ^ bills on Paymaster-General, ou account of 
War Office for expenses incurred by British officers 
for purchase of mules .. .. ., 686 

Circular to Consuls in Mediterranean. Purchase of 
mules for Abyssinian expedition. To assist them in 
overcoming any difficulties .. .. ... 687 

Instructions sent to Consul-General in Egypt to obtain 
instructions from Viceroy of Egypt to authorities at 
Massowuh, to give assistance to expedition to be 
sent to Abyssinia. Instructions to Diplomatic and 
Consular Officers ,, .. ,, Q 87 

Instructions given to Diplomatic and Consular Officers 
resisting arrangements to 1 » made fur purchase of 
mules for Abyssinian ex|>edition. Passports will be 
issued to officers employed by War Office. Re¬ 
muneration to Consular Officers postponed until the 
sendees rendered arc ascertained .. .. 687 

Recommends a veterinary surgeon for the purchase of 
mules. Wishes to know the pay and emoluments .. 

Offers his services in expedition to Abyssinia 

Has received from Colonel Morewether the ten days’ 
nay due to him and other the four mechanics. Will 
forward receipt* to Colonel Mere wether 


688 

688 

689 

689 


Sorry the omission in bis 
his own.. 


689 


690 


Thanks for letter of 19th. 
letter of August 27, 1866, 

Requests twenty letters of introduction and twenty 
josHfx.rts for British officers appointed fur the pur¬ 
chase of mules in the Mediterranean 

Mr. WethereO going to S|«in with a veterinary 
surgeon for the purchase of mules. For betters of in¬ 
troduction to Minister at Madrid, mud Consuls in Spain. 690 

ntroducing Mr. We the re II going to Spain for the 
purchase of mules for Abyssiuiau expedition .. G 90 


Souakin, about 15ft miles. Proposed line from 
Souakin to Massowah referred to Viceroy .. 690 













■B* 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


1867 . 


798. WtfOSoe 


794. Lord Bloomfield 

(Telegram.) 

798. Consul Bonham 

(Telegram.) 

796. Acting Consul-General 




797. Actg. CatL-Om. Roadc 
(Telegram.) 


798. War Office 


799. To British Consuls .. 

(Circular.) 

800. To War Office.. 

801. To War Office.. 


601. Mr. Manning .. .. 


808. Major Leseson 


804. To Mr. Snow .. 
80J. Consul Dalydl.. 


(Secret A Confidential.) 


806. To India Office 


807. To India Offioe 


808. Mr. lurking 


809. Mr. Hammond. 


{Lord Stamlqf, 


Subject. 


Teleraph to Consul at Brindisi to state whether he 
can obtain moles; and whether there is any quaran¬ 
tine to Interfere with milks being shipped .. 691 

Might collect 2000 or 3000 M. T. dollars. Iui|<erial 
Mint would coin 200,000 weekly if required. Silver 
must be supplied to the Mint .. .. 691 

Mules can be procured at Briudioi. So quarantine at 
Alexandria .. .. ..691 

M. T. dollars very scarce in Venice. The dice still 
exist in the Mint of Venice, to which the ooinage is 
reserved by the Monetary Convention of 1858 .. 691 

Permission granted for passage of Expedition through 
Egypt- Egyptian officers will be sent to Mamowah 
to afford facilities. Viceroys ships of war in Red 
Sea at disposal of Her Majesty’s Government .. 699 

Officers going to Constantinople, Smyrna, Beyrout, 
Scanderoon, and Tunis, delayed for several days. 

To instruct British Consuls to give notioc of their 
expected arrival for the purchase of mules .. 692 

To give public notice of expected arrival of British 
officers to purchase mules. Mules not to be under 
four years’ old .. .. .. .. 692 

Mules can be procured at Brindisi. No quarantine at 
Alexandria. Mules also at Naples .. 692 

Copy of telegram sent to Consuls at Constantinople, 
Smyrna, Beyrout, Tunis, and Alcxandrett* relative 
to purchase of mules .. .. .. 693 

Information respecting condition and climate can be 
obtained from the Propagandi in Rome, and from 
Superior of Laxarist Congregation. Offers his servioes 
in a literary or confidential ca|*acity .. .. 693 

Offers his services in Abyssinian Expedition as Govern¬ 
ment Agent or Commissioner amongst native tribes 
hostile to Theodores, to raise and command auxiliary 
force of natives. His antecedents in similar warfare. 
Knows all details of his profession. Fair knowledge 
of Orieutul and all Coutinoutal languages .. 698 

Inclosure. Testimonials .. .. .. 694 

Should apply to the War Office .. 702 

Sends note of conversation with M. Lcjean, late 
French Consul in Abyssinia. Imprisoned for t wen tv- 
four hours by Theodore. Msgdala impregnable. 
Order of Theodore to authorities at Msgdala to 
execute captives would be obeyed. Attempt of 
Cameron to escape, cause of his second imprison¬ 
ment. Cause of his first imprisonment, withdrawal 
of British protection from Monastery at Jerusalem. 
Considers the Jewish Mission honest; the religions 
society St Basle as instigating Theodore against 
prisoners. Failure of German Mission. Christian 
troops essential in Expedition to prevent coalition 
between insurgents and Theodore. Condition of 
Abvssinian army. Theodore a cruel despot. Good 
and bad qualities of population .. .. 702 

Telegram from Alexandria. Proceedings of Viceroy 
relative to proposed expedition to Abyssinia .. 708 

Telegraphic information from Vienna and Venice 
relative to the possible collection of M. T. dollar*.. 704 

Information required by Nubar Pasha .. .. 704 

Inclaaure. Nubar Pasha to Mr. Larking. Mas- 
sow ah the only place of embarkation. Massowah 
belongs to Egypt. Necessity of Viceroy knowing 
whether landing is to be effocied there. No 
knowledge of Viceroy haring promised 5,000 
camels ... .. .. ..704 


Memorandum of commu^ieat4>ns with E 
ment relative to expeditetu to Aby 
nothing about camels. Cannot say 
dition will laud at Massowah 


with Egyptian Govern- 
o Abyssinia. Knows 
it say whether exps- 



Secrttary of Stato/br Fortig* A fain.') 


user OF FAFX 3 A. 

1867 . 


Subject. 



Mi 


No. 

Date. 

1867. 

Receipt 

1867. 

810. To India Offioe 

Sept. 3 

- 

810*. Treasury 

Sept. 3 

Sept 4 

811. Mr. Xenoa 

Sept 3 

Sept 4 

812. Mr. Stoote 

Sept. 2 

Sept 4 

81b. Actg. Con.-Gen. Reade 

Sept. 4 

Sept 4 

(Telegram.) 

814. To Mr. Barron,. 

Sept. 4 

• • 

(Telegram.) 


815. To Acting Consul-Gene¬ 

Sept 4 

• • 

ral Reade (TelegTam.) 


816. Mr. Trotter .. 

Sept- 5 

Sept 5 

817. Major Levroou 

Sept. 4 

Sept 5 

818. Mr. Howell .. 

Sept. 4 

Sept 5 

819. To Mr. Trotter 

Sept. 5 

e • 

820. To Mr. Hadfield 

Sept. 6 

t • 

821. To India Office 

Sept. 5 

• • 

822. To India Office.. 

Sept 5 

• e 

823. Actg. Con.-Gen. IVerry 

Sept. 5 

Sept 6 

(Telegram.) 


824. To India Offico 

Sept. 5 

• a 

825. Sir J. Crompton 

Sept 5 

Sept 3 

(Telegram.) 


826. Lord Bloomfield 

Sept 3 

Sept 6 

827. To India Office k War 

Sept 6 

• • 

Office 


826. To War Office.. 

Sept 6 

• • 

829. To India Office.. 

Sept 6 

• a 

830. Actg. Con.-Gen. Reade 

Sept 5 

Sept 6 

(Telegram.; 

881. Mr. Barron 

Sept. 6 

Sept 6 

(Telegram.) 

882. Memorandum to News¬ 

Sept 8 

• • 

papers 


888 . Mr. Larking ,. 

Sept 7 

Sept 7 

834. M. de Franoo .. 

Aug. 27 

Sept 0 

885. Mr. Brampton 

Sept 6 

Sept 9 

886 . Mr. Gordon 

Sept 7 

Sept 9 

(No. 78.) 

836*. To India Offioe 

Sept. 9 

* 

Part TL 




Forwarding a letter from Mr. Oibeoa 


P«* 

.. 708 


Paymaster-General to pay to Chief Clerk of Foreign 
Office 1,000/. for expenses connected with Abyssinian 
captives .. .. .. .. 705 

Offers his servioes as interpreter to British officers 
going to the East to purchase mules .. .. 706 

Offers his services as a volunteer or otherwise .. 706 


Permission granted bv Viceroy to lay down telegraph 
between Souakin arid Massowah .. .. 706 

Telegram from Constantinople stating release of 
prisoners. Send account of what has reached him.. 707 

Any news of release of Abyssinian captives at inter- 
cession of Armenian Patriarch f .. ., 707 

Offers his services as interpreter to British officers 
going to Spain to purchase mules .. ., 707 

Particulars of his scheme for raising auxiliary force 
amongst hostile tribee in Abyssinia .. .. 707 

To whom must ho apply for employment in Abyssinian 
expedition t .. .. .. ..709 

Cannot accept his services as interpreter in 8 pain .. 709 

Ills suggestions for supply of pure water to Abyssinian 
expedition communicated to India Offioo .. 709 

Letter from Mr. Hadfield containing auggestiona for 
supply of pure water to Abyssiuian expedition .. 709 

Permission granted by Viceroy of Egypt to lay down 
telegraph between Souakiu aud Massowah .. 710 

Mules scarce. Export prohibited. Bey will allow 
export of 100 . Notices given to mule vendors .. 710 

Telegram from Tunis relative to export of mulos .. 710 

Spanish Government have no mules to dispose of. 

Will place no difficulty in the way of British officers 
soot to purchase them .. .. .. 710 

Letter from Messrs. Rothschild, giving information as 
to the supply of Maria Theresa dollars .. .. 710 

Indosurc. Messrs. Rothschild to Lord Bloom¬ 
field, Vienna, Aug. 31, 1867 .. .711 


Copy of letters addressed to King Theodore by Lord 
Stanley .. .. .. .*711 

Spanish Government has no mules to dispose of. Will 
not oppose their purchase by British offic ers .. 711 

Despatch from Vienna, relative to the supply of Maria 
Theresa dollars for Abyssinian expedition .. 712 

Nothing known of release of Abyssinian prisoners. 
Armenian Patriarch has no new s from Bishops sent 
to Abyssinia since June last .. .. 711 

No news of release of Abyssinian captives. Cannot 
account for rumour .. .. .. 712 

No news received in Alexandria of release of Abys¬ 
sinian prisoners.. .. .. 

Thanks for memorandum of Sept. 8. Has seat it to 
Nubar Pasha 

Proceeds to Abyssinia in commercial capacity. Offers 
his servioes to obtain release of prisoners before 
going to war. Will expect to have his expenses 
paid 

Is one of the artisans sent to Abyssinia in November 
last. Requests some appointment or compensation . 

Inclosed despatch from Mr. Cobbold, recommending an 
experienced guide for A hyssinia 
Inekxiure. Mr. Coblxild to Mr. Gordon, Baden. 

Sept 6 , 1867. Recommends a person named 
Containnia, a Condiote, as guide to Abyssinia .. 714 

Forwarding No. 836 .. •• 714 













HOT OF PAPERS. 

1887 . 


SlBJXCT. 


[Lord Stanley, 


Iviii 


No. 

887. Iudi* Office .. 


838. To India Office.. 


889. Lieutenant Abbott .. 

(No. 608.) 


840. Consul Barrio 

(No. 15.) 

841. Actg. Con.-Gen. Rondo 

(No. 83.) 


848. Actg. Con.-Gen. Readc 
(No. 24.) 

843. Actg. Con.-Gen. Beads 

(Separate.) 

844. To India Offioe 


845. To War Offioe 

846. Mr. Ord 

847. Mr Barrou 

(No. 30.) 


Bate. 
1867. 
Sept. 9 


Sept 9 


Aug. 23 


Sept. 4 
Aug. 30 


Aog.81 
Aug. 39 
Sept 10 

Sept 10 

Sept 7 
Sept 3 


Receipt 
1867. 
Sept 9 


Page 


Copy of telegram from Government of Bombay, sug¬ 
gesting that Emperor of Abyssinia should be in¬ 
formed that further proceedings were now in bands 
of Sir R. Napier. For Lord Stanley’s opinion ? 

Inclosure. (Telegram.) Governor of Bombay to 
Secretary of State for India, Sept 7, 1867. 
Emperor of Abyssinia should be informed by 
Lord Stanley, in the Queen's name, that the 
matter was placed in Sir R. Napier's bands to 
enforce redrees .. 


714 


715 


Sept 10 


Sept. 10 


Letter written by Lord Stanley, by the Queen’s coro- 
mao<ls, to King Theodore, demanding release of the 
captives, and informing him that the demand will be 
enforced by a military expedition under Sir R. Napier. 715 

Intelligence of captives up to 1st July. (Letter from 
Mr. Rassam.) Report that Wakahnn Gobazay, Chief 
Rebel of Tigre, and liasta, was about to attack 
Magdala and liberate the cajrtives. No doubt, should 
Gotazay succeed in capturing fortress, he will be 
proclaimed Emperor. If the heads of the Abyssinian 
Church join him, he will have the greater part of 
Abyssinia on his side. Arrival of a messenger from 
the King. Great difficulty in getting through rebel 
districts. Messengers sent by Mr. Rassam to King 
at Debra Tabor plundered by rebels. King had 
dressed and entertained them at Royal Camp. King 
had not imprisoned Europeans at Gaffat. Movements 
of Rebel Chief, Gobazay. M. Munziger b ars that 
Gobazay will uot have courage enough to attempt it, 
although state of rivers would not allow King’s army 
to pits* before 15 th September. Eurojeaus uot in 
chains .. .. •• •• 715 

Inclosure 1. Dr. Blanc to Lieut.-Colonel Merewet hcr, 
Magdala, June 30, 1867. Thanks for exertions 
on his behalf and for firm policy at last adopted. 
Absolute necessity of the expedition, and sug- 
gestions respecting it. Great many rumours in 
circulation n*si»ecting King and prisoners. Can¬ 
not vouch for their truth. King a great scoundrel, 
and capable of any crime. Thanks for brandy 
ami medicines. All his effects at Debra Tabor. 

Giad to hear of his appointment as Commissioner 
in Scinde .. .. .. .. 716 

Supplt. 


Sept. 10 


Sept. 10 
Sept. 10 


Sept. 10 
Sept. 11 


Has requested permission for British expedition to pass 

through Egypt to Abyssinia. Matter referred to Porte 717 
IncToaure 1. Acting Consul-General Reade toCherif 
Dasha. Written application to Chcrif Pasha for 
above-mentioned permission .. .. 717 

In closure 2. Lord Stanley to Acting Consul- 
General Reade, August 19, 1867. For per¬ 
mission for British expedition to pass through 
Egypt, and for facilities of obtaiuing pro¬ 
visions, Ac. *. •• .. 718 

Works for laying down telegraph wire* to Souakin 
suspended >. •• •• •• 718 

Offers his services to accompany British expedition to 
Abyssinia .. .. •• ..719 

Despatches from Lieutenant Abbott and Consul Reads. 
Wishes Sir Stafford Northcote’s opinion a9 to Mr. 
Reade’s request to accompany British expedition to 
Abyasinia .. .. .. •• 719 

Corre*q>ondenee with Her Majesty’s Consuls respecting 
purchase of mules for British Expedition to Abyssinia 719 

Wishes to accompany British Expedition to Abyssinia 720 

Official Notification of resolution of British Government 
to resort to force to obtain release of captives in 
Abyssinia. No obstacle on part of Porte to British 
troops passing tlirough Egypt* '’remise of Fuad 
Pasha to communicate with telegraphic administra¬ 
tion for special facilities for Consuls at Bey rout and 
Bagdad, lias requested Porte to instruct Turkish 


UOT OF PAPKES. 


Secretary of State for Foreign A/rira.]_ 1867. 


847. Mr. Barron 

( Continued-) 


Date. —--. . 

instructed Governor - General of Bagdad to 
facilities for sale of mules .. 

Sent. 11 .. Despatches frern British Charge d’Affai^ ^C°njUn- 

gept.!! Ste p« he has taken to obtain from lurU 

facilities for Expedition to Abyssuna .. 

Sept. 10 Sept 11 Tube Well referred to by Mr. Hadfield, under oou- 
bcpt.10 =*!*• sideration of Sir Sttfford Sortlwote .. 


Receipt. | 
1867. 
Sept. 11 


SlBJKCT. 


848. To India Offioe.. • • Sept 11 


849. India Office .. 

850. To Mr. Duffield 


Sept 11 


852. Actg. Con.-Gen^ Reade Sept 3 Sept 12 


853. Acting Consul-General Sept. 11 Sept. 12 

Reade. (Telegraphic.) 

854. To India Office.. .. Sept. 12 


855. Mr. Young •• •• 12 12 

856. To India Office • • Sept 12 .. 

857. Mr. Mulock .. • • Sep*- 8 ^ 16 

858. To India Office.. .. Sept 13 

859. To ln<lia Office.. • • Sept. 13 • • 


860. India Office .. •• Sept 13 Sept. 14 

861 . India Offioe .. .. Sept 13 , Sept. 14 


862 . To Acting Consul Gene- Sept. 11 
ral Reside. 


863. Lieutenant Heaney .. I Sept 14 J Sept 16 


BlUrittUVU v* wa* --- 

His letter recommending « Erythrogylcm Co^’’form* 
of Abyssinian ExpediUon has been referred to lmlia 

, , Office 

8.1. Actg. Con.-Gen. Reade Sept 3 Sept 12 

(I^o. 26.) SimSpliMi Fleet in feed Sea at diaposa of Her 

Majesty’s Government also permission granted for 
laying down telegraph hue between Suakm and Mas- ^ 
sowah • • • t • * 

Copy of letter from Mr. Polidis, a Greek merchant at 
Cairo, offering to proceed to court of King Theodore 
to effect if possible, release of European calves .. 7 - 
luclosure. Mr. Polidis to Acting Consul-General 
Keade, Cairo, Aug. 30, 1867. Offert 
vices to procure release of captives. Difficulties 
and dangers of a Military Expedition into the 
country. Causes which led to imprisonment of 
Consul* Cameron and his fellow captives .. 7* 

Dollars procurable at Alexandria in exchange for 
British sovereigns. Unlimited supply at Vienna. ^ 
Rates of exchauge 

Report of Acting Consul-General Reade as to number 
J M T. Dollars procurable at Alexandria, with their 
quotations against English sovereigns. Banki of 
Egypt have promised to obtain dollars m exi ha gi 
fof Ll» on her P»yraa»t*r.^n, ™l, with 

banking brokerage of \ per cent., and bill brokerage ^ 
of 1 per mille .. 

’ Wishes to obtain a situation in the Commissariat 
Department of British expedition to Abyssinia .. 7S 

Letter from Mr. Duffield, recommending use of 
throgylon Coca” for British expeditionary force going ^ 

to Abyssinia .. • • • 

5 Suggests expediency of ransoming British captives in 
Abyssinia, by payment of a large sum, instead of ^ 
going to war .. • • 

Letter from Mr. John Whitfori, relative to invention 
by him of a freezing machine for British expeditionary ^ 

force 

Forwards despatches from Acting Consul-General Reade. 
Every facility will 1* granted by 
ment for passage of British troops through F.g>pt to 
Abyssinia, and M. PoUdis’s offer to release pmouers. 7 

4 Reonests that Consul-General in Egypt may lie in¬ 
structed u. make inquiries about Oootoruu, the_ pemm 
recommended as Guide to Abyssinia by Mn CobboM. 
Consul-General to inform Bombay Government of . 
result 

14 Instruction, rivea to the .uthoritlM «» Bank oj 

I land to purchase in Austria of M. T. WuUera, m \tor 
! their shipment to Aden. No occasion for offers of 
foreign Office at present .. »• 

Despatch from British Minister at Stuttgardt. To “‘ike 
inquiries whether Contarini la* a lit |w«nn to act a 
p2dc and interpreter to British «pedit^toAbys- 
sinia. To inform Government of Bombay of result.. 

16 Wishes to proceed to Abyssinia with a party of 
Englishmen’ and open up a a.n.municaGon with the 
rebehi and create a diversion when British force 
Ed in Province of Dcmbea to hamper movi UK-nts 
of King. Asks for money to purchase arms and 



Ik 


LIST 07 PAPERS. 


1867 . 


f Lord Stanley, 


• 

No. 

863. Lieutenant flearsey .. 
(Continutd.) 

i 

Date. 
1867. , 
Sept. 14 

Receipt. 

1867. 
Sept 16 

864. Messrs. Hicks k Fryer 

Sept. 13 

Sept. 16 

Mr. Griffith .. .. 

Sept. 13 

Sept 16 

865. India Office ., 

Sept. 14 

Sept 16 

866. India Office 

(Confidential.) 

Sept 14 

Sept 16 

867. Consul Barrie .. 

(No. 17.) 

Sept 14 

Sept. 16 

868. To War Office.. 

Sept 16 

* • 

669. Consul Barrie .. 

(No. 18.) 

Sept 16 

Sept 17 

870. Mr. Hicks 

Sept 16 

Sept 17 

871. India Office 

(Confidential.) 

Sept. 12 

Sept. 17 

872. To War Office.. 

Sept 17 1 

• • 

873. To Lord Bloomfield .. 
(No, 83. Commercial.) 

8ept 17 1 

§ t 

874. Marquis d’AxogUo .. 

Sept 16 

Sept 17 

875. India Office .. 

Sept 16 

Sept 17 

876. Mr. Bridgtower .. 

Sept 18 

Sept 17 

877. To India Office.. 

Sept. 17 

•• 

878. To Marquis d’Aseglio.. 

Sept 17 

a e 

879. To Mr. de Franco 

Sept. 17 

,, 

879*. Mr. Apostoiidaa 

Sept 17 

a a 


Sf.’BJ*CT. 


ammunition, and letters of introduction to aotboritlee 
in Egypt .. .. .. .. 726 

lncmeure 1. Route of a Secret expedition from 
Alexandria to Gondar. Arms and ammunition 
required for a secret expedition from Alexandria 
to Gondar. and non - commissioned officers to 
accomjiany it .. .. .. 739 

Calls attention to the patent American Tube Well for 
ose of Abyssinian Expedition.. .. .. 780 

Wishes some appointment in Abyssinian Expedition 

Copy of Telegram from Acting Consul-Geueral Reade, 
and respecting proceedings of Vicemy of Egypt, 
with reference to Abyssinian Expedition wiii be 
forwarded to Government of Bombay .. .. 731 

Opinion of Sir Stafford Northcote that Sir R. Napier 
tje instructed as to course to follow in event of his 
demand upon King Theodore for release of captives 
being ineffectual, and as to general conduct towards 
King Theodore and chiefs and people of Abyssinia. 
Object of Exjiedition, and views cl British Govern¬ 
ment should be dearly explained to Sir R. Napier. 
Reasons which induced Sir. S. Northcote to send a 
large force to Abyssinia. Suggests that Sir R. 
Napier should at once be instructed to proclaim 
object of Expedition and conditions of its withdrawal. 
British foroe should not remain longer than abso¬ 
lutely necessary. Abyssinian people should be told 
that no injury will be done them if they remain ae 
home and do not impede progress of army. King to 
be held rwqamaible for any injury to captives. Mea¬ 
sures to take in event of aaptivus being removed 
into interior .. .. .. ..731 

Arrival of Captain Whinyutc and Assistant Commis- 
aary-Oeiiural Gumming for purchase of mules for 
Abyssinian expedition. Instructions with regard to 
payment .. .. .. .. 732 

Copy of despatch from Consul Barrie. Purchase of 
mules. Captain Whin rate has raised miest ion as to 
correctness of instruction to Consul. What answer t 732 

Has consented to indorse all bills which Captain Whin* 
yate and Assistant Commissary-General Gumming 
bring him for purchase of mules .. .. 733 

Wishes an appointment in Commissariat Deportment 
of Abyssinian expedition .. .. .. 783 

Returns Abyssinian papers forwarded in Foreign Office 
letter of 17th ult .. .. ..733 

Purchase of mules for Abyssinia. Further despatch 
from British Consul at Alicante, stating that he has 
consented to indorse all Bills drawn by Whinyaie 
and Mr. Gumming .. .. .. 734 

Maria Theresa Dollars for Abyssinian Expedition. To 
thank Austrian Government, but have no need of 
their offer at present .. .. .. 734 

Requests that two Italian officers be attached to the 
staff of the General commanding in Abyssinia .. 734 

Copy ot papers in letter of 10th instant sent to Govern¬ 
ment of Ikwnbay. Acting British Consul-General at 
Alexandria had better remain at his poet .. 734 

Wishes to be recognised as heir to the Abyssinian 
Throne. Proofs of bis claim. Memorandum ..' 735 


Letter from Italian Minister. Requests that two 
Italian officers may be permitted to accompany staff 
of the Abyssinian Expedition .. .. 736 

Will reply to hia letter jwben answer of India Office is 
reoeived • I.. .. .. 737 

No need of his services in Abyssinia .. 737 

Recommends Mission under auspices of Greek and 
Coptic Patriarchs, and offers his services .. 737 



Receipt. 

1867. 


Letter in quadruplicate to King of AbyttMa. Requests 
that Beeident at Aden may be instructed to forward 
them as quickly as possible by separate messengers. 
Present letter to supersede that sent on 9th instant, 
which should be returned to England. Lord Stanley 
will speedily communicate with Sir Stafford Northcote 
respecting instructions to Sir R. Napier on other than 
military matters 

IncKissre. Lord Stanley to King Theodor* ef 
Abyssinia, Sept. 9, 1867. In consequence of 
His Majesty’s disregard of repeated appeal* to 
him on behalf of British captives, the Queen has 
determined to obtain their rele a s e by force. 
Orders given for an army under Sir R. Napier to 
enter hi* dominions. Hope yet entertained by 
Her Majesty that he may make full concession*, 
and preserve |>eaoe, if not, the consequence to 
himself and country will be on his own hoad .. 

Ha* received packet with five letters to King Theodore 
with copy .. .. .. .. 

Letter to Rev. Dr. Krapf; to instruct Consul-General at 
Cairo to facilitate Dr. Krapf’s arrival at Maseowah .. 

Inokmure. India Office to Rev. Dr. Krapf, Sept. 
17, 1*67. Is to accompany Abyssinian Expedi¬ 
tion as dragoman of the Atnharic language. To 
be entirely under directions of Sir R. N s pe a r. Is 
not to enter into mq>arate correspondence with 


881. India Office 


Sept. 18 


883 India Office 


(Confidential) 


any person in Aby**iuia, without consent of 
Commander-In-Chief. Must abstain from any 
Missionary enterprise* whatsoever. Travelling 
expenses will bo paid by British Government. 

Wul hsvea free passage in any of Her Majesty’s 
ships between Suez and Massowah. Will bo 
allowed for rations whilst with the force. 600/. 
allowed to oover any other excuses. May draw 
for one half at once on assenting to atxive con¬ 
ditions. The other half to he paid at condmiiou 
of Expedition. To proceed to Alassowah os soou 
as poMsible. His services will be noocssarv in 
drawing up proclamation*. Not expected to 
remain in Abyssinia after liberation of captives. 739 

Mules for Ahy*sinian expedition. Course to be fol¬ 
lowed for providing fund* for officer* sent to purchase 
mules. Commissariat officer appointed with etch 

S rsoo sent on this service who is empowered to 
iw Treasury hill* for M-ccseary funds. Requests 
tbst in case of absence of military officer Consuls 
may be directed to countersign bill* so drawn, and 
to attest verbally on application validity of UU* .. 739 

British Minister at Madrid has been instructed to 
request Sj«ni*h Government to allow mule transport* 
to he treated as military shipping .. .. 740 

To facilitate early airival at Maseowah of Dr. Krapf.. 7 40 


Sept. 18 


884. To War Office 


885. To Acting Consul-Gene¬ 

ral Read* 

886. To India Office 


Acting Consul-General in Egypt instructed to do all he 
can to facilitate early arrival of Dr. Krapf at Mae- 
sowah 

Purchase of mules for Abyssinian expedition. Requests 
that British Minister at Madrid bo instructed to ask 
Spanish Government to allow mule transports calling 


at Alicante and Valencia to bo treated as military 
shipping 

British Government do not intend to i «*Sw i res wMi 
sacooanion to throne of Abyssinia 

Fall concurrence in suggsHtious as to instractioa* to 
Sir K. Napier. Primary object iff expedition to effect 
release of Mr. Rasaam and Consul Csmesen» yet 
British Government would desire release of all the 
European captive*. Sir R. Napier to use his dis¬ 
cretion in drawing distinction be twe en three gfcnures 
of captive*. On lauding Sir R. Napier should try to 
open communication with King Theodore, and inform 
him of cau*es and object of the expedition. Should 
King kill prisoners be will ba held personally respon- 
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[Lord Stanley, 


Date. Receipt. 
1867. 1867. 

Sept. 19 


889. To Indie Office 
(Continued.) 


nication to Egyptian Government. Statement of 
establishment in Egypt connected with overland 
transport of troops with list of officers .. • • ’ 

Iucloanre 1. Director of Transports to India Office, 
Sei)t, 14, 1887. List of officers connected with 
overland transport of troops for communication 
to Government of Viceroy .. • • ’ 

Inclomire 2. Establishment in Egypt connected 
with overland transport of British troops 

Letter from Mr. Apostolides, recommending a Mission 
to Abyssinia, under auspices of Greek and Coptic 
Patriarchs .. • • • • 

Thanks for suggestion respecting use of American 
Tube Well for Abyssinian expedition .. 

To request Spanish Government to allow mule 
transports, calling at Alicante and Valencia, to be 
treated as military shipping and exempted from Port 
dues and fees .. 

Purchase of mules for Indian army. lias given pub¬ 
licity to subject. Mules scarce since Crimean war. 
Necessary to procure them from distant province*. 
No difficulty iu obtaining packhorscs at moderate 
prices, if wanted 

Copy of despatch to Governor of Gibraltar. One or 
two thousand mules could easily l*o procured in a 
fortnight Suggests that standard demanded in 
advertisement should lie lowered 

Indoeure. Consul Dunlop to Sir R. Airey. Cadiz, 
Sent. 14, 1867. Instructions he has received to 
aid officers in purchase of mules. Steps be has 
taken. Suggests that in case owners of mules 
are unwilling to risk sending thorn to Gibraltar 
on chance of being purchased, to apply to tho 
large mnlo breeding farms in Estremadura and 
North Andalusia 

Mr. Polidis* offer to proceed to Abyssinia to release 
captives. Not desirable to accept it .. 


892. To Mr. Ilicks 


893. To Sir J. Crampton .. 
(No. 82. Commercial.) 


Sept. 20 


894. Acting Con.-Gcn. Guar- 
rad no. (No. 22. Con¬ 
sular.) 


895. Consul Dunlop. 


(Confidential.) 


Sept. 20 


Sept. 20 


(Confidential.) 


Sept. 20 


Sept. 20 


899. To India Office. 


Sept. 20 


Sept. 10 


902. Mr. Barron 





Date. 

P, °* 1867. 

902. Mr. Barron (No. 38.) Sept- 10 

( Continued.) 


90 S. To Mr. Barron - Sep*- 20 
(No. 36.) 


904. To War Office.. .. SepL20 


oo 5 . To Acting Consul-Gene- Sept. 21 
ral Reade (No. 23. 

Consular.) 

906. To Consul Barrio .. Sept 21 

(No. 6.) 

907. War Office .. •• Sept. 21 


Receipt. 

1867. 
Sept 20 


SCBJICCT. 

IndMure I. Article 

Journal of Constantinople, of Sept. 8, 18o7, N.&. 
Report of release of British captives „ • • 

Inclosure 2. Extract from ‘‘Levant Henjd l of 

Sept. 2, 1867. Rumoured release of British 

captives 

General at Constantinople, for 

of release of British captives in Abyrnauda. To 

dismiss him from his employment .. •* * 

Purchase of mules for Abyssinian expedition. Copies 
of despatches from Consuls at Cadiz and Con. tan ^ 

tiuojde • • •• 

His application to accompany Abyssinian expedition 

cannot be agreed to 

Purchase of mules for Abyssiuion expedition. Copy of 
War Office letter, explaining Sir J. Pakiugton s wishes 
respecting providing funds .. 

SeDt 21 Requests tfiat permission be obtained from Bj^nish 
P S.vernment, for mule transput* to be treated as 

military shipping at the other Spanish l*>rts, Upsides 
Alicante and Valencia 


908. To Sir J. Crampton .. Sept 21 

(Telegraphic.) 

909 . Consul Grant .. .. Sept. 20 Sept. 20 

(Telegram.) 

910 . To War Office.. .. Sept 21 


911 . War Office .. .. Sept.21 Sept.23 


912. To Consul Grant .. Sept 23 


913. To Acting Consul-Gene- Sept 23 

ral Reade (No. *4.) 

914. To India Office .. Sept. 23 

915. Consnl Yoong.. .. ^P 1 * 24 

(No. 80.) 


' "sas trtrawtirs jws 

large amounts. May he give guarautceT .. 

Telegram from British Consnl at Brindisi. Purchase 
of Ses for Abyssinia. Difficulty 
Baynes in getting bUls on Treasury cashed. Should 
British Consulate give guarantee for money T .. 751 

Requests that British Consul at Brindisi bo instructed 
to‘ give necessary guarantee for mouey to purchase ^ 

mules • • • • 

Purchase of mules for Abyssinia. May ft™ 
guarantee to Commissary-General to enable hun _ ^ 

obtain money .. 

Not advisable to accept Mr. Polidis’a offer to proceed 
to Abyssinia .. • • * * * * 

Letter from Count de Brocalde recommending Colonel 
1 du Courret as Guido to the expedition to Abyssinia.. 752 

Despatch from Vice-Consul March. Sketches of 

to ' 

Santander, Sent. 17, 1867. Report ^‘d ^etches 
of Spanish Mountain Artillery well fitted for ^ 
Abyssinia .. 


aiB* Rev Dr Krapf .. Sept. 17 Sept. Is entirely at disposal of British Governm 

915*. Rev. Dr. Krapf P MOctioQed employment of aMoeiat*..with Dr 

916 . India Office .. -• ^V 1 ' 26 “JJJJ of M. Hausman and a young Abyssinian 

(Confidential) * r "P‘ .. .. • • ‘ 

Inclosure 1. Yndia Office to Dr. Krapf, Sept.!11, 
1867. Accedes to proposal to 
himself in duties connected with Ab - V ^'“ ia "^ 
pedition M. liausman and the young Abyssinian 
student. What salaries would be necessary ? 
Same restrictions apply to them na* luraself 
respecting proselytizing measnres. TWcs f 
suggestions in draftproclamation. Sir R. Napier 
should have full discretion as to ijtnre o mam- 


917. To Acting Consul-Gene- Sept. 24 

ral Reade (No. 36.) 

918 . India Office .. -• Sept.28 Sept24 


sin'ian and a M. Hausman associated with him.. 758 

Establishment in Egypt connected with overland 
transport of British troops .. • • 

Thanks for memorandum of conversation between 
British Consul at Rustchuk and M. Lejean .. 754 



















LIST OP PAPS88. 

1867 , 


[UrdSkud** 


Date. Receipt. 
1867. 1867. 

919. Om13«iU wwd .. tepft.ll Bept.24 
(Extinct) 

910. Mr. T. Ptowfau ., 3ept. 24 Sept 26 


921. India Officii .. Sept26 Sept.26 


922. Actg. Qaa-Gan. Raade Sept 18 Sept 27 
(No. 81.) 


928. Lord Bloomfield .. Sept 24 Sept 27 
(No. 68. Commercial.) 


924. ladiaOfftoa .. Sept 26 Sept 27 

(Confidential.) 


926. To India Office. 


926. To India Office 


Sept 27 


Sept. 27 


Scarcer. Page 

Moles for Abyssiniaa exjjedition of soperiar quality at 
from 300 to 400 franca each ., .. 754 

la brother of late Consul Plowden. Thinks a letter 
from him to King of Abyssinia might be useful in 
obtaining release of British captives .. .. 754 

No occasion for services of Major de Fournoux and 
Lieutenant Ludani in connection with Abyssinian 
expedition .. .. .. •• 755 

Cherif Pasha's reply to request for assistance and 
facilities of Egyptian Government to officers in charge 
of Abyssinian expedition .. .. •. 765 

Jndosure 1. Kaghib Pasha to Acting Conwnb 
General Reade, Sept. 9, 1867. Every facility 
will be granted by Egyptian Government .. 755 
In closure 2. Sept 10,1867. Acting Consul-General 
Reade to Kaghib Pasha. Thanks for ottered 
facilities and assistance to British expedition to 
Abyssinia .. .. •» .. 756 

M, T. Dollars for Abyssinian expedition. Has thanked 
Austrian Government for facilities they were dis¬ 
posed to give, and stated that British Government 
had no need of them at preseut .. .. 756 

Forwards copy of further letter from Dr. Krapf, with 
rv|dy to him respecting his conduct iu religious dis¬ 
cussions with natives of Abyssinia .. ,. 757 

Inclosure 1. Dr. Krapf to Mr. Melvttt. Komthall, 
8 ept, 20 , 1867. Refuses absolutely to refrain 


Sir Stafford Northcote permit him, under the 
conditions stated iu his letter, to accompany 
expedition .. .. .. .. 757 

Inekisure 2. Mr. Kaye to Dr. Krapf. Sept. 24, 

1867. Must not originate discussion with Abys- 
siuiaus on religious topics, but may answer any 
question put to him on religious subjects. 
Accept* services os dragoman on above conditions 758 

Further despatches from the Acting British Consul- 
General at Alexandria. Further correspondence with 
Egyptian Govenimcnt relative to facilities granted 
by them for passage of British Expedition through 
Eg 7 i*tian territory to Abyssinia .. .. 759 

Letter from British Consul at Bastia. Offer of an 
inhabitant of that town to supply British Government 
with mules. Wbat reply! .. .. ..759 


927. Lottl Bloomfield .. Sep124 Sept. 27 Letter from Abyssinia communicated to him by Count 

M Ml .lit * ft ^ A ------- .flfniiM and 


(No. 816, Confidential.) 


Andrassy resj»ectiug state of affairs aod fate of the 
Kngiish prisoners 

Inclosure 1. M. Rannieher to Count Andrassy. 
Buda, Sept. 16, 1867. Sends extract received 
from Abyssinia. Must not mention name or 
source uf’information .. 

Incl'wure 2. Letter from a resident in Abyssinia, 
Del>ra Tabor, May 1, 1867. Description of the 
country aud climate. Religious state of the 
country. Shipping on Red Sea increasing. 
Railways being constructed from Souakm 
to Kasella, ana from Souukin to Maasowah. 
Benefit* to commerce by this means. No hope 
of liberation of Mr. Ransom, Consul Cameron, 
and the other British prisoners. King Theodore 
has not accepted presents from England, and 
not answered official letter as King for release of 
captives. Ills acquaintances in Abyssinia. To 
leave the country without the King's leave a 
crime. Europeans in no trouble, only may not 
leave Abyssinia b»o postal communication in 
Abyssinia. Letter^ nuftt be forwarded by a 
special messenger. Writing about Abyssinia 
in Abyssinia punished by imprisonment in chains 
for life. Goods? reduced to ashes for being on 
good terms with rebels. Debra Tabor to bo 
made the capital. Mr. Rassam and Consul 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


of Stakflr Formy* A/oirtQ 


1857 . 


Mo. .. 

927. Iiord Bloomfield 
(Contm**L) 


Date. 
1867. 
Sept. 24 


Receipt. 

1867. 

| Sept. 27 


Snncr. 


928 . Mr. Easton .. •• Sept-27 Sept. 28 

929. Mr. Everwyn .. • • SopL 28 Sept. 28 


980. Sir J. Crompton •• Sept 24 

(No. 227.) 


Sept. 29 


931. Actg. Con.*Gen. Rogers Sept. 6 

(No. 27.) 

932. Actg. Con.-Gen. Rogers Sept. 17 

(No. 1.) 


Sept. 30 


Cum in Iwkli. *>. hop«o* «» 

Jan. 31, 1867, King Theodore chained and im 
prisoned two English Missionaries, ollo t r ?^ 
man and two Germans, for an •ttemptto leave 
the country. Hostilities between KingTheodore 
and the rebels. Battle at Adowa, March 10, 

1867. Defeat of the rebels by Theodore in 
Karada. Anticij>ated war between England 
and Abyssinia. Prospects of success. Kar 
that Theodore will send prwoncre ■ mto Gal a 
country. Abyssinia can put 250,000 men into 
the field against England. The whole army 
could, if necessary, be armed with guns, for¬ 
tress of Magdala full of muskets. Endurance 
of the Abyssinian*. Fear of a war pu*tmg live* 
of captives in danger. MuOlatlon still exists In 
Abyssinia. King very religious before his wife ■ ^ 
death .. •• •• 

How can ho obtain tho 416/. 18.. W. for Mr. Talbot, 
late cltief of the Abyssinian expedition ! .. rui 

Wishes to know if an officer of the Dutch army will Isi 

I allowed to accompany Abyssiuian expedition I .. to* 

No objection on part of tho Spanish Government to 
purchase of mules iu Spain for Abyssinian ** 

‘ Inclosure 1. Sir J. Crampton to Ivjuor Airojofc. 
Would Spanish Government facilitate purchase 
of mules m Spain for Abyssinian exned.t.o..! .. 763 
Inclosure 2. Sonor Arraxola to Sir J. ( rumpton. 

Sent. 24, 1867. Spanish Government will mine 
no obstacle to purchase of mules for Abyssinian 
expedition .. .. •• ** 

, Ha* canned pul,lie notice lobe etrm 

anmml Damascus, that a number of mules will be 
wanted by British Government .. ..too 


Sept. 80 A nival of Captain McNeill Mr "emminjj and 

Lieutenant Brace, and Mr. Mantle. win pay 
strictest attention to circular instructions respecting ^ 

Ptt toZ £^Colonel ta* to Adin^onaul 
Rogers. Alexandria, Sept. 12, 1807. T° make 
necessary payments for mule* purchased, and 
other ex|K-uses incurred by Captain McNeill. A 
credit of 2,000/. lias been given him • • 784 

Inclosure 2. Acting Cumm.ssary-Ge.jeral RobUgon 

ss «*•* "srth EiEL 


to Colonel Kcunaiy. —- 

Has procured letter of credit for 2,000/. in favour 
of Acting Consul-General Rogers on Ottoman 
Bank. Instructions to Mr. Rogers respecting 
drafts on this credit 


938. Consul Cumberbatch .. Sept. 18 Sept. 30 


934. To Lord Bloomfield .. Sept. 30 
(No. 141.) 


935. Mr. West 


‘ (No. 3.) 


Sept. 27 Sept. 30 


Number of mules to be obtained m Smyrna district, 
within two months, 2,000. Receipt of * ar Office 
despatch of 14th, rescinding order for purchase of 
mules, and requesting him to inform officers scut to ^ 
Smyrna • • * • 

To thank Count Andrassy for his valuable information 
I respecting Abyssinia 

Has addressed note to Sjranish Government 
its prohibition of engagement of muleteer* for Aby s- ^ 

*tkSST Vinu-CoMuI B^rie to' Mr. Writ. ' 
Sent 26, 1867. Telegram received from War 
St. TnSJ»rt h.f»i!«i from Uata to 
Valencia. Royal order prohibiting engagement 
of muleteers <• . • * . n " 

Inclosure 2. Vice-Consul Barrie to .Sir J. tramp- 
ion, Sept. 18, 1867. Refusal of Spams*, Go 
vernment to allow engagement of muleteers. 
Conversation with Civil Governor respecting .. 
Inclosure 3. Mr. West to Saner Amoola, Bept. 
26, 1667. Urges reconsideration of order ot 
Siianish Government prohibiting engagement of 
' i *_f,— 11 ...uaiitia reuuest s that they 
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Receipt. 

1867. 
Sept. 30 

Sept 30 


Wishes to obtain information as to rights in Abyssinia 766 

No objection shonld Lord Stanley see fit to two Italian 
officer* accompanying Abyssinian expedition .. 767 

Letter from a resident in Abyssinia respecting the 
country, its resources, position of the King, and the 
European captives .. .. .. 768 

Copy of despatch from Acting Vice-Consul at Valencia 
respecting engagement of muleteers .. .. 768 

Indoauro 1. Acting Vice-Consul Dart to Sir J. 
Crumpton, Seot. 26, 1867. Information received 
by British Commissioners at Valencia that a 
transport had sailed for Valencia. Royal Order 
to prevent engagement of muleteers. Requests 
to know by telegraph decision of Spanish Go¬ 
vernment. ’ Spanish Government not quite con¬ 
vinced as to object of British Government in 
engagement of muleteers .. .. 768 

Copy of Foreign Office letter of 27th instant, sent to War 
Office. All matters connected with purchase of males 
undertaken by that department •. .. 769 

Letter and indosures from Government of Bombay in 
answer to inquiries of Lord Stanley with reference 
to Abyssinian expedition .. .. .. 769 

Inclosnre 1. Government of Bombay to Sir C. 
Wood Poona, August 24, 1867. Amount of 
force necessary for expedition. Number o i 
Europeans should lie small. Time when troops 
will be ready for servioe. Means of transport. 
Place most suitable for landing. Impossible to 
avoid Egyptian territory. Commissariat arrange¬ 
ments should Is* ample. If reinforcement are 
necessary they could be supplied from Aden and 
India. Should avoid all appearance of alliaace 
with Egyptian Government. Hope necessary 
steps have boon taken to secure sanction of 
Egyptian Government to landing on their ter¬ 
ritory .. .. .. .. 769 

Inclotiure 2. Military letter from Government of 
India, August 17. 1867. Think that such a force 
as was indicated by Sir fi. Durand would suffice. 
Opinion of Colonel Merewether that cattle for 
transport are procurable in sufficient abundance 
in Egypt, Arabia, and Africa. Everything 
except fuel, water, and forage must be sent from 
India. Consider that expedition will succeed if 
well commanded, with a good political staff 
under the Commander. Distance army will have 
to traverse does not exceed three hundred miles. 
There should be no division of nilitary and 
political authority. The Rev. Percy Badger, if 
appointed, should be attached unofficially or as 
interpreter to military Commander. Copy of 
telegram respecting funds for cost of expedition 
inclosed .. .. .. ..771 

Inclosure 8 . Minute by Sir W. R. Mansfield, 
June 14, 1867. Thinks Sir H. Durand's report 
may be relied on. Agrees with Sir William 
Coghlan in thinking that the occupation of the 
country may be prolonged, as it could not with¬ 
out loss of prestige be left iu a state of anarchy. 
Most valuable part of Sir William Coghlan's 
memorandum, latter part styled “ Preliminary 
Arrangements.” Suggests appointment of a 
Political Resident on Abyssinian coast, to obtain 
information as to feeling of tribes. Place should 
bo left to British Government. Reasons why 
Aden cannot he depended upon as an inter¬ 
mediate base of operations. Important that 
there should be uo joint action with Turin. 
Agrees with Sir H. Durand rather than Sir 
\\ illiaiu Coghlan respecting objects and difficul¬ 
ties of expedition .. .. .. 771 

Inclosnre 4. Minute by General Sir H. M. 
Duraml, June 10. 'Early history of Abyssinia. 
Review of Major-General Coghlan’s scheme. 
Every appearance of alliance with Turks or 


Mr. Bridgtowar 
India Office 


Sept 80 


988. To India Office.. 

(Secret and Confidential.) 


Sept. 80 


941. Sir E. Lugard 


UST OF PAPER*. 


BrrtarwofSteUf* Foreign 4frtn.\ 


1867. 


941. War Office . 

(Continu'd-) 


Data. Receipt 
1867. 

.. Sept 30 Oct 1 


Scajxct. 


949. To M. de Bverwyn .. Oct 1 


948. To India Office • • Oct* * • * 


944. To 8ir E. Lugard .. Oct. 1 


949 . To India Office.. • • Oct 1 


946. To Sir A. Paget .. Oct 2 

(NO. 12.) 

947 . India Office .. •• Oct 3 Oct 

(Confidential.) 

948. To Mr. T. Plowdeo .. Oct 8 


949. Lieutenant Abbott .. Sept 6 Oct 
(Secret) 


M«H«1 murt b. in f*^* 

and stores. Topographical and Telegraph **• 
nec«£ry A prolonged occuparioo 
^Uble. Probable attitude of native population. ^ 

i£J5S 

draw*? from. Best route for advance of an army 
from the coaat Tbo real difficulty an honourable ^ 

mSET?"*. of *o 

Wood, Simla, August 15. (Triegram.) Inquine* 

will be answered by this mail. Every prajP*°J 
of surer*a if expedition be well commanded and 
provided with a good political staff under Com- 
manding-General • • • • 

Rroucst for an officer of Netherlands army to be per¬ 
mitted to accompany British expeditiou to 

referred to India Office 

Reouest of Netherlands Chsrgd d*Affaires for an officer 
^?Ch .™y to .oomwexp^Uou to Ab,«toto. 

What answer? .. •• " ” 

purchase of mules, and engagement of muleteers in 

Spain for expedition to Abyssiuta .. •* 

nff**r of late Consul Plowdeo** brother to write to King 
?Worefto« 3 Uvoor to induce him to release the 
SSTtfU Lord Stanley's proposed reply for 

Sir Stafford Nortbcote’s opinion .. *’ 

No occasion for services of Maior de Toumonx and 
uSSLl Luciaul, in British expeditionary force ^ 

to Abyssinia .. * * 

Sir Stafford Northcote approves of proposed letter to ^ 
Mr. Trevor Plowden • • 

T !T k ’ ' a L *£££ ^ to /^u^ odo Brili.“ £ 

Govern meat being in no way concerned w or cogiu ^ 

■ u ^eTiit lTtfJSE J? 

a» Taaaaa 

JS?* of King to Mr. Rassarn respecting 

defeat of rSKtofyOojam. Mess«y o^P«r w Kg* 

SS 2SS^=S55S3S3 
ss 

“SjSeSSrriS 

P"‘ ““ Jwd. Should 

SS 2 ?S 5 S; 

^S^rit^wUhth^hd.. M.BanW 
a^ojjStJKy to Mod <V kM«- 

*U available carriage 






LIST OF PAPERS. 

1807. 


Subject. 


[Lord Stanley, 


liYiii 


No. 

Date. 

Receipt. 


1867. 

1867. 

•49. Lieutenant Abbott .. 

Sept. 6 

Oct. 8 

(Continued.) 


950. Acting Consul-General 

Sept. 2 

Oct. 3 

Reade (No. 83.) 



951. To Sir E. Lugard 

Oot 8 

• a 

958. To Acting Consul Gone- 

Oct. 4 


ral Reade (No. 84. 
Consular.) 



953. Mr. Barron 


Oct. 4 

(No. 43.) 



954. Mr. Barron 

Sept. 23 

Oct 4 

(No. 44.) 


955. Captain Cecil Johnson 

Sept. SO 

Oct 4 

956. Consul Grant .. 

Sept. 24 

Oct. 4 

(No. 24.) 


957. To India Office 

Oct. 4 

• • 

958. To India Offioe.. 

Oct. 4 

• a 

959. Mr. Fane 

Oct. 3 


(No. 632.) 







Php 


Inclneure 1. Dr. Blanc to Colonel Merewetber. 
Magdala. Julj 18. Intention of the King** 
rival*. Rumours respecting them. Prooeedings 
of the Queen of the G alias. Probable alliance 
between her and Gobazi. Gobazi qnite as 
treacherous as the King. Very important that 
King should not coroe to Magdala at present. 
Suggests a plan to prevent King coming to Mag¬ 
dala by assistance of Gobazi. King could not 
bear of it. The Bishop wished to take chains off. 
Danger of this step for fear of betrayal to King. 
Rumours respecting proceedings of King. Queen 
of Galias has agreed to pay tribute to Gobazi; be 
is not to enter Galla country, unless called for its 
defence. Must have 50,0iK) men with his Galla 
allies, 3.000 of them armed with muskets .. 784 
Inclosure 2. Dr. Blanc to Colonel Merewether. 
Magdala, July 19. Message to be sent to 
Uni raze not to allow Theodore to enter Magdala 
before arrival of British troops. King will not 
come if Gobaze is at Magdala. Should nego¬ 
tiations fail to come single-handed.. .. 784 

Arrival of Col. Clarke Kennedy awl staff, on 12th 
instant. Every facility afforded by Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment for his staff, mules, baggage, and for transport 
of mules to Suez. No custom-house duties levied .. 786 

Cony of despatches from Acting Consul-General Readc. 
Facilities accorded by Egyptian Government fortran- 
sit through Egypt of nudes for expedition to Abys¬ 
sinia. Lord Stanley proposes instructing Mr. ltcade 
to thank Egyptian Government ,. .. 786 

Cordial thanks of Iler Majesty’s Government to 
Egyptian Government for facilities in transit of mules 
through Egypt for Abyssinian expedition .. 787 

Note to Fuad Pasha and his reply respecting instruc¬ 
tions to be sent to Ottoman authorities in Araltia to 
procure beasts of burden for British Army in Abys¬ 
sinia. Exorbitant prices asked in Levant for mules. 

Has prevented purchases being made .. .. 787 

luclonure 1. Mr. Barron to Food Pasha, Sept. 1 . 

To instruct Ottoman) authorities in Arabia 
to assist British officers to procure beasts of 
burdeu for Abyssinian expedition .. .. 787 

Indosure 2. Fuad Pasha to Mr. Barron, Sept. 14. 
Turkish Government has sent necessary orders 
to authorities in Arabia.. .. .. 788 

Copies of application to Fuad Pasha that measures will 
lie taken for prompt transmission o.' messages by 
Syria and Bagdad .. .. .. 788 

‘ Inclosure 1. Mr. Barren to Fuad Pasha, Sept. 1. 
Requests permission for telegram* to {pass along 
Syriau Coast Line vi& Bagdad .. .. 788 
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accompanied by 1,000 men, to go via Souakim. Present 
of Tower muskets should be sent to Mek Nimmur. 
Considers such a plan would secure release of 
prisoners .. .. ., ,.843 

Letter from Sir S. Baker suggesting supplementary 
expedition .. .. .. .. 844 

Letter of 27th referred to India Office .. .. 844 

Tender of good offices of Italian Government with 
Italian Missionaries in Abyssinia, with a view to 
release of captives .. .. .. 844 

Suggests that Morocco is a better market for mules 
than Spain, and could be bad cheaper .. .. 844 

lias given Sir S. Northcote the information shout the 
Abyssinian expedition. Any objection to offer his 
aervit es in Abyssinia f .. •. .. 845 

Offer of good offices with Italian Missionaries sent to 
India Office .. .. .. 845 

Copy of correspondence | on ^byssinia. No copy of 
map he requires.. .- .. .. 846 

M. Bald ini’s offer to supply mules sent to War Office 846 

Thanks for Baron von Cuelebroeck’s letter .. 846 





Sends copies of his pamphlet published in 1861 . Letter 
to the Foreign Office, and to the Board of Trade, 
respecting the commerce and politics of Abyssinia, 
and other parts of Eastern Africa .. .. 

Vice-Consul Walker’s offer of services to proceed to 
Abyssinia. Letter from Mr. Dupuis relative to mules 
from Morocco .. 

Is in bsd health, tfopee his arrears of pay of throe 
years’ contract will be given to him 

Letter from M. l<ejean with details about Abyssinia. 
Consul at Salome* would give information about 
the Interpreter Demetrius .. 

Indosure. M. Lejean to Consul Daly ell. PhiJlipohs, 
Deo. 8. Climate of Abyssinia teinperate. Mules 
and Oxen can be purchased in Tigre, Recom¬ 
mend* the services of Diuiitriades ss Interpreter 
In Abyssinia 

Thanks for his pamphlet .. .. .. 

Inform M. Baldini that sufficient supply of mules has 
been procured .. ., ,, ,, 

Sir 8. Baker informed that it is not oxpedieut to send 
supplementary expedition to Abyssinia.. 

Indosure. Mr. Men vale to Sir S. Baker, Oct 31, 
1867 

Vice-Consul Walker’s service* declined .. 

Indosure. India Office to Vice-Consul Walker, 
Nov. 2, 1867 

Papers respecting Abyssinian expedition 

Indosure I. Dr. Krapf to India Office. Korntbal, 
.Sept. 11. 1867. Is willing to give his services 
as dragoman, or any other caiiucity. Wishes to 
know what hiii duties would lie, and his pay. 
States what bo considers objects of expedition {o 
lie. Request half his allowance to be sent to 
him. Considers the oxjicditiou will be short. 
Difficulties to be encountered .. .. 

Indosure 2. India Office to I)r. Krapf, Sept 17, 
1867 Will lie attache*! to exncilition as drago¬ 
man of Ambario language. Expenses will be 
{■aid. Allowance of G 00 /. May dmw for half the 
amount. To go to Massowah a* soon a* possible. 
May return on liberation of captives. Thanks for 
information.. .. .. .. 

Indosure 3. Dr. Krapf to India Office. Korntbal, 
Sept 17, 1867. Submits draft of manifesto to 
precede entrance of troo|»s in Abyssinia. Will 
have it |iriiitcd in Arnhanc if ap|iroved. Wishes 
to have services of a young Abyssinian. Pro¬ 
poses Mr. llaussmanii as second dragoman 
Indosure 4. Promised manifesto ,. .. 

Inch mure 5. Dr. Krapf to Sir J. Fergusson. Korn- 
thsl, Sept. 24, 1867. Thunks for opjiointment of 
Mr. Ilaiissinaiin as dragoman to expedition. 
Refusal of the Abyssinian, Aragan, to be steadied 
to him. Requests be may select two Abys- 
Biniann at Jerusalem .. .. I 

Indosure 6 . Mr. Ilauaemann to Dr. Krapf. Stutt- 
gardt Sept 23, 1867. Accepts offer to go to 
Abyssinia as dragoman. Suggests exploration 
of uitedor of Africa, on lilierati*»n of captives .. I 
Indosure 7. Dr. Krapf to Sir J. Fergusson. 
Korntbal, Sept. 27, 1867. Perfectly satisfied 
wilh terms of his engagement .. .. I 

Indosure 8 . India Office to Mr Dufton, Oct, 4, 
1867. Appointment to the Intelligence Depart¬ 
ment of the Abyssinian expedition. Salary, 6001. 
a-rear -- .. -• -- > 

Indosure 9. Dr. Krapf to Sir J. Fergusson- 
Korntbal, Oct. 4. 1867. Wishes to know what is 
Mr. Ilaussmann’s salary .. ..I 

Indosure 10. India Office to Dr. Krapf. Oct. 4, 
1867. Salary of Mr. Ilaussmann, 600/. May 
engage two Abyssiniana at Si. per month .. I 
Indosure 11. Mr. Dufton to India Office Strunt- 


1065. Mr. Brampton 


1067. To Dr. Beke .. 

1068. To Consul Lever 


(Confidential.) 


(Confidential.) 


(Confidential.) 
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LIST OF PAFLRB. 


1837 . 


[IsOrd Stanley, 


No. 

1071. India Office .. 
{Continual.) 


1072. War Office 


1073. India Office .. 


1074. Consul Hay . 


Keade 


1076. To India Offioo 

1077. Consul Young 

(No. 

1078. To Mr. Brampto-i 

1079. India Office .. 


1081. India Offico .. 


1082. India Office.. 


1083. To Marquis d’Axegiio 


1084. To India Office 


Date. 
1867. 
Nor. 2 

Receipt. 
1867. 
Nov. 2 

j 

Nor. 2 

Nov. 4 

Nov. 4 

Nov. 4 

Oct. 23 

Nov. 4 

Oct. 23 

Nov. 4 

Nov. 5 

• • 

Nov. 2 

Nov. 5 

Nov. 5 

• » 

Nov. 6 

Nov. 6 

Oct. 18 

Nor. 6 

Nov. 6 

Nov. 7 

Nov. 7 

Nor. 7 

Nov. 7 

•• 

Nov. 8 

s • 


SrajacT. 


Page 


ham, October 5 , 1807. Will do hie dotj con- 
ecientiimely. Requests 1501. in advance 
Inch wore 12. India Offioo to Mr. Dufton, October 7, 
1807. Article* with which he roust provide 
himself. Will receive 150/. on application 
Indenture 18. India Office to General Napier. 

October 9, 1867. Introducing Mr. Dolton 
Inclosure 14. India Office to General Napier. 

October (l, 1867. Introducing Mr. Ilaiusmaii.. 
Inclosure 15. India Office to General Napier. 

October 9, 1867. Introducing Dr. Krapf 
Indosure 16. India Office to Messrs. Poaoel and 
Megrinoff. October 11, 1867. Should apply to 
Sir It. Napier 

Inclosure 17. India Office to Mr. Soulier, Oct. 11, 
1867. Appointing interview 
Indenture 18. M. Sauerwein to India Office. Ha¬ 
nover. Oct. 12. 1867. Offers his serving. 

£ lifications and references 

ure 19. India Office to Mr. Sauerwein, 
Oct. 16, 1867. Will not require lus services .. 

Route Map of Abyssinia prepared by Topographical 
' Department .. .. .. 

Would be glad, with reference to offer of good offices 
of Italian Missionaries, of any step taken independ¬ 
ently by a friendly power, to prevent bloodshed, but 
cannot accept intervention .. .. ,, 

Mules rare in Tripoli, and of inferior quality 

Letter of Viceroy of Egypt to King Theodore, advising 
him to liberate the captives to avoid war. Friendship 
of Egypt to o o —o it advice in refused. Egyptian army 
aent to frontiers of Abyssinia 

lnclostire. Viceroy of Egypt to King Theodore .. 

Copy of Vioeroy of Egypt’s letter to King Theodore".. 

Has thanked Vice-Consul March for communication 
relative to S{>anisb Mountain Artillery .. 

Has no claim on Her Majesty’s Government 

Will send to Bombay Government correspondence rela¬ 
tive to facilities of Egyptiau Government for Abys¬ 
sinian expedition .. .. ,, 

Purchase of mules at Aleppo .. .. ,, 

Despatch to Bombay Government relative to Abya- 
siuian ex|iedition 

Iuclusune. India Office to Governor of Bombay, 
Oct. 31, 1867. Approval of measures taken 
relative to Abyssinian expedition. Mountain bat¬ 
teries, supplies, Ac. Medical arrangement*. 
Royal Engineers to bo under command of Major 
Pritchard. Norton’s tul*c wells. To report on 
Lieutenant M‘Mahon's pack saddles. Facilities 
for passage of British troops through Egyptian 
territory. Services of foreign officers declined. 
200 copies of Mr. Flail’s vocabulary of Falasha 
language. Must use discretion as to construction 
of railway. Mr. Iladdon's imutoon. Services of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mil ward placed at disposal of 
Sir R. Napier 


859 


859 

859 

860 


860 


860 

860 


861 

861 


861 


862 


862 

863 

864 

864 

864 


865 

865 


865 


865 


Letter from Viceroy of Egypt to King of Abyssinia, 
urging release of British captive*. (No. 1075.) 
Thank* for communications.. .. .. 869 

Thanks for offer of Italian Government to one it* 
influence with Italiau Missionaries in Abyssinia, to 
procure release of British captives. Cannot now 
accept intervention of a third party .. .. 869 

Despatch from British Consul at Rostchok, inclosing 
letter from M. Lejean on Ajbyaaiiia .. .. 869 


LIST OF PAPKES. 

1867. 


Ixxvii 


Secretary of State fee Foreign A fair/.] 


No. 

1085. Colonel Lindsay, M.P. 


1086. M. Colocherino 

Oct. 26 

.. 

1087. To India Office 

Nor. 11 

.. 

1068. Memorial of J. C. 
Morris 

Nor. 11 

• • 

1089. To Mr. Petennann .. 

Nor. 18 

.. 

1090. To India Office 

Nor. 13 

.. 

1091. To Colonel Lindsay .. 

Nor. 15 

.. 

1092. To Mr. Morris 

Nor. 15 

• • 

1093. Mr. Brampton 

1094. Actg.Con-Gen.Rngoni 

(No. 36. Consular.) 

Nor. 14 

Oct. 28 

Nov. 16 

Nov. 16 


1095. Iudia Office .. .. Nov, 15 


Date. 
1867. 
Nov. 8 


Receipt. 
1867. 
Nov. 8 


Nov. 16 


ScaJicT. Page 

Memorial from Mrs. Bowers, widow of Charles Bowers, 
iron and brass moulder, for some help from British 
Government. Her husband was engaged by Colonel 
Merewether to serve King of Abyssinia for three 
years at salary of A’3t)0 a-year ,, .. 

luclusure. Her memorial to Lord Stanley ,. 

Wishes letters of introduction to Sir R, Napier, and 
to be employed in British expedition to Abyaiunia .. 

Letter from Mr. Colocherino requesting employment in 
Abyssinian expedition 

Was Assistant Engineer in late Abyssinian expedition. 
Wishes a similar appointment iu expedition now iu 
preparation 

Indosure. Testimonials .. 

Letter of 7th inst., with proofs of two maps of Abys¬ 
sinia, forwarded to India Office 

Letter from Mr. Petcrmanu, with proofs of two maps 
of Abyssinia 

Memorial from Mrs. Bowers for pecuniary assistance 
from British Government on occouut of aervicea of 
late husband. Cannot grant it .. ,. 

Abyssinian expedition. All arrangements under orders 
of India Office .. ,. ., .. 878 

Wislie# fuither remuneration for services in Abyssinia 874 

Thanks of Derwish Pacha for present of Snider rifle 
and cartridges. Suggestions by him as to shoe# 
roost suitable for British soldiers iu Abyssinia. 
Tents should lie of lightest description. Thirty light 
fluid pieocs enough .. ., ., 874 

Abyssinian expedition. No need for Mr. Kalokairmoe’s 
services .. ,.875 


869 

870 

871 
871 


871 

872 

873 
873 


87.3 


1096. India Office .. 

(Confidential.) 


Nov. 16 


1097. Lord Lyons .. 

(No. 84.) 

Nov. 15 

Nov. 17 

1098. Count Bernstorif 

Nov. 12 

Nov. 18 

1099. Colonel Lindsay, M.P. 

Nov. 16 

Nov. 18 

1100. To India Office 

Nov. 18 

• s 

1101. To Mr. Brampton .. 

Nov. 18 

# , 

1102. Mr. Tickle .. 

Nov. 18 

Nov. 19 

1103. To Mr. Kalokairinoo.. 

Nov. 20 


1103* The Queen .. 

Nov. 19 

.. 

1104. To Actg. Consul-Gen. 
Rogers 

(No. 9. Consular.) 

r»_ it 

Nov. 20 

• • 

• 


Past II. 


Letter from Dr. Krnpf announcing his own and Mr, 
IlauBsuian’s arrival at Cairo, ana mentioning current 
rumours respecting Abyssinian events .. ., 875 

Indoeare. Dr. Krapf to India Office. Cairo, 
November 4, 1867. Arrival of Mr. Haussmau 
and himself at Cairo. Leave to-morrow for 
Zoola tad Suez, where British advanced force ia 
sneamped. Has engaged two Abysainians, who 
have stated that King of Shea has invited the 
English into his country. King Theodore’s 
communication with Msgdais intercepted by the 
Woll* Galla Princess. King making no preiMira- 
tion for resisting British, except by fortifying 
Debra Tabor. Dr. Krapf has drawn for £'JU, 
travelling expenses from Germany .. ., 875 

Offer of Kmperor of French to send a surgeon in a 
regiment at Bayonne, who had been two years in 
Abyssinia, to England, if wanted (M. Legarde ) ,.876 

For facilities for Herr Rohlfs to accompany British 
expedition to Abyssinia .. ,. 876 

Requests that Mrs. Bowers’ papers be returned. (Re¬ 
turned Nor. 19) .. .. ..877 

Despatch from Lord Lyon*. Offer of Emperor of 
French to allow a surgeon in a regiment at Bayonne, 
who had been two years in Abyssinia, to come to 
England if wanted. What answer f .. 877 

Cannot give him further compensation for sendee* in 
Abyssinia .. .. ..877 

Copy of letter which lie wrote last May to King of 
Abyssinia, to procure release of British captive# .. 877 
Inclosure. Mr. Tickle to King Theodore, May 2, 

1867 .. .. .. ..878 

Abyssinian Expedition. No occasion for hi* services . 878 

Speech opening Parliament .. . .. 879 

Abyssinian Expedition. To thank Dervish Pasha f,»r 
hut valuable suggestions, and for kindness in provid¬ 
ing accommodation for bones and mules purchased 
by British Government .. .. .. 879 


X 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 


No. 

1105. War Office .. 


11 Of*. India Office .. 


1107. India Office 

1108. To India Office 

1100. Mr. Morris .. 

1110 . To Lord Lyoas 

(No. 57.) 


1867. 


[Lord Stanley, 


Date. 
1887. 
Nor. 19 


Nov. 19 


Receipt. 
1807. 
Nov. 20 


Subject. 


Page 


Nov. 20 


Nov. 21 

Nov. 22 

Nov. 21 
Nov. 25 


Nov. 22 


Nov. 25 


Thank* for great assistance to British Commissioners, 
Captain Wortham and Mr. Irvine by British Vice- 
Consul at Valencia .. ..879 

luclnsure 1. (Extract). Acting Assistant Com¬ 
missary-General Irvine to War Office. Valencia, 

Nov. 11, 1867. Assistance rendered to him hy 
Vice-Consul at Valencia, and his partner, Mr. 

Dart .. .. .. .. 879 

Inclosure 2. Captain Wortham to War Office. 
Valencia, November 11, 1867. Great assistance 
afforded to him in purchase of mules for Abys¬ 
sinia by British Vice-Consulate at Valencia .. 879 

Further despatch to Government of Bombay. Measures 
adopted in connection with Abyssinian expedition .. 880 
luclosure. India Offioe to Governor of Bombay, 
November 15, 1867. Supply of ooal at Aden. 

Loss of the “ Bosphorus.” Arrangements 
in hospital shin* for keeping ice (“Mauritius" 
and “ Golden Fleece.") Directions for supply of 
Keith’s freezing machines. Code of signals for 
expeditionary force. Copy of correspondence 
with Captain Beaumont on advantage of balloons 
for reconnoitring. Major Russell’s patent hos¬ 
pital stretcher. Report from Professor of Military 
Surgery at Netley respecting provision of am¬ 
bulance. Has requested opinion of War Office 
as to kiud best adapted for country. Inquiry 
respecting Otago saddle answered by telegram. 
Mode of packing mountain equipment by Colonel 
Wray. Photographs of equipments. Supple¬ 
mentary report by Lieutenant Le Mesurier on 
tube wells. Offer made by Messrs. Cholles and 
Co., the patentees and manufacturers of com¬ 
pressed vegetables Instructions and regulations 
as to permission to scientific men joining expedi¬ 
tion. lias sanctioned purchase of three seta of 
Mr. Prosser’s lime light apparatus reported on 
by Lieutenant St. John. Pack saddles and tele¬ 
graph stores sent to Suez. Letters from War 
Office respecting issues of clothing to troops 
going to Abyssinia forwarded. Report by Medical 
Board ou state of Surgeon J. Bain's health. 
Surgeon Niven allowed to take his passage by 
Peninsular aud Oriental Company’s steamer from 
Marseilles on the 20th instant for Suez to be 
under Sir R. Napier’s orders. His letters respect¬ 
ing retention of staff appointment forwarded. 

To take measures to prevent officers ordered to 
Abyssinia from England being in a worse position 
than they would have held had they returned to 
India and then been ordered on foreigu service. 
Instructions given for supplv of deodorizing 
powders, fuzes, and boxes for treatment of 
fractures. Inauiry as to telegraph staff and 
•tores required from India answered. Orders 
issued for supply of 1,400,000 rounds erf Enfield 
rifie ammunition. Invention by Surgeon Dewar 
for preserving meat Has ordered a cask of this 
food for European troops. Wishes opinion as to 
this experiment Letter from Major Claridgo as 
to support to be derived by troop from use of 
ooffec. Sanction given for provision of twenty- 
four of Grant's poutoon kettles. Lieutenant 
Hozier permitted to join staff of Sir R. Napier.. 880 

Offer of Emperor of French to send a surgeon who had 
been in Abyssinia to England. Not necessary to 
oome to England. To put communication it writing 882 

Note from Prussian Ambassador. What answer to his 
request for facilities to Herr Gerhard Rohifs, who is 
desirous to accompany Abyss^ucn expedition T 

Wishes an appointment in connection with Abyssinian 
expedition—at least some pec-uniary aid.. 

French surgeon need not come to England. Will be 
glad to receive a written communication about Abys¬ 
sinia from him (M. Legardc.) .. ... 884 


888 


888 



LIST OF PAPERS. 


lxxix 


Secretary State for Foreign Again.'] 


1867 . 


No. 

1111. To Consal Barrie .. 

Date. 
1867. 
Nov. 23 

Receipt 

1867. 

• a 

1112. Count Bernstorff 

Nov. 28 

Nov. 23 

1118. India Office .. 

Nov. 22 

Nov. 23 

1114. India Office .. 

(Confidential.) 

Nov. 23 

Nov. 23 

1115. M. d’Ererwijn 

Nov. 23 

Nov. 25 

1116. Dr. Beks 

Nov. 22 

Nov. 25 


1117. Dr. Beke 

Nov. 23 

Nov. 23 

1118. To M. d’Everwijn .. 

Nov. 25 

• a 

1119. To India Office 

Nov. 25 

• • 

1120. Coont Maffei.. 

Nov. 26 

Nov. 26 

1121. Marquis d’Azeglio .. 

Nov. 26 

Nov. 26 

1122. To Marquis d'Azeglio 

Nov. 27 

•• 

1123. Col. Stanton .. 

Nov. 26 

Nov. 27 

1124. To India Offioe 

Nov. 27 

• • 

1125. To India Office 

Nov. 27 

•• 

1126 . To Count Bernstorff.. 

Nov. 27 

• • 


SrBJxcr. 


Psgi 


Conveys thanks of War Office for assistance to Com¬ 
missioners purchasing mules at Valencia for Abys¬ 
sinian expedition .. .. .,884 

Abyssinian expedition. Wish of Count SodcendoriT to 
take part in. Requests introduction fay him to British 
civil and military authorities. Mav he join English 
officers going to Alexandria from Marseilles t .. 885 

Dr. Petermann informed that 162 copies of h(a Maps of 
Abyssinia are wanted. Mr. Munziger’s Report, re¬ 
ferred to by him, not received .. .. 885 

Not advisable to accept M. Lejean'e proposal. To 
thank him ., ,, ,. ,, 885 

Thauks for permission for Lieutenant Buijs to aocom- 
pany British expedition to Abyssinia .. .. 886 

Calls attention to letter from him in “ Times" of 
Sopt. 23, 1867, headed, “ Consul Cameron and the 
Emperor Theodore.” Captivity of Consul Cameron. 
Justifies conduct of that officer. Consul Cameron 
blamed by Lord Russell for doing that for which 
Consul Plowden was commended by Lord Palmerston 
for doing. Real cause of King Theodore's wrath 
against Cameron was Consul's visit to Egyptian pro¬ 
vinces of Taka ami Kalabat, which he did by instruc¬ 
tions from the Foreign Offioe. Neglect of British Go¬ 
vernment to reply to King’s letter. The abandonment 
of Christian Abvsainians at Jerusalem aggravated hia 
displeasure. All this condoucd by Mr. Raasam's 
letter from the Queen. Subsequent misfortunes of 
captives to be attributed to Lord Russell's published 
despatch of Oct. 5, 1865 .. .. 886 

Calls attention to letter from Sir Samuel Baker to Lord 
Stanley respecting proposal irf a supplementary expe¬ 
dition, to secure co-operatioo of a Chief, Mek Nimmur. 
Extracts from 4 * Atlienasuin” and “ Pall Mall Ga¬ 
zette." Mek Nimmur killed by Tussoo Gobaze. 
Excuse of latter for killing him. Ambitious policy of 
Egyptian Government iu Abyssinia. Troops with¬ 
drawn from Crete on plea of expense sent to frontier 
of Abyssinia. Co-operation with Egypt will do 
British no good with Abysainians .. .. 888 

Abyssinian expedition. Appointment of Lieutenant 
Buijs to accom(>any expedition. Note referred to 
India Offioe .. .. .. 889 

For facilities for Lieutenant Buijs to accompany Abys¬ 
sinian expedition ,. ., .. 889 

Major Bacon, one of the Italian officers attached to 
Abyssinian expedition, arrived in London, hor letters 
of introduction to Sir R. Napier ,, „ 890 

Abyssinian expedition. For facilities for Major Bacon 
and Captain Osio appointed to acoompany expedition 890 

Abyssinian expedition. Facilities for Major Bacon and 
Captain Osio to acoompany expedition. Major Bacon 
to call on Sir S. Northooto .. .. .. 890 

Telegram from Colonel Merewother. Information re- 
B|*ecting Chief of Tekonda. \Yater plentiful. Forage 
scarce. Ascent to Tekonda difficult for mules aud 
carnets. Scnafe route preferable. Report that Go- 
bazye has taken Magnala. 120 villages have sent 
applications to Colonel Mercwether for friendly treat¬ 
ment with tender of services .. .. 891 

Notes from Italian Minister and Cbargrf d’Affairca. 

For facilities for Major Bacon and lieutenant Osio to 
joiu British expedition to Abyssinia .. .. 891 

Note from Prussian Ambassador. For facilities for 
Couut Seckendorff to join British expedition to Abys¬ 
sinia .. .. .. 891 

Has referred note, respecting Count Seckendorff ■ wish 
to join Abyssinian expedition, to India Office .. 892 























1127 . Actg.Con.-Gen.Rogen»'Nov. 8 Nov. 27 | 
(No. 88 . Consular.) 

11*8. Vice-Consul Grabschied Nov. 18 Nov. 28 


Date. Receipt. Scbj*ct. 

Nov . 7 8 Nov. 27 Terms on which maleteera are en, 
siniao expedition. Condition on w 
allowed . • * • 


d for Abya- 
eulistment is 


11*9. Colonel Stanton J 

(No. 54.) 

1180 . Colonel Stanton • • 

(No. 85. Consular.) 

1181. To Count Bcrnstorff.. 


Nov. 16 Nov. 27 


Nov. 28 


1152 . To Mr. Everwijn ..Nov. 28 

1133. To Marquis d'Axeglio Nov. 28 

1134. India Office .. •• Nov. 28 Nov. 28 

1185. India Office .. .. Nov. 28 Nov. 28 

1130 . Marquis d’Axeglio .. Nov. 28 Nov. 29 


1187. India Office .. 


Nov. 28 


1138 . Miss Bridgetower .. Nov. 27 Nov.L. 
1189 . India Office .. •• Nov. 28 Nov. 29 

1140 . Mr. John Peroeval .. Nov. 28 Nov.29| 


1141. Mr. Lewer .. 


114 *. To Consul Dal, 


alyell *.. 
(No. 19.) 


1143. To India Office .. Nov. 80 

1144. India Office .. •• Nov. 29 


13 Nov 28 Has done all he can to facilitate shipment of horses and 
.13 Nov. so |orAby-H1Dia . Custom-House duty repaid to 

him by order from Constantinople .. •• WI 

Nnv 16 Nov 27 Has conveyed thanks of British Government toViocroy 
Nov. 16 Nov. * for faci i itjeB t0 officers in Egypt, connected with Abya- 

sinian expedition • • • • ** 

r 16 Nov. 27 Resumed his duties as agent and Consul-General m 
Mb *ov.« Egypt on 12t h instant .. •• Sq P**- 

9R Abyssinian expedition. Letters of introduction for 

28 ” Count Seckeudorff to Sir Robert Napier and Uptam 

Willoughby .. .. - ** 083 

0 a Abyssinian expedition. Letters of introduction for 

T ' 28 - Lieutenant M» to Sir R. Napier and Captain 

Willoughby .. •• •• ** 

oo Abyssinian expedition. Letters of introduction for 

28 ’* hfajor Bacon and Lieutenant Oslo to Sir Robert 

Napier and Captain Willoughby .. •• w 

„ 9 R Nov 28 Inclosed letters of introduction for Major Bacon and 
*.28 Nov. ln Lieutenant Osio to 8ir Rol*ert Napier and Captain 

Willoughby 

* 28 Nov. 28 Utters of introduction of Lieutenant Buijs, of Nether- 
J lands army, to Sir R. Napier and Captain Wil 

loughby .. •• •• 

_ 9ft Kov 29 Thanks for facilities to Major Bacon and Lieutenant 
0V * Osio to accompany British expedition to Abyssinia .. 895 

nv 28 Nov. 29 Abyssinian expedition. Suggestions of pe™*h Pash* 
ov * 2 will be communicated to Government at Bombay and 

Sir R. Napier .. .. •• •• 

; 0T S7 Not. 29 Wi.bo. tb. Mr. Bridg.to.er, who du. 

ov * I to be heir to Abyssiuia Throne .. " w 

r oq I Vnv 29 Abvssinian expedition. Utters of introduction for 
tor. 98 Not. 29 "gJJ'-.SKS 8ir R. Napier and C.pU .0 

Willoughby .. •• •• 

9 ft Nov 29 Thinks British Government rather rash in undertakinj 
«ov. 28 Nov. n b ^ expodilion . Thinks war might be avoided 

by ^another Mission to King Theodore. Causes of 
King's conduct to captives. Thinks there ought to 
be more British soldiers in expedition • • V 880 

Inclosure. Mr. Percevsj to Urd Stanley, Nov. 17, 

1867. Comments on folly and dangers of Anya- 
siuian expedition in presence of state of Eurojiean 
politics and Fenianism at home. Causes of 
King's conduct Wishes expedition to be at 
least delayed. Suggestions for ®ettlement of 
Abvssinian question without war. Political 
objects of France and Turkey. Will go to Abya- 
■jni* if wanted •• • • * * 

quests some compensation .. w 

M ^ Thanks to M. Ujean for his communication respect- 

Nov.SO .. Abyssinia. No occasion for services of inter¬ 
preter, 'recommended by M. Ujeau .. •• ^ 

«-» *gat5S»rissisassfl—r 

«-»«-« 

to accompany expedition .. 


Nov. 30 


1145. Count Bernstorff .. Nov. 23 Nov. 30 

1146. Marquis d'Axegho .. Nov. 80 Dec- * 

1147. To Sir J. Crompton .. Doc. 2 


Requests permission for Lieutenant Stumm to join 
Abyssinian expedition • • 

Abyssinian expedition. Thank, for letters of introduc¬ 
tion and facilities for Major Bacon 
Irregularities in contract witli Mei^s. Wot^^to 

^ujply mules. To assist Captain Griffiths to obtain 
legal proof of .. • • " 


Uxxi 




Secretary of Slate Jor Foreign Afairt .] 


LIST OF PAPERS. 

1867. 


No. 

1147. To Mr. Perceval 

Date. 
1867. 
Dec. 3 

Receipt 

1867. 

.. i 

1148. India Office .. 

Dec. 2 

Dec. 2 i 

1149. To Count Bernatorff.. 

Dec. 3 


1150. Address of Ilonseof 
Commons 

Dec. 2 

.. J 

1151. Address of House of 
Commons 

Dec. i2 

.. 

1152. Prince de la Tour 
d’Anvergne 

Dec. 2 

Dec. 3 

1153. To War Office 

Dec. 3 

• e 

1154. To Count Bemstorff,. 

Dec, 3 

•• 

1155. To Prince de la Tour 
d' Auvergne 

Dec. 3 

• • 

1156. Dr. Beke .. .. 

Dec. 3 

Dec. 5 

1157. Address of House of 
Commons 

IkH*. 5 

• ■ 

1158. Address of House of 
Commons 

Dec. 5 

•• 

1159. Col. Stanton .. 

(No. 36. Consular) 

Nov. 21 

Dec. 6 

1160. Dr. Beke. 

Dec. 6 

Dec. 6 

1161 . To Mr. Lewer 

Dec. 7 


1162 . To Mr. Pavy.. 

Dec. 7 

• • 

1163. To India Office 

Dec. 7 

• • 

1164. India Office .. 

Dec. 

Dec. 7 


Scatter. 


Page 


liuian expedition, affairs of. Receipt of litters of 
17th and 28th instant 

-sinian expedition. Utter of n.troduction for 
Lieut. Stumm to Sir R. Napier and Principal Transport 
Officer in Egypt.. • • 

legret that Mr. Gerhard Rohlfs cannot be allow* 
accompany Abyssinian expedition 

Iddrees for all correspondence of Foreign Office and 
Abyssinian Consulate between 1865 and 186U (Uid 
with other papers, Feb. 20, 1868.) 

kddress for copy of dispatch from Lieut.-Colonu! 
Mere wether to Lord Clarendon of May 12, 1866, 
containing Mr. Rotwiuu's Utters of March and April, 
1866. respecting Abyssinia (I.aid with other papers, 
Feb. 20,1868.) .. 

Bequests permission for a French officer to be attached 
to Abyssinian expedition .. .. ’ • • 


902 


902 


902 


908 


903 


903 


904 


904 


905 


mules. Sir J. Crampton instructed .. .. 

ibyssinian expedition. Letter of introduction for 
l.'ieut. Stumm to Sir R. Napier. Transport officer in 
Egypt instructed to facilitate his journey 

Ibyssinian expedition. Facilities will be given as far 
as possible to one or two French officers .. 904 

Requests that his letter to Foreign Office of 14th 
October last be laid before Parliament .. 

Address for letter of King Theodore to Queen, received 
in 1858. Her reply und the Queen's letter sent by 
Mr. Rassam to King (Laid with other lepers, Feb. 20, 
1868.) .. .. .. .. 906 

Address for correspondence between Jerusalem Con¬ 
sulate and Foreign Office, and Jerusalem Consulate 
and Constantinople Embassy, from 1850 to 186#, 
respecting Abyssinian, at Jerusalem (Laid, Feb. 20, 
1868.) .. .. .. -. 905 

Routes in Abyssinia. Requests copy of work pub¬ 
lished by War Office .. .. • • 

Sends proofs in denial of Mr. Lavard’s statement in 
House of Commons that he never hod any quarrel 
with Mr. Stern .. 

luclosure. Mr. Purday to Dr. Beke, Jan. 7, 1866. 
Quarrel between Mr. Layard and Mr. Stern 
caused by remonstrances of the latter at Mr. 
Layard’. immoral conduct at Mossul 

Abyssinian Expedition. Cannot grant him compensa¬ 
tion for abandonment of intention of sending him and 
other artisans to Abyssinia ., .. .. 907 

Hi. letter requesting to be allowed to accompany A by 
sinian Expedition forwarded to India Office 

Letter from Mr. Fanton Pavy requesting permission 
to joiu Abyssinian Expedition 

Further despatch to Government of Bombay respecting 
Abvssinian Extiedition 

Enclosure. India Office to Governor of Bombay, 
Nov. 30, 1867. Spare lock furniture for breech- 
loading arms, and special tools sent with Snider 
arms. Ha. already communicated instructions 
as to position of Captain Tryon. Letter respect¬ 
ing numbering of the transport, forwarded to 
Admiralty. Letter respecting Medical Stuff for 
Abysninian force communicated to War Office. 
Selection of Ileputy Inspector-General Currie as 
Principal Medical Officer, in accordance with 
wishes of Duke of Cambridge. Requisition for 
a Rocket Brigade, with tabes and ammunition, 
and for further supply of MacGwire's hammocks 


905 


900 


906 


907 


908 


908 


Paht Ii 
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LIST or PAPEB& 


No. 

t 

11G4. India Office .. 
{Continued.) 


1165. Address of Uouae of 
Common* 


1166. To Colonel Stanton .. 

(No. 38. Consular.) 

1167. To Miss Bridge tower 

1168. Mr. Morris .. 


1169. India Office .. 

(Confidential.) 


1170. Colonel Stanton 

(Telegraphic.) 


1867. 


[Lord Stanley, 


Date. Receipt. 
1867. 1867. 

Dec. 6 Dec. 7 


Subject. 




Dec. 6 


Dec. 10 

Dec. 10 
Doc. 10 

Dec. 11 


Dec. 11 
Dec. 19 


Dec. 19 , Dec. 19 


already noticed in letter of Oct. 81. Colonel 
Clark Kennedy instructed to select five additional 
veterinary surgeon*. Letter from Foreign Office 
with report of conversation between British 
Consul at Damascus and new Governor-Central 
of Kurdistan already sent Spocial warrant to 
convene court-martials in Abyssinia already sent 
to Sir R. Napier. Report* by Director-General 
of Army Medical Department, aud Professor 
Longmore respecting ambulance transmitted. 
Correspondence with War Office respecting a 
field cooking box. 80,000 lbs. of a mi pressed 
vegetables ordered to be prepared, also 500 lbs. 
of Liebig’s extract of meat for hospital ships or 
for forced marches. A small portable microscope 
for examination of water or meat forwarded. 
Correspondence with Telegraph Construction 
and Maintenance Company, on terms for laying 
down cable from Sue* to Massowah. Not desir¬ 
able to maintain dcp6t* in Egypt and Levant for 
mules, after mules have been made over to Bom¬ 
bay Government. All emunissariat and trans¬ 
port arrangements to be undertaken by officers 
under command of Sir R. Napier or Bombay 
Government. Saddles, bell ana hospital tents, 
Phayre, rifles, ammunition, Ac., wanted by Colonel 
already sent to Bombay. Inquiry whether a 
skilled artificer was necessary to set up the 
Normandy’s condensers. Letter from Treasury 
with miuute relative to mission of Mr. Deutach 
as archseologist to accompany Expedition. In¬ 
spection reports of hospital ships forwarded in 
original letter in continuation of similar paper* 
respecting issue of clothing to men attached to 
mountain batteries. List of stores under pre¬ 
paration. Twelve copies of two maps of Abys¬ 
sinia by Dr. Pctennaim forwarded. Tracing of 
Maltese cart enclosed .. .. .. 908 

Address for correspondence between Dr. Beke, Mr. 
Purday, Mr. Palgrave and Foreign Office, referred to 
in letter from Dr. Beke to Lord Clarendon of June 11, 

1866 (Laid, Feb. 90, 1868) .. ..910 

Copy of “Routes in Abyssinia" compiled by Topo¬ 
graphical Department of War Office .. .. 910 

Mr. Bridgtower's address .. .. 910 

' Abyssinian expedition. Wishes appointment of exe¬ 
cutive engineer .. .. .. ..911 

Further correspondence with Sir S. Baker respecting 
mission of a Supulementary Expedition to Abyssinia. 911 
Inclosure 1. Sir 8. Baker to Secretary of State 
for Indio, Nov. 2, 1867. Did not intend that 
proposed expedition vii Souakin should be in 
dependent of Sir R. Napier. Should act a* a 
flying column under a Britiah Commissioner. 

Plan for operations. Obstacles will arise from 
want of roads and means of transport and dearth 
of |irovision*. Success of enterprise depends 
npou rapidity. Proposal that Viceroy of Egypt 
should supply camels. British Commissioner 
should be bearer of letter from Queen to King 
Theodore demanding release of captives. Route 
which ho and flying column under him should 
follow. Is of opinion that plan suggested would 
terminate affair without actual warfare, or, at 
least, secure means of supply and prevent retreat 
of King Theodore with captives .. 

Inclosure 2. Under-Secretary of State for India to 
Sir Baker, Nov. 7, 1867. Plan of a supplemen¬ 
tary expedition to Abyssiaia, has been forwarded 
to Sir K. Napier for opinion 

Viceroy of Egypt’s letter to King Theodore threaten¬ 
ing to fight him unless British captives were given 
op. Eighty-three village* on eaa|ern part of Abys¬ 
sinia tendered their services.. .. 


911 


918 


918 


LIST or PAPEBfl. 
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Secretary of State for Foreign A fair*.} _ 1867. 


No. 

Date. 

Receipt. 

8 cbj*ct. Page 


1867. 

1867. 

1171. Colonel Stanton 

1 Dec. 12 

Doc. 12 

Captives all well op to Oct 28. Death of the Aboona. 918 

(Telegraphic.) 



1172. Dr. Beke 

Dec. 10 

Dec. 14 

Extract of letter from Mr. Purday. Explanations of 



Dr. Beke that Mr. Layard's assertions that Dr. Beko’e 




allegation respecting Mr. Palgrave were “ malicious 

Bee .. .. .. .. .. 914 




Inclosuro Mr. Purday to Dr. Beke, Jan. 26, 1866, 




Confirming Mr. Palgrave’s statements as reported 




by Dr. Beke respecting Mr. Ransom's instructions 
for release of Missionaries in Abyssinia .. 914 

1173. Dr. Beke 

Dec. 11 

Dec. 14 

Letters from Mr. Purday. Necessity of making them 
known, to justify himself against attacks of Mr. 

Layard .. •• .. .. 915 

1174. Mr. McKay .. 

Dec. 13 

Dec. 14 

Extract of letter from a correspondent at Gibraltar 



respecting Abyssinia .. .. 915 

Inclosuro. Journal of M. Gilbert, French Vice- 




Consul at Casa Blanca, respecting eighteen 
months residence in Abyssinia. Is williug to 
communicate it if allowed by the French Govern- 




ment .. ,« „ .. 916 

1175. To Capt Deeborough 

Dec. 14 


Captives well up to October 28 .. .. 916 

1176. Mr. Soutter .. 

Dec. 13 

Dec. 16 

Can prevent tho mortality among horses and mules in 

Abyssinia if Grovernraent of India will employ him.. 916 

1177. To War Office 

Dec. 16 

• • 

* Letter from Mr. Soutter. Offers services to prevent 




mortality amoug mules in Abysaiuia .,917 

1178. Colonel Stanton 

Dec. 16 

Dec. 16 

Information from Colons/ Mere wet her. Letter from 

(Telegraphic.)! 



Governor of Senafrf district, under Kassai, proffering 
friendship .. .. •• .. 917 

1179. Prince de la Tour 
d’Aovergne 

Doc. 16 

Dec. 17 

Requests letter of introduction to Sir R. Napier for 

Captain d'Hendecnurt and M. Galli-Paaseboc, ap¬ 
pointed by French Government to accompany British 
forces in Abyssinia .. .. ..917 


1180. Colonel Stanton 

Dec. 17 

Dec. 17 

Advance brigade encamped on fine plain. Britiah 

(Telegraphic.) . 

• 


troops have arrived without any casualty . . 917 

1181. Colonel Stanton .. [ 

Dec. 17 

Dec. 17 

Reception of troops in Abyssinia. Messengers from 

(Telegraphic.) 



Prince Ksssai and Wakahum. Report that Menclek 
has reached Msgdaia in force. King has burnt Debra 




Tabor ; wishes to go to Magdalu, hut cannot .. 918 

1182. To Lieut.-Col. Mere- 

Dec. 17 

0 0 

Letter from Viceroy of Egypt to King of Abyssinia, to 
press for release of British captives, does not imply 

wether 




l * 


intention of Egyptian Government to use force .. 918 

1183. To Dr. Beke .. 

Dec. 17 

, , 

Cannot take further part in dispute between him snd 




Mr. Layard .. .. .. .. 918 

1185. To War Office 

Dec. 17 

• • 

Letter from Sir J. Cramnton. Steps ho has taken to 




assist Captain Griffiths in clearing up contract 
entered into by Messrs. Wetherell io supply mules 




for Abyssinian expedition .. .. ..919 

1186. Sir A. Paget .. 

Dec. 14 

Dec. 18 

Project of Italian Government to establish s penal 

(No. 218.) | 



settlement on coast of Red Sea, within Abyssinian 




territory. For opinion. (See No. 590, Part I.) .. 919 

1187. To Prince de la Tour 

Dec. 18 

,, 

Ha* communicated Note requesting facilities for French 

d’ Auvergne 



officers attached to Abysaiuian expedition to India 

Office .. .. .. .. 920 

1188. To India Office 

(Confidential.) 

Dec. 18 

• e 

Letter from Sir A. Paget. Project of Italian Govern¬ 
ment to establish a penal settlement on coast of Red 

Sea, near or within Abyssinian territory . .. 920 

1189. Colonel Stanton ..1 

Dec. 1 

Dec. 19 

Letter from Colonel Kennedy, C.B. Valuable assist- 

(No. 89. Consular.) | 



ance rendered to him by Mr. Rente .. .. 920 



Inclosure. Colonel Kennedy to Colonel Stanton. 

Alexandria, Nov. 23, 1867. Cordial support and 
assistance received from Acting Consul-General 






Rcade .. .. .. .. 920 

It90. Colonel Stanton 

(Na 57.) 

Dec. I | 

Deo. 19 

Conversation with Vioeroy of Egypt relative to Egyp¬ 
tian forces sent to Massowah and the Abyssinian 
frontier. Anxiety felt of final occupation of A by*- 




ainia by British troops 4 .. 921 

1191. To Colonel Stanton .. 

Dec. 19 

• • 

So intention of pennament occupation of Abyssinia .. 921 

(Telegram.) 1 
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LIST OP PAPERS. 

1867. 


[Lord Stanley, 


No. 

im. To India Office 


1103. To India Office 


1194. To Mr. Mom* 

1195. To Iudia Office 


1190. Lord Lyona .. 

(No. 186.) 


1197. India Office .. 

(Confidential.) 

1198. To WorOffice 


1199. India Office .. 

(Confidential.) 


1800. India Office .. 

(Confidential.) 

1801. India Office .. 

(Confidential.) 


1808. To India Offioo 


1803. To Prince do la Tour 
d’Aurergue 


1804. War Office .. 


1206. To Lord Lyona 

(No. 14. Commercial.) 

1206. To Lord Lyona 

(No. 122.) 

1207. Colonel Stanton 

(Telegram.) 


1206. To Messrs. Me Key k 

Co. 

1209. Prince da la Tour 
d'Anvergnc 

1910. To India Office 


1211. To India Office 


1212. To ('apt. Dos borough 

and Mr. Purday 

1213. India Office .. 


1214. Colonel Stanton ,. 
(No. 45. Conaular.) 


Date. 
1867. 
.. Dec. 19 

Receipt. 

1867. 

.. R*. 

I 

.. Dec. 19 

Vi 

.. Dec. 19 

Re 

.. Dec. 20 

.. Fo 
\ 

.. Dec. 20 
6.) 

J 

Doc. 21 M. 

ii 

J 

Dec. 20 

,1 \ 

Dec. 1 Co 

*•) 

., Dec. 26 

Dec. 24 Fo 
S 

Dec. 23 
J.) 

li 

Dec. 24 Nc 
F 

a 

Deo. 24 

T 

Cl 

Doc. 24 W< 

■0 

.. Dec. 24 

L) 

Dec. 24 Sal 
d 

Dec. 24 

ol 

Dr. 

Ol 

ir Dec. 26 

si 

.. Ind 

d' 
U 

.. Dec. 26 

T 

ol 

Dec. 26 Fr< 

.. Dec. 26 

.. Re 

.. Dec. 26 

i.i 

To 

tu 

.. Doc. 26 
iu) 

Dec. 26 Tel 
A 
M 

k Dec. 26 

P 

tr 

Th. 

ir Dec. 26 

Dec, 27 MU 

a 

.. Dec. 27 

d’ 

M. 

re 

.. Dec. 27 

Sta 

PJ 

■h Dec. 27 

P» 

•• c 2 

.. Dec. 27 

Dec. 28 Let 
M 

Dec. 16 

fn 

Dec. 28 Mei 
G« 


ca 

« ns 

G< 


Subject. 

Reqnest of French Government for facilities to two 
French officers to accompany Abyssinian expedition.. 


922 


Viceroy of Egypt assured that British Government do 
not intend permanent occupation of Alyeainia .. 922 

Referring to answer of November 16 .. .. 922 

For opinion an to applying to French Government for 
permission to Vice-Consul Gilbert to communicate his 
Journal of Travels in Abyssinia .. .. 922 

M. Ijcgarde instructed to communicate all documouta 
in his possession, collected whilst residing in Abyssinia. 
Medical attendant to King Theodore .. .. 923 

Inclosure. M. de Moustier to Lord Lyons. Paris, 
i*«. 19, 1867 .. .. .. 223 

Concurrence in opinion that increase in Egyptian forces 
at Masaowali would embarrass the expedition .. 523 

For opinion as to answer to be returned to claim of 
Raverio Martuori, employed in transport of mules from 
Brindisi .. . .. ,, $24 

No objection to give letters of introduction for two 
French officers to Sir R. Napier, and directions to 
afford all facilities. Navy not unlikely to lie engaged. 

To inquire if letters will be required under such cir¬ 
cumstances ,, .. .. ., 924 


Would be glad to have M. Gilbert’s Journal of Abva- 
siiiia.. .. .. .,924 

Satisfaction at decision of Italian Government to aban¬ 
don project of establishing a penal settlement on coast 
of Red Sea, or in Abysainia.. ,. .. 926 

Dr. Legardo instructed to communicate all documents 
connected with his residence in Abyssinia, as medical 
attendant to King Theodore .. .. 925 

India Office will give letters of introduction to M. 
d'ileudecoiirt and M. GaJli-Paaseboc, and give orders 
to afford all facilities. Navy not likely to be engaged. 

To ascertain if French Government still wish naval 
officer to proceed to Abytsiuia .. .. 925 

French officers waiting for letters of introduction, Ac., 
to I'ummander-iu-Chjof of Abyssinian Expedition .. 92b 

Requests copy of M. Gillwrt's journal res|**cting Abys¬ 
sinia, in French Foreign Office ., 926 

To thank French Government for directing Dr. Lagarde 
to furnish information respecting Abyssinia ., 926 

Telegran. from Colonel More wether. Senate, Dec. 15. 

All prospering at Senate. Captives well to Nov. U. 
Meiielox acting with Gollas for capture of Magdala. 
Prisoners at Debra Tabor all well to Oct. 11, better 
treatment by Emperor .. .. .. 926 

Thanks for information respecting M. GiUiert’s journal 
on Abyssinia .. .. ., .. 927 

Mission of M. Galli-Passaboc to Abyssinia is not 
a naval one but identic with that of Captain 
d’llendeoourt .. .. .. 927 

M. Gulli-P ilsso hoc is a military officer. Further 
request for letters of introduction, Ac. .. ., 927 

Statement of Abyssinian in employ of late Consul 
Plowdeii. State of Abyssinia. Supplies to be 

procured. Present position of King Theodore .. 928 

Captives at! well at Magdala on Nov. 11, and at Debra 
labor on Oct. II .. 928 

Letters of introduction for Captain d'Qendecourt uid 
M. Galli-Passaboc will be sent as soon as received 
] from Secretary of State .. ,. .. 928 

Messages from Colonel Mcrewethfcr in cypher for 
Government of Bombay obliged to he *eeut to Suex, 
causing 24 hours delay. Should be provided with 

means of communicating in cypher with Bombay 

Government M *. .. ., 929 


LIST or PAPERS. 
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Secretary of State for Foreign 1867. 


No. 

1215. Colonel Stanton 

(No. 49. Consular.) 

Date. 
1867. 
Dec. 17 

Receipt 
1867. 
Dec. 28 

Subject. Page 

Arrival of Advanced Brigade at Senate on Doc. 6. 
Friendly disposition of natives. Precarious position 
of Theodore. Destruction of Debra Tubor. Mules 
suffering from want of care.. ., .. 8S9 

1216. To India Office 

(Confidential.) 

Dec. 28 

• • 

Request of Consul-General in Egypt to be enabled to 
oommunicatc with Government of Bombay in cypher. 930 

1217. India Office.. 

Dec. 50 

Dec. 31 

Letters of introduction to Commander-in-Chie/ of 
Abyssinian Expedition in favour M. d’llendecourt and 

M. GalU-Pasaeboc .. .. ..930 

1218. India Office .. 

Dec. 31 

Dec. 31 

1 

Misapprehension of Egyptian authorities at Massowah 
as to the nature of the mediation of Vioerov of Egypt. 
Should be requested to remove portion of his troops 
from Abysaima .. .. .. .. 930 

Inclosure. Lieutenant - Colonel Merewut-her to 
Government of Bombay. Mulkultoo, Nov. 23, 

1667 (Extract). Inopportune landing of Egyp¬ 
tian troops at Massowah. Necessity for their 
removal. Letter sent to King Theodore by the 
Pasha Abdool Kadir, threatening oo-operatiofi in 
case captives are not released. Will request him 
to recal it. Has declined assistance .. 931 

1219. India Office .. 

(Confidential.) j 

Dec. 61 

Dec. 31 

India Office private codo for secret despatches, for the 
use of the Consul-General in Egypt .. .. 931 

1220. To India Office .. 1 

' 

Dec. 31 

a • 

Box and key with India Office private cypher sent to 
Post-Office for transmission to Colonel Stanton .. 932 

1221. To Prince de la Tour 
d’Auvergne 

Dec. 31 

1 

• • 

Letters of introduction for M. d’Hondocourt and M, 

G alii-Passe boo .. .. .. .. 932 

1222. To Colonel Stanton .. 
(No. 37. Consular.) 

Dec. 31 

V 


Sends India Office cypher by the mail. To take pre¬ 
cautions for safe custody .. .. .. 932 

1223. To Post-Office 

Dec. 31 

•• 

Packets for Colonel Stanton to bo entrusted to officer in 
charge of mails going to Alexandria .. .. 932 

1224. Mr. Sanderson 

Dec. 


Memorandum on statements made in House of Com¬ 
mons that Consul Cameron’s despatches from Abys¬ 
sinia of 1362, and letter from King of Abyssinia, were 
kept from knowledge of Secretary of State ., 983 

1868 

1225. Lord Lyons .. ..1 

(No. 27. Commercial.) 


1668, 
Jan. 1 

IT as requested confidential communication of M. Gil¬ 
bert's Journal ou Abysainia .. .. .. 937 

1226. India Office .. 

Jan. 1 

Jan. 2 

To inquire of Colonel Stanton extent of Una of tele¬ 
graph up the valley of the N ile. To request oo-opera- 
tion of Egyptian Government for a fiying line of wire 
by way of Oosaeir, to Aunesley Bay . . . . 937 

1227. To Colonel Stanton .. 

(Telegram.) j 

Jan. 2 

a • 

Report by telegraph extent of line of telegraph up 
valley of the Nile. What oo-operatlou will Egyptian 
Government give for construction of a fiying hue of 
wire by Coaecir to Annesley Bay . . .. 937 

1228. To Colonel Stanton .. 

(No. 2.) 

Jan. 3 

a a 

To request Vioeroy of Egypt to withdraw portion of his 
troops from Massowah stating causes which make 
their presence detrimental to British expod tion .. 938 

1229. To India Office 

Jan. 3 

• • 

Steps takes to obtain copy of M. Gilbert's Abyssinian 
Journal .. .. .. .. 939 

1230. To India Office 

Jan. 3 

1867. 

• • 

Instructions sent to Consol-General in Egypt relative 
to military demonstrations of Egyptian forces al 
Massowah and on frontier of Abyasuua , , 939 

1231. LL-Col Merewctbet 

Dec. 9 

Jan. 4 

Receipt of despatch of August 19. Thanks far 
approval of bis conduct .. .. .. 939 


Part II. * 















Subject. 


No. 

Date. 

1868. 

Receipt. 

1868. 

1232. I/>rd Lyons .. 

(No. 4. Commercial.) 

Jan. 5 

Jan. 6 

1238. To India Office 

Jan. 8 

9 m 

1234. India Office .. 

(Confidential.) 

Jan. 8 

Jan. 8 

1235. Colonel Stanton 

(Telegraphic.) 

Jan. 8 

Jan. 8 

1236. To India Office 

Jan. 8 

•• 

1237. To Lieutenant-Colonel 
M«jrewether 

Jan. 8 

s • 

1238. Colonel Stanton 

(No. ft.) 

Jan. 16 

Jan. 27 


Copy of M. Gilbert’* report on Abyssinia. Memorandum 
transmitting M. Gilbert’* report. Pam, January 4, 
1868 •• •• •• •• 

Copy of U. Gilbert’* report on Abyssinia.. 

Concurrence in instruction* to Consul-General la Egypt 
relative to movement* of Egyptian troopa on frontier 
of Abyssinia 

Nine handled mite* of telegraph wire, with material*, 
at Souakin. Six thousand iron poets in store at 
Alexandria .. .. .. 

Material available at Sonakin and Alexandria for con¬ 
structing line of Telegraph .. 

Need not send duplicate copies to Foreign Office of 
communications with Rom bay Government 

Assurance of Viceroy that number of Egyptian troops 
reported to hate boon sent to Abyssinian frontier 
luui been greatly exaggerated. Qrders abont to be 

E 'ven to withdraw one battalion from garrison at 
a»Miwah in proof of Viceroy’* good feeling towards 
British Government. 


9W 

940 

940 

910 

941 
941 


APPENDIX. 

Correspondence respecting the Discovery of Coal Fields in Abyssinia, 

1863—1867. 


Nik 

1 . I)r. Davis to tho Karl of Clarendon 

2. Dr. Itnvis to Hurl Russell 

5. Dr. Dntis to Hurl Russell 

4. Karl Russell to Dr. Davis .. 
it. l)r. Davis to Karl Russell 

6 . Air. Murray to Dr. Davis 

7. l>r. Davis to Earl Russell 

H. Mr. Marivale to Mr. Hammond.. 

Two lucloMire*. 

9. Mr. Murray to Mr. Midvale .. 

10. Mr. Murray to Dr. Davis 

11. I)r. Davis to Mr. Layard 

12. Mr. linyanl to Dr. Davis 

13. Mr. Melvill to Mr. Hammond .. 

11. Mr. Farrer to Mr. Hammoud .. 

One liiclosuro. 

15. Mr. Murray to Mr. Falter 

16. Professor Hapeto to Earl Russell 

17. Mr. Murray to Professor Sapeto 
IS. Dr. Davis to Karl Russell 

Two iuclostiree. 

19. Dr. Davis to Mr. Isiyard 

90. Dr. Davis to Mr. latyard 

«|. Dr. Davis to Karl Kuawll 

32. Mr. Murray to Mr. Davis 

23. Mr. Murray to Mr. Farrer 

2 *. Mr. Murray to Air. Alorivalo .. 
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No. 1. 

Mr. W. Harrison to Earl Russell.—(Received January 11.) 

My Lord, • Isle of Man , Rock Mount , January 7, 1864. 

A SHORT time ago I observed by the Paris papers accounts had been received 
from Massowab, Abyssinia, that the English Consul at that place had been imprisoned 
by the Emperor Theodore. 

By a letter received from Mr. Charles Speedy last autumn he informed me he 
had bwn appointed Vice-Consul in that quarter. 

Prom the great difficulty and uncertainty in communicating with that country, I 
take the liberty of troubling your Lordship to inquire if these rumours have any 
foundation, or if thd Foreign Office have received any accounts as to the fate of either 
of the gentlemen filling the office of Consul or Vice-Consul at Massowah. 

The certainty of the safety of Mr. Speedy to his friends here would be most 
acceptable. 

Trusting your Lordship will excuse this lil>erty in my anxiety, 1 have, Ac. 

(8igned) WILLIAM HARRISON. 


Minute. 

We have received no information as to Captain Cameron being imprisoned. 
Mr. Speedy has not been appointed Vice-Consul. 

A. L. COLE8. 

Inform him. 


No. 2. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. William Harrison. 

Sir, Fortign Office , January 12, 1864. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
7th instant, and to inform you in reply that no official information has been received by 
his Lordship on the subject of the reported imprisonment of Captain Cameron, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, and that his Lordship lias declined to sanction the 
appointment of Mr. Charles Speedy as British Vice-Consul at that place. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) JAME8 MURRAY. 


[73] 
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No. 3. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Bari Russell.—(Received January 23.) 

(No. 7.) 

My Lord, Cairo , January 11, 1864. 

A LETTER received a few dap ago from Mr. Consul Petherick, dated 23rd 
November, mentions the arrival at Khartoum, in company with the Governor-General 
of the province, Mooasa Pasha, of the French General Count de Bisson, his lady, two 
naval officers, and sixty French soldiers; about a hundred more were expected to join 
him. 

Mr. Petherick Rays, “ the destination of the General is to be Abyssinia, but whether 
by way of Massowah, Taka, or Galabat, and eventually to what part or to what 
purpose, lias not yet fully transpired. It is rumoured the relief of the French Consul, 
M. Lejeon, now stated to be detained in the camp of King Theodore, is the General’s 
object. That he has a letter to that gentleman is certain. Rumours are also afloat of 
preparations for another attempt on Abyssinia by the Egyptian Government, and 
shortly, as soon os I shall have gleaned reliable information, I will not fail to report 
thereon.” 

I beg to refer your Lordship to my despatch No. 102 of 11th November last,* on 
the subject of this Count Bisson's soi-disant mission. The Viceroy spoke to me of it 
as giving him much uneasiness, and he is evidently anxious the French Government 
should be called on to explain its intentions. He confirmed what he had previously 
said, that his instructions to Moossa Pasha were precise and positive, not to furnish an 
Egyptian man or beast to accompany the Consul's party beyond the frontier. He 
asked me if I had any instructions. 1 told him I had none; but I did not hesitate to 
tell him Her Majesty's Government was not disposed to interfere in any internal affairs 
of Abyssinia; but while last year King Theodore had been solemnly warned not to 
encourage the slightest measure of aggression on his subjects' part against the Egyptian 
Government, so we could not sanction any step on the part of His Highness' Govern¬ 
ment that would give just cause of complaint to King Theodore, and that I considered 
he would be doing so if he allowed a considerable force, of whatever nature or 
nation, to organize itself in Egypt to enter Abyssinia from his dominions. 

Ismail Pasha told me Count Bisson had offered to enter his service to assist his 
Governor-General in protecting his Abyssinian frontier. That Moossa Pasha had 
declined to accept his services; that the Count had then told Moosa that he had acquired 
by cession, from some tribe whose name he promised to furnish me with, a certain 
district. I suspect this to bo Bogus; that he purposed going thither, taking possession 
of it, and affording the inhabitants protection from the incursions of the Abyssinian*; 
that he even purposed commencing a lino of rail to communicate with the Red Sea for 
facilitating the export of Egyptian produce. 

The Viceroy further tofu me that M. Lejcan, the French Consul, had positively 
entered the Abyssinian Ruler’s service and had consequently ceased his functions as 
French Consul, as being incompatible with his Abyssinian position. 

I warned the Viceroy that there was no tribe of any kind who could legally transfer 
itself to any one; that all the oountry down to the Red Sea as far as a little above 
Sown kin was part of His Higlmess* dominions; that at that point the Egyptian 
Territories mn due south, with the exception of a narrow slip of land extending down 
to the sea-lxjnrd, which was claimed and garrisoned by Turkey, to a point between the 
16th and 17th degrees; that here the Tigre or Abyssinian territory commenced; the 
boundaries, it is true, lieing ill-defined, but tliat certainly none of the holders of the land 
could dispose of such territory. 

His Highness seemed anxious I should take the matter up officially and write 
him. This l declined doing, but said, if be would furnish me with a Memorandum on 
the subject of Count Bisson’s proceedings and pretensions, I would, without hesitation, 
communicate to His Highness my opinion if I felt myself sure of my facts, if not, I 
would submit the affair to your Lordship who would inform me of the views of Her 
Majesty’s Government, hut that I was sure that we would not sanction nor tolerate any 
aggressive conduct, either on the part of King Theodore or of His Highness. 

In conclusion, I venture to call your Lordship’s serious attention to this expedition 
of Count Bisson, or Plisson, Mr. Petherick writes it. We have long known the endea¬ 
vours the French have made to establish a footing in Abyssinia (see Mr. Plowden’s 
Reports and those of Captain Cameron passim); we know the leaning that King 
Theodore had always shewn to our friendship, perhaps as being Protestants, while the 

• See But I, No. 854. 
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Roman Catholic Bishops and Missions had adhered exclusively to the Tigri Chiefs, ever 
in open hostility to Theodore; and now we find the King taking into his service (if the 
Viceroy’s intelligence he well founded) an accredited servant of the French Government 


T tVCKVJ O UlUUU^jouw uv »* —— -- / - - 

whose personal liberty he had violated, and the consequences of which act he perhaps 
dreaded, effecting a compromise by taking the ex-Consul into his service. 


I have, Ac. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. OOLQUHOUJff. 


No. A. 

Sir J. Emerson Tennent to Mr. Hammond. —(Received February 4.) 

Office of Oommdtss of Privy Council for Trade , 
8ir, Whitehall, February 3, 1864. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, I am directed by the Lords of the 
Committee of Privy Council for Trade, to transmit to you to be laid before Earl Russell 
the inclosed copy of a further letter from Hr. Beke, asking if a Report has yet been 
received from the Massowah Consul respecting the trade of Abyssinia, and I am to 
request that you will move his Lordship to cause this Board to be informed what reply 
should be sent to Dr. Beke. 

I have, Ac. 

(8ignod) J. EMER80N TENNENT. 


Minutes. 

The Consul has not reported on this subject. 

February 6, 1864. 

Suggest that Dr. Beke should bo informed that when Her Majesty's Government 
shall have obtained the information requisite to enable them to make a communication 
to him, he will then be duly written to. 

J. MURRAY. 


Inclosure in No. 4. 

Dr. Beke to the Secretary to the Board of Trade. 

Sir, 11, Austin Friars, London, January 30, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters of the 1st and 
10th October last, by the latter of which you informed me that no report had been 
received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah in Abyssinia. 

I now take the liberty of repeating my application of the 28th September last, and 
I have, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 6. 

Earl Russell to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 131.) 

My Ix>rd, Foreign Office, February 4, 1864. 

I INCLOSE, for your Excellency’s information, copy of a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt,* upon the subject of a French expedition which is on 
its way to Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 3. 
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No. 6. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received February 6, 1864.) 

My Lord, Gondar, October 1, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I have been in Abyssinia, and in the execution 
of my duties, during the quarter ended yesterday. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 7. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received February 6, 1864.) 

My Lord, Gondar, October 2, 1863. 

I ALREADY had the honour to report the binding of the French Consul for 
Ma&sowah, M. Lejean, according to the version of a German missionary who was in the 
camp, and from whom I took down the details word for word. 

How far my account may correspond with that of M. Ix'jean forwarded to Europe, 

I cannot now ascertain. , 

The latter, however, from what I have since beard, may be much stronger, and not 
without reason; so far that it would appear that King Theodore’s language w as violent 

and abusive. - , 

M. Lejean was chained, I am now told, not for trying to leave the camp contrary 
to the King’s orders, but for forcing himself into His Majesty’s presence without the 
usual formalities, and with his swonl on, the latter a serious breach of Abyssinian 

etiquette. , 

I have now to state, that in the course of last month, King Theodore s messenger 
to France returned, with a reply to His Majesty’s letter, and all the Europeans, myself 

included, were summoned to Gondar. . _ __ , 

Two days since, the King called all of us to him, with the exception of the French 
Consul and the medical gentleman accompanying him, Dr. Lagardc, who were ordered 
to wait in a tent outside. It appears that the King’s messenger, a frenchman, named 
Bardel, hail brought a charge of defamation of character against M. Lejean, on the 
ground that, during his absence, M. Lejean hail written to the King certain accusa¬ 
tions against him, which had been officially or otherwise forwarded from Alexandria. 

M. Bardel brought his plaint before llis Majesty, as his subject and servant. 

King Theodore, when we had assembled, informed us that he had received a letter 
from the Emperor of France, which he gave me to read aloud. ...... , 

lie then made a sufficiently calm address, in which he said that the letter in 
question was wanting in respect, and that he considered himself slighted. 

The grounds he advanced were as follows :— _ , 

1. That his messenger had been refused sustenance at the liands of the * Tench 

Government. . , . 

2. That the Emperor had not answered his letter directly, but through a servant. 

3. That the answer had not Hie Emperor’s seal on its face. 

4. That the French traveller. M. d’Ahk-ulie, had represented him as a mere brigand 
to the Emperor Napoleon, and that the French Foreign Minister had expressed this 
view without contradiction, in the Emperor’s presence, to His Majesty s messenger. 

He considered the neglect of his messenger, and the style and form of the letter 
from France, as further expressions of this opinion, and wishes to know from M. Lejean, 
whether the Emperor acknowledged him as King of Abyssinia or not. 

M. Lejean gave moderate and conciliatory explanations. . 

nis Majesty afterward* adverted to the charge brought by his servant against 
M. Lejean, and requested us to settle it, which we adjourned to do, by bringing the two 

Partl The result was that an outward reconciliation was effected; and the French Consul 
sent in word to the King that it would appear he had been misinformed m regard to 
certain charges—certain others were acknowledged by M. Bardel. 

The King’s answer was that M. lejean should leave. . . , . 

He replied that he had communications regarding Hi* Majesty s projected Embassy 

to make from his Government. , 

The King refused to see him, saying, that he had not applied as a mendicant to the 
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Nanolcon • he had wanted Christian friendship, as from one king to another. 
M. Lejean might return to hi, master. 

He left wMi confined to writing the enclosed letter, 

** wtSv«LwftCneral opinion, th* the King’s object in 
gjjg - to givfhis views with regard to toleration of 

ifeind this. I had no opportunity of doing anything, having been sent for only as 

• ‘’^Protestant Missionaries also of necessity kept aloof, except that they said what 

shev^ld^Sngti^ genuineness of the letter, which the king had 

to&t to thcm^Wso respiting ite being for Emopejm potentates to wnte 

“tssrs i- — 


Inclosure 1 in No. 7. 

M. Drouyn de Lhuys to King Theodore. 

Paris, le 24 Mars, 1863. 

d-. n*. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 7. 

Consul Cameron to the Rev. T. M. Flad. 

Djenda, September 20, 1863. 

My TTTNDERSTAND that, in consequence of a letter received from the Emperor 

„ J&SEZX’JSm - «- p —-——“ 

disclaim my interference. q 
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If publicly required to do so, I shall not hesitate to support the great principle by 
the light of which England has seen her wav through so many religious difficulties 
of her own, and which I feel certain she would wish to see adopted in all countries as 
the watchword of that intellectual liberty and progress, to the advancement of which 
she stands so thoroughly committed. • '* 

My belief is, that if pressed by His Majesty, your interests and duty as Protestants 
alike require that you should also support to the utmost the doctrine of entire liberty of 
conscience; but that it would be better, as strangers only allowed here on sufferance, 
to keep aloof from a question involving so many peculiar considerations, social and 
political, as well as religious and to leave it to Ilis Majesty, the head of the Abyssinian 
Church, and the great National Council which is to be summoned, to solve the problem 
in their own way. 

I have no wish that the advice I have given you, or my feelings generally regarding 
toleration, should lx; a secret either to His Majesty, or his Holiness the Aboona. 

On the contrary, I would wish the latter especially to be impressed as strongly as 
strongly as jxjssiblo upon both. 

You will oblige me by communicating this letter to Mr. Steiger, as head of the 
Scottish Mission here; also to the memljers of the Mission of the Bishop of Jerusalem, 
and to Mr. Sterne, as chief of the Church of England Mission, under which you are 
employed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 8. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received February 6, 1864.) 

(No. 19.) 

My ford, Gondar, October 5, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to state tlint immediately after M. Lejcan’s dismissal from 
Qondar, I had an interview with his Holiness the Aboona of Abyssinia. 

I took the earliest opportunity of turning the conversation to the toleration of the 
Roman Catholic Religion iu this country. His Holiness stated the impossibility of 
granting such toleration on the following grounds:— 

Namely, that there liad been no other State religion than his own in Abyssinia 
since the days of focinius, when the Jesuits, liaving gained over that monarch, and a 
great portion of the royal family and nobility, pushed their zeal and ambition so far 
as to rouse the mass of the people to a rebellion which deluged the land with blood and 
led to their final expulsion. 

The Roman Catholics, he said, aimed at an entire supremacy, by establishing a 
separate Church and denouncing all other baptism than their own, while he on the other 
lumd, ns the Representative of the Chair of St. Mark, was necessitated to hold that the 
baptism of his own Church was a true one, nor could he, after the experience of the past, 
allow any other within his diocese. 

But this without bigotry, witness the two Protestant Lay Missions now settled for 
some years in Abyssinia, ami who are permitted, on the principle already laid down, to 
make converts among the Abyssinian Jews, to be baptised, after Protestant instruction, 
into the Abyssinian Church. 

Nor does his Holiness lay any restriction to the circulation of Protestant tracts, 
convinced as he is, tluit if they contain the pure doctrine of scripture, as separated from 
particular Church tenets, it is not in their power to do anytliing but good. 

His Holiness continued that this country was not ripe for further toleration. It 
could only lead to controversy, nnd ultimate violenoe, among clergy and laity. 

He then spoke of the conduct of the Roman Catholic Mission, while they had been 
allowed toleration in Abyssinia in his own time, their introduction of Frenchmen and 
firearms to the support of the rebel Negus i; their making the question a political one, by 
the assistance of French officials, and finally stated that the country was thrown into such 
confusion by the large f>ands of marauders, who adopted the Roman Catholic cause, in 
the hope of finding their profit in the future collision of the two faiths, that he was 
obliged to lx* in hiding for some months in the mountain monastery of Debra Damo. 

What I have here quoted was delivered in the most temj>erate tone, and followed 
by an incidental statement that the Aboona had interceded for M. Lejean with His 
Majesty King Theodore. 

I beg here to submit the following extract. It is from the ** Annales de la 
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Congregation de la Mission,” vol. rrir, No. 1, I860, signed by the late Vicar Apostolic 
of Abyssinia, M. Jacobis, and seems not uncorroborative of the Aboona’s statements: 

««I)e plus, Negussie, dans le but de d&ruire le fatal prestige des Cophtes sur la popu¬ 
lation, et pour les accotitumer a respecter la religion Catholique, brula la residence de 
l’Abuna Salama dans le Tigr6, et donna le Gouvernement k un de nos Catholiqucs. 

“ A cette m£me fin, il a ptefer6 l’amitte du Consul Francois & Massowmh, & celle de 
tontes les autres autoritfc de lNMe. II lui k fait, le premier, publiquement, des presents 
magnifiques. Son aversion est si grande contra les Protestants, et contra leurs agents, 
depuis qu’il a decouvert leurs frames politiques et religicuses, qu’il a arrete leurs convers, 
et intercepts leurs correspondances dans rintSrieur de ses Stats. M. Charvin Bellart, 
Consul Francois, pour lui tSmoigner sa reconnaissance, s’est cru obligS de lui rendre une 
visite dans son camp. II y a StS re$u avec des honneurs que les Abyssins ne rendent 
qu’aux princes du sang, et aans cette circonstance il a travaillS avec lui k la rSdaction d’un 
projet d’allianoe avec NapolSon I1L A la premi&re occasion on lui adrcsacra ce projet, 
avec les compositions en langue Ghez faites par nos elfcves. 

“ Le principal objet de l’alliance Franco-Ethiopienne serait, de la part de Negussie, la 
libcrtS de conscience pour tous les Catholiques, et la protection de ses propres Stats.’ 1 

I may state here that King Theodore believed that the passage in the letter of the 
Emperor Napoleon, asking for a renewal of toleration to Roman-Catholic Missionaries 
ought to have followed a formal explanation, and that its being made to precede it was 
a positive insult. 

The importance he attaches to the return of his saddle, as part of the royal para¬ 
phernalia, and of which not a word has been said, lias also had its effect. 

His Majesty still believes it to be in Paris, although the latest accounts state it to 
be at Rome. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 9. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received February 6.) 

(No. 10.) 

My Lord, Cairo, January 20, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship three despatches from Captain 
Cameron,* received by me yesterday. 

Captain Cameron would appear not to have received the despatch of your ford- 
ship,t transmitted by mo to him some time ago, requiring him to quit the interior of 
Abyssinia, and take up his residence at or near Massowah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


No. 10. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received February 6.) 

(No. 13.) 

My ford, Cairo, January 23, 1864. 

I HAVE conversed with a French gentleman who has been with M. Lejean, the 
French Consul in Abyssinia. He informs me that, in the last days of 8epteml>er, 
Captain Cameron was still at Gondar, he could not say a prisoner of King Theodore, 
but that His Majesty declined to allow him to quit Gomlar; that M. Lejean, ns also 
my informer, had been conveyed under guard out of the kingdom. M. Lejean liad 
been set at liberty on the Egyptian frontier near Cassala; he (M. Lftharre) had been 
conveyed down to Massowah, where he embarked for Jeddah and Suez. I inquired if 
Captain Cameron had apparently offended the King. M. Labarre said not, but that 
he had become suspicious of every one about him. This led to acts of frequent violence 
with all his people. There is no truth in M. Lejean having ever proposed taking 
service with the Abyssinians. 

The Viceroy informed me yesterday that the cession made to Count Bisson, alluded 
to in my No. 7,t was the Plain of Senlut (? Sana), in the Province of Takka, at the foot 
of a range of small hills called Kastan. Now, this is on the Tigr£ frontier on the 
March River, on which river is situated Kassala, whither M. Lejean has proceeded on 

* No*. 6, 7 a *d 8. f September 8 , 1863: tee Part I, No. 836. % No. s * 
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quitting Abyssinia. The Takka and Shangallas north of the Bedel Range are claimed 
by Egypt, and to the cast of this is situated Bogos, which pretends to not only a species 
of independence, but asserts it has enjoyed a certain protection from us. See one of 
Captain Cameron's despatches of last year. 

By Mr. Consul Stanley, I have written the person in charge at Massowah to send 
at once to Captain Cameron, and I have impressed on him the urgent necessity that he 
should use every endeavour to quit the interior and repair to the coast 

I have, &c. 

(8igncd) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


No. 11. 

Mr. Murray to 8ir J. Emerson Tennent. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 9, 1864. 

1 AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
3rd instant inquiring what reply should be given to Dr. Beke, who has again asked 
whether Iler Majesty’s Consul at Massowah has reported on the trade of Abyssinia, 
and I am to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords of the Committee of 
Privy Council for Trade, that no such report has been received from Consul Cameron. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 12. 

j Earl Russell to Earl Cawley. 

(No. 173.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , February 17, 1864. 

I INCLOSE, for your Excellency’s information, original despatches, as marked in 
the margin,* upon the subject of Abyssinia. 

Your Excellency will return these despatches when read. 

I am, <fec. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 13. 

M. Musurus to Mr. Layard.—(Received February 24.) 

(Particultere.) 

Mon cher Ami, Bryanston Square, le 23 Fevrier , 1864. 

PERMETTEZ-MOl de vous rappeler la dette contractee par Mr. Cameron, Consul 
Britnnnique 6 Massowah, envers quelques negotiants de cette ville sous la responsabilitd 
du Cuirnacum, Pertew EfTendi, et dont je vous ai entretenu derincrement. 

Mr. Cameron, avant sou depart pour Gondar, il y a environ un an et demi, avait 
prie Pertew Etfendi, Caimacam de Massowah, de lui procurer une somtnc de 2,190 talaris 
dont il avail besoin pour see frais de voyage, et pour laauelle il offrait de payer un interfit 
de 2) pour cent par mois. Dt-sireux de lui fetre agrtiiblc, Pertew Etfendi parvint, sous sa 
reftponsabilite personnclle, k engager les ndgociauts de Massowah a avancer cette somme 
k Mr. Cameron, pour quatre mois, et sans aucun int6r6t. Sur le desir exprime par 
Mr. Cameron, Pertew Etfendi fit avancer Ig&Jement k Mr. Walker, k cette Ipoque Vice- 
Consul Britanniquc k Massowah, et plus tard Consul & Tripoli d’Afrique, la somme de 
325 talaris, sur laquellc Mr. Walker a remboured 115 talaris ; de manure que la somme 
ainsi avande k Mr. Cameron et & Mr. Walker s’tievait ensemble k 2,400 talaris. 

Comme, apr&s un dtiai d’un an et demi, oe montant n’avait pas encore et£ rembourse 
aux negociants de Massowah, ces derniers firent de vives remontrances & Pertew Effendi, 
rvclamant de lui des interns d raison de 2 J pour cent par an ; et ce n’est qu’apr£s bien 
des difficult^* que Pertew Efiendi r&issit k determiner les creanciers k se conteater des 
intdrfits de six mois seulement, au taux de 2$ pour cent, soil 330 talaris. Ainsi la dette 
de Mr. Cameron, pour lui-mtine et pour Mr. Walker, envers les negociants de Massowah 
s’eievait, k 1’expiration d’une ann£e et demie, & 2,730 talaris. 

En deduisant de cette somme 400 talaris envoyds deruidrement par Mr. Cameron k 

• Not. 7, 8. tad 10. 
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Pertew Effendi, cette dette k la date des demifcres lettres de ce Calmacum, se trourait 
r^duite k 2,330 talaris, dont Pertew Effendi ddsire obtenir le remboursement complet le 
)lus tAt possible, afin d’etre dtiivd des reclamations et des obsessions des negotiants de 


vous priant de vouloir bien engager Mr. Cameron k hater le payement de la dette 
ontractAe par l’interm&liaire de Pertew Effendi, je saisia, Ac. 

(Signd) 0. MUSURUS. 


En 

qu’il a contracts 


Minute. 


To Captain Cameron and Mr. Walker for explanation. 

February 29, 18G1. J* 


No. 13*. 

Earl Russell to M. Musurus, February , 1864. 


No. 14. 

Earl Cowley to Earl Russell.—(Received February 24.) 

(No. 294.) jji ^ 

My Lord, Paris , February 23, 1864. 

IN your Lordship’s despatch No. 1,230 of the 25th of November last, you inclosed 
copy of a despatch No. 48 of 8tli November, from Mr. Colquhoun to Sir Henry Bulwer, 
in which reference is made to a French expedition under a Count Bisson, which was 
then on its way through Egypt to Abyssinia. I asked some questions at the time of 
M. Drouyn de Lhuys, who assured me that he had never even heard of Count Bisson’s 
name, but he promised that he would make inquiries. 

On the reoeipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 131 of the 4th instant,* inclosing 
further papers on the same subject, I made a Memorandum of Count Bisson’s proceed¬ 
ings, which I placed in M. Drouyn de Lhuys’ hands. His Excellency again assured 
me that he had heard nothing of the individual in question; but he said that as Count 
Bisson seemed to have stated that he was acting with the knowledge of the Imperial 
Government, he would inquire of the Emperor and of the Minister of War whether they 
had any knowledge of the expedition. 

Yesterday his Excellency informed me that the Emperor was in as complete 
ignorance upon the subject as himself. He had not yet heard from the Minister of War. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 15. 

Mr. Murray to Consul Cameron. 

(No. 1.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 29, 1864. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you a copy of a letter from the 
Turkish Minister at this Court,t stating the circumstances under which the Caimacam 
Perteu Effendi obtained for you and Mr. Walker, now British Vice-Consul at Tripoli, a 
loan of money, of which he states the sum of 2,330 talaris still remains unpaid; and I 
am to instruct you to furnish his Lordship with a full explanation of this matter, stating 
the circumstances under which you considered yourself warranted in availing of the 
services of a Turkish official to procure loans of money which has not been repaid. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


* No. ft. 

[73J 


t No. IS. 


D 













10 


No. 16. 

Mr. Murray to Vico-Consul Walker. 


Foreign Office , February 29, 1864. 

9 I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you a copy of a letter from the 
Turkish Minister at this Court,* respecting a loan of money, which the Kaim&kam of 
Massowah, Pertew EfTcndi, obtained for you and Mr. Consul Cameron, and of which it 
is stated that the sum of 2,330 talaris still remains unpaid, and I am to desire that you 
will send his Lordship an explanation of this matter, so far not only as you may be 
concerned, but in regard to the whole matter. 

Iam, Ac. 

(Signed) JAME8 MURRAY. 


No. 17. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received March 8.) 


(No. 22.) 

My Lord, CWr©, February 24, 1864. 

I RECEIVED, some days ago, a packet of letters from Mr. Petherick, under date 

of 4th January. , # t 9 . _ , .. . 

One of these contains a letter of some interest, and I think it right to send it m 
extenso to your Lordship, with its German idioms, such as it reached me. 

Of course, under existing circumstance, I cannot authorize Mr. Petherick to take 
any step, but it may be for your Lordship to consider whether the Resident at Aden, 
Bngadier Merewcther, should not lie instructed to send some person in whom ho has 




d not lie instructed to send some person in whom ho has 

• • « i« • 1 !• 1 1M !_• . TT_ 
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Majesty’s Consul, and any other British subjects. Por this I shall await your Lordship’s 
instructions, which I may receive about mid March. 

I shall inform Mr. Petherick that he need not proceed into Abyssinia; indeed, such 
is the tardiness of communication with Khartoum, that your LordBliip’s wishes will be 
quicker known at Aden than at Kliartoum. 

Your Lordship will, if you approve the suggestion of charging the Resident at 

. • ... .1 _ t' fl !_ I ’ __ ..... lrn/inr nfl.nllia* HAH* T /MvtfiVlin TVl'll 


iment that I should myself do so. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


What instructions ? 


E. HAMMOND. 


Minutes. 


Warn the King through Aden. Instruct Mr. Colquhoun by telegraph. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 17. 

Consul Petherick to Mr. Colquhoun. 

Khartoum , January 4, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you Mr. Haussmann, a missionary direct from the 
camp of King Theodore of Abyssinia,* arrived at this piece on the 31st ultimo. 

The inclosed letter just received from him I consider of so important a nature, 
that with this day’s post I forward it to you with the remark, as Mr. Haussmann s 
duties call him to his post, and he purposes to leave this place for the frontiers of 
Abyssinia very shortly ; if Her Majesty’s Government considers me competent, 1 place 
myself at its disposal for the execution of any mission to the Court of Abyssinia. 

I have, Ac. • 

(Signed) JOHN PETHERICK. 


• No. 13. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 17. 



The Res. C. Haussmann to Consul Petherick. 

Sir, Khartoom, January 4, 1864. 

COMING direct from Abyssinia, where I have been staying for ten months, and 
having witnessed there some very important events which regard Europeans and English 
subjects, I have the honour of laying before you a brief report thereof, which Captain 
Cameron, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, staying in Abyssinia at that 
time, specially requested me to do, as it was impossible for himself to send any written 
communications out of the country. 

Captain Cameron lived at Gondar since the beginning of September 1863, waiting 
for the answer of the English Government to a letter of King Theodore, which letter 
had been sent about nine months before. Before, however, this answer, which was said 
to be on the rood, arrived, some very tragical events happened. The Rev. H. A. 8tern, 
of the London 8ociety for Promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, in September 
1863, left Djenda, a place near Gondar, where his Mission was established, and where 
he had been living for nearly six months, in order to go back to Europe by way of 
Gondar and Massowah. Having stayed at Gondar for some time, he started for Masso¬ 
wah. At Woggere, about two days from Gondar, he passed the King’s camp and went 
to pay the latter a parting visit, the time for which, however, was unhappily chosen, 
it being evening, ana the King having given a great dinner that day. 

Mr. Stem had with him two servants, one of whom wns to serve him os interpreter. 
As the servant, however, understood his business very badly, the King got angiy, and 
ordered the servants to be heated, which was done immediately. Mr. Stern not* being 
able to endure this sight, turned round and bit his Unger, not knowing that this meant 
vengeance in Abyssinia. On this the King ordered him to be lieaten too. The servants 
died of their ill-treatment, wliilst Mr. Stem, though severely wounded, survived and 
was cured afterwards. The King went back to Gondar, where be took Mr. Stem and 
all his servants, all chained.* At Gondar, he liad Mr. Stem’s papere visited, in which 
nothing, however, offensive was found. The King liad hitherto not been Mr. Stem’s 
friend, though he had always treated him as well as the Europeans in general. It is 
however, doubtless, that his suspicions had by somebody been aroused against Mr. Stem 
having not only by words, but ny writing, insulted him. 

Captain Cameron immediately applied to the King, but could not got an interview, 
and having in a letter to the King alluded to the friendship which had hitherto existed 
between Abyssinia and England, got only as an answer, the question—Where are the 
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It is not at all likely that the King will set the prisoners free, nor let the English 
Consul go, until the answer of the English Government to the letters of the King will 
have arrived. Further, I allow myself the remark that any forcible means to get the 
liberty of the prisoners, the missionaries, and the Consul, for even the latter is scarcely 
better than the prisoners, will, in my opinion, and in that of every European in 
Abyssinia, the Consul included, prove highly dangerous for the surety and even lives 
of them. The King will prove desperate, and, as he is the absolute Ruler of his 
country, and the Europeans there actually in his power, peaceable means will, no 
doubt, prove more successful. For the present, the King will not likely go to the 
utmost, but he may do anything. I am not sure, but it is probable, that by some rich 
presents given to the King, and accompanied with friendly words, this awkward affair 
might be turned to a good end. 

I have to mid that it was understood the King would not let any letters touching 
his person or political affairs leave the country. For that reason it was impossible for 
the Consul to write himself. I know that in September some letters of the Consul 
were arrested on the road, whether on order of the King, or only by provincial 
authorities, I am not aware. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) C. F. HAUSSMANN, Missionary at Oalabat. 


No. 18. 

Earl Russell to Mr. Colquhoun . 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 9, 1864. 

REQUEST the Resident at Aden to avail himself of any means that he may have 
for applying to King Theodore for the immediate release of Her Majesty’s Consul, and 
any other British subjects who may Ik; detained by him against their will, and for per¬ 
mission for their return to Mnssowah. The R^idcnt should warn the King that his 
refusal to comply with this demand will produce a very unfavourable impression on 
the British Government, which may result in serious consequences to himself. 


No. 19. 

Earl Russell to Mr. Colquhoun. 

(No. 10.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 9, 1864. 

I 11 A'V E received your despatch No. 22 of the 21th of February,* and its inclosures, 
from which it appears that Mr. Consul Cameron and other Europeans are detained by 
King Theodore as prisoners. 

I have to instruct you to communicate as soon as possible with the Resident at 
Aden, through which place you scorn to be of opinion that communications may most 
surely Ik? sent to Abyssinia, and to request him to apply to King Theodore for the 
immediate release of Mr. Cameron, and of any other British subjects whom he may 
hold under restraint, and for permission for their immediate departure for Massowah. 

The Resident should plainly intimate to the King that, if he hesitates to comply 
with this demand, he will incur the very serious displeasure of the British Government, 
the consequences of which may involve him in great embarrassment, and shake the 
authority which he at present exercises in Abyssinia. 

Although 1 can only instruct you to demand as of right the release of British 
subjects, yet the Resident* of Aden, should use his best exertions to induce the King to 
set at liberty any other Europeans who may be detained in his dominions against their 

will. . tat , 

If any other opportunity should offer itself for communicating directly with King 
Theodore on the matter, you will of course avail yourself of it. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUS8ELL. 


No. 17. 
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No. 20. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received March 28.) 

(No. 25.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 17, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 13 of the 25th ultimo, respecting the expedition of Count Bisson, and inclosing a 
letter from Earl Cowley, wherein his Excellency informs Her Mmcsty’s Government 
of the ignorance of the Emperor and of M. Drouyn de Lhuys of all knowledge of the 
mission in question. 

I have thought it necessary to inform the Viceroy of the circumstance. His 
Highness told me that the expedition was in an unhealthy and demoralised condition, 
uncertain as to what their movements were to bo. 

These facts arc corroborated by a despatch just received from Mr. Petheriok, 
which I inclose, of the tenor of which I shall inform the Viceroy, warning him against 
any aggressive acts against Abyssinia, or sanctioning any acts on the part of Count 
Bisson which may lead to razzias against tho unoffending populations. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosure in No. 20. 

Consul Petherick to Mr. Colquhoun. 

8ir, Khartoum, January 12, 1864. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 23rd November last, I now have tho 
honour to inform you that General do Bisson left this place on the 4th instant, with 
the intention of proceeding to Kassala, where he intends to establish himself, at least 
for some time. 

Two of his men died here, and a great number of the men, viz., one-third thereof, 
were suffering from agues. A spirit of dissatisfaction liad seized them, and it is 
believed insubordination will take place at no distant period. 

Whatever the intention of the Egyptian Government towards tho invasion of 
Abyssinia might have been, I liave reason to know Moosa Pasha at Berber, on his 
return from Egypt, received instructions countermanding offensive measures; and for 
the present there is no indication of attempt in that quarter. 

The Governor-General, Moosa Pasha, a few days ago, with a considerable military 
force, has left this, and taken a different direction,* viz., south, on the left Nile bank, 
with a view, in every probability, of the execution of a razzia against the Bagara Arabs, 
for the purpose of obtaining cattle. 

General de Bisson was to join the Egyptian invading force against Abyssinia, iB 
now diverting his attention towards Bogos, with a view to agricultural pursuits. But 
in order to supply himself with labourers and cattle, it is his intention to undertake 
razzias against negro populations, with, perhaps, the assistance of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment. 

In conclusion, I liave the honour to inform you I have this day informed, by 
despatch in the charge of M. Haussman, the Consul of Abyssinia of the above 
purport. 

M. Haussman proceeds to his station at Galabat, and, according to circumstances, 
will be guided with regard to Ills entering Abyssinia. But, at all events, he will take 
measures to forward my despatch. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN PETHERICK. 
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No. 21. 

Earl Russell to Earl Cowley, 


(No. 322.; 

My Lord, Foreign Office , March 30, 1864. 

I INCL08E, for your Lordship's information, copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's 
Consul-General in Egypt,* upon the subject of the Count de Bisson’s expedition to 
Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 22. 

Vice-Consul Walker to Earl Russell.—(Received April 7.) 

My Lord, Tripoli. March 23, 1864. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Murray’s despatch dated 
February 29th, with inclosure, requesting a full explanation respecting a loon of money, 
borrowed from Perti Effendi, Kaimaknm of Maasowah, by Captain Cameron and myself. 

The whole of the transaction I will endeavour to explain to your Lordship. 

Captain Cameron, on his departure to his post, via Aden, “ being unacquainted with 
Massowah,” omitted taking the necessary precaution of appointing an Agent there, through 
whom he could negotiate his bills. On his departure to the interior of Abyssinia, he 
was under the necessity of borrowing a loan from the Governor of Massowah to 
prosecute his journey; the exact sum I do not exactly know, as 1 was not officially made 
acquainted with the transaction, but from hearsay I believe it amounted to 400/. 

Captain Cameron left me in charge of the Consulate, “ a private agreement existing 
between us ” that I should receive 150/. per annum for my services, and 50/. for the 
contingent expenses of the Consulate, which sum Captain Cameron authorised me 
from tune to time to draw from the Governor of Maasowah, making an agreement to that 
elFect with his Excellency till an arrangement was made to negotiate his bills through 
a Parsee at Aden, writing at the same time to Mr. Ilertslct, liis Agent in the Foreign 
Office, to honour my bills ; not receiving any letters from England, and being utterly 
without funds, I was compelled to take advantage of this agreement. 

Ou my departure to Tripoli, I received a letter from Mr. Ilertslet authorising mo to 
draw on him for the above-mentioned sum ; but having repaid myself from the Pasha 
I informed Mr. Hertslet of the fact. The sum of 115 dollars I reimbursed to the 
Governor from time to time out of money arriving for Consul Cameron per Banian 
ships from Aden. I must beg to inform your Lordship that I was not aware that the 
various loans lent by the Pasha were borrowed from the Banians of the Island, but was 
under the impression it was from the Governor’s privy purse. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) E. H. WALKER. 


Minute. 

This seems to exonerate Mr. Walker, but not Captain Cameron,t and it may be a 
uiioption whether his official allowances should not be made to meet the debt. 

1 J. MURRAY. 


To wait till Captain Cameron’s explanation arrives. A. L. COLE8. 


No. 23. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received April 7.) 

(No. 28.) . - . _ ■ 

My Lord, Cairo, March 26, 1864. 

YOUR Lordship’s message of the 9th instant in cypher, and your despatches 
Nos. 15 and 16, all reached me on the 20th. 

The Calcutta mail haring been detained two days, owing to the non-amval of the 
boat from Southampton, I was able to avail myself of that day’s departure, and write to 

• No. 20. f Sm Mr. Hert*lrt’« Memorandum of February 7,1866. 


the Political Resident at Aden, Brigadier Merewether, in the sense instructed by your 
Lordship, and sent him extract from your Lordship’s despatch to serve for the guidance 
of the person whom the Resident might send to the interior of Abyssinia. I requested 
the Resident to inform me by the earliest opportunity of the steps he might adopt for 
carrying out your Lordship's wishes. 

I have at present no other means of oommunieating directly with Abyssinia, but 
should such occur, I will not fhil to do so. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


No. 24. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received April 18, 1864.) 

(No. 14.) 

My Lord, Djenda , July 1, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I have been engaged in the discharge of my 
duties as Consul of Abyssinia, during the quarter ended yesterday. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 25. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—{Received April 18, 1864.) 

(No. 15.) 

My lord, Djenda , July 1, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the newly appointed French Consul for 
Massowah, M. Lejean, arrived here in December last, and presented himself at King 
Theodore’s camp in Godjarn. 

He was received with a salute of three cannon, but no escort was sent out to meet 

him. 

M. Lejean presented a letter from the Emperor Napoleon, offering the King the 
friendship of France. 

On delivering it, he expressed regret that France had l)een deceived into supporting 
the late Pretender, Agou Negoosio, and laid the blame at the door of the Roman Catholic 
Mission at Massowah. 

On the King’s leaving for the interior of Godjarn, he gave M. Ijcjean the option of 
going to Massowah, or accompanying his own expedition for scientific purposes. 

M. Lejean accepted the latter. 

Everything went on well till, on the march, M. Lejean suddenly changed his mind, 
and appearing before the King in uniform, demanded permission to go to Massowah. 

The King refused, on the ground that the road was infested by rebels, and dan¬ 
gerous, which was true. 

M. Ixjean, in spite of this, attempted to leave, and the Emperor had him fastened 
with an iron chain for a whole day. 

He was then ordered to go to Gaffat, on the western frontier, where he is now under 
surveillance, but with permission to explore as he pleases in the neighbourhood. 

He is to be kept there until an answer arrives to the King’s letter to Napoleon, 
already reported to have left this in November last. 

A certain Dr. Lag&rde afterwards arrives with a sealed letter, the contents of 
which I hope soon to furnish. 

He interceded, by order, for the influence of King Theodore, on behalf of the 
Roman Catholic Missionaries shut up in the Galla country, but His Majesty replied 
that he could do nothing at such a dikance. 

Dr. Lagarde was at first attached to the King’s camp, when he effected a cure on 
the queen, but has since left, by permission, for Gaffat, where there are several Protes¬ 
tant lay Missionaries settled. He was very ill with dysentery. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 
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No. 26. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received April 18, 1864.) 

(So. 16.) 

My Lord, Djenda, August 15, 1863. 

WITH reference to my despatch of 20th May last,* in closing letters to the Consul- 
General of Alexandria, I have the honour to state that I found the Abyssinian frontier 
on the Matemma side in the confusion I had anticipated. 

The Pasha of Soudan had been there with an army of 14,000 men, avowedly with 
the object of tempting King Theodore to open an attack. 

Fortunately the latter did not accept the challenge, and the Pasha retired, after 
having made an unimportant descent on the country occupied by the Shindy Chief, 
Wud Nimmer. 

Wud Nimmer is the son of the well-known Nimmer, or “the Panther,” who 
burnt alive the son of Mohammed Ali, Ismail Pasha, on the occasion of his great 
invasion of Nubia. 

Ho inherits the hatred of his sire towards the Turks, and renders himself formid¬ 
able to the Arabs under Egypt by his predatory attacks. 

His country has been for the last four years tributary to Abyssinia, and he is said 
to be furnished with a contingent of 500 Abyssinian soldiers to support him in his 
forays. 

The Pasha, before leaving Matemma, sent a letter to King Theodore, informing 
him tliat, unless Wud Nimmer was either given up or held in check, there would be 
war between the two countries. 

Wud Nimmer is at present in hiding in the territory between the Barca, the 
Egyptian Arabs, and Abyssinia. 

King Theodore, since I left Bogos, has been plundering the Barca tribes under 
Egypt, under pretence of levying tribute. 

The account, taking into consideration the incursions from the Egyptian side on 
Abyssinia, already reported by me, seems thus pretty fairly balanced between the two 
parties. 

Having done my best to point out their duty to the Egyptian Chiefs, and his best 
interests to His Majesty, I see no possibility of interfering further with good effect. 

I am here, awaiting replies to my despatches of 31st October last, so that I may 
communicate the result to the King at once, and leave. 

I may add that King Theodore; after waiting more than a year for the appreciation 
of a merciful Proclamation, issued by him when I was with him at Debra Mai, has at 
last made a rapid movement against the rebel at Godjam, and he killed 15,000 of his 
soldiers. 

The latter, however, still muster about 24,000. 

A minor rebel has also been crushed. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 27. 




Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received April 21.) 

(No. 40.) 

My Lord, Cairo , April 11,1864. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 28 of the 26th of March, wherein I reported 
having requested the Resident at Aden to take measures for conveying to Abyssinia 
your Lordship’s instructions respecting the detention of Her Majesty’s Consid by King 
Theodore, I nave now the honour to inclose copy of Colonel Merewethcr’s despatch 
received this day. The Resident liaving no vessel at his command, has communicated 
with Bombay, and awaits instructions. 

By to-day's mail I forwarded to the Resident a Memorial from Mrs. Stern to 
King Theodore respecting the imprisonment of her husband, the missionary, which the 
Resident will send when he forwards the other documents to Abyssinia. 

I would venture to call your Lordship’s attention to the circumstance of the 
Resident at a place like Aden, having no vessel at his disposal. The “ Victoria ” is 
away, aiding in laying down the cable between Seindc and the Persian Gulf. Colonel 
Merewether, in a second letter just received, remarks that had he possessed the 
“ Victoria,” there would have been little use in sending her to Massowah, excepting 

• See Pirt I, No. 833. 



to get intelligence, as a threatening letter carried by an unarmed steamer would do 
more harm than good. 

Mr. Speedy appears to have left Massowah about the 18th of January, without 
finally communicating with Captain Cameron; but he showed the Resident a letter 
from the latter (date not given), in which there was no mention of any difficulties 
with the King I myself rather incline to the Khartoum Report, as Captain Cameron 
may not have had the means open of communicating with his residence at Massowah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosure in No. 27. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Colquhoun. 

8lrf T TTAVTT , Jdm > March 1864. 

. * JtT a , ckno y led ^ the raeipt, by the Calcutta steamer, of your 

letters dated the 20th of March, and to inform you that copies of them go to Bombay 

by the mad expected to pass two days hence. 6 * 

~ " tk ‘ rl y unab !° k do anything in the case you mention; there is no 

Government steam-vessel in the harbour and no man-of-war on the Station. The 
Hornet which was here for a short time, has been recalled to Bombay, and is not, 
as far as I know, to be replaced. J 

, I ,T oul . d . be ^. to point °ut that T have, properly speaking, nothing whatever to 
\f JUl 1 , Ab r r i T:| th0U ^ ‘ aIwa >' 8 ready to afford every assistance in my power to Her 
^7/#ho herG ^ D for * lt would on, y be in a very Extreme case, 

a -.u ny d, « IK>Wl1 ’ that 1 8hould be justified in interfering in the 
d&irs of that country, without first seeking instructions from the Government under 
wincn i am serving. 

4. These instructions have now been asked for; and the means, if I am to act. 
On receipt of the former, they shall be promptly communicated to you. 

, Jr am extremely astonished to hear the rejiorts you had received from Khartoum : 
Cantoir, r»m nd ° f 8 P wd y» who had been acting as Vice-Consul for 

&^fT a n pZ T ^n^.^Zrio a n: and WUe " ^ ’ eft n ° thin ^ h * teVCT had 

»* iSf® 1 to > lavo to mention that complaints hare been sent to me from people 
** ■', SS f wah on toe subject of money owed to them by Captain Cameron, and their 

to ' J n T, Wrl !‘' rR wpre refem * i to toe legitimate channel. It 
out of the ak™ ^nlion has arisen from circumstance, arising 

I liave, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 28. 

Dr. Beke to Earl Russell.—{Received April 29.) 

My 11, Austin Friars , April 28. 1864. 

dato oftlto li! of respectfully informing your Lordship that shortly after the 

^h«l occurrences in Abyssinia, of which intelligence hL alrmdy 

? d T rtmcnt > a mes8en !tor arrived at Oondar from Massowali 
’"to toto >rs whlch been received from Europe. ' 

feU into thehalJT. rftTT** at that tim «, th e whole of those letters 

that l’l hp ,s d of toe Who had them translated to him ; and I regret to say 

tom forttorith e to 1 Waso “® fr ^ m Lordship’s department to Consul Camer,^ordering 
h» T thC C ? Urt and T tUrn *° his Consulate at Massowah, than wide? 
Wh?e ! hamiened more unfortunately at that particular juncture. 
mil ! Cameron Hl11 *>ave been permittol by Kins Theodore to obey 

a °^ere is, at the least, questionable. At aU events, it is not Improbable 
that some tone will elapse before that officer will be able to communicate tXVom 

baa, I.hpS’^wKrT^ ly,Wh0m Snch “*’ of thp C "to, 


F 






r t 


a 




K-* 


life. 
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The Eev. Mr. Stem’. «®tenee of death has been commuted for imprisonment for 


The deep interest I hare so long felt in everything affecting the relations tetvreen 
■Pnfflaml ancF Abyssinia, and my sense of the importance of keeping your Lordship 
advis'd of all thaifoccurs in that remote country will, I trust, afford a sufficient apology 
for the present communication. Ihaye ^ 

(Signed) ’CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 29. 


Mr. CoiyuAoun to Bari Ruutll—(Received May 7.) 

tN°- 69 -> Cairo, April 28, 1864. 

y I 1UVE this instant received the annexed l^ fro “ t Colone i i ^l et S 
Political Resident at Aden. The inclosed does not bear date nor signature, >ut 

Immu^^h the Vi<*roy on the subject of the party under Om^ 
a private letter from his wife, or he would, under other em'umstanees, and when wearing 

t sft 

knowledge, and X, therefore, have ventured to toansoitbc it. ^ 

(Signed) VC ’ ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 29. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Colquhoun. 

_ . . Aden, April 21, 1864. 

M> INCLOSEu'u'thc’latest inteUigmoe fimm trtmh^dly^onflrms the 

rePOrt M f S C Sdt ^\Kra££5 Xr° f ifadSd, left Mass^h m 

Mr. spoecij, i y ou will very probably be acquaint* d with 

her. , , 1 from Bombay vet, but trust the incoming mail, 

£L Xit Utt^SinTLren refers to in his note to Mr. Speedy; perhaps King 
Theodore has written to you. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 

, :j i 


Inclosure 2 in No. 29. 
Latest Intelligence from Abyssinia. 


THE country is in a state of revolution; the Abyspinians fight amongst themselves 
for about tat or nteen dap every month; trade is dull> A party of 200 Europeans of 
different i Minin headed dv Omer Pasha, a Turkish officer in the pay of Ismail Pacha, 
the VicemBof Egypt, landed on the Abyssinian coast about five months ago; they are 
now redurtpto about forty, and at present are located at Cassara or Cassilla,* but are to 
move nearer Massowah in a few days. The purpose of this party was to ascertain the 
strength of King Theodore’s force, so as to calculate what number of troops would be 
required to subjugate the country. King Theodore beard of this, and prevented the 
party fillfilling its mission. It was also reported to the King that the English and 
French were m conjunction with the Turks to take the oountry from him. It was 
reported the French Consul was in irons for twenty-four hours, but obtained his release 
by having prevailed upon the King to give him a number of soldiers to fight the 
intruders at Cassara or Cassilla. When he arrived near Cassara, he left the soldiers in 
the lurch, and made his escape tid Neemur. He is supposed to bo on his way to Suez. 
Everybody at Massowah knew that Captain Cameron, Mr. Stern, and several other 
European gentlemen were in irons, and had been for some time. The inclosed pencil 
note, with copy attached, contains a list of the gentlemen who are in irons, and those 
who arc at work. It was given by the Pasha of Massowah; ho received it on the 
21st of March. Another of the same tenor and date, initialled C. D. C.,+ arrived at 
Massowah on the 13th instant. The messenger was eleven days on the journey. He 
received the note from an English lady two days before be started on bis journey. He 
had a veri»l message to the Paslia, asking the Pasha to write a letter to the King, as 
there will be no release until the King receives a letter. A letter received on the 13th 
instant, by Mr. Delmonte, the senior Roman-Catholic priest at Massowah, from a brother 
priest at Cassara or Cassilla, contained the news that the Consul and others liati been 
taken out of irons, hut still remained prisoners. Messrs. Stem and Flad are said to be 
English missionaries; Mr. Bardel, a French missionaiy; Mr. Cairnes, a German 
missionary. Regarding the other gentlemen, no information could be obtained. 


Copy of Pencil Note (having Mr. Cameron's initials ). 

Myself, 8tem, Rosenthal, Cairnes, Bardel, McCravie, and McKilvie are all 
chained here. Elad, Staiger, Brandeis, and Cornelius sent to Duffat, to work for the 
King. No release until civu answer to King’s letter arrives. Mrs. Elad, Mr. Rosenthal, 
and children, all of us well. Write this to Aden, and Mrs. Stem, 10, Lincoln’s-Inn 
Fields. 

To C. Speedy, Esq., Massowah. 

Gondar, February 14, 1863.* 1 


No. 30. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Bcke. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 4, 1864. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
28th ultimo, relative to the atlairs of Abyssinia, and I am to convey to you the thanks 
of his Lordship for the information furnished therein. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


• Kiuilt on the March.—H. G. C. 

X Ste in trig. 


f Cameron.—R. G. C. 
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No. 31. 

Afr. Merit ale to Mr. Hammond .—( Received May 11 .) 


India Office , May 11, 1864. 

MR. MERIVALE presents lii» compliment* to Mr. Hammond, and begs to return 
the inclosed papere relating to the affairs of Abyssinia, which were sent to tins office for 
perusal.* 


Minute. 

To go by. Mr. Murray says nothing to be done on this. 

A. L. COLES. 


No. 32. 

Lord Shaftesbury to Earl Russell.—(Received May 16.) 


Dear Russell, May 15, 1864. 

IT may not be possible to do anything, but this letter is worth looking at. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) SHAFTESBURY. 

P.S.—I bad rather be the King of Abyssinia than the King of Prussia. 

S. 


Inclosure in No. 32. 

Mrs. Stem to Lord Shaftesbury. 

My Lord, 73, Sussex Road., Holloway , May 14, 1864. 

YESTERDAY I received a letter direct from Aden, giving me a copy of the slip 
of paper written by Captain Cameron to Mr. Speedy, with the addition of a few words 
which were omitted in my letter of last week; but as they seem to me so very im- 

r rtant, nay, the very thing on which the release of the unfortunate prisoners depends, 
take the lilierty of sending them to your Lordship. They are as follows:—“ No 
release until civil answer to King’s letter arrives.” No doubt the Foreign Office have 
had a copy, and will, I (snruestly pray, be guided aright in all they do in this unhappy 
affair. 

I beg your Lordship will not trouble yourself to answer this note, as I know your 
Lordship's time is very valuable. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) CHARLOTTE E. 8TE11N. 


Minutes. 

Is there; any letter of the King of Abyssinia unanswered ? 

R. 


Cousul Cameron’s imprisonment. “No release until civil answer to King’s letter 
arrives.” Answer to Lord Russell’s query, “ Is there any letter of the King of 
Abyssinia unanswered ?” 


Yes. The letter sent herewith, which was inclosed in Consul Cameron’s despatch 
No. 18, of the 31st of October, 1862, received February 12tli, 1863. 

• Consul C amor on. No. 18, October SI, 1862. Inclosing letter from King Theodore to the Queen. Sent to 
India Office, May 5, 1863. 
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Consul Cameron’s proceedings in Abyssinia were considered likely to prove em¬ 
barrassing to Her Majesty’s Government, and he was told, in answer to his No. 18 
(inclosing the letter to the Queen), and to several other despatches^ that it was not 
desirable for Her Majesty's Agents to meddle in the affairs of Abyssinia, and that he 
would have done better if he had returned to his post at Massowah, when the King 
told him to do so; and he was ordered to return at once and remain at Massowah until 
ftirther orders. No notice beyond this was to be taken of his despatches. 

Consul Cameron’s despatch No. 18 of 1862, which was a narrative of his visit to, 
and stay with, the King of Abyssinia, was, with its inclosures, including the letter from 
King Theodore to the Queen, sent to the India Office, May 5th, 1863, and it was not 
returned till the 11th instant, without any comment being made upon it. 

I)r. Beke states in a letter dated the 28th ultimo, that the above-mentioned 
despatch, ordering Mr. Cameron to leave King Theodore’s Court, with others, fell into 
the King of Abyssinia’s hands, who had them translated, “than which,” he says, 
“ nothing could have happened more unfortunately at that particular picture.” 

A. L. COLES. 

Foreign Office, May 16, 1864. 


I send to your Lordship herewith an answer to your inquiry whether any letter 
from the King of Abyssinia remains unanswered; but I am very much at a loss to 
know wliat to suggest in regard to procuring the release of Captain Cameron and other 
Europeans who an* kept as prisoners by the King. 

You will recollect we always feared Captain Cameron would involve us in trouble, 
and that consequently we ordered him long ago to return to, and to remain at, Massowah, 
but there is mucli reason to doubt whether Cameron ever received those instructions, 
and even if he did whether he had the power to act upon them. 

Meanwhile we are in this difficulty tliat we can scarcely leave him to his fate at 
Gondar without attempting his rescue, and yet it is almost impossible to see how to 
secure it. 

The only suggestion that I can make is to ask the India Office whether they can 
assist us in this matter through some of their Agents in the East (at Aden or elsewhere), 
who are conversant with the native character, and who might lie authorized to spend 
some money in effecting the object. Force is of course out of the question, and the 
condition imjiosod by the King of Abyssinia of our receiving an Embassy from him has 
already been objected to, and could scarcely be countenanced, seeing that we should 
have to j»ay the whole of their expenses. 

Dr. Beke offered to go, but would it lie right to risk the detention of additional 
Europeans ? 

May 18, 1864. J. M. 


8inee the nliovc was written the accompanying letter has come from Dr. Beke, 
dated to-dnv.* 

J. M. 


Further Memorandum respecting the State of Affairs in Abyssinia , and the Imprisonment of 
the British Consul, Captain Cameron , and others , by King Theodore. 

ATTENTION was drawn in the Memorandum of the 11th of June last to the fact TTsm" 

that Consul Cameron had transmitted to this country, so far back as the 31st of October, pJTu! 1 * M 
1862, a letter from the King of Abyssinia to Her Majesty the Queen, and that the 
letter had been sent to the India Office in original for perusal in May 1863, as forming 
an inclosure in Consul Cameron’s despatch No. 18. 

That despatch, with the letter from the King inclosed, was only returned by the Mr. cotahoon. No. 
India Office, without comment, on the lltli instant; but it would appear tliat the King Mr 22 cSub!ln ,8 No 
of Abyssinia has taken great offence at not having received any reply to his letter (in i»i aJhj m/imJ. 
which he proposed to send an Embassy to this country), and that Consul Cameron and ! 

several other British subjects (missionaries and others) have in consequence been 
subjected to very cruel treatment, and are still detained at Gondar as prisoners under 
surveillance. 

Before, however, proceeding to descrilx? the position of Consul Cameron and the 
other prisoners, it may be useful, as bearing on the present question, to state what 
befell the French Consul, M. Lejean, only a few months previously. 

• No. 33. 


[73] 
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Coanl Cm i w , No. 
15} July 1. IMS. 
(lUnoWed April IS, 
1864.) 

ComuICu aor on. No. 
18* Oet2, 1863- 


From Uuron Gro«, 
October 7, 1863. 

To Conaul Ctnaron, 
No. 6i Oct. 15,1863. 
( omul Cameron, No. 
18; Oct. 2, 1H63. 
(Received February 
6, 1864.) 


V x>nean arrived at King Theodore’s camp in December, 1862 J and the circum¬ 
stance* attending hi* visit are thus described by Consul Cameron, from an account 

furnished to him by a German missionary :— _ . wrno 

" He (M. Lejcan) was received with a salute of three cannons, but no escort 

* CIlt “ M^eon presented a letter from the Emperor Napoleon, offering the King 

thC expressed regret that Franc* had ^nd^ivedmtosnp^ 

ing the late Pretender, Ogoo Negusi, and laid the blame at the door of the Roman 

Catholic Bishop at Massowah. , ,, T . nnf : OT . 

“ On the King’s leaving for the interior of Godjam he gave M. Igean^ the < 

of going to Massowah, or accompanying his own expedition for scientific purpc* s. 

" Everytfdng^veid'on* ill, on the march, M. Lejcan suddenly changed his 

mind, and, appearing before the King in uniform, demanded permiss.on to go to 

Tim Kin? ro(lMcd , on th0 ground that the road was infested with rebels, and 

this, attempted to leave, and the Emperor had him 

fastened with an iron chain for a whole day. ._, . 

“ lie was then ordered to go to Gaffat, on the western ^^J^h^urho^d 
under surveillance, but with permission to explore as he pleases m 

“ He is to lie kept there until an answer arrives to the King s letter to INapoieon, 

already renorted to have left this in November last. , . . » 

“A certain Dr. Lagarde afterwards arrive<l with a scaled letter, the contents of 

which I hope soon to furnish.” 

As soon as news reached this country of M. Mean’s first detention, Consul Cuneron 
was instructed at the request of the French Ambassador in London, to use lus good 
offices, should he be ablo to do so, properly and with due discretion, m order to procure 

for M. Lejean lilierty to return to Massowah. _ _ 

In a subsequent despatch Consul Cameron, writing on the mmc subject rays 
•< Kinir Theodore’s language to M. Lejean was violent and abusive. M. L^ean 
was chained, I am told, not for trying to leave the camp contrary to the lung » 
hut for forcing himself into Ilia Majesty’s presence without the usual .formalities, and 
with his sword on—the latter a serious breach of Abyssinian etiquette. 

Consul Cameron then reported that King Theodore’s messenger to Franco had 
returned with a reply to His Majesty's letter, and that all the Europeans, himself 
included, were summoned to Gondar. 

On the arrival at Gondar they were all, with the exception of the French Consul 
and the medical gentleman who accompanied him, Dr. Lagarde, called upon to a P?*“ 
before the King to hear a complaint made by the King’s messenger, M. Bardel, against 

M they were assembled the King informed them that he had received a letter 

from the Emperor of France, which he gave Consul Cameron to read aloud, alt< r which 
His 1 Maiestv 'addressed them, and said that the letter in question was wanting in 
respect, and that he considered himself slighted. The grounds Ills Majestj advanced 

l^That'lus messenger had been refused sustenance at the hands of the French 

Government. ^ ^ ^ m ^ 0TVi \ his letter directly hut through a servant. 

3. That the answer had not the Emperor’s seals on its face. 

4. That the French traveller, M. d’Abbadie, had represented him as a mere 
brigand to the Emperor Napoleon, and that the French Foreign Minister had expressed 
this view, without contradiction, in the Emperor’s presence, to lus Majesty * nms^nger. 

The King, it. appears, considered the neglect of his messenger, and the style and 
form of the letter from France as further expressions of this opimon; and enquired of 
M Lejean whether the Emperor acknowledged him a* King of Abyssinia or not, to 
which inauirv M Lejean gave “ moderate and conciliatory explanations 

Consul Cameron then went on to say that His Majesty afterwards adverted to the 
charge brought by his servant against M. Lejean, and requested the Euro^an*p^t 
to settle it, which they adjourned to do by bringing the two persons together, the re. 
of which was that an outward reconciliation was effected, and the French Consul sent 
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in word to the King that it would appear that he had been misinformed in regard to 
certain charges. 

The King’s answer was that M. Lejean should leave; but he replied that he 
had communications regarding His Majesty's projected Embassy to make from his 
Government. 

The King, however, refused to see him, saving that ho had not applied as a 
mendicant to the Emperor Napoleon ; that he had wanted Christian friendship as from 
one King to another; that it had been refused; and that M. Lejean might return to 
his master. 

M. Lejean accordingly quitted Gondar. 

Tliis news reached England on the 6th of February last, and on the same day a Mr Coiq«kou B , N*. 
despatch was received from Mr. Colquhoun, stating that he had been informed by a French 15 ' J “' iX IHr,4 ‘ 
gentleman who had been with M. Le Jean, the French Consul in Abyssinia, that “in 
the last days of September Captain Cameron was still at Gondar, he could not sav a 
prisoner of King Theodore, but that His Majesty declined to allow him to quit that 
place.” 

Consul Cameron stated in his despatch No. 16 of the 15th August, 1863 (hut which Com«i Camma. No. 
did not reach this office till the 18th of April last), “ 1 am here ” (at Djenda, close to Sj 
Gondar), “awaiting replies to my despatches of the 31st of October ” (one of which, No. 18, , “ 6< ) 

inclosed the letter of King Theodore to Her Majesty, and to which no reply has yet been 
returned), “ so that I may communicate the result to the King at once, and leave.” 

On the 8th of March last a further despatch was received from Mr. Colquhoun, Mr ' MmSm* n*. 
which inclosed the following copy of a letter from Mr. llAussmann, missionary at *•» i*. m, hm. 
Galabat, to Consul Petherick at Khartoum, giving an account of the detention of 
Consul Cameron, and the ill-treatment of the ltev. Mr. Stem and other missionaries by 
King Theodore:— 

“ Coming direct from Abyssinia, where I have been staying for ten months, and 
having witnessed there some very important events which regard Europeans and English 
subjects, I have the honour of laying before yon a brief report thereof, which Captain 
Cameron, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, staying in Abyssinia at that 
time, specially requested me to do, as it was impossible for himself to send any written 
communications out of the country. 

“ Captain Cameron lived at Gondar since the beginning of September 1863, waiting 
for the answer of the English Government to the letter of King Theodore, which 
letter had been sent about nine months before. 

“ Before, however, this answer, which was said to be on the road, arrived, some 
very tragical events happened. The Rev. II. A. Stem, of the London Society for 
Promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, in September 1863 left Djenda, a place near 
Gondar, where his Mission was established, and where he had l>een living for nearly six 
months, in order to go back to Europe by way of Gondar and Massowah. Having 
stayed at Gondar for some time lie started for Massowah. At Woggere, about two 
day9 from Gondar, be passed the King’s camp, and went to pay the latter a parting ; 

visit; the time for which, however, was unhappily chosen, it being evening, and the 
King having given a great dinner that day. 

“ Mr. Stem had with him two servants, one of whom was to serve him ns inter¬ 
preter. As the servant, however, understood his business very badly, the King got 
angry, and ordered the servants to lie beaten, which was done immediately. Mr. Stem, 
not being able to endure this sight, turned round and bit his finger, not knowing that 
this meant vengeance in Abyssinia. On this the King ordered him to be beaten too. 

The servants died of their ill-treatment, whilst Mr. Stern, though severely wounded, 
survived, and was cured afterwards. 

“ The King went hack to Gondar, where he took Mr. Stern and all his servants, 
all chained. At Gondar he had Mr. Stem’s pajiers visited, in which nothing, however, 
offensive was found. The King had hitherto not been Mr. Stem’s friend, though he bad 
always treated him as well as the Europeans in general. It is, however, doubtless that 
his suspicions had by somebody been aroused against Mr. Stem’s having not only by 
words but by writing insulted him. 

“ Captain Cameron immediately applied to the King but could not get an inter¬ 
view, and having in a letter to the King alluded to the friendship which had hitherto 
existed between Abyssinia and England, got only as an answer to the question ‘ Where 
are the proofs of that friendship?’ (meaning thereby the answer to his letters to the 
English Government). Henceforth the King cut off any direct intervention of the 
Consul in the affair, and unhappily the Treaty existing between England and Abyssinia 
did not give him any legal authority, he not being recognized Consul of Abyssinia. 
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“ Borne days afterwards a second visitation of Mr. Stern’s papers was made, and at 
that time several remarks were found against the King by wliich the latter was highly 
offended. Likewise amongst his papers there were found some of Mr. Rosenthal, 
missionary at Djenda, with remarks as offensive as those of Mr. Stem. The conse¬ 
quence of this was that Mr. Stem’s feet were put in chains, and the King’s suspicions 
were aroused against the other Europeans at Pjenda. 

“Some days afterwards, November 11, a considerable military force appeared at 
Pjonrla, and made all the Europeans, amongst whom I was myself, [prisoners]. We 
were brought to Gondar with all our property. The King ordered immediately 
Mr. Itosentlial to Ikj put in heavy chains, whilst he set us at liberty the following day, 
keeping, however, back our papers. 

“ Some days afterwards a Council took place, the King having summoned all 
Europeans present in Abyssinia, and liaving promised that they should be Judges. 
This promise was, however, not fulfilled, and thus no result attained by the Council. 
The only hope was put in the arrival of the long-expected English letters, which arrived 
the day after the Council, hut as these letters did not contain any answer for the King, 
not only tin* fate of the prisoners was not changed, but the Consul himself put in a 
very awkward position to the King, which was enhanced still more by the rumours 
generally spread then that two Egyptian armies were approaching to the Abyssinian 
frontiers. 

“ When I left Gondar, the 26th November* the King having given leave to me to 
go, 1 left the Consul and all the missionary* living in the camp of the King, and 
Messrs. Stem and Rosenthal still prisoners. I arrived at my missionary station the 
5th December, and the 30th December at Khartoum. 

It is not at nil likely that the King will set the prisoners free nor let the English 
Consul go until the answer of the English Government to the letters of the King will 
have arrived. Further, 1 allow myself the remark that any forcible means to get the 
lil>erty of the prisoners, the missionaries and the Consul—for even the latter is scarcely 
better than the prisoners—will, in my opinion and in that of every European in 
Abyssinia, the Consul included, prove highly dangerous for the surety and even livc9 of 
them. The King will prove desperate, ami as he is the absolute ruler of his country, 
and the Eurmieans there actually in his power, peaceable means will no doubt prove 
more successful. For the present, the King will not likely go to the utmost, but he 
may do anything. 

“ I ain not sure, but it is probable that, by some rich presents given to the King, 
and accompanied with friendly words, tlus awkward affair might be turned to a 
good end. 

“ l have to add that it was understood the King would not let any letters touching 
his person or political affairs have the country. For that reason it was impossible for 
the Consul to write himself. I know tliat in September some letters of the Consul 
were arrested on the road; whether on order of the King or only by provincial 
authorities I am not aware.'* 

Immediately on the receipt of this letter Lord Russell addressed the following 
instruction to Mr. Colquhoun:— 

“ I have to instruct you to communicate as soon as possible with the Resident at 
Aden, through which place you seem to be of opinion that communications may most 
surely lx* sent to Abyssinia, and to reouest him to apply to King Theodore for the 
immediate release of Mr. Cameron, and of any other British subjects whom he may 
hold under restraint, and for permission for their immediate departure for Massowah. 

“ The Resident should plainly intimate to the King that if he hesitates to comply 
with this demand lie will incur the very serious displeasure of the British Government, 
the consequences of which may involve him in great embarrassment, and shako the 
authority which he at present exercises in Abyssinia. 

“ Although I can only instruct you to demand as of right the release of British 
subjects, yet the Resident at Aden should use his best exertions to induce the King to 
set at liberty any other Europeans who may be detained in liis dominions against 
their will. 

“ If any other opportunity should offer itself for communicating directly with 
King Theodore on this matter, you will of course avail yourself of it.” 

Mr. Colquhoun. No. Mr. Colquhoun accordingly wrote to the Political Agent at Aden, and sent him an 
n. March 16 .1864 extrac t of Lord Russell’s despatch for the guidance of the person whom the Resident 
might send to the interior of Abyssinia. But the Political Agent replied that he was 
utterly unable to do anything in the case; tliat there was no Government steam-vessel 
in the liarbour, and no man-of-war on the station; that he had, proper^ speaking* 
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nothing whatever to do with Abyssinia, though always ready to afford every assistance 
in his power to Her Majesty’s Consul there when it was asked for, but that it would 
only be in a very extreme case, even if the means were at his disposal, that he would 
be justified in interfering in the affairs of that country without first seeking instructions 
from the Government under which he was serving. 

The Political Agent added, however, that he had sent copies of Mr. Colquhoun’s Mr Col hoim> No 
letters to Bombay, and had applied for instructions, as well as for the means, if he were ApSTuViBsT 
to act in the matter. 

The latest intelligence from Abyssinia is as follows Mr No. 

“ The country is in a state of revolution. The Abyssinians fight among themselves »•» aJhi *•.* is«4.’ 
for about ten or fifteen days every month. Trado is dull. A party of 200 Europeans 7 > 

of different nations, headed by Omar Pasha, a Turkish officer, in the pay of Ismael 
Pasha, the Viceroy of Egypt, landed on the Abyssinian coast about five montlis ago; 
they are now reduced to about forty, and at present are located at Cassara or Cassila,* 
but are to move nearer Massowah in a few days. The purpose of this party was to 
ascertain the strength of King Theodore’s force, so as to calculate what number of 
troops would be required to subjugate the country. King Theodore hoard of this, and 
prevented the jmrty fulfilling its mission. It was also reported to the King that the 
English and French were, in conjunction with the Turks, to take the country from him. 

It was reported the French Consul was in irons for twenty-four hours, but obtained his 
release by having prevailed upon the King to give him a number of soldiers to fight 
the intruders at Cassara or Cassila. When he arrived near Cassara he left the soldiers 
in the lurch, and made his escane vii Neemur; ho is supposed to be on his way to 
Suez. Everybody at Massowah knew that Captain Cameron, Mr. Stern, and several 
other European gentlemen were in irons, and had been for some time. The inclosed 
pencil note, with copy attached, contains a list of the gentlemen who are in irons, and 
those who are at work; it was given by the Pasha of Massowah; ho received it on the 
21st of March. Another of the same tenor and date, initialled C. D. C.,t arrived at 
Massowah on the 13th instant; the messenger was eleven days on the journey. He 
received the note from an English lady two days before he started on his journey; he 
had a verbal message to the Pasha, asking the Pasha to write a letter to the King, ns 
there will be no release until the King receives a letter. A letter received on the 13th 
instant by M. Delmonte, the senior Roman Catholic priest at Massowah, from a 
brother priest at Cassara or Cassilln, contained the news that the Consul and others had 
been taken out of irons, but still remained prisoners. Messrs. Stem and Find are said 
to be English missionaries; M. Bardel, a French missionary; M. Caimes, a German 
missionary. Regarding the other gentlemen, no information could be obtained.” 


Copy of pencil Note (having Mr. Cameron'$ Initials). 


“ Myself, 8tern, Rosenthal, Caimes, Bardel, MeCraire, and McKilvie are all 
chained here; Flad, Staiger, Brandeis, and Cornelius sent to Duffat to work for the 
King. No release until civil answer to King's letter arrives . Mrs. Flad, Mr. Rosenthal 
and children, all of us well. Write this to Aden, and Mrs. Stern, 16, Lincoln Vinn- 
fields.” 


Foreign Office , May 19, 1864. 


(Signed) E. HERT8LET. 


I believe the. best chance Mill be to send a letter of the Queen in very general 
terms, desiring friendship, and a letter from me saying we can hold no intercourse 
with the Kinir, nor deliver the Queen’s letter, unless he liberates Consul Cameron, 
Mr. Stem, and any other British subjects he has in custody. 

Perhaps Dr. Beke might be charged with this business. We must avoid promising 
any assistance against the Turks. 

Pembroke Lodge , Richmond Parky May 19, 1864. R. 

[See further Minute, page 30.] 


• Ka»uli on the Mareb.—R. G. C. 
f Cameron.—R. G. C. 
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No. 83. 

Dr. Beke to Earl Russell.—(Received May 18.) 

My Lord, II, Austin Friars, May 18, 1864. 

I HAVE been honoured with Mr. Murray’s letter of the 4th instant, conveying to 
me your Lordship’s thanks for the information relative to the affairs of Abyssinia, 
which I took the liberty of communicating to your Lordship by my letter of the 28th 
ultimo. 

Since the date of my said letter, further information of great importance has been 
received from Abyssinia; but, as I have been given to understand that your Lordship 
has been made acquainted with all the particulars, it is unnecessary for me to dwell on 
them here. 

But the increased urgency of the subject (which I fear is only likely to go on 
increasing) emlnddens me to addri*ss your Lordship again, for the purpose of most 
respectfully renewing the offer of my humble services, in case they can be of any avail 
to ller Majesty’s Government in the present emergency. 

In doing so, l would lieg leave to repeat to your Lordship that I resided three 
years in Abyssinia, visiting its remotest provinces; that I have since been in constant 
relations with that country, as my frequent communications to your Lordship’s Depart¬ 
ment and to the Board of Trade will testify; and that I am familiar with its language, 
and intimately acquainted with its affairs, political, religious, commercial, and social. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 34. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond..—{Received May 23.) 

India Office, May 21, 1864. 

MR. MERIVALE presents his compliments to Mr. Hammond, and begs to 
inclose, for the information of Earl Russell, copies of two letters and their inclosures 
which have been received from the Political Resident at Aden, reporting intelligence 
from Abyssinia. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 34. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Sir C. Wood. 

8ir, Aden, April 20, 1864. 

I DO myself the honour to forward a copy of my Latest despatch in this Depart¬ 
ment, dated this day, to the Government of Bombay. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 31. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

8ir, Aden, April 20, 1864. 

IN continuation of my despatch of yesterday’s date, I have the honour to forward 
the following latest intelligence Horn Abyssinia just received:— 

[Same, verbatim, as Inclosure 2 in No. 29.j 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 34. 

Commander Thy He to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

8ir, Aden, April 20, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to report the arrival of the schooner “ Fanny” from Massowah. 
I arrived at Massowah on the 11th instant, and left on the 14th inst, and, in accordance 


•> * 

following information regarding'! *” ' T0Ur * ettCT d * tcd 1110 6th “slant, I obtained the 
[The rest of the despatch is the sam e, verbatim, as Inelosure 2 in No. 29.] 

Inclosure 4 in No. 34. 

M. Delmonte to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

8ir, 

.. BEtNC imacquainted with English I have Wn ! '' n *' ou ' ah : 4prif 13, 1864. 

time ' that 1 W;,Lt <' (1 to, and wlXh TcuTt't ° P" of 

time. I therefore take the liberty of writinc. , V r to have donB »t the same 

requested to by Mr. Cameron, the llriS Consul in S?’ to 8 , tate wllat 1 have W-n 

circumstances through one of his servants 1- who offe^T'’*’ Wh ° ,nfomu ' d mo of the 

to Massowah, and related to me the infamous ^teSment from l ,risn "' «“*» 

Abyssinia, especially towards the representativ^if “ n $f or Theodore of 

been placed in chains for the last five months hv fl».« v * 1 n m! 1, Cameron has 
whatever. lie has not had the good fortune to bo -ihln Tl»*odoro, for no reason 

on account of tiheir having strictly forbiddon hi* \ i D 8ent ^ despatches to Europe 

from Europe, because Thwdore has forbidden an^'orn’ ™° 5 .” 0 '‘ h !' r t " ln h « reoeive any 
fret cut oir, to convey letters to the Eurooeans'whn ° D ^ ain having his hands anil 
timra despatches have arrived hen- from Aden ™pnsoned by him. Several 

m charge of the Turkish Governor of the island of Mss "’"T , h,,t t,K ' y are ftM h<> "‘ 
take upon lumself to their destination Donee Mr h***" 8 ® no *>“« will 

just because Theodore wishes it. Ho j 8 dcwIlrflT “""Justly imprisoned, 
superiors and friends, because superior barbaric force .,1,? JiP ‘' orr ‘'"P , "'denoo with his 
otficrways: tills is not all. Mr Stem well I, P* 80 ®? & out of his power to do 
after having been unjustly insulted bv hn,,'! ,^ nown m Europe for his works 
<hed from the effects, for > ™ts l, ra ,U, of which [wo 

i treated himself and placed in iron's, where he h is'ViecTf " * 16 f Uro P oar “' h«s been 
the Others, English and French !iW„„ n,," . b . POn for ' i ," vl ' ral months past. AH 

following:—Messrs. 8chimner a i;™! Ahjssima, an' also confined, except the 
Frenchman. What »"<• BomSd. . 

been living for some time in Abyssinia have wJt if two English ladies who have 
manner as their husbands, ft seems to “s’* ', mpri>0ned in the same 

vengeance to God and men. It also aimo-ira t L. 'fT''. ,,arl> ! m,lls abuses cry for 
Eun.rs. ought not to forget these outrages^ that ' ln honour, England and 

gainst Abyssinia in the director oMramrnma sol, liers has been undertaken 

Eumpans of different nations, under the Iradenhil,, f ff"' 1 \*!. at a Rmal1 colony of 

5?",\P r r cedln " towards KassaLa with th“inton Fonof f T a b'reifeh- 

If all tins lie true it may have tended to annov fl>un ding a Colony somewhere. 

r r ’ Hlat • TOU '' il1 «cuse mv talkingto^vou.° f . Aby *“ ,liB . Theodore, 
eapaoity of missionary, I have nothin', ul fi"v / i , “"'’J^ts with which, in mv 

of Mr. Cameron having bogged it of me If!, ha ' °’| 1 ‘ lo 80 wlf ‘ly on account 

18 ""able to i*»e™oi« £ m^h^T^' 10 '' f, ‘ r "me 

iTZr^ r un fr, similar 06119tak, ‘ s m ° '**' '*» <«* 

which 1 fan e, Ac. P ‘ thC S0,ltmU ' nt9 <* platitude and high considemtion with 

AP °' t0llC ^'° ngry and ^fof'^RoLan Cat boUc S^«nia 
Incisure 6 in No. 34. 

Sir> Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Sir C . Wood. 

I DO myself the honour to forwird a ,.<■ , Aden. April 26, 1864. 

ment, dated this day, to the Government of llomlmy. my UtCTt de *l® U ' h in depart- 

I liave, &v. 

_ SignwL W. L. MEREWETHER. 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 34. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merew ether to the Secretary to Government , Bombay. 

Aden , April 26, 1864. 

I nAVE the; honour to forward translation of a letter received from a missionary 
at Massowah, giving some further information regarding the treatment of Captain 
Cameron and otners at the hands of King Theodore. 

2 . Judging from Captain Cameron’s pencil note previously forwarded, I should 
say the reverend gentleman was mistaken in his statement that the ladies were also 

imprisoned. _. . 

1 I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MERE WETHER. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 34. 

M. Delmonte to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 
[See Inclosure 4 in No. 34.] 


No. 35. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received May 23.) 

My l/ml, CatTO, May 10, 1864. 

THE annexed copy of a letter from Mr. Petherick with its incloeure from the 
missionary, Mr. Haussmann, of the 14th February, dated from Matemma on the 
Abyssinian and Egyptian frontier, has given me much anxiety, as I can see no way in 

our power of getting at King Theodore. , 

I expect, by the Bombay Iwat to-morrow, a letter from the Resident at Aden, 
informing me of the means the Government of Bombay can place at his disposal for 
sending to Gondar. From this side, I have none available. Mr. Petherick is now on 
his way down. Mr. 8 . White Baker, in whose firmness, courage and decision L have 
the highest confidence, is away to the westward of the White Nile, carrying out the 
charge left him by Captain Speke, to examine the little Nupi Lnke; lie would have 
been the person i would have employed if I could reach him, but all hope of over¬ 
taking him is useless. , 

Old Mr. Barroni, formerly Acting Consul at Massowah, whose knowledge ol the 
country and persons in Abyssinia, would luive lieen most valuable, died about tour 
months ago beyond Souakiin. So that, except from Aden, 1 really can see no measures 
feasible, ami from thence such could only be of a mild nature, for from the character 
we have of late of the King, he would appear to have become subject to tits ol rage 
which almost deprive him of reason, and would render all approach dangerous. 

I have to-day received intelligence of the death of old Madame linne, who has 
been for the last two years on the Blue Nile. By the present mail I write to ller 
Majesty’s Minister at the Hague, to find out Madame Tinne’s sister and to break the 

intelligence to her. . ,. . 

I have no particulars from Mr. Petherick, who simply says, “ the disasters ol the 
expedition have been great.” What other result could be expected from an expedition, 
so organized ? 

I have, &c. __ 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Mr. Murray to see this. 

E. HAMMOND. 


Put with other Papers now under consideration. 
May 29, 1804. 


J. MURRAY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 35. 

Consul Petherick to Mr. Colquhoun. 

Sir, Khartoum, March 26, 1864. 

SEVEN miles from Khartoum under tents, whence I propose starting for Egypt, 
I yesterday received the inclosed letter respecting the fate of Her Majesty's Consul in 
Abyssinia, and although my functions as Consul for the Soudan have ceased, 1 do not 
hesitate to forward it in an official form in order if possible to ensuro its safe delivery, 
in the hope Her Majesty’s Government may as soon as possible be apprised of the 
ignominious treatment Mr. Cameron is enduring at the Court of Abyssinia. I have 
also the honour to inform you, Mr. Haussmann the writer of the present inclosure 
communicated to Mr. Hansel the Austrian pro-Consul, that in consequence of the 
imprisonment of Her Majesty’s Consul no one would take charge of my despatches of 
November 23, 26, and 28, 1863, to him, for fear of incurring the displeasure of 
King Theodore. Neither does Mr. Haussmann expect to be enabled to forward them 
until after Mr. Cameron’s release. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN PETHERICK. 


Incloeure 2 in No. 35. 

The Rev. C. F. Haussmann to Consul Petherick. 

_ it 4 xn? , Matemma, February 14, 1864. 

I HAV E to fulfil a painful duty in informing you that the apprehensions I 
expressed in the report I directed to you in January, were justified. Having come 
back to Matemma the day before yesterday, I found the rumour confirmed which had 
reached me on the road already, tliat Captain Cameron, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul 
in Abyssinia, with all his European attendants, had been put in prison, and so were all 
the missionaries residing in Djenda and Dome. One of the latter had the opportunity 
of sending me a servant, who gave me some specialities. 

He said that Captain Cameron had asked the King for leave within four days ; and 
the King, after four days, instead of giving him leave, had him tied with all the above- 
mentioned Europeans. All their money and luggage was taken away, and they were 
provided with food by the King. The servants were not bound, but in liberty to work 
for their masters. The King was staying at Gondar still. 

Hoping soon to be able to give you more favourable accounts, I have, &c., 

(Signed) C. F. HAUSSMANN, Missionary. 

P. 8 .—Fe&ruary 17. From Abyssinians coming from Gondar directly, I have got the 
news that the missionaries were set at liberty again, and ordered to go to Debra Tabor. 
Her Britannic Majesty s Consul was in prison still. Not from assuming any political 
character, but from regard of the personal security of the Europeans.* I beg to repeat 
the remarks I have made in my letter from January about the measures to Ik; taken. 

C. F. H. 


No. 36. 

The Rev. G. Badger to Mr. Layard.— (Received May 24.) 

My dear Mr. Ward, 7 , Dawson Place, Bayswater, May 24, 1864. 

I LADLED on you this morning, but did not find you at home. I wished to 
speak to you on the Abyssinian affair, of which Hormuzd [Rassam] tolls me he has 
written to you m detail. His suggestion of acting on Theodoras through the Coptic 
Patriarch is an excellent one, and if properly managed, I doubt not but tliat the 
prisoners might soon lie released. I know a little of the Patriarch and of Abyssinia, 
and thought of offering my service to the Foreign Office for the Mission. 

M bile from home, Coghlan called and had some conversation with Mrs. Badger 

• Sic in orig. 
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about this same afliur. He and I would not clash, and I should be ready to serve as 
his subordinate, and to set out on the undertaking as soon as possible. 

I confess that this state of things between Theodoras and the English quite puzzles 
me. Almost my last duty in India was to select a present from the In dian Govern¬ 
ment for Thoodoras, in rc*cognition of his conduct in having borrowed a large sum to 
ransom the body of Plowden from Dejai Ncgoosie's men. 

At all events, if my services can be of any use, I shall gladly place them at the 
disposal of the Foreign Office, either alone or in conjunction with Coghlan. 

Ever yours, &c. 

(8igned) GEORGE PERCY BADGER. 


No. 37. 

Minute by Mr. Hammond. 

1 SEND you a suggestion of Murray as to the mode of communicating with 
Abyssinia. 

1 am not sure that this sort of menace you propose yourself to address to the King 
might not make him more obstinate, and at ail effects neutralize the effect of the Queen's 
letter. 

I send you a draft of a letter from the Queen, which perhaps might tempt the 
savage to lot our people go, in the hope of thereby gaining something from us; and it 
might lie sent by one of the merchants which Murray suggests. 

May 25, 1864. E. HAMMOND. 


Minute by Mr. Murray. 

Since Lord Russell’s Minute of the 10th instant * we have received further 
information from the India Oflice (letter of May 21), and Mr. Layard has also received 
the accompanying paper from Aden, and has heard that the persons who may be 
supposed to have the most influence with the King of Abyssinia are the Patriarch of 
the Copts in Egypt, and a missionary named Brookhurst. 

Would it lie advisable to try anything through these persons in preference to 
employing Dr. Beke, whose own life and liberty might be endangered if he proceed to 
Gomlar? (See page 25.) 

May 24, 1864. J. MURRAY. 


Draft of a Letter from the Queen to the King of Abyssinia. 

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith, &c, to Theodore, King of Abyssinia, sendeth greeting: 

We duly received the letter which your Majesty addressed to us on the 29th of 
January, acquainting us that you had sent with our servant llormuzd Rassam, Our 
servant Cameron, and all the other Europeans about whom We had written to your 
Majesty; but greatly as We rejoiced at such a proof of your Majesty’s good-will 
towards us, so have we been grievously disappointed on reading in the further letter 
which you addressed to us on the 17th of April by the hand of ^Lr. Flad, that although 
you had released Our servant Cameron and made him over with his companions to Our 
servant Rassam, your Majesty had kept our servant llormuzd Rassam; and our disap¬ 
pointment was increased when Mr. Flad reported to us on his arrival that your Majesty 
had not only detained Our son ant llormuzd Rassam, who had been deputed by us to 
your Majesy for a specific purpose, but also continued in your keeping until the return 
of Mr. Flad, Our other son ant Cameron, and those whom with him you had made over 
to Honuuzd Rassam, in order that he might bring them to our presence. We will 
not, however, attribute these proceedings to any indisposition on the part of your 
Majesty to fulfil the premises and assurances that you have given to us, but rather to 
some misapprehension on your part, for we are persuaded that your Majesty is well 
aware that it is the sacred duty of Sovereigns scrupulously to fulfil the engagements 
that they have entered into, and that the persons of Ambassadors, such as Our servant 

• See page 25. 


llormuzd Rassam, and of those by whom they are accompanied, should be exempt 
from all reftraint, and that they should be allowed freely to depart after the execution 
of their commission from their Sovereign, as llormuzd Rassam had executed that with 
which We had entrusted to him on sending him to your Majesty's Court. We have 
seen your messenger, Mr. Flad, and out of regard for your Majesty have heard from 
liim, with much interest, of your health and welfare; and We have entrusted to him 
this letter to be delivered to your Majesty, together with some small tokens of Our 
personal regard for your Majesty. Mr. Flad has, moreover, explained to us your 
Majesty s.wishes on other matters, and We have given directions to our Ministers to 
comply with them as far as circumstances admit. But it is not in our power to require 
any of our subjects, against their will, to take service with a foreign Sovereign; and 
whatever encouragement We may hold out to any of them to place themselves and 
their skill at the disposal of your Majesty, We cannot conceal from your Majesty that 
the length of time that has elapsed since our servant Cameron and others have boon 
detained in your Majesty’s dominions, may deter others of onr subjects from voluntarily 
repairing to your Court. Me therefore recommend to your Majesty, ns the course 
most calculated to obtain the object you have in view, as soon as possible after the 
return of Mr. Flad to your presence, honourably to dismiss our Ambassador llormuzd 
Rassam, and those who accompanied him, together with onr servant Cameron and 
those whom with him your Majesty made over to Our servant Rassam, and to send 
them to Massowah under honourable and suitable escort; and if your Majesty should 
deem fit to send with them a special Amliassador to represent to us your friendship 
and your desires, Our servant Rassam will conduct your Ambassador to our presence, 
with all the honour duo to the Representative of a Sovereign with whom We desire to 
live in friendship. We can assure' your Majesty that such is our desire ; and Wo are 
gad to be able, in doing so, to relievo your Majesty’s mind from the anxiety which 
V\ e understand you have felt lest the Ruler of Egypt should contemplate injury to 
jour Majesty ; for having made inquiry through our servants. We have been assured 
that no evil designs against you need bo apprehended from that quarter. Folding, 
therefore, persuaded that you will comply with our wishes as regards the return of Our 
servants to Our presence, together with their companions, and in company with an 
Ambassador from your Majesty, We have given orders that there should be sent to 
Massowah the article's for your Majesty’s use, of which Mr. Find will give you an 
account, and which will there* be delivered, for conveyance to your Majesty’s Court, to 
the officers whom your Majesty may depute to conduct Our sonant Rassam and his 
company so far on his way to Our presence; and We trust that they will thus reach 
your Majesty s hands in safety, being protected on their way by your power, and that 
they w ill lx* agreeable to your Majesty, and be received by you as an earnest of the 
friendship and regard which Wo entertain for your Majesty. And ro we bid you 
heartily farewell. * J 

Given at Our Court, &c. 


Minute by Earl Russell. 

I approve of the draft which you send. A missionary will be the best channel. I 
see by the last accounts the missionaries have been set at liberty. 

R. 


No. 38. 

Draft of a Letter from Her Majesty to the King of Abyssinia.—(Written on despatch paper , 
and the envelope sealed trith the small signet.} May 20, 1864. 

[Superseded by another letter of same date. See No. 39. j 

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c., to Theodore King of Abyssinia, sendeth 
greeting: 

We have dulv received the letter which your Majesty delivered to Our servant 
Cameron, and we lrnve read with pleasure the friendly expressions which it conveys. 
M e learn with satisfaction that your Majesty has successfully established your autho¬ 
rity in the country oyer which you rul**, and we trust that you may long continue 
to administer its affairs in peace and in prosperity. We do not require from your 
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Majesty the further evidence of your regard for ourselves which you propose to afford 
by scndim? a special Embassy to Our Court. The distance which separates Abyssinia 
from England is great, the difficulties and delays which would attend the journey of 
your Ambassadors might be hard to overcome, and much unavailing disappointment 
and regret might result from any accident which might befall your Ambassadors on the 
rood. Our servant Cameron will convey to us your wishes, and he will assure you of 
Our friendship and good-will, and we were glad to learn by your letter that he had been 
duly received by your Majesty. 

Accounts have indeed reached us of late that your Majesty had withdrawn your 
favour from Our servant, and had subjected him and many others in whom we feel an 
interest to treatment which is inconsistent with your professions. We trust that these 
accounts have originated in false representations on the part of persons ill-disposed 
towards your Majesty, and who may desire to produce an alteration in our feelings 
towards you. But your Majesty can give no better proof of the sincerity of the 
sentiments which you profess towards us, nor insure more effectually a continuance of 
Our friendship and good-will than by dismissing Our servant, and any other Europeans 
who may desire it, from your Court, and in affording them every assistance and 
protection on their journey to the destination to which they may desire to proceed. 

Our servant Cameron will then be able personally to exp lam to us your wishes in 
regard to any matters which you may desire to represent to us. And not doubting that 
you will do this, we bid you farewell, and recommend you to tho protection of God. 

Given at Our Court at Balmoral, the Twenty-sixth day of May, in the year of our 
Lord 1864, and in the Twenty-seventh year of our Reign. 

Your good Friend, 

(L.8. The large signet.) (Signed) VICTORIA R. 

(Countersigned) Russell. 

Superscribed: 

To our good Friend Theodore, 

King of Abyssinia. 


No. 39. 

Draft of Letter from Her Majesty to King Theodore. 

(Substituted for No. 38.) 

May 26, 1864. 

VICTORIA, by tho Grace of God, Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith, &c., to Theodore, King of Abyssinia, sendeth greeting: 

We have duly received the letter which your Majesty delivered to Our servant 
Cameron, and we have read with pleasure the friendly expressions which it conveys. 
Me learn with satisfaction that vour Majesty had successfully established your authority 
in the country over which you rule, and we trust that you may long continue to 
administer its nlFairs in peace and prosperity. Our servant Cameron has, no doubt, 
conveyed to you the assurances of Our friendship and good-will, and vve arc glad to learn 
by your letter that he had been duly reeeivisl by your Majesty. Accounts have indeed 
reached Us of late t hat your Majesty had withdrawn your favour from Our servant. IVe 
trust, however, that these accounts have originated in false representations on the |iart of 
persons ill-disposed to your Majesty, and who may desire to produce an alteration in 
Our findings towards you. But your Majesty can give us 1 letter proof of the sincerity 
of tin* sentiments which you profess towards us, nor ensure more effectually a continuance 
of our friendship and good-will, than by dismissing Our servant Cameron and any other 
Europeans who may desire it, from your Court, and by affording them every assistance 
and protection on their journey to the destination to which they desire to proceed. 
With a view to renewing to you tin* expression of Our friendship, and of explaining to 
you Our wishes respecting Our servant Cameron, we have directed Our servant, llonnuzd 
Rassam, first Assistant to the Political Resident at Aden, to proceed to your residence and 
to deliver to you this Our Royal letter. We have instructed him to inform your Majesty, 
that if, notwithstanding the long distance which separates Our dominions from those of 
your Majesty, you should, after having permitted Our sonant Cameron and the other 
Europeans to take their leave and depart, desire to send an Embassy to this country, 
that Embassy will be very well received by us. And so, not doubting that you will 
receive Our servant Rassam in a favourable manner, and give entire credit to all that he 
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shall say to you on Our part, as well as comply with the requests which he is instructed 
to make to you. We roconmend you to the protection of the Almighty. 

Given at our Court at Balmoral the 26th of May, in the year of our Lord 186-4, and 
in the twenty-seventh year of our Reign. 

Your good Friend, 

(8eal.) # (Signed) VICTORIA R. 

To our Good Friend the King of Abyssinia. 


No. 40. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received June 4.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, June 4, 1864. 

I AM directed by Sir Charles Wood to acquaint you, for the information of Earl 
Russell, that he has learnt from despatches received from the Governor of Bombay, that 
the Consul-General of Egypt, acting under his Lordship’s instructions, hail made a 
communication to the Political Resident at Aden, desiring him to avail himself of 
such means as he might [assess, for applying to King Theodore of Abyssinia for the 
release of Captain Cameron and any other British subjects who might be detained by 
him against tlieir will. There being no ships of war at Aden, the Political Resident 
had no means of taking any steps for the fulfilment of Lord Russell’s wishes; moreover, 
it would appear that, having received such a communication from Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, through tho Consul-General in Egypt, instead of 
receiving instructions according to the usual practice either from the Secretary of State 
for India or from the Government of Bombay, Colonel Merewether was in some doubt 
as to the course which it behoved him to pursue. lie, therefore, wrote to the Govern¬ 
ment of Bombay, under whose orders he is, asking in what manner lie should net. The 
Government of Bombay referred the matter for final instructions to tho Government of 
India, and the result is not yet announced. 

I am directed, however, by Sir Charles Wood, to observe that there are no relations 
between the Government of India or the Government of Bombay and the King of 
Abyssinia, and that therefore it is difficult to say what the former may find themselves, 
in such a case, either justified in doing or competent to do for the release of the 
prisoners in King Theodore’s hands. It is to lx* feared too, that by the course pursued 
much time has been unnecessarily lost. Sir Charles Wood is extremely desirous to 
avoid ail interference from the side of India with the States bordering on the Red Sen, 
hut, in such a ease as this, if Lord Russell had, on first receiving intelligence of the 
jeopardy in which Captain Cameron had been placed, communicated his lordship's 
wishes to Sir Charles Wood, immediate instructions would have been sent to the 
Government of Bombay to take, in concert with the Admiral on the station, such steps 
as might appear to him calculated to obtain the release of the prisoners, and the reply 
to these instructions would, in all probability, have been received by the present time. 
As it is, Sir Charles Wood will be happy to forward, by the first, available opportunity 
to Bombay, or to Aden, any orders which Lord Russell may consider lK*«t adapted to 
meet the emergencies of the case. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


Minute. 

It was a case of urgency to save Consul Cameron’s life. 

It. 
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No. 41. 

The Rev . G. Badger to Mr. Layard.—{Received June 4.) 

My dear Mr. Layard, 7, Dawson Place, Bay water, June 4, 1864. 

I SAW Mr. Murray yesterday on the Abyssinian affair.* If it is decided that no 
agent should be despatched from this country to the King, I think the best way would 
be to send the letter, in the first instance, to our Acting Consul-General in Egypt, who 
might communicate personally with the Coptic Patriarch, and obtain letters from him 
to Thoodorua and the Aboona at Gondar. At the patriarchate in Cairo, the Consul- 
General might find some Abyssinian monk or priest capable of translating our letter into 
Amharic. 

These letters might then be despatched to Aden, with directions to the Political 
Agent to liave them forwarded to Maasowah. Kassam might take them as far as that 
place, and make arrangements then* for their safe transmission. Should old Barroni 
still be at Maasowah, he would be a good person to intrust with the letters. 

These letters must Ik* taken by some agent as far as Massowah, because we have no 
representative there, and no person on the spot who could make arrangements for the 
despatch of the letters to Gondar. Mr. 8j»eedy, I believe, left for Australia some 
months ago. 

Candidly, however, I do not think that any letters sent in this informal way, will 
induce Theodoras to relent. 

Further, l do not think that a special agent would Ik? in any personal danger, if duly 
accredited to the King, and made the bearer of letters from the Coptic Patriarch. But 
in that case he should reach Massowah in some state. There is no man-of-war at present 
at Aden, but a telegram might be sent to Boml>ay directing Sir Bartle Frore to despatch 
one thither without delay. It would arrive there? in time to meet the letters from 
England, and those which would have to be procured in Egypt. 

1 have stated, in a more definite form, the opinions which I expressed to 
Mr. Murray yesterday. Trusting that you will not regard this as an intrusion, I 
remain, &e. 

(Signed) GEORGE PERCY BADGER. 


No. 42. 

Major E. Plowden to Mr. Layard.—{Received June 8.) 

Sir, 5, West Road Terrace, Forest Hill, June 4, 1864. 

WITH reference to the subject of British prisoners in Abyssinia, introduced last 
night in the House of Commons, I most respectfully have tlie honour to offer my 
sen ices to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, with the object of obtaining the 
release of Captain Cameron and other British subject# in Abyssinia. 

I lieg to inclose testimonials from most distinguished officers and gentlemen, 
together with a record of my services in India, and 1 beg to add that I liave been 
selected on more than one wcasion in India to perform duties of a most arduous nature. 
I continue to l>e in tin* vigour of health and activity, and should my sendees be 
accepted, I will do my utmost to ]>crform with zeal and ability any duty that may 
devolve on me. 

I am a relative of the present Consul at Abyssinia, and the late Consul, Mr. 
Walter Plowden, was my first cousin. May I add, as a soldier, I am ready at a 
moment’s call. 

I have, &e. 

(8igned) EDMUND C. PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 


Acknowledge, and thank. 

J. M. 



Inclosure in No. 42. 


Record of the Services of Major Edmund C. Plowden, of Her Majesty's Indian Forces , 

Half-pay. 

ON the 8th October, 1841, Lieutenant E. Plowden was present at a desperate night 
attack made on the camp at Boodkhak, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mouteath. 

October 22nd, 1841, Major-General Sir Robert Sale directed Lieutenant E. 
1 lowden, with a troop of the 6th Light Cavalry, to support the guns under the 
command of Captain Abbott, during the action in the Tozeen Valley, for which duty he 
received Sir Robert Sale’s thanks. At night he volunteered his sendees with the idth 
Light Infantry, and acted with them till a late hour. 

On the 29th October, when the force under the command of Sir ltoliert Sale was 
on its march from the valley of Tezeen, they were lialted for a considerable time in 
approaching the entrance of a defile supposed to be held by the enemy. Lieutenant 
Plowden, at the request of the major-general, galloped through the defile and hack* 
agam, being followed by Captain Havelock,* and having reported that only a few shots 
bad been bred at them, the column recommenced its march, and passed* through in 
safety. 1 

On the 6th November, 1841, Lieutenant E. Plowden, with a troop of the 5th Light 
Cavalry, charged over the Gundamuck plain, killing fifteen of the enemy, for which 
Mr Itobert Mile expressed Ins thanks in Brigade Orders. 

On the 12th.November, 1841, Lieutenant E. Plowden was engaged at Futteenbad, 
and is thus mentioned in a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Donnie to Captain Wade, 
Major of Brigade, dated Jellalabad, 14th November “ Though the conduct of every 
officer and soldier in the affair was excellent, I must Ik; permitted particularly to 
remark the gallant manner in which Captain Oldfield led the cavalry, in which lie was 
emulated by Lieutenant Mayne at the head of his Ressallah, and Lieutenant Plowden 
m command of a troop of the 5th Light Cavalry.” 

i n t !' < : W' 1 1841, Lieutenant *E. Plowden took part in the sortie from 

.1 el la la bad m the way mentioned in the following letters:— 

“ Lieutenant-Colonel Monteath to Captain Wade, Major of Brigade. 

„ T . . “ Jellalabad, November 14,1841. 

Lieutenant Mayne, commanding tin* Ressallah of Anderson’s Horae, than whom 
I know not a more gallant and zealous officer, has also well deserved my thanks for his 
conspicuous conduct ; and that of Lieutenant Plowden, 5th Light Cavalry, has been 

commendation 1 ” 6 ^ ^ commaudin & ofliccr » Ca l ,tai ^ Oldfield, in terms of the highest 


“ Cuptain Oldfield to Lieutenant-Colonel Monteath. 

“ The fire on us was very heavy from our front and right. To check this I ordered 
Lieutenant 1 lowden to the front with the skirmishers, and sounded the charge. This 
frightened the enemy. 

“ Lieutenant Plowden led the skirmishers gallantly, and rendered the most essen- 

IUH 8C I*\"l C*C • 

“The whole of the troops under my command behaved most gallantly, and 1 
recoiled the greatest assistance from Lieutenants Mayne and Plowden, and* Subadar 
Shaick Mykurn of the 2nd Troop 5tli Light Cavalry.” 

3? Li ° uU ‘ na l nt E - ^wden was engaged in the sortie from 

. eUalaliad, when Sir Robert Sale report* the successful charge of the cavaliy, who found 
ample employment for their sabres. * 

On the 1st April, 1842, Lieutenant E. Plowden, who had often been successfully 
employed on similar service, was detached from the fort of Jellalabad, l.y Sir Robert 
Sab- s requisition, with twenty trooiiers, to make the first dash for capturing a large flock 
of shis-p, which he succeeded m, killing the shepherds, and safely brought the Hook into 
the garrison. In this affair Iaeuteoant Plowden was opposed to a tody of horsemen 
whom lie combated till a reinforcement came from the garrison. 

On the 7th April, 1842, Lieutenant E. Plowden was in command of his troop, when 

* The Ute Major-Geoeral Sir Henry Havelock, Bart, K.C.B. 





the garrison of Jellalabad, under Sir Robert Sale, gained a complete victory over Sirdar 
Mahomet Ackl»r Khan. 

In Sir Robert Sale's despatch of lflth April, 1842, he says,—“ It would be impos¬ 
sible for me to discriminate in favour of either, in awarding praise to the squadron of 
the 5th Light Cavalry, under Captain Oldfield, and the Ressallah of Cavalry under 
Lieutenant Mayne. Lieutenant Plowden, of the former, 1ms been distinguished on 
several occasions.” 

Lieutenant E. Plowden subsequently joined the army under the command of Major- 
General Pollock, and served with it throughout the campaign. In the advance from 
Jellalabad he commanded his troop in the attack on Mammoo Klrnil, on the 23rd of 
August, 1812, when the cavalry were sent in advance to cut off the enemy’s retreat. 

In DfMJcmlxr, 1845, Lieutenant E. Plowden served with his regiment at the battle 
of Moodkee, and received Brigadier White’s thanks for getting a party of cavalry out 
of a critical position by charging boldly through a body of Seik Ilorse. The Brigadier 
promised to bring the same to the notice of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

At the battle of Ferozeshah, Lieutenant E. Plowden served as brigade-major to 
^Brigadier Gough’s, C. B., brigade, and thanked by that officer in brigade orders. 

At the battle of Afiwal, the second squadron of the 5th Light Cavalry, under the 
command of Lieutenant E. Plowden, charged two howitzers, on approaching which they 
opened grape. The howitzers were spiked by Lieutenant Plowden, who, the previous 
night, made forty spikes, and distributed the same to his squadron. 

Lieutenant E. Plowden served with his regiment at the lmttlo of 8obraon; and, by 
order, tin* said regiment charged the enemy’s retrenchments under a heavy fire of grape 
and round shot. 

Extract of a Letter from Brigadier M. IVhite, C.B ., Commander at Cairnpore, to 

Lieutenant E. Plowden. 

u I will afford you my testimony of your conduct in the field at the battle of 
Moodkee. I can have no hesitation in assuring you that I had every reason to lx? 
satisfied with your conduct on that occasion, of which I had ample opportunity of 
judging whilst under my personal command. For your distinguished gallantly’, I had 
occasion to mention your mime in my despatch to this effect at head-quarters. I hope 
this testimony of my good opinion of your character us a soldier may prove useful.” 

In February, 1855, at the express recommendation of the Duke of Newcastle, the 
Field-Marshal General Viscount llnrdinge, G.C.B., the Karl of Clarendon, and Lord 
Panmure, Major Plowden was appointed to the command of a cavalry regiment in the 
Turkish Contingent, and presented as such to Her Majesty the Queen. 

Lieutenant E. Plowden received a medal for Caubul, a medal for Jellalalwd. and 
a medal and three clasps for Moodkee, Ferozcshah, Aliwal, and Sabrnon ; medal for 
Turkey, and fourth class “Order of Modijee.” 


Letters and Testimonials to Major Edmund Plowden, from distinguished Military and Civil 

Officers. 


From the late Field-Marshal General Lord Hardinge, G.C.B., Sc., &c., Commander-in-Chief 

of Her Majesty s Army. 

Dear Sir, Horse Guards, April 12, 1854. 

I am n*adv and anxious to assist your views in proceeding to Turkey. I cannot 
do so officially, as you an* on the list of the East India Comi>any’8 army; but I have great 
pleasure in stating my opinion, derived from Reports made to me when Govemor-Geueral 
of India, that you commanded a native regiment of Cavalry with great success during 
the Sutlej campaign, your conduct justifying in the field the expectation raised of your 
skill by the able manner in which you trained and commanded the regiment in canton¬ 
ment. 

1 wish vou everv possible success, and am, &c. 

To Captain E. Plowden. (Signed) Hardixge. 


From Lieutenant-General Sir Harry Smith, G.C.B., See., 8fc. 


My dear Plowden, Government House, Devonport, February 23, 1854. 

I give you great credit for the course you propose in joining the Turks. Success 
attend you. 

Ever faithftilly, &c. 

(Signed) * II. G. Smith. 


In closure. 

Captain Plowden, of the Bengal army, lias the just reputation of being one of the 
liest Cavalry officers in that excellent army. At the battle of Aliwal he greatly distin¬ 
guished himself in a charge of the 5th Native Cavalry, and I may venture to assert., 
upon every future occasion he may have the good fortune to be in action, his career will 
be a glorious one. 

(Signed) II. G. Smith, Major-General. 

From General Lord Gough, G.C.B., ftc., late Commander-in-Chief j East Indies. 

My dear Sir, St. Helen's, Dublin, July 3, 1854. 

I shall be very happy if the accompanying expression of my opinion of your merits 
as a Cavalry officer proves of any assistance to you in the object you say you have in 
view of obtaining military employment in Turkey. 

Yours faithfully, 

To Captain E. Plowden. (Signed) Gouuu. 


Inclosure. 

Captain E. C. Plowden, late of the 5th Regiment Bengal Light Cavalry, commanded 
a troop of his regiment with marked distinction during the celebrated and protracted 
defence of Jellalabad in 1841-42; ami lie served with the army under my personal 
command throughout the Sutlej campaign. I believe him to Ik? an excellent Cavalry 
officer; and he has been at different times brought to my notice as a brave, intelligent, nml 
gallant soldier in the field. He is now desirous of obtaining military employment in 
Turkey; and if he succeeds in this object, I predict that he will zealously take advan¬ 
tage of any opportunity that may be afforded to liiw to do good service. 

(Signed) Gough, General. 

From Lieutenant-General Sir Joseph Thackwell , G.C.B., $rc., SfC., General of Cavalry 

Division, Army of the Sutledge. 

My dear Sir, Aghadn House , Cloyne, near Cork, March 10, 1854. 

I am happy to say that you were under my command for several years, nml that 1 
always considered you an active, zealous, intelligent officer; ami it was well known, 
during the disasters in Atfghanistan, the siege or blockade of Jellalabad, and the second 
campaign in that country' that you had greatly distinguished yourself by your bravery 
and good conduct. 

Believe, me, Ac. 

To Captain Plowden. (Signed) Jos. Thackwell, 

Late commanding the Meerut Division and Cavalry of the Army. 


From General Sir George Pollock, G.C.B., &c M S*c., late Commander-in-Chief of the Army in 

Cabul. 

My dear Captain Plowden, Southlands, Battersea, May 16, 1851. 

I have much pleasure in hearing testimony to your conduct as correct and gentle¬ 
manly, during tlie three or four years you were were at the same station with me at 
Cawupore. 

IV hen we met again it was under very altered circumstances. You were one ot 
the ** illustrious garrison” of Jellalabad, ami you had personally contributed by your 
gallant conduct to uphold the character of that garrison. I should hope that the recol¬ 
lection of the services performed by the individuals of that garrison (and they were of 
vital imjKirtance at the time), would plead more effectually iu your behalf in obtaining 
some appointment, than any recommendations even from the highest military 
authority. 
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I may add, I well recollect the service* performed by the troop which you com¬ 
manded and led on the 24th of August, 1842, when we were engaged with the'enemy 
at Mamook&il. Your name was not mentioned in my despatch, because it would have 
been unusual to do so; but I fully appreciated your services on that occasion. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) Geo. Pollock. 

From General Sir George Pollock , G.C.B., #c., &c., late Commander-In-Chief of the Army in 

Cabul. 

My dear Captain Plowden, Clapham Common, March 8, 1854. 

I am glad to hear that you are about to proceed to Constantinople for the purpose 
of assisting in the coming struggle. If the authorities are as well aware of your worth 
as an officer as I am, you will not be a day without employment. I don’t know that I 
could express more highly my sense of the value of your services as an officer than 1 
have already done in my letter to your address, dafo*d 16th May, 1851, from which you 
are of course at liberty to make extracts, if you think they will be of use to you in 
promoting your views on the present occasion. 

Wishing you every success, I remain, Ac. 

(Signed) Geo. Pollock. 

From Captain Cox, Her Majesty's 13/A Regiment Light Infantry. 

My dear Plowden, Winchester, May 21, 1851. 

I send you the inclosed, which I hope may lx* of service to you. It is signed bv 
every officer of the regiment who was with us at Jellalabad, who is now present with 
the regiment. George Wade wishes me to tell you, that liis brother’s address is 
“ Uawkswell Ilall, Bedale, Yorksliire and that he is sure ho would be happy to add 
his name. 

Yours, &c. 

(8igned) JonN Wm. Cox. 
(Inclosed in the preceding.) 

My dear Plowden, Winchester, May 21, 1851. 

We liave much pleasure in stating that while we knew you in AfTglianistan, 
particularly during the siege of Jellalabad, when you were an honorary member of our 
mess, we lind a very high opinion of you as an upright nnd honourable man ; and it would 
givo us great pleasure to see so gallant an officer, who so frequently distinguished 
himself, obtain employment. 

We remain, &c. 

A. E. P. Holcombe, Major, 13/A Light Infantry. 

Emelius J. N. Forester, Captain 13/A Light Infantry. 
John Wm. Cox, Captain 13/A Light Infantry. 

Geo. Kino, Captain 13/A Light Infantry. 

Geo. Wade Captain 13/A Light Infantry. 

George Talbot, Captain 13/A Light Infantry. 

P. U. JENNINGS, Captain 13/A Light Infantry. 

F. E. Straubenzke, Lieutenant. 

From Major Wade, late of Her Majesty's 13/A Light Infantry. 

My dear Plowden, Haurtcell Hall, May 24, 1851. 

I have received your letter and its inclosure, which I return. 

Believe me it gives me sincere pleasure to add my testimony of regard to that of 
my late brother officers, and to state tliat, during the time we served together, I always 
looked upon you as an upright gentleman and a man of honour. 

As to your distinguished conduct in the field, it is too well known to need any 
comment from me ; and I hope to hear that you succeed in obtaining some employment 
or consideration on account of it. 

Hoping to see you ere long, 

Believe me, Ac 

(Signed) IJamlet C. Wade, 

Late of the 13/A Light Infantry, and Major of Brigade td the Jellalabad Force. 


From Captain Hall, now Colonel of my late Regiment, the 5th Bengal Light Cavalry . 

My dear Plowden, Bath, June I, 1851. 

I have known you from the day you first joined us at Cawnpore, and your conduct 
was ever that of a gentleman and a man of honour. 

Your conduct as an officer and a soldier is matter of history, and, though not with 
you, I always felt grateful to you for so proudly maintaining the honour of our regiment 
in the field. 

Wishing you every success in your application for employmnnt, 

Believe me, Ac. 

(Signed) Arthur Hall, 
Captain 5th Regiment Bengal Light Cavalry. 

From Major-General Younghusband, 35/A Regiment Light Infantry. 

My dear Plowden, London, June 13, 1851. 

I have much pleasure in rendering you the testimony you require, as I can do so 
with a full and jx*rfect conviction that, however strongly I may write, I can state 
nothing but what is the truth. 

The time I was acquainted with you, during the defence, not only of Jellalabad, 
but of British honour in Asia, vou w'erc looked U|xm as one of the bravest and best 
officers there. You had not the advantage, like that extraordinary lucky man Mayne, 
of having your name brought prominently forward in every despatch, not enjoying a 
separate command; but could such services lx? weighed, I fancy the balance would be in 
your favour. I have distinctly lx*fore my eyes the day, it was the first of April, when 
a starving garrison looked to you for relief; when you went up to Sale, as he bent over 
the ramparts, undecided and anxious what to do; when you pointed out the flocks of 
Akbar Khan, and offered to bet the wavering commander a gold mohur, that, if you 
were allowed to go w ith your troop, the flock would be within the walls in half an hour 
—fortunately, your confident tone gained the day ; and in less tlian half an hour you 
won your wager—486 well-fed sheep restored plenty and renewed confidence to 
the little garrison, and on your services and gallant Ixaring on that occasion we may lx* 
said to owe the glorious victory gained over Akbar Khan on the memorable 7th of 
April. Further, I need only say, you were then loved and respected by all—your 
joyous tone and manner ever raised the spirits of those who allowed themselves to lx? 
depressed under such circumstances—and I can only say it would givo me infinite 
pleasure to hear that the Government liave given you a good appointment in 
consideration of your gallant services. 

With best wishes for your success. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) A. Young husband, 
Major-General 35/A Light Infantry. 

From Lieutenant-Colonel Pattison , late of 13/A Light Infantry. 

My dear Plowden, 10, Norland Terrace , Notting Hill, September 15, 185*2. 

It gives me much pleasure in adding my testimony to that of my late brother 
officers, of your conduct during the long time we served together on our march from 
Cabul, as well as in the beleaguered garrison of Jcllalalmd. 

I always looked upon you as an upright gentleman and a man of honour; your 
conduct as a soldier is too well known to require any comment from me, and I sliall 
indeed be glad to hear of your obtaining employment. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) It. Pattison, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, late Major, 13/A Light Infantry. 

[In August, 1859, Major Plowden was a candidate for the Chief Constablesbip of 
Lancashire, and obtained the following testimonials, which were added to some of the 
above:—] 

From Viscount Hardinge. 

Dear Major Plowden, South Park, August 14, 1859. 

In reply to your letter telling me tliat you are a candidate for the office of Chief 
Constable for the County of Lancashire, I can add little to the testimonials you have 
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from my father and others. Having been aware, from my official connection with the 
then Governor-General, what those services were, I will only say that I wish you 
success in your application. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) Uardinge. 

From Lieutenant-General Sir Harry Smith, G.C.B., fife., fife. 

Manchester, August 14, 1859. 

Major Plowden, of the Cavalry of the Army of the East Indies, was for his reputed 
zeal and military ability appointed by me to the stair of the army which achieved the 
victory of M Aliwalhis conduct in that tattle was everything a General could desire, 
and his zeal, gallantry, and activity was beneficial to the interests of the service. He is 
well calculated to fill any situation requiring activity and intelligence. 

(Signed) Harry Smith, Lieutenant-General. 

From General. Sir Robert Vivian, K.C.B ., &c.. fife., Member of Her Majesty's Indian 

Council. 

My dear Plowden, Monalkie, Ballater, August 18, 1859. 

The various testimonials you submitted to me, proving your zeal, activity, and 
groat gallantry, will he amply sufficient to ensure your success, if testimonials of such 
tint are he wanting, and you must he aware that, beyond the employment for obtaining 
horses for the Contingent, I had no opportunities of judging of your qualifications. I 
have made it a practice to decline giving private testimonials to officers who served 
with me in Turkey, confining myself to the expression of my opinions of my officers in 
General Orders; were I to break through this rule much inconvenience and emtarruss- 
ment might arise* therefrom. I should he heartily glad to sec you succeed in obtaining 
any employment that would call forth those* qualifications few activity and intelligence 
so strongly te*stilie*el to by the* testimonials already in your possession. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) R. II. Vivian. 

From General Sir George Pollock, G.C.B., Sic., &(c. 

Clap/mm Common, August 15, 1859. 

I have known Major Edmund Plowden since alsmt 183*1 or 1835 ; first at Cawn- 
pore\ ami as far as pt*rsonal observation and general n*js»rt goes, I leave always 
considered him a gentleman in eve*ry respect, lie was under my command in 
Afghanistan, where he* givatly distinguished himself, nnel 1 have no hesitation in 
declaring him as an Officer and as a gentleman “seiner tache." 

(Signed) George Pollock, General. 

From Major-General Sir G. H. Me Gregor, K.C.B. , fire., fire.. Her Majesty's Bengal Artillery, 
and late Commander-In-Chief of Jung Bahadoor's Force during the Mutiny in India. 

My dear Plowden, 7, Sussex Place , Hyde Park Gardens, August 14, 1859. 

In replying to your note of yesterday’s date, I have much pleasure in certifying 
that we were together in Afghanistan, when you were serving with Sale's Brigade, to 
which I was attached as Political Agent. 1 well recollect that during the several 
operations of the Brigade (at the time of tlu* insurrection), including the ever memor¬ 
able defence of Jellalabad, you greatly distinguished yourself for activity, gallantry, 
and intelligence. Many years have elapsed since those eventful times, hut I still 
retain a very distinct and pleasing remembrance of the good services you then rendered 
the Government when comparatively a very young man, and 1 should Ik* very glad to 
hear that you were successful in obtaining the appointment in Lancashire for which 
you arc u candidate. 

Believe, me, Ac. 

(Signed) G. H. McGregor. 

From Sir Frederick Currie, Bart., Member of Her Majesty's Indian Council. 

Dear Sir, Fast India House, August 15, 1859. 

I shall 1 m* very glad indeed to hear that you are success ul in your endeavour to 
obtain the appointment of Chief Constable of Lancashire. I do not know what the 
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particular duties of the office may be, and I therefore can say little about your peculiar 
qualifications for their performance. I know that you possess very high testimonials 
from the distinguished officers under whom you have served, of eminent qualifications 
as a soldier and an officer, which you will of course submit to those with whom the 
appointment you are seeking may rest. 

Yours, Ac. 

To Miyor E. Plowden. (Signed) F. Currie. 


Yours, Ac. 


(Signed) 


F. Currie. 


From Ross D. Mangles, Esq., Member of Her Majesty's Indian Council. 

My dear Major Plowden, India House, August 13, 1859. 

I know that you are both a soldier of distinguished gallantry, and a first-rate 
Cavalry Officer, hut I do not feel confident to vouch for—because 1 really do not 
know—your qualifications for the Chief Constnbleship of a County. If you were not 
active, intelligent, prompt, and resolute, you could not have won the very high reputa¬ 
tion which you must certainly tave enjoyed in India—as cortifh*d by the late Lord 
Hardinge, Lord Gough, Sir George Polhx*k, and the late General Littler,—as a soldier 
and officer, lw>th in a Regular Regiment of Cavalry, ami as a Partisan Leader. And 
these, I presume, are qualities which go some way, at least, to fit a gentleman to bo nn 
efficient Chief Constable. 

Believe me, Ac. 

(Signed) Ross I). Mangles, Member of Council in India. 

From C. Mills , Esq., Member of Her Majesty’s Indian Council. 

Sir, August 17, 1859. 

I wish you may succeed in your desire to obtain the appointmont of Chief 
Constable of Lancaster. I am only able to hear testimony to the high character given 
to you by so many distinguished Officers, and of their opinion of your gallantry and 
conduct as an Officer. 

I am, Ac. 

To Major E. Plowden. (Signed) Charles Mills. 

From William John Law. Esq., Her Majesty's Chief Commissioner for the Relief of Insolvent 

Debtors. 

My dear Plowden, 5, Sussex Square , Brighton, August 23, 1859. 

I wish with all my heart, you may succeed in your object. Knowing you as I do, 
1 can only say that any county in England would 1m* fortunate in having such a man 
for Chief Constable, i only wish I had influence in such an appointment. Though I 
am no soldier I know* your merits as a soldier and a gentleman l>etter than most 
men,—good luck to you. 

Ever yours, Ac. 

(Signed) W. J. Law. 

Major E. Plowden received a Medal for Calnil; a Medal for Jellalabad ; and a 
Medal and three Clasps for Moodkee, Ferozcshur, Aliwal and Sohraon ; Medal for 
Turkey, and 4th class Order of Medijee. 


No. 43. 

Minutes by Mr. Layard and Earl Russell. 

HA\ E you decided what to do about Abyssinia ? I think Mr. Badger’s sugges¬ 
tion for sending Mr. Ilormuzd Rassam 4 very good one. I know him well. He is a 
very faithful, intelligent man, thoroughly ‘well acquainted with the Arabs, and 
exercising much influence over them. If you approve the suggestion, I would 
communicate with the India Office, and sec whether it could be carried out. 

A. U. LAYARD. 


Minute. 


I sent Mr. Badger to you, being very busy. I think liis suggestion a very good 
•* But the India Office must not object to our Consul at Cairo writing to Aden 


• No. 41. 
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according to circumstances. It would be too much to have to send from Cairo or from 
Aden to England for orders when a man’s liberty and life arc at stake. 

June 9. R- 


No. 44. 

The Rev. G. Badger to Mr. Layard.—(Received June 4.) 

My dear Mr. Layard, 7, Dawson Place , Bayswater, Saturday night , June 4, 1864. 

1 BEE from the 44 Bombay Gazette ” of the 14th May, just received, that Her 
Majesty's steam-ship 44 Dalhousie ” was to sail on the following day for Aden, to protect 
British subject* in and a!>out Ilodeida. 

This provides one requisite for the settlement of the Abyssinian affair. An agent 
might go to Massowah in that vessel, and on his arrival communicate with the King by 
letter, advising him of the object of his visit, and suggesting the propriety of the release 
of the prisoners before lie proceeded to Gondar to deliver the despatch from the loreign 
Office. Any letters from the Coptic Patriarch might be stmt forward with the agent’s 
private letter. The King’s reply would probably lie favourable, and have the force of a 
safe-conduct. 

Yours faithfully. 

(Signed) GEORGE PERCY BADGER. 


No. 45. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Layard.—(Received June .) 

My dear Lnvard, Kite Croft , Winchficld, June 6, 1864. 

I SEND you a memorandum recording my conversation with Mr. Badger, who 
would doubtless undertake the journey and mission to Abyssinia, if his going would be 
preferred to any other arrangement. 

What he said about the Navy is only wlmt I have hoard from every other quarter. 

Ever yours, 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


Inclosure in No. 45. 

Memorandum of Conversation with the Rev. G. Badger. 

The Rev. G. P. Badger called upon me on the 3rd instant, ic accordance with 
Mr. Lnvard’s request, and 1 then entered with him into the question of what steps 
could w ith advantage be taken to procure the liberation of Captain Cameron and the 
other persona imprisoned or detained in Abyssinia by King Theodore. 

lie said he had heard that the plea of the King, in so far as Cameron was concerned, 
was that the Queen had not answered a letter which he had written to Her Majesty ; 
but he was strongly inclined to the opinion that there was truth in a rumour which 
had reached him that there was a graver cause for the King’s fury. A woman was in 
the case; and although it might seem absurd to talk about immorality m a region 
where morality can scarcely lie said to exist, the woman in this instance was a member 
of the King’s family ; and hence, perhaps, as well as from Captain Cameron’s canwing 
things with too high a hand, the King took a decided line against him. lie had seen 
Cameron at Cairo, when the latter went out, and he then felt convinced that he would 
not do much good and might conic to grief. 

1 said tlu* onlv question we had to deal with at present was how to get Lameron 
released. That we had no interest directly or indirectly in Abyssinia of such paramount 
kind as to induce us to go to lengths to secure King Theodore's friendship or alliance ; 
but that, with the view to the release, the Queen had wTitten a letter, which w*e now 
wished to forward, and how could this l>est 1*' done so as to effect our object ? \\ e 

were averse to sending another European, as he might only share Cameron s fate, and 
the case would thus be aggravated. I understood he had suggested our availing 
ourselves of the assistance of the Patriarch of the Copts L*i Egypt. Could the 
Patriarch be persuaded to forward this letter ? 



No, he said. The Patriarch would doubtless assist by a letter of recommendation, 
and would probably instruct the Bishop who had consecrated Theodore, and also had 
great power over him, to render his aid, but no good would result from our merely 
sending the letter unless the peculiarities of the native character were attended to. 
In the first place, the Queen’s letter should be correctly translated into Abyssinian. 
It should be forwarded to the Political Resident at Aden with instructions to send it on 
with some pomp bv a person qualified to go on such an errand. That iierson should 
be conveyed in a ship of war to Massowah, from whence the news of his arrival, in 
state, would reach Gondar long before he got there himself, and would predisjiose the 
King to receive him favourably. That, although the fact of his being the bearer of a 
letter from the Queen might be allowed to ooze out, the Envoy should say nothing of 
it officially till he had worked upon the King’s mind, and in* fact had obtained the 
release, when the letter might be delivered as a sort of reward. Mr. Badger appre¬ 
hended no danger for the Envoy,—so little indeed, that he was himself prepared to 
undertake the duty, if asked; but the great difficulty which he foresaw was that since 
the abolition of the Indian Navy there never was a ship of war available for service in 
the Red Sea,—an evil the magnitude of which was evidently not seen by the Home 
authorities, but which was deeply felt by our Officers in the East, and which was 
growing up to the very serious detriment of the material interests and of the political 
prestige of England. If the Political Resident at Aden could get Mr. Barroni, formerly 
our Sub-Agent at Massowah, to go to Gondar, no better person could be selected; 
but what had become of Mr. Barroni he did not know. At any rate, whether it was 
Mr. Barroni or any one else, he ought to be conveyed from Aden to Massowah in a 
ship of war. 

The letter and assistance from the Patriarch of the Copts should l>o sought, and 
would doubtless be obtained by an Agent in Egypt. 

June 4, 1864. * J. M. 


No. 40. 

Mr. Beecroft, M.P ., to Mr. Layard.—(Received June 11.) 

Sir, 4, Gloucester Terrace, Regent's Park, June 6, 1864. 

I BEG leave to forward to you a letter 1 have received from one of my 
constituents respecting the persecution in Abyssinia of British subjects. 

Will you be kind enough to favour me with a reply, and oblige, &c. 

(Signed) * GEO. S. BEECROFT. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 46. 


Mr. Dufton, Senr., to Mr. Beecroft, M.P. 

Leeds , June 4, 1864. 

II you see no objection, I should be glad if you would do me the favour to call 
mv Lord Russell’s or Mr. Lnyard’s attention to a paragraph headed 44 Persecution in 
Abyssinia of British Subjects,” which you will find on page 5 of this day’s 44 Intelli¬ 
gencer,” a copy of which I forward you by this post. 

It appears from Mr. Lnyard’s reply to a question put to him in the House on this 
subject last night, that the Government are in much need of direct and reliable 
information. 

My son haring spent four months at the Abyssinian Court last year had good 
opportunities of not only judging of King Theodore’s character, hut also of ascertaining 
something of his f<*eling towards England; and entertaining a lively interest in the 
welfare of the individuals who art* reported to be in chains, many of whom an* personally 
known to him, he is at once prepared to be the bearer of a despatch from our Govern¬ 
ment to His Abyssinian Majesty. 

Apologising for thus troubling you, I am, &c. 

(8igned) 


HENRY DUFTON. 




Inclosure 2 in No. 46. 

Extract from the “ Intelligencer / 

Persecution in Abyssinia of British Subjects.—“ A short time ago it was 
reported that the Iiev. Mr. Stern, a missionary, we believe, of the London 8oeiety for 
Promoting Christianity among the Jews, had been publicly whipped by order of 
Theodoras, the so-called Emperor of Abyssinia. Later accounts from the same 
quarter confirm the intelligence, and seem to imply further, that for some cause or 
other Theodoras has commenced a general persecution of all British subjects within 
his territories, including our Consul, Captain Cameron. 

“ The following is a verbatim copy of a notice which Captain Cameron succeeded 
in getting conveyed to Massowah;—‘ Myself, Stem, Rosenthal, Cairaes, Bardel, 
M’Cmire, and McKilvie art? all chained here. Flad, Staigor, Brandcis, and 
Cornelius sent to Gaflht to work for King. No release until civil answer to King s 
letter arrives. Mrs. Flad, Mrs. Rosenthal and children, all of us well. Wnte this to 
Aden, and to Mrs. Stern, 16, Lincoln’s-inn-ficlds.—Gondar, 1 tth February, 1864. * 

“ We are perfectly at a loss to conceive what can have induced so sudden a change 
of conduct on the part of the Emperor Theodoras. Up to a very recent period he was 
the sworn friend of the English, who had generally sided with him in the policy which, 
within the last Urn years, has raised him from the rank of a provincial governor to that 
of supreme ruler over the whole of Abyssinia, including Shoo. In I860 he paid a 
large Num of money to ransom our late Consul Plowden from the hands of the rebels 
in Thrrd, who had wounded and seized him while travelling towards the coast. 
Plowden's death was avenged by the Englishmen Bell, who had long been commander- 
in-chief of the Abyssinian army. Bell himself fell in the attempt; but the victory 
which he had gained over the rebels paved the way for the subjection of the whole of 

Tigre to the authority of Theodoras. , „ . .. . 

“ Such having been the friendly relation between the Lmi>eror and the few 
Englishmen settled in Abyssinia, we cannot imagine what lias caused the present state 
of hostility, and purposely abstain from publishing the surmises which have reached us 
on the subject. Wliat we are most anxious to know' is, what steps the foreign Office 
lias taken to obtain the release of our countrymen and countrywomen, who appear to 
have been in chains at (Jondar for the last tour months at least. Morning Herald. 


Our fellow-townsman, Mr. Diifton (son of Mr. II. Dolton, doth mercliant), in a 
communication we have received from him, gives it as his opinion, foimded on 
information obtained during a six months’ residence in Abyssinia in 1863, during w hich 
he had several interviews with King Theodore, tliat the displeasure of that monarch 
towards Captain Cameron and our fellow-subjects, though manifesting itself on the 
occasion of tlicir interference on behalf of Mr. Stern, is really due to the neglect or 
delay of our own Government in not replying to the letter which the Abyssinian King 
despatched to Queen Victoria in some juirt of 1862. The purport of the letter was to 
ascertain the w illingness of Her Majesty to receive Ambassadors tram the Ethiopian 
Court, and also whether such Ambassadors could be guaranteed a safe passage through 
the territory of the Pasha of Egypt, with whom King Theodore is not on good terms. 
With the Ambassadors the King also pun>osod sending some of the richest presents his 
dominions afforded, including Abyssinian breeds of horses, gold- and silver-mounted 
saddles and trippings, armour, shields, and spears. Now, the non-receipt of a 
favourable reply would lie apt to present itself to the King as a sign of indifference, if 

not something approaching to ingratitude, on our part. , . , 

llis good feeling towards the English nation is unquestionable; this tiavmg been 
folly guaranteed by the faithful services, during more than twenty years, of our fellow- 
countrymen Plowden and Bell. The King’s revenge for the death of the latter was 
the slaughter of 3,000 of his own people; and he is even now often known to weep at 
the remembrance of him whom he had made bis bosom companion and mend. He has 
been known to say, in the expressive idiom of the East, that, were an Englishman to 
present him with poison, lie, knowing it to be such, would take it at his hands for the 
love ho bears to the nation. His ambition is very great, and, having gone on hitherto 
in his conquering career with little check or hindrance, lie is prone to look upon 
himself as having already attained (though such is far from being the case) the object 
for which he says lie lives—namely, the re-uniting of all Hm* territories originally 
called Ethiopia into ouc vast empire. His title is King* of Kings, or Emperor of 

• Sic. 


Ethiopia! The neglect—for in this light he will certainly view it—-of our Government 
in not replying to his letter must consequently be somewhat offending to his pride, and 
also liable to excite his indignation, as tumbling him in the sight of his people, and 
thereby endangering the stability of his throne. 

Ttese persecutions by the King of Abyssinia were the subject of remark in the 
House of Commons yesterday (Friday) evening. Mr. La yard, tne mouthpiece of the 
Foreign Office, in repjy to Mr. Seymour, said that the Government had received direct 
information that the King had placed the British Consul and several missionaries in 
confinement, and that the French Consul had also been imprisoned, but he had been 
released. How it is that our own Representative should suffer more than that of 
France, we shall perhaps learn at some other day. According to what Mr. Dufton says 
(and we have full confidence in his statement of fhets and in the correctness of his 
inferences), the Palmerston Government is far from being blameless in the production 
of the untoward state of things which now exists in Abyssinia. Mr. Layard, according 
to official precedent, assured the House that "the question”—the imprisonment of the 
British Consul and other British subjects—“ was under the serious consideration of the 
Foreign Offioe.” 


No. 47. 

Mr. Layard to Mr. Murray. 

Dear Murray, June 10, 1864. 

WILL you be good enough to direct a letter to be written to Mr. Beecroft the 
M.P., acknowledging the receipt of the letter sent to me some days ago, and of which 
the inclosed is a copy, thanking Mr. Dufton and informing him tliat steps have already 
lieen taken in this matter. 

Yours, &c. 

(8igned) A. H. LAYARD. 

Minute. 

To be done. The letter is annexed. 

J. MURRAY. 


No. 48. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office. June 10, 1864. 

I HAVE laid before Earl Russell your letter of the 4th instant, and with reference 
to the observations contained in it respecting the instructions sent to Her Majesty’s 
Agent and Consul-General in Egypt to communicate with the Political Agent at Aden 
in the matter of the imprisonment of Captain Cameron and other British subjects by 
the King of Abyssinia, I am directed by his Lordship to request that you will state to 
Secretary Sir Charles Wood that the urgency of the case induced Lord Russell, with a 
view to save Captain Cameron’s life and the lives of other Europeans, to send tele¬ 
graphic orders to Mr. Colquhoun to communicate at once with the Resident at Aden, 
through which place Mr. Colquhoun seemed to be of opinion that communications 
might most surely be sent to Abyssinia; and his Lordship, anxious for the life and 
liberty of British subjects, did not at the moment call to mind the probability that the 
Resident at Aden would have to consult his own superior officers before acting on 
Mr. Colquhoun’s request. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No, 49. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Beecroft, M.P. 

Sir* Foreign Office , June II, 1864. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
6th instant, inclosing a letter from Mr. Dufton, offering the services of his son with a 
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view to procure the release of Captain Cameron and other Europeans who are supposed 
to be detained in captivity by King Theodore of Abyssinia; and I am to reouest that 
you will have the goodness to convey to Mr. Dufton Lord Russell s best thanks for his 
offer, but inform him that other arrangements have been made in this respect. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MLRRAY. 


No. 50. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

g* Foreign Office, June 11, 1864. 

' I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you drafts of letters which his 
Lordship proves to address to Uer Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Em>‘ 
and to the Admiralty, respecting the steps to be taken for securing the release of 
Captain Cameron, Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowali, and of other European*iwho 
are stated to be detained in captivity by Theodore, King of Abyssinia. _ Theselett«c» 
explain the course which, as Lord Russell has been advised, Her Majesty * GOTmunint 
should adopt in this respect, and I am to request that you will move Secretary Sir 
Charles Wood to allow the services of ller Majesty’s Officers at Aden to be afforded in 

tlU8 Aiming Eh C^Wood’s concurrence, Lord Russell would suggest that instructions 
be given to the Political Resident at Aden to send Mr. Ilormuzd out he mission 

to Massowah, and if necessary to Gondar; and Ins Lordship trusts that the Admiralty 

will be able to forward him from Aden in a ship of war. L lf _ , ,, 

Earl Russell lias been advised that on arriving at Massowah, Mr. Rassani should 
forward to Gondar a letter from himself to the King announcing Ins arrival as the bearer 
of a letter from the Queen, and should at the same time send the letters from the Anarch 
of the Copte, and should await King Theodore's reply before 

be necessary for him to proceed in person to Gondar to deliver the Queen s letter, or 
whether it would bo sufficient to send the letter to Captain Cameron; but m making 
this suggestion his Lordship feels that he must leave a discretion to the 
and Mr. Bassam’s ability and knowledge ot the people will doubtless enabh him t 

iudirc the best course to be adopted. . . ... . 

J I am to add that Lord Russell would be glad to be favoured with an early com¬ 
munication of Sir Charles Wood’s decision. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 51. 

Mr. Murray to Major Plowden. 

g. Foreign Office, June 14, 1864. 

lr ’ I AM directed bv Earl Runaoll to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
4th instant, and to thank you for your offer of services with a view to obtaining the 
release of Captain Cameron and other British subjects imprisoned m Abyssinia. 

1 I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 52. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Layard.—(Received June 15.) 

(Confidential.) M{a ^ Jm( , 4> 1864 

111 WITH reference to your letter of the 11th instant, received yesterday, I am 
directed by Sir Charles Wood to suggest, for the information of Lari Russell, that it 
would i/his opinion, bo expedient to despatch the accompanying message to the 
Political Resident at Aden, through the Consul-General m Egypt, m order to overtake 

• No*. 54 and 55. 
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the mail despatched from this on the 10th instant. If Earl Russell concurs in this 
opinion. Sir Charles Wood suggests that telegraphic instructions should be sent by his 
Lordship to Mr. Colquhoun to forward the message to the Resident at Aden, and at the 
same time to send a copy of it to the Government of Bombay. Full instructions will 
be 6ent to Aden by the mail of the 18th instant. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


} 


Inclosure in No. 52. 

Sir C. Wood to the Political Resident at Aden. 

India Office, June 14, 1864. 

IT is the intention of ner Majesty’s Government to send a letter from the Queen 
to King Theodore, which Mr. Rassam is to convey to Massowah. Her Majesty’s 
Government will endeavour to place a ship of war at the disposal of the Evident in 
time for this service, but it is believed that the steamer “Dalhousie” is at or near Aden. 
You should therefore detain it for service in case of need, and await furt her instructions 
from Her Majesty’s Government by mail due at Aden on 3rd of July. 


No. 53. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Colquhoun. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, June 15, 1864. 

FORWARD the following message decyphered to Aden, and send a copy of it to 
the Government of Bombay :— 

[Same, verbatim , as Inclosure in No. 52.] 


No. 51. 

Earl Russell to Mr. Colquhoun. 

(No. 15.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 1 6 , 1854. 

THE information which has recently reached this country in a more or less 
authentic shape, to the effect that Captain Cameron, Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, 
and other Europeans are held in confinement, or are detained against their will at 
Gondar by the King of Abyssinia, has necessarily caused anxiety to Her Majesty’s 
Government; and it is the desire of Her Majesty that every effort should be made to 
obtain their release. 

In so far as imperfect accounts can be relied on, there seems some reason to 
suppose that King Theodore may have imprisoned Captain Cameron because he had not 
received a letter from the Queen, which Captain Cameron had led him to expect, in 
reply to an offer from the King to send an Embassy to England. Her Majesty has now 
addressed a letter to King Theodore, which I herewith inclose. 

I have consulted persons to whom Abyssinia and its people are well known, as to 
the means of sending the Queen’s letter to its destination, and I have been advised that 
this may best be done by sending a properly qualified person from Aden to Massowah, 
whence he will communicate with King Theodore. 

I am, however, informed that the success of that gentleman’s mission will be 
greatly aided if the Patriarch of the Copts in Egypt M ould do Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment the favour of rendering his assistance by furnishing the gentleman so employed 
with letters to King Theodore and to the Aboona at Gondar, entreating the King at 
once to release his prisoners; and I have accordingly to instruct you to solicit this 
favour at the hands of the Patriarch. 

It Mill further be desirable that a correct translation into the language of Abyssinia 
should, if possible, accompany the Queen’s letter, of which I therefore send you a copy, 
for the purpose of procuring such translation. 

This done, you will fonvard the Queen’s letter, the translation, and the Patriarch’s 
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letters to the Political Resident at Aden, who will receive instructions from the 
Secretary of State for India in regard to their transmission to Massowah and to King 
Theodore. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) RU SSELL. 


Inclosure in No. 54. 

Her Majesty the Queen to the King of Abyssinia* 

VICTORIA, by the grace of God, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Ac., &c., to Theodore, King of Abyssinia, sendeth 
greeting. 

We have duly received the letter which your Majesty delivered to our servant 
Cameron, and we have raid with pleasure the friendly expressions which it conveys. We 
learn with satisfaction tliat your Majesty has successfully established your authority in 
the country over which you rule, and we trust that you may long continue to administer 
its affairs in peace and in prosperity. We do not require from your Majesty the further 
evidence of your regard for ourselves which you propose to afford by sending a special 
Embassy to our Court. The distance which separates Abyssinia from England is great; 
the difficulties and delays which would attend the journey of your Ambassadors might 
be hard to overcome; and much unavailing disappointment and regret might result 
from any accident which might befall your Ambassadors on the road. Our servant 
Cameron will convey to us your wishes, and he will assure you of our friendship and 
good-will; and we were glad to learn by your letter that he had been duly received by 
your Majesty. 

Accounts have, indeed, reached us of late tliat your Majesty had withdrawn your 
favour from our servant, and had subjected him and many others in whom we feel an 
interest to treatment which is inconsistent with your professions. We trust that these 
accounts have originated in false representations on the part of persons ill-disposed 
towards your Majesty, and who may desire to produce an alteration in our feelings 
towards you. But your Majesty can give no better proof of the sincerity of the senti¬ 
ments which you profess towards us, nor ensure more effectually a continuance of our 
friendship and good-will, than by dismissing our servant and any other Europeans who 
may desire it, from your Court, and in affording them eveiy assistance and protection 
on their journey to the destination to which they may desire to proceed. Our servant 
Cameron will then be able personally to explain to us your wishes in regard to any 
matters which you may desire to represent to us. 

And not doubting that you will do this, we bid you farewell, and recommend you 
to the protection of God. 

Given at our Court at Balmoral, the 28th day of May, in the year of our Lord 1864, 
and in the twenty-seventh year of our reign. 

Your good friend, 

(Signed) VICTORIA R. 

(Countersigned) Russell. 


No. 55. 

Mr* Murray to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

gj r> Foreign Office, June 16, 1864. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you copies of letters which his 
Lordship has addressed to Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt and to 
the Secretary of State for Indiaf upon a matter of great importance, involving the 
lives and liberty of Captain Cameron, Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, and of other 
Europeans who are supposed to have been detained for months in captivity at Gondar, 
by Theodore, King of Abyssinia. 

You will perceive therefrom tliat it is proposed to send a gentleman from Aden to 
Massowah, charged with a letter from the Queen to King Theodore, but Lord Russell 

• Thh wu rabacquMtlf altered. See No. 127. t Noe. 50 and 54. 



has been advised, on the best authority, that unless this gentleman is conveyed in some 
state to Massowah, the main object of saving the lives and securing the liberty of the 
captives will be defeated; and as there are no means at the Queen’s disposal of coercing 
a Ruler in the interior of Africa, Lord Russell does not doubt that the Lords of the 
Admiralty will concur with him in the expediency of adopting wliatever other steps 
may conduce to the end in view. This, Lord Russell has been informed, may probably 
be secured by sending the bearer of the Queen’s letter from Aden to Massowah in a 
ship of war, and his Lordship trusts that the exigencies of the service will permit of a 
ship being placed accordingly at the disposal of the Political Agent at Aden. 

I am to request that you will favour mo with their Lordships’ decision in this 
matter. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


Lord Wodehouse to Mr. Hammond.—(Received June 16.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office , June 16, 1864. 

IN reply to your letter of the 11th instant,* I am directed by Sir Charles Wood to 
request that you will state to Earl Russell that he is quite ready to place Mr. Rassam 
at the disposal of the Foreign Office for the purjwses mentioned in that letter, but tliat 
he would wish to be furnished with a draft of the precise instructions which Lord 
Russell wishes to be given to Mr. Rassam.f 

Sir Charles Wood would suggest that these instructions should be sent to this 
Office, to be transmitted to the Political Resident at Aden by the mail of the 18th 
instant, who will then be directed to give the necessary orders to Mr. Rassam. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 


No. 57. 

Instructions to be given to Mr. Hormusd Rassam, on his proceeding to Abyssinia. 

THE Political Resident at Aden should inform Mr. Hormuzd Rassam tliat he has 
been selected by Her Majesty’s Government to hold himself in readiness to proceed to 
Massowah, and if needful to Abyssinia, with a view of endeavouring to procure the 
release of Captain Cameron and other Europeans, who are said to be detained in 
captivity by King Theodore. 

In order tliat Mr. Rassam should be able to judge of the best mode of proceeding, 
he should be told tliat the alleged ground for the detention is stated to be the complaint 
of King Theodore that he has not received an answer from the Queen to a letter which 
he wrote some time since to Her Majesty, and the Queen has in consequence addressed 
to the King a letter, of wliich Mr. Rassam will be the bearer. 

A copy of the Queen’s letter is annexed for Mr. Rassam’s information. 

The letter itself will be forwarded to the Political Resident at Aden by Her 
Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, who has been instructed to endeavour 
to get a correct translation of it made into the language of Abyssinia, and who will also 
endeavour to forward to Aden letters from the Patriarch of the Copts in Egypt to the 
Abunn of Gondar, as well as to King Theodore, which will probably facilitate 
Mr. Rassam’s Mission. 

Mr. Rassam should be conveyed to Massowah in a ship-of-war; and it is conceived 
that, on arriving at that port, he should forward to Gondar a letter from himself to the 
King, announcing himself as the bearer of a letter from the Queen, and he should at 
the same time send on the letters from the Patriarch of the Copts. He should then 
await at Massowah King Theodore’s reply, before deciding upon the question of the 
necessity either of proceeding in person to Gondar to deliver the Queen’s letter, or of 
sending it for delivery to Captain Cameron; and on receiving the reply he should be 
guided by his own judgment as to the course to be pursued, always bearing in mind 
that the release of the persons above-mentioned is the important object to w hich alone 
he has to look, and which he must use every exertion to secure. 

• No. 50. f No. 57. 
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The above instructions should however not be held to be so binding upon 
Mr. Rassam as to prevent his adopting any other course which may appear to him in 
his progress to be more advisable; and he should be specially careful not to place himself 
in a position which may cause further embarrassment to ller Majesty’s Government. 
Full reliance is placed in Mr. Rassara’s ability, discretion, and knowledge of the people; 
and Her Majesty’s Government look with confidence to the success of his Mission. 


No. 68. 

Mr. Hammond to Lord IVode house. 

gfr t Foreign Office, June 17, 1864. 

I HAVE laid before Earl Russell your letters of the 14th and 16th instant 
respecting Captain Cameron’s imprisonment in Abyssinia, and I am directed by his 
Lordship to state to you that ho instructed Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General 
in Egypt, by telegraph, to send to the Political Resident at Aden the message inclosed 
in the first of those letters, and that, in accordance with the suggestion in your last 
letter, he has prepared the accompanying Memorandum of Instructions for Mr. Rassam, 
which I am to request that you will move 8ir Charles Wood to forward to Aden. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 69. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond. —( Received June 18.) 

gj Fi Admiralty, June 17, 1864. 

IN reply to Mr. Murray’s letter of the 16th instant respecting the conveyance 
from Aden to Massowah in a ship of war of the bearer of the Queen’s letter to the 
King of Abyssinia, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
request you* will state to Earl Russell that there is no vessel of war at present in the 
Red Sea or in the neighbourhood of Aden, but if Lord Russell would wish a vessel to 
be sent from Trincomaloe, they will give the necessary orders on the receipt of an 
intimation of the further wishes of his Lordship. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) C. PAGET. 


No. 60. 


Mr. Murray to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

at. I j Foreign Office, June 18, 1864. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
17th instant relative to the means at the disposal of the Admiralty for the conveyance 
from Aden to Massowah of the Warer of the Queen’s letter to the King of Abyssinia, 
and I am to state to you in reply that Secretary Sir Charles Wood has informed his 
Lordship that it is possible that the steamer “ Dalhousie” may be at Aden, and that 
if so, Sir Charles Wood has given orders for her detention there, and for her employ¬ 
ment on the sendee in question, hilt as there is a doubt on the subject, and as it is 
most important that every effort should be made to release Captain Cameron and the 
other captives, I am to request that you mil move the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, if they see no objection thereto, to send conditional orders to Trineomalee 
through the India Office, who might Ik* requested to order the Political Agent at Aden 
to forward them on if necessary. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 
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No. 61. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond.—(Received June 20.) 

Sir, Admiralty , June 18, 1864. 

WITH reference to your letter of this day’s date, I am commanded by mv Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of Earl Russell, 
that instructions have been sent to the Senior Officer of Her Majesty’s ships at Bombay 
and at Trineomalee to send a ship of war to Aden, to convey to Massowah the bearer 
of the Queen’s letter to the King of Abyssinia, upon receiving an intimation from the 
Political Agent at Aden that he has not been able to employ the ** Dalhousie ” upon 
the service. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) C. H. PENNELL, pro Sec. 


No. 62. 

Mr. Murray to Lord Wodehouse . 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 21, 1864. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 11th instant, I am directed by Earl Russell to 
transmit to you, for the information of Secretary Sir Charles Wood, copies of the 
inclosed correspondence with the Board of Admiralty,* relative to the conveyance from 
Aden to Massowah in a ship of war of the bearer of the Queen's letter to tne King of 
Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 63. 

Lord Wodehouse to Mr. Hammond.—(Received June 22.) 

(Confidential.) 

t India Office, June 22, 1864. 

IN reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I am directed by Sir Charles Wood to 
forward, for the information of Earl Russell, a copy of a letter from this Office to the 
Admiralty, from which his Lordship will learn that Sir Charles Wood is willing, if the 
“ Dalhousie ” should be at or near Aden when Mr. Rassam is ready to start on his 
mission, to allow that vessel to convey him to Massowah. As Sir Charles Wood gathers 
from the correspondence now received, that Earl Russell approves of this course, he will 
send the necessary instructions to the Resident at Aden by the ™»il of the 27th 
instant. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 


Inclosure in No. 63. 

Lord Wodehouse to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Confidential.) 

India Office, June 21, 1864. 

I AM directed by Sir Charles Wood to acknowledge; the receipt of your letter, 
stating that it is the wish of the lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that he should 
instruct the Political Resident at Aden to inform the senior officer of Her Majesty’s 
ships at Bombay and at Trineomalee, whether he lias been able to forward in the 
Dalhousie ” from Aden to Massowah the bearer of the Queen’s letter to the King of 
Abyssinia, and that instructions have been sent to those officers to despatch a ship of 
war to Aden to perform this service, upon receiving information from the Resident 
“ that he lias been unable otherwise to carry it out.” 

In reply to this I am to state, that Earl Russell informed Sir Cliarles Wood that 
he desired to send Mr. Rassam from Aden as the bearer of a letter from the Queen, and 
intimated that he trusted that the Admiralty would lie able to forward him fromjAden 

• No*. 59, 60, and 61. 







in a ship of war. His Lordship having been informed that unless the messenger were 
conveyed in some state to Massowah, the main object of saving the lives and securing 
the liberty of the captives in Abyssinia might be defeated. 

Sir Charles Wood accordingly placed the services of Mr. Rassam at the disposal of 
the Foreign Office, understanding that the Admiralty had been requested by Lord 
Russell to despatch a ship of war to Aden for the purpose above-mentioned. Sir Charles 
Wood at the same time despatched a message to the Political Resident at Aden to 
detain the “ Dalhousie” if she was at that place or in the neighbourhood, in case her 
services should lie required, in consequence of no ship of war being available for the 
purpose. He is not aware where tliat vessel really is, but subject to the concurrence of 
Lord Russell in this course, he will instruct Colonel Merewether if the “ Dalhousie ” is 
already at Aden, or on her way thither, to send Mr. Rassam in her to Massowah. He 
cannot, however, give orders to the Government of Bombay to send her from thence, in 

substitution for a ship of war. . . , , , . ,, 

The Resident will be directed to send a message, to lie forwarded by telegraph from 
Point de Guile to Bombay, stating whether she lias conveyed Mr. Rassam or not to 
Massowah; but the Admiralty must give such orders as seem to them best calculated 
to meet Lord Russell's wishes in the event of the 44 Dalhousie” not proceeding on the 
service in question. 

I am, &c. 


(8igned) WODEIIOUSE. 


No. 64. 

Lord Wodehouse to Mr. Hammond.—(Received June 25.) 

(Confidential.) _ .... 

gj r> India Office, June 24, 1864. 

’ WITH reference to your letter of the 21st instant, I am directed by Sir Clmrles 
Wood to forward, for the* information of Earl Russell, copy of a despatch which he 
purposes to send to the Political Resident at Aden, by the mail of the 27th instant. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W’ODEHOUSE. 


Inclosure in No. 64. 

Sir C. Wood to the Political Resident at Aden. 


India Office, June 27, 1864. 

’ ON the 14th instant I despatched to you, through the Consul-General in Egypt, a 
message, intimating that Her Majesty’s Government purposed to send a letter from the 
Queen to King Theodore, and requesting you, if possible, to detain the “ Dalhousie ” 
for the comeyanoe of Mr. Rassam, as the bearer of that letter, to Massowah, in case a 
ship of war should not lie available for the purpose. 

By the mail of the 18th I wrote to you, conveying the instructions which the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs desired to be communicated to Mr. Rassam, and 
at the same time I transmitted other corresiKindcnce for your instruction and guidance. 
It is probable tliat on, or booh after the receipt of this despatch, you will liave received 
from the Consul-General in Egypt ller Majesty’s letter, and also the letter from the 
Patriarch of the Copts, which Mr. Colquhoun was desired to procure, and that, therefore. 
Mr. Rassam will be in readiness to start upon his mission. If then the 44 Dalhousie ” 
should lie at or near Aden, and should be available for this service, you will at onoe 
make arrangements for the departure of Mr. Rassam for Massowah. 

You will observe, from the letter of the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated the 
22nd instant, tliat conditional orders have been sent to the Senior Naval Officers at 
Bombay and Trincomalee for a ship of war to be sent to Aden, in the event of the 
“ Dalhousie ” not being available; and you will, therefore, forward to Point-de-Galle 
messages to be despatched by telegraph to Bombay and to Trincc malee, informing those 
officers whether the 44 Dalhousie ” is or is not available for the conveyance of the bearer 
of the Queen’s letter to Massowah. 


I am, Ac. 

(Signed) C. WOOD. 
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No. 65. 

Mr. Reade to Earl Russell.—(Received July 1.) 

(No. 3.) 5 1 

My Ix>rd, Alexandria, June 17, 1864. 

I RECEIVED yesterday your Lordship’s telegram of the 15th instant,* communi¬ 
cating Sir Charles Wood’s instructions to the Resident at Aden, with regard to the 
transmission of a letter from the Queen to the King Theodore, and directing me to 
forward those instructions to their destination, as well as send a copy of them to the 
Governor of Bombay. 

I have duly carried out the above directions of your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


No. 66. 

Mr. Reade to Earl Russell, f—(Received July 3.) 

(Tdegmphic.) ... , . Alexandria , July 2, 1864. 

NOT possible to procure Amhanc translation of Queen’s letter. Translation in 
Arabic already prepared, and will be well understood at Court of Abyssinia. If not too 
presumptive in me to do so, I would suggest alteration of the Royafletter. 

ell-informed persons here think discouragement of Embassy would give offence 
to King Theodore, and be otherwise objectionable. Allusion to difficulties of journey 
may suggest idea of inaccessibleness to British power. I will explain myself more fully 
by next post. * * 

I await your Lordship's reply, which, if telegraphed immediately, may reach me 
before departure of China Mail. J 


No. 67. 

. Mr. Reade to Earl Russell.(Received July 3.) 

) , r , Alexandria, July 3, 1864. 

8INCb telegram of yesterday, Ayrton arrived. Confirms suggestion of altered 
course as to Theodore, on political and other grounds. King courts England. If repulsed 
maj turn to France. Trench and Germans about him. King aware of easy communi¬ 
cation between Aden and England. Treatment of Cameron’s party intended to show 
nis own people he will not be treated with want of consideration. 

. to England would make, liim compliant, and take back useful impression 

of British power, lersonal safety of captives might be seriously affected by disinclina¬ 
tion to receive Mission. * 

Mr. Badger, known to Mr. Layard and Sir Charles Wood, of trustworthy views 
on subject. J 


No. 68. 

Earl Russell to Mr. Reade. 


, i _ . , . , Foreign Office, July 6, 1864. 

•ii i 1 u Queen 8 lotter must 1)0 dellv cred, but the bearer may explain that Her Majesty 
will be happy to receive King Theodore’s Mission, if the King himself has no objection 
on account of diffiiculties. J 


• No. 65. 

t W - No. 6, July 2, 1864, recording telegram, received July 14. 

r - * Mr * Re*de’» No. 7, July 3, 1864, recording telegram, received July 14. 
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No. 69. 

Mr. Reade to Earl Outsell.*-— (Received July 6.) 


(Telegraphic.) Alexandria , July 6, 1864. 

IF your Lordship approves, I can send messenger to Massowah with letter to 
Chief Minister of King Theodore announcing approaching dispatch of officer conveying 
Her Majesty's answer to King's letter. Good treatment of Cameron and Europeans 
may lie thus insured. Probable cost of sending messenger, from 100/. to 150/. 


No. 70. 

Mr. Reade to Earl RusselLi—(Received July 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria , July 8, 1864. 

YOUR Lordship’s telegram of 6th received. I shall act accordingly. 

Informed in conversation by Viceroy that Theodore lias lately become more violent 
and capricious. It is said he has imprisoned his principal counsellor and friend [the 
Frenchman] Bardcl. 

Interesting and complete memorandum by Ayrton on communication with 
Theodore transmitted by mail of 6th. 


No. 71. 


Mr. Reade to Earl Russell.—(Received July 9.) 

(No. 5.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , June 30, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 
16th instant,t inclosing a letter which Her Majesty the Queen had addressed to King 
Theodore, with a viow to obtain the release of ller Majesty’s Consul, Captain Cameron, 
and his companions in confinement at Gondar, and instructing me to forward that letter 
to the Political Resident at Aden, together with a translation of it in the Abyssinian 
language, as well as letters which I am to endeavour to obtain from the Patriarch of 
the Copts in Egypt to the King of Abyssinia and to the Abunaof Gondar, soliciting the 
immediate release of the prisoners. 

Owing to the delay which is unavoidably involved in the preparation of the Abys¬ 
sinian translation of the Royal letter, it has been found impracticable to forward the 
correspondence to its destination by the mail which left Suez a few hours after my 
receipt of your Lordship’s instructions. 

There is no person here, it appears, sufficiently versed in the Abyssinian language 
to furnish me with the translation I required. I have consequently confided the 
negotiation of this matter to the Acting-Consul at Cairo, and communicated to him 
instructions of a corresponding nature to those I had received from your Lordship. 
Tliis arrangement is the more convenient from the circumstance of the Coptic Patriarch s 
being resident at the capital 

I regret to learn, however, from the tolegrapliie and other communications I have 
received from Mr. Ayrton on the subicct, that the difficulties of his task have been 
greatly enhanced by a very strange and inexplicable reluctance on the part of the Copts 
to accede to our request for their friendly offices. Till now, all applications made to 
them, in conformity with your Lordship’s instructions, have been met with futile and 
unfriendly excuses, which, though not expressed in plain terms, can only imply a 
negative signification. 

I ho]>e, however, that the scruples of the Patriarch may be overcome, through the 
good offices of the Viceroy, to whom I shall at once make a representation on the 
subject, and that I mav lie able to forward Her Majesty’s letter to Aden by the next 
mail, which will prohably leave Suez on the 3rd or 4th of next month. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) TH08. F. READE. 


• Mr. R**de’» No. 10. Julv 6, 1864, recording m*wd July W. 

t Mr. Reade’* No. 11, July 8, 1864, recording uletfram, received July M. 

I No. 56. 



No. 72. 


No. 73. 


Memorandum by Mr. Ayrton with regard to proposed Communication to Theodore, King of 
Abyssinia, for effecting Withdrawal of Captain Cameron and others, and Policy of 
accepting Mission to England from His Majesty.—(Received July 12.) 


Mr. Reade to Earl Russell.—(Received July 12.) 

(No. 8.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , July 4, 1864. 

HAVING stated to your Lordship, by telegraph on the 2nd instant, tliat I would 
more fully explain by post the grounds on which I veutured to offer some suggestions, 
with regard to the proposed communication tilth King Theodore, I take the earliest 
opportunity of fulfilling that promise. 

I find, however, I cannot do so more satisfactorily than by submitting to your 
Lordship the accompanying Memorandum by Mr. Ayrton, who during a residence of 
several years in this country, has paid particular attention to Abyssinian affairs, and 
possesses, consequently, more extensive and reliable information on the subject than 
anybody else of my acquaintance. 

To that Memorandum I have nothing further to ndd than the confirmation, which, 
as far as I am able to form an opinion thereon, I must give of the views and suggest ions 
it embraces. 

I would beg, however, to tender my testimony to the advantage that would probably, 
if not certainly, be derived by adopting Mr. Ayrton’s suggestion with regard to the 
illuminating of Her Majesty’s letter. The importance attached by Mussulman Potentates 
and Orientals generally to these flattering formalities is well known to me. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Alexandria, July 4, 1864. 

HAVING been entrusted with the translation of Her Majesty's letter to the King 
of Abyssinia, and charged to procun? the letters requested from the Coptic Patriarch, I 
venture to avail myself of the occasion for respectfully offering some considerations 
which have occurred to me on the subject of our policy towards Abyssinia. If these 
considerations do not lead to the course indicated in the Royal letter, I hope, in offering 
them for what they an? worth, tliat I sliall not be thought presumptuous. 

The importance of the interests of England in the Red Sea is t<x> clear to require 
exemplification. For sustaining these interests, more jMirtieuUirly in their liearing upon 
our communication with India, we have taken possession of and garrisoned Aclen, 
established Consulates at Massowah, Jeddah, and Suez, and to conciliate the bordering 
kingdom of Abyssinia, we sent there, at considerable cost, in 1840, a special Mission. 

Rivalry between French and British interests in Abyssinia, then rife, became in 
some measure* dormant, until the late extension by France of her maritime communi¬ 
cations by means of large and powerful steamers, from 8uez eastwards. In furtherance 
of her policy in this direction, she has established workshops on a considerable scale at 
8uez. 8he has taken in hand, for the Viceroy of Egypt, the construction there of a 
wet dock—in reality, an appurtenance of the Loswps Canal; and she has claimed to 
occupy the Port of Adulis, which is a little below that of Massowah, the port proper of 
Abyssinia in the Red Sea. 

In Egypt a correlative policy is prominently maintained by France. There is also 
an influential French element in the direction of the Egyptian Megidieh Steam 
Company for the local navigation of the Red Sea. 

In the spirit of the same policy, France might, at any time, establish in the Red 
8ea a local steam company of her own, which, with its superior m<ans and organization, 
if it conducted its business considerately, would work profitably, and ultimately displace 
the Egyptian company. 8ueh a French company would certainly look to opening up 
the resources of Abyssinia for increasing its traffic, and as certainly be supported in 
the attainment of that object by the French Government. 

King Theodore, having been awakened to the encroaching spirit of French policy 
through its religious action in his own country, lias persistently opposed it, and shown 
in liis relations with foreigners, a preference for England. He is a ruler of energy and 
courage, determined and, it is said, of some nobleness of character. His country is 
conterminous with Egypt, and nearly so with a part of the western shore of the Red 
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Sea; and he known that we can do him service, if he is tlireatened on the one side or 
on the other. What, then, should be our conduct to him ? to repulse his advances towards 
us ? or, to accept them, so far as a matter of comity and in encouragement of his good 
feeling toward us, we may ? By rebelling him, we wound his sense of dignity, and 
drive him, under the powerful impulse of satisfying it, from us towards our rivals, as 
he must hold the French, from his experience of the French and English parties in 
Abyssinia, to be. lie lias, too, about his person French and Germans who can 
enlighten him. We might further, by refusing his offers, exasperate him into still 
worse treatment of Mr. Cameron and the others than heretofore. By humouring him 
and accepting his Mission we shall put him in the very best mood for giving car to our 
counsels, showing grace towards Mr. Cameron and his companions, and for affording 
redress for acts we may justly complain of. 

The reasons suggested lbr inducing him not to send his proposed Mission to England 
can only have the effect of making him think, if he believes in them at all, that we 
consider the difficulties of communication with him to lie such as we have stated them, 
and should lie deterred by them from attempting the road to him and, therefore, that 
he has the less to fear from us. In forming his own views of the journey to England, 
he will remember that ladies and children ore constantly proceeding from Aden to 
England, and that his own people and the inhabitants of the ports of the Red Sea 
experience no difficulty in reaching Alexandria, which, he must also well know, is in 
frequent and easy commnication with all parts of Eurojie. 

From what is reported in Cairo, Theodore’s treatment of Mr. Cameron and the 
British Missionaries is in order to show his own people that he will not allow his com¬ 
munication to the British Court to remain unnoticed with impunity. He may have 
liit upon a barbarous expedient for enforcing attention to his letter, but we should 
remember that like mode* of acting were resorted to in Europe in earlier times. 

Wen* the Mission accepted, it could not set out unless all Europeans who have 
engaged Her Majesty's most gracious sympathy, and wish to leave the country, were 
allowed to depart; and, even afterwards, were Mr. Cameron’s report such as to justify 
a demand for reparation, the Mission might Ik* kept waiting in England for an audience 
until the question were settled. Theodore would not relish the idea of his Mission, 
actually in function, lH»ing disgraced before the world; and, rather than be exposed to 
that alternative, might the more readily agree to what was required. He might be 
mortified for the moment, hut the success of his Mission, and its return with presents 
for him, would restore him to good humour. 

Even were the Mission never admitted to audience, it could be made to receive 
much evidence, that would usefully impress it of the power and greatness of England. 

Should it 1 m* thought expedient for the Mission to proceed to Her Majesty, it would 
he necessary to frame the Royal Letter in another sense, and, in tliat case, I think it 
would have au excellent effect if both the letter and translation were written on jiaper 
(or vegetable parchment, or ordinary parchment) with illuminated borders. The upper 
dexter corner of tin* liorder might he worked into a shield for hearing the effigy of 
8t. George as the Patron Saint of England, and the sinister for one for the Patron Saint 
of Abyssinia. In the letter the names of God, the Messiah, and Holy Trinity—which 
last appnvls to a strong religious sentiment in Abyssinia—might lie in gold characters 
larger than the rest; the royalties and pronouns substitute for them in red, slightly 
larger than the text, which would lie in black. 8ince the letter is in the form of an 
autograph communication from Her Majesty, the Royal arms might not be thought in 
place on it; otherwise, they would become the centre of the upper border—if they 
an* dispensed with, a symbol of the Christian religion would be appropriate. The letter 
and its translation might In* rolled, not folded, and inclosed in an embroidered velvet 
bag or emlxMwed silver silt-case of cylindrical form. All this may appear elaborate and 
expensive, hut the result would flatter the recipient and lie accepted by liim as emble¬ 
matical of the nmk and dignity of the Royal Writer of the letter. 

Were the letter altered as suggested, it might be changed in the sense of the 
draught apjiended to this Memorandum. 

In omer to obviate the effect of delay, an immediate letter might be sent from Her 
Majesty’s Agent in Egypt to the Chief Minister of King Theodore, to state, for the 
information of the King, that Her Majesty proposed very shortly to send to Abyssinia 
a special messenger bearing a reply from Her Majesty to the King’s letter. This letter 
of advice could he despatched by way of Aden or Jeddah, as should appear most expe¬ 
ditious. Such a communication would produce at on„*e a change of conduct towards 
the prisoners. 

As to communication between London and Gondar, the actual time of transit is 


from London to 8ue*, 8 days. Sue* to Massowah, direct by steam, 4$ days; by Jeddah, 

7 days; and, by Aden, 9 days—and from Massowah to Gondar, say, on the King’s affairs, 

8 days. 

8ince the reception of the Mission in England would be chiefly in satisfaction of 
our Eastern policy in connection with India, the attendant cost might be fairly on 
Indian account 

(Signed) FREDK. AYRTON, 

Acting as Her Majesty's Consul at Cairo. 

Alexandria, July 4, 1864. 


Inclosure in No. 78. 

Draft of proposed Altered Letter. 

VICTORIA, bv the Grace of God, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c., to Theodore, King of Abyssinia, in the namo 
of the Messiah and of the Holy Trinity, sendeth greeting: 

We have duly received the letter which your Majesty delivered to Our servant 
Cameron, and We have read with pleasure the friendly expressions which it conveys. 
We learn with satisfaction that Your Majesty has successfully established Your authority 
in the country over which You rule, and We trust that You may long continue to 
administer its affairs in peace and prosperity. The intention You express of sending a 
Special Embassy to Our Court, ns a further evidence of Your regard for Ourselves, has 
gratified Us, and be assured that We Rhall receive these Messengers from Your Majesty 
to Our Presence with honour and entertain them with becoming hospitality. On this 
and ever}’ other subject Our Servant Cameron will convey to us Your wishes, and he 
will assure you of Our friendship and good-will, and We were glad to learn by Your 
letter tliat he had been duly received by Your Majesty. Accounts have indeed reached 
Us of late that Your Majesty had withdrawn Your favour from Our servant, and had 
subjected him and others, in whom We feel feel an interest, to treatment which is 
inconsistent with friendship. But We trust that these accounts have originated in false 
representations by persons ill-disposed towards Your Majesty and who may desire to 
produce an alteration in Our feelings towards You. Should Our Servant Cameron be 
still with Your Majesty, We request that he, together with such Europeans, particularly 
Mr. Stem, Mr. Rosenthal, and others, as desire to leave Abyssinia, bo dismissed by 
Your Majesty and everv assistance and protection afforded them on their journey to the 
destination to which they may desire to proceed. Our Servant Cameron will then 
also be able to explain personally to Us any matters you may confide to him for Us, 
and not doubting that You will give effect*to Our request, We bid you farewell and 
recommend You to the protection of God. 

Given, &c. 


Minute. 

I agree with Mr. Ayrton, but his proposed letter must lie remodelled. 
July 14, 1864. 


R. 


No. 74. 

Consul Stanley to Mr. Sprinq Rice.—(Received July .) 

(Private.) 

(Extract) Alexandria , July 6, '864 

IT is a question whether Government are going the right way to liberate 
Cameron. To me who know the country and the character of the man, King Theodore, 
it appears strange to refuse the mission to England he proposes. 

He possibly is an utter barbarian, but represents a race of Kings who have reigned 
there since 8olomon. It is also one of the oldest Christian Colonies, and lias always 
remained Christian, though surrounded by Mussulmans and heathens. I should not 
even be surprised if in his rage at the Embassy being declined, he kills the captives 
and messenger. 

One of the causes of the ill-treatment of Cameron and others is, that having himsell 
written to Her Majesty, he was answered by the Minister. 
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His proposed mission should, in my opinion, be accepted, and mi&ht do more 
good, in opening up a fertile and productive country, than any number of Livingstone 
or Speke expeditions. Let them see cannon cast, steam-engines and ploughs at work, 
and bring back a few of these and other useful labour-saving appliances. 

Theodore is a clever man, and not without some good qualities, but he cannot 
afford to be, as he considers he has been, affronted by any Sovereign. 


No. 75. 

\Earl Russell to Mr. Reads. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 19, 1864, 6*30 p.m. 

HAS the Queen’s letter to King Theodore been forwarded to Aden ? Would there 
be time to send an amended letter, as suggested in your despatch No. 8 ?• 


No. 76. 

Excerpt from Minute of Meeting of the Church of Scotland’s Committee for Conversion of 
the Jews, July 18,1864 .—(Communicated July 20,1864.) 

Inter alia. 

THE Committee having resumed consideration of the present position of their 
mission and missionary agents in Abyssinia, it appeared that their agents in tliat 
country, if not at present actually under persecution like some of the other 
missionary agents there, are exposed to the danger of persecution, imprisonment, 
and even of death; and liaving regard to the deliverance' of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland of 20th May, 1864, on the Report of this Committee, 
whereby they are authorized, “ in the name of the Church, to apply to Her Majesty’s 
Secretary for Foreign Allairs, and to take such other steps as snail appear to them 
necessary for obtaining the protection of the British Government for the agents 
employed by them in Abyssinia and elsewhere,” the Committee resolved to authorise 
ancl hereby do authorize the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, the convener of this Committee, and any other members of the Committee 
who may lie in London, to make application, in the name of the Church and of this 
Committee, to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that the 
protection of Her Majesty’s Government he extended to the agents employed by this 
Committee in Abyssinia, and that such steps lie taken by Her Majesty's Government 
as may lie necessary for securing to them the fullest protection for their liberties, 
property, and lives. 

The Committee having had their attention further directed to the desire expressed 
by parties residing in the city of Alexandria for the erection of a church or chapel 
there for the celebration of Divine service according to the rites of the Church of 
Scotland, and to the bust that a considerable sum had been subscribed by them for tliat 
purpose, and finding that by the Act 6 Geo. IV, cap. 87, intituled “ An Act to regulate 
the Payment of Salaries and Allowances to British Consuls at foreign Ports, and the 
Disbursements at such Ports for certain public Purposes,” it is, inter alia, provided tliat 
in case any of His Majesty’s subjects shall, by voluntary subscriptions among them¬ 
selves, raise and contribute such a sum of money as shall be requisite for defraying one 
half part of the expense of erecting, purcliasing, or hiring any church or chupcl, or 
building to lie appropriated for the celebration of Divine service according to the rites 
and ceremonies of tlic United Church of England and Ireland, or of the Church of 
Scotland, at any foreign port or place wherein any Consul-General or Consul appointed 
by llis Majesty shall lie resident, then and in any such case it shall and may lie lawful 
for such Consul-General or Consul, in obedience to any order to lie for that purpose 
issued by His Majesty through one of his principal Secretaries of Shite, to advance and 
pay, for and toward the purposes aforesaid, or any of them, any sum or sums of money 
not exceeding in the whole in any one year the amount of the money raised in tliat 
year by any such voluntary contribution as aforesaid— 

Resolved to authorize, and hereby do authorize, the Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the Convener of this Committee, and any other 
members of the said Committee who may be in London, to make application, in the 
name of this Committee, to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, that the benefits and provisions ol the foresaid Act may be extended to the city 
of Alexandria, in Egypt, and in particular tliat in terms of the said Act Her Majesty’s 

• No. 72. 
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Consul-General or Consul in that city may be directed to advance and pay toward the 
expense of defraying the cost of erecting a church or chapel, or building to be appro¬ 
priated for the celebration of Divine service according to the rites of the Church of 
Scotland, a sum of money equal to that raised and contributed for the said purpose by 
Her Majesty’s subjects resorting to or residing in the said city, said sum not exceeding 
the one-half part of the cost of erecting said church or chapel. 

Extracted from the Minutes by John Tawse, Secretary. 


Minute. 

Communicated to Lord Russell by a deputation headed by Mr. Kinnaird, who 
were told that steps had been already taken with a view of endeavouring to release the 
missionaries m Abyssinia; and that whatever representation the Scotch residents at 
Alexandria wished to make to Her Majesty’s Government must be made in the usual 
manner through the Consul. 

July 20, 1864. * j M 


No. 77. 

Mr. Reade to Earl Russell'—{Received July 20, 6 30 p.m.) 

. ^ _ , , , Alexandria , July 20, 1864, 3 P.M. 

letter was forwarded by Bombay Mail, which left 8ucz on the 12th. 
is too late to communicate with Aden before Ramam’s departure 
thence. I shall wnte however, to the Political Resident at once to retain the letter 
unti further orders, if he still has the power to do so. Instructions for my guidance 
can be transmitted in the meanwhile. 


(Telegraphic.) 

THE Queen’s 
I am afraid it 


No. 78. 

Earl Russell to Mr. Reade. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 21, 1864, l A.M. 

YOU must not desire Resident at Aden to detain Queen’s letter. Let it go on. 


No. 79. 


Mr. Reade to Earl Russell.—(Received July 22.) 

(Wo. 12.) 

My Lord Alexandria, July l 1864. 

1 . , , *V l0 ??? r report that, m pursuance of the orders conveyed in your 

Lordslnp s despatch of the 16th ultimo,! and the instruction which your Lordship has 
subsequentlyrommumcatcd to be by telegraph, I this day forward!*! to the Political 
Rcmdent at Aden the Queen s letter to King Theodore of Abyssinia, together with an 



T I_ . c .. , , ' • ~ —— —■» ■» ..wenivu t» wounmuuu IU English. 

I hate not failed to communicate to Brigadier Merewether, for the information or 
guidance of Mr. Rassam, the substance of your Lordship’s telegram of the 6th, in 

ex R 1 *“’ K neC088ar y. that the Queenwill be happy to 
receive King Theodore s Mission, if His Majesty should decide upon sending it. * 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Approve Consul Reade. 


Minute. 


R. 


* Mr. Beade ■ No. 14, Jolj 20, recordmg telegram, received August 2. 


f No. 54. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 79. 

The Patriarch of the Egyptian Coptt to King Theodore. 


i 


(Translation from the Arabic.) 

(L.B.) 


29 Bawne , 1580 (July 5, 1864). 


[After many prayers for the King’s safety, and the usual complimentary preamble.] 

WE have the honour to acquaint your Majesty that our respected friend the 
British Consul-General in Egypt came to this Patriarchate and informed us that Her 
Majesty the Queen of the English nation is about to send to your Majesty one of Her 
officers with a letter addressed by Her Majesty to your Majesty, “^nng the good 
feeling and powerful friendship which Her Majesty entertains towards yours. , 
therefore, in the exercise of onr Christian love, and inspired by a sentiment ofduty 
towards your Majesty, take the liberty of inditing the present friendly letter, recom- 
mending 1the bearer of it, the said officer, Mr. Itossam, to your Majesty 8 fav ^\ , 
trust tliat the representations he may commumcate to your Majesty may be graciously 
received, and that he and those of his friends who may wish to return with him, may 

d ° *°[ UerTtolio ws C a^re[Kiti tion of prayers and blessings^mthe usual 


Inclosure 2 in No. 79. 


The Patriarch of the Egyptian Copts to Amba Salamah. 


(Translation from the Arabic.) 

(L.8.) 

[After the customary preamble.] 


29 Bawne, 1580 (July 5 , 1864 ) 


WE have to acquaint your Lordship that our respected friend, the British Consul- 
General in Egypt, came to this Patriarchate and informed us that Her Majesty the 
Queon of the English nation wishes to send to ilia Majesty Theodore, King o 
Abyssinia, a letter, which Her Majesty has herself indited; that Mr. Itossam, an 
English officer, is to lie the bearer of that letter; and that it would be agreeable to the 
said officer to lie acquainted with your Lordship personally. 

We hope that, through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, you may hi able to 
demonstrate to His Majesty the love and affection which our Saviour enjoins towards 
strangers and relations (mankind in general). It would be superfluous inustore^t 
our recommendations of Mr. Itossam, inasmuch as we have addressed Jo the King 
himself a suitable epistle on the subject, but we trust that, on 
before the King, his wishes may lie graciously attended to, and that his fru nds uoa in 
Abyssinia may return with him in peace, safety, and gladness. 

• [Conclusion in the usual Coptic style.] (8igned) DEMETRIOS. 


No. 80. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Reade. 

!? 0- Foreign Office, July 26, i364. 

* I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
No. 12 of the 11th instant, and to state to you that his Lordship approves the steps 
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which you therein repeat, that you have taken in regard to the tr an s miss ion of the 
Queen’s letter to King Theodore of Abyssinia. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 



No. 81. 


Mr. Murray to Mr. Reade. 

Dear 8ir, Foreign Office, July 27, 1864. 

I OBSERVE, in your telegram of the 20th instant, replying to mine of the 19th, 
the following passage: M I shall write to the Political Resident at once to detain the 
letter until further orders, if he still has power to do so.” 

Allow me to remind you tliat you were not instructed by my telegram to go so 
far, and it might have produced inconvenience if the Political Resident had detained 
the Queen’s letter. 

I would, therefore, give you a private hint to avoid excess of real. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 82. 

Lord Wodehouse to Mr. Hammond.—(Received July 29.) 

(Confidential.) 

8ir, India Office , Julv 28, 1864. 

WITH reference to the correspondence which has passed between this office and 
the Foreign Department of Her Majesty’s Government relative to the measures 
proposed to effect the release of Mr. Consul Cameron and other Europeans held in 
captivity by Theodore, King of Abyssinia, I am directed by Sir Charles Wood to 
forward to you, for the information of Earl Russell, copies of two letters received from 
the Political Resident at Aden, stating that the steam transport “ Dalhousie ” is in 
Aden harbour and available for the dispatch of Mr. Itossam to Massowah with the 
Queen’s letter to King Theodore, and that she will be sent on this service as soon as 
the letter from the Patriarch of the Copts and other documents are received from 
Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) WODEHOU8E. 


Minute. 

Thank. 

R. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 82. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Sir C. Wood. 

Sir, Aden, July 4, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, by Behar, yesterday of your 
despatch, dated 18th ultimo, with accompaniments. 

2. The translation of Her Majesty’s letter with the letter from the Patriarch of the 
Copts, did not come by the same opportunity, but may be expected by next Calcutta 
mail due here on the 12th instant. 

3. It is hardly possible that a vessel of war can arrive from Trincomallee under a 

[73] \ R 
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month. The “ Dalhousie ” is here in harbour, I propose, therefore, to dispatch 
Mr. Rassam on board of her to Massowah directly the remaining documents are 
received from Egypt. 

4. The “ Dalhousie ” is a large steam transport hut not a man-of-war; but she 
lias two small carronade of her own, and I am having four field pieces made suitable 
for ship-board use, which will be put on board and give her some appearance of armed 
equipment. 

5. Messengers have been sent to Massowah to try and get authentic intelligence 
of what is going on in Abyssinia; but nothing trustworthy has been obtained as yet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETIIER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 82. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Sir C. Wood. 

8ir, Aden, July 5, 1864. 

I DO myself the honour to forward a copy of my latest despatch iu this 
Department, dated 3rd instant, to the Government of Bombay. 

I have, & c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETIIER. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 82. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Anderson. 

8ir, Aden, July 3, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to report that everything is quiet and correct in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Aden. 

2. I have received no authentic intelligence lately from Abyssinia but by the 
Calcutta mail which passed through a week ago: the telegram, copy of which is 
appended, was forwarded by the Consul-General in Egypt. The instructions alluded 
to therein have just been received by the Behar, but are too voluminous to be 
forwarded by this mail, copies will bo sent by next; meanwhile, Mr. Rassam will be 
dispatched in the “ Dalhousie ” to Massowah to forward the letter from Her Majesty 
to King Theodore, with full instructions as to his mode of procedure after arriving 
there. 

3. Having the 11 Dalhousie ” here I think it unnecessary to wait for a man-of-war, 
which could not possibly be here under a mouth or six weeks. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETIIER. 


No. 83. 

Mr. Murray to Lord Wodehoust. 

8ir, Foreign Office, August 1, 1864. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to request that you will move Secretary Sir Charles 
Wood to convey his Lordship's thanks to the Political Resident at Aden for the steps 
taken by him, as reported in your letter of the 28th instant, to forward the Queen’s 
letter to King Theodore of Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAME8 MURRAY. 
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No. 84. 

Mr. Reade to Earl RusselL—{Received August 2.) 

(No. 16.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, July 22, 1864. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 14 of the 20th instant,* reporting that in 
pursuance of your Lordship’s instructions, I had written to Aden to detain the Queen’s 
letter to the King of Abyssinia until further orders, I have the honour to inform your 
Lordship that I have since received your Lordship’s telegram of yesterday, and that in 
conformity therewith I have intercepted at Sue* the letter I had, as above stated, written 
to Aden. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) TITOS. F. READE. 


No. 86. 

. The Rev. H. A. Stern to Mrs. Stem. + 

Royal Camp, near Gondar , April 12, 1864. 

8AD must have been the tidings that reached you from Abyssinia during the last 
few months. God so ordered it; and not my will but His lie done. All my trials and 
sufferings I may attribute to my intimacy with the Metropolitan (who has proved a 
true friend), and to the misrepresentations which were made to the King aliout me and 
our mission. Had not a gracious God almost miraculously preserved my life, I might now 
moulded in a lonely grave as an abject conspirator, and not as an unoffending murdered 
missionary. Two months ago a Frenchman (M. Bnrdel) who for a considerable time 
had enjoyed the favour of King Tlieodorus, was put into chains, and His Majesty, in 
doing so, sent all his EurojK»an prisoners the message that M. Bnrdel was the cause of 
all the quarrels between us and him. I believe that to be true. Tell Mr. Goodliart 
not to credit any report from whatever source it may come. 

All the missionary agents were chained five weeks and then liberated and 
sent to Gaffat. Mr. and Mrs. Rosenthal are in a tent close to the one in which 
Captain Cameron, myself and his party are imprisoned. At present no Europtan hero 
can leave till the King obtains a reply to a letter he wrote to the British Government 
two years ago. We are all well, and prayerfully hope for tidings of our speedy liberation. 

Written nnder most peculiar circumstances, in a carefully watched prison, and in 
chaius. 


Minute. 

We know this already. 

R. 


No. 86. 

Afr. Cecil to Mr. Murray.—(Received August 9.) 

Sir, Clevedon House, Reading, August 8, 1864. 

MRS. CAMERON, the aged mother of Captain Cameron, British Consul at 
Gondar, now held in durance by the King of Abyssinia, is naturally very anxious aliout 
him, as the last remaining to her of seven sons. Sir Patrick Colquhoun, late Chief 
Justice, Corfu, whose cousin, Robert Colquhoun, C.B., Alexandria, is unfortunately not 
at his post, refers me to you for information as to the present fate and condition of the 
unfortunate gentleman, suggesting tliat, as the Consul at Gondar has an ambassadorial 
character, it concerns the honour of the British Government very nearly to interpose 
effectually in his belialf. At the same time, his situation, according to the latest 
smuggled advices, is so critical and delicate, tliat any ill-advised step on the part of Her 
Majesty’s Government in angering the King might cost the life of her Representative. 

Private news, or news of any kind, lias however, now for some time lieen wanting, and 
my object in WTiting at this moment, is simply for information to relieve, if possible, 
the mothers’s anxiety, and furnish data as to the desirableness of bringing the matter 
again liefore the House. 

Trusting to have an early reply, I am, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY CECIL. 

• No. 77. . < 1 

t Thi» letter from the Rev. II. A. Stern to his wife reached Mr. Haussmann at Matomma, on April 18. 
1864, and was sent on by him to Khartoum on April 20. Received in London on August 8. 
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No. 87. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Cecil. 



Sir, Foreign Office, August 9, 1864. 

IN reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I may state, for Mrs. Cameron's 
information, that steps, fully considered beforehand, were taken some time since with a 
view to procure her son's release from Gondar. 

I sincerely trust they may be successful, hut it is impossible to say when we shall 
hear the result. 

I am, Ac. 

(8igned) JAME8 MURRAY. 



No. 88. 


Mr. Reade to Earl Russell.—(Received August 15.) 

(No. 21.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, August 4, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the inclosed copy of a state¬ 
ment, relative to the proceedings and position of Captain Cameron and his companions 
in Abyssinia, which I have received from the Political Resident at Aden, and which it 
appears was made to him by two Abyssinians who had arrived from Gondar. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Inclosure in No. 88. 

Statement of Wadeer, inhabitant of Gondar , Amhara, Abyssinia. 

I WAS in the service of Captain Cameron the Consul, and only left it about three 
months ago, liecause ho said he could not afford to keep such a number of servants. I 
soon alter left Gondar, having no means of livelihood there, and in sixteen days reached 
Massowall, vift Tigr6 and Adowa. Stayed at Massowah about twenty days, and then 
left for Aden, visiting liodeida en route. 

1 entered Consul Cameron’s service about thirteen months ago; I used to live in 
liis house, and to procure articles he wanted, having alwavs a small sum of money 
entrusted to me for that purpose. There were four other ]>ersonal servants, all 
Abyssinians, living with me in the Consul’s house. We received no regular pay, but 
our food and clothes, and occasionally 10 reals or so. There were five gentlemen living 
with the Consul, four of these are prisoners with him now, the other, having a know¬ 
ledge of artillery, was left at large. Two of the four servants are now with the Consul 
in prison, the other two were discharged with me. The Consul formerly lived in a 
house allotted him by King Theodore. There was constant intercourse between the 
King and Consul. About fourteen months ago the Consul got leave from the King to 
visit Aden viA Tigre. Instead of that he went to Matoomha, held by the Turks, and 
after staying there for a while, returned to Gondar without going to Aden. After¬ 
wards a report came that the Turks were about to invade Abyssinia from Matoomha. 
Just then the Consul renewed his request to Ik* allowed to go to Aden. The King got 
angry at this, and said, **I gave you leave before to go via Tigte, you went to 
Matoomlut and returned; now there is a report of the Turks coming you want to leave 
again.” The King then directed the Consul and all with him to be imprisoned. They 
were put in irons and kept in a house next to the King’s, and the Consul was chained 
by the hand to one of the King’s servants, to prevent escape or the Consul communi¬ 
cating with any one. All were handcuffed, but none had irons put on their legs. The 
house in which they are confined is not a l»d one. They are kept on short rations, but 
w hat they get is good—the same as the King lias. They are not all in the same room, 
though in the same house. ’The names of the prisoners an* Kokub, Bardel, Mackelvie, 
Makerer,* Carran, Dyeth, and Captain Cameron. They are allowed to converse with 
each other, and the King comes almost daily to see the Consul, and tells him that 
directly intelligence reaches him about them he will, with the blessing of God, release 

• Stern. 
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them. There were two ladies with two little girls and a boy in confinement for two 
days They were then released with their husbands and went to Godjam. I know of 
no other cause of quarrel between the King and the Consul beyond that alxjve- 
mentioned. When the Consul went to Matoomha, Bardel and a doctor who was then 
at Gondar did not accompany the Consul; the other gentlemen who lived with him 
did. Bardel is in prison, but the doctor managed to escape to Kussara. The Consul 
took a large quantity of goods with him to Matoomha, and sent them or other hack to 
Gondar. lie was at Matoomha sixteen days, living with the Turkish Governor. He 
entertained me there on the eighth day after his arrival, and I accompanied him back 
to Gondar. Matoomha is inland, about sixteen days’ iouroey from Souakim, and nearly 
double that from Massowah. I liad gone from Gondar to Matoomha on business of 
my own. King Theodore is ardently fond of sporting and is always out. The Consul 
also likes it, but I liave never seen him out with the King. The King talks Arabic. 

I dare not talk to the Consul after be was imprisoned, for fear of being killed. 

The country is very disordered and tyranny excessive. I left Gondar because 
affairs were in so bad a state that it was dangerous to remain; besides, my occupation 
was gone. The Aboona of the country remonstrated with the King on his tyrannical 
proceedings, and most strongly about confining the Europeans, saying, “ As you have 
imprisoned them, better cut my head off." On this the King ordered him into confine¬ 
ment too. It was said that the King had found a treasonable letter on one of the 
Europeans, inviting the Turks to invade Abyssinia. 

Given before me, this 14th day of July, 1864. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETIIER. 

Note .—Another man came with Wardeer from Massowah—an ox-soldier servant of 
the King’s; but he told nothing beyond what is given above. I believe them to be 
both spies, so tliat their story will only Ik* partly true'—as much as they a re instructed 
to tell. They both seem to be acting a part. 

W. L. M. 


No. 89. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received August 16.) 

(Confidential.) „ , . 

gir, India Office , August 16, 1864. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, 1 am directed by Sir C. Wood to 
forward for the information of Earl Russell, copy of further papers received from Aden, 
regarding the measures to be taken for the release of Consul Cameron, from which it 
will be seen that the Queen’s letter to King Theodore, together with a letter from the 
Patriarch of the Copts had arrived at Aden, and tliat Mr. itassam purposed starting for 
Massowah on the 20th ultimo. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


Minute. 

I sent in the box this afternoon a despatch from Reade, inclosing the servant’s 
statement. 

August 16. H* 


Inclosure 1 in No. 89. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merevether to Sir C. Wood. 

Sir, Aden , July 14, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the latest intelligence from Abyssinia, 
obtained from an ex-servant of Captain Cameron. 

2. Mr. Rassam is ready to proceed to Massow ah in the M Dalhousie '* directly the 
wanting letters are received from Egypt. These did not come as expected by last mail 
from Suez. 

3. A telegram was sent to Rear-Admiral King by the steamer which passed 
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through on the 12th, that the u Dalhousie ” would be used to convey the Mission to 
Massowah. 

I have, Ac. _ 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 89. 

Statement of Wandcer, inhabitant of Gondar, Amhara , Abyssinia. 
[8ee Inclosure in No. 88.] 


Inclosure 3 in No. 89. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to 8ir C. Wood. 

8ir, Aden, July 20, 1864. 

I DO myself the honour to forward a copy of my latest despatch in this Department 
dated 20th J uly, 1864, to the Government of Bomltfty. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 89. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Chief Secretary to Government , Bombay. 

Sir, Aden, July 20, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the translation of the Queen’s letter with the 
letters from the Patriarch of the Copts to King Theodore, and the Abuna came by the 
“ Jeddo ” last night from Her Majesty’s Consul in Egypt, a copy of Mr. Reade’s 
forwarding letter is annexed, and another copy has been furnished to Mr. Rassam, 
who will leave this evening in the “ Dalhousie ” for Massowah. 

2. There is nothing from the interior to report by this mail. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 90. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 5.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, September 3, 1864. 

IN continuance of previous correspondence on the same subject, I am directed by 
Sir Charles Wood to forward, for the information of Earl Russell, copy of a letter firom 
the Political Resident at Aden, in which the rumoured release of Consul Cameron is 
reported. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 90. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Sir C Wood. 

Sir, Aden, August 3, 1864. 

I DO mvself the honour to forward a copy of my latest despatch in this Depart¬ 
ment, dated the 1st instant, to the Governor of Boml>ay. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 90. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, Aden, August 1, 1864. 

I HAVE nothing of importance to communicate with reference to the immediate 
neighbourhood of Aden. 

2. On the 29th ultimo, through the kindness of the French Consul, M. Conil, I 
became acquainted with a report that Captain Cameron, and the party with him, had 
been released by King Theodore. 

3. The report was brought by a French workman who Captain Bcytes of the 
“ Governor Higginson ” found in distress at Hodeida, and to whom he charitably gave 
a passage to this place. 

4. The Frenchman left Massowah on the 9th July, and there it was said that 
Captain Cameron and the others had been released, that Captain Cameron was still at 
Gondar, but was about to return to Massowah. 

6. I expect daily to receive confirmation of this from Mr. Rassam, as he was 
instructed to dispatch a boat firom Massowah immediately he arrived, if he found there 
was any important intelligence regarding Captain Cameron. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 



No. 91. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 5.) 

8ir, Admiralty, September 3, 1864. 

WITH reference to your letters of the 16th and 18th J uno last, I am commanded 
by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to state, for the information of Earl 
Russell, that Her Majesty’s sloop “ Pantaloon ” left Trincomalee for Aden on the 
9th July, and that the Indian steamer “ Dalhousie ” left Aden for Massowah with the 
Mission to Abyssinia on the 15th July.* 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 


No. 92. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 30.) 

8ir, India Office, September 29, 1864. 

IN continuation of previous correspondence on the subject of the release of 
Mr. Consul Cameron and his companions in captivity, I am directed by Sir Charles 
Wood to forward to you for the information of Earl Russell, copy of a letter which he 
has received firom Her Majesty’s Political Resident at Aden, containing a report from 
Mr. Rassam on the steps which he has taken to carry out the instructions of Her 
Majesty’s Government with regard to the liberation of the prisoners. 

It is requested that the inclosures may be returned.f 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


8een by Lord Russell. 

A. L. COLES. 


\ 


Query: 90th. See Inclomre 4 in No. 89. 


t Iocloeura in original returned October 22. 
















08 


Inclosure 1 in No. 92. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merneither to the Secretary to Government , Bombay. 

8ir, Aden, September 6, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith copy of a report from Mr. Rassam, with 
accompaniments, received on the 3rd instant by bungalow, which left Massowah on 
the 21st of August. 

2. The statement made by the former nakoda, that he left Massowah on the 
28th of July, and no steamer had then arrived, was false. The “ Dalhousie ” reached 
Massowah early on the 23rd, two and a-half days only after leaving this; and no 
huggalow left tliat port afterwards till the one which brought the papers now 
submitted. A buggalow had left on the 17th of July—evidently the date of sailing 
was wrongly given. 

8. Ucr Majesty’s steamer “ Pantaloon ” returned yesterday morning, bringing 
intelligence from Mr. Raswim up to the 1st instant. lie had heard nothing more 
certain about the condition of the prisoners than he reported in the first instance. All 
manner of contradictory statements were daily given to him—none more trustworthy 
than the other. 

4. lie had, however, received intimation that the messengers despatched by him 
to the King on the 24th of July were on their way back, and he expected them in a 
few days. He knew of their coming, from some people who left Gondar at the same 
time, and, coming the direct route, had reached Massowah. The messengers with the 
King’s reply had received orders to take a longer and siller route bv a ford higher up 
the river, which was between the coast and capital. They had nearly lost their lives 
on the way up, crossing this river when in high flood from the rains. They were also 
bearers of letters to the Governor of Tigr4—the district opposite to Massowah— 
containing directions for him to furnish the necessary escort to take Mr. Kassom to 
Gondar. From this it would seem that the King had sent for Mr. Rassam; he would 
prolxihly lx* able to leave Massowah about the 10th instant. 

5. I regret to state tlmt scurvy lias shown itself on Ixiard the “Dalhousie.” 
There are no fresh vegetables procurable at Massowah; but I have directed Lieutenant 
Morland to do bis utmost to get some* from the? interior, where they ought to be 
grown for use. I am sending as many potatoes and onions as can be procured here; 
but, unfortunately, just now the supply is very limited. 

fl. The beat in the lied Sea is now excessive. I do not propose asking Captain 
Purvis to return there for the present. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWKTHER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 92. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Mernrether. 

Sir, “Dalhousie ,” Massowah, April 19, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of Government, that I arrived 
at this jKirt in ller Majesty’s steamer “ Dalhousie” on the morning of the 23rd ultimo, 
after a voyage of two Jays and six hours from Aden. 

2. Having hail no time to pass the dangerous reefs before dusk on the 22nd, we 
had to anehor near the Island of Ajooz, about fifty miles to the south-east of Massowah, 
when* we remained all night. 

3. In the afternoon of the same day I, in company with Lieutenant Morland and 
Dr. Blanc, paid a formal visit to Purtoo Eflendi, the Kaimakam (Vice-Governor) of 
Massowah. We found him sick in lx*d suffering from low fever, consequently the 
arrival of a skilful physician was a source of great joy to him; and as he showed a 
great desire to receive medical aid. Dr. Blanc took him forthwith under his care. He 
has not quite n*covcred yet, but is feeling somewhat better. 

4. lie kindly volunteered his services to me in everything I required; and hitherto 
he has cheerfully rendered me every assistance in his j>ower both in procuring provisions 
for the “ Dalhousio,” ami in obtaining for me the requisite information regarding 
Abyssinia. 

6. The first thing I did on arriving here was to trv ,and find trustworthy 
messengers to send up to Gondar with a letter from me, together with the one from 
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the Patriarch of the Copts, to the King of Abyssinia; but in consequence of the dread 
every one here has of approaching that Potentate, I only managed* after a great 
difficulty, to despatch the letters on the evening of the 24th, the day after my arrival 
at Massowah. 

6. I also wrote a letter to the Bishop of Abyssinia, and inclosed therein the letter 
from his Patriarch. A translation of this, as well as of the one I addressed to the 
King, are herewith attached. 

7. I deemed it advisable to send two messengers with the letters to Gondar: 
firstly, to ensure the safe delivery of the packet; and, secondly, that they might assist 
each other on the rood in case of sickness or accident. 

8. The messengers told me that in consequence of the present wet weather in 
Abyssinia, and the overflowing of the River Takasee, they could not possibly go to 
Gondar and return to this place under a month. Moreover, they said, in case they 
found the river too high to cross (as is very often the case this time of the year), they 
might be detained two or three weeks on its bank, either in going or coming back. 

9. Contradictory reports are brought down daily from Abyssinia concerning the 
state of Captain Cameron and the other European prisoners ut Gondar. Some travellers 
say that the Consul has been set at large, and others declare that he is still confined, 
but has been released of his fetters. However, all reports agree regarding the w'retehed 
condition of the poor missionaries, who are said to be still chained one to another; and 
the Rev. Mr. Stern (against whom the wrath of the King appears to be moetlv pointed) 
is loaded with chains. Also, tliat all the prisoners (even Captain Cameron) have been 
ordered to discontinue to wear the European attire, and that the King has supplied 
them with the common Abyssinian cloth instead. 

10. A Mr. Lawrence Kerens, a cousin of Mr. 8peedy (who had acted here for a 
few months as Vice-Consul), has also been seized and imprisoned with the other 
Europeans while travelling for his own pleasure in Tigr£; and it appears that King 
Theodores has now quite determined not to allow any Europeans to penetrate into the 
interior of Abyssinia without his special permission. 

11. Undoubtedly this place is much hotter than Aden; for, with the exception of 
two hours one morning, we liave never had the thermometer under 93°, both day and 
night, since our arrival. I am told that the cool weather will not begin at Massowah 
till the middle of October; and September is reckoned the hottest month here. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 92. 

Mr. Rassam to King Theodore. 

(Translation.) 

(After compliments). Massowah , July 24, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Majesty that I arrived at this port yesterday, 
bearing a letter to your address from Her Majesty our British Queen (may God protect 
her!); and as I am desirous to deliver the letter into your hands, I shall await your 
answer here. 

If your Majesty will accede to my coming to your parts for the purpose of making 
over the letter to you, verily tliat would be as I desire, as I am extremely anxious to do 
myself the honour of seeing you, and to enjoy the felicity of being present at your 
happy Court. In that case, I shall feel obliged by your sending me one of your 
followers to escort me to your city (the defended). 

But if you deem it unadvisable for me to come to you just now on account of the 
rains and the difficulty of the journey, 1 hope that you will oblige us by releasing and 
sending to us to this place, under your protection, the Consul Cameron and his 
imprisoned companions. 

Please also to send with the Consul a trustworthy individual, tliat I might deliver 
to him the said Queen’s letter. 

I am further directed to acquaint you, that if you desire to send an Embassy to our 
Queen as you had intimated in your letter to Her Majesty, she will be glad to receive 
it. If you can send the Mission down before my return to Aden, I will take steps to 
have it sent to England in safety. 

I inclose herewith three letters, one of which is addn^sed to your Majesty from the 
Patriarch of the Copts in Egypt, and two to the address of Ahoona Salama, the Metro¬ 
politan of Abyssinia, one from the said Patriarch, and the other from me. If you 
send their answers to me, I will forward them to their destination. 

[73j 
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I hope that your Majesty will favour me with an answer, as I am longing to have 
the pleasure of perusing its pleasing and most gracious contents. May you remain 
ever preserved, Ac. 

(8igned) H. RASSAM. 


4 


Inclosure 4 in No. 02. 

Mr. Rauam to the Aboona 8a lama. Metropolitan of Abyerinia , 8c. 
(Translation.) 

(After compliments.) Masuowih, July 24, 1864. 

I IIAV B the honour to acquaint your Lordship that I have come here bearing an 
epistle from Her Majesty our British Queen (may God defend her !) for His gracious 
Majesty King Theodorus, the Emperor of Abyssinia. 

As I cannot proceed to Gondar without His Majesty’s protection, I have written to 
him to send me some one that might accompany him to your parts. I wish to confer 
with His Majesty about the release of the Consul Cameron and his imprisoned 
companions ; and, God willing, as soon as I receive an answer, I will come to you under 
the guidance of our Heavenly Bather. 

I hope that, through the mercies of the Most High God, shall behold the 
light of your countenance in prosperity, and will have the pleasure of seeing you, and 
meeting the august King. 

I send you a letter from the respected father his Grace the Patriarch of your 
Church in Egypt. If it require an answer, please give it to the King Theodorus, that 
he might forward it to me by the bearer of this letter. 

I trust tliat you will remember me in your good prayers, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


No. 93. 

Mr. Ayrton to Earl Ruuell.—(Received October 11.) 

My Ix>rd, Cairo, September 19, 1864. 

I HAVE obtained from the Rev. Mr. Haussmann, of the German Pilgrim 
Mission, arrived here from Matemma, on the Egyptian frontier of Abyssinia, the day 
before yesterday, some information regarding Captain Cameron and his fellow captives 
and Abyssinia, which is sufficiently interesting to induce me to send it to your 
Lordship. 

Although I have delivered up the Cairo Consulate, and Mr. Rassam’s mission with 
Her Majesty’s letter is generally known, I prefer addressing this information to your 
Lordship in consequence of my having had the honour, while acting as Consul, to have 
been charged with the translation of that letter into Arabic, and the preparation of the 
letters to accompany it from the Coptic Patriarch, and to liave submitted a memorandum 
on what appeared to me the best way of dealing with King Theodore and extricating 
his prisoners, and also in consequence of all authority in the proceedings for their 
release being with your Lordship, and information, therefore, being more available 
with your Lordship than with any one else; moreover, if information on Abyssinia is 
published, it reaches King Theodore, and, if not agreeable to him, is visited vindictively 
on his prisoners. 

If your Lordship has at hand a map exhibiting Abyssinia and the district of 
Khartum (at the junction of the Blue and Vf liite Niles), about 150 miles above Khartum, 
on the east bonk of the Blue River, may be observed a place named Abu-l-Haras, or 
Haras ; I liave heard it pronounced both ways; and about 120 miles to the east of the 
parallel of Abu-l-llnras, but a little southerly, the town of Kadarif, pronounced by the 
Arabs, Gadarif. Four days south of Kadarif is Matemma, the Egyptian frontier 
town. From Matemma by Wahny to Gondar is about 180 miles, or from eight to ten 
days’ march. 

The town of Matemma is the Missionary Station for the neighbouring parts, of the 
German Pilgrim Mission, of which the head-quarters are at Basle on the Rhine. It 
was also at Matemma that Musa Pasha lately massed a large Egyptian force for a 


demonstration against Theodore, and then, in consequence, I believe, of the remon¬ 
strance of Her Majesty’s Government, withdrew it back to Kadarif, giving out locally, 
tW the force had gone to Matemma by mistake or without his authority. 

Mr. Haussmann arrived, for the first time, at Gondar, from Matemma, in the 
beginning of March, 1863, and left it again on the 26th of November of the same year 
for Matemma and Khartum. From Khartum he returned to the Missionary Station at 
Matemma and remained there, with an intention of re-entering, if practicable, Abyssinia, 
till the end of June last During his stay, on this last occasion, at Matemma, he had 
continual communication with Missionaries in Abyssinia, from whom, learning that 
it would not be prudent for him then to re-enter the country or to present himself to 
the King, he gave up the idea and left Matemma towards the end of June, 1864, for 
Khartum and Berber, with the object of proceeding by way of the Desert, called the 
Atmur Abu Homed, to Korosko, and thence by the Nile to Cairo, and on to Jerusalem. 
On arriving at Berber on the 15th of August, 1864, he could not obtain camels for the 
Atmur and turned towards Suakin, on the Red Sea, which be reached on the 29th of 
August, and crossed over to Jeddeh, which he loft by an Egyptian steamer, on the 
10th instant, and reached Cairo, as mentioned, on the 17th, which was the day before 
yesterday. 

The following is Mr. Ilaussmann’s record of events. 

M. Lojean, who had been appointed French Consul at Massowah, left Matemma 
at the end of November 1862, For the purpose of proceeding to his post through 
Abyssinia, and of delivering, en route , to the King some presents with which he was 
charged from the Emperor of the French, hut was detained by the King in Abyssinia 
until September 1863, when ho was allowed to proceed to Massowah, which he lately 

Q uitted for Jeddah, whence he sailed on the 15th of August, for Sues and passed through 
lairo, eight days later, on his return to France. 

M. Bardel returned to Abyssinia, with the answer from the Emperor of the French 
to King Theodore’s letter to His Imperial Majesty, in August 1863. He has since 
been thrown into orison. 

The ltcv. Mr. Stem was beaten at the end of September or beginning of 
October 1803. The cause*, as has been repeated in print, was, on seeing bis servants 
cruelly flogged, his biting bis thumb, which was interpreted by the King ns an indica¬ 
tion by Mr. Stem that he thought the King’s proceedings unbearable. Mr. Stem was 
again beaten and tortured in May 186*1. This torture consists in cords, tied tight 
round the ami near the shoulder and near the wrist, and the limb being retained bound 
until, Mr. Haunman said, the blood oozes through the fingers. 

Your Lordship’s despatch to Mr. Cameron, ordering him to return to Massowah, 
reached him at Gondar on the 23rd of November, 1863. On his showing the letter to 
the King, His Majesty merely shrugged his shoulders and observed, tliat there was no 
letter for him. 

In November 1863, statements which displeased the King having been discovered 
in the Rev. Mr. Rosenthal's journal, which the King had ordered to be examined and 
translated, MM. Rosenthal, Haussmann, Steiger, and Cornelius Jephson, were brought 
from Genda, about twenty miles south of Gondar, to Gondar, and imprisoned for a 
few days. 

Mr. Rosenthal was again imprisoned and beaten and tortured, in the manner 
described in the case of Mr. Stem, in May, 1861. 

Captain Cameron was first imprisoned on the 2nd of January, 186*1. In May 
1861, he was beaten and subjected to the torture of the cords round his arm. 

The King has able translators from the English, French and Arabic, and himself 
speaks Arabic, which is known by many persons in Abyssinia. The chief translator 
from the French and English is an Abyssinian named Madarakal, who was formerly 
taken from Abyssinia by M. Lcferre, if I recolleot rightly. As he evinced talent, he 
was for three years in a Jesuit Establishment at Paris. That life not suiting him, he 
fell into English hands, and was, for some time, at the Protestant College at Malta, 
and, afterwards studied with Mr. Lieder of Cairo, having been absent, altogether, from 
Abvssinia thirteen years, lie is said to be capable of writing well in English, French 
and Amharinya, his own tongue, and must likewise know Arabic. He is kept in great 
subjection by the King. There is also another Abyssinian of the name of Dicu, or of a 
similarly sounding name, who was educated in a college in Bombay, and knows 
English. 

Mr. Haussmann is, notwithstanding these barbarities inflicted on Captain Cameron 
and the Missionaries, still of opinion that the King has redeeming traits, and even 
elements of greatness in his character. 















Ho attribute* the King’s severities in these instances to his idea of the necessity of 
his upholding his power, and of his not allowing his dignity to be compromised before 
his own people. He was also annoyed about his letters to France and England, and 
may have thought that the writings of the Europeans in the country had something to 
do with his communications not having obtained the attention he had allowed himself 
to anticimte from them. Another cause of irritation to him was the continued revolts 
of local Chiefs against his Government. He was on an expedition for reducing one of 
these Chiefs to the south of the Abni, when the news of Musa Pasha’s movements at 
Mntarainn reached him, and caused him suddenly to break up his camp beyond the 
Abai, without having subdued the refractory Chief, and to return to Gondar. 

The usual place of abode of the King is at a hill, or mountain, near the north-east 
comer of the Tsana (Dembea) Lake, named Debra Tabor, where he has a considerable 
store of fire-arms and some small mortars with their projectiles, which he has lately 
succeeded in having cast and manufactured on the spot. 

The number of men the King can call under arms is estimated as high as 150,000, 
and not less than 1(K),000. He prefers to equip them for local warfare with the sjiear 
and buckler, hut arms ‘tome with fire arms, and has enough muskets for arming in that 
way, a very considerable force. 

A threat of force for the relief of the prisoners, Mr. Haussman thinks, from his 
knowledge of the King’s disposition, would prove fatal to them. Under any circum¬ 
stances, menace from a distance could lx* of no service. The roads from the Red Sea 
into Abyssinia, are represented to Ik? exceedingly difficult, and that from Matomma to 
lead in one jmrt of it, for some distance, along the side of a very deep and steep defile, 
impassable for artillery or anything hut mules and men in single file. It is said that a 
couple of small guns presented by the late Said Paslia to King Theodore were 
abandoned somewhere on the Matemma Road in consequence of the difficulty of trans¬ 
porting them. The military action of the Pasha of Egypt on Abyssinia would also lead 
to a marauding style of warfare and inconvenient complications. All that remains for 
us is smooth words and diplomacy, which, used to advantage, it is permitted to hope, 
from the King’s character, will lx* effectual. 

Mr. llaussmann considered that, if the King promised Mr. Rassam a safe conduct, 
ho would keep his word; hut that if the lilxwation of the prisoners was made too 
bluntly, a condition precedent to the mlvance of Her Majesty’s Messenger, the King 
would only laugh at him. 

Tins is all that I have learnt bearing on the King’s character, and his proceedings 
and the liberation of his prisoners. But, I ought not to withhold from your Lordship, 
some further information on the state of the 81ave Trade, and which 1 hail intended 
partly to have anticipated in my Memorandum of the 4th of July, mentioned at the 
commencement of this letter, hut, under pressure of time, then omitted to notice. 

Mr. Haussman estimate the number of slaves, principally Gallos, who passed from 
Abyssinia through Matemma during the last twelve months, in destination for Egypt, 
and by Suakin for Jeddeh and Yomh’u, at 10,000, and thinks that 3,000 more may 
have passed to Arabian ports from Massowah, hut he believes such a number in one 
year to liave been exceptional. When I was at Jeddeh, in the winter of 1858-59, my 
inquiries resulted in information that the annual importation of slaves into the Arabian 
ports was about 5,000. By the Arabs of the sea-port towns these slaves are employed 
m trade, domestic offices, and in l>onts ; by those of the interior in house and agricul¬ 
tural service ; and by the Bedouins as assistants in their nomadic pursuits. Tliroughout 
the* Red Sea coasts, female Ahvssinians are much sought in lieu of wIves. An intelligent 
Arab, of Mekkeh, once told me while looking at a procession of the ladies from the 
Sultan’s palace at Constantinople, that he would rather have an Abyssinian female 
slave than the whole of the lair inmates of the imperial liarera. Male domestic slavery 
is much reduced in Egypt; hut it is generally asserted that the Viceroy's forces in the 
Soudan (which, in this sense, implies the Egyptian territory south of the cataracts of 
Assouan), are largely recruited from slaves. In Abyssinia the trade in slaves is princi¬ 
pally in the hands of the Mohamedan residents. The slave trade on the White River, 
above Khirtum, is said to lx the most alnmiinable. From want of provisions, the 
captives are brought down to Khartum and Berlxr in a wretchedly meagre state; and 
for each one of either sex arriving from the White River it is calculated that one other 
has perished. It is impossible that this extensive traffic in slaves in the country 
dependent on Khartum can go ou without the Governor of the district countenancing, 
jxrhaps profiting by it. What I would add is, that considering the large sums annually 
spent by Her Majesty's Government for the prevention of the slave trade on the Mosam- 
bique and west coast’ of Africa, the extent of the trade in connection with Abyssinia 



seems to suggest a legitimate motive for cultivating influence with King Theodore, for 

“ *pping, as far as he can, the supply 
h countries dependent upon him . 

ohamedans of the Turkish empire, becomes a religious question, 
e, if opposed with too much zeal; but, in the case of King 
tian, there are no religious prejudices to offend, and, if ho can 
good will in opposition to slavery, so many fewer slaves will 
>f neighbouring countries without a direct and hostile issue with 
•ply of slaves, which would so bo stopped, being raised, besides such 
. 'heap mode of action fear U9, and tending very much to raise the 
character of Abyssinia. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) FRED. AYRTON. 


the purpose of inducing him to use his power for sto] 
of slaves from or through 
Slavery, with the M< 
and a very irritating one 
Theodore, who is a Chris! 
be brought to act with a 
reach the Mohamedans oj 
our policy as to the sup] 
a course being a very c 


Minute, 


Copy to India Office. 


Mr. Murray to Mr. Ayrton. 

Foreign Office , October 15, 1864. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to convey to you Ins Lordship’s thanks for your 
munication of the 19th ultimo, respecting Captain Cameron and the missionaries 
are kept in confinement by the King of Abyssinia, and also respecting the trade in 
» carried on in the White Nile. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 95. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, „ Foreign Office , October 15, 1864. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you, for the information of Secretary 
Sir Charles Wood, a copy of a letter from Mr. Ayrton,* of Cairo, reporting intelligence 
which he had received respecting Mr. Consul Cameron and the missionaries kept in 
confinement by the King of Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(8igncd) JAME8 MURRAY. 


No. 96. 

Sir J. Emerson Tennent to Mr. Hammond.—(Received November 9.) 

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
8**, Whitehall, November 7, 1864. 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade tc 
transmit to you, to be laid before Earl Russell, the inclosed copy of a Memorandum, 
which has been sent to this Board by Mr. Cooley, on the subject of the most secure 
passage by which to reach the interior of Abyssinia for the purposes of trade. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) J. EMERSON TENNENT. 
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Minute. 

Query: Ask India Office to request observations from officers who have served at 
Aden, or who have studied the district. 

* J. MURRAY. 

November 23, 1864. R- 


Inclosure in No. 96. 

Memorandum by Mr. Cooley. 

ABYSSINIA, though converted to Christianity already in the fourth century and 
possessing a written literature of at least equal antiquity, has yet made no progress in 
civilization. It is by nature a garden exceedingly rich and various, in which nevertheless 
profusion and famine may be constantly seen side by side, and where man and the 
hyena exercise nearly equal dominion. 

The chief causes of this backwardness of a people apparently not deficient in 
intelligence and docility, seem to be—1st. The geographical isolation of the country or 
the difficulty of access to it. On the north it is barred by deserts, flooded plains, and 
insalubrious forests. Its western side, accessible from Scnnar, is remote from the 
highways of commerce. On the east it is separated from the shores of the lied Sea by 
mountains 8,000 feet high, over which the carriage of merchandize is troublesome and 
expensive, and when these barriers have been passed the trader has still to ascend a 
second and still loftier range of mountains before he reaches the heart of the kingdom. 

2ndly. The great number of ambas or Hill Forts, generally precipitous sandstone 
or trachytic ridges, complete the evil of inaccessibility, as they help to keep alive the 
incessant rebellions, civil wars, and petty feuds, which render everything insecure and 
extinguish the hopes of industry. 

Hence it is that the commerce of Abyssinia makes little figure in history although, 
in the variety and value of its productions, that country, if its industry were developed, 
would probably exceed most others. While the Romans obtained great quantities of 
aromatic produce from the eastern angle of Africa, they seem to linve drawn nothing 
from the Abyssinian highlands. The ivory brought from the interior to Adulis, was 
properly the*production of the forests on the northern frontier. An interesting account 
is given by Bosnian Indiconleustes (530 A.l).) of the trade in gold-pram carried 
overland from the country of the Agows (A 7 ««) near the source of the Nile* to Adults. 
This gold however was obtained from the country on the western side of the Blue River, 
and the peculiar circumstances which stopping the usual and natural channel ol this 
trade, diverted it into a circuitous course over the highlands to the Red Sea, were of 
course but temporary, and we hear nothing more of the gold-trade of Adulis. ^ et 
evidence not onlv of its existence but of its importance still remains, for it may be 
demonstrated, I tliink, that the countries. Dankali on the Abyssinian coast and Dongola 
on the Nile, had originally the same name (a1a») Dankala.t derived from tin* gold- 
grain ( Tar rx <l P a ) which at different periods figured as a chiet article in the markets of 

both. , _ . . 

The groat wealth and power ascril>ed at one time to the Emperor of Abyssinia 
were wholly fabulous. The Jesuit Almeida describing that country in the 17th 
century did his utmost to dispel the delusion, by assuring us that Abyssinia compared 
with Europe presents nothing but abject poverty ( pura miseria). let it is remarkable 
that Arab writers of an early age agree in attributing great prosperity ar.d commercial 
wealth to that part of Abyssinia which laces the Gulf of Aden. In the country of 
Jabart or Gabart they say were ninety-nine (that is a great multitude of) Kings with 
large towns, all enriched by commerce. From the name Galwirt is derived the denomi¬ 
nation Gnbarty or Ghibberty, now given in Abyssinia to merchants^ in general The 
same name also serves to explain to us the Mons Garbata of Ptolemy’s map. 

It npjiears certain, therefore, tliat the south-eastern slope of the Abyssinian high¬ 
land, including the Province of Efat, once enjoyed a high degree of commercial 
eminence, which may be naturally ascribed to the advantages of its position not far 

* wr^ w ri •Vri*' r»‘ \«\o* (“ for in that quarter it the head or watershed of the Nile.") Thus 

it appear* that the ditcoverv made by the Portuguese in the aixteenth century, aid claimed by Bruce in the 
eighteenth, had been already plainly indicated in the aixth. 

f The Arab* habitually *ub*titute / for r io foreign name*. Dankaly and Danakil, the name* now in uae on 
the coait are, the former the adjective lingular; the latter the plural of Arabic form. 
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removed from the sea-coast, nor separated from it bv physical obstructions. How it 
came to lose the fruits of its natural advantages, and relapsed into the barbarism of a 
neglected province, may be easily explained. The Turks having seized several ports on 
the coast of the Red Sea, took care, while encroaching on Abyssinia, to awaken the 
fanaticism of the Maritime and Mahomodan population. The formidable Gran, Sultan 
of Zeila, sorely pressed the Christian Kingdom, till the Portuguese having come to its 
aid, the tide of victory turned. Gran fell, and peace was restored, or rather the flames 
of war were succeeded by a smouldering enmity; while the Galla tribes, placing them¬ 
selves between the highlands and the coast, more effectually cut off all intercourse 
between them. When the monks, F. Machado and P. Bernardo, attempted, in 1623, to 
enter Abyssinia from Zeila, they were put to death as Christians ana spies at Auca 
Gurcle, only four days from the coast. 

It may l>e that serious olwstncles to intercourse between the sea-coast and the 
region in question no longer exist, but the commercial habits of the people have become 
extinct, and where the vital powers of progressive humanity arc so low, those habits 
can hardly be revived unless by some liappv accident, such as the arrival among them 
of an intelligent European, who may recognize and make known to them the capabilities 
of their country. 

We may conclude that the country of Gabart, facing the Gulf of Aden, owed its 
former commercial eminence to its accessibility, no great mountains nor exteiisivo deserts 
intervening between it and the sea. The River Hawasli, descending from Ghoa till lost 
in the sands at a distance of forty or fifty miles from the coast, separates it on the cast 
and south from the utterly inhospitable maritime tract. The River Anazo on the north, 
flowing from Angote, and absorbed in like manner before it reached the sea, divides it 
from the Mountains of Tigr6; but respecting the course of the latter river, there is 
little known. It scorns likely, however, that along the common watershed of these 
rivers may be found a gradual assent to Efat and Yejon, and thence a comparatively 
direct and easy road to Amhara. Hitherto, Europeans entering Abyssinia from the 
seaboard have chiefly gone by way of Massania or Arkeeko at its northern extremity, and 
have had to cross two formidable mountain chains before reaching the heart of the 
kingdom. A few, as Harris, Rocket, Beke, &c., have travelled from Tajurreh to Slion, 
a month’s journey south of the Hawasli, through a rugged desert, before they reached 
the hospitable highland at the southern extremity of Abyssinia. Yet from Tajarrah to 
Arica (or Awasa), w here the desert terminates in the west, is a journey of only three 
or four days, and thence direct to Amhara, there is no ground for surmising that the 
country may not be easily traversed. The Portuguese Missionaries were told that on 
the direct road down to Zeila there were but two days of desert. 

Intercourse is incontestably the main spring of civilization; and the discovery of 
an easy road to Central Abyssinia would proliably put an end to the stagnation which 
has so long hindered the social progress of a lively, intelligent people. It would lead 
to the general construction of roads and bridges throughout the country, and thereby 
effectually aid its internal organization. On the coast w hence the proposed route starts, 
the English now exercise considerable influence. The Ruler of Auca Gurcle is not so 
far inland as to think of defying the master of the sea; and, indeed, it is not likely that 
"he would reject advances obviously made only with a view to trade. It might, indeed, 
be found impossible to oj>cn the proj>osed route at once; yet it w'ould Ik* worth while to 
make the exj>eriment, since if any intercourse with the interior wrore once established 
in that direction, it would be sure to win its way by diffusing benefits, till at last the 
desired goal be reached. 


No. 97. 

Acting Consul Calvert to Earl Russell.—(Received November 21.) 

(No. 3.) 

My Lord, Jeddah , November 4, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that M. Pellissier has received 
a letter from the French Consul at Massowali, dated 11th October, stating tliat 
Mr. llassam was still awaiting there a reply to his letter to King Theodore, and that 
Captain Cameron was still in confinement. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY H. CALVERT. 
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No. 98. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Meritale. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Nor ember 23, 1864. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter from 
the Board of Trade, inclosing a copy of a Memorandum as to the most secure passage 
into the interior of Abyssinia for tnc puiposes of trade,* and I am to request that you 
will move the Secretary of State for India in Council to invite observations upon this 
subject from officers who have served at Aden or who have studied the district in 
question. 

It is requested that the accompanying Memorandum may be returned to this office 
when done with. 

I am, Ac. 

(8igned) JAME8 MURRAY. 


No. 99. 

Major Oalton to Mr. Hammond.—(Received December 3.) 

Sir, War Office , December 1, 1864. 

WITH reference to your letter of 12th March, 18G3, relative to a claim of 3/. 2*. 8 d. 
on account of stores issued from Her Majesty’s ship “ Hornet ” in May 1861, to the 
Consul at Mas so wall, I am directed by Earl de Grey and Ripon, to request you will 
inform me whether any report lias been yet received from the above Consul on the subject 
of the supplies in question. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) DOUGLAS GALTON. 


Nothing. 


Minutes. 


A. L. C. 


But explain why. 


J. M. 


No. 100. 

Mr. Murray to Major Oalton. 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 9, 186-4. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
1st instant, inquiring whether any Report has been received from Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Massowah, relative to a claim of 3/. 2s. 8 d. on account of stores supplied 
to him from Her Majesty’s ship “ Hornet ” in May 1861; and I am to state to you, 
in reply, that as Captain Cameron is unfortunately detained against his will in 
Abyssinia, where he is supposed to be imprisoned, no report can at present be expected 
from him in regard to this claim. 

I am, &c. 

(8igned) JAMES MURRAY. 


• No. 90. 
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No. 101. 


i 


Mrs. Stem to Earl Russell.—(Received December 15.) 


My Lord, 73, Sussex Road, Hollouay , December 13, 1864. 

THE inclosed extract from “ Christian Work" for the present month having 
just been brought under my notice, I take the liberty of forwarding the same for your 
Lordship’s perusal, and as a wife deeply distressed for the insults and sufferings to 
which my inoffending husband and his companions kavo been subjected during the 
last thirteen months, I would humbly ask whether more vigorous measures could not 
immediately be taken to rescue, ere it be too late, these unfortunate sufferers from the 
cruel gripe of that despotic monarch, Theodoras. 

Trusting the anguish of heart under which I labour will be a sufficient apology for 
thus intruding myself on your Lordship’s notice, I beg, Ac. 

(8igned) CHARLOTTE E. 8TERN. 


Minutes. 


Mr. Calvert’s desi 
but 1 think I saw in t 


dek of November *4 contains the hist official account wo have; 
5 paper some days ago that the Europeans were set at liberty. 

E. HAMMOND. 


All proper measures have been taken. 


R. 


Inclosure in No. 101. 

Extract from the “ Christian Work” of December 1, 1864. 

Continued Imprisonment and Torture of Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal.— 
Being aware ot your readers taking a great interest in Messrs. Stern, Rosenthal, and 
tne Hntttfc Consul, who continue to be held in captivity by the despotic Monarch of 
Abyssinia, 1 may be allowed to transmit to you a few items from a letter I received 
yesterday from a friend who arrived in September hist at Cairo from the confines of 
Abyssinia, via Kartoum, Souakim, and Jeddah. 

1 rom this letter I gathered the melancholy news tliat no change for the better has 
taken place in the state of Abyssinian affairs. The captives, Messrs. Stern, Rosenthal, 
an he English Consul have not only not been set at liberty, hut have suffered from 
great violence. According to information received from different authorities, the 
P^ 0, ! cre r. ( ! i J 1 ®J n ^ el y e » placed in the most pitiful condition, as the rainy season has 
gra\ely affected their health. The ostensible cause of ill-treatment on the part of the 
Ring seems to lie m the discovery which His Majesty made in the journals of Messrs. 
Stern and Rosenthal as to his maternal descent. Mr. Stern mentioned in liis confis¬ 
cated papers that the Kings mother bad been a vendor of kosso, a medicinal fruit 
which is continually used by Abyssinians. Mr. Stem was quite right in his assertion, 

18 tr , U i, that ^ he raotber was> a seller of kosso, whereas his father was a 

ation of Dejaj Comfoo, the Governor of Demhea, who beat liack several times the 
gyp lan troops that came from Sennar. In the beginning of his reign the King (who 
nf i?* ??? b iera ^ J 11 ®"* an£ l not a despot as he has liecome since the death 

nit l i *i ^ Ad J utant * who kept him in a moral check) often used to say, “ If I do 
hc >P°?T TO 16 ^ w ? 11 complain of me before God, for I myself have been 
fnR°^oi I,ian 'i r i* 1 heodoros been a man of Napoleon’s stamp, he would not have 
° f descent, nor would he have had recourse to the absurd idea of being 
who wan bolomon, who had a son, as the Abyssinians say, called Menelei, 

the lWnSf " hlch was th( ‘ n 8uh jocted to the Queen of Sheba. Hence 

nf - y , of consider themselves to this davas the lineal descendants 

which he w uch . Kin S Theodores attaches the greatest importance, and 

outdo the lattjS* 0 strongly in his late correspondence with Napoleon,—to 

Zn ° f Theodores, very angry at Mr. Stem’s asser- 

Jj nnt m J 010 *! * be source from which he had derived his information. As he 
( 73 ? t nh0n the name of bis informant, tlie King ordered him and Mr. Rosenthal 













78 


to lie beaten and put to the Abyssinian rack, i.e., the wrist of the hand and upper part 
of the arm of both gentlemen were firmly tied with ropes, in consequence of which the 
blood was forced out of the tips of the fingers. After the prisoners had confessed, the 
rack was removed, but we may imagine how dreadfully they suffered. Whether the 
efforts made by the English Government in behalf of the prisoners will not be too late, 
and whether they will lead at all to a satisfactory result, is still doubtful. 

The mission at Jeddah and Darna among the Jews is for the present entirely 
suspended, as the missionaries have been ordered by the King to proceed to Gafiat, to 
work for him in connection with the Pilgrim Missionaries whom His Majesty continues 
to honour for the mechanical lalxmrs which they have performed to his satisfaction. 
True, the direct mission-work is for a while interrupted, but the seed of the Divine word 
which the brethren have disseminated cannot be choked. It has taken so deep root in 
some of the converts that it will be impossible to alienate them from the living commu¬ 
nion with Christ, who has promised that none shall pluck his sheep out of his hand. 
When the Abyssinian mission will have passed the present fiery trial, we may confidently 
anticipate the second period of joy, which will be attended with joyful success arising 
out the seed time of tears. 

In Western Abyssinia famine is raging to a fearful extent, as the royal army has 
entirelv exhausted the provinces. New rebels rise everywhere. 

The missionaries at the Matamma station are all well and in good spirits. Their 
work requires much patience and self-denial, and though it may not present immediate 
and visible results, seed will from that locality be scattered to distant regions of the 
Moliametan world by pilgrims jMissing through Matamma eastward to Arabia, and 
westward to nortli-w<*stem Africa. 

The external work which tho brethren had to do before the rainy season, consisted 
in the construction of a mill, and in improving a water-wheel, by which the whole 
machinery might be turned to better advantage. The profit of the water-wheel was 
for the first year satisfactory ; the expenditure incurred for construction was covered, 
and a small surplus left. With God’s help, and if the commercial station at Khartoum 
be prosperous, we trust the Matamma station will support itself after a few years. The 
financial circumstances of the Matamma station have been, however, very unfavourable 
this year, owing to the dearness of provisions throughout Sudan. 

At the important station at Knrtoum the brethren have opened a school for lx>ys, 
whom the well-known Dutch lady, Miss Tiune, who came down the White River, 
had intrusted to their eare for instruction and education. A few other boys from town 
have joined these foreign youths as schoolfellows. Khartoum being a central point for 
Afri<n in every direction, this station is of the utmost iraj)ortance. It is the nature of 
a healthy tree to stretch out its branches in every direction; the same is the case with 
the development of a healthy mission. The Khartoum station would already have 
advanced along the White lliver had the Pilgrim Mission been able to supply the 
requisite means, and had the projected intermediate stations between Cairo and Khartoum 
been taken up. The world has means enough for accomplishing the most gigantic 
plans, but when the objects of God’s kingdom are concerned, how long does it require 
and how much ]>ains need to be taken Indore a few hundred pounds are forthcoming. 

I left Khartoum on the 9th of August, and reached Berber in five days in a Nile 
l>oat. At Berber I learned that no camels were to lx? bad for prosecuting my way to 
Korosko through the desert of Tadmor, wherefore I resolved upon traversing the desert 
to Suakin, on the Red Sea, which I reached after fifteen days. Thence an Arab vessel 
carried me over to Jeddah, where I embarked on the steamer for Suez. On the 17th 
September 1 arrived at Cairo. 

In transmitting the above communication to you, I subjoin a few considerations 
relative to England's position to Abyssinia, which doubtless will soon lx? drawn into 
the current of the European wrorld. 

1. Is it not strange that England should be insulted by the very country which 
the British Government long ago defended against the grasp of Mohamet Ali, the 
celebrated ruler of Egypt, who, but for the interposition of England, would have 
conquer'd all Abyssinia ? 

2. Is it not most ungrateful, yea, shameful, on the part of Abyssinia to insult and 
ill-treat the otficial Representative and some inoffensive and private individuals of that 
very England which made friendship with several Abyssinian rule's by sending them 
handsome presents at a considerable cost ? Who does not know that England first 
dispatched a mission, under Mr. Salt, to the Court of Ras Wolda Selassie, the ruler of 
Tigr£ ? and w ho is not acquainted with the costly Embassy which was, under Major 
Harris, sent to Sahela Selassie, the ruler of Shoa, with whom a Treaty of Amity and 

- ^ - i --- -J* 
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Commerce was stipulated, according to which every English subject should have free 
and unmolested access to, and residence in, the country, to carry out his respective 
business. 

3. Never did any Abyssinian ruler himself use personal violence against an 
European, least of all against an Englishman, as the overbearing King Theodores has 
done now, in opposition to his own principles which he followed in the beginning of 
his liberal ahd hopeful reign in 1855. 

4. Has England given the King the least cause for dissatisfaction P Far from it 
In consequence of the Treaty made with Sahela Selassie, the late King of Shoa, the 
English Government would We been justified in taking up arms against Theodores, 
who dethroned the descendants of Sahela 8elassie, and annexed his dominions to those 
of Amhara and Tigrd. England did not take up the cause of Shoa, for which Theodores 
ought to have Veen very grateful. England might easily have marched an army of 
6,000 men from Tadioura (opposite to Aden) to the banks of the River Kawash at 
Aoosa, thence on level ground along the Kawash to the frontiers of Shoa, whose people 
would readily have joined the invaders. A great number of other Chiefs, dissatisfied 
with Theodores, would have aided with them to overthrow the man who has upset all 
Abyssinia, reduced her to the brink of ruin, and dishonoured her for ever in the eyes 
of Europe bv torturing an English Consul and English subjects. 

5. England has shown herself of late veiy weak in Europe, for which, however, 
she may be praised, as by her conduct in the continental affairs she has avoided a 
general European war. But will she allow herself to be insulted by barbarous and 
uncivilised nations, merely from a motive of saving money rather than her honour P 
Will not only European but even uncivilised nations say, the English lion has got old, 
and lost his powerful teeth ? England may be sure that she will lose tho respect of 

FiMlcm nations if shn n 1 low an iinnnnninln/l ill i.„__ t»_ * . ,> 


Eastern 
and sub 


em nations if she allow an unprincipled despot to ill-treat her own Representative 
subjects with impunity. Neither France nor Russia would endure suen an insult 

(Signed) J. L. KRAPF. 


Komthal , near Stuttgardt , Novemher 1864. 


No. 102. 

Colonel Adair to Earl Russell.—{Received December 16.) 

My V’Ekvui. , . December 14, 1864. 

1 11A \ L been requested by the family of Captain Cameron, Consul in the Abyssinian 
territory, anu reputed prisoner at the Court of Gondar, to inquire whether any intel¬ 
ligence has been received which may give a reasonable hope that that officer may be 
permitted to return to his duty. J 

j. ,)el * ev ® latest information is of the early part of this year, and I have 

therefore the less hesitation m asking your Lordship kindly to cause any of later date 
to be communicated to the anxious relatives of Captain Cameron. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALEX. SHAFTO ADAIR. 


No. 103. 


Mr. Hammond to Colonel Adair. 


° Ir ’ r a at „ Foreign Office, December 17, 1864. 

, Jiu • directed by Earl Rassell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 14th instant, requesting, on behalf of the family of Captain Cameron, Her 
Majesty § Consul m Abyssinia, to be informed whether any intelligence has lately lx*en 
received concerning him, and I am to inform you, in replv, tluit a despatch lias been 
received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah stating that he had heard from the 
French Consul at Massowah, under date the 11th of October last, that Captain Cameron 
was stul m confinement. 

I am however to add that all proper measures have been taken by Her Majesty’s 

Government with a view to obtain his liberation. 

I am, &c. 

(8igned) E. HAMMOND. 
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No. 104. 

Mr. Hammond to Mrs. Stem. 

Madam, Foreign Office , December 17, 1864. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
13th instant, and to inform you in reply that ail proper measures have been taken by 
Her Majesty’s Government with a view to obtain the liberation of your husband from 
captivity in Abyssinia. 

1 am, &c. 

(8igned) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 106. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received December 29.) 

India Office , December 29, 1864. 

MR. MERIVALE presents his compliments to Mr. Hammond, and forwards to 
him herewith, for the information of Earl Russell, those inclosures to a letter recently 
received from the Political Resident at Aden, dated the 21st November, which relate 
to the progress of Mr. Rassam’s mission in Abyssinia for the release of Mr. Consul 
Cameron and other European prisoners. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 105. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel M crew ether. 

8ir, Massowah, October 10, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the 4th instant I went on a trip in 
Her Majesty’s steamer “ Dalhouaie ” to the Island of Dissce, situated about twenty 
miles to the south-east of this place, for the purpose of returning the visit of its Chief, 
who had called on me a short time ago. 

2. I found on my arrival there that the Chief whom I wished to sec was away 
from the place, so I only spent the night there and returned to Massowah the following 
day. 

3. 1 find that the Island of Dissce had been ceded to Turkey soon after 
Sir W. M. Coghlan visited it in 1859, and that the French Government has now 
given up all pretensions to it. 

4. As the chief merchant of Gondar, Iasfa Ilailo, who is at present here, expressed 
a wish to have a cruize in the steamer, I asked him, with some other Abyssinian 
merchants, to accompany me on the voyage. I was glad tliat I liad it in my power to 
pay them this civility, inasmuch as the chief mercliant amongst them was one of those 
who had contributed to the liberation of the late Consid Plowden by subscribing for 
his ransom when he was taken prisoner after he was wounded, a few days before his 
demise. 

5. However, an hour liefore we started, they sent to say they could not come for 
fear of their King, as some mischief-maker might report to him that they had cruized 
in an English vessel for the purpose of plotting against His Majesty, whereby they 
might lose their property, and pcrhajis even their lives. 

0. 1 certainly do not blame them for their timidity, considering the present ruth¬ 
less temper of King Theodorus and his distrust of everybody. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 106. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewetker. 

Sir, Massowih , October 12, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, since the date of my letter to your 
address, dated the 19th August last, no intelligence of any importance has been 
received from Gondar relative to the object of my mission. 

2. Indeed, with regard to mere reports, I cannot say that I have not received any, 
as unfortunately there is no lack of fabricators of false rumours in Abyssinia, who are 
always ready to invent stories for the sake of pleasing their hearers. 

3. Although it is now nearly three months since I sent the messengers up to the 
King of Abyssinia, the only reliable information I have received concerning them is, 
that they had reached Gondar safely, and had delivered my letter to the King, who, 
agreeably to standing usage, had appointed one of his followers to take care of them 
until he would be pleased to dismiss them. 

4. In consequence of the edict said to have been published by King Theodorus, 
prohibiting every one of his subjects from serving the Europeans, it was rumoured that 
my messengers had been imprisoned for carrying my letter to the King; others 
reported that they were received very well by his Majesty, and that he had sent them 
back with an escort to take me up to Gondar. The above contradictory reports have 
been found to be unworthy of credit; but the interdiction against serving Europeans is 
said to be quite true. 

6. I am told that the reason the King has not yet replied to my letter is, liecause 
he has a peculiar propensity of not answering a letter expeditiously, and he considers it 
below his dignity to use diligence in granting a request, whether it be for his benefit or 
otherwise. 

6. For some fault he found with the inhabitants of Gondar, lie ordered the best 
part of the city to be sacked, and had the bouses of the chief families destroyed. This, 
with the epidemics of small-pox and typhus fever, which appeared there at that time, 
has almost ruined the capital. Most of the residents liave left the place, nnd went to 
seek shelter elsewhere. 

7. It is also reported that the King has now no friend in the country, as he has 
behaved very cruelly towards his best friends for some whim of his, and that even his 
soldiery are deserting him daily. 

8 . There is no doubt that nis Majesty is now in great, trouble on account of the 
rebellion said to be raging in Kw*alawagara; and Jisso Gabozai, the leader of the 
insurgents, lias defeated the royal army twice in pitched battles. The very last news 
brought down from Abyssinia was to the effect that no less than 5,000 of the King’s 
troops had joined the rebels within the last two months. 

9. As the delay of the messengers seemed to me rather extraordinary, I despatched 
a messenger, privately, on the 17th ultimo to Adowa, the capital of the old kingdom of 
Tigre, in the hopes of his bringing me some intelligence regarding my messengers and 
Captain Cameron. I regret to say tliat he came back, after fourteen days* absence, 
with scarcely any fresh news, as no one had arrived from Gondar to Adowa for three 
weeks before Ills arrival there. 

10. Some attribute the stoppage of the communication between the capital of 
Abyssinia and Tigrf to the rise of the River Tacazzee, and others fancy that the King 
had prohibited the people from journeying aliout to prevent the spreading of had news. 

11. \\ ith the messengers, I sent a note to an Abyssinian Christian, named 
Mireha R'arkie, who had been educated in some English school at Bombay, and asked 
him therein to send me some news. He was afraid to answer my note, lest liis letter 
should fall in the hands of the King’s followers, whereby his life would be endangered; 
but he told the messenger that he was in daily expectation of fresh intelligence from 
Gondar, and as soon as he received it he would come down himself and inform me of 
everything. 

12. His not replying to me by letter shows what a dread there is amongst all the 
Abyssmians of having anything to do with us, in consequence of the breach existing 
between their King and the British Consul. 

13. If I do not hear anything from the Bang this month, I shall write to him 
again; but I fear I shall have a great difficulty in finding any trustworthy person to 
take up my letter in consequence of the rumoured imprisonment of my messengers. 
It is much easier to get men to go up and bring down what news they can collect 
privately—of the latter I have already sent two, apart, and unknown to each other, r 
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14. Two Abyssinians, who had formerly been in the service of Captain Cameron, 
came to me, witnin a fortnight of each other, with messages from Captain Cameron. 
One said that the Consul had sent him down to ask the British Representative at 
Massowah to write a very civil letter to the King in case he intended to treat for the 
release of himself and the other European prisoners. The second one said that the 
Consul had sent him down for some money and sugar. These two men disappeared 
the very next day after they had an interview with me; and, although I asked the 
latter to wait a few days until I made some inquiries regarding him, he decamped 
forthwith, notwithstanding my premise to maintain him all the time he remained at 
Massowah. 

15. It is generally believed that these two men were sent as spies by the King, as 
it appears there is a foolish notion afloat that England intends to coerce him for his 

imprisoned the Consul and the missionaries, and that thousands 
den to be sent to Massowah. 

the inquiries I have made I And it is quite impossible for me to 


misbehaviour in havir 
of troops are ready at 

16. From all 1 < 

communicate with Captain Cameron, as he is confined with the other prisoners in a 
tent next to the King’s, and no one is allowed to Bpeak to them save those who are 
placed to guard them. 

17. The story of Captain Cameron requiring money and sugar is, in my opinion, 
totally unfounded. The man was either sent by the King as a spy, or he thought that 
he eould easily impose upon me in getting me to give him a few dollars which he 
might be able to pocket. 

18. It is rumoured that two of the European prisoners, Messrs. Rosenthal and 
Kerens, have died in prison at Gondar; but I dare not vouch for the truth of the 
report. 

19. Purtoo Effendi, the Kaimakam of Massowah, left this for Jeddah on his 
way to Constantinople on the 16th ultimo; although he quite recovered from his long¬ 
standing malady, through the attendance of Dr. Blanc, he could not gain his usual 
strength, for his weak frame required a change of air, and, on the recommendation of 
Dr. Blanc, he quitted the place on a sick certificate. 

20. He has appointed Abdallah Khaleel, the chief merchant of the place, to act 
for him during his absence, or until such time as liis Government may be pleased to 
appoint his successor. 

21. Before his departure, he recommended me to bis locum tenens, the members of 
the Massowah Council, and the Turkish officials, and he told them that he expected 
them to treat me with the same honour and respect as they had ever shown to him. 
He also wished them to give mo every assistance in their power, being, as I am, the 
representative of the British Government, which is the staunch ally of the Sublime 
Porte, and for which he entertained great regard and respect. 

22. I owe it to Purtoo Effendi, and the rest of the Massowah officials, to state 
that I have experienced nothing but kindness and assistance from them ever since my 
arrival amongst them, and I trust that Government will be pleased to acknowledge 
the friendly attention of the former by presenting him with a token of their regard. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RAS8AM. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 105. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Massowah, November 4, 1864. 

IN continuation of my letter of the 12th ultimo, I have the honour to report, for 
the information of Government, that I have written again to the King of Abyssinia, 
and sent my letter through Mnhommed bin Abdar-Roheem, the Naib of Arkeeko, the 
hereditary Chief of Samlxur, or low-land of Abyssinia. 

2. In paragraph 13 of my letter above alluded to, I mentioned that, if I did not 
hear from the King before the end of the month, 1 would write again to liim; and the 
only difficulty I apprehended was, the finding of messengers to convey my letter safely 
to the dreaded Monarch. 

3. On a conversation I had, soon afterwards, with the said Naib, he suggested to 
me the possibility of my letter not having reached the King. He advised me not to 
lose any time in writing again to His Majesty, and promised to forward my letter safely 
to him. Consequent upon his friendly offer, 1 wTote at once a suitable letter, a 
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translation of which is herewith appended, and on the 19th ultimo the Naib 
despatched it up to Gondar by two of his followers; and with it, he wrote a letter 
himself, wherein he explained the reason of the despatch of the second letter, and 
concluded by intimating to His Majesty that the sole object of his having undertaken 
the conveyance of it was, his sincere desire to promote good friendship between him 
and the British Government. 

4. I must mention here, that although this Chief was once imprisoned by the 
King for some trivial matter, while he was on a visit to him, he has been on very 
good terms with him ever since his liberation. 

5. He showed me a number of letters which he had received at different times 
from King Theodoras, which all evince that he is held with a groat esteem by His 
Majesty. 

6. He told me that the King was the most fickle person ho ever had anything to 
do with. For instance, nearly a year ago, he sent two messengers up to him with a 
letter regarding some business, and up to this time he has received no answer; whereas, 
six months after the despatch of those messengers, he had an occasion to write again 
upon some other matter, which was promptly attended to, and the messengers wore 
sent back three days after their arrival at tne King’s Court. 

7. I regret to say that up to this date nothing worthy of notice has been received 
from Gondar beyond a repetition of what I have already reported. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) H. R ASS AM. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 105. 

Mr. Rassam to King Theodorus. 

(After the usual compliments.) Massowah, October 17, 1864. 

BE it known to your Majesty, that it is now nearly three months since I arrived 
here, bearing a letter to your address from Her August Majesty our British Queen, and 
the day after my arrival I desjjatehtxl you a letter by two messengers, named 
Mahommed Abnwnss, and Mabommed Sa-eed; and up to this time I have rooeivod no 
answer thereto. I hope that the cause is favourable. 1 

Different reports reach me daily regarding the delay; and there has been a rumour 
going about, tliat the messengers did not come to you, in consequence of some people 
having intimidated them on the road against approaching you. It is also suggested 
that perhaps the letter was handl'd over to some individual who had not delivered it to 
you. For this reason I am now writing to you again; and in ease my former 
communication did not reach you, I will inclose a copy of it in this tliat you may learn 
its purport. 

As the Naib, Mahommed bin Abdar-Raheem, has proved to me a faithful 
adherent and a sincere friend to your Majesty, I am sending this letter through him; 
and agreeably to the regard he entertains towards you and our great English 
Government, he has undertaken to send it to you safely and speedily. 

I l)eg you to honour me with an answer soon, and let me know what your intention 
is regarding the duty on which I have been sent by our English Government, and by 
that, I shall feel greatly obliged to your Majesty, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 105. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Rassam. 


Aden, November 13, 1864. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letters dated 10th and 12th October, 
and 4th November, and to thank you for the very interesting contents. You were 
perfectly right in sending their “ Dalhousie 51 to Aden. 8he will return to you 
to-morrow, bringing supplies to last her till she is relieved by the “ Victoria,” which 
will probably be about the end of this month. 

2- Yo JJ a <dcd very properly in again addressing King Theodoras in the manner 
you did. But should no answer be received in reply thereto, you should write a third 
letter to the King, informing him that you can no longer consent to remain at 
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Massowah, and that if some communication and explanation is not received from him 
by a certain date, giving sufficient time for an answer to come, you will be compelled 
to withdraw the Mission and return to Aden. 

I have, Ac._ 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 106. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Sir C. Wood.—{Communicated by India Office, 

December 1864.) 

3 ^ Aden, December 10, 1864. 

I DO myself the honour to forward a copy of my latest despatch in this Depart¬ 
ment, dated 10th December, 1864, to the Government of Bombay. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 106. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

gjj. Aden, December 10, 1864. 

* I HAVE the honour to forward the last correspondence, received per “ Dalhousie,” 
from Mr. llaasam, on special mission to Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 106. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Massowah, December 2, 1864. 

IN paragraph 18 of my letter to your address, dated the 12th October,* I mentioned 
that I had despatched two messengers privately up to Gondar, for the purpose of 
collecting some information regarding the European prisoners, and about the messengers 
I had sent up to the King of Abyssinia more than four months ago; one of these secret 
messengers lias returned, and herewith I have the honour to incloso his statement for 

the information of Government. , . _ . 

2. From the fact of the messenger having stated that Captain Cameron' required 
sugar, rice, and money,f which he undertook to take up to him, I thought I could not 
do better than to send lain the articles asked for, inasmuch as I had once before 
received a message to the same effect; accordingly I supplied the messenger with two 
donkeys laden with sugar and rice; I gave him also 50 German crowns in cash, and 

sent him up privately on the 28th ultimo. 

3. The messenger felt quite confident that he would manage to convey these things 
safely to their destination, and promised to bring me a letter from Captain Cameron. 
I sent a few lines by him to Mr. Flad (one of the Europeans who is m the employ of 
the King and said to be a friend of Captain Cameron), wherein I acquainted him with 
the despatch of my first letter to King Theodorus, and asked him to favour me, if 
possible, with the cause of his not replying thereto for so long. 

4. The letter which the messenger said he had brought from Captain Cameron was 
addressed to M. Munzinger, the Acting French Consul of Massowah, and therefore he 
had to leave it for him at Bogos in Hamasain, the first Abyssinian district, about sixty 
miles to the west of this place, where M. Munzinger generally resides. That gentleman 
had gone to Kissala, the first Egyptian district on the northern side of Abyssinia, to 
settle some feud existing between the Christians and Mahometans of the neighbouring 
tribes. As he is not expected back here for the next twenty days, I nave sent a 
special messenger for the letter, which is said to have been writteu in the Amhanc 

l anguage, and if I receive it before the “ Dalhousie ” starts for Aden, 1 will forward you 

a translation of it by her. , . . ., 

5. If the messenger’s statement is correct that Captain Cameron dofs not wish me 

• Indocur* 9 in No. 105. t loclosure 9 in No. 105 atetioo 17. 
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to go up to Gondar for the present, it must be founded on the supposition that I 
intended to do so whether I received an answer from the King or not. My doing so 
before receiving a reply from the King will be simply to thwart all hopes of ever 
gaining the release of the prisoners; and, furthermore, it may subject me and my 
companion. Dr. Blanc, to a worse calamity than that which befell Captain Cameron 
and his fellow prisoners, and would inevitably complicate matters more than ever. 

6 . The report which reached the King about the intention of the Franks to occupy 
Ha mas ai n , must be founded on the current rumour that the well-known adventurer 
Count de Bisson, a Belgian, and who calls himself a French General, has returned from 
Emit, and is now in the vicinity of that district, with an Egyptian Commissioner and 
a French gentleman from the French Consulate at Alexandria, trying to establish some 
exorbitant claim against the Egyptian Government for the losses he alleges to have 
sustained last year m endeavouring to establish a Colony on the northern frontier of 
Abyssinia. 

7. About fifteen months ago he came to this neighbourhood with about forty 
European adventurers, whom he had collected from different parts of the continent, to 
assist him in his colonizing scheme. He also brought abundance of warlike stores, like 
guns, muskets, powder, &c., but on finding that neither his intrigue nor martial strength 
could avail him much, in consequence of the opposition he met with from the natives 
of the country wherever he went, he returned to Egypt and left liis followers to go 
back to their country in the best way they could, lie provided them with neither 
money nor provisions, consequently they were nigh starving and could only manage to 
leave this part of Africa through begging. 

8 . I lielieve that extraordinary expedition stirred up the wrath of King Theodorus 
against all Europeans, and made him feel jealous of their movements. It also proved, 
most probably, the main cause of the apprehension and imprisonment of Captaiu 
Cameron and the missionaries. 

9. I fear the return of this Count de Bisson just now to these parts will have an 
injurious effect upon our interests; and very likely his having appeared again in the 
vicinity of Abyssinia has made the Emperor rather suspicious regarding our intention. 

10. Moreover, I apprehend that some evil disposed person hero has been deceiving 
His Majesty with regard to the object of my Mission; because I am certain that a great 
number of the inhabitants of this country, both Christians and Mahometans, do not 
wish us to be on good terms with the Abyssinian Monarch; on the contrary, they 
would rather see him brought to his senses by force of amis. This feeling, I regret to 
say, is shared by a number of the Europeans in this country, as they think tliat by his 
being humbled they will be able to carry on their different plans without 
molestation. 

11. From all the reports I have received lately, I fear that the rumoured imprison¬ 
ment of my first two messengers is but too true. I cannot believe, however, that they 
were confined for carrying my letter to the King, because they were at large some days 
after their arrival at his court. It may be that after they had waited some time for an 
answer, they were intimidated, and tried to run away, or (as it has been suggested to 
me) they might have importuned His Majesty for their dismissal. It is well known that 
nothing annoys him so much as to be asked repeatedly to do that which ho is slow 
in accomplishing. 

12 . I had sent three private messengers, through different parties, to collect infor¬ 
mation. The first, who has arrived, was sent for me by M. Munzinger, the acting 
French Consul of Massowah; the second by the Naib of Arkeeko; and the third by 
a Gondar merchant I expect the return of the last two daily. 

18. As the movements of these messengers arc unknown to each other, it will be 
very important to find whether the intelligence they bring down will tally. I shall 
then lie able to judge what further steps I can take for carrving out the wishes of the 
Right Honourable the Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire. 

14. It seems to me that there remains now only one hope for attaining the desired 
object, and that is, the King of Abyssinia may yet change his bad temper, and send me 
an answer to the second letter 1 forwarded through the Naib of Arkeeko. But if 
tin* messengers of that Chief will also lie subjected to the same treatment as mine are 
said to have met with, there will only be two ways left open for me,—either to appoint 
some one here to receive any communication which the King may ultimately send, and 
return to Aden, or to wait here patiently a few months longer and try some other means 
for obtaining the release of the prisoners. 

15. Whether the King imprisons the Naib’s messengers or not, it will not only 
be useless to address him again, for the present, on the subject of my Mission, but it 
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may prove injurious to the prisoners. Moreover, I do not believe that other messengers 
could be found to carry another letter safely to the King, in case it is found out that the 
Naib’s messengers have met with the same fate as mine. 

10. There is no doubt that the Emperor has been crazy for the last two yean; and 
for the safety and ultimate release of Captain Cameron and the other European prisoners 
precautionary measures have to be adopted for realizing our wishes. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM, 

First Assistant Political Resident at Aden , on Special 
Mission to Abyssinia. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 106. 

Precis of Intelligence brought from Oondar by Waldec Mariam bin Fantah, a Secret 
Messenger sent up bv M. Munzinger, the Acting French Consul of Massowah, on the 


Messenger sent up by 
11 (A October, 1864. 


I WA8 formerly in the service of Consul Cameron, and after he was imprisoned I 
was sent down by him to inform Mr. Speedy of the circumstances, but on coming here 
I found tliat he had left for Aden. 

About a month and a-half ago I was sent up by M. Munzinger to Gondar, to 
collect some information regarding the European prisoners and the messengers you had 
sent up with letters to the King. It took me fifteen days to go up to Qondar. While 
I was there, I spent two days with the servants of Consul Cameron at the King’s 
encampment, outside Gondar. The Consul still retains five domestics, who bake bread 
and cook for him. All the European prisoners are confined in one tent, and conse¬ 
quently I managed to see them all daily. Captain Cameron is chained to two men—a 
Copt, and a follower of the King; and the Reverend Mr. Stem is chained to 
Mr. Rosenthal. The Consul had heard of your Mission, but did not know what had 
been done. I told Captain Cameron that I had been sent by M. Munzinger, and 
was coming hack to Massowah with intelligence. He told me to ask you to send him 
some sugar and rice, and also some money, if possible. I am willing to take up their 
their things, if you wish to send them. The Consul told me to take the things to my 
house at Gondar, and, if possible, to supply him with a little at a time, otherwise he 
would get Mr. Flad (who is at large, and working for the Kin^) to take charge of them. 
The Consul has also requested me to ask you not to go up until you should hear from 
him, and he hoped to write to you as soon as I went hack to Gondar. 

Ho has further charged me to advise M. Munzinger not to stay at Bogos 
as the King had heard from Hailo, the Governor-General of llamasain, that two 
Europeans (Messrs. Munzinger and Stalla) were living at Bogos, and that the Franks 
had intended to occupy tliat district. It is believed that the King had sent orders to 
Llamasain for the apprehension of tho afore-mentioned Europeans and their conveyance 
as prisoners to Gondar. 

An Abyssinian (formerly in the employ of the Consul) named Gabra Mariam Dasta 
gave me & letter for M. Munzinger, which he he wrote for Captain Cameron in 
Am baric. I have left tliat letter at Bogos, as 1 have found, tliat M. Munzinger 
had gone to Kassala, in the Egyptian territory. I believe that that letter contains a 
request for some sugar and rice, and also to warn you against going up to Gondar for 
the present. 

All the prisoners were looking very well, with the exception of Mr. Kerens, who 
was suffering from eruptions on his skin. The Captain receives ample rations, but the 
rest of the European prisoners have not been allowed anything for the last eight months. 
They live upon charity, and the Consul gives them what he can spare from nis meals. 

The Aboona (Metropolitan of Abyssinia) is still in disgrace, and was only liberated 
about two months and a linlf ago. The Consul asked him to write you a letter, hut he 
was afraid to do so. 

The King has not only stopped all his allowances, but deprived him of all religious 
benefices, and confiscated all his private property. 

Mr. Caimes and a Copt named You&if (a servant of Mr. Stern) have died in prison. 

I heard that tho messengers you sent to the King, four months ago, were in prison 
at Gondar, but I could not see them. It was said that they were imprisoned by the 
King because they had served Europeans contrary to his orders. The King had heard 
, ■ • v ‘ • • - ! * '■ 


87 


from Massowah that the English had intended to go up and fight him, and it is believed 
that that is the cause of his not replying to you. 

There is no doubt that a rebellious spirit has sprung up all over Abyssinia, No 
less than five formidable chiefs have risen against him, and thousands of the King’s 
disaffected subjects have joined them. 

From what I have seen of the King's encampment and the exterior show of his 
Court, his power did not seem to me to have suffered in the least. 

I stayed at Gondar three days, and it took me twenty-six to come down to 
Massowah by way of Bogos. 

Before me, this 24th of November, 1864. 

(Signed) H. RA88AM, 

First Assistant Political Resident , Aden, on Special 
Mission to Abyssinia . 
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Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale. 


(Private.) 

My dear Merivale, Foreign Office, January 2, 1865. 

MANY thanks for letting me sec the inclosed letters, which are not very satisfac¬ 
tory. The next accounts may bring us some news of the captives. 

Ever yours, 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


Inclosure in No. 107. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Merivale. 

My dear Mr. Merivale, Aden , December 10, 1864. 

HEREWITH the latest private intelligence from Rassam. He has now been at 
Massowali since the 24th* July, yet he has had no communication from the King. The 
latter’s position is evidently getting more and more critical every day, and were it not 
for a sujierstitious feeling attaching to him, that he is invulnerable, I believe he would 
have been assassinated long ago. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 

N.B.—I liavc instructed Rassam to send the “Victoria” back to this with any 
important intelligence he may have to communicate. 


No. 108. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received January 4.) 

(Confidential,) 

Sir, _ India Office, January 2, 1865. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 23rd November,! transmitting a communication 
from the Board of Trade, inclosing a copy of a Memorandum by Mr. Cooley, respecting 
the means of facilitating commercial intercourse with the interior of Abyssinia, I am 
directed by Sir CluirleB Wood to state, that in accordance with the wish ox prised by 
Earl Russell that the observations upon this subject of officers who have served at 
Aden, or who have studied the district in question might be invited, the papers have 
been placed in the hands of Major-General Sir William Coghlan, K.C.B., formerly 
Political Resident at Aden, whose comments I now forward. It will be observed that 
Sir William Coghlan has invited the opinions of Dr. Bekc, n traveller well acquainted 
with the Abyssinian territory ; and that another Memorandum, with enclosures, by that 
gentleman is submitted. Sir Charles Wood is not acquainted with any other available 
authorities, who ran throw further light upon the subject. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 108. 

Memorandum by Major-General Sir William Coghlan, K.C.B ., in Mr. Cooley'$ Paper on the 

means of developing a Traffic with Abyssinia. 

THIS subject is so little understood in England, that my first thought in receiving 
Mr. Cooley’s Paper was how I might best supplement his ol»servatious by re.eience to 

• Query 23rd. f No. 98. 



[73] 
























those of other writers who have either studied Abyssinia or have actually travelled or 
resided in that country. 

My own personal acquaintance with Eastern Africa is limited to the sea-coast. I 
have visited almost every Port from Mnssowah in the Red Sea, down to Zanzibar, 
south of the Equator, including Adulis (the ancient Port of Abyssinia by way of Hallai 
and Tigrtf) but all that I know of the interior was acquired during my long residence 
at Aden, by means of official connexion with the Consuls and Agents, and from personal 
acquaintance with travellers and natives of the country, from whom I necessarily 
learned something of its social, its political, and its commercial condition and capa¬ 
bilities. 

It appears to me, however, tlint in England, or I might say in all Europe, there is 
only one man w ho has a very intimate personal knowledge of Abyssinia. The learned 
Dr.Beke stands quite alone. lie is at once a profound scholar, an enterprising traveller, 
a skilful geographer. His journey to Slum, his long residence in Abyssinia, lus accurate 
map of the country, and his numerous letters on its Commerce anil Polities, all b'stify 
of the ability ami the zeal which he lias, for more than a quarter of a century past, 
applied to questions which have excited only a faint interest in England, and which 
now owe their importance ns much to the accident which lias befallen our Consul as to 
any concern which the authorities and the public here take in the remote region in 
which an accomplished author and traveller has expended so much learning and energy. 

Having Dr. Beke’s works at hand I naturally referred to them, and from them I 
W'lis led to a personal communication with Dr. Bcko himself, the result of which is a 
Memorandum so complete that I cannot reconcile myself to mutilate it by Extracts. 
I therefore give it entire. 

Apart from historical questions, that which most concerns us is, How we can now 
best establish commercial relations with a country which undoubtedly possesses great 
commercial capabilities? It appears to me that this can be brought about only by 
establishing friendly relations with the King Theodorus: by sending an Emlmasy which 
should include the scientific ns well ns the commercial element: or, by a preliminary 
communication of a purely diplomatic character. The position of our Consul, now a 
prisoner at Gondar, presents a difficulty towards the immediate carrying out of either 
of these projiosals, hut it may l>e hoped that Mr. Rassam’s visit may remove it, and 
enable Her Majesty’s Government, w ithout loss of dignity, to open communications and 
confirm n friendslnp which could not fail gradually to foster the traffic so desirable for 
both parties; obviously, however, the result of Mr. Rassnm’s mission must 1 h» known 
be fort' any such steps can l>c ndoptrd. 

Ramsgate, December 17, 1864. (Signed) W. M. COGnLAN. 


Ineloaura 2 in No. IDS. 

Observations by Dr Iieke on Mr. Cooley's Memorandum as to the most secure Passage into 
the Interior of Abyssinia for the purposes of Trade. 

December 10, 1861. 

FROM the great learning and extensive research of the veteran geographer, whoso 
memoir I have had the good fortune to peruse, everything from his pen is deserving of 
attention ; and at the present moment, when the British Government has been brought 
by circumstances into intimate relations with the powerful ruler of the country which 
forms the subject of Mr. Cooley’s paper, the means suggested by him for securing a 
passage into the interior of Abyssinia for the purposes of trade arc more especially 
deserving of consideration. 

In proceeding to discuss the contents of Mr. Cooley’s paper, I would remark in the 
first place—and the remark is not confined to Abyssinia alone—that the commercial 
and, indeed, the general relations of a country w ith foreign parts, materially depend on 
it* geographical situation and on its political condition. 

As regards the former jioint, the physical features of the country being permanent, 
they will necessarily establish certain natural highways, which will be used by the 
natJV<*s in all ages. 

Owing to political circumstances, such as wars, whether foreign or civil, the*© 
natural highways may for a time Ik* closed and others opened. But those circumstances 
being accidental and temporary, though they may Ik* of long duration, on their cessation 
the natural circumstances will*again preponderate, and the old natural add jarmonent 
commercial roods will be re-opened. 

The most important question, therefore, is to ascertain what is the real character 


of the approaches to Abyssinia from without; and in considering the subject with a 
view to its commercial relations with European nations, and especially with Great 
Britain, it is unnecessary to discuss the nature of the eouutries surrounding Abyssinia 
towards the north-west and south, as it is solely on the east side that it is approachable 
by those nations. 
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a mistake to suppose, as Mr. Cooley does, that “ on the east side Abyssinia is separated 
from the shores of the Red Sea by mountains 8,000 feet high, over which the carriage 
of merchandize is troublesome and expensiveand that u w hen those liarriers have 
been passed, the trader lias still to ascend a second and still loftier range of mountains 
before he reaches the heart of the kingdom.” 

This mistake, which is merely a modification of that of the celebrated geographer 
Carl Ritter, who regarded the Abyssinian plateau as consisting of a succession of 
terraces rising one above the other, was pointed out by me as long ago as the year 184(1 
in a paper “ On the Nile and its Tributaries,” printed in the seventivnth volume of the 
Royal Geographical Society’s Journal, at page 77 of w hich I showed that, " so far 
from the high country rising in terraces as it n*cedes from the const, its summit-line is 
towards the coast itself, and that from thence the land falls gradually towards tlio 
interior.” 

This general view of the physical character of the Abyssinian plateau is not the 
conclusion of a of a more speculative geographer, hut is derived from my own personal 
exploration of of the country between about 30° and 43° cast longitude, and 9° and H»° 
north latitude, sections of which extent of eouutry arc given in the fourteenth volume 
of the Geographical Society’s Journal. 

From those sections it will plainly l>o seen that the eastern edge of the Abyssinian 
table-land resembles, in a general wav, the Western Ghauts of the Indian Peninsula, 
and consequently the merchant and traveller, when once they have surmounted the 
steep ascent from the hot and unhealthy lowlands on the sea-coast, find themselves on 
an elevated, temperate, and healthy plateau, which, though in [Mirts containing moun¬ 
tainous districts of greater elevation, has a gradual inclination westward towards the 
valley of the Nile, into which the waters from the extreme eastern edge of the table¬ 
land take their course, in like manner as the head-streams of the Godavory and Kistna 
find their way across the Peninsula of India into the Bay of Bengal. 

These “ Eastern Ghauts ” of Africa have been crossed by me at two points in alKmt 
15° and 9° Stf north latitude, and at the former point the extreme eastern edge is in 
about 39° 3tf, and at the latter in alsmt 40° exist longitude. From this latter point I 
further traced the water parting northwards through nearly a degree of Latitude ; and 
thus from my own personal observation, nnd also from that of Dr. Krapf nnd Lieutenant 
Lefebvre along parts of the intervening space not visited by me, it may lx* positively 
affirmed that, the edge of the table-land, like the Western Ghauts of India,extends in a 
continuous line between the two extremes, that is to say, it runs from north to south on 
a line nearly coincident with the fortieth meridian of east longitude. 

There is, however this marked difference between the two ranges: the western 
coast of India runs in a general direction close and parallel to the Ghauts, whereas the 
east coast of Africa, though close to the edge of tin* table-land towards the north, 
recedes from it as it proceedes southwards, till, in about the tenth parallel of north 
latitude the distance bet ween the two exceeds 200 geographical miles. 

Under powerful rulers nnd in times of peace, the lowlands between the sea-const 
and the edge of the Abyssinian plateau may have once poss<»s*ed a numerous |K>pulation 
addicted to commerce ; but weakened by wars with the people of the upper country, 
aided by the Portuguese in the sixteenth century, and since then subject to the inroads 
of wild and warlike Golla tribes from the south, these regions have become what 
Mr. Cooley describes as a rugged desert, through which a few Europeans, as Harris, 
Rochet, Beke, See., liave travelled from Tajurrah to Slioa. 

It is, therefore, manifest that the chief, if not the only certain, natural, and consc- 


between the two is no more tliar^ fifteen gwigruphical miles, llalni (the Coloe of the 
Ptolemy), the Abyssinian frontier station, on the extreme edge of the plat mu, and at 
an elevation of 8,427 feet above the sea, being only that short distance from the Bay of 
Adulis, the famous emporium and naval port of the once rich and powerful Kingdom of 
the Axumites, the modem Province of Tigrf. 

Since the occnpntion of the porta of the Red Sea by the Turks in about the middlo 
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of the sixteenth century, the Island of Massowah, situate about twenty-five geographical 
miles to the north of Adulis, has assumed the place of the latter as the commercial port 
of Abyssinia, the Ottoman Porte keeping there a small garrison, and exacting Customs 
duties on merchandize passing to and from the high land. 

In consequence, however, of the internal discords which, since the time of the 
traveller Bruco, have prevailed throughout Abyssinia, and which appear only to increase 
in intensity from year to year, this natural road to the coast through the north-east of 
Abyssinia is gradually being abandoned, the native merchants preferring to take the 
longer and more circuitous hut safer route to the sea-coast at Sawakra m about 19 

north latitude. . _ lfll . „, 

In two papers, the one dated November 12th, 18G2, and entitled “ Memorandum 
on the Means of Developing British Commerce within the Red Sea, and of Securing 
the Communication between England and India ;” and the other dated December 22 nd 
of the same year, and entitled “ Reasons for tin- Proposed Establishment of a British 
Consulate at'Sawukin, in the Red Sea,” copies of which two papers arc enclosed. I 
have pointed out the. great importance of Sawakiu in former ages as a commercial port, 
and the likelihood of its resuming its pristine greatness. But as this importance is 
caused mainly by its connection w ith the dominions of the Viceroy of Egypt, the subject 
does not require further notice in the present remarks, of which the special object is the 
communication between the sea-coast and Abyssinia. It is, however, proper to repeat 
here, in order to avoid misunderstanding, that were Abyssinia to liecoine internally 
peaceful and powerful, the trade which is now being deflected from Massowah to 
Saw akin would not long in returning into its natural channel. 

Though it has thus boon shown that Adulis, or its modern degenerate representa¬ 
tive, Massowah, is the only obvious natural and therefore permanent point of com¬ 
munication between the high land of Abvssinia and foreign countries desirous of 
approaching it by sea, it must not be overlooks! that along the seaboard there are 
several other places through which a communication of some sort is held with the 

* nt< These an' Hanflla, in 14° 4O' north latitude; Edit, in 14* north latitude; and 
Raheita, in 12° '10' north latitude ; all within the Ited Sea, in addition to Tajurrah and 
Zeilali, outside the Straits of Babelmandel. lnnlila and Edh may be left out of 
consideration as insignifioont, and as apparently never having been of any great 

imixirtancc. lf , . , .. 

Raheita, Tajurrah, aud Zeilali require to lie more particularly noticed, as being 
the lHirts through which a communication, more or loss intimate and extensive, with 
the central and southern provinces of Abyssinia, has always boon maintained. 

Mr. Coolcv has briefly alluded to the road between Tajurrah and Shoa. He might 
have added that this road is not a natural and consequently permanent commercial 
route, hut rather one which the force of circumstances caust'd to lx* adopted, and 
which, so long as the rulers of Shoa maintained their independence, was kept open, 
though not so much by their physical as by tin ir moral power, aud their prudent 
management of the wild Dankali or Adal tribes occupying the low country intervening 
between Shoa and the coast. But even in the time of myself (1840) and Major Harris 
(1841) this road was |x*rilous, ns was proved by the assassination of three of his party 
on their way to Ankober; and now that Shoa, with its tributary provinces, has again 
become merged in the Abyssinian empire under Theodorus, it may lie reasonably con¬ 
cluded that the commercial value of the road in question is restricted to the transport 
of salt from Hake Assal into the interior, and to the bringing of slaves down to the 
insist in payment for the salt, and that for Europeans it lias become absolutely im- 

practi^ble.^ ^ my arr i va l i n Abyssinia in 1840 I was not aware of the real 
character of tliis coal to Shoa, my impression having been, as stated in a “ Memoir on 
the Commerce of Abyssinia/* addressed, on December 9th, 1813, to the Earl of 
Aberdeen, then Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that “the trade might lie 
diverted from the road by Massowah and Gondar into that by Tajurrah and Shoa, by 
which means the advantages of it would be throwm into British hands exclusively. 
But, as I proceeded to state, “a residence of nearly three years in that country, though 
it not make me abandon the idea that the trade of Tajurrah might eventually be 
increased largely at the expense of Massowah, had shown me that this would not be by 
by making Shoa the rood through which it should be carried, but rather tl e country of 
the Wollo and Ye^ju (Edgio) Gallas, lying to the north of that kingdom.” And I 
explained, that “ the reason w hy Shoa is not suited to become the highroad between the 
coast and the interior, is that tliat country is for the most part within the basin of the 
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river Djamma, being intersected by numerous branches of that river, which branches 
from the peculiar character of all Abyssinian streams (being violent torrents running 
in deep fissures in the high table land), present physical obstructions w hich are almost 
insurmountable in the way of this being ever made a grand commercial road. On the 
other hand, the route through the country of the Wollo and Yedju Gallas is along the 
high table land itself, forming the water-parting between the liasin of the Djamma to 
the south, and that of the Bashilo to the north. And that this is and always was the 
natural road from the interior to the coast near the Straits of Bab-el-Mnndel* is evident 
from the fact that, notwithstanding the great political changes which have taken plain' 
all over Abyssinia within the last three centuries,—changes which have gone far to 
annihilate Christianity, commerce, and every other species of culture among the in¬ 
habitants—this road, which I regard as having lieon in ancient times the main one 
communicating with Arab (Saba r) just within the Straits of Bab-cl-Mandel and thence 
with Mokha, almost directly opposite, is still kept open, considerable portions of the 
coffee at Baso being purchased for the consumption of the Mohammedans inhabiting 
the countries along this road as far as the coast, and a large share of the rock-salt from 
the salt plains of Tigr£ coming by the same way, whilst the slave merchants of Tajurrah 
and Raheita are in direct communication with Baso by means of the markets of Anch&ro 
and Dowe, situate at the edge of the Abyssinian table-land to the east. And I added that, 
“ as to this latter feet, I could sjieak positively from having at Baso met with people of 
Dowe w ho were purchasing slaves for mcreliants of Tajurrah, in whose company l bail 
travelled from that place to Shoa, and who (as I was told) were awaiting at Dowe the 
arrival of the slaves so purchased, in order to take them down to Tajurrah.” 

I concluded therefore that “ when the politcal condition of Abyssinia shall become 
more settled, wluch it may reasonably lie expected to become, swung that the savage 
Gallas, whose inroads caused the devastation of the country, are every generation 
becoming more civilized, those who have not amalgamated with the Christian 
Abyssinians having adopted the Mohammedan religion and formed several independent 
states in the very heart of the country, namely, that portion of it through which the 
road in question leads, we shall doubtless see this road resume its pristine importance, 
and the commerce from the coast to the interior in great part pass by this 
channel.” 

Accompanying the Memoir from which the foregoing extracts have been made 
was a map of the caravan roads from the coast to the interior, on which map was 
marked the road in question, and a copy of that map is contained in the pamphlet 
entitled “ letters on the Commerce and Polities of Abyssinia, addressed to the Foreign 
Office and the Board of Trade,” which accompanies tfie present observations, and in 
which my Memoir of December 9th, 1843, is printed in ex ten so. 

By comparing the map which accompanit* Mr. Cooley’s Memorandum with mine 
of 1843, it will be seen that tin* route recommended by him is precisely that which was 
thus ixrinted out and laid down by me one and twenty ymrs ago. 

But though Mr. Cooley lias correctly delineated this important commercial road, 
he has fallen into material error with respect to various circumstance's connected 
with it. 

In the first place, when commenting on the great prosperity and commercial 
wealth attributed by Arabian writers of an early age to that part of Abyssinia which 
faces the Gulf of Aden, he says tliat “in the country of Jabart or Galwrt, they say, 
were ’ninety-nine (that is to say a great multitude of) kings, with large towns, all 
enriched by commerce;” adding that “ from the name Giiliart is derived the denomi- 
tion of Gabarty or Gibberty, now given in Abyssinia to mcreliants in general.” 

Now, without questioning the statements of the Arabian writers alluded to, it 
may be doubted whether Mr. Cooley has rightly interpreted those statements. On the 
authority of Abulfeda aud Makrisi, as cited by the Rev. G. C. Renouard, formerly 
Foreign Secretary of the Royal Geographical Society, in a note in page 00 of my paper, 
in the 17th volume of the Society's journal already referred to, Jiberah is nothing 
more than another name of the well-known province of Efot, or Ifot, of which our late 
aUy, Snhela 8classie, was king, his official title having been “ King of Shoa, Efat, and 
the Gallas,” and he himself having been lx*tter known to the Danakil and Arabs of the 
coast as Sultan of Efet than as King of Shoa. 

In Bruce’s time, the Jiteratis, or natives of Jiberah—contracted to Jiterti by the 
modern Egyptians—appear to have teen the principal traders of Abyssinia;* and*thus 
in a certain sense Mr. Cooley is right in saying that (Gibberty) means (or used to 
mean) a merchant, but only in the same sense tliat in India a Parsee, an Armenian, or 
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a Jew might be understood to signify a merchant, a trader; and neither m Jiberah— 
that is to Hay, Efat—itself, nor in any other part of Abyssinia, did I meet with the 
name of Jiberti in that sense, or indeed in any other, it haring apparently become 
obsolete. It is not found in the dictionaries or other books of reference. 

The conclusion which Mr. Cooley draws from this view of the case is, “that the 
country of Gahort facing the Gulf of Aden ow«*l its former commercial eminence to 
its accessibility, with no great mountains nor extensive deserts intervening between it 
and the sea. The river Hawash (lie adds), descending from 8 hoa till lost in the sands 
at a distance of forty or fifty miles from the coast, separates it on the east and south 
from the utterly inhl*mtable maritime tract. The river Anazo, on the north, flowing 
Angote, and absorbect in like manner before it reaches the sea, divides it from the 
mountains of Tigrf.” Mr. Cooley admits tliat “respecting the course of the latter 
river there is little known," but he nevertheless says that “ it seems likely tliat along 
the common watershed of these rivers may lie found a gradual ascent to Efat and 
Yejow, and thence a comparatively direct and easy road to Amhara." 

When, however, the facts are considered that the country of Jiberah—Mr. Cooley's 
Gabart—is in truth Efat, the road to which country is so well-known; and tliat the 
entire; intervening regions between the Red Sea and the edge of the table-land in aliout 
4«0 o cast longitude, jk>hh«*kh the same physical cliaraeter generally as those through 
which the rood to Efat passes ; it will be manifest tliat Mr. Cooley has formed but an 
imperfect idea of the nature of tliat country as a means of approach to the highlands. 

As to the river Anazo, to which flint gentlemen alludes as a separate river, distinct 
from the Ilawash, its supposed existence lias arisen from the position erroneonsly 
attributed to the town of A 119 a or Anca Gurele, in all maps previously to the year 1848. 
When the true position of Aussa was absolutely determined by myself and others, 
together with that of the river ilawash on which it is situate, it was found tliat this 
river coincided with the Anazo of the maps, and it became apparent that the latter name 
was simply a misspelling of the Portuguese Auaxo (Ilawash), which by some means or 
other had got marked in its true position, though regarded as a different river. 

Still, notwithstanding these objections to the various ehorographical details of 
Mr. Cooley's paper, there can lie no doubt of the road to which he has directed atten¬ 
tion. Indeed, it appears to me* ‘that there an* more important and pressing reasons than 
those adduced bv tliat gentleman why this road by Tajurrah and Aussa should receive 
the serious consideration of Her Majesty's Government. 

The Kingdom of Abyssinia is at the present moment in the hands of a Sovereign, 
who, whatever may Ik; his faults, and however uncertain the duration of his despotic 
sway, may nevertheless have it in his power to maintain his supremacy tliroughout the 
various provinces of tliat extensive and once most powerful State. 

Owing to circumstances which need not lie more particularly alluded to, Her 
Britannic Majesty has been brought into immediate communication with King Theodore, 
and the result may possibly lie the establishment of friendly and intimate relations 
between the two Governments; in which case then* can lie no doubt an opening would 
present itself for a vast extension of the commercial intercourse between England and 
Abyssinia. 

On reference to the map it will Ik* seen that the entire low country, stretching 
between the edge of the Abyssinian table-land and the sea, is nowhere traversed by any 
river with the single exception of the Ilawash; which river, liaving its rise at some 
distance in the interior regions to the south of Shoe, falls from the table-land in aliout 
9 ° north latitude, and thence pursues its course northwards along the foot of the 
Ghauts as far as aliout 11° north latitude, where it is deflected eastward towards 
the Indean Ocean; and in times More those great volcanic convulsions, which fonned 
the Gubbat-el-Khamb at the head of the Bay of Tajurrah and tin* Salt Lake Assal, 
between Guhbat-ei-Kharab and Aussa, the river may perhaps have discharged its waters 
through that Bay into the Indian Ocean. 

At the present day the Ilaw ash forms an inland lake loiowm as Lake Abhebbad, just 
below Aussa, and in stating this I may lie permitted to mention that the knowledge of 
the existence of this lake, as well as of the remarkable fact tliat Lake Assal, like the 
Dead Sea, lies at a considerable depression below the Ocean, was first made public by 
me in the Journal of the Royal Geographical Society. 

On its northern or left liank the Hawash receives several streams, of which the 
principal one is the “ Milli; " of tbs existence of which river, and of its junction with 
the Hawash, I obtained very specific information when in Abyssinia. The “ Milli" 
appears to run from north to south along the foot of the Ghauts, much in the same way 
tliat the upper Hawash skirts them from south to north. 




Had the Hawash continued its course into the Bay of Tajurrah, the existence of a 
high road np its valley into the heart of Abyssinia would have been patent to the 
world. As it is, the brief interval of desert and barren country be tw ee n the river and 
the ocean, lias been sufficient to keep the existence of this road hidden, except from 
those few persons whose research lias led them to the study of the works of ancient 
writers presenting little interest to the world at large, or who, without possessing so 
thorough an acquaintance w ith those writings, liave rendered the knowledge so acquired 
more accurate by personal investigations on this spot. 

At the point where I crossed the Hawash, in about 9° 40' north latitude, on my 
wav to Shoa, I found the lied of the river to be 2,200 feet above the sea-level at Tajurrah. 
At an earlier part of my journey, without absolutely approaching the river, but at a 
distance probably of not more than thirty mile's from Lake Abhebbar, I crossed the 
valley-plain of Goliad, the rain waters from which find their way into that lake; and 
the elevation of which plain I made to he 970 feet. This would give 900 feet as aliout; 
the maximum elevation of the lake itself; and I should conclude it to be considerably 
lees, as the general fall of the land is in that direction. 

It is clear, then, that so far from there being on this road a gradual ascent from 
the sea-coast to the interior, then* is at once an abrupt leap of 5,000 or 0,000 feet from 
the valley of the Hawash to the edge of the table-land of Amhara, similar to that which 
is met with after crossing that river on the way to Shoa. And this was, in fact, the 
mult of my direct inquiries when in the country ; as appears from the following state¬ 
ment in the 14th volume of the “ Journal of the Royal Geographical Society," jiage 71: 
“ Do we lies eastward of Ain Amlm (the capital of the Galla State of Worranallu), being 
below it on the edge of the high land, which then* falls rapidly towards the country of 
the Adal or Danakil, in the same way as it does from I fat. 

Important as this entrance into Abyssinia is as a commercial road, it is not the 
less so as the mcaiiN of access to a portion of the low country; which, from its nnturally 
fertile character, might easily lie made most productive, and which likewise possesses 
mineral treasures of inmlculable value. 

Within the valleys of the Ilawash and the rivers joining it from the north, and in 
a region watered by the tropical rains, there cannot but lie extensive tracts of land 
quite as well suited to the growth of cotton as those of Taka and Northern Abyssinia, 
to which I directed attention in my letter of March 81st, 1852, to Lord Colchester, 
then Vice-President of the Board or Trade, being the last of my printed “ Letters on 
the Commerce and Politics of Abyssinia; ” and the remarks made on that occasion arc 
oonseqnently entirely applicable to the districts now under consideration. 

Of the mineral productions of the regions lying to the north of the Hawash, 
between the Abyssinian highland and the Red Sea, the first is fossil salt, of which 
article extensive deposits are found at no great distance from the coast, in about 
13° north latitude. This article, cut into small blocks, in shape much resembling a 
mower’s whetstone, and weighing aliout l|lb. avoirdupois each, serves as the principal 
circulating medium throughout central and southern Abyssinia, and it also finds its 
way far into the interior of Africa, where it increases in value the further it goes, till 
at length it is said to lie exchanged against gold, weight tor weight. It has often been 
suggested tliat this salt plain near the coast should bo seized by the Egyptians or Turks 
as a means of bringing Abyssinia into subjection. 

Sulphur is an article of frequent occurrence in the mountains of igneous origin, 
extending along the whole eastern flank of Abyssinia. It occurs in a pure Ntate, and 
is used by the native's generally in the manufacture of gunpowder. There are no 
regular works, the quantity to lie picked upon the surface being more than sufficient 
for the actual demand. It cannot he doubted that, under a powerful Government, this 
sulphur might be made an important article of export. 

Large deposits of pyrites are known to exist along various parts of t he coast, coming 
down in fact to the very sea-shore. 

Iron of the finest quality, and so pure as to require little more than rolling out, 
abounds throughout Abyssinia ; it being used by the native smiths in the manufacture 
of weapons and of agricultural and domestic implements. Since King Theodora has 
had a numlier of European workmen in his employ, and coal has also been discovered 
within his dominions, he lias established iron foundries on a large scale. 

An article of still greater importance as reganls the material development and 
prosperity of Abyssinia is coal, which is now known to exist plentifully in various 
parts of the country, and especially in the low districts between the coast of the Red 
Sea and the e«lge of the table-land. 


A quarter of a century lias now elapsed since the Rev. Messrs. Isenberg and 













Krapf, on their way from Tajurrah to Ankober, heard of the existence of coal at a 
short distance in the interior, to the noitn-west of the for nor place. In the month of 
November 1840, when I was at Tajurrah, I received similar information, and made 
special Inquiries on the subject. My desire to obtain samples bad however the only 
result of causing some pieces of the fwsaltic rocks of the neighbourhood to be brought 
to me as coal, which I transmitted to Captain Haines, of the Indian navy, then Political 
Agent at Aden, with a Report. 

About ten or twelve years later, Dr. Krapf heard likewise of the existence of coal 
in the interior of the country, near Gondar. 

Notliing positive appears however to have been known respecting the Abyssinian 
coal till within the last, few years, when the coal-field in the interior near Gondar lias 
been visited by several Europeans. It has been briefly described by the Rev. J. H. 
Stern, in his published work “ Wanderings among the Falashas,” and also by M. Lejean, 
Consul of Kroner at Massowah, w ho describes the coal as being of good quality and 
existing in large* quantities, and who lias made a detailed report to the French Govern¬ 
ment, which has not yet l>oen made public. For the last year or more King Theodore 
has employed 150 or 200 men in digging this coal for the use of his European smiths 
and armourers. 

On the other hand, the coal which Messrs. Isenberg and Krapf, and afterwards 
myself heard of at Tajurrah in 1830 and 1840, has recently been ascertained positively 
to exist, and (ns would seem) in immense quantities along the whole western or 
Abyssinian shores of the Red Sea, and at no great distance from the coast, between 12° 
and 15° of north latitude; its northern extremity being at a distance of three or four 
days* journey in a south-easterly direction from Massowah, and its southern extremity 
(assuming it to be continuous) lying to the westward or south-westward of Rahcita, near 
the entrance of the Red Sea, whilst its distance from the seq-coast is (in parts at least) 
not more than three or four hours. 

The discovery of the northern portion of this second coal-field near the coast is 
attributed to Dr. Schdnfcld, a German naturalist, who is said to have reported on the 
subject to Captain Cameron, Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah; but owing to the 
long absence of that officer from hin post and the unfortunate position in w hich he is 
placed, there is reason to believe that he has not communicated this important informa¬ 
tion to Her Majesty's Government; if indeed the rejiort in question lias ever reached 
his hands. 

Respecting the southern portion of this coast coal-field, information was (if I am 
not mistaken) communicated about two years ago to the Political Resident at Aden by 
Padre Guiseppe Sapeto, a Roman Catholic missionary, who went out to Northern 
Abyssinia in 1837, and remained then' several years. As far as I am aware, Padre 
Guiseppe was never in Southern Abyssinia, so that liis knowledge of the coal there 
would appear to have licen derived from other travellers, whom it is not in my power 
to Bay. 1 have seen a sample of this coal, which is of good quality and fit for the use 
of steamers. 

Then' is vet one other article that requires to be mentioned as forming a portion 
of the mineral wealth of Abyssinia. This is gold. Mr. Cooley has directed attention to 
the account given by Cosmas Indicoplcustes of the trade in gold-dust lietw ecu the country 
of the Agaus, near the source of the Nile, and Adulis; but in doing so he lias repeated 
his well-know n error of supposing the Nile of Cosmas to lie the Blue River, the Nile 
of Rmcc; whereas from the Adulitic inscription and other authorities it is evident, 
that the river intended by Cosmas is the Takhazic, which really has its origin in the 
country of the Agaus, the primitive inhabitants of Abyssinia, who still inliabit the 
mouutainous country of Lusta, in w hick that river rises. 

The subject of the trade in gold, as brought from the interior, is treated of in my 
“ Memoir on the Commerce of Abyssinia.” My object in adverting to it here*, is to 
repeat the opinion expressed by me nearly thirteen years ago, tliat the entire eastern 
side of the basin of the Nile from Berenice Pauckrysos (the all-golden Berenice) in the 
north, to Sofalat-edh-Dhalmh (the Gold Coast) in the south, is auriferous; the gold 
discovcivd in various portions of it since the earliest ages, being brought down bv the 
tributaries of tliat river from the great mountain range of Eastern Africa, of whicL the 
high table-land of Abyssinia forms a part, and which there is regard as a meridional 
metalliferous cordillera, similar in its general characters to the Ural Mountains and 
those of America and Australia. 

When I was in Slioa in 1841, I heard of gold having been found there, but as this 
was long before the discoveries of the precious metal in California and Australia, I was 
incredulous on the subject. I am now firmly persuaded that gojd will ere long be 
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discovered In these eastern ghauts of Africa, like as within the last few days news has 
arrived of its presence in the Andes of South America. Should this discovery take 
place anywhere between the sources of the Takbaric (Nile), where Cosmas Indico- 
pleustes records its existence twelve centuries ago, and those of the Djamma, where I 
neard of it in 1841, it would in its immediate effects doubtless exercise a more powerful 
influence over the destinies of Abyssinia than any other event that could jxxwibly 
occur. 

On a review then of all the circumstances connected with the road of Central 


Abyssinia by the way of Tajurrah and Aussa, and the regions through which that road 
passes, and with which it communicates, there can be no question as to its very great 
importance. 

Unfortunately the social and political condition of the iuliahitants of those regions 
is such, that until a radical change for the better takes place amongst them, then* can 
be little hope of this road being rendered available to British enterprise and commerce. 

For, notwithstanding tliat the physical character of the way to Amlinra along the 
northern bank of the llawash may be superior to that of the way to Slioa on the other 
side of the river, it is much to lx* questioned whether the Dankafi and other tribes who 
occupy or infest, it, are at all preferable to those on the latter road. 

Mr. Oxdey, after remarking that “ on the coast where the propped route starts, 
the English now exercise considerable influence,” adds that “ tlu* ruler of Auea Gurelo 
(Aussa) is uot so far inland as to think of defying the masters of the sea, and indeed it 
is not likely that he would reject advances obviously mode with a view to trade.” 

From this remark it is manifest that tliat writer's Auea is not the Aussa of the 

f iresent clay, for wliatever may have been the importance of the rulers of that place in 
ormer times, their power has long since been annihilated; and Aussa itself, which was 
formerly an important towm, and less than a century ago, the principal seat of the 
united tribes of the Mudaito Danakil, Is now only “ an extensive encampment, at w hich 
is held a perpetual lair, frequented l>y all the tribes of Danakil, Eesab, Somanli, and 
Mudaito.”* 


But the difficulties of this road into the heart of Abyssinia are far from being 
restricted to the passage through the tribes occupying the lowlands; and it may lx* 
questioned whether the obstacles in the way of an advance on the capital would not lx* 
even greater alter the high table-land should have Ixvn reached. 

During the last three centuries the central portion of the ancient Empire of Ethiopia, 
the Kingdom of Amlinra, which gave its national language and customs to the other 
provinces of Abyssinia, has been in the possession of numerous and powerful Galla 
tribes of the two great families of Wollo and Ye<yu (Ediow), who have divided it into 
several independent states, and who are almost exclusively bigoted Mahometans. 
Until the rise of the present usurper of the Throne, the actual sovereignty of Abyssinia 
had for nearly a century been hereditary in the family of Ras Guksa, of Galla extrac¬ 
tion, whose lineal descendant, Has Ali, acting in the name of the titular Emperor, 
entered into a Treaty of friendship and commerce with Her Britannic Majesty on 
November 2, 1849; and the muse of Rus Guksa’s family is (not unnaturally) warmly 
espoused by the whole of these Mahometan Galla tribes. 

On the other hand, King Theodore lias vowed to extirpate Mahometanism from 
Ethiopia, and index'd, from the face of the earth ; so that, both on religious as well as 
on political grounds, these Gnllas of Amliara are the inveterate enemies of that Monarch, 
who about three years ago invaded their country at the head of a large army, and is 
said to have slaughtered 100,000 p*reons of lx>th sexes and of all ages. 

Seeing the distracted state of the entire* empire, it is not to lx? imagined tliat the 
subjection of these Mahometan Gallas Is anything but nominal and temporary; and 
it may consequently be expected that they will avail themselves of every and any 
opportunity to throw off liis yoke, just as the other provinces have done and continue 
doing ; Tigr6, according to the latest intelligence, having again raised the standard of 
rebellion under Deresu Gobazye; tliat is to say, Deresu, the son of Gobazye, and as 
Godjam did last year under Tzadala Gwalu-Tzadala, the son of De^jutch Gwalu. 

Easy then as it might lx* for a military force hostile to King Theodore to pass 
through Amhara unmolested, or, perha|W, even assisted by the inhabitants, it is very 
doubtful whether any Europeans wishing to proceed to that Monarch’s capital for the 
purposes of trade or w ith other friendly intentions, would lx* allowed to do so, even though 
furnished with a safe-conduct from him. At all events their passage with immunity 
would prolwibly depend far more on their own physical means of enforcing it, than on 
any support that could be afforded them by King Theodore. 
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In the present state of affairs it is consequently hopeless to look for any material 
benefit to be derived from this road from Tajurrah, through Aosta to Central Abyssinia. 
But whenever the political condition of that country shall have become more settled, 
we shall (as I have already expressed the opinion in my Memoir of 1843) “ doubtless 
see this road resume its pristine importance, and the commerce from the coast to the 
interior in great part pass by this channel." 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 

Bekesbourne , December 16. 1864. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 108. 

Memorandum on the Means of Developing British Commerce within the Red Sea, and of 
Securing the Communication between England and India. 

[See Part I, Inclosure 1 in No. 779.] 

Inclosure 4 in No. 108. 

Reasons for the Proposed Establishment of a British Consulate at Sawakin, in the Red Sea' 

[See Part I, Inclosure 2 in No. 779.] 



No. 109. 

Mr. Rassam to Mr. Layard.—(Received January 1865.) 

(Private.) 

(Extract.) Massowah, December 28, 1864. 

DOUBTLESS you will lx* surprised to learn that up to this time 1 have received 
no answer from the King of Abyssinia, though he lias been in receipt of my two 
communications for some time past. My despatches to the Resident at Aden, 
which I fancy have been sent on to the Foreign Office, would have informed you 
of what I think is the cause of the delay of the King’s reply. Indeed, the despot 
is so queer in all his dealings that it is quite iinjxissible to arrive at the truth of his 
real design in not answering me. Whatever causes different jx*oplo may attribute 
to his extraordinary lx'haviour must Im» taken only as mere sunrises; for I am told 
by persons who know him well, that he has very much elumgixl within the last two 
years, and he is now not in the same humour two hours running. Perhaps he wants to 
pay us off* for the delay of the Queen's reply by keeping me waiting here for an indefinite 
time. 

A rumour had been going nlxmt (which was, I suppose, fabricated by those who 
are anxious to see the King of Abyssinia humbled by force of anus) that the messengers 
I had sent up to IIis Majesty with my first letter had been imprisoned for having 
broken Ills orders in conveying my letters. This report was confirmed by a private 
messenger whom 1 had sent up to the capital of Abyssinia for intelligence, hut his 
information was from hearsay, as lie could not manage to see the messengers. This 
report has now been totally contradicted by a second messenger I Imd sent up, who said 
not only that the alleged imprisonment of the messengers was false, hut that they 
art* treated very well by the King. Thinking that the intelligence that this last 
messenger brought down may interest you, and prove of some use to you, I will send 
you a copy of it in this letter, as the original may not reach the Foreign Office for some 
time on account of the uncertainty of communication between this and Aden. 

Colonel Merewether, the Aden Resident, wrote me officially a few days ago, and 
said that if I did not receive an answer to my second letter, which I sent to King 
Theodore through the Naib of Arkeeko, 1 should address him onee more, and inform 
him that I could no longer consent to remain at Massowah, and that if some communi¬ 
cation ami explanations are not reoeived from him by a certain time, I should be 
compelled to withdraw the Mission, and return to Aden. 

If it is left to me I would write a third letter to the King, alter I wait here two or 
throe mouths longer, and inform him that I have a great deal to do at Aden, and as I had 
waited hen* for so long without receiving any reply to my different communications to him, 
I was compelled to return to my duties at Aden, and that I luul left a certain person at 


99 


Massowah (naming some respectable native) to receive any letter which he might send, 
and as soon as I should be informed of his willingness to receive me, I would return 
hither, and go up to him with our Queen's letter. This kind of a letter I might manage 
to get some one to carry to the King with safety ; but I am almost certain that not 
only I shall he unable to induce any messenger to convey the ultimatum dictated by 
Colonel Merewether, hut it will likely prove of a great danger to the l>earer. 

I know not whether the officials I have written to Colonel Merewether, for the 
information of Her Majesty’s Government, have been forwarded on to the Foreign Office 
or not. Although I am stmt on this mission by the Foreign Office, through the 
Resident at Aden, nevertheless I think I am entitled to have my letters forwarded for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs the same as, if 1 had boon 
sent by the Bombay Government, my reports would be sent on for the information of 
the Governor in Council. The reason why I am anxious to know whether these* letters 
were sent to you or kept at Aden, is because in one ot two of them I had to briug to 
the notice of Government the friendly assistance and civility which were rendered to 
me by the Massowah authorities, especially I'urtoo Effcndi, the Kaimakani (Vice- 
Governor), w ho was obliged to leave the place on account of ill health. Because the 
the Turkish authorities are always complained against hv European officials when the 
former misbehave themselves, I think it but right that we should also bring them to the 
notice of our and their Governments when they do any tiling deserving of praise. 

I am now going to mention to you something w hich I never hinted to any one, nor 
do I intend to breathe it to any other soul but you, liecuuse you an* the only person 
who is entitled to know my thoughts upon this subject, from your official position and the 
sincere friendship you have always showm me. 1 do not like the Royal letter addressed 
to tin* King of Abyssinia, especially that part w here an excuse is made for not accepting 
the offer of the King for sendiug an Emlxissy to England; and in the face of that I am 
instructed to say to the King myself that Her Majesty would 1 m* happy to receive any 
Envoy which he might wish to send. When I go up to the King of course I shall do 
ray utmost to gain the release of the prisoners, but II is Majesty may take it into his head 
to treat me w ith contempt, as he will find that I am not mentioned in the Queen's letter 
as the person intrusted w ith this mission to him, unless, indeed, ho takes tin* copy of 
Earl Russell's instructions as a voucher. I wish, indeed, that the letter could lx* 
changed, and the passage alwmt the Embassy altered to the ft&tiure. resolution of 
Her Majesty’s Government which was sent to me by telegram through Egypt. 


No. 110. 

Mr. Rassam to Mr. Layard. 

(Extract.) Massowah, January 20, 1865 

A NUMBER of respectable men here who know the |x*culinr whims of the King, 
assure me that the delay of His Majesty's answer to my letters is not intentional, ami 
I must not consider his behaviour as insulting:—that tin* very fact that my messengers 
an* well treated shows that the King’s intention is favourable. I have now two private 
messengers up at Gondar, one of whom I exjiect liaek here daily. I have great hopes 
that one of them will bring me some important intelligence, as 1 have sent them w ith 
letters to two Europeans who are at large, and working for the King at Dubarlalxxit. 
One of these Europeans might have the courage to go to the King, and find out his 
real intention about my mission, and the release of the prisoners. Unfortunately, 
being so far away, it makes me afraid to take certain measures for attaining the object 
of our desire, which I could undertake easily, were I up with the King. Some people 
think that I am fortunate that 1 am not stmt for, as I might have lx*eii treated like the 
Egyptian Commissioner who was sent the year lx*fore last by the Viceroy with most 
valuable presents for the King of Abyssinia. The Viceroy was anxious to cultivate His 
Majesty's friendship, as he thought by their lxing on good terms their subjects would 
prosper. The King received the Commissioner very well, and accepted Said PaHha’s 
presents. Abdar-Rchmon Bey, the Commissioner, waited ten months for an answer tr 
the Viceroy’s letter, and when he had lost all patience in waiting so long, lie told tb? 
King that he could not wait any longer as he was a servant of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, and must return to liis work, llis Majesty then told him that if he did not 
choose to wait for the answer, he might go without one. So the Commissioner left; 
hut he luul not gone on his way fifty miles before the King sent and hail him plundered, 
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and the poor man died soon afterwards broken-hearted. The Egyptian Government 
was greatly annoyed at this breach of good faith, and I believe they apprised the 
British and French Representatives of the misbehaviour of King Theodore. You may 
depend upon it, when I go up I shall be extremely cautious, and will do nothing to 
endanger my safety, or place Her Majesty’s Government in any embarrassment I 
think when the truth will bo known we shall find that the Consuls have brought on, or 
were the cause of, them* misfortunes. 

Sir William Coghl&n and Mr. Badger have written to ask me for my opinion as to 
the advisability of grading a regular mission to Abyssinia from England. I think a 
mission headed by the former would do a great deal of good towards the civilization of 
Abyssinia, and for establishing a lasting friendship between Her Majesty’s Government 
and the Rulers of Abyssinia, but this must not lx? thought of until the King releases 
Cameron and the other European prisoners, and we see in what spirit he receives and 
answers the Queen's letter. If a mission is sent out now it will lower us in the estima¬ 
tion of the Abyssinian*, and the King will not only look on it with suspicion, but I am 
almost certain lie will not allow it to proceed up ; and if it goes up without his per¬ 
mission, the Commissioner and his suite will not be jiermitted to proceed out of Adowa 
one mile, either southward or northward, but will be kept as prisoners there until the 
King’s pleasure will be known. A Greek Priest passed through this about two 
months ago, with a letter from tin* Patriarch of his Church in Syria to King Theodore, 
wherein his charitable assistance was renuested to aid in supporting the Greek beggars 
of Syria. He was advised not to go up, but would not listeu ; on bis arrival at Adowa, 
the Capital of Tigre, he was stopp'd further progress, and was told to remain as 
prisoner in his house until the Governor-General should write to the King and acquaint 
him of his mission. 1 do not agree with Mr. Badger as to his thinking that King 
Theodore sent soil's, “ to discover something of the dignity of the Agenev sent to com¬ 
municate with him .” I do not believe it would have made any difference if Karl 
Russell himself had come in my place, lie also considers that if the mission starts 
from Adnlis instead of Massowah, the King would appreciate it better. Now, the fact 
is, the King does no more cart' about what jwirt of the globe the mission starts from, 
then he would if it went in a balloou, provided he is w illing to receive it. lie con¬ 
siders the former port his own law ful possession as much as Massowah, and (in his own 
wav of thinking) the Turks nre only allowed to occupy them on sufferance. Certainly, 
l should never dream of starting from Adulis, as I should find it most inconvenient. 
I should not be able to obtain the necessary assistance there, as there an* very few 
people in the place; and those* are so ignorant that they would prove more of obstruc¬ 
tion t han assistance. 

The Turkish Authorities and the Native Chiefs have always lx*en very civil and 
kind to me, and have treated me with honour and consideration, as much as the 
highest officinl could expect from them. 


No. 111. 

Mr. Rassam to the Rev. P. Radger. 

(Extract .1 Massoirah, January 20, 1865. 

THE messenger whom I had sent to Adowah for intelligence on the fith instant 
has returned, lie says that the relwdlion in Abyssinia is on the increase, and it is 
anticipated that the King will not be able to quell it. His Majesty had met with 
greater opposition than lie expected. Memelick, the grandson of Sahilao Salas*'*., the 
late and last King of Slam, and heir presumptive to the throne of that kingdom, had 
fled from the King’s earn]*, and had called the people of Shoa to arms; that he had 
entered into defensive ami offensive alliance with the people called “Wulloo” (the 
most powerful and warlike part of the Galla tribe); that the King had imprisoned hits 
own son Mashecsha in chains, lx*cmise he took it for granted he had a hand in the 
flight of Memelick. The King’s suspicion was founded on the absurd supposition that 
because these two Princes were always on most affectionate terms, that his son was 
.privy to the decampment of the grandson of the King of Shoa; that the King had sent 
both his son and the Aboona (Metropolitan of Abyssinia) to Magdala, fettered, to join 
the other prisoners. 

A derisive bottle was expected to take place between the King and the Shoa and 
Galla troops. It is thought that if the King gets defeated he w ill not be able to return 
to his capital, as the Ainhara people are disgusted with his Goverimeht, and would 
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certainly join their neighbours, the Tigr^ites and others, to keep him out of those 
districts. It appears his only hope will lx? to get into Magdala (his stronghold), where 
he would end his days with his remaining adherents as fugitives. If his troops would 
desert him—which would inevitably be the case if he is licked by the reliels—even 
Magdala, it is premised, would dray him admittance; and indeed it is already whispered 
that the guard there had conspired with the State prisoners in their charge not to 
acknowledge the King’s authority any longer. 

I cannot yet make out whether the Kurop'an prisoners nre with the King or at 
Magdala. If they are in the latter place, and the report of the revolt which I liavo 
heard will turn out to he true, I shall have no difficulty in communicating w ith them. 
I liavo now two messengers at Gondar, and I have sent another private messenger to 
Adowa to bring me the latest intelligence; he promised to return in twelve days, and 
1 hope that by that rime I shall lx* able to send you some important news. The 
“ Victoria " is obliged to go to Aden for provisions, as she lias not been able to obtain 
any for her crew either from the shore or the “ Pantaloon.” As she will not lie more 
than ten or twelve days away, I am going in her to Aden, as I want to sp'ak to 
Colonel Merewother about some matters. T have asked Captain Purvis, the Commander 
of the “ Pantaloon,” to remain at Massowah until the return of the “ Victoria,” which 
he has consented to do. 

January 29.—Reached Aden yesterday morning, and we return to Massowah as 
soon as the Bombay mail from England arrives here, which is oxp<*oted to he in about 
the 2nd proximo. Colonel Merewother has sliowisl me a long article written by you 
alxmt Abyssinian affairs ; it is an admirable one, and 1 am vexed that you did not send 
me a copy of the jmper in which it is inserted. The Fondheos have plundeml a large 
kafila of coffee that was coming into Aden, and killed a great num1x>r of poor travellers. 
Colonel Merewether has stopped the Fondhoc’s stip'nd in consequence, and has deter¬ 
mined not to have any intercourse with him unless tin* whole plundered property is 
restored, which, I fear, will never take place. I am sorry that these complications have 
taken place, as I fear that we shall have no end of trouble. The Fondhee can always 
give us no end of trouble, and we have no power to bring him to his senses. 

January 31.—The French steamer from Mauritius is in, and ns the postal autho¬ 
rities intend to send a mail by her, I must close this despatch by her. Farew ell. 


No. 112. 

Captain Desborough to Earl Russell.—(Received February 6 .) 

My Lord, Reading , Februaty 2, 1865. 

I IK) myself the honour of inclosing for your information the copy of a letter that 
I have ventured to address Her Majesty the Queen relative to the cruel imprisonment 
of my brother-in-law, Captain Cameron, Her Majesty's Consul in Abyssinia. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) L. DESBOROUGH, late Captain 'Jith Regiment. 


luclosure in No. 112. 

Letter addressed to Her Majesty the Queen by Captain L. Desborough. 

To the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty. 

51 ay it please your Majesty, 

* IT is with gnat diffidence that T erave permission to approach your Majesty, for 
the purpose of bringing to your Majesty’s notice the unhappy condition of your Majesty’s 
Consul and other British subjects now in Abyssinia. 

Captain Cameron, for whom I w ish especially to bespeak your Majesty’s sympathy, 
is the youngest son of the late Colonel Cameron, who for many y»*ars commanded the 
Buffs, and w ho served the Crown with distinction for more than forty years in various 
parts of the globe. Three of Captain Cameron’s brothers died in the service, and lie is 
now the only surviving son of his widow ed and aged mother, who is bowed down with 
grief upon her son’s account. 

Captain Cameron has himself served the country, and not without distinction, lie 
took pirt in two Kaffir wars, and was on General Sir W. F. William's staff at Kars 
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during the Crimean war. He wna employed politically in South Africa, and also in the 
Consular Service on the shores of the Black Sea. And I mnv be permitted to add, 
that, by desire of your Majesty’s Government, he accomjianicd their Royal Highnesses 
the Duke mid Duchess of Saxe-Cobaurg on their tour into the interior of Abyssinia. 

In the year 1802, Captain Cameron was appointed Consul to Abyssinia, and was 
sent with presents from your Majesty to the Ruler of that Country. In obedience to 
instruction* Captain Cameron proceeded to Gondar, the capital, and presented the King 
with tlie valuable gills intrusted to his care. It has been more titan once stated iu the 
public prints that the King specially coveted the support of France and England, but 
fits sympathies and reliance seem to have rested chiefly with the hitter. With this view 
he addressed a letter to your Majesty, which Captain Cameron, as in duty hound, 
forwarded, and which arrived in this country early in February, 1803. Many months 
teem to have elapsed lx*fore any notice was taken of this letter, and Captain Cameron, 
and other British subjects, appear to have been imprisoned, if not altogether, yet 
principally on this account. In a pencilled note from Captain Cameron, dated Gondar, 
February, 11 th 1801, and which reached England 25th May last, contains these words, 
"No release until civil answer to King's letter arrives.” Unfortunately in November 
1803, during his imprisonment, a letter arrived in Gondar addressed to the Consul, 
containing a kind of reprimand to him for lteing absent from ltis post, and directing his 
return to Massowah. Theodoras Ux>k possession of this letter, the contents of which 
greatly exasjtcmted him. He placed Captain Cameron in more rigorous confinement, 
in which state he, with four other British subjects, have remained ever since, now a 
period of nearly fifteen months. Some of the prisoners have lieon tortured; each is 
chained to an Abyssinian, who is relieved at short intervals, they arc’ confined in small 
tents under charge of the King's guards. Probably from want of information no stops 
wore taken for a considerable time to procure the release of your Majesty's subjects* 
from their cruel and ignominious bondage. Indent it was only in August last tliat 
Mr. Passant arrived at Massownh with a reply to the King’s letter, and there he lias 
remained ever since, waiting permission to proceed to Gondar witli the letter, if he has 
not alrejuly returned to Aden. On Saturday last I heard it rumouml in town that two 
of the prisoners lmd died in consequence of the hardships they had undergone, and 
that Mr. Hnssam was on ltis way back to Aden, having failed in the object for which he 
had been sent to Abyssinia. I applied in vain for information both at the Foreign nnd 
India Offices. Nor could 1 obtain any information as to any ulterior steps likely to lie 
taken with a view to bring nltout the release of your Nlajesty’s subjects so unjustly and 
cruelly treated by tills barbarous despot. 

Knowing the deep interest your Majesty ever takes in the welfare of your Majesty’s 
subjects, 1 have ventured to add res* your Majesty, hoping to obtain your Majesty’s 
powerful aid, in causing im*asun‘s to l>o taken for the release of your Majesty’s suffering 
subjects from what may in truth lie called a lingering death; and to interest your 
Majesty in the grief and desolation of the aged mother of one of the captives who is 
now in the seventy-eighth year ol’ her age. 

Reading, January 31, I8G5. 

I lx»g to subscribe ravself, &c. 

(Signed) * L. DE8BOROUGH, 

Late Captain 04th Regiment t and brother-in-law to Captain Cameron. 


No. 113. 

Dr. Kerans to Earl Russell.—(Received February 2.) 

South Parade , Ahusrragh, Co. Galway, Ireland , 
My Lord, January 31, 1865. 

MV son, Mr. Lawrence Kerans, being one of the captives in Abyssinia, and not 
having beard of him sine** his captivity, except what I have seen in the public press, 
induces me to trespass on your Lordship in the hope that you will kindly give me some 
Information as to their present condition and as to the prospect of their release. My $on 
proceeded to Gondar in October 1863, as private secretary to Captain Cameron," ller 
Majesty’s Consul at Masssowah, and since then, though we have frequently written to 
him ami to the Consul, we have never received any reply, our great anxiety as to his 
fate, I hope will plead my excuse for troubling your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) LAWRENCE, C. KERANS. 
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Minute. 

Let him know wliat we know. 

February 2. 


E. HAMMOND. 


[Sec Memorandum by Mr. Coles, February 7,18C5.] 


No. 114. 

Memorandum respecting the Imprisonment of Captain Cameron, Her Majesty's Consul at 

Massowuh , and other British Subjects, by the King of Abyssinia : February 7, 1865. 

CAPTAIN CAMERON was appointed nor Majesty's Consul at Mnssowah in 
February 1801, and left England for Abyssinia in November of that year, being the 
bearer of presents from Her Majesty to King Theodore ns an acknowledgment of his 
kindness in ransoming the remains of the late Consul Plowden, who had been killed 
by a rebel force, amt a letter from Earl Russell to llis Majesty, written in the Queen's 
name, which lie was desired to deliver in person. His instructions, however, were not 
to interfere in the political affairs of the country, while he kept Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment at home ana Her Majesty's Governor-General in India fully informed of all 
matters of interest which might come under his observation. 

He arrived at Massowuh in February 1862. In May following he left Massownh 
for Gondar, for the purpose of delivering to the King the letter and presents with 
which he was charged from the Queen. He appears, while with the King, to have 
been treated latterly with much suspicion, and it is evident from his reports that King 
Theodore was ready at any moment to take umbrage at any seeming neglect on the 
part of foreign Powers. 

In February and March 1863, despatches were received from Captain Cameron, 
wherein, among other things, he suggested that an Embassy from Abyssinia should lwi 
received by the Queen; that Her Majesty should write to the King, and express her 
wish to receive such an Embassy; and tliat certain young Abyssinian officers and 
youths should be invited to accompany it, with the view to tlie instruction of tho 
former in the arts of war, and the education of the latter in the arts of peace; and 
Consul Cameron inclosed a letter from King Theodore to the Queen, proposing to send 
an Embassy to England. 

In consequence, however, of the practical inconvenience which it was feared 
would result from Consul Cameron’s interference in the political nfihirs of Abyssinia, 
which he had l>een told not to do, he was ordered, on the 22nd of April, 1863. to return 
to Massowuh, as it was ** not desirable that Her Majesty’s Agent should meddle in tho 
affairs of Abyssinia;” and he was informed that ** he would have done better if he bad 
returned to his post at Massownh when the King told him to do so,”—a fact which 
Mr. Cameron reported in one of his desjKitches; and ho was desired “ to do so at once, 
and to remain at Massownh until further orders.”* 

It appears tliat the King of Abyssinia took great offence at not having reoeived 
any reply to his letter to the Queen, and that Consul Cameron and several other British 
subjects (missionaries and others, some of whose pa]x*rs had liecn found to contain 
reflections on the King) have in consequence been subjected to very cruel treatment, 
and are still, it is feared, detained at Gondar as prisoners. 

Her Mnj»*sty’s Government have taken every means in their power to obtain 
tlie release of Captain Cameron and his fellow prisoners.f A\ ith this object, 
Mr. llomiii 7 .d Rassain, Secretary to the Political Resident at Aden, and who is spoken 
of as a person of considerable ability, has been sent to Abyssinia, with a letter from the 
Queen to King Tluxxlore, urging upon him the release of the prisoners. Mr. Kassam 
lias also been furnished, through the good offices of the Viceroy of Fgypt, with letters 
from tlie Patriarch of the Copts in Egypt to King Theodore, and to the Alxxuia of 
Gondar, in furtherance of the object of his journey; and he has lx*en authorized, to 
explaiu that the Queen will be happy to receive King Theodore’s Embassy, if he should 
decide upon sending it. 

Mr. Ruxsam left Aden for Massownh the 20th of July last, in Her Majesty’s 
steamer “ Dalbousiebut no definite information as regards the success or otherwise 

• Her Majesty's Government have been' informed that this de«patch never reached Captain Cameron, it 
bavin? unfortunately fallen into Kin? Theodore’* hand*, who bad it translated i sec No. 28. 

t Short of force, which cannot be used, as the Abyssinian territory is inaccessible to British troops.—J. M. 
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of his mission since his arrival at Massowah has yet been received by Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

In despatches dated 12th October, 4th November, and 2nd Deceml>cr, addressed 
by him to the Political Resident at Aden, and received at the India Office through the 
Government of Bombay, he reports tliat nearly four months had elapsed since lie sent 
two messengers with his letter to King Theodore, and that the only reliable informa¬ 
tion ho had received was that they had reached Gondar in safety, and had delivered his 
letter to the King. It was reported, however, and he feared but too truly, that they 
hail been imprisoned by the King; that in consequence of these messengers not 
having returned, he had again written to the King, and had sent his letter through the 
Naih of Arkeeko, the hereditary Chief of Sarabar, the lowland of Abyssinia, who, he 
•ays, is liehl in some favour by the King, and by whom it was stmt to Gondar by two 
of the Naih’s officers, with a letter from himself to King Theodore; that two other 
messengers lmd also been despatched to collect information. The first who had got 
back to Mossowah was sent by the Acting French Consul at Massowah, M. Munzingcr, 
the other by a Gondar merchant. He expected the return of the Naih’s messenger, 
and the one sent by the Gondar merchant, daily. 

The mesMenger who hail returned hail formerly lx*en in the service of Captain 
Cameron, and his statements may apparently Ik* relied upon. He give* a very sad 
account of the treatment to which Captain Cameron, the Rev. Mr. Stem, Mr. Rosen¬ 
thal, and the others were subjtrted. liis statement accompanies Mr. Rassam’s 
despateh of the 2nd December, which, with Mr. Rassam’s other despatches, are sent 
herewith. 

Mr. Rassam had received no information respecting his letter to the King, who 
apparently showed no signs of yielding. 

Foreign Office, February 7, 1865. A. L. COLES. 


No. 115. 

Mr. Hammond to Dr . Kcrans. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 7, 1865. 

LOUR RUSSELL regrets that he is unable to give you any information respecting 
your son, who, from your letter of the 81st, ultimo, appears to have accompanied 
Captain Cameron to Abyssinia in 1808. By the latest intelligence which has reached 
ller Majesty's Government it appears that the various Europeans who had been seized 
by the King of Abyssinia were still detained in captivity, and the efforts made to 
procure their release had hitherto proved unavailing. 

An Agent deputed by Her Majesty’s Government is at Mas so wall, endeavouring 
to open a communication with Abyssinia, and to induce the King to set the captives 
free; hut that Agent, the latest account from whom is dated the 2nd Dceemlier, has 
hitherto not succeeded in the endeavours which up to that time he was making to 
communicate with the captives and procure their liberation. 

If any information roqiecting your son should be received from that Agent, Lord 
Bussell will take care to make it known to you. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 11G. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received February 8.) 

(No. 2 .) 

My Lord, Cairo , January 24, 1865. 

WB are still in the greatest anxiety about intelligence from Abyssinia. 

1 have directed the attention of the Consul at Jeddah to the necessity of 
endeavouring to obtain news; and I have earnestly requested the Resident at Aden not 
to fail to let me have every reliable information he ran procure. 

It is a painful subject, and one to which I ran hardly see any issue. Conflicting 
re porta roach us, on which no reliance can be placed ; these hist clays have brought us 
two: one from wither an obscure German paper, declaring that Mr. ltassam’s mission 
had been well received, the captives linerated* with presents, Ac. There has not 
elapsed the material time for such intelligence to have gone to Europe and returned 


out here. I am rather disposed to consider it as indirectly connected with the scientific 
mission to explore the Nile, for which a certain Mr. Miani 1ms been endeavouring to 
secure the |»atronage and support of Germany. 

Our second report is of a directly opposite character; it appears in a paper 
published two days ago at Alexandria, in Italian. I inclose an extract from the news 
from Jeddah, under date of 20 th December last; to this also I can attach no credit. I 
have letters from the Consul at that port of the 27th, and no mention whatever is made 
of Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosuro in No. 110. 

Extract from the " II Commercio ” of January 22, 1865. 

Rubric , Jeddah, December 20, 1864, 

OUR latest news from Abyssinia, brought by a person attached to “ Padre del 
Monte,” lately arrived from Moasowah, hears, that the person* sent to King Theodore 
on the part of (Sir, sic ) Rassam, Secretary of Governor of Aden, as Envoys, to obtain 
from him permission to present the letter of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, have been 
imprisoned, and that Theodore having added to the chains already on Consul Cameron’s 
hands, chains to his feet, added “ If the English w ish to come, let them come” ('* So 
gli Inglese vogliano venire, favoriseano ”). 


No. 117. 

^ Mr, Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received February 8.) 

My lord, ^ Cairo, January 27, 1865. 

A CERTAIN Chevalier do Heuglin, styling himself “ Conseiller Antique do Sa 
Majesty le Roi do Wurtemberg,” called on me this morning. As he has been several 
times in Abyssinia, I questioned him very closely on points connected with that 
country, its King, his character, Ac. ’Hie follow ing are Mr. Hcuglin’s opinions, and 
the result of our conversation :— 

He declare# himself to have been on intimate terms with Theodora, and to have 
accompanied him to the southern frontiers of Abyssinia, during which he was aide 
(speaking the language fluently), to understand and appreciate the character of the 
King; he pronounced him to he a remarkable man, possessing to an extraordinary 
degree the coup <Tail juste , and the very last man to have taken the measures lie has 
done to a foreigner, far less to an English Agent, except under the greatest 
provocation. 

I mentioned having learnt that since the death of Mr. Bell, the King had greatly 
changed, and that he had betaken himself to drink ; ho said, no ; that having avenged 
Bell's death by tho execution of 1,800 persons in one day, he had considered himself 
satisfied; that lie had frequently been up days and nights with the King while 
travelling with his army in Shoa, and that he never saw him in the slightest degree 
overcome by drink; that his only liquor was hydromcl (a land of mead), never touching 
spirits. 

I asked whether he (ITeuglin) had seen Captain Cameron; he said, no. He had 
waited at Gondar several weeks in 1862, when the Consul was expected ; hut owing to 
the delay in his arrival, he, Heuglin, had been compelled to quit Abyssinia for liis Nile 
expedition, from which he has just returned. He said, that had he known of our Consul 
being still detained by Theodore, while he was at Khartoum, he should not have 
have hesitated to have gone into Abyssinia with a view of effecting his release, 

1 asked him if he could form any opinion as to the probable reception our Envoy 
from Aden, bearer of Her Majesty’s letter, would meet with at the King’s hands. He 
said, no; but tliat Mr. Rassam had done well, in ignorance of the cause of Cameron's 
arrest, to send messengers to Gondar before proceeding there himself, particularly if 
Mr. Rassam was ignorant of the language and customs of the country. 

1 inquired whether he thought the King was sufficiently aware of the consequences 

[73] 2 E 














lie might bring on himself by an act such as ho had committed, of arresting and putting 
in irons an accredited sonant of the British Government. lie said, yes, he was well 
aware ; but that when be imagined his dignity was insulted, his violent nature would 
get the mastery over his l>ettor judgment; and he repeated, that he could only have 
taken such a step on very great provocation. 

As I had received an indirect intimation that Mr. Ueuglin would be willing to 
undertake a journey to Abyssinia, I thanked him, hut told him of course nothing would 
be done till we knew what may lie results of Mr. Rassam’s mission. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Minute. 

If Mr. Rassnm fails, Baron Ueuglin should Ik? asked to go to Abvssinia. 

R. 


No. 118. 

Precis of Intelligence Irrought dorm from Abyssinia by Faulsh Wandnfrash, the private 

messenger who was sent up from Massowah on October 28, 1864.— (Query: Received 

from Mr. Rnssam February 1865.) 

I WAS sent up toGondarhy Ilaj Adam Koorman (a Gondar merehant), about fifty- 
ono days ago, to collect some information regarding the Consul and the other European 
prisoners. Also to find out what had become of your messengers that you had sent up 
to the King of Abyssinia on your arrival at Massowab about five months ago. 

I went up to Gondar in’thirteen days; and on arriving there 1 found that the 
King had gone to Dubartaboot; so I continued my journey thither, and reached that 
place in two days. 

At Dubartalioot I learnt that Ilis Majesty had gone to Zabeet, and consequently I 
followed him to that place; but on arriving there, 1 discovered that he had gone on to 
Magdnln, alwmt five days’ journey further to the south. 

At Zabeet 1 heard that the King was nuiking long stages, as he intended to chastise 
the different rebellious Chiefs who have risen against nim in different parts of Aln ssinia. 
His first intention was to penetrate into Slum, and subdue the insurrection which lias 
appeared there; and nfterwards he would go to l^akota (about eight days' journey to the 
east-south-east of Gondar), to punish its Chief, Wakshim Uobaza^, who lmd thrown off 
his allegiance to the King, and was plundering the adjacent districts, and killing every 
jM*rson who showed any partiality to the Royal cause. It is premised that, after he 
punishes those rebels, he would proceed northward to coerce the rest of the rebels, 
TissoGolmzn of Wnlka-ait, Gnrstakla, Negoosie of Ugou, and others. The most 
powerful of these Chiefs is Wakshama Gobazay of Sukota, who is supjioscd to lie able 
to bring to the field of battle against the King, of cavalry alone, about 1,000 ; and ol 
foot soldiers, he is exjxx*ted to outnumber the King’s. It is almost certain that the 
King will return victorious, been asp the rebels would not have the pluck to face his 
army when it is commanded by him in person. 

At Znlx'ct I heard tluit the King lmd left all his prisoners, lxith Europeans and 
natives, on the top of the mountain at Mngdala, as he did not wish to lie encumbered 
by them on his expedition again si the relx'ls. 

I deemed it disadvantageous to follow the Consul aud his fellow-prisoners to 
Magdala, as I knew' I could not possibly see them there on account of the strict watch 
kept at that place on all the prisoners. 

I learnt that all the Eurojiean prisoners were well, and amply provided for with 
victuals by the King. I lrnve not heard that any of them lmd dic'd since they were 
confined. 

As I found it was useless for me to follow the King any further, I returned the 
next day from Zabeet to Dubartaboot. I staid there with Mr. Flad, as we were 
acquainted with each other before then. Air. Flad informed me that lie and the other 
Europeans who arc working for the King at Bifiat, outside Dubartaboot, had waited on 
Ilis Majesty while ho was staying there, to intercede for the release of their fellow- 
countrymen. 
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went to him again the next day. Before the appointed time had come, however, he 
sent to tell them not to go to him, as he had determined not to release the prisoners 
until he received the letter of the English Queen. Mr. Find told me also that both lie 
and the rest of the Europeans who are at large, art* longing to quit the country, but 
they were unable to do so in consequence of the surveillance placed upon their move¬ 
ments by the King. They arc prohibited from going out of Dubartaboot without his 
special license. It is believed that when the King receives the Queen’s letter he would 
release all the prisoners. 

The messengers of the Naib of Arkeeko, who went up with your second letter, 
reached the King before my arrival at Dubartaboot. They had delivered the letters to 
the King, and were ordered to join your former messengers under the care of 8amuel, 
the King’s Steward. They were all told to wait until they would he sent Imck with an 
answer. The report which was brought to you that the King had imprisoned vour 
first two messengers was not true; they arc not only at large, hut arc treatinl well by 
the King. I am certain that they had never been imprisoned, because I was assured 
of this fuct by both Air. Find and Busba Garuzzuhrc, the Commissioner of Customs 
of the district of Tigrc, who had lieen with the King for some time. 

The Alxxmn (Metropolitan of Abyssinia) is with the King, and it is Raid that he is 
now treated with more consideration by His Alajesty. 

After I remained with Air. Flad at Dubartaboot two days, I left to come Ixick to 
Massowah, but on reaching Wagara in four days on my way down, I was stop]xxl by 
Ali Wiskat, who had been placed by the King tlierc to apprehend all persons who 
would be found travelling through tluit place without any legitimate puniose. lie 
kept me in confinement fourteen days, with a number of others whom lie lmd seized 
like me; but on hearing that Tisso Gobazai (one of the leaders of the rebels) was 
coming to attack him, he gave us our liberty aud lied to Gondar. 1 then continued 
my journey hitherward, aud as 1 had to maintain myself on my way down by bogging, 
I could not come down in less than fourteen days from Wagara. 

Before me at Massowab, this 19th day of December, 1804. 

(.Signed) H. RAB8AM. 


No. 119. 

Mr. Hammond to Mrs. Stern.* 

Aladam, Foreign Office , February 9, 1865. 

I AAI directed by Earl Russell to acquaint you tluit a private letter has been 
received at this office from Air. Rassam, referring to a statement made to him at 
Alassowah, on the 19th of December, by a messenger whom he had sent from that place 
on the 28th of October into Abyssinia, and although the date at which that messenger 
last heard of the prisoners is not given, yet he must have done so within a few days 
after the 12th of November; and the account which he obtained was that at that time 
they were detained on the Magdala mountain, that they were all well, and were amply 
provided with food. 

Any intelligence respecting the prisoners which may hereafter reach this office will 
be immediately communicated to you. 

I am, See. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


Minute. 

The letter on which this is founded lias not been communicated to the Consular 
Department. 

February 10. H. C. E. 


* Similar letter* wax* addressed to Colon*! Sbafto Adair, Dr. Krrans, and Captein L. De« bo rough. 
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No. 120. 

Memorandum by Brigadier Coghlan tm the Abyssinian difficulty , and how best to get out of it. 

February -ft, 1865. 

1. IT in assumed that Tier Majesty’s Government desires, chiefly, the speedy 
release of the British subjects, and also of other Europeans, now held captives by the 
King Theodoras. 

2. That any further relations with Abyssinia, except as they may affect that object, 
are not desired by Her Majesty’s Government. 

8 . But that the King’s proposal to send a distinguished Abyssinian Embassy to 
Her Majesty, may be entertained if considered necessary to the object in view, viz., the 
release of the captives. 

4. The difficulty in this cam* is to open any communication with one who lias so 
grossly violated the rules of civilization and of international law, as to seize and torture 
Britisli subjects, one of whom is a British Consul. 

6. Mr. llassam, from Aden, is the bearer of a letter from Her Majesty to Theodoras, 
but Mr. Kassam not having been received by the King, that letter may be considered 
cancelled, and should not now In* delivered. 

(I. If that letter recognises the fact that Britisli subjects are held in captivity and 
have been maltreated, it may be well that it should not l»e delivered. It would l>c easier 
to address King Theodoras if Her Majesty had no know ledge of the condition of her 
subjects at his Court. 

7. Theodoras is a parvenu , a powerful despot, of high aspirations, and strong will, 
but he is not a savage. 

8 . There an* probably several causes for his altered demeanour towards Captain 
Cninenm, the British Consul, one only need now lx* Kj**cificd, but that is believed to lx* 
the chief of them : it is, the long delay in replying to the letter which he addressed to 
Ilcr Majesty in December, 1802, or January, 1803. 

1). It iH understood that his dignity is grievously wounded by the silence, which he 
accepts as an affront, and this sense of injury, coupled w ith other circiuustauccs, lias led 
to the deplorable state of affairs now existing at Gondar. 

10. Also, there is reason to believe that the King refuses Mr. Ilossam’s mission as 
one which is not of sufficient dignity, that Mr. Ilassam is in fact a mere messenger and 
not. an Envoy, hence the contemptuous silence with which his letters and requests have 
been treated. 

11. All that has lx*on assumed in the preceding paragraphs can lx* proved by 
reference to know n facts if necessary. Inquiry into the " other circumstances ” alluded 
to in paragraph 0, would inconveniently lengthen this Memorandum which is intended 
only as a brief statement of the existing difficulty and a suggestion as to the best means 
of overcoming it. 

12 . If any further effort is to be made to release the captives, it must lx* by means 
of an Emliassy headed by an officer of rank, w ho should Ik* supports by such a suite as 
would give dignity to \iis mission, a secretary (a military officer) two or three officers 
of the scientific corps or departments, and a medical officer should be of the party; 
these could he supplied either from England, or from Bombay, or from Aden. 

13. Theodoras is known to attach gn*at importance to militpy rank and to scientific 
men; on that account therefore a liberal display will lx* expedient. 

It. A supply of presents should be provided, to be delivered or not according to 
circumstances. 

15. The Embassy would carry a Queen’s letter, the style and substance of which 
requin* careful consideration. It should lx* indited in Oriental phraseology, highly 
emblazoned and sailed (tlie King w ill consider nothing valid which is not sealed); in 
it the Embassy should be introduced and recommended; some general compliments on 
Government and particularly on the abolition of the traffic in slaves could be appropriately 
intnxluced; some excuse made for the delay in replying to the King’s letter, and his 

{ )ro]H)scd mission from Abyssinia to England should be accepted, its details being left to 
xj arranged by the Queen's out-going Envoy, the lx*arer of Her Majesty’s letter. 

10. It is 'suggested that the Queen’s letter should make no mention of the captives, 
their case being supposed to become known to the Envoy on his way out; but if this 
suggestion lx* over-ruled the letter may express surprise and regret at their condition, 
and request the King to hand them over to Her Majesty’s Envoy who, it should bo 
stated, has authority to inquire into the circumstances alleged against them. 

17. Arrived at Cairo the Envoy should endeavour to secure the sendees of two 
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Abyssinian monks or priests; if not procurable there they might speedily be got from 
Jerusalem; these men should be treated with liberal consideration, they should bo 
impressed with the dignity of the mission, and induced to interest themselves in its 
ultimate object. They, or at least one of them, would be the fittest messenger to be 
dispatched from the coast to Gondar, carrying a letter from the Envoy announcing his 
arrival “ bearing a letter from the Queen,’’ and soliciting from King Theodoras the 
necessary escort and carriage to Gondar. 

18. The Copts at Jerusalem have lately treated the Ahyssinians badly, lienee it is 
not unlikely that the Patriarch at Cairo may be indisposed to do anything which may 
tend to bniig about a better understanding betwixt the English Government and 
Theodoras. These under-currents of intriguing self-interest should bo carefully studied 
at Cairo, and the Mission authorized to avail themselves of the Patriarchs intervention 
or not, as might be judged most prudent. 

19. Indeed, at every stage of this difficult and delicate negotiation the Mission 
should be invested with a large discretion to meet the varied circumstances which may 
arise, and which cannot be foreseen. 

20. There are reasons for doubting the good will of the Coptic Patriarch towards 
Her Majesty’s Government, and it is far from certain that he possesses any great 
influence over King Theodoras; these, and other kindred questions justify the claim 
for a liberal discretion being accorded to Her Majesty's Envoy. 

21. The Governor of Bomliay should be requested to send to Aden a second 
steamer, in addition to the one which belongs to the Aden Residency. 

22. The Mission being formed at Aden, should proceed with two steamers to 
Adullis, whence one or lx>th the Coptic Priests would be despatched via Hallai, carrying 
a letter from the Envoy, as suggested in paragraph 17. This route is preferable to that 
viA Mossowah. 

23. AJlcr the despatch of the messengers the steamers could visit Mossowah for 
water and provisions, returning to Adullis to receive the King’s reply ; or the interval 
might be occupied, if found practicable, by an inquiry into the questions of Coal 
discovery in that neighbourhood,* which are already before Her Majesty’s Government 
in the India Department, as well os at the Board of Trade and the Foreign Office ; but 
this, important as it may lie, is of inferior interest to that of the object of the Mission, 
and it should 1 x 3 entertained only on that understanding. 

24. At this stage of proceeding, if the policy suggested at the first part of paragraph 
16, ante, be approved, the Envoy might, os on his own responsibility, address the 
King on the subject of the captives, expressing the hope that they had done nothing to 
incur his displeasure, and requesting that iu any ease they should bo released in order 
that the projected interview might be on the most friendly footing, &c.; or if Her 
Majesty’s Government should think it necessary to recognize the captivity of the 
Consul and other British subjects, and Europeans of other nations, it should be solicited 
that they 1 x 3 made over to the Envoy, as suggested at conclusion of paragraph 16. 

25. Supposing all to run smoothly; the British Mission to reach Gondar, to be 
well received there, and the captives to lie released, then will arise the more delicate 
task of obtaining from the King some apology as the reparation for the w-rong 
committed on Her Majesty’s subjects, for without such an acknowledgment it will be 
impossible to bring away the Mission from Abyssinia which King Theodoras desires to 
send to England. 

26. This, |x*rhaps, will be the severest test of the diplomatic skill of the British 
Embassy. There is, however, no solid reason to despair of success; on the contrary, 
it may lx? hoped that a Mission dignified in its constitution, liberal in outlay, moderate 
in demands, and circumspect in conduct, will so highly gratify the pride of the King 
that he will make no difficulty in the matter of tendering Bueh apology os may he 
acceptable to Her Majesty’s Government. 

27. Lastly; it remains to consider if any alternative process is open by which 
this object can be attained. It is believed tliat there is none. Suggestion has been 
offered that Egyptian forces might 1 x 3 sent to compel Theodoras to surrender his 
captives; but ajMirt from the doubtful value of any warlike aid to be obtained from 
Egypt (if oven it could be obtained at all), it must be remembered that Theodoras is 
alleged to have sworn to put all his prisoners to death immediately on any foreign 
invasion of his country to effect their release. 

28. In the possible event of the release of the captives before the arrival of the 
Mission, and on a certainty that they had removed beyond the power of the King, it 
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is presumed that Her Majesty's Government would not desire the Mission to go on. 
British subjects might be warned, and the Mission would return. 

29. And, similarly, in the dreadful possibility of the death of the captive British 
subjects, whether by violence or disease, there would remain no sufficient object for the 
further proceeding of a Mission; in that sad case it would be for Her Majesty’s 
Government to consider what steps might be taken to avenge the injury; but a friendly 
Mission would be incompatible. 

30. The existing difficulty is one which cannot be surmounted by force, and the 
circumstances are so peculiar that no very strict line of diplomacy can be marked out 
for the guidance of the Officer who may be entrusted by Her Majesty with the conduct 
of the undertaking. 

February 8, 1865. (Signed) W. M. COGHLAN. 

P.8.—The foregoing Memorandum was written before Mr. Rassam’s letter 28th 
December arrived.* 

I have since received a letter from Aden, dated 21st January. The writer, a 
Hindoo, mentions Mr. Bassam as still at Massowah. Indeed, the position of affairs 
is much as it w as four months ago. 

Bassam is correct in judging that the ultimatum (as he calls it) suggested by 
Colonel Merewethcr would be dangerous. 

I am still of opinion that the proper course will lie to send a Mission as 
recommended in this Memorandum. In the meanwhile Bassam might be instructed 
to retain the Queen’s letter for the present, as it would be (in that case) superseded by 
a new one. 

February 10, 1865. W. M. C. 


No. 121. 

Mrt. Stern to Earl Russell.—(Received February 13.) 

73, Sussex Road , Holloway, February 11,1865. 
MRS. STERN begs to tender her grateful acknowledgments to Earl Russell for 
so promptly and kindly communicating to her the latest intelligence respecting the 
Abyssinian captives. She will receive with deep thankfulness any further information 
that may arrive. 


No. 122. 

Colonel Adair to Earl Russell.—(Received February 14.) 

My Lord, 7, Audley Square , February 13, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge, with thanks, your Lordship’s kind notifica¬ 
tion of the 9th instant, relative to the imprisonment of Captain Cameron in Abyssinia, 
which will Ik* gratefully appreciated by the family, on whose behalf I beg to offer 
sincere thanks. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALEX. SUAFTO ADAIR. 


No. 123. 

Dr. Beks to Earl Russell.—(Received February 14.) 

My Lord, Bekesboume, February 13, 1865. 

I TAKE the liberty, most respectfully, of renewing the offer made to your 
Lordship in the months of March and May last year, that 1 should go to Abyssinia for 
the purpose of obtaining the liberation of Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, the 
Protestant missionaries, and other British subjects then and ever since kept in captivity 
by the Sovereign of that country. 

• Query : Not io Foreign Office. 
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Believing myself, without presumption, to be the person best qualified to undertake 
a mission of this peculiar character, I feel it to be my duty once more to place my 
humble services at your Lordship's disposal. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Minute. 

An interview appointed for Friday, at 3 f.m. 

G. E. 


No. 124. 

Mr. Layard to Mr. Merit ale. 

Sir » r i- z i , -r, , „ Foreign Office, February 14, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to request that you will inform the Socretaiy of 
State for India in Council that his Lordship is of opinion that it might conduce to the 
success of Mr. Rassam’s Mission to the King of Abyssinia for the release of the British 
captives if a British officer were joined with him, and that Lord Russell would lie glad 
if an officer could be spared from the garrison of Aden for the purpose. Lord Russell 
would w ish that the officer should be placed under Mr. Rassara, to whose discretion the 
conduct of the Mission is confided. 

Should Sir Charles Wood concur with Lord Russell, it is desirable that no time 
should be lost in giving the necessary directions to the Political Resident at Aden; 
and it is suggested that they should lie sent by the mail of next Saturday, by which a 
letter from the Queen to the King of Abyssinia will also be sent. The officer who is 
ordered to join Mr. Rassam might take charge of the letter and deliver it to 
Mr. Rassam at Massowah, or wherever he may happen to be. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 



No. 125. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received February 16.) 

(No. 11.) 

My knjd, Cairo, February 2, 1865. 

tt 1 r E ce IVED, a few days ago, a letter from the Political Resident at Aden, 
lie says, 21st January :— 

._ r . 1 am s°ny to say I can send you no good tidings about the Abyssinian 
Mission. Mr. Rassam is still at Massowah, or was, when I last heard, about the 
middle of December. King Theodoms, up to that date, liad taken no notice of 
Mr. Rassam s presence, nor of any of his letters. He seems to be deliberately 
maintaining silence in return for his letter having so long remained unnoticed 
Others say that is nothing unusual: nothing more than his custom to throw business 
on one side for a time and never think of it for six months or so. Rassam 
has now been just six months at Massowah. I told him officially to liave another 
letter wntten to the King informing the latter if no reply was received within a certain 
date, fixing sufficient for a messenger to go to Gondar and back, with some margin, 
the mission would be withdrawn to Aden. This being made known, and talked about 
may prompt the King to action; but it is difficult to get messengers to go to Gondar’ 
they are so afraid of Theodore’s capricious temper. 

1 s??* Majesty’s ship “ Pantaloon " to Massowah, on the 0th instant, to see if 
she could pick up any news, and find out what was going on; when she returns I will 
be happy to send you what she brings. 

The last accounts were that the prisoners were all in confinement still, and in 
much the same state as at first. There is a report in the town here that Theodorus 
lias been killed by one of his rebellious Barons, but I do not put much faith in it, &c. 

1 am truly unliappy in having only such meagre news to convey to your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 
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No. 126. 

Mr. Layard to Mr. Rauam. 

Rir, Foreign Office , February 17, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to inform you that he is willing to place at your 
disposal 600 English muskets as a present to King Theodorus. His Lordship leaves to 
your discretion the mode of making known to the King that you are authorized to offer 
him this present from Her Majesty’s Government, and of presenting them to llis 
Majesty. 

Orders will be immediately given for these arms to be sent to Aden, from whence 
they will l>e forwarded to Massowah, or to any other |>ort, according to the directions 
which you may think it advisable to send through the Resident at that station. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. II. LAYARD. 


No. 127. 

Mr. Layard to Mr. Rant am. 

tjjrr. Foreign Office , February 17, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to send you a letter from Iler Majesty the Queen 
to King Theodorus of Abyssinia,* which is to be substituted for the one previously sent 
to you, and which you will deliver into the hands of His Majesty when you are able to 
reach his presence. You will return to this office the letter first sent. 

I am further directed to inform you that, in order that Iler Majesty’s Government 
may receive the earliest information of your proceedings, Earl Russell wishes you to 
send copies of your official reports direct to this office, through the Resident at Aden. 

I inclose a copy of the Queen's letter to the King of Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


Inclosurc in No. 127. 

Her Majesty the Queen to the King of Abyssinia :f 

May 20, 1864. 

VICTORIA, by the grace of God, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c., Ac., Ac., to Theodore, King of Abyssinia, 
sendeth greeting. We have duly received the letter which your Majesty delivered to 
Our servant Cameron, and We have read with pleasure the friendly cxpn'ssions which 
it conveys. W> learn with satisfaction that Your Majesty has successfully establisl.cd 
your authority in the country over which you rule, and We trust that you may long 
continue to administer its alfairs in ]>eace and prosperity. Our servant Cameron has no 
doubt conveyed to you the assurances of Our friendship and goodwill, and Wo are glad 
to learn by your letter tliat he had been duly received by your Majesty. Accounts have 
indeed reached Us of late that your Majesty had withdrawn your favour from Our servant. 
We trust however that these accounts have originated in false representations on the part 
of persons ill-disposed to your Majesty, and who may desire to produce an alteration in 
Our feelings towards you* But your Majesty can give no better proof of the sincerity of 
the sentiments whicli'you profess towards Us, nor insure more effectually a continuance 
of Our friendship and goodwill than by dismissing Our servant Cameron, and any other 
Europeans who inav desire it, from your Court, and by affording them every assistance 
ahd protection on their journey to the destination to which desire to proceed. With the 
view of renewing to you the expression of Our friendship, and of explaining to you Our 
wishes respecting Our servant Cameron, We have directed Our sonant llormuzd 
llassam, First Assistant to the Political Resident at Aden, to proceed to your residence, 
and to deliver to you this Our Royal letter. W'e have instructed him to inform your 
Majesty tliat if, notwithstanding the long distance which separates Our dominions from 
those of your Majesty, you should, after having permitted Our servant Cameron and 

* lbdoturc in No. 54. t Wrilteo on t iWl of emblatoned velois. 


US 

the other Europeans to take their leave and depart, desire to send an Embassy to this 
country, that Embassy will be very well received by Us. And so, not doubting that 
you will receive Our servant Rassam in a favourable manner, and give entire credit to 
all that be shall say to you on Our part, as well as comply with the requests which he is 
instructed to make to you. We recommend you to the protection of the Almighty. 

Given at Our Court at Balmoral, the Twenty-sixth day of May, in the year of Our 
Lord 1864, and in the twenty-seventh year of Our reign. 

Your good Friend, 

(L.8. The large 8ignet.) (8igned) VICTORIA R. 

(Not countersigned) 

Superscribed: 

To Our Good Friend Theodore, 

King of Abyssinia. 


No. 128. 

Mr. Layard to Mr. Merivale. 

8ir, Foreign Office , February 17, 1865. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 14th instant,* I am directed bv Earl Russell to 
transmit to you the letter, to which I alluded, from the Queen to the King of Abyssinia, 
which bears the same date as, and is intended to be substituted for, the letter from the 
Queen of the 26th of May last; and I am to request tliat you will move the Secretary 
of State for India to cause Her Majesty’s letter to be forwarded to the Governor of Aden 
by the mail of to-morrow, with instructions to send it on to Mr. Rassam at Massowah 
with the least possible delay. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


No. 129. 

Mr. Layard to Mr. Merivale. 

8ir, Foreign Office, February 17, 1865. 

I AM directed bv Earl Russell to state to you, for the information of Sir Charles 
Wood, that his Lordship has learnt, with regret, tliat it is the intention of the Governor 
of India to withdraw from Aden the steamer “ Victoria,” which has hitherto been placed 
under the orders of the Resident at that station. Earl Russell is of opinion that, whilst 
Her Majesty’s Consul and other British subjects remain in captivity in Abyssinia, and 
until the efforts now being made to obtain their release should prove successful, it would 
be advisable to leave that result under the orders of Colonel Merewethcr, as it is of 
much importance tliat he should be able to communicate with Mr. Rassam and give 
him such support and assistance as he may require in the furtherance of the object of 
his mission. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


No. 130. 


^ Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received February 23.) 

My lord, Cairo, February 9, 1865. 

I THINK the inclosed copy of a despatch, just received from Mr. Calvert, Acting 
Consul at Jeddah, may be of some interest to your Lordship. 

It leads us to hope that, if there be no truth in the report of the liberation of the 
captives, that of Captain Cameron’s increased ill-treatment may be regarded as equally 
unfonnded. 


I have, Ac. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


• IN. 124. 


2 G 
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P.8.—11 th February. At the moment of closing the mail, I have learnt that a letter 
dated the 21st January has just arrived from Massowah. I know the source to be good, 
almost official. 

Rossam is still at Massowah. The King has closed Abyssinia to persons and letters. 


and has gone to Shoa. 

A German naturalist, formerly acquainted with Captain Cameron, had left for 
Gondar, in hopes of being able to assist him; he has himself been arrested and detained 
prisoner. 

Disturbances having broken out on Taka frontier of Abyssinia, one of the chiefs of 
the tribe, a Christian, lias applied for French protection. 

R. G. C. 


Inclosure in No. 130. 

Acting-Consul Calvert to Mr. Colquhoun. 

Sir, Jeddah, January 28, 1865. 

I HAVE this moment heard some Abyssinian news, which I have obtained from 
a Copt of the Soudan, named Alxl-ul-Melek, who states that he was Sacristan of the 
late Crollos, Coptic Patriarch in Abyssinia ; that, on his attempting to leave the country, 
he was imprisoned by King Thoodorui, who forbids any one quitting his Kingdom, hut 
that he at last succeeded in escaping about two months ago with an Englishman 
(whose name he pronounced “ Filat ”•) and who found his way to Berber while Abd-ul- 
Melek arrived at Jeddah vifl Souakim. 

My informant says that Theodorus is never long stationary at one place; he is 
always on the march, and conducts with him everywhere Captain Cameron and his four 
English (qy. European) servants. The Consul travels and lives with a Coptic prelate 
named Abouna Selami, who is responsible for his not escaping. His health was good ; he 
well treated, and w as only chained when the priest had to go to a distance. The chain was 
which was described as light, and not grievous, was attached to one ancle, but when the 
King was likely to see him, it was also fastened to his neck. The servants were never 
Bhacklcd. 

The Rev. Mr. Stem w’as, in deference to his sacred office, not chained ; he resided 
in the custody of a Copt priest at the monastery of Jeliel Tabor. 

Theodorus is disgracefully addicted to intoxication, on which occasions he displays 
a cruel and mischievous temper, causing every one to cower when in his presence. He 
is so suspicious that he has established a system of espionage and punishes severely any 
one, he ho European or native, who is discovered talking in a low voice or holding private 
conversation. He will not receive any letters, and dismisses with contumely the bearers 
thereof. My informant states that he heard a person, supposed to lx* an Englishman, 
who, about three months ago was sent with a letter to the King, was Bcizod by his 
officers and imprisoned in the province of Tigr£. 

Though I cannot, of course, vouch for the truth of these details, there is this much 
to lie said that, having confronted my informant with a native of Abyssinia, he shewed 
a perfect know ledge of that country. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY H. CALVERT. 


No. 131. 


Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received February 23.) 

(No. 17.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 11, 1865. 

I HAVE had occasion to call your Lordship’s attention to the movements of a 


certain Count Bisson, a Frenchman. 

Your Lordship, through Her Majesty’s Amhaasador at Paris, had asked how far 
the proceedings of this individual had the sanction and support of bis Government. 
The Minister of the Emperor had given such explanations as liad satisfied your Lord- 
ship that M. de Bisson had neither any official character nor support of the Govem- 


• Tbi« is Fl*d, the Swiss missionary.—R. G. C. 


ment He was simply desirous of settling up in the distant country to which his steps 
had been directed—Taka, on the frontiers of Egypt and Abyssinia. * 

Arrived, as previously narrated, in Khartoum about the middle of December 1863, 
with the staff necessary for carrying out his project of colonizing, amounting to eighty 
persons, with arms and munitions such as he deemed he would require. He further 
engaged about a hundred hands, and started for a place called Sufi, on the frontiers of 
the Tigre (sec Keith Johnstone’s map), where he announced his intention of settling. 

lie appears to have met with systematic opposition on the jiart of the Governor of 
the Soudan, and this to such an extent that, after remaining at Sufi only a few months, 
he abandoned his station, and passing through Egypt, proceeded to France, where ho 
formally complained of the treatment he had encountered. 

The French Government would apjwar to have entertained his complaint, for 
during the last summer M. Bisson returned here, and orders w'ere transmitted to the 
French Agent to send up an officer of his Consulate to investigate the facts. Accord¬ 
ingly, M. Gamier, the Elfcve Consul attached to the French Agency here, was sent up 
to Khartoum, accompanied by a Delegate from the Egyptian Government, and reached 
Khartoum in December. 

’Hiere is little doubt that the result of this inquiry will be a heavy claim preferred 
by Bisson on the Egyptian Government, which claim is very likely to be energetically 
supported by the French Agent. 

Complaints reach me from many quarters of the shamefUl conduct of the 
Governor of Soudan, Moozza Paslia, whose exactions on every European have become 
intolerable. 

A very serious cliargo has been brought against him by the unfortunate Dutch 
ladies, Mesdames Van (.’npellan and Tinne, which must become matter for serious 


of the Government. 


(Signed) 


while heavy 
I have, &c. 


ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


No. 132. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received February 23.) 

(No. 18. Confidential.) 

My Lord, _ Cairo, February 12, 1865. 

MR. CALVERT, on examining the Coptic priest, AM cl Melak, mentioned in my 
despatch No. 15, thought it important that he should arrive here os speedily as possible, 
having matter to communicate he wished should only meet my ear. lie accordingly sent 
him on to Suez by an English steamer, which was on the point of leaving Jeddah, 
paying his passage, and giving him funds to reach Cairo with all speed. 

Abd cl Melak reached this late on the evening of the 10th, and proceeded to the 
Consulate, where he was lodged. 

Yesterday he came out here, and after questioning him, I thought the nature of 
his communication to be such as to induce me to employ the gnatest precaution. I 
therefore* preferred entrusting to Mr. Ayrton the task of taking his declaration, as I 
have every confidence in his thorough knowledge of the character and language of 
these countries. 

Itour Lordship will find the result of Abdel Melek’s declaration, as made to 
Mr. Ayrton, in presence of my Secretary, also conversant with the Arabic language, in 
the annexed paper. The Arabic idiom lias lx*cn kept up throughout this paper, which 
carries with it a very singular appearance of truthfulness. 

It is not for me, ray Lord, to point out the importance of this paper, as requiring 
the very careful and immediate consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. I only 
pray tliat my mind may soon be relieved from a most painful weight w hich for several 
months has pressed on me, and I may inform your Lordship that the subject has 
attract'd considerable attention here. 

Were it not for one phrase in the document, I would at once have acted, and done 
all I could to extricate these unfortunate men from the position in which they are 
placed; but, my Lord, I do not feel myself authorized “ to give to the Aboona the 













assurance that Her Majesty’s Government will not demand reparation” for the insult 
done to one of her servants, and the injuries inflicted on her subjects. 

1 have no manner of doubt that the facts narrated by Abd el Melak are strictly 
true ; that the Abouna has been unceasing in his attempts to induce Theodore to free 
the prisoners ; that yielding to the Aboona's importunity, the King has demanded an 
assurance, not from the British Government, but from the Aboona, that no act of retri¬ 
bution sliall be made to follow on the liberation of the prisoners, and that the Aboona 
shall guarantee this by obtaining from Her Majesty’s Agent in Egypt a letter to that 
effect. The Aboona, of course, could not do this without communicating with me, 
and it is equally beyond ray power to answer him until specially instructed by your 
Lordship. 

Thus, Theodore has had some tact in not making it appear that he requires a 
promise of impunity from Her Majesty’s Government, but in leaving to the Aboona, 
who is not a member of his Government, the initiative of an arrangement to be made 
between him and Her Majesty’s Agent in Egypt, with the condition that it shall be 
satisfactory to Theodore himself. 

The question is whether, on this proposal, which, in itself, seems to open the door 
in a way to a resolution of existing difficulty, Her Majesty’s Government is prepared to 
forego future demand for reparation, and to allow the Aboona’s interference to have its 
course. I know of no means by which reparation could be obtained but force, nor do 
l see in the state in which affuirs now are any other course than availing ourselves of the 
informal office of the Aboona, the proposal of which I transmit in this hurried form, 
in the hope tliat it may reach your Lordship with the passing mail. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 

p,S.__On further questioning AM el Melak, he is of opinion that there is no 
present apprehension for the personal safety of the captives. 


Inclosure in No. 132. 

Statement of Abd-el-Melak, arrived at Cairo on a Miuum from the Aboona of Abyssinia to 
Her llritannic Majesty's Agent and Consul-General in Egypt . 

Abd-el-Melak states: 

»* I am a disciple (‘ telcmiz,’ but meaning here personal attendant) of the Patriarch 
of Abyssinia, Alxxma Abu Salameh, who resides at Gebel Tabor, winch is about three 
days’ ’journey southwards from Gondar, near the Lake Tsana, which is known as the 
water of Geziret Mariam (Isle of the Virgin Mary), after a much-venerated church 
dedicated to the Virgin built on an island in the lake. 1 left Gebel Tabor forty-one 
days ago—i. e., on the 2nd of January, 1805. The Sultan Theodore was on his return 
from Shun, but had not arrived at Goudar when I left Gebel Tabor. 1 have come on a 
mission from the Aboona of Abyssinia to the English Consul-General in Egypt. The 
cause is as follows: Captain Cameron, the English Consul, together with seven English 
missionaries (this number includes Germans), of whose names, on account of their 
heaviness, I cun only remember Stem and Rosenthal, were put in c hains and 
imprisoned by the Sultan. The Aboona interceded with the Sultan tor these prisoners, 
telling His Majesty that it was not just to dismiss the French Consul (M. Lcjean and 
to retain the English Consul and missionaries in captivity ; but the Sultan would not 
listen to the Aboona. Alrout ten months ago the Sultan left Gondar on an expedition 
toTignS. The Aboona accompanied His Majesty, and continued to urge upon him that 
he would incur blame by retaining the Consul and the missionaries prisoners. The 
Sultan for a time would not relent; but merely observed that whatever blame attached 
to his actions he would liear. The Aboona then urged tluit the prisoners should bo 
released from their chains and confinement and be confided to him, and that he would 
bo responsible for their presence whenever required. The Sultan acceded to this 
proposal, and sent officers with an order to accompany the Aboona to Gondar, where 
they wore delivered over into his keeping. They were immediately freed from their 
shackles and allowed to go at large on parole, but under the eyes of guardians. 
Captain Cam ?ron, Mr. 8tem, and Mr. Rosenthal were removed to Gebel Tabor (which 
is the name of a considerable town, as well as of the mountain on which the town is 
situated). The others were allowed to remain at Gondar, but wore permitted to visit 
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Gebel Tabor under charge of guards—reasonably often. Captain Cameron and 
Messrs. 8tem and Rosenthal were forbidden to leave the town of Gebel Tabor. Upon 
the return of the Sultan from his expedition in Tigr£, the Aboona continued to press 
upon His Majesty to allow the unconditional freedom and departure of the prisoners. 
In the end. His Majesty promised the Aboona to allow them to depart when lie should 
receive a letter from the English Consul-General in Egypt, certified by the Aboona, 
undertaking that the British Government would make no future question of their 
treatment or detention; the Aboona also holding himself personally responsible for 
the observance by the British Government of the undertaking by the Consul-General. 
At the suggestion of Captain Cameron, the Aboona wrote a letter to the Consul- 
General in Egypt to acquaint him with what bail transpired, and charged me to convey 
it to Cairo, giving me a second letter for Mr. Scknudor (Alexander), the British 
Consular Agent at Massowali, requesting him to write in my favour to the British 
Consul at Jeddah, aud to obtain for me such assistance as might lx* requisite for 
enabling mo to reach the British Consul-General in Egypt. 1 left Gebel Tabor, 
aceom|»ani<*d by a soldier, with these* letters, as I have stated, forty-one days ago. I 
knew that the Sultan had ordered the whole frontier of Abyssinia from Walmin (the 
first town in Abyssinia from the Egyptian frontier near Matemma) to towards 
Massowali to lx* watched, and all letters found on travellers to be taken from them, 
and, in consequence, I took the least-frequented route to Massowali; but, on reaching 
the ruined monastery known as Weir el Kharban, which is about three days’ journey 
before arriving at Kustan, which, again, is a good eight days’ journey short of 
Massowali, I was stopped by the Sultan’s watchers, who, discovering the letters on my 
person, took them from me, and tore them up into small pieces before my face. I was 
altogether twenty-four days on the road from Gebel Tabor to Massowali. I staid two 
days at Maasowah, where Mr. Rokander gave me a passage to Jeddah, and a totter to 
the English Consul (Mr. Calvert) there. I was eight days on the passage. At Jeddah 
I remained two days with the English Consul, who provided me with a jmssage in a 
steamer to Suez, and presented me with 5 dollars for defraying my expenses. After 
a voyage of four days, I reached Suez yesterday, and came on by railway to Cairo, 
where I presented myself with a totter given to me by the Consul’at Jeddah to the 
British Consulate. I was told I could not then see the Consul at Cairo; so I gave the 
letter to the lierMrry (gate-porter), who took it up stairs, and, on coming down, told 
me I could sleep for the night near him. This morning the Consul sent a envois for a 
donkey, and, returning me the letter I had brought from Jeddah, directed the donkey, 
boy to take me to the Consul-General’s house.” 

The above is w hat I have been able to obtain from Alxl el Melak, and, in effect, 
written down in English from his own words in Arabic. 

Cairo, 15 Ramadan, 1281 ( February 11, 1865). 

(Signed) F. AYRTON. 


No. 133. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received February 23.) 

(No. 19.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 12, 1865. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 18, just closed, I have the honour to inform 
your Lordship that, with the view of keeping Alxl el Mclek, the messenger of the 
Aboona of Abyssinia, as much as possible independent of extraneous influence, and to 
mark ray respect for his position by treating liim hospitably, I have lodged and boarded 
him at my expense. 

I think it would be well to mark still farther your Lordship's sense of the service* 
rendered by the Aboona, and of the faithftil way in which his messenger has performed 
those entrusted to him—that I should be authorised to transmit a few presents of 
trifling value to his Eminence, and to bestow a proportional like favour on the 
messenger; in both cases not to exceed (50/. or 70/. 

Your Lordship will perhaps have the goodness to telegraph in case of till* meeting 
your approval, that the little presents, if necessary, may be pre|>arod in time; so that, 
on receiving your Lordship’s instructions in full, no further delay in dispatching the 
messenger on his return may ensue. , , 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 
[73] ~ 2 H 
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Query : Approve present*. 


Minute . 


E. HAMMOND. 


No. 134. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell. —( Received February 23.) 

(No. 20.) • 

My Lord, Cairo, February 12, 1865, 7 P.M. 

SINCE writing the preceding, I have confronted Abd-el Melak with a gentleman 
who ha* been travelling in Abyssinia, and there appears no reason to doubt the man’s 
knowledge of the internal affair* of the country, or the authenticity of his statement*. 
He Hay* that the messenger sent by the English Wakeel (Rassam) who came from 
Aden, was Htoppcd at Kala, one station from Gondar, and the letter taken from him, 
and the messenger himself thrown into prison, where he now is. At Massowah, w here 
he would have been on the 27th January, he saw a British man-of-war, but did not 
think of going on board. 

From a conversation he heard at Massowah between Mr. Sekunder (see his state¬ 
ment) and another gentleman, ho inferred that the same Wakeel from Aden had gone 
to Cnssala in Taka, but he is not sure of the person referred to in the conversation. 
When ho left Abyssinia, Theodore was iu ormeu that he wtis only going to Massowah, 
and it is only by the secret orders of the Abooua that be came on here—which accounts 
for the great desire he has manifested to return immediately ; he prays that the fact of 
his being in Cairo or that hi* name may not be so published for the information to reach 
Theodore, who would, he is afraid, visit, him with serious consequences. 

I may add, my impression since this morning is that the overture of Theodore lias 
been probably the result of reflection caused by the continued presence of Her Majesty’* 
ship “ Victoria,” Captain Carpenter, at Massowah. 

I would venture to read to your Lordship’s mind that our position in Dice of 
Theodore is only this—that the Queen lias written him a friendly letter, of which the 
language does not go further than stating that some persons with the object of disturbing 
the good feeling subsisting between the King and llor Majesty had informed Her 
Majesty, that the King had imprisoned her servant Cameron, and some others, and 
begging him, if then 1 were any truth in the rumour to release them : and that letter, a* 
far as we know, ha* not lieen delivered. 

Your lx»rd*hip will excuse the broken form of this information, but it has come so 
close on post-time, that I have been obliged to record it piecemeal. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


No. 135. 

Memorandum by Mr. Hammond. 

I SUPPOSE I may tell the different applicants respecting the captive* that it 
would appear from information which has reached ller Majesty’s Agent and Consul- 
General in Egypt that, a* late a* the 2nd of January, Captain Cameron and the other 
European* were so far at liberty as to be relieved from chains and not in prison, 
though kept under strict surveillance. Captain Cameron, Me**r*. Stern and Rosenthal 
were at. Gilx*l Tabor, which place they wen 1 not allowed to leave; the others were at 
Gondar, but were allowed to visit Gibel Tabor. 

February 23, 1865. E. H. 
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ft o. 136. 

Mr. Hammond to Mrs. Stem. 0 

Madam, Foreign Office , February 23, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acquaint you it would appear, from information 
which ha* reached Her Majesty’s Affent and Consul-General in Egypt, and which ha* 
been this morning received from that office, that as late as the 2nu of January, last, 
Captain Cameron, and the other Europ*ans detained in Abyssinia, were so far at liberty 
as to be relieved from their chains and not to be confined in prison, though kept under 
strict surveillance. Captain Cameron, Messrs. Stem and Rosenthal were at Gibel 
Tabor which place they were not allowed to leave; the others were at Gondar, but 
were allowed to visit Gibel Tal>or. 

[You will have the goodness to communicate this letter to Mr. Homy Cecil, who 
seems to be residing in the same house with you.f] 

I am, «fec. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 137. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Colquhoun. 

(No. 8.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 27, 1865. 

I DID not receive until the 23rd instant., when it was too late to overtake by 
telegraph to Malta the mail of the 18th instant,, your despatch No. 18 of the 12tli 
instant, inclosing the statement respecting Captain Cameron and his companions in 
misfortune, which had been made by a messenger who had arrived at Alexandria with 
a communication to you from the Aboona of Abyssinia. 

The telegraphic communication with Alexandria being interrupted, I have had no 
opportunity of sending you instructions before the mail of to-day. 

I have now' to state to you that Her Majesty’s Government sanctions you returning 
an answer to the Aboona to the following effect: viz., that if the prisoner* are all set 
free, no further inquiry sluill be mode, nor reparation demanded. 

Her Majesty’s Government would wish also that it should lx? intimated to King 
Theodore, that the British Government desire to maintain friendly relations with him, 
but that it would be impossible for them to do so, if he were again to imprison and ill- 
treat any subject of ller Majesty. 

I must, however, leave it to you to judge of the time and manner in which this 
intimation should be conveyed to King Theodore, so as to avoid running any risk of 
imperrilling the lives of Captain Cameron and his companions. 

Mr. Rassam will be furnished by this mail for his information and guidance with 
the substance of this instruction. 

I have to add with reference to your despatch No. 19 of the 12th of February, 
that 1 approve of your making the presents to which you refer, and for the value of 
which you may draw upon me at thirty days’ sight. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 138. 

Colonel Adair to Earl Russell.—(Received February 27.) 

My Lord, 7, Audley Square, February 24, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge, with thanks, a communication from tho 
Foreign Office, dated 23rd instant, relative to Captain Cameron and his companions now 
prisoners in Abyssinia, which shall be duly communicated to the family. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALEX. SHAFTO ADAIR. 


• Similar letter* were addrrtaed to Colonel Adair, Mr. Lawrence Keren*, and Captain L. Dm bo rough. 

f To Captain Des borough only. 
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No. 139. 

Dr. Kerans to Earl Rustell.—(Received February 28.) 

My Lord, South Park t Ahascraah, Co. Galway, February 25, 1865. 

I BEG to return you my most grateful thanks for your kindness in so promptly 
having the account of the captives in Abyssinia forwarded to me. 

The account received by me this day is most satisfactory. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) LAURENCE C. RERAN8. 


No. 140. 

Mr. Calcy to Mr. Coles , March 3, 1865. 
[Asking for information respecting Consul Cameron.J 


No. 141. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Caley. 

8ir, Foreign Office, March 4, 1865. 

IN reply to your letter to Mr. Coles of the 3rd instant, I am directed by Earl 
Russell to inform you that it would appear from information which has reached Her 
Majesty's Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, and which was received from that officer 
on the 23rd ultimo, that as late as the 2nd of January last Captain Cameron and the 
other Europeans detained in Abyssinia were so far at lilx'rty as to Ik? relieved from their 
chains, and not to Ik? confined in prison, though kept under strict surveillance. 

Captain Cameron, Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal were at Gibel Tabor, which place 
they wen* not allowed to leave; the others were at Goudar, hut were allowed to visit 
Gibel Talior. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. IIAMMOND. 


No. 142. 

To War Office , March 11, 1865. 

[Five hundred muskets required for King Theodore.] 


No. 143. 

Mr. Merivalc to Mr. Hammond.—(Received uarch 18.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, jqarch 17, 1865. 

I AM directed by Sir Charles Wood to forward to you, for the information of 
Earl Russell, the accompanying copy of a letter recently received from Mr. Rassam, 
now employed on a special mission in Abyssinia, containing latest intelligence respecting 
Mr. Consul Cameron and other Europeans held in captivity by King Theodorus. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 
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Inclosure in No. 143. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Massowah , February 7, 1865. 

SINCE the date of my last letter of the 22nd ultimo no intelligence of anv 
importance lias reached this from Abyssinia, save some information which was brought 
down by the servants of one of the Europeans at Dubartoboot, named Bourgon, who 
said that the King hail taken all the Europinin prisoners with him to Shoa, and that 
Captain Cameron was badly treated; that His Majesty had made him accompany him 
on foot, and had recently had him severely beaten. 

I do not creilit this rumour, inasmuch as I hail before been informed of the same 
ill-treatment, and a few days afterwards the whole story was contradicted. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


No. 144. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received March 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, March 12, 1865. 

I RECE4VED your despatches Nos. 8 and 9 last night, and will strictly conform 
myself to your Lordship's instructions. 


No. 145. 


Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received March 27.) 


(No. 34.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 11, 1865. 

IT was with real satisfaction I received, three days ago, your Lordship's despatch 
No. 8 of the 27th ultimo. 


Since my despatches Nos. 18 and 19 to your Lordship, I have been carefully 
examining a number of persons who, by chance, happen to be in this city at this 
moment, with a view to ascertaining the apparent truth of the messenger, who 
announces himself as liaving been sent by the Aboona, and I must give as the result of 
mv inquiries and cross-examinations, my opinion tliat the story of Alwl-el-Melak is, in 
all respects, correct, although it be not put together with the ordinary intelligence of an 
educated man. 


Naturally I dwelt on the fact of Ills not having seen Mr. Rassam when passing 
Massowah. The treatment he had met with on the road, when his letters were takcu 
from liim and tom up, and when he narrowly escaped being sent back as a prisoner to 
Gondar, saved only by the influence of another priest, had rendered him very cautious 
of showing himself. Moreover, we gather from careful noting of dates, that lie reached 
Massowah on the 2Gth of January, and we have ascertained that Mr. Rassam hail 
quitted it on the 25th in the steani-ship " Victoria,” then in harbour; he said there 
was a ship of war there, and I actually find that the " Pantaloon ” had arrived and 
remained during “ Victoria’s ” absence. 

Mr. Rassam, it appears, had also, previously to his departure, visited the hot 
springs (Aileh) about six hours west of Massowah. Abd-cl-Melnk seems to have put 
this circumstance, as he gathered it from the conversation he overheard with that of the 
departure of the “ Victoria,” together, and inferred in his own mind that he, Rassam, 
had gone northwards. 

The Iskender, or Segunder, spoken of as an English Consular Agent, proves to be 
Munzinger, the French Agent. Allowance must be made for a confusion of names 
having a somewhat similar sound. 

M. Munzinger might, nay, ought to have written me by the messenger; he did not 
do so, but he must have written to others here, and this enables me to account for the 
fact of Abd-el-Melek’s arrival being known in Cairo; when I discovered this, I readily 
acceded to his wish to go up the Nile far some days to visit his mother, wlio resides at 
Bayalio, near Minieh. Since his return I have had difficulty in keeping him ; he has 
been urgent to take his departure; in fact, he seems to dread the reception he may 
meet with on his return if his absence be too long prolonged. 

I may be mistaken, my Lord, in the man, but I think not; and if I should be so, 
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it is one of the many caw* of intrigue wc meet with in the East; at least the present 
course offers an opening I am too glad to avail myself of. 

Meantime, firm in my good intention, and most anxious to save a countryman and 
colleague from a prolongation of sufferings which makes us shudder, and* which, I 
cannot ramceal from myself, have produced a very unpleasant effect on opinion here, I 
sliall act up to your Lordship's kind permission to take every step in my power to free 
the captives, using every precaution not to interfere in the least with the action of 
Mr. Hussain. 

I shall prepare a letter for the Aboona, as instructed by your Lordship, and shall 
accompany it with a few present* to render it the more acceptable. My letter will be 
in English, and to guard against any distortion of its sense I shall have it translated 
into Arabic, tho native language of the Aboona, by my own dragoman. Should it 
prove successful, I can, if afterwards desirable, in acknowledging his sendees, request 
bis Eminence to transmit to the King the intimation alluded to in the latter part of 
your lordship’s despatch. To do so at present would only irritate llis Majesty, and 
might even prove a source of danger to Captain Cameron. 

As Mr. llassom has lieen furnished w ith the substance of your Lordship’s instruc¬ 
tions to me, I think it will be best I should not write to him, in the uncertainty of 
where he may be. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 115. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merexoelher to the Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

®i r > Aden, March 5, 1865* 

I HAVE the honour to report that tho “ Victoria ” came in to-dav from Massowah 
bringing the intelligence given in tho accompanying copies of letter, Ac., from 
Mr. Rnssam. 

2. Though no communication has been received by that gentleman from the King, 
the feet of letters having arrived from Captain Cameron and others, is something gainc*d, 
and I hope on tho return of the King from Shoo, we may hear of intelligence more 
favourable to the unfortunate captives. 

3. Should King Theodorus persist in maintaining silence, and should no other 
instructions Im* received from England, I shall direct Mr. Rassam to return to Aden on 
May 1st to await further orders. 

•1. Nothing certain is known* alwut the success or otherwise of King Theodores 
against the rebels at Shoa. 

5. Copies of these letters will be sent to the Secretary of State for India, for 
communication to the Foreigu Office by the homew nrd mail expected here on the 7th 
instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 145. 

Mr. Rasfam to Lieutenant-Colonel Mer excel her. 

Maseoxcah, March 2, 1865. 

I IIA\ E the honour to report that the private messenger whom I had sent up on 
December 28 last to Captain Cameron with rice, sugar, and money, has come back, and 
brought with him four notes from the prisoners; two from Consul Cameron to me; one 
from the Rev. Mr. Stem to his wile; and the fourth from Mrs. Rosentlial to her 
mother. 

2. The notes of the former, which are nearly alike, I have copied word for word 
for the information of Government, and I annex to this letter, marked A. The notes of 
the other two l send herewith for transmission to their destination. 

3. I also send a short statement, B, of the messenger to show how he contrived to 
reach the prisoners, and what Captain Cameron had instructed him to tell me about 
my going up to tho King. 
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4. The messenger having informed me that Captain Cameron wished me to send 
him some things, and about 1,000 dollars to pay some debts which he had incurred since 
his imprisonment, I supplied him with the requisite articles, hut I felt somewhat reluc¬ 
tant to intrust him with so much money, fearing lest the greatness of the amount might 
excite the cupidity of the rapacious rebels or others who are now infesting the roads 
leading to Magtlalo, whereby my endeavours to keep up a regular communication with 
the prisoners might l>e frustrated, and lead to no end of trouble hereafter. I have, 
therefore, given him 250 dollars, and told him to ask Captain Cameron when he lmd an 
opportunity to write to me again to inform me of his wants. In my note to that gentle¬ 
man, which l sent up by the same messenger ou the 25th ultimo, I also asked him if I 
could douanything more for him. 

5. I have furthermore w-ritten to Mr. Flad at Gaffat. (who has lieen rendering 
pecuniary assistance* to Captain Cnmerou), to authorise him to draw upon me for 300 
dollars, to pay himself for what he had expended upon the prisoners, and which he 
might 1*' able to employ in future for their benefit. 

0. In paragraph 8 of my letter of January* 22, I mentioned that I had written to 
Messrs. Flad and Schimper at Gaffat, and requested them to send me some intelligence 
regarding the state of the prisoners, and to inform me what clmnee then* was for their 
liberation. To those letters 1 have received interesting answers of which 1 send here¬ 
with copies in German marked C, with their translation into English marked 1). 

7. There is one passage in one of the above letters which I cannot reconcile with 
the general of those w ho know* tho King’s habits and caprice well, nor w ith the repeated 
injunctions of Consul Cameron, Mr. Schimper (according to the translation), says, 
“ that as the Emperor Theodorus on ascending the Throne caused to be proclaimed that 
he prohibited no one from entering his kingdom, it can be accepted,” he concludes 
“ that you can come simply up.” It is well known tliat the King lias changed his 
mind ever since he became the supreme Ruler over Abyssinia more than hundred times, 
and even Mr. Scliimper himself admit* “that the instructions of His Imperial Majesty 
can change in time,” and have certainly changed since the intrusion of Count de Bisson 
with his forty European ail venturers in Abyssinia in 1862, and tho imprisonment of all 
the Europeans who called themselves English or French. 

8. It is worthy of remark tJrnt the King lias never been heard to soy since tho 
imprisonment of Consul Cameron, that he would not release tho prisoners until ho 
received the Queen's reply; on the contrary, ho made up his mind very often since 
then to release them, hut before he fulfilled his gracious promise something took place 
which made him change his intention. I waa told that one day (after, I believe, ho 
received my second letter) lie actually mentioned the hour when ho purposed to 
release the prisoners, hut as ill luck would have it, alsmt an hour or two before the 
time came, some treachery was discovered in his camp. He was so exasperated that 
he swore, instead of lessening the number of the prisoners, he would increase it: 
whereupon he imprisoned some of his Ministers, and a number of his leading men 
whom he fancied to have l>een implicated in the treason. 

1). It is very curious that when the Europeans at Gaffat went to the King in the 
month of November last to intercede for the liberation of the prisoners, he did not 
mention to them the Queen’s letter (as he knew very well that it was waiting for him at 
Massowah, and he had nothing to do but send for it), but said,according to Mr. Flad’s 
version, “ I will first see what the English at Massowah and the French in the Bogos 
(meaning Count de Bisson and his party) will do to me; it is possible I will make 
friends again.” 

10. This answer makes me suspect that the King would sooner give faith to any 
story told to him than release the prisoners, l>ecause surely he cannot but believe that 
our Queen would write to him in friendly terms (which 1 am certain he knows to l>e 
the cose), or I offer to go up to him myself if we had intended to use coercive measures 
against him. 

11. The (act of the case is, he wants to show his dignity by keeping mo waiting 
here, otherwise his original reason for imprisoning Captain Cameron was not altogether 
for what he calls being “ despised ” by the British Government; and when he set forth 
the non-arrival of the Queen’s answer ns the cause, he only did so for an excuse. 
Certainly the maltreatment of Mr. Stern and his imprisonment with Mr. and Mrs. Rosen¬ 
thal, which took place long before the arrest and confinement of Captain Cameron, lmd 
nothing to do with the non-arrival of the Queen’s letter, nor indeed was the imprison¬ 
ment of the French Consul M. Lejean (afterward released), nor of Messrs. Bardcl and 
Kerens. It is not customary in Abyssinia, nor with King Therodorus, to imprison the 
followers or friends of the offender, and this make* me suspect that the King had more 










the non-recoipt of the Queen. fetter. 
(I believe only pri “ 

12. In my letter to Mr. lU IdZ,Z ,‘hedtohi ,„ tFT* 
requi’stod him and Mr. Schlmper to use7heir brat lertfoe!* ' }*' tun ywterday, I 
reol cause of the King, delay in ans«.^„Tme I out *» »« the 

ar : s? at 

next, I l)eg to be infimn^^rther^e t °p he . Kin S before May 

mo to spend another hot season here and endeavour ; for . l Por ^P n A *»i™ wishes 

ship, desire through wmedSer^Ts orlZ^ *5^L- the 1 » ct of •>« Lori- 
the latter, I shall Sppom” a t^twoX r^n he^ J t?™ 8t A,i ™- Ia «» of 
wbreMhc King may ultimately, send, and transmit it to Aden for d'i.",M«d mmU ' 11Cati0n 

about the movem^u%f°Kk g Theodo^“Te to“il^sS. 116 '' pla00 

I liave, Ac, 

(8igned) H. RA8SAM. 

Inclosure 3 in No. 145. 

(A.) 

<W Cameron to Mr. Ra„am.-(Received by Mr. RlMam , February 2\, 1865.) 

WE have received the Memorandum* sl>o„t ti.„ 1 *. S, "f lala - January 17 , 1865. 
letters have reached. Wo thought thatThe second* h£d nht ^°'? Kn " land - Yo ''r two 
Mrs. Rosenthal and child, Stern, MeKelvie Hanld ?1 tam ? tl ““»»■ Mr. and 
Kerans are here. The bearer will R ive part^e’t,lam w? „ ,T' W Pietro - »"<• 

have been supplied with the well God, and 

no.uffer.ng to speak of on that score. Kennswasdl nll i* ?“* T have had 
again now. Write to his father, I)r Kerans 7rfffh.lt, . , hut is strong 

here lmtlle all calculation. You will get all news^ieXro T"' “ all . ri » h ‘- Things 
!! S®? 4 * 1 B 'tppose. Thanks dear liassam for evT^ I • » mu *‘ keep on hoping 

1 layfair.1 and write a line to Hertslet** to’sly I amVtilTnliv Be “f mber mp to dear 
who accompany your mossougers. } 8tUI a “' re - “d reward the people 

Yours truly, 

___ (Signed) c. D. C. 


WF. have received the note Wo ™ Magda la, January 17, 1865. 

Mr and Mr,. Eosenthal (the laker had ■» answer. 
David Pietro, and Kerans are here. Mrs ?<Znt L ^n; Kplvie ’ Maeraire, 

{rood health and have luul the means of obtaiW S L w 5 e a "‘ a11 * 

lather, l>r. Kerans, of Galway, to say his son is stmnr, ” ■ /; Wn f® U) Kerans’ 

winter. The climate here is g<xxl * so we hoiM* tl» f i ^ ln ', }^ ( ' T T a ® during the 

ReineinlH* r me to Playfair, and write to HerUl^to sav l am wdl ** j T e ® rin ff "'<>**. 
to hold on to the end. Let Dr. Kerans write to \f«k' *1 • • am * <k),n " mv best 

**" of him. He is in strong ll^um 1 “ ^ 

Yours ever, 

(Signed) c. D. C. 


* T1 ,WU * h t,er *° F1 * d ’ * Iluded 10 “ m - T ***** of Decen> ber 2, parigriph 3. 

t Supofodby **"' ‘° K '° g Th<,odor *» trough the N*ib of Arketko. 

i ThtpT*W nln *- 1 “> b«. 
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(B.) 

Prfas of the intelligence brought dotm by Waldee Marumi bin Fontah, the Private Messenger 

who was sent up with Provisions to Consul Cameron on the 28 th of November, 1864. 

I left this place on the 28th November last with two donkeys laden with rice, 
sugar, and fifty dollars, which you gave me to take up to Consul Cameron. 

On reaching Azaga, in Hamusain, cm the 4th day, I found that Shakit, the wife of 
Dejaj Maraud (the ex-Govemor-Geneml of Hamusain), was going to join her husband 
who was in captivity with King Theodorua. As I knew that the said Dejaj Maraud 
was confined in the* King’s camp not far from the European prisoners, I thought it a 
gcKxl opportunity to accompany h<-r suite; so after I waited three days at Asnja w«‘ 
left lor Dubastohoot, and went up by way of Sacoota. We reached the‘latter plueo in 
thirteen days, and on arriving there we heard that the King hail gone into Slum, and 
that he hail left all the prisoners, luitli Europeans and natives, at Magdala; so we 
continued our journey thitherward, and reached Labubola, in the district of Lasta in 
three days. There we met Wakshamu Goliasay, one of the chief leaders of the rebels. 

As Dejaj Maraad is very much respected by the rebels, of course his wife was well 
received by the pn*s.*nt Chief of Lasta, Wakshama Gobazay. After we spent two days 
with them, we started off and reached Lalamjce, below Magdala, in eleven days. I had 
informed Shakit of my secret servici*. and when she sent to her husband Maraud to 
inform him of her arrival, she likewise apprized him of my business. Maraad, who 
has always shown a great friendship for the Consul, acquainted him with mv arrival. 
The Consul asked him to ki^p the affair private, and to oblige him by allowing me to 
enter the citadel as one of his servants, which request he most willingly complied with. 

As soon as the Dejaj got us permission from the guard to join him, we went up 
and I took up my quarters with the imprisoned Chief. Afterwards the Dejaj consulted 
vyith the Consul as to the safest way of mv having an interview with him. They agm*d 
that the Consul was to feign sickness, and that 1 should take some mead for him from 
the Dejaj. Accordingly I repaired to the Consul’s quartern the next morning, and 
delivered to him your Memorandum and the note you had written to Mr. Plad. He 
told me that as lie wished me to return to Maasowah at once, he would forward the 
note by one of his servants. 1 delivered to him all your messages, and he asked me to 
tell you in return to take care not to go up to Abyssinia before you receive un answer 
from the King, or to wait for a more propitious time. 

Every prisoner is now chained singly, or their fetters have been transferred from 
their w rists to their legs. 

The mountain on which the prisoners are placed is about five miles in circum¬ 
ference, and very high. It would take a good walker at least an hour and u-hali 
to walk up to the top. There is only one narrow* way to go up to it. There are 
about 3,000 men garrisoning it. There is abundance of good water, but all the fowl 
has to lie obtained from lielow. 

Aboonu Salama, the llishop of Abyssinia, is a prisoner at Magdala, but he is not 
chained. It is not true tliat Maslieesha, the sou of King Thcodorus, is in prison. He 
is with his father. 

\\ hen 1 left Magdala the King was still in Slioa, where he hail been engaged in 
fighting, but no one knew the result, excepting that he had lost a great number of his 
followers. 

1 heard from Ibrahim, brother of Samuel, the King’s steward, that your messengers 
were staging with his brother, and tliat Jlis Majesty had made it known tluit as the 
English had kept him waiting two years for an answer to his letter, he would likewise 
make them wait at Massowah the same time. 

Consul Cameron gave me the notes I brought down to you three days after mv 
arrival at Magdala, hut 1 could not leave till seven days after, because the Consul hail 
asked Dejaj Maraad to send some of his followers with me. He knew that by mv 
having sueli men with me I should be taken both by the Royalists and by the rebels 
as a follower of Dejaj Maraad, the latter Chief sent two men with me who accompanied 
me hither, and they intend to return with me to Magdala. 

In consequence of the general insecurity of the reads just now* all over Abyssinia, 
travellers have to use every precaution to guard against being made prisoners'hv the 
King s followers, or plundered by the rebels. This is the reason why it has taken me 
so long to go up and come down. 

Before me at Massowah, this 22nd of February, 1805. 

(Signed) H. 11A8SAM. 
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(C.) 

The Rev. T. M. Flad to Mr. Rassam. 


Sir, Gaffat , January 26, 1865. 

Your letter of December 20 I received on the 26th January from your servant 
who hud two month* ago been with me, a# on that occasion he brought no letter from 
you. I did not trust him with any written communication for you, r.e., bmauso I could 
not trust the servant, and am myself obliged to use all precautions, being myself a 
prisoner, although I at that time much wished to give you accurate information, as this 
man has now brought me a letter from you. I will, as far as advisable, answer your 
questions. The prisoners are Captain Cameron and two English subjects, and two other 
Europeans all in the Consul's service; further, two Missionaries of the London Jewish 
Missionary Society, viz., Mr. Stern and Mr. Rosenthal, the latter with a wife and child. 
His wife is an Englishwomans further, a Frenchman named Bardel, who was in the 
service of the Emperor of Abyssinia, by whom he was put in prison for personal offences. 
Mr. Stem was seized in October 1863 on his journey from Gondar to Massownh, where he 
happened to meet the King, lie was beaten and brought back by the Kiug in his carriage, 
and all his journals were translated. Among Mr. Stem’s papers was found a report by 
M. Rosenthal which was likewise translated. The translation was made by the above- 
uamed Frenchman, named Bardel, and not in favour of the Europeans. The translated 
pejMT* of both Messrs. Stem and Rosenthal contained facts and descriptions touching 
the Emperor’s mode of government, which greatly incensed him and induced him to wise 
all the Missionaries of the London and Scotch Societies,and to confiscate their property. 
As the Emperor, however, still expected to receive an answer to his letter addressed to 
the Queen of England, he released, besides Messrs. Rosenthal and Stern, all the 
Missionaries, and returned them their proix»rty. When Mr. Stem was imprisoned, I 
received a communication- from Captain Cameron, lagging ms to come to him and 
assist him in endeavouring to effect the release of Mr. Stem. The Consul did everything 
that under tlm circumstances could be done. I myself went without being summoned 
to His Majesty to use my influence in favour of Mr. Stern, but could aflW t an allevia¬ 
tion of his imprisonment. All our endeavours to effect his total release utterly failed. 

In November, 1863, Captain Cameron received a communication from the Minister 
of Foreign A flairs acknowledging the receipt of Her Majesty’s letter of 1862. and of the 
Consul’s Report. In the same letter the Consul received the order from the Ministry to 
proceed immediately to his station at Massowih, a circumstance which he reported in a 
respectful and polite manner to the Emperor. As the Consul liad received a reply to 
his letters, which was denied to Rm|>cror Theodoras, he felt himself not only much 
hurt, but even slighted by the English Government, and considered all friendly relations 
broken off. 


From this time the Consul and all the Missionaries were invited to the Royal 
camps, where we were guarded. Five weeks after the arrival of the Consul’s letters*he 
forwarded a modest ami polite petition to His Majesty for permission to return to 
Mnssowah, in accordance with the orders of his Government. Hereupon wo were all 
called in the presence of the Emperor. 

The Consul was asked if he were the Ambassador of the Queen of England, to 
which question he replied in the affirmative. The Emperor then said, 44 Why does your 
Government despise me? Have I not scut a letter through you to your Queen? Why 
do 1 not get an answer? Why doe* the Queen of England slight me? Am I not 
Emperor in my country as she is Queen in England? therein the Consul replied that 
he felt convinced that his Government would answer His Imperial Majesty's letter. 
Well, replied the Emperor, until I receive an answer to my letter to the Queen id' 
England 1 shall detain you as my prisoners. Upon this the Consul and all his j>eople 
wort* bound. Among these were also two Germans, Chasseurs of the Duke of Saxe 
Coburg Gotha, Messrs. Hhiller and Easier, and two Missionaries of the Scotch Jewish 
Mission, Messrs. Steigers and Braudels; I, and Mr. Cornelius Josrpluiow*, Missionaries 
of the London Society, were (as standing under British protection) likewise put in 
ohains. I, more especially, because I had received the Consul ns a guest in my house 
during the mins and had frequently served as an interpreter of his letters to His 
Majesty. We all remained together from January 3 to February 3, when we Germaus, 
through the intercession of our friends at Gafl'nt, were liberated Sy liis Majesty aud 
brought to Oaffut where we wore obliged to remain, anxiously awaiting the liberation of 
'the Consul, which would ensure our freedom also. 

Shortly after oar liberation the Cousul aud two of his fellow-prisoners were put to 


the torture tc force from them confessions as to who had given Messrs. Stem and 
Rosenthal the above-mentioned information respecting the Emperor. The prisoners 
during the rains had to pass these evil times in close confinement, while the food they 
received from the Emperor was so scant that they certainly would have died of hunger 
if I had not been able to furnish them with money from this place. 

It is still much to be feared that unless speedy relief arrives from England, these 
people will perish of want and misery should they nave to pass another rainy season in 
chains. It is a mercy that hitherto I have been able to provide them with money. 
Should (as might possibly occur) this be betrayed, I should lie no longer able to nfford 
them assistance. May God avert such a calamity, for in that case these people must 
become the victims of starvation. 

About three months ago His Majesty the Emperor passed through this place, and 
brought the princess with him. The German gentlemen at Gaffat went several times 
to the Emperor and begged him on their knees to iilx'ratc the Consul and the rest .of 
the prisoners, but w ithout effect. The Emperor said, 44 I will first see what the English 
at Massowah and the French at Bagos mean to do. If possible I will effect a reconcilia¬ 
tion.” The Emperor sent the prisoners to the hill fort of Magdala, where' chains were 
again put on their feet, and where (as the Consul shortly wrote) they were treated as 
the commonest Abyssinian prisoners. 

From sure sources I have heard that both your letters have reached II is .Majesty. 
The reason why you receive no answer is, that the King considers himself slighted by 
the English Government and wishes to retaliate. 

To vour question 44 What can bo done for the release of the prisoners P ” I can give 
you no better advice than to send Her Majesty's letter to the Emperor. But the letter 
must he signed by the Queen, or have the seal of the realm attached, or it w ill not be 
acknowledged as* a legal document. Should this proceeding prove ineffectual, your 
Government will best know what it has to do to decide the question. I have to request 
that you will on no account mention my name to the Abyssinian spies by whom you 
are surrounded, nor to the Emperor. If it were suspected that I correspond* *d with 
you, I with my wife and children would be instantly nanged. I am always at your 
sendee, but please to write to me in German. The German language is the safest 
here. 

With respect and esteem, 

(Signed) T. M. FLAD. 


CD.) 

M. Schimper to Mr. Rassam. 

Qajfnt y January 26, 1805. 

Your letter of the 26th ultimo reached me to-day, and I hasten to reply. 
Mr. Cameron arrived in Abyssinia in July (August) 1862, accredited to His Ethiopian 
Majesty Theodorus. He was received with distinction and friendship, and on taking 
leave at the end of the year was requested to forward a letter from the Emperor Theodorus 
to Her Majesty the Queen of England and to return with the answer. Mr. Cameron 
duly forwarded the letter, and after its despatch returned, in 1863, to Gondar, hoping 
shortly to receive the answer then*. In this way he wished to gain time, a“ a native 
carrier (runner) in these countries makes quicker progress than a foreign traveller. The 
hope of Mr. Cameron was not realised. After long waiting he received, instead of the 
answer, an order from the Government to return to Massowah without delay. Mr. Cameron 
now found himself in a difficult position. Trusting to the friendly feeling of England 
towards Abyssinia, he had promised the Emperor Theodorus a favourable answer. In 
accordance with his duty, he was obliged to acquaint His Etliiopinn Majesty with the 
order he liad received. The Abyssinian Emperor felt himself aggrieved. England had 
sent him a Consul, and when he replied to this attention by writing, he received so 
answer, lie regarded this silence nit only as the suspension of all friendly relations, 
but as a pononal slight. Mr. Cameron, who was regarded as the bearer of desired 
political relations, was put in chains, in which he yet lingers. 

Permit me to inform you that in this case then* exists a misunderstanding on both 
sides. Here, where for centuries the temporary Potentate has been absolute autocrat 
in his dominions, in this country, which has never had political relatuns with foreign 
countries, they cannot understand that in other states a Minister or other Member of 
the Government can be nominated to enter into important political relations with other 
countries by the head of the Government, they therefore cannot understand why answers 

















126 


on such important subjects should not always be quickly sent. The state of things in 
this country has not been sufficiently taken iuto consideration in England, and in the 
mean time Mr. Cameron is the victim of this misunderstanding. Your question is 
What are the means to effect the release of the prisoners ? 

The arrival of a letter from your Queen. 

As the Emperor Thoodorus made; known, on commencing his reign, that he would 
prevent no one from visiting his country, it may lie concluded that you may come 
without ceremony but you will return without effecting your purpose, or may lieriblv 
share the fate ot Mr. Cameron, as his intercessor, if you arrive without a letterfrom Her 
Majesty the Queen of England. You give me to understand that you have a commu¬ 
nication from your Queen to present; this, as before said, would Ik? the means of setting 
all our prisoners free. Hut there remains to observe that a letter of this kind, to be 
considered authentic here, must, in accordance with the custom of the country, have 
the seal of the realm affixed. Although I am only giving utterance to a personal 
opinion, for whose perfect correctness I cannot be held responsible, inasmuch as the 
views of I is Ethiopie Majesty may in tin* meantime change, yet it will Ik? possible for 
you to take d m the meantime into consideration. I add tin- presumed opinion that 
Ills Etluopie Majesty will answer no letter respecting the prisoners before receiving a 
ettor from Her Majesty the Queen of England,—an autographic letter, of the authen¬ 
ticity of which there can be no question. At the time when Mr. Cameron was arrested, 
all Europeans w his employ met the same fate, viz., two young Englishmen in his 
sen ice, named Clarence and Richard; a Frenchman from Alsace, named Makerer 
who from want, had taken service with Mr. Cameron ; an Italian named Petros, who 
uis been many years in Abyssinia without trade or object, and who often went to 
Mr < umeron s house appealing to his generosity. Tlu*se four men, who are regarded 
as Air. Cameron g dependents, are, as lie is, in chains in the hill fort of AIa<-dala 
Mr ( ameron was arrested on January 3, 1864, and at the same time all Europeans then 
m Gondar were put in durance, because they had, as in duty lxmrnl, frequently visited 
him I hey are Messrs Had, Steigers, and Brandeis, all three missionaries of the 
English Society for the Conversion of Abyssinian Jews; further, the two chasseurs of 
IHs Highness the reigning Duke of Saxe Coburg Gotha, named Essler and Schiller 
The latter five were after a time liberated, hut ordered to Goffat, where they must 
remain, probably until the solution of the Cameron question. The Duke of Cobura 
Gotha left Ins two chasseurs with Cameron, or under his surveillance, who, through 
interest in them, had included them among his dejiendents. About two months prior 
to tins, Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal, missionaries of the English Missionary Society 
were put m irons, because they had written against the Emperor and his system of 
Government. I heir letters wore intercepted and translated by a Frenchman named 
Bartlel, who came to Abyssinia in the year 1802, and attached himself as a servant to the 
Ernwror lheodorus. In this capacity he was sent to Paris, and, on his return, to the 
Turkish 1 lUiha in Scimitar. -is Ins endeavour had not proved in accordance with the 
desires of His Etlnopie Majesty, and lie had probably also excited suspicion, he was nut 
m irons, and is at present in the hill fort of Magdala. I only speak of this man to give 
you to understand that he has no particular interest. 

There are therefore imprisoned at Magdala :— 

Mr. Cameron and four servants ... 5 

Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal . . ’ 9 

Bardel. I 1 

8 

Their position must be a painful one. Through Mr. Find, a little money has been 
sent them. In conclusion, the observation that at present llis Majesty the Emperor 
Iheodorus is out on a campaign against the Gallas, but is soon expected to return 
Regretting that circumstances prevent me from writing to-day more explicitly I bar tn 
offer ray services. * 1 * ’ ® 

(Signed) DR. G. H. GUILL. SCI11MPER. 

(Barou de Eurstenbaeh.) 
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No. 146. 

Mr. Hammond to Mrs. Stem. 0 

Madam, Foreign Office, March 27, 1665. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acquaint you that copies of two papers, dated 
Magdala, 17th January, which Captain Cameron found means of forwarding to 
MrfRassam at MmsRowah, have been this morning received from the latter gentleman, 
in a despatch dated Massowah, 2nd March. 

Captain Cameron states, that Mr. and Mrs. Rosenthal and child, Messrs. Stern, 
McKelvie, Bardel, Macruire, David Pietro, and Kerens, wore with him. They were nil 
well. Mr. Kerens was ill all the winter, but was then strong again. 

1 have, &o. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 1 47. 

Dr. Beke to Earl Russell.—(Received April I.) 

My Lord, Beketboume , March 31, 1865. 

WITH reference to the letter which I had the honour to address to your Ixmiship 
on the 13th February,t and to the interview with w hich your 1/mlship favour* d me on 
the 17th of the same month, I now beg leave to renew' the offer of my services, with a 
view to the liberation of Mr. Consul Cameron and the other British captives in 
Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKK. 


Minute. 

1 should he glad to see him again after the 26th instant. 


No. 148. 

Memorandum by Mr. Murray. 

CAPTAIN CAMERON was appointed Consul at Massowah, June 80, I860, lie 
was then Vice-Consul at Poti. On his road home he took military notes, which he 
embodied in a highly approved narrative; but he took advantage of the plea of writing 
out this narrative in order to delay going to Massowah; and it was not till lie was told 
[verbally] in November 1801,$ that, if he did not, instantly start, the question would be 
raised of cancelling bis commission, that he left England; and lie arrived at Massowah 

in February 1862. , , 

As he was at first engaged with Duke of Saxe Coburg, it was not until May 1802 
that be proceeded to visit the King of Abyssinia, with a view, or rather in obedience 
to orders, for the purpose of delivering presents from the Queen, and a letter from 

Lord Russell. . 

Instead of confining himself to this object, he entered into the polities of the 
country, and remained at Gondar; and in October 1862, he sent a letter from King 
Theodore to tin* Queen, requesting Her Majesty to receive an Abyssinian Embassy. 
Captain Cameron, at the same time, made various extravagant suggestions, showing 
that he was much too desirous of mixing himself up with local matters w ith which Her 
Majesty’s Government did not wish to interfere; and he was accordingly told, in 
April 1863, not to meddle with Abyssinian affairs, but to return to Massowah. 

Captain Cameron’s despatch, with the King’s let tor to the Qu<*en, was sent to the 
Indian Office in May 1863, and there it appears to have laid, altogether unnoticed, till 
May 1864, w hen it was returned, without comment, to the Foreign Office. 

’ Meanwhile Captain Cameron was imprisoned by King Theodore; tlrnt is, so far as 
appears from information received, Captain Cameron and other Europeans were in the 

• Similar letter* were addreaaed to Colonel Adair. Captain Ueaborough, Dr. Reran*, and Mr. Cah>y. 

♦ On March 20. 1861. Consul Cameron wa* written to officially, and UAA not to leave England until he had 

iten Mr. Stem. *ho wa* shortly expected to arrive in England from Abvssmia. C>n Augu.t 17, 186 , ha 
reported that he had seen Mr. Stem, and expressed his readme** to start for htt post. Hi. Report occupied two 
thick folio volume*.— E. He«tsl*t. December 20, 1867. _ T 
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n,m " t °, t T’ W 1M ?' Mith n ' ferenee to the proceedings of a 
i ( age it (M. Txjjean), and lie was subsequently imprisoned l localise as is alleged 
no Queen s letter to King Theodore reaehed him 1 ’ ^ 

The detention was first heard of by Mr. Colquhoun at Cairo, in February 1804; 
u 1 i was instructed, in March 1864, to communicate with the Resident at Aden, with 
i' . 1 ? P r ‘ K * u ”‘ \ a pin i n Cameron s release. Rut, as no force could be used it was 
uhmuKoly decided ini June 1864, to send Mr. Rossam, Secretary to thTpoliS 
R4 Hiden at Aden, to Massowah, with a letter from the Queen to King Tlieodore and 
with instructions to endeavour to deliver it. ^ ll,eouore * an(l 

Mr. Rassain arrived at Massowah in July 1864; but King Tlieodore has treated 
delil"; 3nd UaS n0t him a to ^le him to 

Foreign Office, April 3, 1865. j MURRAY 


No. 149. 

(No 39 , Mr - Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—^Received April 5.) 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 34 of the 11th inst^'^I^have^ntm^the 
of AbvUinia a,1Km,t ^ yOUr ^ and translation of my letter to the Aboona 

” ,pOTto .° fthe . sta *?° f ^Aby^m*,differing much in 
• nor, hut almost all concur in saying the captive* were “still in irons ” As flies#, 
reached me, I continued to cross-question Abd-ol-Mclak. The resih on inv mindZ 

oHhe ,,l< 7r r ,rNl 1, *l M,p, 7 lc « i » that the Copt’s story is true and consistent ; informed 
of (he conflicting report.,, he persisted in saying he saw Captain Cameron She 
Aboona without irons. Of course lie knows naught of what may have since transpired 
with one «u oannoious as the King is reported to he. transpired, 

lciieJ ) \M , '7 v* 1 *V 'v < ‘ < ‘ ,lam Abbe Stella, who liad sueeecded in escaping from (ialaat 

11 0<mfill, ‘ ntlal fri,-ml of the Aboona, had seen him previously to 

u..ym!li,m‘lo nm/ for M “ hs ""“ l ‘’ b,,t ,li<1 not kn, >"’ 1* dunged with 

Under these circumstances I have determined on following out mv orurinal nine 
of giving faith to A Kl-el-Melak and sending him hack. Jle leaves in a Zv hvs as 
siion as i hear of a Wt for .led.. lie uill ,,e consigned to .Mr.VaU-ert'Znm ’ wU 0 

™i5 3T !° Massmi all. from whirl. place lie must trust to Ids ow£ 
tunning to make Ins way to wherever the Aboona mav Ik*. 

feu- ui'V **‘ VS< ' lf l . K,Und to Iwive ,10 unturned to gain our end, for I much 
-lr. Rassain s mission may prove unsuccessful from many causes. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosure in No. 1 49. 

Mr. Colquhoun to the Aboona Salama. 

Most Reverend 8ir, r . ,, . 

}. ^ lld the satisfaction to receive, from your folio vvur^Ahd ni v 

the friendly eoiun.imi^tion ivhieh you desinsl to make to me in writing l ut wh eh' 

I ». te S| ’, r 8 M ‘V‘’ 8ty Ulc only mu licl me verbally, and on my Zr,' 

] Jour ivmmenee ,n peaei* and rood-will, and in the name of the Holy Tri “tv 

and ol our common Christianity, invoke blessings on your head and favour fi\ P v * •' 
the sight of His Majesty and limy that the Good ^tC 

you Iirny Ik. able faithfuily ami profitably to minister to the large flock 1 imms^ kv 
Him to jour spiritual guidance, and by the same grace, and His Majesty’s favour tn 

Abyssinia! '' ' he "** ° f fri ™ <ls ' C °™' cineron! Z fi'wfc £ 

showm°™ hSSf rfS nl T'- V T t0 knr '"’ the kin<1 ? nw Kminenee has 

behalf of these friends who have now been absent from ua in Abyssinia a 

we^u'^gM to weUm™: ? ^ EminPnw ' s furth " -*•** **•> ^'^j-ty. 


• No. 143. 
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I beg vou to accept the expression of my deep gratitude for all the kindmjss and 
Chniia^efiarity* manifested to our friends, and to continue to assure Ills Maj.styof 

“ V might be raised about the detention of 

than in accordance with the moat friendly dispositions towanls 11 , 1.0 ^^ ^ aU 

S5xyTto»fi«'«. ««»■<■ -* " ih " 

perwinSi^'frm'd t^ ~of by Ahd-el-Melak in 

token of mv esteem and friendship for you personally, a few presents, mentioned 

= Sultan and ha 0 Ills 

Kminenee as tl'u- Spiritual Pastor of His Majesty’s subjects, u> hi. 

merciful keeping, ^ su>)SOrilK . myse lf, with great sincerity, your Eminence's 

much obliged and faithful servant, -—r 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 

II is Eminence the most Reverend the 

Archbishop Metropolitan of Abyssinia. 

(L-S-) ____• 

Lint of Presents. 

,u ?srs 523 ?^^ 

case. . , . 

1 New Testament, Arabic, with concordance. 

1 Archbishop’s black scarf. 

1 White silk napkin, with which to bold cross. 

2 Pieces of Syrian black silk, with yellow stripe for dresses. 

2 Ditto of Trcbizond cloth. 

2 Ditto of English long cloth. 

2 Pairs of red leather shot's. 

20 Box-wood spoons. 

1 Pair of amber mouth-pieces for pines m ease. 

30 Pipe bowls (packed in small l>ox). _ 

12 Spare wooden tula's for mouth-pieces (m tin ease). 

1 Long wooden ease with slings, containing 

2 Jasmine pipes. . . 

6 Wires for cleaning pipes and tubes of mouth-pieces. 

1 Bale of Latakieh tobacco packed in canvass. 


No. 150. 

The Marquis of Hartington to Mr. Hammond.—(Received April 6.) 

War Office, April 3, 1865. 

8ir ’ IN rcfercnci* to your letter of the 11th ultimo marked Confidential/ nupecting 

SSaSSSsstt.'s sarft s st z r 

• No. 1S5. 
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marked T’tL^ouSdTi^adZC’to'vj^r* 

Government, Aden.” Mre8B » w z. I he Resident of the India 

I have, Ac. 

_ (Signed) HARTINGTON. 


Minute. 

to No. 100, ‘^Se^Rwhlerifo^S^y^r addressed, and numbered No. 1 

.Worm us ;hent°h e^^tnt ““ at ^ 


No. 151. 

Captain Desborough to Mr. Hammond.—(Received April G.) 

SlTj 

2.rK«"E,K.lS',S"taS’ .. . . -.'..p™ 

P £®^a^'St'aB H ii 

account for Mr Rassam’s fiulure'irT hi * * l U wai,t oi t ^ es0 ‘ Aments may 

5?r iQ •**» -V opinion, considering £ *J 

I have, Ac. 

(8igncd) L. DESBOROUGH. 


Minute. 


Inclosure in No. 151. 

Extract from the “ Pa// 3/ii/J Gazette" of April 1. 

M, STS lrt £ £?£ 

Z7T, 1 “ n K ° f . M '\ Mtor "’ s 1< '" < ‘ r - 11 “ written from (he hill fortress, or VdiIk. of 

Manila hi, and is touching enough to earn for the prisoners a little nitv thon-h it is 
obvious (hi our slmme) that after 18 months of unheeded misery, tl.oL jssir crater.* 
lmve ceased to rely upon the indignation » or the help of their coiuteynlen 

^“tihlS’lt r 1 "; imia Southrrn AbynHma. January 17, 1865. 

I nm „ , • 10 . m »"*'‘ s »falmost unparalleled sufferings have non rolled over me. That 

I am not mad sick, or dead must Is- entirely attributed to the promises of our Heavenly 
>a hor in which I confided, and to the visible in.edition of a gracious Provhlem'e 
nihet *” d ‘‘ r * ,le most tiring eireumstanees, I experienced. August It), 18<U, a letter 

e houell’t'that h wmd. **** <-0l,< ‘ hH in mmt friendly terms. 

W,'v!!l i .A c' “‘P** ,hp K,n " and our lihemtion. Our lioi^s were 

a Vnl doomed *° disappointment. More than 2 months ago, Captain Cameron his 

invsclf to«>eHiep an t’h* ° f . the namc of BanHMr. llosqutl^l, his wife,’and 

Amba’AfrliTL 1 ! w! 1 '5® nat ^ e prisoners, were conducted in chains to this 

flic Ims fntrn on a ’ as * P™oner, 1ms no fetters, but every one 

else has from 15 to 20 pounds of chain attached to his lags : 
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“ How long this misery will yet Last it is almost impossible to conjecture. I do not 
despair of deliverance; and if you and other kind friends continue their intercessions 
at the Throne of Grace, I cheri’sh the hope that this wrathful severity towards harmless 
missionaries and a well-disposed Consul will yet subserve the interests of civilization 
and the advancement of Christ’s kingdom. We are all well; my mind and nerves are 
only a little unhinged. 

“ God bless you and the dear children. 

“ Your imprisoned and suffering husband, 

(Signed) “Henry A. Stern.” 

This letter Mr. Layard may as well extract and lay by in darkness with other 
documents relating to the matter which have reached him from time to time since the 
end of 1808. Probably he secs the letter here for the first time. It is at least true 
that its publication has !>cen prohibited by certain persons. \\ hat reasons they had tor 
the prohibition, seeing how simple, how pious, how’ touching a letter it is, we must 
leave our readers to guess at present. Meanwhile, we wish all those whom it may 
concern distinctly to understand that Mrs. Stern is in no way responsible for the copy 
which has come into our hands. 

No doubt the letter from the British Government which Mr. Stern describes as 
having reached King Theodorus was one sent from Mr. ltassam, the Envoy at Massouah, 
and not an official letter from England. 


No. 152. 


Major Leueson to Earl Russell.—(Received April 6.) 

Mv Lord, 6, Lansdown Terrace West, Brighton, April , 1N(55. 

* 1 HAVE the honour to offer my services to proceed to Abyssinia for the purpose 
of negotiating the release of Captain Cameron, Her Majesty’s Consul, and the other 
persons now in confinement in that country, should your J/mlship require a volunteer 

for such an undertaking. , , , . , , , _ . . » 

Being accustomed to adventurous enterprises, having a good knowledge of Oriental 
languages, and understanding the character of the people, I believe that I should be 
able to obtain the lilieration of the captives without any very great risk to myself; at 
any rate I shall be only too glad to make the attempt, and in ease your Jxrdship 
should see fit to entrust me with the mission, no efforts shall be wanting on my part to 

attain success. „ „ , , . . 

I can refer your Lordship to the Secretary of State for the Colonies lor any 

information as to* my services, I having only lately returned from the west coast of 
Africa, on account of a severe wound received in a skirmish near Lagos, where 1 was 
Colonial Secretary. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) U. A. LEVESON. j 


Minutes. 

Query : Thanks for offer, hut no present occasion to accept it. 


E. H. 


Has Government of Aden sent an officer to Massowah ? 


R. 


No. 153. 

Earl Russell to Mr. Colguhoun . 

£o. 5. Consular.) 0 Jfc. f April 7, 1865. 

I HAVE been informed that the Queen’s letter to the King of Abyssinia, which, 
together with a copy, was sent to you in my Consular despatch No. 15 of the 10th of 
June,* to be translated into Amharic, and to Ik* forwarded with the translation to the 
Political Resident at Aden, to be by him transmitted to the King, has found its way to 
this country from Egypt, and 1ms been seen for the last six weeks by jicrsons uncon¬ 
nected with Her Majesty’s Government. Such a state of things could only have 

• No. 64. 
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* 


[73] 





arisen from some most culpable breach of confidence in some quarter or other; and I 
have to instruct you to make the m<*st searching inquiry into the matter, and report to 
me as soon as possible the result. 

I am, & c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 15*4. 

Lord Dufferin to Mr. Hammond.—(Received April 7.) 

Sir, India Office , April 7, 1865. 

WITH reference to Lord Wodohouse’s letter of the 16th of June, 1864,* in which 
it wan stated that Sir Charles Wood was willing to place Mr. Rassam at the disposal of 
the Foreign Office, with a view to his being employed on a special mission to Massowah 
and (Jondar, I am directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acquaint 
you that a letter 1ms been received from the Government of India requesting the 
confirmation of Her Majesty’s Government to an allowance of 400 nq>ccs per mensem, 
which has been granted to Sir. Easxam, in addition to his pay of 800 rujwes, during 
the time that lie may be so employed; and I am desired to state that this extra allow¬ 
ance, and any other extraordinary expenses which may be incurred on account of this 
mission, will be charged against the Imperial revenues. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) DUFFERIN. 


Minute. 

Concur. 

May 12, 1865. R. 


No. 155. 

Mr. Hammond to Captain Desborough. 

6* r » Foreign Office , April 8, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
5th instant suggesting that some English gentleman should 1 m* sent to Abyssinia with 
presents for King Theodore, in order to obtain the liberation of Captain Cameron and 
the other captives ; and I am to state to you in reply that the friends of the captives 
may depend on every exertion being used to effect their liberation, which Her Majesty's 
Government deem to Ik* most calculated for that object. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 156. 

Afr. Hammond to Dr. Beke. 

Sir. Foreign Office, April 8, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Bussell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
61st ultimo, and to thank you for your renewed offer of services* in the matter of 
procuring the nitration of Captain Cameron ami other captives in Abyssinia. 

His Lordship will Ik* glad to see you again alter the 20th instant.* 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 157. 

Mr. Murray to Major Leveson. 

8ir, Foreiqn Office , April 8, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter offering 
your services with a view to obtaining the release of Captain Cameron and the other 

• No. 56. 
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captives in Abyssinia ; and in reply I am to convey to you liis Lordship’s thanks for 
your offer, and to state to you that he has no present occasion to accept it. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 158. 

Earl Russell to Mr. Colquhoun. 

(No. 36.) 

Si r> Foreign Office , April 10, 1865. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 69 of the 21st ultimo,* respecting Captain 
Cameron and the other captives, and I have to state to you that l approve the 
letter you addressed to the Aboonn of Abyssinia on that subject, a translation of which 
is inclosed in your above-mentioned despatch. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 159. 

Dr. Beke to Earl Russell.—(Received April 18.) 

My Lord, Bekesboume , April 17, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Hammond’s letter of 
the 8th instant, intimating to me your Lordship’s desire* to see me again on the 
subject of my renewed offer of services, with a view to the liberation of Captain 
Cameron and the other captives in Abyssinia; and in reply I beg leave to say that l 
shall 1 m* happy to wait on your Lordship whenever you may lie pleased to command my 
attendance. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 160. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Layard.—(Received April 22.) 


gj r> Aden, /jarrh 26, 1865. 

t HAVE the honour to state, for the information of Earl Russell, that the 
despatches from the Foreign Office, dated 17th February la*t,t mu-lied me here on the 
15th instant, and as the steamer “ Victoria” was then lying in harbour ready, I thought 
it best to send her off at once with the amended letter from Her Majesty to King 
Theodoras, to ensure its reaching Mr. Hussain ut Massowah, and to enable him, if he 
had an opportunity to start with it for up-country without further delay, leaving the 
despatch of the officer to join him for the next opportunity. 

2. The “ Victoria” left this on the afternoon of the 15th, and returned yesterday 
bringing intelligence from Air. Rassam down to the 21st instant. Copy of his last 
Report to me is appended, and the first letter from Her Majesty is returned herewith 
as requested in your letter of the 17th ultimo. 

6. The “ Victoria” will leave again for Massowah to-morrow evening, and by her 
I am sending Lieutenant Prideaux, Third Assistant Resident here, to join Mr. Ransom, 
in accordance with the wish expressed by Lord Russell. 1 selected Lieutenant 
Pridcaux because lie has already worked with Mr. Rassam in this Residency, 
and has had some experience in the Political Department, besides having served for 
several years in Aden, lie would be more likely to l»c of assistance to Mr. Uassani, 
under w hom I have placed him, than any of the officers of the garrison, all of w hom 
have lately come to Aden, and most of them are scarcely even personally known to 
Air. Rassam. An officer from the garrison will temporarily fill Lieutenant Prideaux’s 
position during the latter’s absence. 

4. The muskets alluded to in your letter of the 17th February! have not been 
received, though the mail of the 10th Alarch arrived this morning. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed; W. L. MEREWETHER, 


\ No. 126. 




• No. 149. 


t No. 127. 
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Inclosurc in No. 160. 

Mr. Ha # sum to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewethcr. 

Sir, Mas/totrah, March 21, 1865. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, with 
accompaniments, including a revised letter from Her Majesty to King Theodoras, and 
I beg to return herewith the former Royal letter for re-transmission to the Foreign 
Office. 

2. The reason I could not send lMick the “ Victoria” to Aden immediately after 
her arrival here was liecnuse I was awaiting fresh intelligence to send by her. 

3. One of in v private messengers, whom I had sent to Adowa for news, brought me 
a report that he had seen near that plaee a follower of the King, named Ibraheem, the 
brother of Samuel, the King’s Steward, who told him that lie was coming down to 
Massowah for the express purpose of seeing me on some imjx>rtant matter. 

t. It may lie reinemlxTcd [see the statement of the private messenger, Waldee 
Miriam, that accompanied my letter of the 2nd instant*], tlint this very Ibraheem was at 
Magdala as an officer of the garrison who guarded the prisoners when my messenger 
returned to me with letters from Captain Cameron; and this very fact makes mo 
anxious to know the object of his visit. 

5. I have been waiting for his arrival for the last fortnight. Indeed, he would 
have been hen* long ago if he hail not met, while on his wav down from Adowa, an 
Abyssinian Chief marching against some reliefs, w ho persuade! him to accompany him 
on his expedition. 

0. The expected arrival of this Abyssinian has prevented me from sending my 
third letter to the King. I wish to see, firstly, what news I shall get from him in 
order that 1 may know what to say to llis Majesty; and, secondly, 1 am desirous to 
engage him to carry the said letter himself to the King, as I learn that his brother 
Samuel has great influence with his Royal Master ; and the cn-opcration of tin* two 
brothers in our interest may bring about a speedy reconciliation between us and their 
Sovereign. 

7. You may rest assured that I shall spare no expense to obtain the liest informa¬ 
tion that can bo hod, and to expedite the success of my mission. 1 have never had 
any difficulty on this score, inasmuch as you have always been kind enough to afford 
me your host support in tin* matter of necessary expenses. 

8. W ith reference to the officer for whom Karl Russell has applied to In* associated 
with me on my mission, 1 do not think I eoukl do bettor tlmn entrust the selection to 
you. There have been so many changes in the Aden garrison since 1 left that I now 
scarcely know any one whom I could recommend for tin* post. 

ft. I shall f(*el extremely obliged bv your allowing the muskets which are expected 
out from England (for the purjxise of being presented to King Throdorus) to remain 
for the present at Aden. I do not think that their arrival here just now would conduce 
to the advancement of the object in view. 

10. It is most singular that no reliable information has been received of the move¬ 
ments of King Theodoras since he penetrated into Shoa. Some people say that he had 
Ix'en defeated several t imes, and is now quite hcnmu*d in by the rebels; and others declare 
that he has subdued nil tin* relx'ls, and is now acquiring an extension of territory from 
the Galbk. 1 am inclined to give credit to the latter rumour. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAAf. 


No. 161. 

Mr. Rassam to Mr. Lay aril .— (Received April 22.) 

(Private.) 

(Extract.) Mas»owah y March 21, 1865. 

1 FEEL quite confident that if King Theodoras would only hurry himself, and 
send for the Royal epistle which has Ix^en so much spoken about, he will forego his 
obstinacy, and resume his old friendly relations with England. Although I know that 
the queen’s reply will move him to do what is required of him, yet 1 do not believe 
that his whole grievance is centered in his not having had an answer from England as 
soon ns he wished. If that had been the ease he would luive mentioned the fact after 
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he imprisoned poor Cameron and the missionaries, and would indeed have sent for me 
to see what kina of a letter Her Majesty had written to him. 

You will see from the officials I forwarded on the 2nd instant, that the only cause 
he gave to the Germans who went to intermle for the liberation of the prisoners in 
November last, was that he wanted to see first what the English at Massowah and 
the French in Bogos would do to him before he should make friends again. Now that 
remark was neither more nor less than to throw dust in the eye* ; Ix'cause he knew at 
the time tliat I was readv to go up to him with a friendly letter, and not with a menace, 
as the purport of my letters and that of the Naih showed. He wax quite sure 
tliat tbe Naib could no more* deceive him ax to our intention than fly to the xky, for 
all the people of tliat Chief art* quite under the power of the King, and His Majesty 
has only to give the order, and the whole of the coast would lx* overran by the 
Christian Abyssinians, who would neither span* man nor woman. I expect that the 
King does not want to ndense the prisoners just ns yet, and that is the sole reason why 
he does not want rae to go up with the letter for the pn*sent. 

I have a gn»at presentiment that, as soon ax he n*tums from Shoa, lu* will do some¬ 
thing, either ndeasc the prisoners or send for me. 

I have not yet sent the third letter to the King, because a private messenger, 
whom I had sent up to Adowa for information about the movements of the Em|x»ror, 
informed me that he had met Ibraheem, the brother of the King's steward, near Adowa, 
who told ine that he wax coming down to me with some intelligence. I have been 
expecting him here for the last fortnight, but, juxt like all tln*se Abyssinions, time is of 
no object to them ; and so, instead of his coming down at once at Massowah, be is 
going about with the Governor of a Province to put down some relxdlion which lias 
sprang up within four days' journey from this place. 1 have great hopes that tl*»s man 
will make his ap|x*amnce Ixfforo the steamer starts tor Aden, and 1 shall lx* aide to toll 
you what the ujishot of his mission is. When my private messenger wax with the 
prisoners at Magdala, in January last, this man, Ibraheem, was one of the officers of 
the guard, and this fact alone makes me curious to know what In* is coming down for. 
I shall try to send him up with the third letter to the King. If In* will consent to go, 
he might prove of great use to us. 

1 am not going to send for the muskets just now, as it will not do to present them 
to the King before we know what his intention is regarding tin* prisoners. Moreover, 
the very fact of having so many muskets with me would make him suspicious towards 
me. When 1 go up and find that he is really earnest in regard to tin* renewal of 
his friendship with England, I could send down at once for them. Furthermore, if I 
send for them now and take them up with me when he sends for me, some evil-disposed 
people (of whom there is no lark) might tell him that we wished to bribe him, espe¬ 
cially as they see that I did not bring the fin*-arms with me at first. 

With regnnl to the officer about whom you have written to Colonel Merewethcr 
through Sir Charles Wood, I know no one at Aden just now who would suit me. 
8inoe I left Aden in July last, almost the whole garrison has changed, and I should 
not like to ask for the services of any one unless I was certain that we could get on 
well together. Before my coming here there wen* a groat number of officers who 
wished to accompany me, and now if I could get one of them (Lieutenant Chappie, of 
Her Majesty's 95th Regiment, at prosent in Hinde) I would most willingly take him 
with me as my com [Minion. However, I am going to write to Colonel Merewether 
upon the subject, anil will leave it to him to do ax he likex in the matter. I shall 
pity the poor officer who will lx* sent to spend the hot months hero, which I suppose 
will be the case if the King will not send for me before May. We have had it 
very hot lately, and for the last ten days the thermometer went up to 95 degn*cs in the 
coolest room 1 have, at noon. As I have a doctor with me, I would like some scientific 
officer to lie attached to my mission, ax he might prove of some use in making collec¬ 
tions and making a map. 

With reference to what the Abyssinian priest reported about the King’s readiness to 
release the prisoners if the Alxxma or Bishop of Abyssinia would give a [x*rsoual under¬ 
taking that the British Government would not demand any ro|Miration for the wrong 
done, I do not believe it, because, firstly, the poor Bishop himself is in the same 
position as the Europeans—they are all sharing the same fate, though the former is not 
m eliainx. Soon after I arrived hero a similar story was ro|x>rt<*d to me, hut with this 
difference, namely, tliat the King had sent for Cameron, and told him that he would 
release him forthwith provided he would pvc him a bond stating that the British 
Government would not retaliate for his imprisonment. Cameron had answered tliat he 
could not give such a bond; whereupon the King got very furious, and said that he 
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would keep him confined and see what help his Government could render him. 1 inquired 
partictilarly about thin rumour afterwards, and could find no clue to it. 

I find tliat the papers have taken up the Abyssinian affair in right good earnest, 
and if they do not take care they will do a gr<*at deal of liarm to the poor prisoners. 
There an* mischief-makers who will be ready to translate any bit of nonsense which 
they might think would put the King against us. One of the Bombay papers, called 
the “ Bombay Times," lias been abusing me like a pick-pocket, they make me out to 
lie a “ converted Mahometan," and just liecause I acted as your “ Macadum ” {& petty 
overseer of workmen) onw, I had been appointed to my present position. The article 
also goes on to say that I aiu afraid to go up to the King, nud tliat I preferred to 
prolong drawing my fine |»y. An officer of the Bombay Marine,* formerly in the 
Indian navy, was, it is supposed, a contributor to this article, and a reverend gentle¬ 
man,* the* editor of the paper who inserted it. Thank God, I liave never disgraced the 
English name wherever I went to, and all my friends know tliat there is no man in 
either Great Britain or Ireland who would lay down his life for the honour and glory 
of England sooner than I would. Of course every oue thinks that he could liave 
managed matters lietter, and would have released the prisoners sooner, as if the latter 
could he managed without going up to the* King. 

With regard to the slave traffic in this jiart of the world, 1 have hail an occasion 
to write to Government upon tin* subject some time ago; and as l believe all the slave 
reports are ultimately sent on to the Foreign Office, I suppose you will get mine ere 
this note reaches you. However, I will give you an outline of what I had done in the 
matter of slavery since l came hen*. I had not lieen at this place a week before 1 
found out tliat slaver)' was carried on in these localities on a large scale. The p«ior 
juvenile captives use to Is* transported from this coast to the Jeddah market and other 
ports on the Arabian aide of the Red Sea. The French Consul spoke to me on the 
ulatter, and wanted me to join him in an official protest against this inhuman practice. 
I told him that l did not think there was any Treaty existing between England, 
France, and Turkey, regarding the alsdition of the slave traffic in the lied Sea; and, 
therefore, I did not feel justified to interfere in a matter 1 had no business in. I 
thought afterwards that 1 could do no harm in shaking privately to the Kaimakam, 
Furtoo Effeudi, upon the subject, and to my great delight, no sooner I gave 
him some friendly hints tluiu he forthw ith ordered that all slaves brought down from 
the Gallacountry should heat once liberated; and when he was going nway he directed 
his locum trims, Abdallah Khalul, the chief merchant of this place*, to carry out his 
orders strictly ; and I am bound to say that that official acted very vigorously in the 
matter, and liberated a great uiuubcr of slaves during hi* tenure of office. About two 
months ago a new Kaimakam arrived hen* from Jeddah, and on my first interview 
with him upon the subject of slavery, not only he promised to cam* on the jiolicy of 
his predecessors, hut informed me that he wished to nip the slave traffic in the bud by 
establishing rules and regulations. He ordered that all native boats should obtain from 
the Customs’ authorities at Massowah before starting a correct let of all passengers and 
crew that the noklinda or master of the boat wished to carry, and that he must provide 
a security that he was not to allow any slave to 1m* embarked on hoard his vessel 
between the coast of Mussowah and {s>rt of discharge. That if he had to carry a 
passenger or increase his crew on the way, that is to say, if he touched at any place, bo 
was to enter the names of the new hands in the list before a competent authority. This 
Admirable rule wus acted upon most religiously, but unfortunately, it was but transi¬ 
tory, as superior orders arrived here from the Governor-General of the Hedjaz, directing 
the Kaimakam not to interfere in the Slave Trade lietw»*cu Massowah and the 
ports of the Hedjaz and its neighbourhood. No sooner this order was circulated than 
the dealers in liumnu flesh Ik'gan to make their appearance, and in less than a week I 
believe more than 200 slaves w ere collected in the vicinity of Massowah, and, if rumour 
speak* true, a great number of slave-dealers have gone up to the Galla country to 
bring down some unfortunate male and female children whom tliey will {Hisses* by 
stealth, or by instigating one trilie against another to curry off children in the fight. 
The greater part of the Galla country being occupied by heathens, of course, generally 
the {davos are brought down from that country ; but as the slave-trafficker* do not care 
how the slav»*s are obtained, provided they can lmv them, they are more or less half 
.Mahometans* and sometimes Christians are mixed with them. I lielieve the Slave 
Trade in the Red Sea, even now, averages to almtit 5JMM) per annum, male and female 
captives. If the Sublime Porte w ill tail) alnilish the export of slaves front the African 
Const and allow British cruisers to seize slavers (for without the last measure the 
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attempt would be a failure), tliouwinda of family of the Galla* will be spared the 
calamity of toeing their children on account of this abominable traffic. I have fejwm 
seated the whole matter to Government, and a* the infamous older for rc-establislmig 
slavery in these quarters emanated from Jeddah, I hare written to onr Consul there ort 
the subject. If the Governor-General of the Hedja* find that he had done wrong by 
issuing that order, I fear tliat he would try to make the Kaimakam of this place* 
place bear the blame. 

I am extremely obliged and grateful to you for what you have written to me 
about Mr. Badger’s reports in the papers. I shall always be careful not to write 
anything which ought not to be known to any one hut Government. He has written 
to tell me that you had s|ioken to him upon the matter, and that he refrained from 
using my name any more in his notices about Ahvssinia. I learn that there' an* a 
num her of men who are anxious to come out and liave the prisoners released in less 
than no time ! If it was not for the poor prisoners themselves, I should like ¥Wy 
much to see either of the jiarty come out, and nothing would please me more than to 
see* them succeed. But if I am correctly informed, one of these zealous individuals has 
written a jiamphlet, wherein he characterized Theodorus as lieing treacherous and 
cruel; and 1 have no doubt tliat the European enemies of England have supplied 1 toe 
Emperor with a copy, or at least of the flattering picture the waiter gave of him. 
Why, the very trouole we are in now originated from the fact of poor Stern having 
abused King* Theodorus in a w’ork he puhlisluHl, which made him distrust all 
Europeans ! The other eandalate is known amongst the natives of this country as an 
apostate for having jierformisl the pilgrimage ns a Mahometan, which is an alsimi- 
nation amongst the Abyssinian Christians, and blasphemous hypocrisy amongst the 
Moslems. 

No doubt there an* a great number of people who fancy that they could have 
managed matters lietter, without having the charity to place themselves first ill iny 
position, and then to give their opinion afterwards. They quite forgot that I have to 
deal with a Kiug tfho is not only barliarotis but quite out of his senses, and, worse than 
all, treacherous; consequently a person has to be oarofiil how to deal with him ; not 
that I care whether he places me to slum* the calamity of the European prisoners, hut 
I must take care that my over activity and zeal may not increase the sullerings of the 
poor prisoners instead of alleviating their distresses. 

Home |M*ople have got it into their heads that the reason the King does not answer 
me is liecnuse “ Her Majesty’s Government did not send out to him an imposing 
Mission from England," hut they quite forget the fact that King Theodorps never 
askisl for an Emliassy or Mission; on the contrary, it has always lieen asserted that the 
King required nothing hut a reply to his letter from our Q,ueen, and that letter he 
knows well enough to have come. It is quite puerile to suppose that he expected the 
letter to ba brought to him by a regular appointed Mission from England. Forsooth, 
then* an* no end to blockheads in the world ! Why, how did he wild his letter to the 
Queen himself? lie knew it went by {Hist, and certainly he never expected the Royal 
answer to come to him hut through tliat channel. Instead of that, the letter was sent, 
by a public servant, not as an “ Asiatic," hut holding a high position in one of Her 
Majesty’s Settlements as “ First Assistant Resident," n "Judge," and "Magistrate," 
and his status is known both in Arabia and this part of Africa. I have never been 
received anywhere but with that honour and distinction afforded to high British 
officials, and it is well known that I have had as much respect shown me here as has 
ever been accorded to the highest European dignitary who visited this place. This very 
fact might have made the King very proud, and increased his conceit. 


No. 102. 

Dr. Beke to Earl Russell .— {Received May 1.) 

My Lord, Bekesbourne, April 29, 1865. 

FROM your Lordship’s reply to Lord Chelmsford’s enquiry, it would appear tha* 
the protracted imprisonment in Abyssinia of the Protestant missionaries and other 
Europeans, as likewise of Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, is not so much tin* con¬ 
sequence of any fault of theirs as of the altered policy of Her Majesty's Government 
towards the Cliristinns of that country, who, since the commencement of ihc present 
century, enjoyed the favour and protection of the British nation, and had been repmtedly 
aided against the aggressions and ill-treatment of the Mahouimedan Turks and 
Egyptians. 

Under existing circumstances, the position of Her Majesty’s Government is no 

doubt a painful ami difficult one; but 1 would venture to suggest to your Ixmiship 
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that if the difficulty cannot be met, it may at all event* he „ A T , . 

SS-it d "'P" ,t r^ ret th8t ^ »'.v humble •ervi,** fin.fniLrsSreh 

804, and since reputed on more than one occasion, should not have been accented’ 
as l feel confident that through my intervention the captives might have l»een liberated 

long ago, and the relations between the two countries nla/vd ™ T j 

mutually advantageous footing. countries placed on a satisfactory and 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Minute. 

I will see him on Monday next, at 4. 


R. 


No. 163. 

(Separate ) Col( * uhoun t0 Barl *«#*//.—(Received May 7.) 

My Lord, 

to the order of Edward Ilcrtalet. Squirt-. for 104 /. Bt ' tblrty ****' “**“• 

ineurrT KMuflJe eS ZCTm'uT' V?' ° f «P— 
detained here fifty-three days 1 U ll on ’ but be was unavoidably 

*i££i*S2£z'*• c **"* “ J ""“ h ““ A “ *«»•.««. 

I liave, Ac. 

_ (Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 163. 


KxrKNMm incurred by Mr. Colquhoun on account of ft™ AtKK.ua of 

Abyssinia, and Pnsente to his Eminence. ' ° f 


Board—Forty-sewn days at 8 j. a day 
ItemiUcd ( oiisul, Jeddah, first expenses 
Cash to lum at different times 
Arabic Testament 
A pipe complete .. 

Skin of tobacco 

Skin t.»r flour on homeward journey 
Clothes—an ohaja complete 
A kaftan 0 , 

Under-clothing ,. 

Passage to Sues 
Powder, esps, Ac. 

Cs*h for j turner to Gondsr 
Disbursements by Mr. West, Sue*; 

Do. by Mr. Calrert, Jeddsh 


Arabic Testsment, bound morocco 
2 pieces fine Trebisond cloth 
2 ditto English longeloth 
2 ditto Syrian, half-silk .. 

12 yards Thibet black 

21 do. silk for ho ding cross 
2 mur red leather shoes .. 

1 leather portmanteau, canvass cover 
20 box-wood spoons 

2 amber mouth-pieces 

2 jasmin stick*, bowls in case 
1 bale best Latakia tobacco 


Pkkskmts. 


► • 

} 


£ a. d 
18 16 0 

4 0 

7 12 
0 3 
3 15 0 
1 12 0 
C 6 6 

5 9 0 


0* 

6 

0 


3 116 


2 7 0 
0 12 6 
1 4 0 

119 0 
5 10 I0f 
1 18 8t 


1 6 

1 17 

2 9 

3 0 


5 1 3 


0 9 

4 0 
0 6 
10 6 
2 II 

5 4 


*104 17 10 


I declare upon honour the above to he a true and cn«t iccount" 

Cairo, April 1865. (8ignod) BOBBKT COLQUHOUN. 

• Pa.d to his credit to Bank of Egypt. 


t Sae letter. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 163. 

Mr. West to Mr. Colquhoun. 

Surf, April j, 1^65. 

J HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 25th 
March, delivered into my hands by Abd-el-Melak, who was provided by mo with alj he 
required, according to your request. Annexed, I have the honour to hand you a state¬ 
ment of my disbursements, amounting to the simi of 5/. IQj. 10rf., as per vouchers 
inclosed. 

Abd-el-Melak left 8uez in the steamer “ Lord Clyde.” I recommended him to the 
captain, who kindly promised to allow him a free passage. The “ Lord Clyde ” left. 
Sues on the 2nd instant. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) GEO. WEST. 


Memorandum of Expense incurred at Suez in forwarding Abd-el-Mela^. 


Cash supplied to Abd-el-Melak for purchases at Suea 
Coat of 55lbs- of flour 

Coat of two tint of biacoits .. .. . 

Expense*—Board aud lodging, and beat-hire 


£ a. 4 . 
.. 1 0 0 
.. 1 14 4 
.. 0 8 64 
.. * P 0 


5 10 10^ 


Inclosure 3 in No. 163. 


Acting-Consul Calvert to Mr. Colquhoun. 

Sir, Jeddah, April 11, 1,865. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Confidential despatch 
of the 25th March by Abd-el-Melak, who, you inform me, is returning to Abyssinia, 
charged with a written message and with presents from you to the Archbishop Metro¬ 
politan of that country. 

Abd-el-Melak arrived here safely on the 6th instant, and is to sail for Souakin 
to-morrow morning in a native coasting boat. 1 afforded him hospitality and every 
assistance in my power; and I obtained for him a letter of recommendation from the 
Governor of Jeddah to the Kaimakam of Souakin. The loeal authorities obligingly 
facilitated his progress, and allowed his packages to pass without inspection. 

Your messenger had to incur some expenses here, amounting in all to 8J dollars 
(making 1/. 18#. 8d. sterling), according to his receipt herewith enclosed. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) HENRY H. CALVERT. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 163. 

Receipt of Abd-el-Melek for 8^ dollars , paid to him at Jeddah by Acting-Consul Calvert. 

THIS sum paid to Mr. Calvert’s credit to the Consulate of Alexandria. 

(Signed) It. G. COLQUHOUN. 


No. 164. 

Mr. Murray to Lord Dufferin. 

My Lord, Foreinn Office , May 12, 1865. 

IN reply to your letter of the 7th ultimo, I am directed by Earl Russell to state 
tp you, for the information of the Secretary of State for India in Council, that hi* 
Lordship concurs in the propriety of charging to the Imperial Revenue the expense 
of Mr. Rassam’s mission to Massowah and Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


2 O 


[73] 
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No. 166. 

Lieutenant- Colonel Merewether to Mr. Layard.—(Received .) 

Sir, Aden, April 16, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith copy of the last intelligence received 
from Mr. Rossom. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 166. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Massotrah, April 10, 1865. 

IN paragraph 8 of my letter, dated the 21st ultimo,* 1 stated that it had been 
reported to me that an Abyssinian named Ibmheem, a brother of the King’s steward, 
was coining down to me on some business, I have now the honour to report, for the 
information of Government, flint lie arrived here on the 27 th ultimo, and I have sent 
him up with my third letter to King Theodorus on the 30th idem. 

2. lie came straight to my bouse, and as I had heard flint he had it in his power 
to render me some important service in conjunction with his brother, in the liberation 
of the prisoners, or in obtaining for me a reply from the King, 1 entertained him, with 
his followers, as a Government guest, all the time he remained here. 

3. lie told me that he had come down to see me for the sole purpose of informing 
mo that wo (the English) had a gr<*nt number of formidable enemies in Abyssinia, who 
have been always trying to poison the King’s mind against us. 

4. lie also wished to acquaint me with the King’s return from Shoa, crowned with 
victory. That as soon as His Majesty reached Magdala, he hail released Consul 
Cameron of his fetters, and had placed him in the same place with the Bishop of 
Abyssinia and IJbie, the ex-ruler of Tigr£. That the other Eimqiean prisoners were 
allowed free access to the Consul, and were all well treated by the King. 

6. I was surprised to hear from him, however, that ho*(Ibmheem) had not been 
near Magdala for the last seven months; for it may lie remembered that the private 
messenger, whom I had sent up to Captain Cameron with rice and sugar, had informed 
me that he had seen this very person at that place. This fact makes me suspect that the 
messenger had somewhat exaggerated the information he gained while be was up in 
Abyssinia. Ibraheem declared to me, that not only he had not been at Magdala since 
the European prisoners were sent there, but that he bail never stated or even heard of 
the assertion that the King had said, that he intended to keep the English waiting at 
Mnssowah the same time lie was kept waiting for the Queen’s reply. 

6. On asking him wlmt he thought was the reason of my not having received an 
answer from the King, he said I ought to remember that I came here at a time when 
rebellion bail broken out in different parts of Abyssinia, and that it was quite impossible 
for the King to have ensured me a safe conduct through his country, without sending a 
large force to escort me up to him. That he was too proud to do* so; and, moreover, 
tliat would have shown his weakness, w hich he was loth to disclose. 

7. He said further, that the King had never forgotten the calamity which befell the 
late Consul Plowden, when that gentleman travelled through the enemy’s country 
against His Majesty’s repented warnings, and now he is careful not to allow a repetition 
of such a catastrophe to take place. 

8. I have written this time to the King, both in English and Arabic, lxtaiuse I was 
told that Ilis Majesty had some persons in his Court who can read and w rite the former 
language. I annex herewith a copy of my third letter, for the information of 
Government. 

9. Ibraheem has undertaken to deliver the letter to the King in person, although 
I have sent with him two more messengers. He doubted not but that he would succeed 
in obtaining an answ er for me, and hoped to be down here with it himself in forty days 
from the day of his departure lienee. 

10. I regret to bring to the notice of Government, that the private messenger 
whom I had sent up to Captain Cameron on the 25th of February with money and some 
things, was seined by the rebels on his way up to Adowa; and after much trouble he 

• Jnclo»ur* in No. ISO. 


managed to purchase his liberty by delivering to them some of the money and most of 
the articles he was carrying up to the prisoners. Luckily 200 of the dollars were 
carried bv his companions (the followers oi Hejaj Moraad), who escaped the freebooters 
unnoticed. 

11. All the messengers had then to return to Hamasain, for the purpose of sending 
me back the remainder of the articles, with the note I liad sent up to Consul Cameron. 
After they had despatched them to me by a private messenger, they resumed their 
journey up to Magriala, carrying only the balance of the money with them. 

12. The reason they gave for sending me liack the note was, that they wished to 
convey the money safely to Magdala. They were afraid that, in erase they were seized 
again, the money and the note together might get them into a scrape. 

13. I have sent up the note with the messenger who brought it back, as I found 
he was willing to convey it; and being one of the followers of Dejnj Moraad, he could 
easily get access to the prisoners as one of the followers of the exil'd Chief. 

*14. Since the departure of Ibraheem, conflicting accounts have reached this place 
regarding the position of King Theodorus. Some p<*ople say that he returned to 
Magdala from Shoa victorious; and others declare that he had to retire for want of 
proper adherents to cope against the overw helming forces that lmd been brought forward 
against him by t he Gal la and Shoa people. The latter version has been continued by a 
number of pilgrims who have just arrived from Shoa. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) II. RASSAM. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 106. 
Mr. Rassam to King Theodore. 


Most gracious Sovereign, Massowah, March 29, 1865. 

I HOPE that your Majesty will pardon the liliorty which l have taken in 
addressing you this third time upon a matter which has given me much anxiety. 

More than eight months ago I wrote and informed your Majesty that I bail been 
sent here by the British Government, as a bearer of a letter for you from our Queen,* 
and after having waited about three months for a reply, I was compelled to write to you 
again, + through the Nail) of Arkerko, as I liad feared tluit the ttrst two messengers did 
not dt liver my letter safely to you. 

Neither to first nor to the second letter have I as yet received an answer, and the 
very thought of knowing, now, that the two letters have readied you long since, makes 
me*feci the more anxious to learn the cause of your silence. 

I ln*g to inform your Majesty thnt the sole duty on which I have lx*en sent is to 
convey to you our Qiusm’s letter. 1 have nothing else to do hut to deliver it to you, 
and to assure vou of the sincere wishes our Sovereign entertains for your happiness, 
and for the welfare and prosperity of the great country which the Almighty God lias 
placed under your will. 

Ii is rumoured that some evil-disposed persons, who do not wish to see England 
and A1 yssinia on the l>est of terms, have misrepresented the object of my mission to 
you. 1* can confidently assure you that the British Government takes a sincere interest 
in the welfare of your Empire, and would greatly deplore any unfriendly feeling taking 
place betwixt the two Christian countries through mere misunderstanding. 

The delay makes me feel this jMiinful suspense the more because I am at a loss 
what explanation to give to my Government as to its cause. Moreover, the rainy 
season is now fast approaching, and if your Majesty will not honour me with an 
answer soon, I shall be obliged to return to my duties at Aden. 

I remain with the profoundest veneration, Sire, your Majesty’s most dutiful, most 
humble, and most devoted servant. 

(Signed) II. RASSAM, 

First Assistant Political Resident , Aden, 

on Special Mission to Abyssinia. 


To His Imperial Majesty King Theodorus, 
Emperor of Etiiiopia. 


• Indosurv 4 in No. 127? 


t lucloturt in No. 105. 
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No. 166. 

Dr. Beke to Earl Rut$cll.—(Received May 19.) 

My Lord, Bekesboume, May 19, 1865. 

IN the loiter which I liad the honour to address to your Lordship on the 29th 
ultimo,* I took the liberty of suggesting that, if the existing difficulties in the way of 
obtaining the lilx*ration of the British captives in Abyssinia could not be directly met, 
tho^ might at all events be turned; and at the interview with which I was flavoured by 
your Lordship on the 8th instant, I briefly stated the course which, in my humble 
opinion, ought to he adopted. 

Your Lordship seemed, however, disposed to leave the business still in the liands 
of Mr. Raasarn. 

Should all the endeavours of Hint gentleman prove unavailing, the time will at 
length arrive, when, unless it be determined to atandon the captives to their fate, 
ller Majesty’s Government must decide on adopting some other measures. 

It would scarcely l>e consistent with the dignity of the British nation that a 
Mission on a larger and more magnificent scale than that of Mr. llAssam should now 
replace it; for, ns your Lordship argued in the House of Lords, when replying to Lord 
Chelmsford’s inquiry, “the obvious inference would be that the way to obtain 
consideration and respect from this country would be to imprison one of our Consuls.” 

On the other band it is not to lx? expected the British Government will go 
to war w ith the Emperor of Abyssinia, for the purpose? of compelling him to set the 
captives free. 

It would therefore rrally nppear that there remains no practical method of sur¬ 
mounting the difficult v, except by adopting a totally different line of conduct towards 
the refractory Monarch, and, with your Lordship’s permission, I would now presume 
to state in detail the course* which, in my humble judgment, it would Ik* advisable to 
pursue, in order to render him amenable to reason, without at the same time 
compromising the British Government or affecting the dignity of the British nation. 

It is now' well understood that the Emperor Theodore’s ill-treatment of Her 
Majesty's Consul and the other European prisoners has been mainly caused by the 
altered’policy of the British Government with respect to the relations between Egypt 
and Abyssinia; and tliat the Abyssinian Monarch hopes to induce Her Majesty’s 
Government to retrace their steps and to continue to afford him material aid against 
his enemies, ns was virtually done while Mr. Consul Plowden was alive; that Officer 
having been an active partisan of the Emperor, and having lost his life w hile bearing 
arms m his cause. 

Circumstanced as England is witli Egypt, it is impossible for the British 
Government to hold out to the Emperor Theodore the hope of his receiving the 
farther countenance of this country in his disputes with Egypt, or of his obtaining 
material aid in any other respect; although the transmission to Massowah of GOO stand 
of arms ns a ransom for Her Majesty’s Consul, might by some persons, and even by 
the Egyptian Government, Ik* looked on as doing covertly what would lx* repudiated 
openly. 

Nevertheless, it would not be difficult, I believe, to make the Abyssinian Monarch 
understand, that by the policy now proposed to lx* pursued towards him by the British 
Government and recommended for his adoption, he might eventually attain the object 
he has so much at heart; inasmuch as, by the cultivation of the arts of peace he 
would so aggrandise himself, as to lx* able to cop** effectually with his powerful 
neighbour, leaving it, however, to the progress of events to guide his judgment as to 
whether the continuance of peace would not be more conducive to the permanent 
prosperity of himself, his dynasty, and his people, than a war which might result in 
tlx? ruin and destruction of them all. 

In the first place, then, I would represent to the Emperor Theodore that the 
immense increase of power and influence among European nations acquired by Egypt 
during the last few years, had chiefly arisen from the extension given to the cultivation 
Of cotton within the territories of the Viceroy; and I would represent to His Majesty 
that the plant which has thus suddenly caused the wealth of Egypt was introduced iuto 
tliat oountrv from Upper Ethiopia only forty years ago, and that within his own 
dominions there are ^tracts of land more extensive than the whole of the cotton grounds 
of Egypt, and far more fitted than the latter for the growth of the cotton plant, not 
only as being its native country, but also as lying within the limits of the tropical rains, 
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and thus rendering mi necessary the great trouble and expense of artificial irrigation. 
And I would hope to have it in my power to convince the Sovereign of Abyssinia that, 
if he desires to equal, or even to surpass the Viceroy of Egypt in jiowcr, he must first 
seek to augment the material wealth and prosperity of his country and its inhabitants, 
by means similar to th«we so successfully adopted by the latter Potentate. 

I would farther represent to tin* Emperor of Abyssinia that lie posse*s<*s within his 
country other sources of wealth far gn*ater than any enjoyed by the Ituler of Egypt; 
such, in faet, as have so largely contributed to make England w hat she is. These are 
iron and coal. 

The former article is well known to exist in unlimited quantities throughout the 
whole of Abyssinia, ami in so pure a state as to require little more than “ rolling out,” 
it being used by the native smiths in the manufacture of wenjxms of war and of agri¬ 
cultural and domestic implements. 

The existence of coal in various jwrts of Abyssinia has long lx*en asserted by 
travellers in that country; by myself as far hack as 1840, w hen I reported on the 
subject to Captain Haines,then Political Agent at Aden;* hut it is only within the Inst 
fewvrars tliat this has been established as a fact. In communications more nvently 
made by me to the Board of Trade, and thence referred to your Lordship's Department, 
it is shown that coal of good quality exists within the district of (ialeiln, at a short 
distance from the entrance to tlx* Rod Sea; and there is reason for believing that it was 
tlx* knowledge of the existence of this coal so near to the sen-shore tlint induced the 
French Government, in 1862, to acquire possession of Obokli, on the Abyssinian const, 
just outside the Straits of Rulxdinaudch. 

But without taking into consideration the cool field of Galeila, or others which are 
said to stretch along the line of coast northwards nearly to Massowah, and also south 
of the Bay ofTajurrah, Ixdow the eastern flank of the high table-land of Shoa, all of 
which, though in common parlance said to 1 m* situate in Abyssinia, can hardly be 
regard«*d as lying within the dominions of the Emperor Theodore. There is one wxtensive 
field which not only is situate in the heart of those dominions, hut lias been worked by 
the Emperor himself during several years past. 

Hus coal field lies at a distance of ulxiut fifty miles from Gmalar, the capital of 
Abyssinia, and has lx*en doscrilx*d by several Europeans who have visited it. For a 
length of about three miles along the right Iwmk of the River Gwaug (flu* upper course 
of the AtlMtru), six srams of cool crop out, each having an uniform thickness of faun 
ten to fifteen feet; the quality of the eoal being very good, and fit for ordinary steam 
and other purposes, though fawn its rapid combustion it might not he suited for stenm- 
vessels going long sea voyages; nor, were the quality fit, could it, like the Galeila cool, 
be rendered available for steamers in the Indian sras, as it lira at a distance of at least 
200 miles faun the sen-shore. 

At present the only use made of this eoal ap|H*ars to la* in the imperial foundries, 
in which the European artisan, missionaries, and others are employed in easting mortars 
and shells, and in constructing other implements of war. Bui it may well lx*conceived 
w hat a mine of wraith is here present, if the Emperor and his people could he brought 
to appreciate it at its true value, and to apply it to useful purjxiseH. 

As, by means of the cultivation of cotton in Abyssinia, the Emperor Theodore 
might be shown how he could cope with Egypt, so by tlx* proper application of the 
produce of his iron and coal mines, he might be led to the hope of being eventually able 
to rivul even England liersclf; and if once brought to entertain such ideas, and w hilst 
awaiting their realization, In* might without difficulty be induced to see how lie could 
lay both nations under obligation, and in a manner make them dependent on his favour, 
by permitting a line of electric telegraph to lx* carried across his dominions. 

The Viceroy of Egypt is engaged in constructing a telegraph line from Cairo up 
the Valley of the Nile as far as Khartum, the capital of the Province of Seimar, witli a 
hramdi to Kasselah, the capital of the Province of Taka, by means of winch not only 
will those remote possessions in the south lx? placed in immediate connexion with tin 
seat of Government, hut, from the fact that this line is a prolongation of that already 
existing between Egypt and Europe, it will resultthut about three-fifths of a telegraphs 
communication between England and India (London and Kurachee), by way of the Red 
Sea, will thereby be established. 

Before* this plan of the Viceroy of Egypt was known, I had suggested to He 
Majesty's Government, in a 11 Memorandum on the means of developing British commons 
within the R«*d Sra, and of securing tin* communication between England and India,”t 
dated November 12. 1862, and submitted to your Lordship on the 27th of the sain* 
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month, that the wire* of the Red Sea telegraph line from India should he continued 
from the Straits of Buhclinandeb northward along the Abyssinian coast as far as 
tiawakin, and thence curried inland to Berlier on t)»e Nik*, and so up the lmnk of that 
rirtrr to Cairo, thus forming a land line the whole way from fiabelmandeh to Alexandria, 
entirely over Turkish and Egyptian territory. 

But, taking into consideration the great stride which the? Viceroy of Egypt is 
making in the desired direction, bearing also in mind the advance which during the 
last lew years the Emperor Theodore lias made towards tin* east and south-east, by the 
conquest and annexation of the* territories of the King of Shoa, and the chiefs of the 
Woilo Gulins, and having regard likewise* to the hold which the Government of India, 
through Aden, is gaining on the Abyssinian coast, in consequence of the acquisition 
recently made*, by a British subject, of the Galcila coal field, as also of tin* settlement 
of the French at Olnikli, 1 am now decidedly of opinion tli*t the* telegraphic communi¬ 
cation between England and India, through Egypt and Aden, should and might easily 
be effected by continuing the Egyptian line from Khartum across Abyssinia to the sea- 
const, in the immediate vicinity of the island of Perim, and thence to Aden. 

On the accompanying map 1 have marked tin* promised line of teh*graph, and in 
explanation of the same 1 would beg leave to state that the entire distant* between 
Khartum and Aden is (in round numbers) H50 geographical miles, which distance may 
be divided into four portions. 

Of the tirst of these, being from Khartum to Kalalsit, on the western frontiers of 
Abyssinia, tin' length is 250 miles; the next, from Kalahat to Dowe, the great market¬ 
place on the eastern edge of the Abyssinian table-kind, has a length of .‘{(H) miles; tin* 
third, from llowe, across the country of the Dankali trilx***, to the shore of the lied S<*a 
opposite Parin, is 200 miles, whilst the last portion from Perim to Aden is 100 miles. 

The condition of these several portions of the line is very different. The first, 
between Khartum and Kalnlmt,aml the last between Perim and Aden, forming together 
350 miles, or about two-tifths of the w hole length, would l»e respectively Egyptian and 
British ; no further remarks therefore are requisite as regards them. Of the remaining 
500 miles, the third portion between the sea-coast and the eastern edge of the Abyssinian 
table-land, being 200 mileM in length, may In* regard<*d as being so far under the 
influence, il not the absolute control, of the British Governor of Aden on tin* one 
hand, and of the Emperor of Abyssinia on the other; that, between the two, the road 
might be kept open as securely as it is among tin* tribes occupying the regions through 
which pauses tin* Euphrates Valley Telegraph line to India. 

As regards the third ixiftion of 300 miles across Abyssinia itself, the road is already 
marked out by nature and by the experience of the natives.- It was from Kalahat by 
Wakui, Gouditr, and Debra Tabor; and thence, over the water (Nirting lH*tw(*cn the 
Rivers Takkazie and Bnshilo, to Magda la, the impregnable fortress, arsenal, and state 
prison, in the district of Warm If emano, in which Captain Cameron and his companions 
are conllned; from whence it continues to Dowe, in the adjoining district of Warrukali. 
(It. may ln»re 1 m* remarked parenthetically that it would be in vain to h»ok tin* Nlugdala 
in the ordinary maps of Abyssinia; aud that in those few iu which it is marked, it is 
altogether misplaced.) 

Availing themselves of the natural fucilitiesof this road across Abyssinia, the native 
merchants have from time immemorial made use of it, in a greater or loss degree 
according to political circumstances, as the direct channel of communication be*ween 
the sea-coast and the interior. In the “ Memoir on the Conunerceof Abyssinia,*’ which 
I hail tlie honour to submit to your Lordship’s predecessor in office on tin* 9th of 
December, Ibid, I dwelt particularly on this fact, and I pointed out the advantages 
that would result from the re-opening of this great commercial road ; expressing the 
opinion that, whenever the political condition of Abyssinia should become more settled, 
we should douhth*ss see this road resume its pristine importauce, and tlie commerce 
from the coast to the interior in great part, pass by this channel. 

Such then an* tlu* arguments that I would promise to employ when approaching the 
Emperor Theodore. I would support the arguments by the presenting to him some 
cotton gins, together with specimens of articles of British manufacture of various 
descriptions, capable of lieiiig made from the cotton of Abyssinia, if only he would 
stimulate the production of that article by liis subjects. 

1 would ftirther submit to the Kmjieror’s iiuqicction specimens of the infinite 
variety of articles that might be manufactured from the fine iron which his territories 
contain in such abundance. 

Lastly, 1 w’ou’.d take with ine an electric telegraph apparatus, fur the purpose of 
exhibiting and explaining to His Majesty the use and operation of this wonderful- and 
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to him as it would appear miraculous—invention. And in order to make him more 
readily and fully appreciate the channel by which I should propost* to connect Abyssinia 
with England and the other nations of Europe, I would not enter his country at all by 
the way of Massowah, but would adopt the road laid down on my map as that of the 
proposed telegraph line; thus proving to him that the acquisition of Massowah is no 
longer indispensable as the channel of communication between Abyssinia and the 
civilized world. 

1 take for gmnt«*d that it would be but prujicr to assure the Emperor 'Hicodore tluit 
Her Britannic Majesty'll Government would exert every suitable influence over the 
Viceroy of Egypt, to induce him to desist from further aggressions on the territory or 
dependencies of Abyssinia; and that the mediation ol Her Majesty would even be 
offered, with a view to the settlement of existing questions between Egypt and 
Abyssinia and the determination of an equitable frontier line between the two States. 

On the liberation of the British Consul and the other captives it might (should Her 
Mijesty’s Government so decide) 1m* promised to the Km|M*ror Theodore that a suitable 
Embassy should bo forthwith despatched to his Court, and that Her Majesty would, on 
her side, be willing to receive an Envoy from His Majesty of Abyssinia, in accordance 
with the stipulations of the Treaty of November 2nd, 18-19. 

Such being the line of conduct w hich l should propose to adopt, 1 once more beg 
hsive most respectfully to tender my humble sen*ices to Her Majesty’s Government. 

To obwate the objection that might be made that I urn not of sufficiently elevated 
rank to be entrusted with such a mission and that 1 do not occupy any official position, 
I would take the liberty of reminding your Lordship that the late Richard Cobden though 
holding no official post, was not thereby disqualified from acting as mediator between 
the two nmst pow'erful nations of the world; and as regards myself, without thinking 
fora moment of comparing myself for a moment with that distinguished individual, 1 
may Im* permitted to state that I have already had the honour to serve the Crown as 
Acting Consul at Leipzig. . 

And as, further, it appears that so much importance is attached to the wearing of a 
British uniform that a young subaltern officer, Lieutenant Prideaux, lias licen scut from 
Aden to Massowah to join Mr. Hussain, l trust it will not 1 m* regarded as presumptuous 
if I represent to your Lmlsliip that I have for many years held the commission, and uni 
consequently entitled to wear the uniform of a Deputy-Lieutenant, which (if 1 mistake 
not) gives me rank equivalent to that of a Lieutenant-Colonel in the Army. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Thank* for suggestions. 

R. 


Minute. 


No. 107. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Ear\ Russell.—(Received May 25.) 

(No. 55.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, May 13, 1865. 

1 HAVE no news from Abyssinia further tlian the assurance of a traveller just 
arriv<*d from Aden, that no sign of recognition of Mr. Hussain’s mission of any import¬ 
ance has been exhibited. 

I expect before long to hear what n*sult will attend the arrival of the Copt, AImIcI 
Melak at Debra Tabor, lie found a vessel leaving J<*ddah for Souakin, and availed 
himself of it very prudently, whereby his return to Abyssinia may escape notice, till he 
reach the place where liis Chief may Ik*, whether in or out of arrest. 

Anxious to procure every information respiting the character of Abdel Melak, 1 
caused a person at Cairo towi-ite the Catholic Missionary who passed through this a 
few weeks ago, of whose arrival I was informed too late too sue him. I inclose an 
extract translation of the Al>!>e s letter, which tallies completely with the idea l liave 
found of the Copt’s general character, and leads me to hope for some result if liis Chief 
1 m* not too deeply in disgrace with the King. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUUOUN. 
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Indoflure in No. 167. 

Letter from the Abbe' Stella to a person in Cairo. 

(Translation.) Paris , April 10, 1865. 

1 RECEIVED yesterday your letter and liasten to reply to it, as when in Cairo I 
was nimble to see you, which 1 hope to do on my return. 

The matter on which you write is involved in some degree of obscurity. Abdel 
Melak, whom I know very well, says, he saw Mr. Cameron not in irons, but under 
guard ; he says that the Abuna might Ik* able to obtain the Consul’s lilienttion unde? 
certain conditions. Now, when 1 was in Massowah, on the 9th of February, 1 learnt 
from the followers of Burgeaud who had just arrived from Debra Tabor, that the Consul 
with his suite and the German Missionaries were still in irons, and that, moreover, the 
Abuna himself was in custody. 

You are well aware that in Abyssinia reports easily gain wind, and tliat it is with 
the greatest difficulty one oan arrive at the truth. Momiver, you know that the King 
is one day on the best terms with the Abuna, on the follow ing day he threatens and 
insults him ; he has his days of good and of bad augury. Amid all this obscurity what 
is to Im* done ? Something must be done for the sake of our reputation, and for the** 
poor Europeans who are suffering severely and are horribly maltreated in Abyssinia. 

That Abdel Melak wishes to deceive you I cannot aver, for I have always known 
him for an honest man. 1 see no other course than to act with and by him; if he 
returns via Massowah he w ill of course him* Mr. RAssam. 

As so many European prisoners are concerned, it behoves every one, if there be a 
ray of horn*, not to lose sight of it. Since it appears that the Europeans art* in Magdala, 
perhaps the Abuna is in Magdala also; in this ease I should doubt the success of Abdel’s 
mission, but if the Abuna is not in arrest w e may ho|>e, &e. 

(Signed) ABB ATE STELLA, Apostolic Missionary in Abyssinia. 


No. 168. 

Address of the House of Lords for Papers .* 

Die Mortis , 23° May, 1865. 

ORDERED bv the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament assembled, that 
an humble Address be presented to Her Majesty, to request that Her Majesty will Ik* 
graciously pleased to order that there he laid before this House copies of letters and 
papers relating to the imprisonment of British subjects in Abyssinia, viz.:— 

1. Cony of instructions to Captain Cameron, British Consul at Massowah, upon 
his proceeding to his Consulate, and u list of the presents w hich he was ordered to 
deliver to the King of Abyssinia; 

2. Copy of letter written by Captain Cameron on or about October or November 
1862 on the subject of a proposed Embassy from the King of Abyssinia, with the reply 
(if any) to such letter; 

8. Copy of autograph letter of the King of Abyssinia to Her Majesty the Queen, 
and statement of the time when such letter was received at the Foreign Office; 

4. Copy of report made by Captain Cameron from Bogus on or about March 1863, 
and of the orders in consequence of such report sent to lum by the Consul-General in 
Egypt or from tin* Foreign Office; 

5. Copy of letter ordering Captain Cameron to return to his Consulate at Masso¬ 
wah, which letter arrived at Gondar about November 1863; 

6. The date of any letter under Her Majesty’s Sign Manual addressed to the King 
of Abyssinia in acknowledgment of his autograph letter, aud the name and nation of 
the person employed to deliver tho same; 

7. Account of the presents sent to the King of Abyssinia to accompany the 
delivery of such letter; 

8. Copies of nil letters sent to the Foreign Office containing offers of assistance to 
obtain the liberation of the British subjects imprisoned in Abjssi$ia. 

* Pjiragraphi 2 and 4 not ia to tln» Addreu, but laid before Parliament in the followui) 

session ( 1866 ). 


< 
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Ordered that the said Address be presented to Her Majesty by tho Lords, with 
white staves. 


(Signed) JOHN GEORGE SHAW LEFEVRE, 

Cler, Parliamentor. 


No. 169. 

Captain de Dohsif to Mr. Hammond.—(Received May 26.) 

8, Chesterfield Cottages, Bath Road, Peckham , 
Dear Sir, May 25. 1865. 

YOU have always been very kind to me, so that I am quite confident that you 
would further do anything for me as far as it lays in your power. 

There is, perhaps, now an opportunity for me of getting employed, but it would 
only lx* with your kind assistance, so as to recommend me to the noble Earl Russell for 
entrusting me with the supposed mission to the Emperor of Abyssinia. 

I flatter myseif that I possess the necessary qualities for settling the difficulties 
arisen l>etwocn our Government and the Emperor of Abyssinia to the best satisfaction, 
having during my long military services made enough experience, and always employed 
my leisure hours with science, &c., which might enable mo to do many good things for 
England. 

I have long since tried for an employment, but it was in vain; the reason of it 
was my not being an English subject. Now this obstacle is removed, and 1 hope and 
wish that all promises given to me will now end with my employment. 

I can prove by testimonials of the War Department, Prince of Wales, and tho 
late Baron Alexander von Humboldt, that I am worthy of such an employment as 
above-mentioned, and I request you, dearest Sir, instantly to do for me ns much ns you 
can, so that I might succeed, which, I assure you, will prove that the noble Earl’s 
choice was a very favourable one. 

1 am certain that you can do much in this matter, so I expect tho best. I shall 
never forget your great kindness. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Captain FREDERICK DE DOUSE. 


Minute, 

Cannot interfere to obtain employment for him. 

. E. HAMMOND. 


No. 170. 

Dr. Beke to Mr. Hertslet.—(Received May 26.) 

Dear Mr. Hertslet, Bekesbourne , May 25, 1865. 

I HAVE just heard tliat a change for the worse has taken place in the condition 
of Captain Cameron and his companions in captivity. 

I do not know yet whether this means that Mr. Rassam has returned to Aden, or 
whether it is that the Emperor has been guilty of further acts of cruelty. Should I 
hear more, I will let you know. But I think it right to send you this news just as I 
liave it, in order tliat you may communicate it to Captain Desborough, should you sec 
him. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) C. BEKE. 
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No. 171. 

Mr. Hammond to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 27, 1866. 

I AM directed by Bari RubscII to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
10th instant, suggesting a plan for effecting the liberation of Captain Cameron and his 
fellow prisoner*, and I am to convey to you his Lordship** thanks for your communi- 
cation. 

T am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 172. 


Mr Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received May 29.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, * India Office, May 29, 1865. 

I AM directed by Sir C. Wood to forward, for the information of Karl Russell, tho 
accompanying copy of a letter from Her Majesty’s Political Resident at Aden, containing 
further jMirticulurs respecting the captive* in Abyssinia. 

1 am, &e. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 172. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Merew ether to Sir C. flood. 


Sir, Aden, May 2, 1865. 

I DO myself the honour to forward a copy of my latest despatch in this Depart¬ 
ment, dated 2nd instant, to the Government of Bombay. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) IV. L. ME RE WETHER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 172. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Mercu'cthrr to the Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, Aden , May 2, 1865. 

I DO myself the honour to forward copies of further correspondence received from 
Mr. Rassam at Mussowah, for the information of Government. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) IV. L. MEREWETUER. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 172. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Meretcelher. 

Sir, Massou'ah, April 28, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to forwaitl herewith a German letter in original which 1 
received yesterday by a special messenger from Gaflut from the Rev. Mr.'Find. 

2. M. Munzinger, the Acting French Agent at Mnssowah, who used to translate 

for me the German letters, has gone up to the Soudan in the Egyptian territory, and 1 
have not been able to find any one else here to translate this letter. 1 shall therefore 
feel greatly obliged by your sending me a translation of it by the return of the 
“ Victoria ” hither, in order that i may know what answer to send to Mr. Find. Please 
also to send me a copy of the letter, or the original one, after 3 ou have done with it, 
to place amongst my* records. . . — 

3. In my hist letter to Mr. Find I asked him not to write again in German ; hut 
unfortunately the accompanying letter was despatclied lie fore he could have received 

• A cop* of thi« letter vu recoiled at the Foreign Office, May 26, 1865. 
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that communication, as you will perceive from its date that it was nearly a month and 
a-half in its way down to this place. 

1. The German gentlemen at Gaffat art' so closely watched by the King** people, 
and are so much afraid of their messenger being seized while on his way down, that 
Mr. Flad had to recur to the expedient of choosing a leper to bring me down the letter, 
as it is an abomination to the Abyssinian* to touch a person inflicted with that dreadful 
disease. The messenger told me that Mr. Flad had given him a horse to ride down, 
and the reason he gave me for his having been so long in coming down was, because 
he had to beg his livelihood on the road. 

5. Since the despatch to you of my last letter of the 10th instant,* I have heard 
that King Theodoras had returned to Shoa to recommence hostilities, and tluit his 
reason forgoing to Magdala was to obtain fresh assistance, and to release his old general* 
and ministers, whom he had imprisoned within the last eighteen months on mere 
suspicion of treachery. One of these ministers, named Ras Oubie (not the ex-ruler of 
Tigre), was, I believe, imprisoned on account of liis having befriended Captain Cameron; 
and it was, of course, conjectured that his release would be followed by that of Captain 
Cameron and bis fellow-prisoners. On this account a rumour has been nlloat that the 
European prisoners had been released, which I am certain cannot 1 m* true. 

0. lhraham, the messenger I sent up with tin* third letter to the King on the 30th 
ultimo, lias sent me down a messenger from .Tanbian (about two days’ journey to the 
south-west of Adowa), to inform me of his progress, and also to acquaint me with the 
good tidings he had received of the expected release of the European prisoner*. This 
report is founded on the rumour, tluit Samuel, the King’s steward, had been sent by 
His Majesty to Dubartaboot, to consult about the liberation of the prisoners, with 
Hasha Gomgznbe, the Commissioner of Customs nt Adowa, and the once-nominated 
Chief of the Mission which King Theodora* had intended to send to England. 

7. The intelligence from the seat of war is most conflicting; but there is no doubt 
now that King Theodoras is in a sorry plight just at present, owing to the* revolt against 
liis power, which has become quite general all over Abyssinia. 

8. I have now no less than seven private messengers up the country, three of 
whom (especially the one 1 sent up to Mr. Flad at the end of February) are more than 
twenty days behind their time. I attribute their delay to the insecurity of the roads. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) II. RASSAM. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 172. 

The Rev. T. M. Flad to Mr. Ras.sam.f 

Sir, Gaffat, March 16, 1865. 

TWO mouths have now elapsed since I w rote to you. 1 hope that our letters have 
safely reached you. Yesterday I got a letter from Captain Cameron, and one from the 
ltev* Mr. Stem; both write that last week the Emperor spent a few days at the fort, 
which were indeed days of anxiety for our poor captives. The Emperor liberated some 
of them, whilst he ordered others to be beaten with sticks in a dreadful manner, and to 
be put iu closer confinement than ever. Our unfortunates worn however, God Iks 
praised, spared ; they dared not let themselves 1 m* seen by the Emperor, but their fright, 
was quite enough, when the Emperor on his arrival on the hill sent them the following 
message “ By the strength of God we have come hack from Sima, and have brought 
you some kusso” (this is a very bitter medicine which is take lien* by the natives for 
tape worm). Such a message from His Majesty does not give hone of any good. 
Captain Cameron and Mr. Stem arc in a great state of despair and fright about the 
things that will come to pass. Mr. Stern says in his letter to me, “ As it appears that 
thej- have quite forgotten us in Europe nothing remains for us but to prepare ourselves 
for the worst, a miserable death.” Captain Cameron is very anxious to get news from 
Massowah to know what Government has determined to do for their liberation, and if 
no letter is from the Queen on its way to reach us here. I tell you this with tho most 
instant prayer to let me know what England will do, so tliat I may Ik* able to put an 
end to the *fi*ars of those poor prisoners. The Emperor sent from Magdala a letter from 
Messrs. Steigers, Bran dew, Easier, Schilders and myself, in which he asked us to work 
for him, hut we will only do that if we are forced to it. We comfort ourselves in the 
hope that England will k>on put an end to our captivity. The Emperor is at present 

• Inclosure 1 in No. 165. f A copy of this letter was received cl the Foreign Office, Mij 26, 1865, 





















152 

in the Gal In country which it appears he will ruin entirely. I beg vou will be kind 
enough to give the bearer of this letter a little reward, he* was my servant for a long 
time, hut on account ol his illness and subsequent circumstances'left me He can tell 
you what I cannot write?. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAD. 


No. 173. 

Mr. Hammond to Captain dr Dohse. 

Sir ’ rn.vti . , | , „ , Foreign Office, May 31,1865. 

I HAVE received your letter of the 25th instant, but I cannot interfere to procure 
for you employment under this office. 1 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 171. 

Mr. Kaye to Mr. Laynrd.—(Received June 7.) 

r> y n , , ■ ,, India Office, June 7. 1S(>5. 

,■ M 11 - ^AY , jmwnts his nomplmionts to Mr. Lnyanl. and forwards, for his inform* 

tion, the latrsl letter rri'oivod from Her Majesty's Ifesident at Aden relative to the 
Ahy smia Captives. Should Mr. Uvard find that the information contained in Colonel 
Mer. wetln'T letter is already in the possession of the Foreign Office ATr Have will 
feci obliged by the early return of the inclosed accompanying this note. ' * 


Minute. 

Papers given bock to Mr. Knye, June 12, 1805. 

A. L C 

(Query : same as No. 172.] 


No. 175. 

Sir C. H ood to Earl Russell. 

Dear lsani nussen, Hicklr'cr, Junr 6. 1805 

A MAIL came m yesterday as I was starting by the railway, and I oily read mv 
h tters ns 1 came down. I inclose to you n very interestin'* letter from Mr t?* ^ 

It shows pn-tty elearlv that neither ike Qu.™ 7 . t^ irr^n^hin^se^ lSTT' 
nnKluee much effect in l.herat.ng Captain Cameron. It is quite right to try anyth?.," 
mt then, you cannot get at the tyrant. It is wry qucstionahle whether that no!™'”, 
Iik, 1} to ween'd. It is a pity that yoa had not ltassam’s letter he fore the delate in 

Si?,, Jft: Cr "*• "■ •™ a " ....—>i=i 

Yours, &c. 

_ (Signed) C. WOOD. 


Minute. 

... 1 , tMnk wouW a military expedition to attack the 

King of Abyssinia. I know not how we could reach him in that wav 

But Air. llassan, and Lieutenant Bidgway [qy. Prideaux] with the Queen’s letter 
might produce a good effect; and if they an- willing to go, I should be disposed to slid 

thrcats 8 ' mUld "° ,Ul WitU th ° m U ’“ ° r tWBlre 8ervants “ <***♦» ’ritb few presents and no 
Send this note to Sir C. Wood for his opinion. 

June 8, 1805. _ RUSSELL. 


/ 
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Incloeure 1 in No. 175. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Sir C. II ood. 

My dear Sir Charles Wood, Aden, May 21, 1865. 

I INCLOSE copy of Rassam’s last private letter to me. The officials go to the 
India Office as usual. The intelligence is so far satisfactory that it shows the captives 
were alive and well on the 9th April, and such free communication with them is a 
good sign. 

1 inclose for your private information copy of Mr. Stern’s letter to Mr. Goodhart. 
It was sent <men, so I thought there was no harm in copying it. I have sent another 
to Mr. Layard for Earl Russell’s information. 

The Germans at Gaffat recommend the Queen’s letter being sent up any how. I 
consider this will be a very w rong move, and not likely to do any good. If Theodoras 
is standing on his dignity, as seems to me most clear, he would take the opportunity of 
treating the missive with further and more open contempt if it reached him; if it was 
lost on the way, it would do harm every way and no good. 

I shall lie very anxious for further tidings, as so much depends on Theodore’s 
future. If the rebels gain complete head, he must tight desperately to the last or lly. 
In the latter ease the captives would In* immediately released by the successful rebels. 
In the former they might be sacrificed with him. 

Believe me, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Iuclosure 2 in No. 175. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

My dear Colonel, Massownh , May 12, 1865. 

I SEND you by this opportunity some important letters that 1 have received from 
Magdala and Gaffat, which I know would interest you not a little. (Unfortunately 
Mr. Schimpor has written to me in German and consequently I know not what lie 
says. 1 send vou his letter in original, and I shall feel nhligwl by your sending me a 
translation of it by the return of the steamer, in order that I may answer hint by the 
same messenger whom I am going to send up to Gaffat. 1 intend to send hack the 
“Victoria” to Aden soon after her return, a* I cannot send up the messengers to 
Magdala before I receive the stores clothing and medicine, which I am going to send 
for. 1 shall write to Camasje Dnishow for the provisions and to Blanc for the 
medicines. Can you Kindly allow* the hill to be paid from the Treasury on the public 
account, as I fear my Agent at Aden will not have money enough with him belonging 
to me to pay from. I want to send the ]H>or prisoners a good supply of everything, 
in case they have to spend another rainy season in confinement. It is to be hoped 
that their release would follow that of the Bishop, and the general impression is that 
this would surely Is* the case. 1 am waiting anxiously for another note from Cameron 
which he promised to write to me after Easter. My note which ought to have been 
taken to him by Waldee Mariam, would, in all probability reach him in time to answer 
by the same messenger. My third letter would reach the King soon after the release 
of the Bishop, and taking everything into account, 1 think some glad tidings ought to 
reach me ere long, concerning the fate of the prisoners. If native report can he 
depended on, l fear there is some falling out amongst the prisoners, and that frog-eater, 
Bardei, is doing a great deal of mischief. If the reliels will have a little more pluck 
and march against the tyrant, it is quite impossible that he could stand against them. 
It w ill lie very curious that, after my waiting so long here, the release of our people 
will Ik* obtained through the power of the rebels. The best thing for the prisoners and 
ourselves would lx», if Theodore could make up his mind to quit this vale of tears. 
From all accounts my second letter, w hich I sent through the Naib of Arkeeko seems 
to have done more harm than good, for I believe the King did not like my show of 
being impatient. The Naih’s men, who carried the letter, have lieen sadly neglected, 
whereas my first two messengers arc amply provided for with fixxl and clothing. In a 
letter received here from one of the latter, the messenger said that he would 
undoubtedly he hack here soon. I hope he does not intend to run away ! lie told 
Waldee Mariam (the rice and sugar messenger) that the r»*ason the King did not 
Ans wer me immediately, was, because I had not signed my letter. However, the King 
[73j 2 R 
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always said that he would answer. I am now more anxious than ever to see the King, 
because I wish to find out from him the different causes which actuated him to behave 
ho rudely. I am almost certain that I shall discover my conjecture to be correct, and 
that is, the reason of his not having hurried himself was neither more nor less than 
through a caprice of his. Kindly do not let the “Victoria” remain at Aden more 
than a day or two, as I am anxious to despatch the messengers up to Magdala and 
Gaffut as Wm as possible. M. Rosenthal sent a note to Mrs. Wane, to thank her for 
something she had sent to his w ife, and he has asked her to send some dark print for 
his wife and child. I have sent this note to Wane to deliver to his wife. There is 
nothing important in it. It is addressed merely to “ Mrs. at Massowah,” and I only 
guessed from its contents, that it was meant for Mrs. B. Prideatix and I have hail 
our trip to the hills, and although we an* not sorry that we have Wn there, never¬ 
theless we are not anxious to leave our present quarters for another trip, as we found 
the temperature in the day time in the coolest place we went to, much hotter than we 
ever had it here, and moreover, all those places an* out of the way, and not convenient 
for my duties. As ill luck would have it, my private messenger from Magdala and 
Gafint arrived here just as 1 was away; and though the one from the former place 
found his way to where we were, theGaffat man had to wait for me at Massowah three 
days before I learnt the purport of his letters. As it happened, the “ Victoria” was away 
and no harm was done by keeping the messengers waiting, but if she had been here I 
should have never forgiven myself for the delay. At all events we have found a way 
of keeping ourselves cool in this locality, and that is by having grass huts erected, in 
which we shall he. able to keep the temperature down In*tween HO and H5 degrees in 
the hot test time of the day, by means of having the grass constantly sprinkled with 
water. We shall only he obliged to resort to this extHslient for six or at the most 
eight hours in the day, as the nights an* generally cool here, and ever since our return 
we have not had the mercury higher than 7H during the greater part of the night. 

I must confess that some of the places wo went to an* most beautiful, and some 
parts reminded me very much of Koordistan mountains. But we could not stand the 
excessive change between the cold and heat in the space of twelve hours. Very often 
we had no less than 40 degrees rise and fall between sunrise and noon. In one place 
called Hlncdwire (about 50 miles to the west of Massowah), tlu* maximum of the 
temperature was 90 degrees, and the minimum 57 degree's; and at Dogrec (about 
40 miles from this place), at sunrise the mercury fell to 01 degrees, and rose at noon to 
100 degrees. 1 don’t think our servants could have stood this extreme change within 
a few hours long; indeed they had Ix'gun to suffer from fever and headaches soon after 
wc went up, ami both Prideaux and myself might have folio wed their example if we had 
stayed a little longer out. The first stage we went to from this place I found Abdul 
Kurecn, the Naib’s brother, with twelve Turkish Irregulars, waiting to escort us. 
Abd-al-Kam»m iuformed me that the Kainiakam had sent him orders to wait 
upon me with the guard as long ns we remained out in the interior. 1 must confess 
that the Turkish authorities hen* have been extremely civil to me, and then* is nothing 
which they would not do for me even to supplying me with hog’s flesh. 

By-tlie-bye, I have quite forgotten to mention to you an extraordinary information 
which WnIdee Mariam brought clown about the Conference which took place between 
the Abooiia and the King. The messenger asserted that the Bishop had made his 
royal Master to understand that unless he released Cameron and his fellow-prisoners, 
he would rather Ik* confined with them than at large. The King had said to him that 
both the Consul and the missionaries deserved the |w*r|»etuul imprisonment (according 
to law ), the former for having opposed him in everything, ami employed his enemies, 
Mr. iS|x*edy as his agent at Massowah, and Mr. Merier (the Frenchman) as his baker, 
and that unless Sjicedy was given up to him to do what he liki*d with him, he could 
never think of releasing Cameron. As for the missionaries, they hail been sentenced to 
everlasting I Haulage for the abuse which they had heaped upon him, both in their books 
and before his subjects. 

I think then* is some truth about the story of Sp<»edy as you may rememW that 
in a letter which Cameron got an Abyssinian to wntc for him, he said that Messrs. 
Speedy and Mareicr had ruined them. It appears that the former had been in the 
habit of abusing the King, and calling His Majesty by his pwj*er name—an ass—a 
most insulting word amongst the Abyssinian Christians; it is worse than calling a 
Mahometan a pig. AVnldec Mariam has also informed me that Banuiel was in disgrace 
while he was at Magdala. and that his going to Dubortaboot wak to*get out of the way 
of his Master, lie got into a scrape with the King because he had lost his best ritle 
while he was in Shoa. If w hat AValdee Mariam lias said turn out to be true, I fer<r 
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ttiat the poor prisoners will have to spend another winter at Magdala, and this very 
fact makes me the more anxious to receive the note 1 expect from Cameron, which he 
promised to write to me after Easter. I ought also soon to hear of the movements of 
Ibrahim. In case my third letter will meet with the same reception at the Royal 
bauds, viz., in being shelved like the former communication, I do not think I could do 
better than to pack up my traps and retreat l«ek to Aden. However, before I do so, 
I shall write to Government for permission to break up the Mission. 

May 1 1 tk. —Another messenger has arrived from Gaffat, and brought me a letter 
from Cameron, ami one from Flail. The one from the former, that contains strict 
injunctions f >r me not to go up to the King “with or without a safe conduct,'* was 
written three days he fare his letter No. 3 which accompanied my official of the 
12th instant, but I fear both will make the Foreign Office somew hat uneasy as to its 
future action. Undoubtedly the poor prisoners an* anxious that strong measures should 
be resorted to. though they might forfeit their lives in consequence. This injunction 
of Cameron has quite pulverized me, as I fear that Government will not lot me now 
hazard a trip up to the presence of Abyssinian royalty. I suppose a Mission on a 
grander scale from England is out of the question now. and those who have been 
pitying the tyrant will have to follow another kind of policy towards him. It is quite 
evident that that madcap d<»es not intend to release the prisoners, and that his dt*sire 
of receiving a reply from our Queen has Wn long forgotten, t shall certainly send 
Her Majesty's letter up when an opportunity offers itself, hut T shall certainly not 
force it upon him unless I am ordered to do so by Govern meat. Kindly rend Mr. Stem’s 
letter to Mr. Goodhnrt, as I think some parts of it will interest you. I fancy Earl 
Russell will also lx* interested in its perusal. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) II. RASSAM. 


Inelosure 3 in No. 175. 

The Rev. II. Stern to the Rev. C. D. Goodhart. 

(Private.) 

My dear Mr. Goodhart, Prison, Amha Magdala, April 6, 1864. 

NEITHER you nor myself ever thought that my missionary activity would he 
arrested by fetters, a prison, and unparalleled suffering. Rut a righteous God ordered 
it so, and although frail nature shrinks from unmerited torture and violence, yet a 
missionary must meekly submit to every contingency, since he knows that the seeds of 
the gospel have,to a great extent, been everywhere watered by the tours and, not unfre- 
quoutly, l>y the blood of the sower. 

That I fervently long once more to Ik* released from my heavy chains and restored 
to usefulness, is quite natural; and I believe that, notwithstanding the gloomy nsjai-t 
in which tlu* future is enshrouded, God, who in his infinite mercy iias preserved me till 
now under trials which seldom fall to the lot of man, will yet more manifest his 
goodness, and bring me and my fellow-prisoners out of our troubles. Within the Ja 
six months Captain Cameron and myself several times anticipate that matters would 
come to a satisfactory solution, hut it appears that conciliatory letters fail to produce 
the desired effect, and we both think that a communication of an opposite tenor might 
be attended with happier results. Thank God, wo are well, and with a few painful 
exceptions, struggling in prayer and fuith against the difficulties by which we an; 
encompassed. 

With kind regards, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY A. STERN. 


No. 176. 

Captain de Dohsf to Earl Russell.—(Received June 12.) 

8 , Chesterfield Cottages, Bath Road , Peckham, 
Your Excellency, June 10, 1865. 

AS it is my most anxious desire to render any good services to this country, of 
which 1 have become a subject, I beg humblest, your Excellency, in case, as Government 
had the intention of ordering a Mission to Abyssinia, for the relief of Captain Cameron 
and the missionaries, to propose graciously that I may be cntrust<*d with that important 
charge. I have, previous to my naturalization, served the country, and Her Majesty 
our Most Gracious Queen deigned to confer upon me the honour of a title of a Captain, 
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in which quality I served during the Crimean War. Also I enjoy for my good services 
the high protection of his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales and War Department. 
As regards my capacities, I can only refer to an autographic letter of the late Alexander 
Von Humboldt, being in my possession, which is directed to me in most flattering 
term*. 

I think that I would bo able to fulfil the Mission to the general satisfaction; 
therefore 1 took the liberty to apply to Her Majesty’s Principal Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs. And, in eonelusion, l l>eg once more, urgently, to favour me with 
that Mission, which will give me an opportunity of proving my abilities in diplomatic 
matters. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) Captain FREDERICK DE DOUSE. 


Query: Decline. 


Minute. 

J. M. 


No. 177. 

Mr. Coluuhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received June 10.) 

(No. 00.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , May 29, 1865. 

THE mail had sailed yesterday about an hour, when the inclosed despatch, under 
flying seal from the Political Resident at Aden,* was put into my hands, and 1 therefore 
avail myself of the French boat leaving this afternoon for Marseilles, to forward Colonel 
Merewether’s despatch and its many inclosures. Inn note to me he says he thinks the 
news is hopcftil. 1 cannot myself sec any gleam of light. 

Insurrection seems rife throughout Abyssinia. More than one rebel appears to be 
holding the field, in addition to the King’s enemy at Shoa. What may be the effect of 
these various sources of annoyance on one so violent as Theodoras is described to he, 
even bv his best friends, may easily 1 h* imagined. Success might have mode him 
favourable to his prisoners; failure will probably render him callous and reckless of 
consequences. 

Paragraph 7, page 3, of Mr. llassam’s letter, respecting the feelings of the Aboona, 
confirms my impression of the Patriarch’s sentiments towards the prisoners, and the 
bold attitude the Prelate has rrtten taken with the King. 

The state of complete anarchy, described in 8, 9, 10, and 11, is embarrassing. 

There is n curious idea startl'd in Captain Cameron’s letter of (5 April (on sheet 9, 
page 31),f showing the ambition of Theodore to obtain nn increase of territory. Bond in 
and the Seminar. It was doubtless the knowledge or suspicion of this inclination tbit 
induced the Viceroy of Egypt to strengthen his forces so much on the borden, as to 
have led Theodoras to suppose Egypt meditated an invasion of Abyssinia. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQVHOUX. 


No. 17S. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Layard.—(Received June 15.) 

(Secret.) 

Sir, Aden, May 21, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith copies of despatches from Mr. Rassam, 
containing further intelligence from Abyssinia. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 178. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Massowah, May 12, 1865. 

1 HAA E the honour to forward lor the information of Government copies of four 
letters that 1 have received from Magda la and Gaffat—three from Captain Cameron, 
marked A, Nos. 1, 2, and 3; and one from the Rev. Mr. Find* narked 13. 1 also 

• No. 178, f Inclosure 3 in No. 178. 
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transmit a German letter in original from Mr. Sehimper, marked C, as I have been 
unable to have it translated here. 1 shall feel obliged by your returning it to me with 
a translation after you have done with it. 

2. I further forward a copy of my letter, marked D, that I last wrote to Mr. Flad, 
in order that Government may understand more clearly the reply of that gentleman. 

3. I cannot make out w hether Captain Cameron wrote to me the No. 3 note before 
or after he received my letter addressed to Mr. Flad, which that gentleman informed 
me in his answer above quoted lie was going to send to him. From the purport of 
Captain Cameron’s note, 1 am inclined to think that he was in receipt of it when he 
last wrote. 

4. Captain Cameron has been misinformed regarding the pith of my seeond letter 
to King Theodoras, as Government is a wart' that 1 have always been careful not to use 
any expressions in my letters which might give offence to llis Majesty. If I had 
written and demanded an answer in three days, douhth'ss it would uot have tended to 
soothe the irritable temper of the peevish Monarch. 

5. I see that Mr. Flad has ulso not been rightly informed regarding my thin! 
letter. He mentions in his note which accompanies this, that my “third letter” had 
reached the King, and that it had lwen fruited in the same way as my former commu¬ 
nications. This could not have been the ease, as my third letter did not leave 
Massowah till the 30th March, the very day an which Mr. Flad wrote the note above 
referred to. This informant must have confounded the third letter with the second, 
which 1 sent through the Naib of Arkeeko. 

6. Iu reference to the adviee Captain Cameron gives in his letter (No. 3), “ that 
the only way to settle the matter is to write strongly, and net, if further writing is of no 
use.” I regret very much that 1 cannot agree with him on this point, unless Her 
Majesty’s Government is prepared to support the use of a high tone by coercive 
measures. I do verily believe that not only no good result can 1 h» derived from u mere 
menace, hut most likely it w ill do much harm towards aggravating the condition of the 
prisoners. 

7. The messengers from Magdala inform mo that the Aboona was on the point of 
making peace with the King when they left ; and it was rumoured in the King’s Court 
that the release of Captain Cameron and his fellow prisoners would in all probability 
follow the reconciliation of the Bishop. Indeed, it is alleged that tin* Prelate had made 
it known that his reconciliation with the King would only he on the sole understanding 
that His Majesty should act coinj>asHionatcly towards the EurojR*un prisoners by 
liberating them. 

8. It is now proved beyond doubt that the King returned from Shoa utterly 
discomfited; and liis troops had been so much decimated in the lust engagement he 
had had with the combined forces of Shoa and Walloo Gulla, that he dare not return to 
Dulwirtaboot for the present. It is believed that he bus resolved to si>end the rainy 
season at Magdala. 

9. Gondar, the capital of Amhnrn, has been taken possession of by the most 
powerful rel>el Chief, Tisso Gohazai, whose power has been on the ascendant for the 
last year and a half. He now rules the whole country that lies between Gondar and 
Tigre as far north as the Egyptian territory ; and it is rumoured that he will soon take 
possession of Adowa, when, as a matter o! course, the rest of Abyssinia to the east and 
north-east, as far as the district of Massowah, must succumb to his authority. 

10. The awkward position of the King can lx* easier understood by a reference to 
the map. Besides his loss on the south-east of Amhara of the whole of Shoa (which 
has Imm'U usurped by his late Viceroy Bezalieok), with the tributary position of Hie 
AValloo Galla under the Sovereignty of AVarkait, its Queen, and Gondar, with all the 
districts to the north and north-cast, as far as Tigr£, he has two other formidable enemies 
in the field, who are Kalo Tadda and AVakshoma Gohazai. The former holds the 
district of Gojam, on the south-west; and the latter now governs Ioste, to the south¬ 
east of Amhara and Tembean, adj«iining Tigre, and is daily increasing his conquest. 
He is said to bo now only five days' journey from Magdala. 

11. This hitter chief, though descended from royal blood, is the weakest of all the 
rebels ; and it is surmised when his eonqm*st reaches Adowa, which must take place ere 
long, tliat there w ill l>e a regular tussle between him and Tisso Gobozai, as to the 
possession of Tigr£. The result of the struggle, however is not disputed, as Wakshoma 
Gohazai will not have the chance to withstand the power of his rival. 

12. My difficulty will now be, in case the King sends for me, how to pass through 
the revolted districts," which cannot be avoided. The small ]>ortion of Abyssinia where 
the King's power is still acknowledged, is now surrounded by rebellious districts. My 
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anxiety would be to pan safely through without creating jealousy either in the mind of 
the chief or the King. 

19. I should not mind the rebel chiefs so much if King Theodoras had proper 
sense. While he has no power to ensure me a safe conduct through the revolted 
country, he would be averse to my having any communication with his enemies, which 
I must do if I w ish to pass through their country unmolested. At all events, I shall 
take very good care not to do anything which may increase our difficulties and embarrass 
Her Majesty’s Government. 

14. I intend to send a good supply of provisions and clothing to the prisoners ; and 
for insuring their safe arrival to their destination, 1 sliall divide them into three parts, 
and will send each by different messenger® through separate routes. I shall also send 
some money, as Mr. Had has not been able to draw' uj>on me. 

I liave, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


(A .)—Captain Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

(No. 1.) 

My dear Rassam, Magdala, March 17, 1865. 

1 HAVE taken the liberty of drawing an order on you for 200 dollars. If there is 
no money of mine at Massowah, pray write to Qcrtslet of the Foreign Office to rejwiy 
you. We arc still lying here in the dirt and in chains. News lias come of a third 
letter. We are awaiting the result. Another winter here, and some of us must drop. 
Frames of iron could not stand this work much longer. I wish you would write a 
letter to llertslot, telling him that I am still alive. I have nothing to write to him 
myself; besides, I have to be careful about correspondence, and could not say very 
much beyond wlmt 1 have told you to say for me. If you write to Playfair, remember 
me to him. We are all anxious for news from home. We know nothing wliatever, 
except fragments of news from our fellow suflorors at G., but nothing, of course, about 
our relatives. I will send you another letter soon, if necessary. 

Yours, &c. 

II. Rassam, Esq., Massowah. (Signed) C. D. C. 


(No. 2.) 

My dear Rassam, Magdala , April 7, 1865. 

WALDO MARIAM hns arrived, lie has brought 200 dollars cash, which we 
have received all right, hut he has no letter, and has made away with the 30 dollars 
intended for Dejaj Merret’s peopl*. Scandal says that he has drunk ten bottles of brandy 
intendid for us, and made away with various other things, lie has a story about 
having been caught by rebels, which lias not lieen confirmed, so 1 send you back all 
three messengers, and hope that you will sec that Dejaj Merret’s people are not done 
by our friend Waldo. Merrct ran a serious risk in mixing himself in the matter, and 
we may want him again. If you send again, send potted meats and vegetables, potted 
fish, sardines, tea, chocolate, sugar, and calico, also silk (one piece) and medicines, 
camphor, ammonia, emetics, and purgatives. Congratulate my hyaena on his appetite, 
and pay his mess hill, hut give him away, or send him adrift; I can’t allow' him to 
spend more in housekeeping than myself. God bless you, old fellow. I shall write 
again after Easter. My other note by Dejaj Merrctt’s people w ill contain anything else 
l liave to say. 

Yours, &c. 

II. Rassam, Esq., Massowah. (Signed) C. D. C. 


(No. 3.) 

My dear Rassam, Magdala, April 9, 1865. 

YOU will have received my letter through Had. I speak advisedly, dear Rassam, 
and with the full consent and approval of our party—Mr. Rosenthal and Mr. Had, 
who have not only their own lives but those of their children at stake—when I say 
tliat the only way of settling this matter is to write strongly, and act, if further writing 
is of no use. Ox course we have no wish to press the Government in saying this; the 
interests of England and the good of the country must be always 'he first considera¬ 
tion, and will he with us. But it may remove a difficulty to know what we all feel. 
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If Government acts energetically, and it entAils suffering on us we are prepared, as it 
must come to that sooner or later. When the Kmg reiused to answer your second 
letter requiring an answer in three days, he meant a defiance, as, not calculating on 
the defection of Shoa, he expected to return with 40,(XX) or 50,000 Mahratta horsemen, 
who w ou’d give your jieople a hot reception if you w ished to fight. Now things are 
changed. He would like matters settled, but doesn’t see how. But for God s sake 
don’t^eome up here; he will cage you as sure as a gun, as he thinks hat while lie has 
us in his bauds he is safe from attack, and of course with a swell hke yourw'lf 
addition, matters w ould only Is- better for him, according to this view. I he Bishop 
and King are, perhaps, about to make friends, for the first time after our torturing. 
This may make a change in our position ; but I don’t think the King will send us out. 
God bless you. Remember me to Playfair, and pray send Uertslet any news you like. 

I am afraid to write too many letters. Yours &c 

(Signed) C. D. C. 


(B.)— Rev. T. M. Flad to Mr. Rassam. 

Gaffat , March 30, 1865. 

YOUR letter dated 26th of February 1 received yesterday evening. We cannot 
hut express ourselves surprised about the patience which you and your Government 

exhibit 

Abyi 
you 

Kim» H the reports which we heard about it may be relied upon, your last letter 1 
produced no other effect than the former ones you sent. M e were told that lie said, in 
the same careless manner as he did six months ago, lie wishes to finish the matter and 
to he reconciled to the Queen of England; but how long it, will take mitil this will lx* 
™LTTo one can conjecture. Concerning the delay of the King’s answer to your 
letters I cannot hut repeat what I asserted in my first letter to you, the King 
consider® himself to lx* insulted by not having received an answer to Ins letter, and it 

appears tliat his intention is to irritate the English Government in return. IJjou 
. 11_wn.ia nnm fwwtvmuilii 1 itv without lijiviiuf been called 




letter of ller Britannic Majesty the Queen to His Imperial Majesty King 
a last mean® of dissolving the matter in a peaceable way. 

Concerning your suspicions about some persons influencing the King against a 
friendly connection of the Government w ith the King of Abyssinia, I cannot deny 
that there are such ; however I must state that our German friends who were formerly 
sent bv his Lordship the Bishop of Jcrusalam, have used all posable means in order to 
release our friends from their chains, and they have hitherto provided me with money 
for them. They desired me to tell you that, as soon as they meet with the Kmg, thev 
will repeat their former entreaties concerning the release of them. If this should fail, 
Sf hope to find out the motives of His Majesty keeping you so long in -uspense^ It 
is quite out of the question that any of us, under the present circumstance, could 
venture to go to the King for this purpose, he being in a hostile country, where no one 
would lx* permitted to see him. Concerning the money you mentioned, it w »u|d be 
better not to send any on account of the road being very unsafe. U p till now I was 
enabled by mv friend® here* to provide them with money. However, circumstance may 
arise that this source might 1m* cut off; in such a case it would be verv desinible to 
know at Massowah where I could draw for them. As there is all possibility that wc 
have to spend another rainy season here, it would add a little to the comfort of the 
poor prisoners if you could send them some sugar, tea, cocoa, rice, Ac., and some shirts 
rC Cameron, as he is in need of them; a little flannel and dark print for 
Mrs Rosenthal’s child; also if you could spare a little rhubarb and magnesia 
f Dunk the l^t wav of trans xirting these things is to send two servant* with ho 
Gondar merchants, paving as merchants the toll at every station, which wquld be the 
inost convenient way to get them safe through. The whole country is in a most 
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you for your kind consideration. I am well, with my family, thank God, though we 
an; in constant anxiety what may befall us the next hour. 

I remain, Ac. 

H. Rasaam, Esq. (8igned) T. M. FLAD. 

Her Britannic Majesty's Ambassador to Abyssinia. 


(C.)—Dr. Schimper to Mr. Ransom. 

Honoured Sir, Gaffat, March 30, 1665. 

MR. FLAT) has had the kindness to communicate to me the contents of your last 
letter, to which l (Min at present only reply with the request that you will lie good 
enough to regard circumstances in the same light as I had the honour of representing 
them in my former communication. 

We have certain suspicions and more than these, that the Emperor Theodoras 
considers himself slighted, since he receives no answer from Her Majesty the Queen of 
England and is yet in error concerning this. 

It is almost impossible to satisfy IIis Imperial Majesty in this respect as experience, 
after many efforts, has proved to us, therefore it would Ik* much to the purpose that the letter 
of your Queen should arrive; but 1 may not venture to express an opinion whether you 
should under existing circumstances, yourself bring the letter or send it by messenger 
partly for the valid reasons mentioned in my last letter, partly, because the present perils 
of the road render it uuadvisable to risk the future of this highly important document, 
a circumstance which eventually must, however hike place. 

The Europeans at Gaffat are partially under the ephemeral amnesty of Ills 
Imperial Majesty but none of us is permitted to absent himself from the place. You 
will understand this hint. 

With especial reference to myself, I have to inform you that, shortly after the arrest, 
•of Mr. Stem, I wrote politely hut (irmly to His Imperial Majesty, a circumstance which 
was most unfavourably looked on, so much so, that I should injure myself by so doing, 
were 1 to presume at present to intercede directly in the cause of the* prisoners. 
Notwithstanding 1 shall always he ready to assist the cause of the prisoners and of 
yourself. 

According to appearances His Imperial Majesty has no great objection to lil>emte 
the English Consul, Mr. Cameron, hut it is a question whether he will ever give up 
Mr. Stern or Mackerer, a question which at present I am unable to answer. 

The future* is veiled, and what is to he done must 1 m* determined by circumstances 
which here quickly change, and may now 1 m* described as in a state approaching a crisis, 
which it requires a few months of patience to see eventuated. 

There is a possibility that His Imperial Majesty may turn towards Tigre. 

Excuse the shortness of this letter, and rest assured that I can only venture to 
write to you, because I can make use of the German language, to write in French is 
most dangerous. Should you 1m* prevented from writing to me in German, and could 
ffnd no means of doing so, lie good enough to respect my request and communicate w ith 
me in the English language through Mr. Find. 

Everyone who writes to you from this, has good cause to request that you will not 
make mention of his name to any one, liecause, at your present residence, then* are 
elements opposed to peaceable relations with this country, and certain Abyssinians 
reside at Mnssownh and an* paid to n*|Mirt all oeeunvnccs &c., to Abyssinia, which, of 
course they can rarely do with correctness. 

Yours, &c. 

Mr. Rassam, Massowab. (Signed) SCHIMPER, M.D. 


(D.)— Mr. Rassam to Dr. Schimper. 

Dear Sir, Massowah, February 21, 1865. 

ALLOW me to return you my ln*st tluinks for your polite and interesting com¬ 
munication of the 26th ultimo, which reached me a few days ago. You can well 
understand how grieved I am to have been so long here without having it in my power 
to obtain the release of the poor prisoners, or even to alleviate their suffenngs bv 
sending them money or some necessary provisions. On the 21th July last (the dav 
after my arrival here) I sent up a most courteous and respectful letter to the King, 
apprising him of my having been sent by the British Government, as n xtirerof a letter 
froip onr Queen to his address, and as I wished to deliver it to him in jK*rson, I bogged 
the favour of his sending me one of hitr followers to escort me up. The messengers^ ho 
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carried that letter, I believe, reached the Imperial Court about the middle of August, 
and they have been waiting for an answer ever since. I must tell you that with that 
letter I sent three others—one addressed from the Patriarch of the Copts in Egypt to 
the Emperor, and two to Aboona Salaama, the Metropolitan of Abyssinia, one from 
his Patriarch, and the other from me, touching upon my Mission, from all lean 
make out, the messengers were received well and have been taken care of ever since. 
After I had waited al>out three months without receiving a reply, I ile«|»atehecl another 
letter to the King through the Nail) of Arkeeko, and although it has been proved 
to me without doubt that that letter lias also reached His Majesty, 1 have not vet been 
honoured with an answer. As I am quite at a loss to understand the cause of the delay, 
unless indeed, the Emperor distrusts the duty on which I have been sent, I fear that 
some evil-disposed persons bore have spread false reports which prejudiced him against 
us as, I am quite certain, that there are a great number of people m those |wrts who 
do’not wish to see the Governments of England and Abyssinia on friendly terms. Our 
Government is so anxious to adhere to tin* friendly relations which have always existed 
1 m‘ tween them ami the Emperor of Ethiopia, tl.at they ordeml me, as one of their 
officers at Aden, to carrv the letter of our Queen myself, and directed me to inform 
His Imperial Majesty that the Queen would !m* happy to receive any Embassy he 
might wish to send to England. This 1 have already communicated to the Emperor 
in mv first letter. I intend to write a third time to His Majesty, in the hojxs ol 
receiving a reply from him, as to his intention regarding the Royal letter m my 
possession It is both sealed and signed by Her Majesty. If the Emperor should be 
near you, I shall feel greatly obliged if you or Mr. Schimper, or any ol the other 
Europeans at your place, could manage to find out from llis Majesty wlmt Ins real 
intention is regarding the receipt of the Queen’s letter. I take the liberty to ask you to 
do me this favour cm the supposition that it would be quite safe and prudent tor you to 
do so Kindly thank Mr. Schimper for his favour in sending me that in ten's ting 
letter bv the messenger. JNease show him this letter, and ask him to use hu best 
exertions in finding out the cause of the King’s delay in rtmhing to me I f l can 
only know without doubt that 1 shall be received well by llis Majesty, 1 will go up 
forthwith to him with the Queen’s letter. I have heard from a good quarter how kind 
vou have been to the captives, especially the Consul. I cannot too much t hank you 
f„r your philanthropic and Christian finding in acting in this generous manner towards 

those who are truly in need of succour. . 

You are at liberty to draw on me for 300 dollars for any expenses you have incurred 
or which vou may wish to spend on behalf of Captain Cameron and his friends. 1 
think your l>ost plan would 1m* to make the order payable to Parshotam, a Bantam 
merchant of this place; because, in case 1 shall not beat Massowab when the order 
(Mimes he will lie able to pay it. 1 shall, of course, leave proper instructions with him. 
I need not assure you again that I shall always be happy to pay for any expensrs which 
vou mav incur upon sending me useful information, and 1 shall also 1m* glad to pay the 
travelling expenses of any of the Kuropmns who can venture to the King s camp, and 
obtain from His Majesty a reply to my communications. If I can be ol any service to 
vou here, please do not hesitate to let me know, and communicate the same to 
\fr Schimper. Wishing you health and prosperity with your tamily, 

1 I remain, &c. 

The Rev. T. M. Flad, (Signed) H. RASSAM. 

Missionary, Gaffat, Abyssinia. 

p s._I regret verv much that I shall not have it always in my power to address 

vou in German, and when you w rite again to me, l shall feel greatly obliged by your 
addressing me either in French or English, as M. Munzinger, who has been kind 
enough to write this, is often away from Massowab, and I shall liavo no one to 
translate a German letter, if you write to me in that language. ^ R 


Inclosure 2 in No. 178. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewethcr. 

Matsoirah , May 14, 1865. 

‘ ir ’ i HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for the information of Government, 
copies of two more important letters which I have received from Captain Cameron aud 
the Rev. Mr. Flad. - 
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2. It will be perceived that the communication from the former is of earlier date 
than bin latent one that aceompanii*d my letter to your address of the 12th instant, as it 
had to coine to mo vi& (iaJfat. 

3. 1 also send an open note from the Rev. Mr. Stern, for Mr. Goodliart, of 
16, Uncolii's Inn Fields, for transmission to its destination. 

4. Government will see from the contents of Captain Cameron’s note, above 
mentioned, that it would lie impolitic for me now to think of going up to the King 
with Her Majesty s letter. Indeed, as far as I am concerned, I do not mind risking 
the journey up if Her Majesty’s Government will have no objection to my doing so. 

fj. I run still of opinion that an ultimatum, without active measures to hack it, 
would not only Is* treated as waste paper by King Theodoras, but would most assuredly 
bring about a deplorable result. If Government intend to follow the wish of Captain 
Cameron, 1 beg that 1 may Is* furnished with the necessary instructions. 

6. \\ ill* regard to Her Majesty’s letter in my possession, I would have sent it long 
ago to the King if 1 could have found a good opening for my doing so; but the verv 
measure of forcing the Royal letter upon him, when be is unwilling to receive it, would 
have at once brought matters to a crisis. 

7. r l here is no doubt that the unfortunate prisoners are quite siek of their live**, 
and would rather hazard their safety than to linger on much longer in their present 
torture: this is, ol course, a point for the serious consideration of Her Majesty’s 

Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) II. UASSAM. 


Inelosure 3 in No. 178. 

Captain Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

^ Magdala, April 6, 1865. 

M 11. r LAD sent me your letter to him in German* and his answer which seems 
very much to the purpose. 

For Owl's sake don’t think of coming up here, with or without a safe conduct. 

You will only get chains for your pains. 

\ our person would he made use of not to got terms hut concessions. 

All tins business has Ihhmi alsmt the absence of an answer to the King’s letter. 

If a simple answer had been sent, giving a courteous explanation of the delay, and 
begging that I and all the missionaries might lw» given a sale conduct out of tin* 
country, the matter might have l>eon settled alter last winter. 

Rut your bringing up the letter yourself would have been a fearful risk. 

It might have got us out if you had been properly submissive and acquiesced in 
everything that had been done; hut the slightest movement of independence on your 
part would have got you into chains, or you might men have been detained from mere 
cup nee, or put among us as a sort of additional hostage, after wliich a savage diplomacy 
would have Ihhmi plied to get Soudan and Sennaar, by working on the fears of the 
British Government. Things have changed hero, however, and the countrv is on the 
eve of dissolution. 

If, instead of your third letter, the letter in your hands had been sent, with a 
polite ultimatum accompanying it, it might have got us out, or brought matters to a 
crisis, cither one way or the other. 

As it is, we an* in for another winter, and an amount of misery no human being 
can calculate as far as we can see. * b 

Rut, on the other hand, people talk of the King’s going to GaRat, aud takim* us 
With Juin. 5 

If so, things may take a bettor turn. 

We none of us now have ho|H*s of getting out for another six months, by which 
tune, 1 su ppose , some of us must drop. 

4 i * lT ?u, , fr:l,n ? S ( ‘ m,la not stond riiis work another winter,in fact we are all so worse 
of us mtl ° 8l( knrSS Woul(1 iloor and a «*vcne attack of any kind kill the strongest 

Your sen-ants are at the bottom of the mount'in; I will write again by them. 

God bless you, dear Hussain, but don’t let me scf your lace here. 

M./l86^-11. K. my lctlfr * lh€ 26th Kcbnur - Vl 1865 < D >» w ,c 0- forwarded with mj letter of ike ]2ib 



Write a line for me to l^cftslet of the Foreign Office, and remember me to 
Playfair. 

Adieu once ;non\ 

Yours, &e. 

(Signed) C. D. CAMERON. 


P.S.—The Bishop who lias suffered so much on our account is still kind iy» ever. 
It would lx* well of you to w rite to him an Arabic letter of thanks: lie boa no fear of 
consequences. 


(Signed) C. D. C. 


Inelosure 4 in No. 178. 

Ret . T. M. Vlad to Mr. Rassam. 

Dear Sir, Oaffut, May 25, 1865. 

IT is now four weeks that I send your messenger. 

From the letters of Captain Cameron and Mr. Stern you will learn w hat steps they 
wish you to take for procuring their liberty. 

As to what advice I should give you, Captain Cameron wroto to nie the following: 
“ I wish you to w rite to Her Majesty’s Ambassador that I wish ho would send his 
letter, and tell the King that unless wo are sent out in a limited time there will lx* hot 
work for this country at once. It might get us out or not; but it would at least bring 
matters to a |>oint.” 

What n*sults such a decided step might have I am puzzled to say. Some of us are 
of the opinion that it might lead to the liberation of the i»oor prisoners; others, that 
it might have the contrary effect, and endanger their already miserable condition. 
However, this seems certain, that when, after you have sent Her Majesty’s letter, and 
you will not soon receive an answer, it is evident that the King intends to insult 
England into n war. 

I send two men with this,* with whom I agreed to give each of them 5 dollars, on 
their return lien*. For fixxl on the road to the coast I gave each of them 2 dollars, 
and I lH*g of you to give each of them 2 dollars for food for tiieir return. The Consul, 
Mr. Stern, anil Mr. Rosenthal bogged me to buy for them some sugar, tea, cocoa, shirts, 
and dark prints. If my servants will find the road safe enough to bring these articles 
through, would you be so kind to have them bought, and to procure them with a 
donkey to convey them hither. 

About the King I can hut say that he is still in the Wollo Galla country. 

Mr. Waldeznair, who is son-in-law to the late Mr. J. Bell, liegs me to send his 
rcspi*ctful regards, and desires to assure you of his willingness to serve you in any way 
be is able. 

Allow me to add one petition of my ow n, if it is possible : almost all our medicine* 
are spoiled and lost at the plunder, and the little we retained is exhausted; so I shall 
be very grateful for a few ounces of rhubarb-magnesia powder, 1-2 ounces of carbonate 
of soda, 1-2 ounces ol’ Epsom salts. 

Begging to forgive the liberty 1 take, 1 remain, &c. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAD. 

II. Rassam, Esq., 

Her Britannic Majesty's Amlwssador, Mnssowah. 


No. 179. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received June 16.) 

(No. 61.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , June 2, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to receive in due course your Lordship's despatch No. 5 of 
the 7th April,t respecting a suspected breach of conlidence on the part of some person 
or persons having access to the office of the Agent. 

The absence from Cairo of two persons connect'd with the office, whom it was 
necessary I should question, prevented me replying earlier to vour Lordship's despatch. 
Your Lordship is aware that the despatch containing the Queen’s letter to the King 


• The oae ia celled Padle, the other David. 
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of Abyasinia arrived here the end of laat June when I VM absent from Egypt. The 
Queen’* letter was by the Acting Consul General sent to the Acting Consul at Cairo, 
ami by him and the two int er preters, Messrs. II. Messarra and Zananiri, translated 
carefully into Arabic, not Ainharic, owing to some difficulties raised by the Coptic 
Patriarch (see Mr. lleade’s No. 5 of 60th June, No. (5 of 2nd July, and No. 7 of 3rd July 
last).* The Arabic therefore only was employed, no one save Messrs. Messarra and 
Zananiri saw the letter, and I think I can answer for the integrity and discretion of 
both these officers. The Acting Consul of course is beyond suspicion and he declares 
|H>sitivcly ho sjxikc to no one on the subject. 

In proof of the prudence of the interpreters, I may cite the fret of my confidential 
letter to the Aboona, involving as it did the assurance of Her Majesty’s* Government 
that, if the prisoners were released, no further notice would be taken nor reparation 
required, has l>een carefully kept from the public knowledge. 

But I cannot help seeing that public matter oozes out farther eastward. The 
Bombay paiiers which I sometimes see, have frequently published matter which it 
would have been lietter had not been publislnd. I rememlier the letter in question was 
criticised in one of the Indian papers, the writer appearing to speak with perfect 
knowhdgo of its contents. Then it must be remembered that the missionaries are often 
very indiscreet, that both French and Germans, whether at Massowah, w here a German 
is Acting French Agent, or in Abyssinia and Tigrd, where antagonism lx*tween Roman 
Catholic and Protestant Missionaries waxes very warm, are active corresjxjndeiits of 
journals. 

The Queen's letter was sent in copy to Aden and to Bomlioy, 1 believe, and in 
both these offices there is a very large stair of clerks or copyists who may have been 
indiscreet. 

1 therefore trust, with positive denial of having communicate! to any one on the 
subject on the part of the Acting Consul, with the known integrity of the interpreters 
above named, the information conveyed to your Lordship of the letter having found its 
way to England from Egypt, may have been incorrect. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQCIIOUN. 


No. 180. 

Mr. Moorhead to Earl Russell.—(Received June HI.) 

My Lord, Hillsborough, County Down, Ireland, June 15, 1865. 

MAY I beg to lx* informed if Government would regard with approval or disap¬ 
proval a company, having on its board directors of various nations, acting on its own 
numonsibility, and at its own risk, with the object of acquiring projxTty in Abyssinia, 
aou developing the resources of that country. The company to commence its* opera¬ 
tions by the purchase of a town on the coast, and then to endeavour to imitate the 
virtues and avoid the errors of the late East India Company. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) It. B. MOORHEAD. 


Minute. 

Country, I fear, too much disturbed at present. 


R. 


No. 181. 

Dr. Beke to Earl Russell.—(Received June 19.) 

My Lord, Bekesboume, June 17, 18C5. 

IN the “ Times " ncwsjjopor of the 14th instant, your Lordship is reported to have 
said in the House of Ixmls on the previous evening, tliat you believed it to lie the 
opinion of those best able to judge, tliat, if we were to send any mission to the King of 


• Nos. 66, 67, and 71. 
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Abyssinia, he would probably imprison the persons comjxjsing it, with a view to forcing 
us to take his part against his rivals. 

I trust your Lordship will jxTmit me to state that, though it is most probable that 
Mr. Rassam would be made a prisoner if he ventured to proceed to the Emperor’s 
Court, and that, consequently, Mr. Consul Cameron exercised a sound discretion in his 
magnanimous advice to him not to leave Massowah; still I do not jMirtiripate in the 
opinion that a similar fate would await a suitable English mission. 

It must lx? borne in mind tliat, notwithstanding Mr. Rassam has r»*eeived an English 
education, and has even studied at Oxford, and though he is in other respects eminently 
qualifted for the mission entrusted to him, still he is not a native Englishman, but an 
Asiatic; and, therefore, the Abyssinian Monarch and his people may reasonably bo 
excused if they an* unable to distinguish (great as the difference really is) lx‘tween that 
gentleman and persons such as the translator into English of the Emperor of Abyssinia’s 
letter to Her Majesty the Queen : a young man, the sou of an Armenian, who received 
an English education at Bomliay by Dr. Wilson. 

Such being the case, it is quite intelligible that the Emperor should continue to 
ignore Mr. Rassiun’s presence at Massowah as the representative of Her Britannic 
Majestj ; and hence it Is, no doubt, that up to the 19th May, the latest date of which 
intelligence has lx*en received, that geutleman appears to be no further advanced than 
he was exactly nine months previously, when lie first arrival in that island. 

So far, however, am I from entertaining any apprehension as to a native English 
gentleman’s experiencing the like treatment, or of his lx«ing otherwise than well received 
In the EmjxTor Theodore, that I am still ready to go out to Abyssinia, with a view to 
obtain the release of Her Majesty’s Consul and his companions in captivity, either by 
the read projx>sod in the letter which I had the honour to address to your Lordship on 
the 19th ultimo, or by the way of Massowah nnd llalai. 

As it ap|x*ars doubtful whether the Emperor has lx»cn successful in his late cam¬ 
paign in Slioa, and as the smson has been allowed to advance so far, it might probnbly 
now lx* lxdter to adopt the latter road, in order to reach with, the least possible delay 
the high table-land of Abyssinia, which at llalai, at an elevation of more than 8,4(H) feet 
above the wean, is only twelve geographical miles and a half distant in a direct line 
from the sea const near Zulla (the ancient Adule). 

It is appositely remarked by the Comb* do Moynier, w ho (according to a notice in 
the “Athemrum" of this morning) pro|x>«<*s the establishment of trading stations nt 
llalai and Mount Taranta, as the steep ascent to that place is calk'd; “the climate 
of Mount Taranta is temjx'rate and healthy, and it is not w ithin tin* territories of King 
Thtsxlore, who puts Europeans in irons. Only this latter assertion may lx* understood 
as intimating that the French intend again to dispute Theodore’s sovereignty in north¬ 
eastern Abyssinia, and to renew in another form the attempt made by Captain de Russell 
to gain a footing there , to which I called your Lordship's attention in tin* letter which 
I had the honour of addressing to you from Mauritius on December 201 li, 1859, and as 
is detail«*d in j>ages 19 ami 20 of my recent pamphlet, “The British Captives in 
Abyssinia.” 

Taking, then, into consideration the time tliat has elapsed since Mr. Rassam under¬ 
took his mission, it must surely lx* manifest to Her Majesty’s Government that if any 
further steps at all are intended to lx* adopted, they should lx* immediate; and, therefore, 
I again beg leave to place my humble services at your Lordshie’* disposal. 

i nave, &e. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 182. 

Mr. Murray to Captain De Dohst. 

8ir, Foreign Office , June 20, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
10th instant, offering your services to pr*x*ecd to Abyssinia to effect the liberation of 
Consul Cameron and other British subjects, and I am to state to you, in reply, that his 
Lordship has no occasion to avail himself of your offer. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


2 U 
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No. 183. 

Archdeacon Tat ham to Earl Russell.—(Received June 23.) 

My Lord, Rectory, Stanford Rivers, Romford, June 22, 1865. 

I HAVE received the accompanying letter thin morning, and if your Lordship should 
think that I can be of the least service in the matter to which the letter refers, I will 
most gladly write to the Coptic Patriarch, and to Mr. Leider, of Cairo, who has great 
Influence w ith the Copts, to second my application. The late Patriarch l was intimately 
acquainted with, and most of the principal Copt* in Cairo, as I edited for them an 
edition of the New Testament in Coptic and Arabic, and also “ Mecarin’s Homilies '* m 
Arabic; but 1 do not know the present Patriarch, w ho has been consecrated only about 
a year, or a year and a half. 

Perhaps your Lordship may decide to apply to the Patriarch through the Consul- 
General. If so, I would advise that he should take Mr. Leider with him. 

I also know the present Coptic Aboona, the Ecclesiastical Head of the Abyssinian 
Church, or rather did know him before his consecration. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY TATnAM. 

P 3.—Mr. Maule’s letter need not be returned. 


Minute. 


Query: Say we have already had communication with the Coptic Patriarch 
through Her Majesty’s Agent aud Consul-General in Egypt, but thank him for his offer. 

Ji M. 


Inclosure in No. 183. 

Mr. Maule to Archdeacon Tat ham. 

My dear Mr. Archdeacon, Ampthill Rectory, June 21, 1865. 

I BEG to thank you for your letter, especially for the proscription it contained, to 
which 1 will certainly give a trial. 

We returned home vi& Rhine, Cologne, and Antwerp on Thursday. I find my 
throat decidedly letter for the rest 1 have enjoyed, but whether it will stand much 
work remains to be proved. 

I don’t know whether you may happen to see a letter in to-day’s (Tuesday’s) 
“Times,” signed Gardner Wilkinson, Tenby, in which the writer suggests that the beat 
way of attempting the release of the English captive* in Abyssinia would be through 
the Copt Patriarch at Cairo, a* the Abyssinian* an* Christians of the Copt Chureli. If 
thi* be so, it occur* to me that you might be able (perhaps better than any other 
Englishman) to bring the matter to the notice of the Patriarch, and I am sun* the will 
will not Im* wanting if you feel you can do so. 

I trust you have weathered the winter and long cold spring well, and remain, 

Yours, &e. 

(Signed) GEORGE MAULE. 


No. 184. 

Dr. Beke to Earl Russell.—(Received June 23.) 

Mj Lord, Bekcsboumc, June 22, 1865. 

THE “ Athenaeum" of Saturday next, the 24th instant, will contain an article 
from my pen, headed “ A Caution to Elephant Hunters in Abyssinia,” in which I 
direct attention to a settlement on the Abyssinian coast by a body of armed men under 
a sort of military organization, projected by the Comte de Moynier, whose professed 
object is the establishment of trading stations and the shooting of elephants for their 
ivory. 

I aui not warranted in imputing to the projector of this expedition objects other 



than those avowed by him, and therefore I can only refer to the want of «mmmb of the 
expeditions of Captain de Russell in 1859-60, and the Comte du Buisson m 1804 

Nevertheless, I cannot but entertain the suspicion (which may probably bo 
participated in by your Lordship) that this is merely another of the many French 

schemes to gain a footing on the Abyssinian coast. ... . . . „ 

The apparent success of the French settlement at Obokh is not unlikely to have 
been an inducement for this further attempt. At aU events, there can lie little doubt 
of the determination of the Government of France, by one means or another, to acquire 
a firm hold on Abyssinia, with a view to obtain the command of Egypt and counteract 
British influence in that country, as well as to impede our communication w ith India and 
the East, whenever, in course of events, the two nation* shall no longer bo at peace. 

I have desired that a copy of the “ Athenamm ” may be forwarded to your Lordship 
immediately on its publication to-morrow (Friday) afternoon. ^ 

(8igntd) aVt * CHARLES BE K E. 


Inc.losurc in No. 184. 

Extract from the “ Athenetum' of June 24, 1865. 

A Caution to Elkvuant-Hunters in Abyssinia. 

Bekesbourne, June 20, 1665. 

THE “ Athemeum ” of last week announce* the projected expedition to Abyssinia 
of the Comte cl.- Moynier, “for the purpose or forming trading station, at lluUi. nenr 
Port Adulis, in the Bed Sen, amt Mount larautn, as the steep weent to HaW » 
called It is stated that the member* of the expedition will go out well armed lor 
Zir own saf-tv, and will maintain a sort of military.orgiuuHitionamongst tl.era.elve.; 
and as elephants and other noble game abound in the neighbourhood of the proposed 
settlement, a sporting element has lioen addid to the commercial one. Comi«ui ons 
are sought for the expedition, and the projector “ take* care to inform the public that 
the climate of Mount Taranta ia temperate and healthy, and that it i* not within the 
territori*** of Kin? Theodora, who put* Europeans in irons. 

I mav Is* al owed to remark, however, that thi* last assertion raciutra* some quail, 
fication, as will appear from the following extract from my recently-published pamphlet, 
“The British Captives in Abyssinia 

“ In Peeemlier, 1859, Captain de Russel, of the French Navy, landed at Zulla 
(the ancient Adulis), n<*ar Maasowah, and proceeded into the interior. I lie professed 
object of this Mission was purely scientific, Captain de Russel lieingaccompan.ed hy no 
lei than fourteen savants. At liottom it proved to Im* a political Mission to the 
‘Emperor* Negoosie. The cause of this mission was a letter said to have been 
addn^cd by Negoode to the Emperor Napoleon, offering to cede to him the Bay of 
Adulis (Vnm'slci Bay) and the Islanil of l>iW (Valentm Island, the ancient Onne) 
at it* entrance, in consideration of Franeh troop* being sent to aid Negoosie in acqmrmg 
fun possession of Tigre. Tlie Paris newspapers said at the time, la mission a pmfaite- 
menFrfasie,' the French Envoy having proceeded as far a* Gonjlar (Theoilora * capital), 
where h^had an interview with the ‘ l?mpen,r’ Negoosie. The act is, however, hat 
The Albion was unable to penetrate further than Ilalai, the frontier town where 
M de Jacobis continued to reside after his banishment, at which place Captain (le 
Russel awaited Negoode’s arrival. But tin* latter was prevented from joining him by 
Theodore's troops who even came as far as Halai, where tiny niade the E ranch Envoy 
and his companions prisoners, allowing them to remain in M. de -Jacobis s house under 
the httor’s pledge that they should not leave it fill the Emperor Iheodora s pleasure 
should lM* know n. Captain de Russel and his party escaped, however, during fie night 
of the 5th of February, I860, and returned in safety on board their vessel, whilst 
M. de Jacobis was imprisoned and fined for hara^ allowed them to escape, and died 

soon afterwards from the ill-treatment he sustained. —El). 1«, W. 

Whether, therefore, the site of the proposed settlement lie within Hieodore s 
dominions or not—which w ill depend on whether or not ligre be recognized In the 
French as a separate kingdom—it is quite certain that the Abyssinian Monarch can 

and docs “ put Europeans in irons ” even at Halai. , . , u . 

The statement that the climate of the locality m question is tempered and healthy 
is unquestionable. This is the natural consequence of the great elevation of the spot 
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which, at a distance of only twelve and a half geographical miles in a direct line from 
the sea-coast near Adulis, is upwards of 8,400 feet above the ocean. But though 
admirably adapted for a trading station, and perhaps even more so for a a military one 
it may be auctioned whether elephants and other noble game abound in the neigh- 
bournood of the proposed settlement, on account of the great elevation of the place 
Itself, and of the absence of wood and water in the narrow belt of desert country 
between the high table-land and the sea-shore. 

If the Comte de Moynier and his ail venturous companions desire to shoot elephants 
at no great distance from the coast, they had better follow in the steps of the Greek 
bumem* who was sent by King Ptolemy Philadelphia! to hunt elephants on the shores 
of tin* Red Hea, and founded the city of Ptolemois near the hunting-grounds of the 
elephants ; whence it obtained its distinguishing name of Ptolemais Theron, or Epitheras, 
as Pliny bos it. r ’ 

i ? f Ptolemai » TherSn, at Akik at Sagbir, in 18° 15' north latitude, a 

short distance to the south of Sawftkin, wen* pointed out bv me seven yeara ago in 
the Athenamm (No. 1,004, July 24, 1858, p. 112). The Comte de Moynier might 
find good s|K)rt then* at the present day, as Eumenes did upwards of 2,000 years ago 

It would, however, hanlly be safe to follow altogether the example of the wily 
Greek, who, according to the relation of ArtemidoruN of Ephesus, as pn-served b‘v 
i f* i’ *i ,,lC Y? l,ed » without the knowledge of the inhabitants, a kind of ixminsula with 
if itch and wall; and by his courteous addross gained over those w ho were inclined to 
obstruct the work, and instead of enemies made them his friends.” For, as that part of the 
roast now belongs to Egypt, it having, only within the present year, been made over bv 
. u , J a,m * uI Axi* to Ismail Pasha, the Comte de Moynier and his companions, if they 
should attempt to form their contemplated settlement, miglit find themselves exposed 
to treatment similar to that experienced by the Comte du Buisson and his party in the 
course of last year, as is thus narrated in my pamphlet already cited 

“ A Iwidy of 60 or 00 drilled soldiers, of various European nations, with several 
officers, under the command of a certain Comte du Buisson, a French subject, and 
fomerly a general in the Neapolitan service, arrived at Khartum towards the end of 
180.1. with the intention of forming a colony in the debatable country of Bogos, rendered 
memorable by the visits of Consuls Plow den ami Cameron in 1854 and 1863. M. du 
Ihusson received at first every assistance from the Egyptian authorities, enlisted several 
hundred Nuhinn*, and was escorted from Kassahili, as far as the district of Barca, by a 
lHKly of 200 Egyptian soldiers. But he having divided on remaining in Barca instead 
of proceeding to Bogos, the Mudir of Taka sent 700 men to dislodge him and bring him 
I wick to Kasalah, whence he returned to Egypt about the middle of last year. On his 
arrival there M du Buisson lodged at the French Consulate a claim against the 
Government of Egypt lor 2,000,000 fmnes, as damages for the murder of some of his men 
and the dispersion of the remainder, through the instrumentality of that Government; in 
conscience of which demand an expedition was despatched to Khartum and Kassiilah 
liv the rrernfi ( onsul-General at Alexandria, for the purpose of investigating the 
matter on the spot. The result of this mission is not yet known.”—“The British 
Captives in Abyssinia,” p. 50. * 

4 here can be little that both the Emperor of Abyssinia ond the Viceroy of Egypt 
would gladly witness the formation of commercial establishments w itliin thei- respective 
dominions; hut neither the one nor the other can reasonably he expected to permit 

settlements made by a body of Europeans well armed and under a sort of military 
organization. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 185. 

Mr. Gibson to Mr. Layard.—(Received June 24.) 

8ir ’ nv v , , Tll 25, Moorgate Street, June'23, 1865. 

l ' !> Ur i T {U J l 1 ti ‘^° , l ° I,1,ort . v addressing you to state that, having been 

down the Red Sea for some years and being intimately m*quainted with the manners, 
languages, and customs ol those countries, I take the liberty of tendering ray services 
for procuring the release of my countrymen from the King of Abyssinia. The inode of 
proj-cdure I shall keep secret to myself, but as soon as 1 have the Queen’s authority 
under sod 1 shall proceed to Cairo forthwith, and then make arrangements that shall 
insure their immediate release. The only emolument 1 ask is 5,000/. for myself to be 
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paid to me if I 
2,00<K. 


succeed, together with my expenses, which I guarantee not to exceed 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) THOS. GIBSON. 


Minute. 

Prepare draft for Mr. Inyard’s signature, simply acknowledging receipt of the 
gentleman’s offer to go to Abyssinia for 5,000/. and 2,000/. 

J. M. 


No. 180. 

Mr. Murray to Archdeacon Tatham. 

gj r> Foreign Office, June 27, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
22nd instant, offering to w’rite a letter to the Coptic Patriarch at Cairo in order to 
endeavour to obtain the liberation of the British captives in Abyssinia; and l am to 
inform you, in reply, tlrnt Her Majesty's Government have already communicated with 
the Patriarch through Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt. 

In conclusion, I am instructed by Lord Russell to convey to you his Lordship’s 
thanks for your offer. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 187. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Deke. 

Foreign Office, June 27, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tho 
22nd instant, and to state to you in reply that his Lordship has read the article which 
you have published in the “Atheneum” newspaper on the subject of the proposed 
settlement of Comte de Moynier in Abyssinia for trading and elephant shooting. 

I ain, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 188. 

Mr. Layard to Mr. Gibson. 

gjr ( Foreign Office , June 28, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter offering 
for the sum of 5,000/. your services to obtain the release of the British Captives in 
Abyssinia, and stating that your travelling expenses would not exceed 2,000/. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. II. LAYARD. 


No. 189. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Layard.—(Received June 28.) 

* Aden , June 5, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith for the information of Earl Russell, 
further despatches received from Mr. Rassam, containing most inti 1 rest mg intelligence 
from the captives themselves, and were all well up to the 1st May. 

2. Mr. Rassam has, I think, judged rightly in not giving any guarantee or promise 
of interference to Dejaj Maraod as suggested by Captain Cameron. 

3. In order that nothing may be left undone which might, in any way facilitate the 
release of the prisoners, and as Mr. Rassam may have difficulty in communicating with 
Matcmma, I have requested Mr. Colquhoun, Her Majesty’s Consul-General in hgypt, to 
try if he cannot arrange for a sum of 500 dollars being sent from Egypt also to Matemma, 
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Co moke sure the money being there if required. If both rami reach no harm will 

have been done. Mr. Colquhoun will be more likely to have means of communicating 
with that side of Abyssinia. I have asked Mr. Colquhoun to draw on me for the 
amount if he has not funds at his disposal, and with the view of keeping the disburse¬ 
ment accounts in one office. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MERE WETHER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 189. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, *** * Massowah, May 29, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith for the information of Government, copy 
of further communications I received from Captain Cameron, together with a letter 
from him to Dr. Norton Shaw of the Royal Geographical Society in London, also a 
letter from the Rev. Mr. Stem to his wife, and one from the Rev. Mr. Rosenthal 
addressed to the Rev. Mr. Goodhart, of IS, Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 

2. The letter from Mr. Stern is very interesting, ami as that gentleman has 
authorised me to make any use of it I like, 1 would recommend that a copy of it be 
made to place with the correspondence touching my Mission. I am sorry I have no 
time to make a copy of it myself to annex to tliis letter. 

8. I regret to report that the Aboona was still in confinement when the messengers 
left Mngdala on the 2nd instant, and there was no likelihood of his making matters up 
with tlie King. 

4. In accordance with the wish of Captain Cameron, I have written and thanked 
the Bishop for his kindness and civility to our people, and asked him at the same tfme 
that if ho thought that by my sending Her Miyesty’s letter to him lie could present it 
to the King himself, and believed that it would lead to the release of the prisoners, I 
would lose no time in transmitting it to him. I fear however that his continued im¬ 
prisonment would debar him from rendering any assistance for the liberation of tlie 
captives. 

6. I shall comply with everything that Captain Cameron and Mr. Stern have asked 
me to do for them, with the exception of the former's request about the promise he 
wishes me to make to the family of I)ejaj Maraud, I deem it incx)>odicnt to meddle in 
matters touching the political affaire of the country. 

6. I have not yet heard of the receipt of my third letter by King Theodoras. I 
fear that his expedition into 8hon again would create sonic delay in my gaining authentic 
Intelligence regarding its fete. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) H. RA88AM. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 189. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Magdala Mountain , April 3, 1865. 

THE Abyssinian Easter has pawed, but brought no solution and no prospect of a 
solution of our affair. The King has gone to Shoa again, lie i9 expected back in about 
a month, when possibly he may take us on to Tigre or Debra Tabor, as he eould’nt feed 
his troops here during the winter, the Walloo being at open enmity with him. Stern 
and I liave been thinking matters over, and as the w hole country is likely to be in open 
rebellion very shortly, we would urge on you most earnestly to send 500 dollars on my 
account to tfatemma, to lie left in the luuids of Mr. Eiberlei of the Jerusalem Mission, 
and to send a note with it to Mt. Waldemeur at Yaffat, which Eiberlei can forward to 
him, to the effect that such sum has been placed at our disposal. I have given Dejaj 
Manual ten dollars out of the 200. It would be well if von gave his servant 00 to 
100 dollars for himself, and a strong promise to do anything for his family that the 
state of the country may require. He is anxious on this latter point, as he forgets 
great trouble's shortly in Tipi His messengers should have fifteen or twenty dollars, 
my servant Lueuma tin* same; but tell him it is on my account, or be may consider 
himself your servant and give me trouble hereafter. 

Things have risen to femine prices here, and we will have difficulty in supplying 
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ourselves with the necearariee of life. If we are kept oo this mountain for the winter. 
It is impossible to suggest anything in regard to getting us out, but I fear unless the 
Government te'Js the King plainly that the retention of a single prisoner will be 
followed by war. Stem, Rosenthal, and Macraire may be detained, as the King has a 
particular hatred of these three. I only tell you this on behalf of these poor |>eoplo. 
The Government however will, I feel sure, act rightly as well as considerately, and wa 
are prepared to acquiesce in every thing. Remember me kindly to Munsingcr and the 
Catholic Mission, and believe me 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 

I have placed half of the 200 dollars to Stem’s account as I do not know whether 
it came from the Government or from some funds of my own. As Stem and I get on 
well together, I null always do the same; he kept me alive last winter. 

C. D. C. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 189. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Magdala Prison, May l, 1865. 

OUR letters are to start to-morrow, and Mr. Stem has shown me a letter he 
bos written to England containing the salient points connected with his imprisonment. 
His letter lias been hastily written, I have, therefore, thought it necessary to odd, 
which I do with his concurrence, that I made two Applications on his behalf—the first 
was after the Bishop had given large presents ineffectually to obtain his liberation; the 
second afterwards, when his papers wen* being translates!, at which point I tried to 
arrest the whole affair by begging the King to hand him and Mr. Rosenthal over to 
me, and to let me send them out of the country together with anything they had 
written against him, and I would lay the matter before their own Government. I 
made a third application, begging that they might lie sent out of tlie country ; when I 
wrote requesting to be allowed to go to my poet, in a<H*nilanoc with my orders, as it 
was evident I could do nothing further in the matter with any credit to myself or the 
Government. I add these prints onlv because they were omitted by Mr. Stem, and 
make the story clearer as regards myself. 

Yours, A**- 

(Signed) ' 0. DUNCAN CAMERON. 

I beg you will consider this a sort of postscript to Mr. Stem’s letter, and add it in 
any use you may make of the latter, as l am necessarily compelled to postpone my 
own report unti\ I shall see the Gaffat people, when a groat deal wuieli neither 
Mr. Stem nor myself can now’ explain will become more plain. 

C. D. C. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 189. 

Consul Cameron Uj Mr. Shaw. 

My dear Shaw, Magda/a Mountain , April 30, 1806. 

I WROTE you a hasty note nearly two years ago merely to let you know that I 
was alive and working. A week after I wa* at death’s door from fever, and only 
saved by pushing on to our missionary station beyond tlie Abyssinian frontier. 

I suppose you will have heard of the mission having been broken up some time 
after, and the ugly crisis in which the missionaries became involved. 

1 kept clear for three months, but, at last, I was obliged to come to tlie point, and 
got bow led over. So here I am with live and twenty pounds of chains to my legs, and 
no groat chance of getting rid of them for some time. My black friend lias hail a long 
innings. Stem has been chained now over nineteen months, and I, sixteen. But I 
suppose it will all end in the countiy being opened, and a mixed civilization of 
missionaries and filibusters, chapels of ease, and cafes ebaniants being introduced : so 
it is all right. H protection could be ensured to Europeans to develop tiie resources 
of the country, it might be made to produce anything; but hone, mule, and cattle 











breeding, cotton and coffee forming, are what it is best adapted for. Cotton along the 
coast or within easy reach—coffee, indigo, madder, and even sugar, along the Lake 
Dembee and in the low countries, even when in and beyond Western Tigrrf. The 
Qalla countries beyond here produce musk, spices, gold dust, and ivory in abundance. 
I buy thirty pounds of coffee from the Galla peasantry here for a dollar, it is not good, 
but no trouble is taken alx»ut its cultivation. 

God alone knows whether 1 sliall l>e able to write again to you about these things, 
still more s|H*ak to you about them, some day ; but “ the blue heaven is above all!” as 
lx»r says. I will try and write before winter sets in. “ Waes Hael ” is good old 
Haxon—I drink to your health in mead—remember me to Burton, Mr. White, and all 
other geographical friends. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES D. CAMERON. 


IncloBure 5 in No. 189. 

Mr. Stem to Mrs. Stern. 

My dear Charlotte, Amba Magdala, Southern Abyssinia, April 180*». 

AS then* is just now an opportunity of sending to Maasowah, 1 hasten to write, 
as I know, from my own feelings, how anxious you must be to receive tidings from this 
horrid land. little did you or 1 anticipate that sad morning when a gloomy forelxxling 
allowed you only to utter a faltering “God bless you,” that our separation would be so 
long. Months ago my sufferings and imprisonment might have terminated, liad not 
always some untoward event occurred to frustrate my hojx*. The only comfort in all 
the afflictions that have been my lot for nearly nineteen months is the consciousness 
that ever since a gracious Providence directed my wandering Btops to this country, I 
have only sought the welfare of souls and the glory of the Redeemer. My object was, 
of course, grossly misrepresented; and I believe that, next to the members of Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Government, King Thcodorus considers me the great«*st miscreant 
that, ever breathed the free air of heaven. But I must not lx* prodigal with the limit'd 
quantity of paper at my disposal, nor dare I Is* diffusive in my statements, without 
attracting the eyes of the guard ; then*fore I simply jot down the points connected with 
my own and fellow prisoners’ painful history. You an* aware that in the beginning of 
April, 18(1*1, l reached Abyssinia. Our Mission, though restricted in its operations, was 
then most prosperous, and, despite obstacles, I cherished the most hallowed anticipations 
respecting the future. In June, Captain Cameron, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, 
arrived a stvond time at our station in (rondar. The King, w ho had been at some 
distance, accidentally came to our neighlxmrhood. During his stay in our vicinity, I 
heard several times that lie was annoyed that Captain Cameron had not brought an 
answer to his letter to the British Government, and also for having gone round the 
frontier and formed, as was falsely represented, prejudicial intimacies with his enemies 
the Turks. Against us and our Mission l also hoard unfavourable reports ; and, as I 
knew the priests were opjxised to its and our works, I communicated ray fears to my 
follow labourers, and we all agreed not to incur any expense, except what was indis- 
ponsably necessary for tin* support of Rcliools, Scripture readers, and the extensive 
circulation of the Word of God. Not expecting violence or possible detention, even 
under the most adverse circumstances, 1 visited the Salushas of various districts ; and, 
at the end of August, accompanied by Cornelius, set out for Armahgioho, a province 
well inhabited by galoshes who had never seen a missionary or heard the tidings of 
redeeming love. About the 20th of September I was back to Gondar, and on the 
evening of my return a Royal order summoned the British Consul, all the missionary 
agents, and myself, to Gondar, to hear the reading of a letter which M. Banlel 
had brought from the Emperor of the French. All obeyed the lxfflest; and on the 
morning of the 2nd of October, I think (the dates may not be quite correct), the despatch 
was publicly read, and the fictitious interview between M. Bardel and Napoleon III 
narrated before the small Europ«m C >lony. The King was exceedingly dissatisfied 
with the letter and the m'cption of his messenger, and I know that M. Lejean, 
the French Consul, might still keep us company, had not Abouna Salama arrested 
the King’s violence, and promised him permission to leave. M. Lejean and M. Lagard, 
a French physician, were peremptorily requested to quit Abyssinia, and the rest 
returned to their respective homes. The crisis, which for some time had been 
looming in the distance, was now drawing nearer and ntarec; all felt that there was 
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surprise, 1 saw glimmering tin Km„ • -tesv forlmcle me to advance 

form ‘-lining to him, »« <«»»' lj y , the wearisome- Itouw of 

s££f’ 

wan.-,I. and the Wutifal morn.nK rtar, ««««»« alno Tl.w’ £«r 1. .howed 

My ttXT at Uondar, and at the royal 

behiv^me f^ all thougbTl l suW^-ntlv ham t, that m, w* 
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and that I could not possibly survive my horrid wounds. Find, who 
■*. G °. bta,ned **»™ ‘o Rive me medicine and his occasional hope- 
R " ,t "’ a . nd * rp F" lar “PPly <>f wholesome provision from the house of the 
« l h " X ,!r toU, ( r. o{ t m / Mmda. staved off the fever, and brought on 

(Cm,, Tt 1 h - °. r pourable letters from thHSritish 



nrrt utmotl., , f „ rv. ' •’ , “V. -*•«**, A urcUMIIltll nil UKSlMUinCC U 

was not "trietly of a conciliatory an ,l fnendly character. About the beginning of 
8< pU tuber, the King wrote to his European workmen at Oaffat tliat be laid tortured 

uT° ktv aud ‘7 ,f tb 7 ?PP r< > v ? d , of **» should come to Gondar and 
ro-unito us. My prospects now looked bright and hopeful, when unexpectedly His 

Krj?fc‘. (t l l “ ,,W tbr °7 b W ' , :r’ but Wi " ^.without SK 
,.1 J• i Ut<1 P a I M ‘ rN . unfavourable to him. This was exactly four weeks 
a . ^ ,M »ting and incarceration. Not draining of anything inauspicious and 

wir ;: 1 It "rrs* 

whin urn vpwtedlv Samuel and a party of soldiers came rushing into mv prison seized 
every article ,n it, and carried it off to the King. Mv Egyptian servant '.Wnbwho 

InmilZn P r,s<,T, ^ th ; ,u ^ not in chains, was* Requested to’folhJ! Two 

. * torturin K suspense hnxl elapsed, when my boxes, &c., M en* again brought hack 

m,nus every- paper and book. 1 anxiously interrogated ps,r J«ES. rtSt 
incident, hut. he was so agitated and nervous, that I could but gather from his incZ 
heient sentences that every paper and 1 km, k had been handed to M. llardel who acted 

w a 1 m IlcndegfH) (clever man) ; then again, a “ souan goulenga” (a shrewd man). 

1 mg prospects of freedom and n*storation to the lM>som of mv family from that 

arndn fr"""' Tl* ° f V‘" T,'"’ S "" k "'hid'" vision, Z .IM^ 

, , k ’ r, °'! 8 ’ 3n<1 ‘Iwmal. Being removed from all human aid, 1 threw im self 
' me" " , ’'""'""'••.'K'e. aml fearlessly braved the crested waves tlmt threaten^ to 

1 1 ■ I 1 V T"""? S lven 111 «**rge of severer guards, and tied bands and 

fri t. Joseph, who, tenderly- attached to me, unable to speak bis deep emotions -.maned 
and sighed as if lus heart would break. Twenty-five soldiers and five duels were now 
appointed as my regular guard. But notwithstanding this formidable watch some 
ttsually. during he night) put their legs items* my stiffened limb, to ,“ i I'Z 

mv-tenr A"'" “'"'T ‘ w »P p - No stranger was allmv.sl ^approach 

y lent. A servant of the chief gaoler now and then baked me a few flat cakes and 

wall, ,n,> " r“ • "7 " f W “ ,,,r - So " ,< ‘ " r tl "' ‘guards, in whose good graces I had 

warmisl myself, infornns me that I had an enemy at Gondar. and s,ampin., their 

fi gers (a sum that all .* over), ejaculated «We are all dust, and must ,lie " On 
luesday evening as stated, I was bound in fetters hands and feet; and on the Monday 
following, I heard from a delegate ofthe King that all the missiomirv agents had bee,’, 
brought m chains to the camp. Subsequently I was informed they had again been all 

M Ma i ; S ’;" in in "'" ; “"<> finally, to add to mv em.fusion 

tl ./tl V ' |‘ ,'T' * e J v "" t <lf t,1P Brl,isl > Consul, sent me word, thrme.li a soldier’ 

,a the longed-for letter fmm the British Oovemment would arrive in tvm davs aud 
that on In,la, 1 was to Ik- liberated. Seconds viel.hsl to minutes mtoutos to'hm^ 
and at last came h relay. I had aln-ady lost trust i„ messages, but ,-arlv on that 
“"Thl ° n e y "VT™ 0 an ' 1 gratitude, the feet-chains were opened 

C !l‘ ,n S’; ' m J a my U ' D J n l lri *""r, and pmyerfullv rumimnteLn mv 
lutiin deshtly. About midday, my fierce chief gaily marched into the tent n»,H 

eommamhvl that I should accompany him to His Majesty. I immediately obeviil the 
aurnmons. hut instead of a private interview with the Monarch, I found the* whole army 

wMhe Kinw ’T'Tl'h' '' hioh was occupied by a kind of throne, on wbieE 

r , , b ' r a,l 1 j Hl * llk, ' n umbrellas. On the left side of llis Majesty 

l ' in to ™™; Iianlo L “r 1 I ^ ,ldpr - “O' 1 on the right a host of priest, and scribes 
wlnist m the interior of the square, squatted upon carpets, were ramred in opposite 

lin. , the Kmgs European workmen, ller Britannic Majesty’s Consul, and the-mission 
anes. lie taees of some, and the dejection of others, filled one with mingled fc elin-rs 

whrSroVT^, oai :?f >'■- Europeans ventured to ^- atT 

0 . , Shttering eye, vainly tned to pierce mv inmost soul Fearless 

Z ZZZ “urt o/pL mtegrity 0f " y 1 tJ ZZt 

hi u -her l ‘a, t rt,e i!i | ia " ^' ,ude 1 , do " of m - v •' in » Iwastful strain), which always rose 
higher as the danger la-eame more imminent, almost flagged, as on looking round 7 saw 
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Rosenthal in chains, standing about 100 steps X^w^T^ci^ 

held. A violent pull iroin uk j y t f i: .* 0 r death was pronoimml 

he got was then read, and accenting to that ^de 1,11 ""“.ntli ing thus anmmn«d 

and hopes itortorm s sak. tne ^ ^ mo „ f orm idahle of these were, the assertion 

were brought ionvard .i^ain t , , . p wer wou id romovc mtolemm*e, and 

g ; place wheretv bleaching in the my. ofthe ^ Xl-',!“ 

rSHsSS csfeS-JMs is 

ing full well, from ^ nlon on mv b«*lialf. Uo at first did not deign to 

intreat«*d him to solicit tin l\ ) I * t he an „ r ily retorted, “To-morrow, 

tZoZZ^e Kioag'now'waved his hand,‘and both Mr. Rosenthal and myself were 
1Wl evening fastened round the legs; Faith had 

in tin nan .. *, J. LS \• orbie'a wife one of the greatest men of the country, I 

8b> ^t.sl letter from the British Government, an intelligence that came to us quite 
ex^t.s tettir Ir in t - m though of Ufe-long duration, must ,.ertonn its 

incidentally. Every }> to thf , t Tllis we more fully experienced in 

% 5 S^rrS^vSSssiiiS£ 








should U»reL to Zp^r U-7 

s«sast#^ps 

sttAs^tstSScSS^Sa 

ll„, ,,)'! n4 T'' ,l |'.' “ more in . tro «W<; »1»1 .-xhaustiiig anxiety rolled away; I do not recollect 

mm 

ir.to 

wZfi'.tnV' r ,la i V . . m,r tort on Mr. l’liul ravin*' niv 11 

effect ’ ,,f; m '*’ t ' lmu ' s l | y »<> prevent the command from being carried into 

SS 3 ^Sm^S^T ~3 

write to mv friends toTnsme Tl'r Phr' ™“ e "'*"" to me ««<1 requested’me to 

iSiipiiSiil 

EE^sseafe^ggi 

«- » *£?!/££ %'ZJtZ2 SmZT* * nic, ”“ f “”' id " ,bl ' **'“'• ** b « ^ «-* to 
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drtu^oA two and two chained together, across the country, everv moment in danger 
Sg&g the other ftom the mule and breaking one’s neck, and when 

JL toil t<u>»*th«*r with about 200 persons of various ranks, ages, sixes, real or 

l^rt onhe y rwo S rd? in ^onrife LK peril of the climate, in pert of 
nesKtonce Olle «nall-pox carding off thousands of natives within our immediate 
neighbourhood), in weariness aiid painfulness, in watchings often; Mr. . an myse 

“ bU VVeT-.“e {^o i p^h‘^e^5!tut God taught us practical to» out of it; 
we came henf tobe active missionariel, but He made u. suffering on«; and wc^bdheve 
Vs we have suffered with Him, we sliall also reign with him ; many 
<Hiveranees; many trials, hut sufficient street, ;m,a,iy ffiam 
hut abundant support; many sorrows, but strong consolations from above, many 
aantf bm^oT supplies’; aye, an.l many an instant rop y to fervent pravem. 
* WIh '11 thoiT'passest through the waters,” &c. (Isa. xlu., 2). Me have, indeed, 
experienced the lieliever’s portion in an eminent and extraordinary degreei, no «aclu- 

sioii from hut-rent help under affliction; no overflowings, no scoldings. M by, thin 

should we’ despair for the future V “ The wrath of man sliall praise thee; the remainder 

of wrath thou slialt restrain.” Our covenant God will bring ”though 
to us our Christian privilege in a Christian country, and our lost liberty, and, though 

^ l^’inliLm^y" and^peaoeable measure have failed to produce the 

arelr i[«'anwhile, farewell. We and our little one an' quite well. We send our love to 
you and all Christian friends. Mrs. K. mills a few lines herself. The gmu.of t 

lord .lesus Ctirist be with you all, (Signed) H. ROSENTHAL. 

My th“ough to write to my parenU; address M. Rosenthal, in Furstent,urg. 
Meoklenburgh. 

No. 190, 


Mr. Rolfe to Earl Russell.—(Received June 27.) 

Mv Lml, Burlton Lodge , Barnes, June 20, 1805. 

I IX) not know whether your attention ha* born called to the extract* which I 
inclose. They have appeared in a series of amusing satirical letters bearing the 
signature of “ A Wandering Pole,” which lias l>eeu attracting considerable attention, 
tlie writer l>eing supposed to bo the author iff the celebrated Circassian work (an 
advertisement of which l also inclose). Nos. 1 and 2 I have been able to obtain to-day. 
No. 3, I could only get to copy. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) A. ROLl’E. 


Inclosure in No. 190. 

Newspaper Extract. 

IN alluding in a former letter to the advantages of holding Hritish diplomatic 
appointments abroad, I mentioned in particular the Abyssinian captives, since which 
Lord Chelmsford has brought their case before the House of Lords, and given a 
very clear statement of the tacts, as far as he was aware of them. His motion for the 
production of letters .and papers was of course opposed by the Government, hut he 
divided the House, and got a majority, tin* result of which will 1 k», that the said papers 
will be produced, and there the matter will end, as far as any good to the unfortunate 
prisoners who still survive, are concerned. 

Mv object in referring to this matter again, is simply to mention, that the fear of 
the Foreign Secretary is, that the publication of certain papers, might, by their reaching 
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done wrong, we must crave your Royal pardon.’' Samuel, who acted as interpreter, had 
not quite translated the aliove sentence, when the King commanded to take away our 
slianuis and shirts. Miserable, wretched, with a mere rag about the waist, we were 
conducted back to our prison. Our guards now consulted among them whether they 
should leave us in the open air or permit us to occupy again the tent. The. fears of 
our escape induced them again to resign us to our old plac<*s, where, on the bare 
ground, we spent a never-to-be-forgotten twelve hours. Cold and chilly was the night; 
gloomy and sad approached the dawn of day. Our chief jailor, who had gone to the 
King, came bock in about two hours, but instead of leading us to execution, as we had 
every reason to believe, he brought to each a tattered rag, and also ordered us to liave 
some bread and water. Respite, and not release, did not lighten our burden or mitigate 
our mental and physical sufferings. A young native lad in the service of Mr. Flad, 
accompanied by n friendly soldier, came to the door of our tent, and, by signs, gave us 
to understand that we were ere long to lx* liberated. Our guards also put a stop to 
their petty tyrannies, and liecamc even civil and communicative. We now heard from 
all sides that our lives Imd l>een in imminent peril; nay, we were assured that the day 
the King lmd us stripisd, the knives to out off our hands and feet were actually lying 
close to when* we stood, and that the tell deed was only prevented by the remonstrances 
and intercessions of the head of the Merets. Thus, almost miraculously delivered from 
mutilation and a horrible death, we shook off the depressing melancholy which deprived 
us almost of our senses, and l>egan again to foster the prayerful hope of freedom and 
liberty. 

Fifteen days more in trouble and exhausting anxiety rolled away ; I do not n*eolh*et 
the date, hut it was a rainy and dull morning that our tent door was lifted up and, to 
our surprise as well as joy, there enteml Flad, Samuel, and several of the Bishop's and 
King’s people. My laxly being almost lx*nt double by the chains, Flad softly requested 
me not to disguise, as is customary at the receipt of a Royal message, but simply told 
us that IIih Majesty wished me to give him the exact price of certain articles which 
had Ih'ch present'd to him by the Metropolitan.* Having finished the valuation, which I 
could easily do, us most had 1m*c» purchased by me in England, Samuel ordcnxl me to get 
up, and then in a bland speech he informed me that it had been the King’s design to 
to kill me, but that God luid not |>oniiitted it, and that now 1 had the means of regain¬ 
ing the royal favour if 1 supplied Mr. Flad, who was going to Europe, with letters to 
procure mechanics and two gunpowder makers; on the return of Mr. Flad, His 
Majesty would also allow me to leave Abyssinia, and that too overloaded with presents 
and a name famous in Africa and Europe; during the interval 11 is Majesty would let 
me free, and afford me occii))ation in taking for him photographic sketches. I felt 
inclined to object to these proposals, but Flood to whom tin* King himself had shown 
the sjH)t where he intended to kill me, advised me to gite my unqualitied assent to every 
demand, as otherwise it might go badly with myself and also Mr. Rosenthal, llis 
Majesty sent the other day to open our hand-chains, but on Mr. Flad saying my logs 
were in a liad state, the order was reversed. 1 heard subsequently that the King hinted 
that the same fetters should that very day Is* attached to the Consul and Maekurer, and 
that, he had to lx*g most earnestly to prevent the command from living carried into 
effect. 

Our affairs, though still undecided, assumed a more favourable aspect. We were 
again allowed to have a servant and also clothing, which you will consisted of 

shifts, from Mrs. Rosenthal's and Mrs. Find’s rifled wardrobes. What we most prized 
were two Bibles, a solace we bad not enjoyed for six long and trying weeks. Boor 
•Joseph, w hose constitution, fright, terror, and suffering had entirely sapped, was removed 
to Gondar, when* after a week’s illness he breathed his last. Two or three days after 
the above incidents, Mr. Find and Samuel came again to me and requested me to 
write to my friends to ensure Mr. Find’s mission success, mechanically I complied 
w ith the Royal letter, and then made some real arrangements with Flad on the subject. 
Another year of exile and misery appeared inevitable, the King himself communicated 
his Agreement with me to the Europeans at Gaffut. .lodging rightly of my own feelings 
they justly remonstrated with the King against my farther detention, and instead of a 
machine and gunpowder makers, through me they promised to provide themselves all 
His Majesty required. This objection appeared plausible to the King, and they were 
requested to come to the camp at Gondar, to reconcile us, w hen Captain Cameron, 
uninformed of all this, sent in a letter demanding leave to depart for his |*ostat Massowah 
iu accordance with orders from the British Government. This once mope proved fatal 

• The bishop urrwnU-d to the Kin? on hi* o«n account article* of considerable value, a* hoped thereby to 
gain hi* favour, and promote my reiteration to freedom. 









177 


to my own and his prospects, and on January 3rd, 1801, Captain Cameron, his European 
servants, and all the missionaries were put in fetters, and we, together with them confined 
in one common prison, within the royal inclosure. 

The above is a hasty, brief, and unvarnished statement of facts which you will 
kindly, communicate to Mr. Goodhart, for the information of all who sympathise with 
me and my fellow-prisoners. On a future occasion if I get paper, l shall furnish you 
with an account of our subsequent career of suffering, viz., messages from the King, 
fresh liatred against rae—awful passage of Scripture—suspected warning to me and 
Rosenthal before execution, full and complete pardon to Rosenthal and myself— 
release of Flaad, and the other Missionary agents—M. Ban lei's return from Cassala, 
imprisonment, royal message that Rosenthal was the cause of all our troubles—release 
of Roeentlial from his fetters, controversy about .religious facts between the King and 
myself—ruthless temerity in quoting Isaiah lviii.—Public interview between the Metro¬ 
politan and myself—refusal to criminate him—torture with ropes—Royal message, 
“I know you are not afraid to die, but I shall not kill you, on the contrary I shalll at 
regular intervals torture you (t.r. myself) till the flesh falls in rotten pieces from your 
body.” Several nights more frightful torture—Finally, removal of all the prisoners to 
Amin Magdala. These and the fonner facts if fully delineated would form a lxx>k of 
real horror far stronger than the most improbable and terrifying fiction. God bless 
you all, and in the pleasing and prayerful hop© that we shall yet in God’s own appointed 
time he reunited, 

I remain, &c. 

3frs. H. Stem, (Signed) HENRY A. STERN. 

16, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 189. 

Letter from Mr. Rosenthal to his Family. 

Dear Mother and Relatives, 

YOU will no doubt hear within a short time of a letter of the Rev. H. A. Stern, in 
which the some gives a sketch of the sufferings we had to undergo since our arrival in 
this country, with the circumstances which accelerated them, in order to prevent ill- 
disposed persons from misconstruing his course of action here. Although the history 
of his sufferings comprises that of our own, with the exception of the beating, which 
the former received at the first, yet as Mrs. Rosenthal and the child sliaml our lot in 
part on the one hand, and were separated from me for aliout two months on the other, 
during which period I neither heard from them or of them, you can easily imagine 
that these additional bereavements greatly contributed to my own sorrows, f have not 
written to you liefore for reasons too obvious to require any further explanation, and the 
present has for its object only, to testify to the goodness and protecting care of our 
Heavenly Father, who in these various trials has not suffered us to succumb, nor our 
faith to decrease. 

At our wedding day the Rev. Mr. Goodhart reminded us and gave to us as a motto 
the beautiful promise “ As tbv day so shall thy strength be,” and He in whom is yea and 
in Him Amen, has been faithful in tliat he promised, so that we have a go<>d hope 
towards our Lord Jesus Christ who has delivered us out of six troubles, that the seventh 
also shall come nigh unto us. 

Take therefore good courage, let faithful prayers ascend to the Throne of Glory, 
trust firmly that God in his own time will answer our mutual prayers, and then hope 
assuredly that we shall soon lie re-united, to relate to you our experiences, and with 
them our growth in spiritual life, our aftlctions uitli its sanctifying influence, and the 
story of our captivity, which tended to bestow upon us more certain that lilierty, with 
which the Son maketh free. 

We shall then raise up togetluv our Ebenezer, saying “ Hitherto the Lord lias 
helped us, and praise him for the wonderful dealings with the children of men.” I 
only add a few topics which concern more especially Mrs. Rosenthal and myself, as 
Mr. Stem has written all concerning himself to the time of my seizure and our 
imprisonment together. From that period our lot was one, so that I can safely refer 
you to his letter. 

After the imprisonment of Mr. Stern I was in continued dread lest something 
untoward should also happen to me, because I gave to the former some letters to 
forward, one a missionary report to the 8ociety, also to several friends delineations of 
f73] 2 Z 
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the character and prospects of our work, to interest them in the cause, and one descrip¬ 
tion of our journey from the coast to the interior, and a six months’ residence in this 
country, to which some personal remarks were added. Our anxiety was only too soon 
verified by the event; we were taken prisoners on the 5th- of November, 1863, our 
animals, grain stored up for the succeeding six months, clothes, books, medicines, 
money, in fact all we possess'd was seised, and we were for the next three days 
subject'd to a series of insults, inconveniences, and wants in our own house. Our 
servants wen* driven to grind and bake day and night, yet in spite of this we were 
nearly starving for lack of a piece of bread. Some time alter this event, the personal 
effects of Mrs. Rosenthal were returned, only to bo re-taken, hultsoqucntly and finally 
she and our child were also left entirely destitute of do tiling. When we arrived in 
Gondar I was chained hand and foot, and put in a separate tent from that of 
Mrs. Rosenthal; both were filled by soldiers to excess, and Mrs. Rosenthal was 
actually obliged to 1 m* g and cry to lie allowed to have two female servants sleeping at 
her sides. The Friday following my bitters were removed, and I joyfully anticipated 
entire release, but imagine ray surprise and disappointment when instead of that 1 was 
brought Iwfore a gorgeous assembled multitude to be judged (side Mr. Stem’s first day 
of judgment). Mr. Stern and myself were both condemned to death according to the 
dictates of the “Tactu Negeslu, a book firmly believed to be of Divine origin, and 
although I repeatedly begged for mercy during the examination, I only received the 
answer to reply to the questions put to me. We both made one more attempt, the 
former in Arabic, and myself in Arabic, but were simply told “ buckru ” (to-morrow ), a 
word expressive of Oriental velocity. During this made trial two different soldiers 
bolding my cluiius fell down at my side and were carried off like corpses. 

We were now both confined to the same tent, and hand and foot irons were laid 
on in such a manner that we could not stand upright. My fetters were of a specially 
cruel construction. Usually the hoops art' separated by two or three links; mine, 
however, were keeping my feet within the eighth of an inch closely together, and 
whenever 1 desired to move 1 was obliged to crawl upon both hands and feet. These 
are designated slave irons. I omit the intervening time until the chaining of Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Consul and the other Europeans. Mr. 8.’s and my condition were 
a little ameliorated through this novel proceeding; but what Mrs. Rosenthal, Mr.Flad, 
and the poor children suffered in Gondar during this 3rd January, 1864, and the 
following two days, bailies description. They were maltreated, received abusive 
language, and were deprived of food. In their extremity Mrs. It. opened the Bible 
at random, and fastened her eye on the comforting words of Joseph to his brother, at 
once so appropriate to afford courage and submission to themselves (Gen. i, 21):— 
“ Fear ye not, I will nourish you and your little ones.” God did bless the supply of 
Mrs. U.’s nourishment so that she kept the two poor babies (ours and Mrs. Flail’s) for 
three days from famishing. 

They were, however, soon brought to the camp, ami at the end of January 
permitted to visit as. Oh, my God, w hat a meeting this of mine with my poor wife 
and child after two months’ separation under such trying circumstances ! 

I pass over the liberatiou of the German missionaries, a painful illness and opera¬ 
tion of Mrs. R., a dangerous fever of my child, aud come to Sunday, the 28th or 29t.h 
February. 

At that day the King asked something of Mr. SteflPbt reference to the Rible, 
which l happened to answer, and being thus informed, ggjjvo immediate orders for the 
opening of my chains. I was indulged to occupy the saBe tent with Mrs. R., w ithin 
a few yards of the European prisoners, and, thank God, we both say, we were never 
since separated. 

Thus we remained until the fearful evening of the 13th May, only alluded to by 
Mrs. S. Mrs. R., hearing our grouns and cries, rushed out of the tent towards us, 
and, with the baby in her arms, who was then but ten months old, was beaten, knocked 
down, tnwl u|M>n, and dragged Irnck to the tent senseless. The marks of this treatment 
were visible after many days. That evening the poor child had a relapse, and remained' 
weakly and sick for many many months. 

When Mrs. R. revived, she lamented and agonised over the supposed death of 
myself and Mr. Stem. I was at last conducted back to her, lacerated, and with the 
distorted features of tv madman. 

The same tragedy was rej>erformcd the following evening upon three of us, and 
Mrs. Rosenthal’s sad pleasure consisted afterwards in healing out i npoteut arms. 1 
was again chained, anti remained so ever sines*. Then we passed the incessant rains 
of a tropical winter in an old tom tent, experienced many disappointed hopes, were 


t 









179 


dragged, two and two eliained together, across the country, every moment in danger 
of pulling the other from the mule and breaking one’s neck, and when arriving here, 
were huddled together with about 200 persons of various ranks, ages, sexea, real or 
supposed crimes, and different chainings, within a space of 60 feet diameter. Mrs. U. 
is not or ever was tied, yet she is considered a prisoner. To sum up the whole, we 
have been iu peril of the sword, in peril on the road, in |>eril of the climate, in peril of 
pestilence (the small-pox carrying off thousands of natives within our immediate 
neighbourhood), in weariness and painfulness, in watchings often; Mr. S. and myself 
in hunger and thirst, in cold and nakedness. 

We came here to preach the Gospel, hut God taught m practical lessons out of it: 
we came here to he active missionaries, but lie made us suffering ones; and we believe 
this assurance—“ As wc have suffered with llim, we shall also reign with himmany 
dangers, but frequent deliverances; many trials, hut sufficient strength; many fears, 
hut abundant support; many sorrows, but strong consolations from above; many 
wants, but gracious supplies; aye, and many an instant reply to fervent prayers. 
“When thou passest through the waters,” &c. (Isa. xliii, 2). We have, indeed, 
experienced the believer’s portion in an eminent and extraordinary degree; no exclu¬ 
sion from, hut great help under afllietion; no overflowings, no scoldings. Why, then, 
should we despair for the future ? “ The wrath of man shall praise thee; the remainder 
of wrath thou shalt restrain.” Our covenant God will bring us back to you; restore 
to us our Christian privilege in a Christian country, and our lost liberty, and, “ though 
He torn’ long, yet will I wait for llim.” 

Hitherto conciliatory letters and peaceable measures have failed to produce the 
desired effi*ct. 

Meanwhile, farewell. We and our little one ure ouite well. We send our love to 
you and all Christian friends. Mrs. 11. adds a few lines herself. The grace of the 
lord Jesus Christ be with you all, 

(Signed) H. ROSENTHAL. 


My dear Emma, 

Be kind enough to write to my parents; address M. Rosenthal, in Furstenburg, 
Meokleuburgh. 


No. 190, 


Mr. Rolfr to Earl Russell.—(Received June 27.) 

My I»rd, Burlton Lodge, Marne*, June 26, 1865. 

I DO not know whether your attention has been called to tlie extracts which I 
inclose. They have apj>cared in a series of amusing satirical letters touring the 
signature of “ A Wandering Pole,” which lins been attracting considerable attention, 
the writer being sup|>osed to to* the author of the celebrated Circassian work (an 
advertisement of which I also inclose). Nos. 1 and 2 1 have been able to obtain to-dav. 
No. 3, 1 could only get to copy. 

T have, Ac. 

(Signed) A. ROLFE. 


Inclosure in No. 190. 

Newspaper Extract. 

IN alluding in a former letter to the advantages of holding British diplomatic 
appointments abroad, I mentioned in particular the Abyssinian captives, since which 
Lord Chelmsford lias brought their <*ase liefore the House of Ijords, and given n 
very clear statement of the facts, as far as he was aware of them. His motion for the 
production of letters and papers was of course opposed by the Government, but he 
divided the House, and got a majority, the result of which will be, that the said papers 
will be produced, and there the matter will end, as far as any good to the unfortunate 
prisoners who still survive, are concerned. 

My object in referring to this matter again, is simply to mention, that the fear of 
the Foreign Secretary is, that the publication of certain papers, might, by their reaching 
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the Emperor of Abyssinia, cause the last state of the captives to be worse than the 
first. Now, it happens that from having some years ago, wandered into that country, 
and having the intention when I left it, of returning on some future day, I established 
friendly relations with certain parties there, and my means of obtaining information 
of the doings in the interior, are at present quite as reliable, and I have no doubt, far 
more comprehensive than those possessed by the Foreign Secretary ; and I can assure 
any person interested in the affair, that there is no need of any delicacy or caution in 
the publication of papers, for llis Abyssinian Majesty is (piite conversant with all that 
transpire not only in connection with this particular affair, hut also with a great deal 
else that the Foreign Secretary has not the remotest notion of. And as to publicity 
rendering the condition of the prisoners worse, that, I believe, from accounts which 
have reached me, to he impossible. If it were not for paining certain parties, I would 
say much more on the subject of the Abyssinian captives. I almost wish for their 
sake* that they were friends or countrymen of mine, for if they were, I have not the 
■lightest doubt tliat their condition would soon be far less precarious than it is at 
pnwent, for King Theodorus is a first-rate fellow, if you only come to know him, and 
a capital sportsman, and has an unlimited supply of game. My reminiscences of the 
liamletH of the Galla, the forests of Killafec and Gonee, the mountains of Gozeree, the 
wnters of Lake Dcmliea, the hanks of the Blue Nile, the beautiful grass of Atharu, 
and aliove all of the old house on the hill of Mucculla, almost incline me to wish I had 
a brother with a chain round his leg at Magdala, as an excuse for calling upon King 
Theodorus and assist him in knocking over some of his big game. 


Mr. Murray to Mr. Rolfe. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 29, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
2ttth instant, inclosing extracts from newspai>enr on the subject of the British subjects 
now detained as captives in Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


IN the |mpers relating to the Abyssinian captives, ns published in the “ Daily 
News” of the21st ultimo,* a letter of your Lordship, dated 13th November, 1861,* is 
quoted, in which it is stated that “ the Queen having heard that the King of Abyssinia 
I>nid a ransom for the late Mr. Consul Plowden, and being desirous of nmkinj some 
acknowledgment for his kindness, had direct'd that a suitable present should be sent 
to the King.” 

I beg leave respect fully to inform your Jx>rdship that the ransom above mentioned 
was |*nid out of the estate of the late Mr. Consul Plowden, the money having been 
advanced in the first instance by certain Gondar merchants, to whom it was repaid, as 
above stated, through Mr. Bnrroni, my late brother’s agent at Mnssowali. 

.Vs ray brother’s repn*sentative 1 take advantage of this opportunity to correct a 
statement of Mr. Beke, which has also api>eared in these jmpeni, viz., that Mr. Consul 
Plowden “ lost his life while bearing arms in his (the King’s) cause.” 

This is contrary to the facts. My brother was returning from the King’s Court 
to Massownh, attended only by his private sonants, and without any escort, when he 
was intercepted near Gondar bv a party of rebels under one Garrett, attacked and 
wounded, and taken prisoner. He was ransomed in the manner above stated, and died 
at Gondar nine days after, from the effects of his wounds. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) TREVOR C. PLOWDEN. 


• Ptotl, No. 711. 
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No. 183. 

Captain de Dohse to Earl Russell.—(Received July 4.) 

Your Excellency, 8, Chesterjield Cottages , Bath Road, Peckham , July 4, 1865. 

IN case your Excellency should consider it necessary to send some gentlemen on 
a mission to Abyssinia, may I ask your Excellency to let me l>e one of the 
members P 

According to some statements given to me during my stay in Turkey' by some 
gentlemen who were acquainted with the King Theodorus, the latter is a thorough 
soldier, full of ambition, and very fond of foreign, especially English, officers. I agree, 
therefore, with Sir Coghlan’s opinion as to sending a military' mission out to Abyssinia, 
consisting of four or five officers, and I am certain that they will be well received, and 
succeed in relieving Captain Cameron and the missionaries from imprisonment. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Captain FREDERICK B. DE DOUSE. 


No. 194. 

Captain de DohsJ to Mr. Layard.—(Received July 7.) 

Dear 8ir, 8, Chesterfield Cottages, Bath Road , Peckham , July 5. 1865. 

PRAY don’t be angry with me if, trusting in your groat kindness to me, I take 
the lilx'rty to trouble you repeatedly with the same matter as shortly. 

There is now the prol»bility of Earl Russell’s sending a mission to Abyssinia, 
which induced me to offer once more my services to his Lordship, taking so great an 
interest in the poor sufferers. 

At the same time I thought it necessary to acouaint the noble Earl with a state¬ 
ment respecting King Theodorus' character which I have tx?en told of by some gentle¬ 
men in Turkey who knew him personalty, ns it entirely differs from those statements 
laid before both Houses, the Noble House of Lords and the Honourable House of 
Commons. 

I observed (like Sir Coghlan) that an imposing mission, consisting of five or six 
officers of rank, would lx* well received by the King, and succeed, and recommended 
myself for one of its memlxnrs. 

If we form our own ideas about the King, we may be ailowuxl to say that he is like 
all those that rose from merely nothing, proud and ambitious, and having lx»cn nothing 
else but a common warrior, without any education, he is fond of soldiers, and especially 
officers (English), whom he likes to deal with best, and understands it best, whilst a 
civilian, with all his courtesy, might not please him at all, and even offend him in his 
ignorance. 

The Oriental Princes are fond of splendour in dresses, so the King The<xlorus, 
who will certainly be highly pleased to receive a mission of officers in their rich 
uniforms. 

I don’t think that if Dr. Beke is to lx? sent, he will succeed. 

Dear Sir, I won’t trouble you with answering me this letter, but what I anxiously 
wish is, that you may lx* kind enough as to do a little for me when you learn that a 
mission is to lx? prepared, so that I might be sent with for relieving the poor captives, 
which would lx* a great satisfaction to me. 

Don’t forget to mention me if you have an opportunity of doing so, and be induL 
gent to me for the audacity of detaining you from your duties. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Captain FREDERICK DE DOUSE. 


3 A 
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No. 195. 



Mr. Kaye to Mr. La yard.—(Received July 10.) 

India Office, July 8, 1865. 

MR. KAYE presents hi* compliments to Mr. Layard, and forwards to him for 
perusal, in case ho should not have previously received the information which it 
contains, a letter dated the 25th of June hut, from the Political Resident at Aden, 
conveying intelligence up to the 1st of May from the captives in Abyssinia. 

[Returned July 11, 18(55. Query: Same as No. 189 ?] 


No. 190. 

Dr. Beke to Earl Bunnell.—(Received July 10.) 

My Lord, Bekesboume , July S, 1865. 

WITH reference to the letter which 1 had the honour to address to your Lordship 
on (lie 22nd ultimo, and Mr. Murray's reply to the same dated the 27th ultimo,* I now 
take the lilierty of referring your I»rdsliip to the “ Athenceum ” of this day, in which 
is a letter from the Comte de Moynier, avowing that “commerce is a matter of secon¬ 
dary importance,” as regards his proposed settlement at ll’alai, on the edge of the 
Abyssinian table-land, and letting it be understood that if necessary that settlement is 
to be etfeeted by force of arms. 

That such is really his intention is manifest from the following passage in his 
letter: “As to the terrible Theodore, we shall try and allay his susceptibilities by 
presents, and I doubt if lie will ever cxjiohc himself to tlie effects of Devisono’s 
explosive balls, by attacking ‘ les Francs chasseurs' of Abyssinia, as our friends have 
christemd us.” 

The Comte de Moynier says lie should lie very sorry if his enterprise were supposed to 
have any political bearing; but ho does not deny that it has such a lwaring. And, in 
truth, a settlement which is to be effected in the way avowed by him can hardly bo 
looked on in any other light than as an hostile invasion, to be carried out, probably, by 
the help of some pretender to the Throne of Tigr^, as an independent kingdom. 

It is much to lie feared that, if not immediately prevented, an additional clement 
of mischief will thus be introduced into the already most precarious position of the 
British and other captives in Abyssinia, for it is not to be imagined tluit the Kmjieror 
Theodore would regard this French settlement as being of a different character from 
those attempted by Captain do Russell and the Comte de Buissoti; and coupling this 
with the fact of the cession just made by the Ottoman Porte to the Viceroy of Egypt of 
the entire Abyssinian coast, he might not unreasonably conclude that England hail 
given him over altogether to Egypt and to France. 

It might not, however, be difficult to make the Emperor Theodore understand that 
the transfer of the shores of the Red Sea from a weak and vacillating to a powerful and 
energetic Government, is the most effectual way of securing Abyssinia from the aggres¬ 
sions of the French, who, it is quite certain, are determined, if by any means practicable 
to acquire a footing there, with a view to become eventually far more injurious to 
British than to Abyssinian interests; and a Mission to the Court of Gondar for the 
purpose of lilicmting the captives ought to have it in mind to show the Emperor Theo¬ 
dore that in this respect, as iu so many others, tin* interests of the two countries are 
identical. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) C1LVBLES BEKE. 


No. 197. 


Dr. Beamish to Mr. Layard.—{Received July 10.) 


8ir, 

MY attention having 
the late debate in the H 


40, Clarendon Terrace , West Hampstead, 
July 8, 1865 

been directed to the subject of the Abramian captives by 
ouse of Commons, I t>eg leave respectfully to say that should 


• Nos. 184 and 187. 


the Government be induced at any time to send a mission from England to King 
Theodore, I would be happy to accompany it as the medical officer; or should any 
medical appointment in the gift of the Foreign Office be now or at any friture time 
vacant, I would be very glad to accept it. 

I may add that my health is very good, and I have never been compelled by illness 
to be one hour absent from my duties. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) F. P. BEAMISH, M.D., 

Late Army Medical Staff. 


• Inclo8urc in No. 197. 

Testimonials. 

From Dr. Jameson , In sped or-General and Principal Medical Officer , Aldershot. 

The gentleman named in the margin* lias acted as a Staff Assistant-Surgeon in this 
Division since the commencement of last summer, aud his conduct in all respects has 
given me entire satisfaction. 

He was most attentive to the patients under his care; very regular in the 
performance of his various routine duties, and most courteous in his demeanour to all 
with whom he came in contact. 

I may add that, on more than one occasion, lie voluntarily attended rifle practice to 
relieve an officer in delicate health. 

(Signed) T. ROSS JAMESON, M.D., 

I aspect or-Genera l and Principal Medical Officer. 

Principal Medical Office , Aldershot, January 30, 1865. 


From Dr. Johnston, Surgeon Major, 85 th Light Infantry Regiment. 

Aldershot Camp , January 30, 1865. 

I have much pleasure in liearing testimony to the professional ability ami attention 
to his military medical duties displayed by Doctor Beamish, during the period ho has 
been attached to the 85th Light Infantry Regiment at Aldershot. 

Dr. Beamish has on' every occasion within my knowledge evinced an intimate 
acquaintance with the practice of medicine and practical surgery, and has always been 
kind and attentive to those patients committed to his charge. 

On leaving Aldershot Dr. Beamish carries with him my sincere wishes for his 
future professional success. 

(Signed) J. W. JOnNSTON, M.D., L.R.C., S.I., 

Surgeon Major , 85 th Light Infantry Regiment. 


From Dr. Domenichctti, M.D., Surgeon , 75 th Regiment. 

I have known Dr. F. P. Beamish, Member of the Royal College of Physicians, 
&€., and .acting on the Army Medical Staff at this camp, for upwards of (5 months. Ho 
has been associated with mo in the jierformaiice of tlie medical duties of the 75th 
ltegimeut, and it affords me very great pleasure to express tlie high sense I entertain of 
his professional acquirements. 

He unites in an eminent degree the qualifications of a successful practitioner with 
the kindness and urbanity of a high-minded gentleman. And the zeal and attention ho 
lias manifested in the discharge of his duties have been most praiseworthy. 

I much regret that the exigencies of the service have deprived me of the pleasure 
of his connection with the 75th Regiment. 

(Signed) RICHARD DOMENICIIETTI, M.D., 

Surgeon, 75th Regiment. 

Aldershot , January 30, 1865. 


* Dr. Beamish, Acting Asiiftant Surgeon. 
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No. 198. 

Dr. Beke to Earl Russell.—(Received July 10.) 

My Lord, Bekesboume, July 7, 1805. 

ON several occasions I have ventured to express to your Lordship my readiness to 
be the medium of communication with the Emperor of Abyssinia, with a view to the 
liberation of Consul Cameron and his companions in captivity; but it would appear that 
Her Majesty’s Government shrink from the responsibility of availing themselves of my 
services, lest I also should lx? made a prisoner, or even put to death, by the irritated 
monarch. 

Such being the case, I see no means of relieving ITcr Majesty’s Government from 
tlicir difficulty, except by my undertaking the task of approaching the Abyssinian 
Sovereign on my own personal responsibility. This I now beg leave to state 
unreservedly T am prepared to do; and further, I am content to visit the Abyssinian 
Court in the character of a private traveller, not officially accredited, should such a 
course lx* deemed expedient. 

Possessing, as l do, an acquaintance with all the circumstances and bearings of 
the case, I have not the slightest doubt of being able to bring His Abyssinian Majesty 
to see that, in imprisoning Consul Cameron, the British Missionaries, and other 
Europeans, he has made a great mistake; and that, in order to put himself right with 
the British nation and with the whole Christian world, he must immcxliately set 
them free. 

I have likewise no doubt of lieing able to convince His Majesty that the only 
effectual way to secure the integrity and stability of his Empire, to preserve Christianity 
among his people, and to gniu the friendship of England and all other European nations, 
is to cultivate the arts of peace in preference to those of war, and to develop the 
immense resources of his rich and fertile country; showing him how he might most 
readily do this by the means pointed out in my letter to your Lordship of May 19th 
last, which is printed among tho pnjiers laid lxffore Parliament. 

Should my undertaking be crowned with success—with respect to which I do not 
entertain any apprehension—I should have had the gratification of liberating the 
unfortunate captives, some of whom art? my own personal friends, from their long 
imprisonment, as also of freeing Her Majesty’s Government from a great embarrass¬ 
ment and the British nation from an equally great disgrace. 

In the possible, but almost improbable, alternative of failure, T should have no one 
to blame but myself; whilst Her Majesty’s Government would only In* able to say that 
no means w hatever hail lieen neglected of bringing about a result which every friend 
of humanity must have so much nt heart. 

I liave, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Minutes. 

Dr. Beke might l>e answered that if he chose to proceed to Abyssinia as a private 
traveller. Her Majesty’s Government could not interfere, but that you thought it right 
to tell him that we had private information of the cruel and merciless character of tho 
King, which almost led to the conclusion that he was not of right mind, and that it 
must lx* distinctly understowl that Her Majesty's Government would not hold them¬ 
selves res|K>nsible for anything that might happen to Dr. Beke. It might be further 
said, that Dr. Beke would have no authority w hatever to enter into any political arrange¬ 
ments with the King on behalf of the British Government, or to interfere with the 
political affairs of the country. 

A. H. LA YARD. 


Any further than to express to the King his own sentiments and views, no 
must openly disclaim being in any way the organ of the British Government. Make 
the letter sufficiently civil, but clear as to this point. 

July 11, 1865. * E. 


I wish to see Colonel Stanton; could he come here at 1 o’clock on Thursday ? 

E. 
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• No. 199. 

Mr. Algeo to Earl Russeli—(Received July 12.) 

My Lord Russell, 6, Prince of Wales' Terrace , Co. Wicklow , Ireland. 

I AM an old traveller, spent years in the north, in the south, and the east. 1 
have a private fortune, having married the daughter of the former Lord Caledon, born 
at the Cape of Good Hope, while his Lordship was Governor. 

In Africa I spent some years, and in Abyssinia not a few. 

1 knew Consul Plowden* well, and all his friends in Bengal. 

I am now, my Lord, prepared to accompany a mission to Abyssinia with Sir 
William Coghlan, but positively not with Dr. Beke, as I have no confidence in his 
reception. . 

If directed by jour lordship, I will present myself before you in London, and give 
you much information. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) H. J. ALGEO. 


No. 200. 

Mr. Hammond to Dr. Beamish. 

ggr ( Foreign Office, July 12, 1866. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
8th instant, offering your services as medical officerto any mission which Her Majesty’s 
Government may send to Abyssinia; and I am desired by his Lordship to thank you tor 
this offer, but to*say that Her Majesty’s Government will not have occasion to avail 
themselves of your proffered services. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 201. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Beke. 

Foreign Office. July 13, 1865. 

EARL RUSSELL has had under his consideration your letter of the 7th instant, 
stating that it is your intention to go to Abyssinia on jour own responsibility to endea¬ 
vour to effect the* liberation of Her Majesty’s Consul, Captain Cameron, and the British 
subjects now in captivity in that country ; and his Lordship now desires me to state to 
you that, if you proceed to Abyssinia as a private traveller, Her Majesty’s Government, 
cannot interfere in the matter; but he thinks it right' to warn you at the same time 
that Her Majesty’s Government are in possession of information derived from private 
sources describing the cruel and merciless character of King Theodore, which almost 
lead to the conclusion that he is not in his right mind. Her Majesty’s Government, 
therefore, w hilst they fully appreciate the motives of humanity and self devotion which 
actuate you in undertaking this journey, feel bound to declare most distinctly that they 
cannot hold themselves responsible for anything that may happen to you in Abyssinia, 
uor can they give you any authority w hatever to enter into political arrangements with 
the King on their behalf, or to interfere in the political affiiirs of the country. 

Whatever you choose to say to the King will, therefore lx* the expression of your 
own sentiments and views, for which Her Majesty’s Government w ill in no wise hi* 
responsible, and you will no doubt see the propriety of making it as clearly understood 
to King Theodore and his agents, as Lord Russell desires you to understand yourself, 
that if you go to Abyssinia you proceed entirely as a private traveller and that in no 
sense an? you to be considered as an organ of Her Majesty’s Government. 

I liave, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


3 B 
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No. 202. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 14, 1865. 

WITII reference to my letter of the 17th of February last,* 1 am directed by Earl 
Runnel 1 to request that you will move Secretary Sir C. Wood to give instructions to 
Mr. Hormuzd Hannam at Mannowah to the following effect:— 

In case the 600 muskets, which Her Majesty’s Government have sent to Aden to 
lie placed at Mr. Itassam’s disposal for presentation to King Theodore of Abyssinia, 
have l>een forwarded to Massownli, he is at once to send them back to Aden, retaining 
only filly of which he is authorized to dispose as he may judge proper. 

i am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 203. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Algeo. 


Sir, Foreign Office , July 15, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, and to 
thank you for your offer to proceed to Abyssinia. His Lordship, however, will not have 
occasion to avail himself of your services, 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 204. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Layard.—(Received July 17.) 

Sir, Aden, June 28, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for the information of Earl Russell a 
ftirther communication from Mr. Rassam. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEItEWETUER. 


Inclosure in No. 204. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Massowah, June 23, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of Government, that since the 
date of my last letter to your address of the 20th ultimo,+ I have received no reliable 
intelligence regarding the prisoners or the movements of King Theodoras. 

2. I also regret to say that up to this time no tidings have been received either 
from, or of, Ibraoam, the person whom 1 sent up with my thin! letter to the King, and 
I am only afraid that he has met with the same reception as my former messengers. 

3. In paragraph 1) of my letter of the 10tl» April,} I reported that Ihraham had 
promised to return in forty days from the day of his departure hence, on the 30tli March, 
but from some cause or another, about the middle of April, he had not gone up further 
than Tembian, when he ought to have reached the King. At that rate he could not 
have reached Magdala before the end of that month, especially as he had to go to 
Debra Tabor (hitherto spelt erroneously “ Dubartaboot ”) to get his brother Samuel to 
assist, him in obtaining a reply for me from the King. 

4. In Consul Cameron's note of the 30th April (a copy of which I forward to you 
with my letter of the 29th ultimo),§ I was informed that the King had gone again to 
Shot, and was expected hack in about a month. That would bring 11 is Majesty’s 
absence from Magdala to the end of last month, and ( as Ibrahim could not possibly 
follow the King into a hostile county, of course, ho must have waited for him at 

* No. 138. f Incloauro 1 in No. 189. J Inclcuore 1 io No. ISO. 4 Inclosure 4 in No. 189. 


Magdala, consequently he could not have delivered my third letter before the beginning 
of this month. 

5. I must confess that I am beginning to give up all hopes of gaining the release 
of the poor captives by conciliatory measures. If I do not receive glad tidings from 
Ibrahim before the end of this month, I shall take it for granted that my thira letter 
has met with the same result as those that preceded it. 

6. Wishing to prolong the sufferings of the captives, the King has undoubtedly 
made up his mind to treat all our efforts with contempt, and I cannot see what further 
steps we can take than we have already used, to hasten their liberation, and any hostile 
movement on our part might cost them their lives or aggravate their already unhappy 
condition. 

7. On the 6th instant I despatched a special messenger, on a dromedary to 
Metemina with 800 German crowns, which Consul Cameron and the imprisoned 
missionaries had asked me to send for them to the care of M. Eilierlie, of the Jerusalem 
mission. The messenger promised to reach that place in a month, as he hud to travel 
through the Egyptian territory vid Barka, Kasala, and Gadarif. 

8. It is rumoured that Wukshum Gobazie has taken possession of the greater part 
of Tigrd, and was within a day’s journey of Adowa ? it is premised tknt he lias by this 
time occupied that city. 

9. Tiaso Gobazie is reported to have extended his conquest two within two day’s 
from Debra Tabor, and it is conjectured that he has by this time got the Germans of 
Oaflat under his power, which i fancy they will not be sorry for. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RA8SAM. 


No. 205. 

Mr. Layard to Mr. Pal grave. 

Dear Mr. Palgrave, Foreign Office, July 20, 1865. 

I HAVE submitted your Memorandum to Lord Russell,* and instructions will be 
given to Colonel Stanton on the several points you mention. 

Lord Russell presumes that you have a military uniform, as you were formerly in 
the army. If so you should wear it when you appear before the King, or at other 
times when it may be advisable to appear in unifo;m. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


No. 206. 

Earl Russell to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 5. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 21, 1865. 

MR. W. GIFFORD PALGRAVE, a gentleman well known for his travels in 
Arabia, having offered to proceed to the Court of King Theodore of Abyssinia with a 
view to effecting, if possible, the liberation of Captain Cameron, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Massowah, and other British subjects now held in captivity in that country, I liave 
determined to avail myself of Mr. Palgrave’s services. 

1 have directed Mr. Palgrave to proceed at once to Egypt, and on his arrival there 
to place himself under your orders. You will endeavour to ascertain, on your arrival 
in Egypt, whether it would lie most desirable for Mr. Palgrave to attempt to reach the 
head-quarters of the King of Abyssinia through the Egyptian provinces on the Upper 
Nile, or through Massowah or some other port on the Reil 8<«a. 

From the information received by Her Majesty's Government it would appear that 
formidable rebellions have broken out in the territories of King Theodore, that his 
capital has fallen into the liands of his enemies, and that the districts between the 
Turkish province now under Egyptian jurisdiction on the borders of the Red Sea and 
the interior of Abyssinia, are no longer in his power. 

It will consequently require much prudence and caution on your part in deter¬ 
mining the route by which Mr. Palgrave should proceed on his mission. 

If you should decide, in consequence of the information you are able to obtain in 
Egypt, that Mr. Palgrave’s best course will be to proceed to Abyssinia through the 
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Egyptian province* on the Upper Nile, you will request the Viceroy, in the name of 
Her Majesty's Government, or in hi* alisencc the officer left in charge of the Govern- 
ment of Egypt, to furnish every assistance to Mr. Palgrave, and to direct instruction* 
to be sent to the Egyptian authorities on the Abyssinian borders to protect Mr. Palgrave 
' and to afford him every facility in the prosecution of his journey. 

If you should think it desirable to do so, you mav request the Viceroy or the 
officer in charge of the Egyptian Government to furnish Mr. Palgrave with a letter 
dirt'cU^d to King Theodore in behalf of the captives, but it is evident, considering the 
relations which exist between the King and the Egyptian Government, that such a 
letter, if furnished, should be used with the greatest caution bv Mr. Palgrave, and only 
in the event of absolute necessity. 

Should you lie of opinion that Mr. Palgrave’* best plan would be to enter 
Abyssinia from Maasowah or some other port on the lied Sea, you will ask the 
Egyptian Government to afford him similar facilities in passing through the Province 
of Massowab, now placed under the immediate authority of the Viceroy. 

It. may also Ik* advisable to procure for Mr. Palgrave letters of recommendation 
from the Coptic Patriarch to the Ahoonu and clergy of Abyssinia. 

1 have already informed the Secretary of State for India of Mr. Palgrave’* mission, 
and have requested that instructions may lie sent to the Resident at Aden to furnish 
Mr. Palgrave with all the; assistance he may require for the prosecution of his journey. 
You will inform Colonel Merowether, the Resident at Aden, as soon as you have 
decided upon the route which Mr. Palgrave is to follow. 

Should Mr. Palgrave proceed to Abyssinia through the Turkish territories now 
under the jurisdiction of the Pasha of Egypt on the Red Sea, you will instruct him to 
go in the tirst. instance to Mossownh, and to place himself in communication with 
Mr. Rassam. That gentleman will lie able to furnish him with the fullest information 
that can bo obtained with regard to the present state of Abyssinia, and as to the beet 
course to be pursued iu making the attempt to reach King Theodore. You will 
explain distinctly to Mr. Palgrave that his mission is in no wav connected with 
Mr. Rassiim, who will l>e instructed by the Secretary of State for India to return to 
Aden* with the Queen’s letter as soon as Mr. Palgrave shall have departed for the 
interior. 

If on your arrival in Egypt you should find that Mr. Rassam ha* left Massowab 
for the Court of King Theodore, or i« alsmt to do so, or if Mr. Palgrave on his arrival 
at Mftssowah should find that Mr. Rassam has already left for Abyssinia, or has made 
arrangements for doing so, Mr. Palgrave should not proceed with his mission, lie will 
in this case either remain in or return to Egypt, as tin* case may be, until I can furnish 
you with further instructions. You are further authorized to* stop at your discretion 
the journey of Mr. Palgrave by the Nile if you should find the 'account* from 
Mr. Unssam such as to induce you to think that that gentleman will shortly proceed 
in person to the Court of King iinysiore. In that case, Mr. Palgrave will either 
remain in Egypt or proceed to Massowab to confer with Mr. Rassam, as vou mav 
judge most ex)M*dient. 

The olijeot of Mr. Palgrave’s Mission is to procure the liberation of Consul Cameron 
and tin* other prisoners. On his arrival at the Court of King Theodore, he will, if 
aeocMsan’, deliver to llis Majesty himself, or, if unable to do so, he will place in the 
hands ol his principal Minister a copy of the inclosod Memorandum, w ith which 1 have 
furnished Mr. Palgrave, inviting King Theodore, if he wishes to be friendly to the 
British Crown, to release Consul Caruerem nud the other British subjects, and 
informing him that he must not exneat friendly conduct from the Governme nt of Her 
Majesty the Queen il he refuses to do so. Should Mr. Palgrave, however, have reason 
to Iwlieve that he can obtain the liberation of the captives without making use of the 
Memorandum, which might have the effect of further irritating the King, he is at liberty 
to use his discretion in the matter. ^ J 

Should Mr. Palgrave succeed iu liberating the primmer*, or should he find it 
impossible to accomplish the object of his mission, he will at once return to Egypt and 
await such further instructions as I may consider it advisable to give him through 

J«u w ill give Mr. Palgrave clearly to understand that his mission is limited to a 
Hpeeific object the liberation of the prisoners, lie may give general assurances to 
King Theodore, that it is the desire of Her Majesty’* Government to maintain friendly 
intercourse with Abyssinia, and to extend the commercial relations of the tw’< 
countries. He may also say that, when the prisoners are released. Her Majesty- 
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Government will point out the mode in which commerce between Great Britain 
and Abyssinia may be promoted. But he is not authorized to enter into any formal 
engagements with the King on any subject w hatever, nor to hold out any hopes to 
him of assistance from the British Government in any war or expedit ion against his 
neighbour. Mr. Palgrave is, however, at liberty to state to the King, in the event of 
his thinking it expedient to do so, that, if hi* Majesty should at once release the captives 
and permit them and other British subjects in Abyssinia to depart freely from bis 
territories with their property. Her Majesty’s Government will, on that occasion, require 
no reparation or indemnity for their imprisonment, and w ill bo willing to overlook what 
has occurred. But Mr. Palgrave will, at tho same time, take an opportunity of repre¬ 
senting to the King the violation of international law and tho great disrespect to the 
Queen’s Government of which he lias been guilty in detaining against their will, 
imprisoning, and maltreating Her Majesty’s Consul, and other subjects of Her Majesty. 

You will further inform Mr. Palgrave that be is to abstain from mixing himself up 
with the political affairs of the country, from taking part in any struggle for power 
which may lie going on in Abyssinia, and from giving any encouragement or hopes of 
assistance to any person in rebellion against King Theodore. 

If, after the liberation of the prisoners, Kiug Theodore should ask whether Her 
Majesty’s Government would receive a mission to lx* sent by him to this country, 
Mr. Palgrave will inform his Majesty that he will represent his wishes to Colonel 
Stanton. 

Mr. Palgrave’s personal expenses together with those of the interpreter and nttend- 
dauts, whom he may hire in Egypt will Ik* paid by Her Majesty’s Government. You 
will provide him w ith such funds as may be required for the journey and reimburse 
yourself by drawing upon the Chief Clerk of this Office. 

Mr. Palgrave proposes to take with him, besides oue dragoman, some |H»rsonal 
attendant, four armed Nubians, both for appearance sake and in ease of casualties on 
the rood. This suggestion appears to me not unreasonable. 

Mr. Palgrave also desires to have an official seal. I have no objection to 
sanctioning his request, considering the importance attached to a seal in the East; hut 
Mr. Palgrave will submit his official seal to you for your approval, and you will tako 
care* that he employs no designation of his official character other than that authorized 
by my instructions. 

I am, & c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 207. 

Earl Russell to Mr. Palgrave. 

8ir, Foreign Office, July 21, 1805. 

AS I have decided upon availing myself of your offer to proceed to the Court of 
King Theodore of Abyssinia, with a view to obtaining, if possible, the liberation of 
Mr. Consul Cameron, and other British subjects now held in captivity by that monarch, 
I have to instruct you to proceed at your earliest convenience to Egypt, and to place 
yourself on your arrival there under the orders of Her Majesty's Consul-General, 
Colonel Stanton. I have given to Colonel Stanton your instructions with regard to 
your Mission, lie will communicate this to you, and you will act entirely under his 
directions. 

Your expenses, and those of your interpreter and attendants, w ill lie paid by Her 
Majesty’s Government, and Colonel Stanton is instructed to furnish you with the 
necessary funds. 

In conclusion, I have only to urge upon you the greatest caution and prudence in 
carrying this important and delicate Mission which I have confided to you, and to 
express an anient hope that you may lie successful in obtaining the liberation of the 
unfortunate prisoners w ho have.been cxjxiscd to so much suffering. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


8 C 
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No. 208. 


Sir F. Roger* to Mr. Hammond.—(Received July 22.) 

gj r# Downing Street, July 21, 1805.. 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Cardwell to transmit to wou, for the consideration of 
Earl Russell, the copy of a despatch from the Officer administering the Government of 
the Windward Islands, with one from the Administrator of the Government of Grenada, 
inclosing a letter from Mr. T. W. Boll, police magistrate in that island, in which he 
offers himself as a candidate to proceed on behalf of Her Majesty to Abyssinia. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) FREDERIC ROGERS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 208. 

Lieutenant-Governor Mundy to Mr. Cardwell. 

gjr Windward Inlands, Barbados, June 17, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you oopy of a despatch from the Administrator 
of the Government of Grenada, giving cover to a letter from Mr. Thomas William Bell, 
police magistrate of the eastern district, offering himself as a candidate to proceed on 
liehalf of llor Majesty to Abyssinia. 

2. Experience has enabled mo to confirm the favourable testimony borne to 
Mr. Boll’s character by Lieutenant-Governor Kortright, in a despatch which was trans¬ 
mitted to the lab* Secretary of State in Governor Walker’s No. 118 of 29th June, 1803, 
and his active habits of life and strong powers of endurance might recommend him, 
should Her Majesty require his services. But it is difficult to conceive a motive, unless 
it be a Quixotic love of adventure, which would induce a man living in apparent 
happiness and comfort with his wife and family to seek so dangerous a mission. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) ROB. M. MUNDY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 208. 

The Administrator of the Government of Grenada to the Administrator of the General 

Government. 

Sir, Government House, Grenada , June 7, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour hi forward to your Excellency, for transmission to the Right 
Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, a communication which has been 
addressed to me by Mr. Thomas William Bell, a police magistrate in this colony, 
ottering himself as a candidate to proceed on India If of Her Majesty to Abyssinia. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWIN D. BAYNES. 


Inelosure 3 in No. 208. 

Mr. Bell to the Administrator of the Government. 

8^ Court House , St. Andrews, May 24, 1865. 

I RE8PECTFULLY beg to acquaint your Honour that, in the year 1859, I 
addressed a petition to Lord John Russell, in proper form, through the Executive here, 
praying that his Lordship would cause inquiries to be instituted touching the family of 
my bite brother John Thomas Bell, living in Abyssinia, where he had resided for some 
twenty-seven years in the service of the Emperor or King of that country, and who met 
with hi» death in avenging the murder of Her Majesty's Representative there, Mr. Consul 
Plowden, who was an accredited member in behalf of Her Britannic Majesty to the 
Court of Abyssinia. 

I need not occupy your Honour’s valuable time in giving a history of the death of 
my late brother, hut respectfully refer you to the copy of that petition, as well as the 
correspondence that took place between myself and the tlea Lieutenant-Governor, 
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Cornelius H. Kortright, Esq., which documents were duly filed in the Colonial Secretary’s 
Office of this island. * 

From that period up to the present moment the only reply I received fVom Her 
Majestv’s Secretary for Foreign Affairs was, that Captain Cameron, who was about to 
procrixl to Abyssinia to fill the post of the late Walter Plowden as Consul, liad been 
directed to make inquiry on my behalf. 

Promiscuously reading the newspapers by this mail, I observed an article in the 
“Times,” wherein Lord Chelmsford, in the House of Lords, had called upon Lord John 
Russell to give some explanation as to the ill-treatment and subsequent imprisonment 
of several of Her Majesty’s subjects, as well as Mr. Consul Cameron, bv orders of the 
Emperor or King of Abyssinia; and observing in those papers that Lon! John RuAsell 
had mentioned that a Mr. Rassam, an Asiatic gentleman,had been sent on Her Majesty’s 
behalf, to endeavour, if possible, to obtain the release of these parties, that he had not 
been able to accomplish the purpose of his Mission up to the period he last wrote, and 
that my unfortunate countrymen were still incarcerated, and that since then Her Majesty’s 
Government had experienced some difficulty in obtaining some fit and proper person to 
proceed to Abyssinia for that purpose, I have, from motives of entire disinterestedness, 
impressed with none but loyal feelings towards Her Majesty’s Government, ns one of 
Her most humble subjects, and from some degree of consciousness of the influence I 
might have with His Majesty the King of Abyssinia, owing to the high jxjsition my late 
lamented brother held in his service, and through w hom mention lmd bean made of mo 
to His Majesty, I most humbly bog to offer myself ns a candidate to proceed on liehalf 
of Her Majesty to Abyssinia, to extricate, if possible, Captain Cameron and others from 
their present difficulty, should Her Majesty's Government deem me a fit and proper 
person to undertake such a desirable object. 

I liave therefore most respectfully to request that you will ph*ase to cause a copy of 
this communication to be transmitted, through his Excellency the Govemor-in-Chief, 
praying tlvat he will lie pleased to lay the same before Mr. Cardwell, Her Majesty’s 
Secretary for the Colonies, humbly bogging that he will lay the same liefore Her Majesty’s 
Government for consideration. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) THOMAS WILLIAM BELL, 

Police Magistrate , Eastern District. 


No. 209. 

Mr. Palgrave to Earl Russell.—(Received July 23.) 

My Lord, 5, York Gate, Regent's Park, July 21, 1865. 

AFTER conversation with Colonel Stanton and Mr. Lnvard, and perusal of the 
documents relative to the Abyssinian affair at the Foreign Office, I find that then* arc 
some points of importance requiring special and confidential explanation. I could give 
it in writing to your Lordship, hut I think that it w'ould be clearer and involve less 
loss of time if conveyed by wool of mouth. Might I, then, lieg your Lordship to allow 
me a few minutes’ interview, either at the Lodge, or wherever else might best suit 
your Lordship’s convenience, before my departure, which is fixed for the middle of 
next week. 

Trusting that your lordship will kindly accede to my request, and awaiting the 
favour of your answer, I remain, &c. 

(8igned) W. GIFFORD PALGRAVE. 


No. 210. 

Earl Russell to Mr. Palgrave. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 24, 1865. 

YOU are authorized to communicate the substance of the Memorandum sent 
herewith, if you shall find it useful, to the King of Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 







102 


Minute. 

I think this note to lie sent w ith the Memorandum to Mr. Palgrave will do oh well 
or better than me signing the Memorandum. 


In closure in No. 210. 

Memorandum to be presented to Kin] Theodore of Abyssinia, or to his Chief Minister, by 

Mr. W. Gifford Palgrave. 

IF Ills Majesty the Emperor of Abyssinia desires to lx? on friendly terms with the 
British Crown lie must release Captain Cameron, Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, 
and the other British subjects now kept in confinement in Abyssinia. We may then 
expect the most friendly conduct, and the most friendly intercourse, on the part of the 
British Government and llcr Majesty the Queen. 

Should His Majesty the Emperor of Abyssinia refuse to release Captain Cameron 
and the other prisoners, His Majesty must not expect friendly conduct on the part of 
the Government of Her Majesty. 

The Government of Iler Majesty the Queen wish for friendly intercourse and 
peaceful commerce witli Abyssinia. 

This Memorandum wiil be presented to ITis Majesty the Emperor, or to His 
Majesty’s Princijuil Minister, by Mr. William CitTord Pal grave, who, as the Agent of 
the Government of Her Majesty the Queen, has been instructed to deliver it to His 
Majesty. 

Foreign Office, July 21, 1865. RUSSELL. 


No. 211. 

Mr. Layard to Lord Duffcrin. 

gi Ff Foreign Office , July 24 1865. 

I AM directed by Karl Bussell to state to you, for the information of Secretary 
Sir Charles Wood, that his Lordship has determined to avail himself of the services of 
Mr. William Gifford Palgrave, a gentleman well known for his recent travels in Arabia, 
who has offered to proceed to the Court of King Theodore of Abyssinia, for the puqiose 
of effecting, if possible, the liberation of Captain Cameron and other English subjects 
now in confinement in that country. 

Mr. Pal grave will not be the bearer of n letter from Her Majesty, but he will be 
directed to communicate a message from Earl Russell to Kinuj Theodore, or to his 
Chief Minister, to the effect that, if the King wishes to be on friendly terms with the 
British Crown, he must release Her Majesty’s Consul and the other British subjects 
now kept in confinement in Abyssinia; and that, in the event of his refusing to release 
the prisoners, lie must not expect friendly conduct from the Government of Her 
Majesty the Queen. 

I am further directed to inform you that Earl Russell is of opinion that, whilst 
Mr. Palgrave is on this mission, to the King of Abyssiuia it would be advisable to 
prevent any misunderstanding that Mr. Rnssam should return with Her Majesty’s 
letter to Aden ; and his Lordship requests that instructions may lie sent to Mr. Rassam, . 
and the other mcniliers of the Mission, to leave Massowali as soon as Mr. Palgrave 
arrives at that place, or, in the event of Mr. Palgrave proceeding to Abyssinia through 
Egypt, as soon as Mr. Rassam sluill have received information from Colonel Stanton 
to that effect. Mr. Rassam should also carry with him to Aden the arms which 
have been sent to Massowah ns a present to tho King of Abyssinia. The result of 
Mr. Palgrave’s Mission, w ill determine whether it will lie necessary for Mr. Rassam to 
proceed hereafter to tho Court of King Theodore with Her Majesty’s letter. 

Mr. Palgrave will proceed to Egypt with Colonel Stanton, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General in that country, who will give Mr. Palgrave such directions as may be 
necessary as to his journey. Should Colonel Stanton be of opinion that Mr. Palgrave 
should proceed to Abyssinia through Massowah, or some other port on the Red 
Sea. Earl Russell requests tliat Sir Charles Wood will direct instructions to be 
given to the Resident at Aden, to insure to Mr. Palgrave all the qualities he may 
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require for prosecuting his journey, and his Lordship would further suggest that the 
“ Victoria,” or some other vessel of war, should be directed to call at regular intervals 
at Massowah for any letters or despatches that Mr. Palgrave may desire to send to 
Europe, and with a view of obtaining information as to that gentleman’s proceedings. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


No. 212. 

Mr. Layard to Lord Dufferin. 

My Ixird, Foreign Office, July 24, 1865. 

WITH reference to my letter of the instant, I am directed by Earl Russell 

to transmit to you herewith, to In* laid before the Secretary of State for India in 
Council, eopies of the instructions issued at this Office to Her Majesty’s Ageut and 
Consul-General in Egypt, and te Mr. Palgrave,* Inuring upon the mission of tho latter 
to the Court of Abyssinia, to endeavour to obtain the lil>emtiou of Mr. Consul Catucrou, 
and other British subjects now detained in captivity in that country, together with a 
Memorandum, which it is proposed that Mr. Palgrave should present to tho King. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) A. n. LAYARD. 


No. 213. 

Mr. Layard to Colonel Stanton. 

(Private.) 

Dear Colonel Stanton, Foreign Office, July 24, 1865. 

MR. PALGRAVE has received 2001. from tho Foreign Office, before his 
departure, tow arils his expenses to Egypt ami outfit, liord Russell l>ogH me to tell you 
tliat you may provide lilierallv for Air. Palgrave’s necessary preparations. You have 
been directed by your instructions to draw' on the Chief Clerk of this Office for monies 
advanced to Air. Palgrave. 

I forgot to show you the inclosed letter to Goodwin before you left England. 
Will you be good enough to return it to me after you have made what use of it you 
may think fit ? 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. II. LAYARD. 


No. 211. 


Dr. Beke to Earl Russell.—(Received July 25.) 


My Lord, Bekesboume, July 21, 1865. 

WITH reference to the letter wliich I liad the honour to address to your Lordship 
on the 7th instant,! expressing my readiness to go to Abyssinia on my own responsi¬ 
bility, with a view to the liberation of Her Alajesty’s Consul, Captain Cameron, and 
his companions in captivity in that country, I now beg leave to acknowledge the 
receipt of Mr. Layard’s letter of the 13th instant, J in reply to the samo, in which ho 
states, by your Lordship’s desire, tliat if l proceed to Abyssinia as a private traveller, 
Her Alajesty’s Government cannot interfere in the matter; but that your Lordship 
warns me that Her Alajesty’s Government are in possession of information derived 
from private sources, describing the cruel and merciless character of King Theodore, 
wliich would almost lead to the conclusion that he is not in his right senses. 

And Mr. Layard further informs me that if I undertake this journey, Her Majesty’s 
Government cannot bold themselves responsible for anything that may happen to me 
in Abyssinia, nor can they give me any authority whatever to enter into any political 
arrangements with the King on their behalf, or to interfere in the political affairs of 
the country, and that whatever I may choose to say to the King will therefore be the 
expression of my own sentiments and views, for which Her Majesty’s Government will 
in no wise be responsible. 
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And lastly, Mr. Layard represent* to me the propriety of my making it clearly 
understood to King Theodore and his Agents that I proceed to Abyssinia entirely as a 
private traveller, and that in no sense am I to be considered as an organ of Her 
Majesty's Government. 

In taking due note of your Lordship** desires, as tbits conveyed to me, I would 
beg leave to represent that, so desirous am T, for my own sake, not to be considered as 
an organ of Her Majesty’s Government, that I would hope to be excused for not even 
offering to Ik* the hearer of despatches from your Lordship to Consul Cameron, on 
account of the extreme ill-feeling which unhappily exists between the British Govern¬ 
ment and the Abyssinian monarch. 

Mr. Layard, by your Lordship’s direction, speaks of the cruel and merciless 
character of King Theodore, which almost leads to the conclusion that he is not in his 
right senses; ami, on the other hand, I learn from a letter from one of Consul 
Cameron’s fellow-captives, written at Magdala in April last, only three months ago, 
that, that monarch “ considers the members of Her Britannic Majesty's Government” 
—I trust your Lordship will forgive ine for daring to repeat the words now lying 
written before me—“ the greatest miscreants that ever breathed." 

Under such circumstances, your Lordship will perceive how necessary it is for me 
to avoid everything that might lead the irritated monarch to believe me to be a 
messenger, even though unrecognized, of Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 



No. 215. 

Dr. Beke to Earl Russell .— (Received July 25.) 

My Lord, Bckesbourne, July 22, 1865. 

IN tlu* letter which I had the honour to address to your Lordship on the 21st 
instant, 0 I have ventured to suggest the inexpediency of my being the bearer of any 
despatches to Consul Cameron, on account of the extremely had feeding which exists 
between Her Majesty’s Government and the reigning Sovereign of Abyssinia, evinced 
by the offensive terms in which they express themselves with regard to 004*11 
other. 

Notwithstanding my unwillingness to run the risk of incurring the displeasure of 
the irritated monarch by acting as the medium between Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Government and their unfortunate Representative in Abyssinia, I would still desire not 
to reject the idea that, should your Lordship think tit, some indirect means of commu¬ 
nicating with Consul Cameron might still bo adopted. Only, even in that case, I 
should respect fully request it may lie understood that I protest against anything lieing 
said or done which might in the slightest degree be likely to compromise myself or the 
success of my undertaking, and that 1 must reserve to myself the right, at my absolute 
discretion, to destroy, without examination, any papers whatever that might lie 
committed to the charge of myself or any one accompanying me. 

This allusion to the possibility of my having to destroy jiajiers delivered to me, 
induces me to report to your Ixmlsliip the fate of a dosjiatch addressed in 18119 by 
Viscount Palmerston, when Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to “llis Highness 
Saluda Dongol, King of Abyssinia,” which until now has remained unknown to Her 
Majesty's Govern men t. t 

In tlu* year 1837 (if I am correctly informed) Mr. Anthony Thomson d’Ahbadie, 
on the recommendation of the Royal Geographical Society, obtained from Viscount 
Palmerston a passport, as a British subject born in Ireland, with which he travelled in 
Abyssinia, in visiting which country he professed to have scientific objects alone in view; 
and on more than one occasion he emphatically disclaimed, in print, all participation 
in political and religious matters, as he likewise denied the imputation of his being a 
Frenchman. 

In the course of 1838 M. d’Abbadie and his brother Arnauld were at Gondar, 
where they mixed themselves up w ith the affairs of the country, one of the results of 
which I would lieg leave to relate in his own words, copied from the “ Athenaeum” of 
Januarv 27, 1819. He there says:— 

“ 1 was in 1839 the bearer of two Abyssinian letters, which I delivered to Lord 

• No. 214. f See MM. d'Abbadit*'* version, July and August, 1850: See Part I. Noa. 153 and 155. 
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Palmerston and Marshal Soult; and as the application was favourably received b>* both 
Governments, I was naturally entrusted with the appropriate answers. When, subse¬ 
quently, Captain Hainea impeded ray voyage to Gondar by Tajurrah and Slum, peculiar 
reasons preventing me then from proceeding to Massowah, I gave him, as his receipt 
shows, Lord Palmerston « despatch, begging‘him to forward it; hut seven vears after- 
. wards it had not yet reached Gondar.” * 

The foregoing statement is mast ingeniously and jeauiticalhr made, dates and 
intervening facts being omitted, which, when added, give to the affair a totally different 
appearance. 

M. d’Abliadie, bearing the two despatches from the French and English Minister* 
to King Sahela Dongol, arrived at Massowah in February 1840. He was there joined 
by his brother, whom he had left at Gondar, and the two together proceeded inland on 
the way to Gondar, as far as Mai Tahalo in Samicn, at which place they were distant 
from the capital only about seventy-five miles in a direct line. 

At Mai lalialo, on the 21st <»t May, 1840, tlu* brothers separated. Arnauld the 
younger, continuing on to Gondar, and taking with him the letter from Marshal Soult 
to the King ; whilst the elder returned to the coast, carrying lwu-k with him the letter 
he had received for that Monarch from Lord Palmerston. 

In the beginmngof July 1810, M. d’Abbadie left Massowah for Aden, where, some 
time during the following month of August (I know not the precise date, hut I have 
the facts 1 am now alw>ut to relate in the handwriting of tlu* late Captain linines, l.N, 
who was then Political Agent at Aden), he was arrested by a native sentry on the 
heights of Djehel Shumshum, taking a plan of the fortifications. On being'brouirht 
before Captain Haines, M. d’Abbadie declared himself a Frenchman, on which he was 
simply reprimanded and discharged. He did not at the time allude to the fact of his 
liemg the hearer of Lord Palmerston’s despatch; neither had Captain Haines any idea 
of the fact. J 

From Aden, M. d’Abbadie returned to Cairo, with the avowed intention of 
proceeding to Europe. But, having altered his plans, he went back to Suez, which 
place he left tor Aden on the 1st November, on board the Honourable East India 
Company s steamer “Berenice,” commanded by Captain Lowe, l.N. 

W bilst M. d’Abhadie was at Suez, it was currently rejxirted that lu* was a French 
S \P jut i ^"g winch, Captain Lowe refused him a passage in his vessel. But on 
** Abbadie going on board, and producing Lord Palmerston’s despatch, and 
Mr. Backhouses letter to himself, inclosing the same, Captain Lowe could not do 
otherwise than allow him to take his passage. 

On the 10th November, 1810, M. d’Ahbadie arrived a second time at Aden 
whence lie endeavoured to cross over to Tajurrah, with the intention of proceeding to 
1 . . “P 1 tlu* means of doing so, and Captain Haines having refused to 

assist him, though he made the same attempt with Palmerston's letter which had so 
well succeeded with Captain Lowe, he, on the 12th November, delivered over that letter 
to Captain I lames, it In-rag no longer of any use to him, and took that officer’s receipt 
for the rame, as has (subject to this explanation), been truly stated by him in the 
. A >nl * v . d Ahhadie lias not explained why Lord Palmerston's letter 

O lie King of Abyssinia was not delivered over to his brother, together with that from 
Marsh:il . oult, when they parted at Mai Tahalo, near Gondar, on the 21st May, 1840. 
ir • * “hiH'rston s letter, alter having (as would appear) been retained by Captain 

Haines for several months, was forwarded by him to the ltev. Louis Krapf, at Ankober 
m Shoa, whom it reached on June 9th, 1841. I happened to l>e then in Shoa, and !>v 
Mr. Krapf s desire I wrote on the same day to the late Admiral (then Captain) 

M ashuigton, requesting him to explain to Mr. Backhouse that Lord Palmerston’s letter 
could not he sent on to Gondar just then, lest King Sahela Selassie should lie suspicious. 
Has All being his groat rival. * 

n xV" • <1Uitt y I f< »r G °djara in October, 1841, shortly after the arrival of the 
British Mission under Major Hams, I certainly did not expect to see again this letter from 
Lord Palmerston to King Sahela Dongol, which had already thrice c rossed my path—at 
huez, at Aden, and at Ankober; but, to my astonishment, on February 10th, 1843, when 
I was at \ ejubbi, in the south of Godjam, an Abyssinian messenger, whom I had sent to 

n ‘ t f ur,H><I with news of the approaching departure from that country of the 
British Mission, and bringing me Lord Palmerston’s letter, which Major Harris lmd 
sent to me to be forwarded to Ras Ali. 

I was then within the territories of Dejaj Biru, the hereditary Prince of Godjam, 
who was a far greater enemy of Has Ali than King Sahela Selassie was, the two Princes 
being at that moment at open war; and the possession of a letter, which, though 
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«ddr™«ra to the nominal Borerm^ rf Ah^rain, ^ ^miaed me with De« 
who governed in the King* name, nughtgiaracter, especially a* at that time 
Birn, who was of a verv arbitrary and" with pr ,, sorl t«, and was in high 

M. Amauld d'Ahhmlie fiad just hh^lf waa shortly expected; in feet on 

favour with him, and M. Antoine‘|A ltb 1 g 43 at Mahdera Mariam, one stage from 
my way home I met him on March Uth, l»w, J 

I>ehra 'rabor, lta* All’s capital. „r Maior Harris, nor was I in 

quite at liberty to n-fus., to receive i“J, ™““'Sultv if he retained the letter. 

The latter, fearing ttetbe, too, might grt m wit i„ ul t mv pnvity 

committed the unfortunate document to *>»- lla ™‘ ’ ‘leliverv of such a letter 

and entire approval; for I argued in my l ™‘ n prtu? tic»l>le) could hardly do any 

after so many years (even ««1»1»™J “B '' 1 ^ ^ ,i harm ; whilst its possession by myself 
gofsl, and might possibly lie P r0 ?* ul ,,ve , ... . proved most calamitous, 

or any one oonnected with me, if detected, might hav ej.ro liberty of 

fn now making these foots known ^ to wft as a British-ts.rn suhj.ct, 
adding that. “M. Anthony Thoinson d Abbnd King of Abyssinia, was thus 

Lord Palmerston’s letter to His ^U^mThimscir to lie “a Frenchman by education, 
confided, has long since openly avowed ^jAimer of all participation in 

fortune, and choice,” and tWt » in like numner declared in print 

the iioUtieal anil religious affairs of Abya^tto MiasiimH Chtetiennes c'taient 

within only the last two years, that by1 « llauto uthiopioso that there now 

ftabtie*, 1’uno dans le nord, 1 autredang f tll0 t .|mrgc which was at the time 

remaln.no room todouht the,persons' that he was a Jesuit emis- 
openly brought agiunt him hv si * t j le proueh Government; aud it is most 

snry of the Sis- of Rome, and » secret agin should liear in mind that one of 

important that Her Britannic Mnjesty s' Oovi ™ > f he takes enslit to himself, 

the Roman Catholic Miss ions. ° f .^^tTort^roX»inin. and from the signs 
has long boon tlio focus of "ten before, 

of the times appear. likely to become, ere lou„, .vin . &c _ 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Sir, 


No. 210. 

Mr. Murray to Sir F. Royers. 

Foreign Office. July 26, 1865. 

I AM direotisl by E *^ u9 ^^{^^^^ e s Wratrin y 0 ^^offerilig his 

.- 

himself of his services. j 

(Signcil) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 217. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Beke. 

Foreign Office, July 29, 1865. 

I am dieted by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 

21st and 22nd instant. j am Slc. 

.T AMES MURRAY. 


Sir, 
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No. 218. 

Mrs. Stem and others to Earl Russell.—(Received August I.) 

My Ixjrd, 24, Great Marlborough Street , July 30, 1865. 

THE great anxiety for the lives and release of the captives in Abyssinia must be 
the excuse for troubling your Lordship with this letter. 

We, the friends and relatives of these unfortunate people, wrote to Dr. Beke to 
ask him for an interview on the subject of the offer which ho made to Her Majesty’s 
Government to go out to that country on his owti personal responsibility ; and in conse¬ 
quence of the great uncertainty in which we have so long been left as to their fate, we 
have been induced to treat with him respecting his kind offer. Rut as we find this 
would involve a considerable outlay, which we have not the means of making without a 
public appeal, we write to say that such a proceeding is not at all intended to interfere 
with any action which Her Majesty’s .Government may be taking in the matter, but 
only to subserve that action, if needful, by additional influence, the object of which 
arises purely from a strong desire to rescue these our unfortunate friends and relatives 
from the painful captivity and suffering which they have endured for nearly two years, 
and are still enduring. 

We beg most respectfully to add our most earnest entreaty that Her Majesty’s 
(rovernment will al the same time continue their benevolent efforts towards the accom¬ 
plishment of this most desirable end, and to subscribe ourselves, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARLOTTE E. STERN, Wife of the Rev. H. A. Stem. 

CHARLES HENRY PURDAY, Father-in-law of the same, 

24, Great Marlborough Street. 

CHARLOTTE E. STERN, Jun., Daughter of the Rev. H. Stem. 

EVELINA C. STERN, Ditto. 

LOUISA M. STERN, Ditto. 

HENRY A. STERN, Son of the Rev. II. A. Stem. 

A LETT A CAMERON, Mother to Consul Cameron. 

M. DESBOROUGH, Sister to Captain Cameron. 

L. DESBOROUGH, Brother-in-law to Consul Cameron. 

E. BLACK ALL, Sister to Consul Cameron. 

A. BLACKALL, Brother-in-law to Consul Cameron. 

L. C. DESBOROUGH, Nephew to Consul Cameron. 

C. II. DESBOROUGH, Niece to Consul Cameron. 

MARI ANN PURDAY, Mother-in-law of the Rev. H. A. Stem. 

M. A. PURDAY, Sister-in-law to the Rev. II. A. Stem. 

C. H. PURDAY, Jun., Brother-in-law of the same. 

J. T. PURDAY, Ditto. 

F. 8. PURDAY, Ditto. 

E. C. PURDAY, Sister-in-law of the some. 

SARAH T. MORGAN, Ditto. 


No. 219. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Lay ard.—(Received ) 

(Secret.) ' 

8ir ’ r i Aden, July 3], 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith further despatches just received from 
Mr. Rassam at Massowah. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 219. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant* Colonel Merewether. 

^ . n.™ A Massoicah, July 22, 1865. 

«< \r ’ 1 tbe honour to report that about two hours after the departure of the 

“ Victoria ” for Aden this morning, the private messenger whom I had sent up to 
f73] 3 E 
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Magdala with a note to Connul Cameron on the 23rd of March, returned here with an 
answer, of which I send herewith a copy for the information of Government. 

2 I have also received a short report from Consul Cameron addressed to Dr. Shaw 
of the Geographical Society in London, and two notes to the Rev. Mr. Goodhart, of 
10, Lincoms-inn-Fielda, all of which I forward herewith mclosed for transmission to 

cause the messenger gave me for his long delay was sickness with which he 
was attacked at Sacoota on going up, and in Ilamasain in coming back. 

4. As the “ Victoria” may not return to this place for some time, 1 have deemed it 
ulvisable to engage a native boat to carry these communications to Aden forthwith, as I 
know that Her Majesty’s Government will be glad to receive the latest intelligence 

from the prisoners without loss of time. . ... , . 

6. It is reported that the King has gone into 8hoa again, as he thinks that unless 

lie subdual that important kingdom, it is of no use to bother himsel f in quelling the rebel- 
lion which is gaining more strength every day in other parts of Abyssinia. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) H. RAS8AM. 


Incloeurc 2 in No. 219. 

Consul Cameron lo Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassara, Magdala, May 29, 186j. 

: THANKS for your note which arrived all right. What can you do for us you 
ask ? Send up money ; send by Matemrna and Tigr£; try the latter especially: feud 
three messengers by Tigr^, each with 100 dollars ; unless you do this we may die of 
starvation. We an* threatened with both siege and famine ; we have only 180 dollars 
in hand, so for God’s sake look sharp about this. Messengers will be aide to make 
their wav by Tigr*; there is nothing whatever about us going on. If the King remains 
here we will also remain during the winter; if he moves to Debra Tabor or ligre, we 
will lie dnigged along with him. A thousand tlianks, dear Rassam, for your news 
about my mother and sister; may God be with them and us till these calamities he 
overpast.* Write to Uertalct, my sister, and Dr. Kerans such good news as you can. 

God bless you, dear Rassam : remember me to dear Playfair. 

* Yours ever, 

(Signed) C. D. C. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 219. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Magdala, May 29, 1865. 

Pay D. M’s men well. . 

D. M. (the Chief, you know, whose man brought me the news from you) 
says that if you send money by liis people it would be well to add a man of your own. It 
may lie well to let you know that your four messengers are in the camp; they an* 
miserable, and have been asking me for money . . * Prisoners like ourselves, 

minus chains. Money, money, dear Rassam, again send us money; also chocolate, 
preserved fish, or meat, or vegetables, and simple medicines for eye diseases or stomach 
complaints. For D. M.’s wife, who is here, send me some scents and dye for the 
eyelids; also Dr. Macraire—opium, ammonia, camphor, and anything good lor rheuma¬ 
tism and bruises. Yours Slc 

(Signed) C. D. C. 


Inclosurc 4 in No. 219. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Magdala , May 29, 1865. 

J . . ’ . • says Waldo Mariam is a rascal, but don’t hurt him, it may 

endanger our lives, hut don’t send him again : employ him at a distance from us . 

. • get out of the way so that he may he able to do no mischief. Aoou t 

• Illegible in original. 
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money, I have heard again from G.; their game is up; they hare none to spare ; so 
your hill to 8. is useless. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) C. D. C. 


No. 220. 

Captain Desborough to .Mr. Hammond.—(Received August 8.) 

®* r » Reading, August 7, 1865. 

AI the request of Mrs. Cameron I take the liberty of asking for any information 
that you may have lately received as to the state of the unhappy captives in Abys¬ 
sinia; and whether hopes arc still entertained of their being restored to their liberty. 
Mrs. Cameron is also very anxious to know whether it is true that Mr. Palgrave has 
been sent to Massowah to replace Mr. Rassam. 

Trusting you will kindly excuse the liberty I am taking, I have, Ae. 

* (Signed) L. DESBOROUGH. 


No. 221. 

Mr. Layard to Captain Desborough. 

Foreign Office, August 9, 1865. 

MR. LAiARD presents his compliments to Mr. Desborough and in Mr. 
Ilammond’s absence from the office begs to inform him, in reply to his letter of the 
7th instant that, although no recent information of any decided nature in regard to the 
captives in Abyssinia has been received in this office, Her Majesty’s Government still 
trust tliat their captivity may not be much further protracted. 

Mr. Layard begs leave to add that Mr. Palgrave is about to proceed to Abyssinia, 
with the object, if possible, of obtaining the release of the captives, but not to replace 
Mr. Rassam. 


No. 222. 

Mr. Murray to Mrs. Stem. 

Madam, ^ Foreign Office, August 12, 1855. 

1 AIL directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of the letter signed by 
yourself and others, and dated the 30th ultimo, relative to public appeal which seems to 
be contemplated on your part with a view to raising funds to enable Dr. Beke to proceed 
to Abyssinia to endeavour to procure the liberation of the British Captives. 

All iliat his Lordship can advise you under the circumstances is not to insert 
yourself, or, if jiossiblc, to allow others to insert, in the newspapers, letters from your 
husband, or relating to the captives which may find their way to Abyssinia, and prove 
injurious to Air. Stern and to the other British subjects whom you arc desirous of 
serving. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 223. 

Mr. Pur day to Bar l Russell.—(Received August 14.) 

My Lord, 24, Great Marlborough Street , August 14, 1865. 

IN forwarding to your Lordship the inclosed document (signed by all the immediate 
relatives of the unhappy prisoners now, and for the last twenty-one months, in chained 
confinement in Abyssinia), I would humbly state that we have had no reply to a similar 
document, signed by only some of these relative*, and forwarded to your Lordship, 
addressed to the Foreign Office, about a fortnight since; the one now sent having been 
delayed in consequence of its transmission to various parts of the country for signature. 
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And I would humbly ask your Lordship to kindly state whether your lordship 
sees any impropriety in the object thereby aimed at, viz., the earnest feeling that we 
are bound by the ties of humanity and relationship to endeavour to obtain the release 
of these our suffering relatives by private means, in case the possibility of your 
Lordship's messenger failing to approach His Majesty the King of Abyssinia, and not 
succeeding in his mission, should he obtain the desirea audience. 

Waiting your Lordship’s reply, I beg, &c. 

3 (Signed) CHARLE8 H. PURDAY, 

Father-in-law of the Rev. H. A. Stem. 


Minute. 

Mrs. Stem’s letter lias been answered, and the answer has crossed this. 


Refer him to Mrs. 8tcm. 


J. M. 


Inclosure in No. 223. 

Mr $. Stem and others to Earl Russell. 


My Lord, London , July 30, 1865. 

3 FEELING deeply the miserable condition of Her Majesty’s subjects now imprisoned 
in Abyssinia, wo, their near relatives and friends, venture to address your Lordship upon 

the subject. . . 

Being aware that Dr. Beko lmd proposed proceeding to Abyssinia upon bus own 
responsibility, with the view of obtaining the release of the captives, we sought and 
obtained an interview with that gentleman ; and in consequence of the painful state of 
uncertainty in which we have been so long left, we have been induced to treat with 
him respecting liis offer. But we find the earn ing out this mission will lie attended 
with a considerable outlay which we have not the means of meeting without appealing 

to the public. , 

Before taking any further steps, we write to assure your Lordship that such a 
proceeding is not intended to interfere with any course of action that Her Majesty’s 
Government may bo taking in the matter, but rather to supplement it. And it arises 
purely from a strong desire to rescue our unhappy relatives and friends from the painful 
state of captivity and suffering which they have now endured for nearly two years, and 
are still enduring. 

In conclusion we beg most respectfully to add our entreaty that Her Majesty s 
Government will at the same time continue their benevolent efforts to obtain the release 
of the wretched captives. 

We beg, &c. 


(Signed) 



CHARLOTTE E. STERN, Wife of Rev. H. A. Stem. 
CHARLOTTE STERN, Daughter of Rev. U. A. Stem. 
EVELINA C. STERN, Ditto. 

LOUISA M. STERN, Ditto. 

HENRY A. STERN, Son of Rev. H. A. Stem. 

ALETTA CAMERON, Mother to Consul Cameron. 

M. DESBOROUGIl, Sister to Consul Cameron. 

L. DESBOROUGIl, Brother-in-law to Consul Cameron. 

E. BLACKALL, Sister to Consul Cameron. 

A. BLACKALL, Brother-in-law to Consul Cameron. 

L. C. DESBOROUGH, Nephew to Consul Cameron. 

C. N. DESBOROUGU, Niece to Consul Cameron. 
LAURENCE C. KERANS, M.D., Father to Mr. L. Kerens. 
AUGUSTA A. KERANS, Mother to Mr. L. Kerens. 

T. G. KERANS, Lieutenant, 81th Regiment, Brother to 
Mr. L. Kerens. 

ROBERT KERANS, M.D., Ditto. 

GEORGE KERANS, Ditto. 

LYONS KERANS, Ditto. 
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(Signed) ANNA L. KKRANS, Sister to Mr. L. Reruns. 

SARAH KERANS, Ditto. 

ELIZABETH KERANS, Ditto. 

H. PURDAY, Father-in-law to the Rev. H. A. 8tem. 
MARY ANN PURDAY, Muther-in-law to the Rev. II. 
A. Stem. 

M. A. PURDAY, Sister-in-law of the Rev. H. A. Stem. 
ELIZABETH C. PURDAY, Ditto. 

SARAH F. MORGAN, Ditto. 

WILLIAM HENRY MORGAN, Clerk, Brother-in-law 
to the Rev. 11. A. Stem. 

C. II. PURDAY”, Jun., Ditto. 

J. T. PURDAY, Ditto. 

F. S. PURDAY, Ditto. 

MARY Y’OL NG, Mother of Mrs. Rosenthal. 

EMMA ROSENTHAL, Sister to Mr. Rosenthal. 

ELIZA EISNER, Sister to Mr, Rosenthal. 

LOUIS EISNER, Brother-in-law to Mrs. Rosenthal. 


No. 224. 

Mr. Purday to Mr. Layard*—(Received August 18.) 

24, Great Marlborough Street, August 17, 1865. 

I AM reauested by my daughter, Mrs. Stem, to acknowledge your letter of the 
12th instant, in reply to the letter of the 30th ultimo, signed by herself and the other 
relatives of the British captives in Abyssinia. 

from your letter, which was not received till after the despatch of my letter to 
Earl RusseR of the 1 tth instant, it appeal's that all his Lordship can advise Mrs. Stem 
under the circumstances is not to insert herself, nor, if possible, to allow others to 
insert in the newspapers, letters from her hushand, or relating to the captives, which 
may (hid their way to Abyssinia, and prove injurious to Mr. Stern aud the other British 
subjects. 

\\ hi 1st thanking liis Lordship for this advice, T cannot but express the regret which 
the distressed relatives ol the unhappy prisoners feel that tliis principle was not acted 
upon by some members oi Her Majesty's Government, in the donates on this subject in 
Parliament. 

I liave, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARLES II. PURDAY. 


Minutes. 

Thi 1 ' is an impudent letter. It was the publication of that statement in the news¬ 
papers which compelled us to state the truth in Parliament. 

A. II. LAYARD. 


To lx* sure, Dr. Beke probably caused the mischief. 

R. 


No. 223. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Layard, August 3, 1865.—( Received August 23.) 


Inclosure 1 in No. 223. 

The Rev. H. Rosenthal to the Rev. — Goodhart. 

Rev. and dear Sir, Magda la Camp , May 29, 1865. 

I A\ AIL myself of the opport unity to write a few lines informing you of our exist¬ 
ence. ^ I am happy to say that myself and wife are quite well, despite the many sufferings 
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wliicb you no douht heard we liad to pass through, and can only ascribe our preservation 
to the peculiar favour Cod bearetli towards his people. What a threat blessing if it can 
only bo appreciated by those who luive lost their freedom, and art* anxiously waiting 
for deliverance. But when will that happy time arrive for us, we hope from one week 
to another, and one month to another, that release will be brought to us, ^at we have 
already been disappointed so frequently that even apparent good tidings do not in the 
least tend to cheer us, though wo pray fervently and believe firmly that when the 
gracious designs of our Father which at present an; unknown to us* shall have been 
accomplished, lie will also prepare a way for its out of this land—the Lord knows how 
to bring good out of evil, we have experienced this truth on our own souls, and although 
we are deeply grieved to see a promising mission so abruptly broken up, yet wc hope 
that after the termination of these troubles, on the ruin of the former, one of more per¬ 
manent finding and of more unrestrained action can be established, lscaring fruit one 
hundred fold to the glory of God. We beg you and all Christian friends to pray for us. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) ii. ROSENTHAL. 

P.8.—Want of paper compels me to be very brief. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 225. 

7 hr Rrr. If. Stern to the Rev. — Hood hart. 

My dear Mr, (loodhnrt, Amha Magdala, Miry 30, lfiG5. 

AS there is a messenger leaving for Massowah, I creep into my I:ur and hidden 
• • •, scribble a lew lines. Had 1 paper I would ha\e completed the sad history of our 
trials and troubles, but unfortunately, I do not noftsc&t more than this scrap. I must 
wait until Mr. Rassam at Massowah, or our friends at Gaffat, supply me with a few 
sheets. Our position 1ms since my last undergone no change, day alter day wanes to its 
close in the usual painful or restless monotony of savage prison life, sometimes tidings 
reach us which nfiord a thrill of jov, and perhaps for a week we ruminate on freedom 
until our hopes become (IjuiiimmI, and the soul eit her seeks com fort and eon da t ion in Clod 
ami his word, or sinks into the wontisl state of apathy and indifference. I firmly believe 
that our Heavenly Father will yet deliver us, and without wearying my mind by sj»ecu- 
lations, whether this is to In* effected by internal political changes (on which I w ill not 
dilate) or by nu external pressure, I patiently leave all in the hands of Him who shapes 
all events to further His divine and holy purpose. At present we are daily anticipating 
the beginning of the rainy season last year we also dreaded the winter but He w ho 
in mercy preserved us in times past will also graciously watch over us in the time to 
come. 

1 will now give you n brief sketch of the locality where wo and upwards of 200 
natives of all grades ami conditions may have to pass that inclement season : picture to 
yourself an isolated bill rising out of the midst of a jumble of conical hills, deep ravines, 
and serratnl ridges, and you have Amlm Magdala; on tin* summit there ore clusters of 
thatch *d hut* occupied hvabout 1,000troops, not far from the Church, which you recognise 
by an apex surmounted by a glittering brass cross*, you gaze on a mnss of wretched 
hovels that ••••••• around four expansive circular dwellings; you approach 

a few steps nearer and you liehold a st rong thorn fence guarded by group* of sooty 
soldiers, close to whom lie lurking in the sun kinds of unfortunates loaded w ith galling 
fetters. This is the royal prison, and those wretched huts outside the enclosure are 
occupied by the elite of the prisoners during the d y, but towards evening all must 
repair within the fence, where: ftcr being wa died they: re driven like wild beasts within 
the reeking walls of those conically-shaped structures - insects, and all that is repulsive 
of name or colour, swarms in these jails ami really, if Providence had not so tempered 
human nature as to render it capable to endure every hardship, I believe, even few 
Abyssinian* would long resist the fatal influence of this poisonous atmosphere. It is a 
sjmh'uiI favour for which wo have to thank our guards, in whose good graces we • • • 
ourselves by the distribution of some simple medicines, ive are allowed to make our 
al»o<le close to the walls of one of the houses, and there, under a black woollen aw ning, 
Captain Cameron, Rosenthal, Mnkerer, and myself, pass the day and night, and the 
rest who have huts outside, only the night. ’That tantalizing want of pap *r bids me 
stop, and tlmt too at a moment when undisturbed by guards or fellow-prisdn.-ri I could 
have scrawled a page or two more. Please to remember mo and my fellow prisoners 


•203 


to the Throne of Grace, and that God may abundantly bless you Ls the prayer of yours 
in bonds. 

(Signed) HENRY A. STERN. 

P.S.—Will you kindly forward a copy of this to Mr:. Stem, with my love to her 
and the children. 


Inclosure* 3 in No. 223. 

Consul Camnon to Mr. Shair. 

My dear Shaw, Magdala Prison, Abyssinia, May LB, 1865. 

I SENT you a note the other day to let you know that I am still alive, and have 
not forgotten vourself and other old friends. I wished to have sent you a paper on the 
resources of the country by this opportunity, but must put it off. I ought however to 
have mentioned wine ami wool in my last s**rap. The vine grows well, kith in the 
valleys ami uplands everywhere. This country, especially' in the interior, where the 
country is colder, might rival Australia or the Cape for wool. There* are several kinds 
—some short ami delicate, another the fibre from one to two feet long, is produced 
.where 1 am now, and in the highland of Shoa. It is worked up into cloaks, ten to, &c., 
and is course but strong and durable. So much for this for tho present. My object 
now is to tell you how I am getting on. You must have heard tin* particulars long 
since of the grand crash among our mission stations here, and trial of what 1 suppose 
lawyers would call l&sc-majostc. Myself and the other missionaries kept clear for 
some time, but I got orders from England to return to Massowafrat once, ami on my 
asking the necessary permission, the storm lmrst upon us all. AVo were asked to a 
little palaver with His Majesty, dressed ourselves in our Sunday best, it Wing Sumjay, 
found ourselves suddenly' halted and drawn up before two cannons (presents from the 
English Government, 1 uelieve), and, after a few questions, collared and put into a 
tent, and chained by the wrist to a Mack fellow. 

After some weeks the German missionaries, lay missionaries, and workmen (o the 
King, came from Debra Tabor, and obtained the release of Messrs. Find, his wife and 
children, Mr. Cornelius, Messrs. Steigers ami Drandeis, of the Scotland mission, and 
the Germans who were* collecting stuflWl specimens for me. They went to Debra 
Tnbor as prisoners without chains. The rest of us, including niy people at Gondar, 
w ho had Wen chained, and afterwards sent to join our jmrty, were kept in dumueo. 

There was a sort of friendship kept up by Bedlamite messages, talking of friendship 
between the two countries, until the 12th of May. On the morning of tlmt day there* 
was a public interview Wtween the King and the Metropolitan, who had always been 
our fast and open friend, mid a Billingsgate scene Wt ween the heads of Church and 
State ensued, in which the representative of the State taxed the other with having given 
the information to Mr. Stem cm which the charges against the latter bad been founded. 
The Bishop denied, and, I suppose, e\|»eeting Mr. Stern's acquiescence, the King sent 
him down, and confronted him with Air. Stem, who acted like a thorough-bred gent le¬ 
mon and Wld-spoken man in deny ing any thing like collusion. The King afterwards 
mounted bis horse, and uc saw him galloping like a madman over the plain. He 
returned at sunset. AVe had an indefinite hut powerful feeling that something would 
happen. His tent was a stone's throw from ours ; we heard him talking loudly to hi. 
followers; suddenly there was a rush of feet, and, before wc could think where we 
were, wo saw the King himself rushing down on us, with his sword drawn, at full 
spend, and a body of spearmen, shouting ami shrieking, behind him. Messrs. Stern 
and Rosenthal were* seized and questioned by the King himself. NVek for neck was 
the expression of the representative of Prester John it me; at, I will kill y u mill .you 
fall into my views; afterwards, your Government may kill me. There was a moment 
of confusion. All that it is necessary to recollect is, that poor Mr*. Rosenthal, an 
Englishwoman, rushed into my anna, saying “He is mv countryman,” and that she 
was knock ixl down with her baby in her arms. I was knocked (low a with the others, and 
our arms were tied as tight as possible w itb thongs and ropes. This is a mode of tori tin- in 
Abyssinia to elicit secrets. It did not succeed that night, for Mr. Stern persisted in 
giving every answer hut what Prosier John wished. AA'e were tortured for more Hum 
an hour, and doubtful whether we would be left to die i.*i this frightful suffering, when 
Prester John sent a message saying, that as I had nothing to do with the matter, ho 
would loose all for my sake. I pass over the next day—a day in which guards literally 












204 


forced food down our throats in order to give- u4 strength fora night of coming Buffering. 
In the evening, after misery unspeakable, caused by mysterious messages advising us 
either to tell or that it would 1m* JkuI for us, a man named Samuel, who had formerly 
boon our spokesman to the King, came dow n, and, after a few words w ith Mr. Stern, 
led him and my major-domo, Mr. Macraire, out of the tent. Air. Rosenthal was also 
ordered out; they were all again tortured cruelly, water being again poured on the 
ropes and thongs (as had been done to us the previous night, so that I can speak 
feelingly), and such lending <pu*stions put to Mr. Stem, that, lacerated as he w*as by 
tin* suffering of the previous evening, he could not resist saying things that implicated 
the Bishop. Macraire was tortured out of men* wantonness, because he had said that 
20.0(H) Europeans could take the country. Myself and all our party, except Mrs. 
Rosenthal and the two alsire-namnd, were not tortured the second night. After days 
of inde.scri liable panic, in which the slightest sound from the direction of the King’s 
tent shook us, our arm chains (which arc a minor matter) were taken off, and we were 
chained by the legs with merciless barbarity. 

The chains were hammered on without the slightest mercy, my own so tight that 
the log swelled to double the size. After a day’s beseeching I got the shackles tiled off. 
It took a day of the most horrible suffering to perform this operation. When I sent to 
the King he* said, “ let him wait, a little suffering more or less is nothing.” We were 
dragged afterwards to the King’s camp at Agogo near Gondar; here we passed the 
winter in a tom tent under torrents of rain, with a. handful of parched pens daily for 
rations, from Mis Majesty. Our shirts had been torn off on the night of torture, so 
naked and starved, and almost out of our senses from ]>ain and suffering, we jMVssed a 
tropical rainy season. Rut during the rains a letter arrived from the coast w hich wc 
hoped would lilwrate us. There was nothing however said ; after the rains we were 
draggl'd to Debra Talwir, where the other Europeans wore; we held out such Iiojm'm of 
being released there, that we even dressed ourselves directly in expectation of a call to 
flm Royal presence. Rut as the end of all, we were brought up hen* still in chains, and 
here we have been ever since December last. Mow do wc jiass the time, now that we 
are settled thus ? We wake at daylight, fearfully coarse coffee is brought in earthenware 
pots; we cat bread and honey. Till midday we talk, make notes by Ntealtli or smoko, 
(♦hero is plenty of country toliaeco to bo bought). MV have visits from the guards who 
come to ask us, “ Have vou grass in your country ? have you soldiers, have you u great 
King like ours?" I tell them, “ 1 don't speak your language, go to my Dragoman.” 
My Dragoman tolls them wonderful stories. I am not troubled and every one satisfied. 
After midday we breakfast on good wbeaten bread and meat. In the afternoon we 
resolve ourselves into a dispensary. Every one has been in the school, and has a doctor’s 
degree; Dr. Kerims, my Secretary, son of the well known Physician of that name in 
County Galw av,—armh ! by St. Patrick, hut lie shows the family talent still in drawing 
teeth and cutting up tumours like oranges. M. le Doetcur Macraire, my head man, 
blinds those who can sec, and finishes off the entirely blind as our optician. Then* is 
plenty of ontbalmia hen*, so lie has enough to do. [illegible] for all diseases above the 
waist emetics, all diseases below the wiiist purgatives. It must Ik* a discovery in 
medicine. I have not lost a patient, we do an immense deal of good with our handful 
of medicine, especially as regard* eye diseases. We have cured perhaps 300 cases. The 
patients are either prisoners or guardians of the mountain. This has ensured, at least, 
our being better treated than we were at first. Once a day my comjianion in misfortune, 
the Rev. Mr. Stem, has a short service. In the evening we an* [illegible] to Ik* 
counted like sheep, sunset brings supper. In tin* evening wo gossip under an awning, or 
Kit outside looking into the bright lwautiliil starlight of tins pure African sky till late into 
the night and talking of home. The night itself brings nothing hut [illegible] rendered 
more [illegible] by the clank of chains and the muttered prayers of our Abyssinian 
fellow prisoners (the poor devils pray nil night in their grief). Fleas, hugs and rats 
run over our faces, ami play at hide and seek Ik* tween our feet. Happy he [illegible] 
pass into temporary oblivion amidst all this, <o day follows day. 

The clear sunshiny summer tide except [illegible] monotony of our existence 
[illegible] or the arrival of a new hatch of prisoners, or sickness of which we have hail 
our share, though now we are well. What the dreadful winter may produce God only 
knows. Our fellow prisoners take in all classes, first there* are political prisoners, with 
historic names; these nre great rascals and beggars, proud and supercilious, they send 
to us lor all sorts of things with some preface like this, “ I am a great man, anil rich, 
when ray money comes 1 will lend you 100 dollar*, now give me some coffee or a 
sheep,” or whatever it may Ik*. We have nothing to do with these gentlemen; it is not 
altogether safe. After these come sundry military deserter* and thieves and murderers, 
also Gallos prisoners of w ar j the latter ore o proud manly race, much supeticr to these 
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rascal Abyssinians. The Abyssinians have every vice, hypocrisy and self righteousness 
included ; every rascal has a Psalter which he reads with a loud voice for hours every 
day; they keen fasts most rigidly, and confess. The greatest rascals lrnve the biggest 
Psalters, and the best opinion of themselves. • And so adieu, dear Shaw, and believe 
me that I shall never forget your kindness to me in happier days, then* is one consolation 
in all this, this passive suffering of ours may do more good for Africa than a 1,000 books. 
Good bye, God bless you, dear Shaw, once more; remember me to White, Burton, and 
all other mutual friends. 

Toon, Ac. 

(8ignecf) C. D. CAMERON. 


No. 226. 

Colonel Stanton to Mr. Colquhoun.—(Received August 23.) 

Sir, Alexandria , August 14, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have this clay drawn upon you a bill, at 
thirty days’ sight, in favour of Sir Robert G. Colquhoun, for the sum of 2021. sterling, 
on account of Mr. Palgnivc’s Abyssinian expedition. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 
[Bill presented and accepted, August 23, 1865.] 


No. 227. 

Mr. Melvill to Mr. Hammond.—(Received August 24.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, August 23, 1865. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 14th duly,* I am directed by SirC. Wood to 
forward, for the information of Earl Russell, the accompanying copy of a despatch 
from the Political Resident at Aden stating tliat the muskets referred to in the Foreign 
Office letter of the above date have never ieft Aden. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


Inclosure in No. 227. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Sir C. Wood. 

Sir, Aden, August 2, 1865. 

IN reference to your letter No. 6 of the 17th July, received this morning, 1 have 
the honour to state that the muskets mentioned in the letter from the Foreign Office 
have never left Aden. I kept them here in preference to sending them to Massowah, 
as they could Ik? better looked after until there was some greater probability of 
Mr. Rassam proceeding up country. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 228. 

Mr. Melvill to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September I.) 

Sir, India Office, August 31, 1865. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir C. Wood to forward to you, for the information of 
Earl Russell, copy of a letter and inclosure from the Government of Bombay! respecting 
the appropriation, at Massowah, by Porto Effendi, late Kaimakam there, of a sum of 
840 dollars [about 200/.], granted by this office to the late Mr. Barroni, late Acting 
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British Consul at Massowah, together [with ?] 020 dollars [about 150/.], transmitted 
by the Foreign Office to Consul Cameron. 

The amount intended for Mr. Barroni has been ordered to be paid to his brother at 
Cairo, and 1 am directed, with a view to its recovery from Purto Effendi, to request 
that you will move Earl Russell to direct the attention of Her Majesty's Ambassador 
at the Eublime Ottoman Porte to the fact that the individual in question is described 
as a Turkish official, and left Massowah for Constantinople. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


Miuuies. 


Sir II. Bulwer. 

Wait until we bear from Cameron. 

Cameron owed money to Purtoo Effendi, who appears to have lx*hav<*d very 
kindly to him. 

[Hea Mr. Uertslct’a memorandum, February 7, 1866. Answered March 5, I860.] 


Inclosure 1 in No. 228. 

The Governor-General of India in Council to Sir C. Wood. 

yj r Bombay Castle, January 28, 1865. 

ADVERTING to the correspondence ending with your despatch No. 3, dated the 
23rd January, 1804, we have the honour hi forward herewith copy of a letter from the 
Political Resident at Aden, No. 125 of the 19th ultimo, and to submit one request, 
that Colonel Merewether’s reeonimmidatum regarding the jiaynicnt of 840 dollars to 
the late Mr. Barroni, may receive the attention of Her Majesty’s 


the brother of 
Government. 


(Signed) 11. B. E. FRERE. 

W. R. MANSFIELD. 
J. D. INVEKARITY. 


ineloHure 2 in No. 228. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

gjj r Bombay, December 19, 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to state, for the information of his Excellency tin* Governor 
in Council, that, in November 1863, Government, on my representation, were pleased 
to pass to the late Mr. Barroni, of MAssowah, the sum of 89) dollars on account of 
expenses incurred by him on behalf of the British Government during the year 1860, 
and 1 received instructions* to pay that amount to Mr. Barroni. 

2. The only means of communication betareen Aden and Massowah was bv 
Bugalow, I consequently forwarded the above sum in a sealed 1k>x together with 
another sum, likewise secured in another case, which was pay forwarded privately for 
Consul Cameron from the Foreign Office, amounting to 620 dollars and 5 annas 
and uddressed the former with a letter inclosing receipt, requiring signature, to 
Mr. Barroni, and the latter to Consul Cameron’s Agent at Massowah. Both cises 
reached Massowah safely, and were taken possession of by the Turkish official there, bv 
name, Purto Effendi, and appropriated by him in part payment of Consul Cameron’s 
debt to him, which amounted to over tliat sum. Mr. Barroni had died a short time 
before the arrival of the specie at Massowah, consequently, no one was aware that the 
840 dollars were intended for him, as his letter was returned to Aden unopened. 

3. From inquiries that l have made regarding the circumstances, I have 
discovered that Mr. Barroni’s brother is at Cairo, and as 1 think it but just and proper 
that he should receive the amount given to his brother, who, unfortunately, did not 
live long enough to know of the acknowledgment of his services bv the British 
Government, 1 liave addressed this letter to you in the hope that his Excellency the 
Governor in Council will Is* pleased to move the Home Government with a view 

• Gov«a»«nt letter, No. 3,599, of November 6, 1863. (Political Depvtmeai.) j 
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to the refund, from Consul Cameron’s pay, of the sum credited by mistake by 
Purto Efleadi, late Kaimakam of Massowah to Consul Cameron, and which sum 
belongs V> the estate of the late Mr. Barroni. 

4. The Kaimakam has left Massowah for Constantinople, and it would be 
difficult to trace him and to recover the money; but I liokl a receipt from him of both 
the sums appropriated by him on Consul Cameron’s account. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 229. 

Memorandum pm ths Protection of Abyssinian* by ike British Consul at Jerusalem, 

Sejdember I, 1865. 

ON the 29th of June, 1852, Bishop Gobat forwarded to the Earl of Malmesbury ** , * 0 »* • ( 

two letters to Her Majesty, which had been forwarded to him for transmission to their 9 M 
destination by the writers, Kas Ali and the Dedjasmart Oubeo, then two independent 
Chieft of Abyssinia. The Bishop stated that these letters bore no date, but that he had 
reason to believe tliat they were written about the loginning of the year 1852, in conse¬ 
quence of a meetiug of the two Chiefs at Gondar with the King and some of the most 
influential Ecclesiastics of Abyssinia, at which meeting it was resolved that the two 
Chiefs should WTite to the Queen of England to ask Her Majesty to authorise him 
(Bishop Gobat) to superintend and protect their countrymen visiting or residing in 
Jerusalem, and to authorise her Representative to lend him his assistance when 
needed. 

The Bishop’s letter was accompanied by the following statement concerning the 
then state of the Aby sain inns at Jerusalem 

** The Abyssinian* uffirm, and there are hints in ecclesiastical history to the same 
effect, that in former times they had considerable |s»sses«ioii« in Jerusalem, of which 
they liave been deprived, so tliat now there remains only the Convent called Deir 
Essultan (in which there are at present about sixty pilgrims) in their jHissession, But 
tliat such property, of which they have from time to time been deprived, really lie longed 
to them they cannot prove by any documentary evidence , unless such evidence could Ik* 
found in the archives of the Local Government; for about twelve or fourteen years ago, °* ‘M* 

when all the Abyssinians residing at Jerusalem had died of the plague, their library, 
containing many valuable manuscript liooks, was entirely burnt, by order of Ibrahim 
Pasha, with all the documents which might liave served them to recover their property 
in these better times.” Bishop Gobat added, “ I have myself seen the library twenty- 
five years ago, together with such documents, and that nil those books and documents 
were consigned to the flames on the aforesaid occasion is most notorious in Jerusalem. 

The question, however, is not now about wliat was, I conceive irretrievably, lost on the 
occasion, but about the consequence* of that oonfburration and of the remedy thereof. 

“ When the Abyssinian* had died of the plague, aliout the year 1838, the Coptic 
priest took the keys of the Abyssinian convent and of a chapel belonging to it, at the 
instigation of the Armenian Patriarch , who has since elaimcKl the right to disuse of 
both the convent and the chapel. 

“ After these events new Abyssinian pilgrims arrived in such numbers that in the 
years 1849 and 1850 their a>enige numlier was never hws than 100, many of whom 
were both intelligent and respectable. Yet they were treated like slaves, or rather like 
beasts, by the Copts and Armenians combined; they could never enter their own 
chajiel hut when it pleased the Armenians to open itand on one occasion, in conse¬ 
quence of which I felt it my duty to interfere, they could not get the chapel opened to 
perform the funeral service of one of their number. The key of the convent liaving 
remainod, since the plague aforesaid, in the hands of their oppressors, they were locked 
up in their convent in the evening until it plra*«*d their Coptic jailer to open it in the 
morning ; so that in ease of any severe attacks of illness, which are frequent there even 
in small families, they had no means of going out to call for a physician. 

“ Tilings were in such a state when, about two years ago, I received letters from 
the King of Abyssinia, Has Ali, Dedjasmart Ouhco, and several influential priests, 
asking me to take their convent and the pilgrims under my jurisdiction, to choose one of 
the pilgrims whom I considered most fit for it, and appoint him head of the convent, 
responsible to me alone, Ac. To this 1 answered that 1 was most willing to give good 
advice to and to do for them all that was in my power as a friend to their people and 
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l'h#* altar B«bmki | 
July 6, 1852 


.*y* Mr. Hammond'* 
Memorandum on the 
above letter* 


To Hilltop 0 that and 
Chevalier Hunarn ; 
July 10. I8.S2. 


To ( on*ul Finn, No. 2 ; 
July 10, IM2 


Canna) Finn, No. 7 i 
Auguat 17, 1862. 


I n Couial Finn, No. 4 ; 
.'•(•pieraber 28. 1862. 


Comal Finn, No, I, 
Political j 
January 1, 1868. 


1 miaul Finn, No. 9, 
PnlilMal t 
June 21, 1868 


country, where I liail formally been so hospitably received; but that I could do nothing for 
them officially unless I wah authorized to do ho by the Queen of England. And now it in 
in consequence of thin hint tluit Ali and Dcdjasmart Ouliea were requested by the King,* 
and a meeting of priests and others, to write to the Queen, as they now have done, to 
ask her to authorize me and (although the writer has forgotten it), the Consul of 
Jerusalem to take their countrymen and their convent under our superintendence and 
protection." 

The Chevalier Bunsen, through whom this letter was sent, was of opinion that 
these claims were just, and tliat if the British Government would grant the protection 
desired it would essentially contribute to promote the authority of the Bishopric of 
Jerusalem, and he therefore recommended the application to Lord Malm^bury’s 
favourable consideration. 

The British Government, however, appear to have been anxious to guard against 
doing anything which would provoke a controversy with the Porte respecting Abyssinia, 
and the following answer was therefore returned to Bishop Gohat:— 

“ Her Majesty's Government cannot undertake to protect officially the natives of 
Abyssinia who may chance to Is* residing in the territory of the 8ub]ime Porte; hut 
Her Majesty's Consul at Jerusalem will be instructed to use his good offices for them 
in ease of need, as memls'i's of a Christian Church iu spiritual communion with the 
Established Church in England.” 

With regard to his own interference, Bishop Gobat was reminded that the licence 
from the Crown under which he was consecrated enabled him to exercise spiritual 
jurisdiction as well in Abyssinia as in Syria; but that Lord Malmesbury was of opinion 
that it was on every account desirable tliat, as a purely spiritual authority, he should 
confine his interference in behalf of Abyssinians visiting Jerusalem exclusively to 
spiritual matters. 

Copies of these letters were sent to Consul Finn at Jerusalem, and he was, at the 
same time, “ authorized in ease of need, to use his good offices for the protection of 
any Abyssinians who might chance to Ik* in Jerusalem, as being members of a Christian 
Church in spiritual communion with the Established Church in England.” 

To this despatch Consul Finn replied that “he would willingly attend to the 
instructions lie had received in favour of the poor and oppressed people; hut that he 
feared it would often require delicate management in using those friendly offices, since 
they had jniwcrful enemies in the rich Armenian community ami the vindictive Copts, 
and were themselves of very hot temperament;” and he added that “especial delicacy 
would he required if they should undertake to rebuild or make repairs in the convent, 
as the lienevolent aid of the British Government would Is* certainly misunderstood, for 
the Oriental Ecclesiastical Establishments would not fail to regard this species of 
protection as an indirect step of the Protestants towards gaining a portion of tin* Church 
of the lloly Sepulchre, which they could not obtain otherwise;" and, he observed, 
that “the Abyssinian Convent covered part of the sanctuaries, and especially the 
reputed place of finding the crosses.” 

Consul Finn was accordingly told to bo “ most careful to avoid taking any step 
which might seem intended to obtain for the Protestant community at Jerusalem a 
portion of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre." 

In pursuance of tin* foregoing instructions. Consul Finn ap]M*ars to have on more 
than one occasion rendered assistance to the distressed Abyssinians at Jerusalem, for in 
his despatch No. 1 of January 1, 1858, he says “ The Abyssinians are a poor people, 
who look up to this Consulate with gratitude for sundry offices of aid received in their 
occasional troubles.” 

In June of the same year. Consul Firm reported (what he desorilied as an unusual 
circumstance) the visit to Jerusalem of persons of high rank, natives of Abyssinia. 

He stated that these personages were a Councillor of State (Macoar) named 
Miehail (or Guehra Yussos), and a military commander of 3,000 infantry and 7,000 
cavalry (so it was reported), and that they wore attended by a military officer on the 
part of llis Highness the Viceroy of Egypt. That their residence was in the Coptic 
Convent, tin* adjoining Abyssinian Convent being in too ruined a condition for their 
reception, and that they bad repaired to the sacred localities of the Christian religion 
in Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 

Mr. Finn then stated lie had visited them, with which they expressed themselves 
much pleased, and that he had reminded them of their people when in that country 
being under Her Majesty's gracious protection, by Lord Malmesbury's directions in 

• ** The Kinjj, bom* of ihr ancient royal family, i* much rcaperted and brloied by the whoh people, but he 

hat absolutely uo power." 

• *1 . :* ii 
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1832, and that being aware of their depressed slate in Jerusalem, he had - latelo taken 

there,• and of hi. desire to carry oat Her Majesty's benevolent inten- 
nf I ^ that ,le ha<1 informed them that he had lately established one 

ul,T ( Ti r OVCr ^ rC8t ' Bnd ,hat he ahouW h*' K lad effectual 

d , f °, r <x,nftnTUD! ? them in their right to their own Convent at 

Jerusalem, which although known by all parties to be theirs, as long as it was kept out 

dLtn^*™T’ m ’ K ‘ *' if contested, since all their document., wore 

i^nf^r^-pC yat 1U8tiSati0n ° f the ^ “ d A ""“' 

honJhnirWnd^l!!^ that J't °J *“,** I™™ alwa . v ’' had Abyssinian servants in his 
nri^tnretoif S °. f had lcft Jerusalem in the train of the Maooftr, in 
oidOTto retam with him to his home; and he concluded his despatch by giving the 
followmg description of the Abyssinian diameter :_ 

of a r ^ d .r ipli “ rd but Wfiffc-Vritid people, proud of being independent 

m th r ,r OWU C<mntr r ab,e to cope with and resist the litter on 
more than equal terms in the name of Christianity. 

thnrr I rlU ' y t °#? le *^ p more 8Usce pt*ble of improvement than Arab peasantry, and 
they have no idea of looking up to any other European Power than Knglind. ‘ 

traditions to fit 0 ! t !l at Mabonu ‘ tan * are in the babit of citing ancient 

^rUons to the effect that the Abyssinians are destined to destroy Mocoa and 

TWLi/t nGt * ess remarkable is the extraordinary reverence which in Abyssinia is 

paid to persons or objects reaching them from Jerusalem.” 9 

No answer was returned to this despatch. 

rln,Ji!S h 1862> ° disput ? armc hetween the Copts and the Abyssinians in a C o«™i n„. n, 
off the locks am? com 1 mon 1 , tbem lj<)tb ’ res IHvting the keys, the Copts having taken J kf on * nUr ' ’ 
milita^v Tm th £? b - V , new on <** The ^We wai quelledby the l5 * li0 * 

Cons^fo^ ttk ^r 118 de “ tbc . appealed ‘to the British 

t i p t iii .I* ^°U8uls amva ^» * be Abyssinian President was released, hut 

v e 1 urv c Bl, r" d ^ to the Copt*. The 

“ positively refused to comply with this demand, on the ground 

mider Knoln £”5!° o°‘ Turkwh •**« '““I »n independent nationality 

ha 4 t c i ,unl 7 " '"inn, upon this, sported what 

Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, when he informed his 

f that (l »y the helpless Abyssinians 

unless they weref.X™ the . C °Pt» under the powerful direction of the Armenians, 

rule and i l.»t l » o ' r ^ <) ^ ni . zod V » formal document to he foreigners to Turkish 
rule, and that he thought the time had arrived to ask for such a document. 

to it Py ° f th,s de8 P atch waa ““t to Earl Itussell, but no answer was returned 

against h!o'^ S ur ^ ra Pa f ha at Jerusalem remonstratdri with Consul Finn Contai No. •. 
! of recognition of the Abyssinians as a people independent of the 

hyM^Fun^ ''JE^Z*?*** ^2^ aud ^ ^"nulwas concluded 7 
ny jnr. films stating that he was awaiting directions from Lord Russell and fmm 

efforta^nnnF ° ° n ‘i*? 8ub ^® t * } ,e tben P»ve a promise that he would use his friendly 
h^p T ,nin r <>< a . <l tl»en in dispute between the Copts and the Abyssinians^ 

Consul'■° J ° ln “ t !“‘,. la, ; k ' he ,tat «> that he could not recognize the 
Consul s right to exercise any jurisdiction in Abyssinian matters. 

ofloriL thVn 8 ^ Consul pointed out that •• the Abyssinians were in danger 
imder a Turk^h of ‘heir large ancient possessions in Jerusalem, if placed 

unaer a lurkish Fasha, and so under the convents of their oppressors the Armenian* 

"lr r 'v^«i:rGov:rem bUttha ‘, hC,ia<1 110 ^ W^TndtZ 

the cauL o?a J peL-u^ ^' * ° ny ' “ ° qUC8ti ° n ’ eX<Xpt that ot ^^‘ing 
r'turlma m IT lj “' n in the h “ 1 “ t of F™? •« Abymnim, on their 

doc^tf wLtT™ any tLZ. ^ UC h * d thc “ n0 otl - 

despateh r ^o y 2 to o/the d |'X t< i h i W f a ™ply referred to Lord Malmesbury's T.t-.i 

uespaicn no. z of the 10th July, 1852, for the guidance of his conduct (*n> PtoUt4r * 1 ; 

Sr hC W eD j 0ined to ^ ^ those instructions with anil "■ 
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• No copy of thi. letter «U sent home by Consul Finn. 





To Mr H. BoUrr. Ko 

tU , Jmma ft, IMS. 
CommI Bm, No. IS t 
Join 3. 1862. 


To Con»al Monro, 

No. It 

Drnriab** 29, 1862. 


Coiwul Muorr, No. &( 
Octobvr 3, 1863. 


Copies of this correspondence were tent to Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople. 

It was stated in a subsequent despatch from Consul Finn to Her Majesty’s 
AmlttHKfidor tliat the Copts had lately taken to beating the Abyssinians more than they 
liad formerly done, both men and women, and otherwise in several petty ways ffl-used 
them, besides breaking open the lock* of the church; but that he was unable to obtain 
any redress on their lwhalf, as the Pasha was absent on a journey, and the Local 
Council acting for him at Jerusalem refused (as they stated by his direction) to hear 
auy Abyssinian complaint in which the English Consul interfered, and in which those 
people did not come into Court as bond fide Turkish subjects. 

Mr. Finn assuml the Ambassador tliat the case was one of real hardship, and 
likely to lead to farther evils. 

No answer, however, appears to have been returned to this despatch. 

Mr. Finn was shortly afterwards transferred from Jerusalem to the Dardanelles, 
and Mr. Moore (the present Consul) was appointed his successor. 

No special instructions were given to Mr. Moore upon the subject of the protection 
to he afforded to the Abyssinians at Jerusalem, but he was told generally that he was 
to act upon the instructions which had from time to time been given to his prede¬ 
cessors. 

In September 1803 Consul Moore reported that the long-standing dispute between 
the Coptic and Abyssinian communities established at Jerusalem respecting the 
proprietorship of the convent and chapel adjoining the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
hod broken out afresh. 

The convent, it appears, had hitherto been in the possession of the Abyssinians, 
whilst the chapel was common to both parties; the ownership of the buildings being 
cluimcd by either sect. 

On the occasion in question the Copts laid their case before the Turkish authorities, 
and the Abyssinians addressed themselves to the British Consul. The Consul accord¬ 
ingly sought an interview with tho Turkish Pasha, with the view of using his good 
offices in favour of the Abyssinians for the purpose of bringing about an amicable 
adjustment of the dispute. The Pasha, however, inquired w hether the Consul held any 
Finnan or Vixirial Letter instructing the Governor of Jcnisalem to recognise the 
British protection over the Abyssinians; and being informed that he did not, he said 
that in hie instructions the Abyssinians were designated as Turkish subjects, and that 
ho could not, therefore, entertain any representations or admit any right of interven¬ 
tion on the part of tho British Consul in behalf of the Abyssinians. 

The question was accordingly proceeded with at the Medjliss, under the presidency 
of the Pasha himself, and in the presence of both parties. 

The decision of the Medjliss was given in favour of the Copts, with the proviso 
thi>t the Abyssinians were to he allowed to make use of both the convent and the 
chapel under certain conditions. 

The Abyssinians, however, complained to tho British Consul against the injustice 
of this decision. 

It appears that neither party liad more than oral testimony to adduce in support 
of their respective pretensions, but that the Abyssinians could add to this the fact of 
possession, as well as their allegation that their written titles were burnt, purposely, by 
the Armenians and Copts during tho panic and confusion which occurred at the last 
visitation of the plague in Jerusalem, at tho time of the Egyptian domination. 

The Consul reported that he told the Abyssinians that, if they would address to 
him a statement of their ease, with all the evidence they could furnish, he would 
undertake to submit it to the British Ambassador at Constantinople, for his Excellency’s 
consideration; but that this they had not done, and ho added that he was given to 
understand that they were preparing to abandon Jerusalem altogether, and return to 
their own country,—a course, it was said, their head priest had already adopted. 

Foreign Office, September 1, 1865. 


(Signed) 


E. HERT6LET. 
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No. 230. 

Colonel Stanton to Earl Russell.—(Received September 5.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, September 5, lSi5. 

RASSAM, just arrived at Sues, telegraphs Consul Cameron released. Will report 
further by telegram after seeing him. Palgrave still at Cairo. 


No. 231. 

Memorandum sent to Newspapers. 

' Foreign Office , September 5, 1865. 

INFORMATION has this day lieen received at the Foreign Office that Mr. Rasaam 
had arrived at 8uez, and had reported to Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in 
Egypt that Consul Cameron had been released. No details received. 


No. 232. 

Mr. Layard to Captain Desborougk .• 

Foreign Office , September 5, 1865. 

MR. LAYARD presents his compliments to Captain Desborough, and has great 
pleasure in informing him tlinfc a telegram lias just been received from Her Majesty’s 
Agent and Consul Cameron in Egypt, reporting that Consul Cameron had been released. 
No details have yet been received. 


No. 233. 

Colonel Stanton to Earl Russell.—(Received September 6, 9*30 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, September 6, 6 p.m. 

It ASSAM states on receipt of his letter, the King liad Cameron unshackled 
i n 1 wrote him word to come via Matcmma, on account of the rebellion in Tigre. 
Letter makes no mention of Queen’s letter, and is neither sealed nor signed. All 
messengers had returned and had been well treated. Rassam answered the King, he 
must first obtain permission to pass through the Egyptian territory, lie will wait 
instructions here. 

Though released, it is doubtful whether Cameron can leave the country. Rassam 
fears further complications by delay, and wishes to return to Massowah immediately to 
prepare. He is also afraid that if Palgrave goes it wrill spoil all. 

I am myself of opinion that Palgrave should proceed at once. 


No. 234. 

Colonel Stanton to Earl Russell.—(Received September 6, 10‘30 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, September 6, 1865. 

1 HAVE just received intelligence from Cairo that steamboat, letters, and other 
arrangements of Egyptian Government for Palgrave’s journey are ready. Viceroy 
defrays expenses as fhr as Mateauna. 

Should not Palgrave proceed at once ? Queen’s letter might be entrusted to him. 
Rassam to return to Aden. 


• A similar letter wu addressed to Mrs. Cameron. 














No. 235. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Layard.—(Received September 6.) 

India Office, September 6, 1865. 

MR. MLR I VALE presents his compliments to Mr. Layard, and forwards the latest 
intelligence respecting the captives in Abyssinia. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 235. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Sir C. Wood. 

8ir » _ ___ , Aden, July 31, 1865. 

1 DO myself the honour to forward a copy of my latest despatch in this Depart¬ 
ment, dated this day, to the Government of Bombay. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 

Iuclosure 2 in No. 235. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Secretary to Government , Bombay. 

Aden , July 31, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for the information of his Excellency 
the Governor in Council, copies of further correspondence just received from 
Mr. Rassam at Mossowah. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 235. 

Mr. Rassam to the Political Resident at Aden, July 22, 1865. 
[See Inclosurc 1 in No. 210.] 

Inclosure 4 in No. 235. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam , May 29, 1865. 

[8ec Inclosure 2 in No. 219.] 

Inclosure 5 in No. 285. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam, May 29, 1865. 

[See Inclosure 3 in No. 219.] 


Inclosure 6 in No. 235. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam, May 5, 1865. 
[See Inclosure 4 in No. 219.] 
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No. 236. 

Captain Desborough to Mr. Layard.—(Received September 7.) 

Reading , September 6, 1865. 

CAPTAIN DESBOROUGH presents his compliments to Mr. Layard, and begs 
to thank him for the gratifying intelligence conveyed in his letter. If not asking too 
much. Captain Desborough would feel greatly obliged by Mr. Layard giving him the 
dates of Captain Cameron’s release when they reached the Foreign Office. 


No. 237. 

Mr. Layard to Colonel Stanton. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreinn Office, September 7, 1865. 

DO not take any stop until you hear further from Lord Russell. Keep Rassam, 
and do not let Palgrave go. 


No. 238. 

Mr, Layard to Captain Desborough .• 

Foreign Office, September 8, 1865. 

MR. LAYARD presents his compliments to Captain Desborough, and begs to 
inform him that, according to the information received from Egypt since the date of the 
telegram of the 6th,tit would appear that Captain Cameron has been released from his 
shackles hut has not left Abyssinia, and that King Theodore lias invited Mr. Rassam to 
proceed to his Court. 


No. 239. 

Earl Russell to Colonel Stanton. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 9, 1865. 

RASSAM should go at once to King Theodore by way of Mat omnia, taking with 
him the Queen’s letter, but not the muskets. You will nsk the Egyptian Government 
to give him all the facilities prepared for Palgrave. He should be accompanied if 
possible by the officers who were with him at Massowah. Palgrave must not accompany 
Rassam, whatever happens, but must remain with you in Egypt and assist you with 
the Egyptian authorities. 


No. 2 tO. 


Earl Russell to Colonel Stanton .f 

(No. 11. Consular.) 

8ir, Foreign Office, September 9, 1865. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your three telegrams of the 5th and Gth 
instant, reporting that Mr. Consul Cameron liad been released from his chains, but hail 
not left Abyssinia, and that King Theodore had invited Mr. Rassam to go to Abyssinia 
at once through Egypt. 

You will have learnt by my telegram of this day’s date the course which Her 
Majesty’s Government are of opinion that it is now advisable should be pursued, viz., 
that Mr. Rassam should go at once to King Theodore by way of Matemma, taking with 
him the Queen’s Letter, but not the muskets which he was instructed to present to His 
Majesty. 

You will, doubtless, by the time this despatch reaches you, have already in obedience 
to the instructions contained in my telegram, asked the Egyptian Government to give 
Mr. Rassam all the facilities which they were prepared to grant to Mr. Palgrave, and 

* A similar litter was addressed to Mrs. Cameron. t Cop? to India Office, September 13. 

[73] 3 I 
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have informed the former that Her Majesty's Government are of opinion that he should 
be accompanied, if possible, by the officer* who were with him at Massowah, and the 
latter gentleman that, whatever happens, he must not accompany Mr. Rassam, but 
must remain with you in Egypt, and assist you in your communications with the 
Egyptian authorities. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 241. 

Colonel Stanton to Earl Russell.—(Received September 11, 3 35 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, September 11, 1865, 2’28 P.M. 

HAVE communicated your Lordship’s telegram to Rassam, who states he must 
return to Massowah in consequence of arrangements made with messengers. From 

thence he insists upon going to Mutemtna, viA -, Bogos and Kassala, not by 

the Nile. Would start on this journey about middle of October. Wants also 200/. 
from me to purchase pn*sents for the King. This plan, besides causing delay, upsets 
arrangements made by Egyptian Government, who have taken up the matter strongly 
at my request, and will be annoyed at change. 

Should Viceroy be asked to entrust letter to the King prepared for Palgrave to 
Rassam ? 


No. 242. 

Earl Russell to Colonel -S/an/on. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 11, 1865. 

RASSAM should go off as soon as possible, lie should ask, but only as a favour, 
that the missionaries should 1 m* releast»d. lie cannot insist u|>on it. If the King wishes 
to send an Emlwissy to England, Rassam may say that we will endeavour to obtain a 
passage for it through Egypt, but we cannot undertake to obtain consent of the Egyptian 
Government. Rassam may inform King that present Consul at Jerusalem will be told 
that he is to give to Abyssinian* similar good offices as were affimlcd by previous 
Consul. 


No. 243. 

Earl Russell to Colonel Stanton .• 

(No. 13.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 11, 1865. 

WITH reference to my telegraphic despatch of Saturday, the instructions con¬ 
tained in which were repeated in my despatch of the same date, I have to state that I 
nddressed to you to-day at 6 p.m. a further telegraphic despatch, informing you that 
Mr. Rassam should set off as soon ns possible; that he should ask King Theodore, but 
only as a favour, to release the Missionaries, but tliat he cannot insist upon their release. 
That he should inform the King that if Ills Majesty wishes to send an Embassy to 
England, ller Majesty’s Government will endeavour to obtain a passage for it through 
Egypt, but that Her Majesty’s Government must not assume that they can obtain the 
consent of the Viceroy to this request. 

I also desired you to instruct Mr. Rassam to inform King Theodore* that Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Jerusalem will be instructed to give to Abyssinian subjects the 
same good offices as were afforded to them by his predecessor. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


• To IndU Oflw, September 22. 




- 
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No. 244. 

Mr. H. Layard to Earl Russell.—(Received September 12.) 

The London Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews, 
My lord, 16, Lincolns Inn Fields, London , September 9, 1865. 

HAVING seen this day in the public papers a notification from the Foreign 
Office, dated September 8, to the effect that Captain Cameron had been released from 
his chains, and was awaiting the arrival of Mr. Rassam in Abyssinia, who was on his 
way thither rid Egypt, at the invitation of King Thoodorus, I have the honour, on 
behalf of the Committed of the above-named Society, most respectful to solicit the 
continuance of your Lordship’s kind efforts on behalf of the captive missionaries, and 
to instruct Mr. Rassam to use every endeavour to procure their total release, iu common 
with that of Her Majesty’s Consul. 

Thankfully hailing the success of Mr. Raasam’s Mission thus far, however much 
protracted, and praying for a speedy and satisfactory issue thereof, I liave the honour 
to remain, &c. 

(Signed) IIENRY L. LAYARD, 

Secretary of the London Society for Promoting Christianity 
among the Jews. 


Minute. 

Query: Say every proper exertion will be made to obtain release of captives. 

J. M. 


No. 245. 

Earl Russell to Colonel /S/an/on, 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office , September 12, 1865. 

THE way of reaching King Theodore must be left to Rassam s discretion. It is 
presumed that he has ascertained that the road he proposes to take is the best anil would 
be most acceptable to the King. Explain this to the Egyptian Government. Rassam 
may ask for letter similar to to that given to Palgrave by Viceroy, if he thinks it 
advisable to do so. You are authorised to spend 200/. in presents. 

The names of places by which Rassam proposes to go not deeypherable in your 
telegram. 


No. 246. 


Mrs. Cameron to Mr. Layard.—(Received September 13.) 

Westfield House, Old Wells Road , Bath, August 6, 1865. 
MRS. CAMERON presents her compliments to Mr. Layard, and is greatly 
obliged to him for this information regarding the release of her son, and trusts that 
satisfactory accounts of his present condition may soon be received from him. 


No. 247. 

Mr. Layard to Mr. Mdrill. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 13, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to state to you, for the information of Secretary 
Sir Charles Wood, that a telegram was received on the 5th instant from Her Majesty’s 
Agent and Consul-General at Alexandria, dated the same day, reporting that Mr. Itas- 
sam had just arrived at Suez, and had telegraphed that Mr. Consul Cameron was 
released. 

In two subsequent telegrams from Alexandria on the 6th instant, and dated the 
same day, Colonel Stanton reports information from Mr. Rassam that King Theodore, 
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on fleeing Mr. Rassam’s letter ordered Mr. Cameron to be released from his chains, and 
had invited Mr. Rassam to go to Abyssinia by way of Matemma on account of the 
rebellion in Tigrd. No mention was made by the King of llcr Majesty’s letter, and 
the King’s letter was neither scaled nor signed. 

All Mr. Kassam’s messengers had been well treated, and had returned to 
Massowah. 

Colonel Stanton also reports that Mr. Ransom had informed the King in reply, 
that he must first obtain the permission of the Egyptian Government to pass through 
its territory, and that he would wait instructions at Alexandria: he adds, that though 
released from his chains, it is doubtful whether Mr. Cameron can leave Abyssinia; that 
Mr. Hassam feared further com plications by delay, and wished to return to Massowah 
immediately to make preparations ; and that he feared the w r orst results if Mr. Palgrave 
was allowed to go to the King. 

Colonel Stanton further reports that all the arrangements of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment for Mr. Palgrave’s journey were ready, and that the Viceroy would defray the 
expense! of it as fur as Matemma; and he inquires whether Mr. Palgrave should not 
proceed at once on his mission to King Theodore. 

I inclose a copy of the answer which Lord Russell has returned to Colonel 
Stanton’s inquiry,* and am to add that the instructions which it contains were sent to 
Colonel Stanton by telegraph on Saturday. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


No. 248. 

Colonel Stanton to Earl Russell.—(Received September 16.) 

(No. 13.) • 

My Lorn, Alexandria^ September 4, 1865. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that 1 have this day drawn a bill at thirty days’ 
sight on the Chief Clerk at the Foreign Office, in favour of the Rank of Egypt, for the 
sum of 812/. 10s. sterling, on account of the Abyssinian expedition, Hint being the 
amount charged by the Rank for the sum of 800/. w hich I have supplied to Mr. Palgrave 
for his expenses during his journey. 

The difficulty, if not the impossibility, of procuring funds in the uppcT part of 
Egypt, or in Abyssinia, forces Mr. Palgrave to carry with him from Cairo a sum 
sufficient to meet his requirements throughout his journey to Abyssinia and back, wliich 
must bo estimated to last from six to eight months. I have, therefore, in accordance 
with your Lordship's instructions, furnished him with the sum which appears, from his 
estimate, necessary for the due performance of his duties. I have, at the same time, 
informed Mr. Palgrave that he must lie prepared to produce vouchers for his expenditure 
as far as possible before the final settlement of his accounts with the Foreign Office; 
and I have reason to believe tliat no unnecessary expenses will be incurred by that 
gentleman on this duty. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EiyWD. STANTON. 

[Rill presented and accepted, September 10, 1805.] 


No. 219. 

Colonel Stanton to Earl Russell.—(Received September 16.) 

S To. 17. Confidential.) 

y Lord, * Alexandria , September 6, 1865. 

I HAVE just seen Mr. Rassam, and learnt from him the actual state of affaire in 
Abyssinia, w hich appears to me most unsatisfactory. There is positively no assurance 
that Captain Cameron is free; his fetters were struck off in the presence of Mr. Rassara’s 
messengers, but the latter were then hurried off and not allowed to communicate w ith 
Captain Cameron before starting, and in the absence of any letter from him, or assurance 

I I 


• No. 240. 
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of his safety, we have no guarantee that an their departure he was not imprisoned 
again. 

The letter of King Theodore to Mr Rassam appears also unsatisfactory and 
equivocal; no mention whatever is made in it of the letter from Her Majesty, and 
although he expresses himself ready to receive Mr. Rassam, the letter being without 
seal or signature, its promises may easily be evaded and the letter itselr ignored. 
Mr. Rassam’s answer to it by making difficulties, is also not, in my opinion, calculated 
to improve the situation. 

Mr. Rassam, as I have had the honour of reporting to to your Lordship by 
telegraph, awaits further instructions here; he wishes to return to Massowah at once 
to be able to inform the King of his having started on his journey to Metemma, and 
dreads the consequences of delay. He appears to think that the prisoners would now 
be released were he to proceed to the King’s head-quarters. I confess, my Lord, I 
myself feel no such conviction, and think that better results may be obtained through 
Mj. Palgravc’s means, than by Mr. Rassnm now proceeding after the Blighting manner 
in which he, os bearer of a letter from Her Majesty has been treated. I think, 
moreover, that Mr. Palgrave is personally more likely to succeed in such a mission than 
Mr. Rassam, and, although it may seem invidious to the latter to allow another agent 
to proceed in his stead, 1 believe the public service would be benefited by the change. 

Mr. Rassam is evidently much impressed by the warning he received from Captain 
Cameron against placing himself in the power of King Theodore, and although he 
expresses himself as ready and willing to proceed, I doubt his firmness were such a 
quality called for which in all probability it would be. 

I beg, therefore, to submit, with all deference, to your Lordship that Mr. Rassam 
should be ordered to return to Aden without touching at Massowah in order that he 
may not interfere w ith Mr. Palgrave’s mission in any manner and that, should Her 
Majesty’s Government still desire the letter from Her Majesty to l)c presented to King 
Theodore, the letter should be entrusted to Mr. Palgrave for delivery. 

Since writing the above, I have received intelligence from Cairo, as I have also 
had the honour to inform your Lordship by telegraph, that the steamer and letters ami 
other arrangements of the Egyptian Government for Mr. Palgrave’s journey are 
ready and that the Viceroy himself w ill defray all expenses as far as Metemma; this 
appears to me a Author reason for Mr. Palgrave’s journey not being abandoned, 
and if, on his arrival in Abyssinia, he finds matters more promising thnn they at present 
appear, he can exert himself with all the better prospects of success in favour of the 
other captives. 

There appears also, my Lord, to me, another urgent reason for no further 
delay in this matter, and tliat is the projected journey of I)r. Reke to Abyssinia; 
as I fear that any person, not officially recognized by Her Majesty’s Government, 
arriving in that country w ith the view of effecting the lilieration of the captives, could 
not, under existing circumstances, fail to endanger the chances of ultimate success. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Minutes. 

Instructions previously sent by telegraph not changed by this despatch. 

E. HAMMOND. 


lie has already been instructed by telegraph on the course to be pursued. 


J. M, 


[See No. 263.] 
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No. 250. 

Mr. Rassam to Earl Russell.—(Received September 16.) 

My Lord* Sues, September 5, 1865. 

HAVING deemed it necessary to come to Egypt direct from Masaowah for the 
purpose of consulting with llcr Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt upon 
matters connected with my Mission, I have the honour to forward to your Lordship 
copies of letters that I have addressed to the Resident at Aden regarding the release 
of Consul Cameron, and the reply of King Thoodorus to my letters. 

• I have, &c. 

(8igned) H. RAS8AM. 


Minute. 

The short paragraph marked in the King’s letter to Rassam explains the whole 
story ; it confirms what we all along said, namely, that Cameron’s interference in the 
internal affairs of Abyssinia, and in the disputes between King Theodore and the 
Egyptians, was the real cause of the King of Abyssinia’s displeasure, and of the 
treatment Cameron lias met with. MURRAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 250. 


Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewelher. 


Sir, 


Massowah, August 15, 1865. 

T HAVE the honour to report, for the information of Government, that on the 
12th instant I received an answer from King Thoodorus, wherein he asks me to go up 
to him by way of Mntemma. 

2. It appears, from the statement of the messengers, that on the receipt of my third 
letter His Majesty ordered the release of Captain Cameron, and wrote me a reply. The 
letter is neither courtious nor lieeoming, and contrary to all etiquette. The King 
omitted to seal it and affix his name thereto on the plea of the breach existing between 
him and us. His letter is written both in Amharic and Arabic, a translation of which 
I send herewith. (Inclosure 2.) 

3. It will 1)0 perceived from its contents that King Theodorus complains bitterly 
of the conduct of Ahoonn Salamn. the Rev. Mr. Stern, and Captain Cameron, all of- 
whom he asserts had rewarded his kindness with ingratitude. 

4. 'I’lie King wrote at the same time a most friendly letter to the Naib of 


| lit” lYIHl; u IlMC ill lliu wuiir Him «• mwni * ■ -- 

Arkeeko, Mohammed Bin Abd-ar-Raheem, which is properly sealed and signed; and 
os 1 am alluded to therein, and its purport may interest Government, I send herewith 
a translation of it. (Inclosure 3.) 

5. The Naib of Arkeeko has also mvived two more letters; one from Samuel, the 
King’s steward, ami the other from Ahoonn Mnttn, the chief Arabic Sor l>e of the 
King ; wherein they express their hope that I should go up at once, and they enter¬ 
tained no doubt as to the success of n\v mission. A translation of the letters are also 
appended herewith, (Inclosures i and 5.) 

6. I further inclose a translation of another letter addressed by Samuel to Abdallah 
Effendi (the Arabic writer of the British Consulate at. Massowan), In closure (1, as it 
contains an allegation inconsistent, with the King’s plea for the omission of hxing his 
name and seal to the letter. The former sets forth the disturbances of the roods as the 
excuse, and the latter the absence of proper friendship between him and us. 1 place as 
little faith in the honesty of one jw I do in tin* other, liecauso I am impressed with the 
oonviction that King Thoodorus entertains an odd notion that hv not sealing his letter 
ar writing his name in it his future actions art* kept unrestrained. 

7. This letter has placed me in a very difficult position, not only because I am 
asked to go up through Knsala and Matemma in the most unhealthy time of the year, 
hut its tone seems to warrant in some measure the warning given to me by Captain 
Cameron in his notes of the 6th and 9th April about the base design of King Theodorus. 
On the other hand, 1 anticipate deplorable results, in ease I now retrace my steps by 
declining to go up, especially when the King has gianted me permission for doing so, 
in his own peculiar way, and has very properly released Captain Cameron before my 
proceed )g thitherward. 


i 


8. Unfortunately all my messengers were hurried off down to Massowali as soon 
as the King gave them the reply to me, and liad no time to bring me ft letter from 
Captain Cameron, which might have proved of some guidance to me. I have been in 
hopes that he would write and inform me of his liberation by a private messenger, and 
tell me what he thought of the King’s object concerning his release.* A note from him 
under the present circumstances will no doubt be of material assistance to me, and I 
yet hope that before I determine upon a decisive action I shall hear from him upon 
the subject. 

9. If I go up to Abyssinia by way of Kasala and Matemma, I shall not he able to 

r roceed on my journey before the middle of October, and I trust that before that time 
shall be furnished with inmortant communications from Emrlundaud Ahvssinia which 


I shall be furnished w ith important communications from England and Abyssinia w hich 
may act as bases to my future proceedings. 

10. The last messenger, Ibraheem, with his companion, Mohammed Sailuiwec, 
were not detained by the King more than a day. Their delay was occasioned on going 
up by the unsurmountahlc difficulties they had to contend with while passing through 
the revolted districts. Their statement, attached herewith (Inclosure 7), will explain 
the cause of their long absence, and how they were received by the King. 

11. I also send the statement of one of the messengers whom I sent with my first 
letter to King Thoodorus on my arrival here. (Tnclosure 8.) 

12. They arrived at Magdala on Tuesday, the 4th ultimo, and were dismissed, with 
the rest of my former messengers the next day, with what they were told was the 
answer to my letters. 

13. All my messengers gave me a favourable account of their good treatment by 
the King, both as regards their maintenance and protection. They said, from hu 
general conduct towards them, they never doubted that he was well-disposed towards 
the British. They all think that if I up my mission will terminate with success; 
and in proof of the sincerity of their belief, they are wishing to accompany me up to the 
King. 

14. They further informed me that, when the King sent them back to me, he 
api>ointcd one of lus followers to escort them through his territory where his power is 
still acknowledged, and ordered that they should be entertained at the public expense 
wherever they went, which command was attended to strictly for live stages down from 
Magdala. 


15. I have also been told by the messengers that King Theodorus intends to cotno 
to Adowa in two or three months, and that His Majesty was heard to say that ho 
wished to meet me there; but in consequence of the importunity of the messengers, he 
directed tliat I should go to him by way of Kissala and Matemma, on account of the 
insecurity of the roads vid Tigrd. 

16. I regret to say that I cannot go by that route for the next two months, on 
account of the malignant fever w hich is said to infest the country between Kasala and 
Matemma during September and October. Even the natives of the country are afraid 
to travel about in that part of the Soudan during the unhealthy season. 

17. Moreover, if I go up through the Egyptian territory, I require* an order from 
the! iccroy of Egypt to enable me to travel with my companions through his dominions 
without hindrance and w ith dignity. I also wish to obtain some suitable presents for 
the King, as l learn that Her Majesty's Agent ami Consul-General in Egypt bad sent 
King Theodorus, by a Coptic messenger, valuable presents, and it would be quite 
ruinous to my mission w ere I to approach His Majesty with scarcely anythi ig worth 
presenting to him while the Copt might make his appearance ultimately with the 
handsome presents he was intrusted with from Egypt. To meet this difficulty, I 
purpose, if found feasible, to go up to Sue/, on the return of Her Majesty's steamer 
“ Victoria ” from Aden, when I shall be able to obtain in Egypt what I require, ami to 
communicate with Earl Russell by telegraph about the future policy Her Majesty’s 
Government wish me to pursue after what Captain Cameron has written. 

18. In paragraph 10 of my letter of the 22nd January last., I reported to Govern¬ 
ment that Muneelik, the grandson of Ras 8ahiloo Selassee (the late King of 8boa), liad 
made his escape* from the King’s camp and liad gone to his native country. I now 
learn from the messengers that then* was no truth in tliat rumour, but that a few days 
before they left Magdala that Prince had decamped and took refuge with Wekait, the 
Queen of the Wallo Gulins; in consequence of which, King Theodores condemned all 
the Galla prisoners to a liarlKirous and most fearful torture, by ordering them to be 
deprived of their legs and arms and thrown down a precipice from the Magdala fortress, 


* See foot note, neit page. 
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where those who escaped otter destruction were doomed to linger in fearfbl agony for 
some days, till death rid them of their miserable lira. Their Prince, the won of the 
Queen of the Wallo Oallas, who was also a prisoner with the King, met, at the same 
time with a similar fate. 

19. I am told that, cm the King hearing of the escape of the 8hoa Prince, he 
ordered all the* prisoners at Magdnla (including the Europeans) to he handcuffed; that 
Captain Cameron had his arms, in addition to his legs, shackled before he was 
released. 

20. My messengers gave me a sad account of of the state of the disturbed districts 
through whicn they had to pass. Beside the anarchy and bloodshed a regular famine 
has devastated the land. Wakshum Goliasie has no power to govern properly, and it is 
alleged tliat already some dissensions have sprung up amongst his followers. He is 
now ruling in Adowa, the capital of Tigr£, which place he took possession of about the 
beginning of last month. 

21. Dakhlee Goorgoes, who was formerly acting as Governor-General In Tigrd, on 
the part of King Theodoras, put to death in a most cruel manner all the political 
prisoners who were in his custody. He never attempted to check the advance of the 
rebels, and when they approached Adowa he retired with all the Royalists towards the 
Itiver Takkassie, and left Wakshum Gobasie to occupy the capital of Tigr£ unopposed. 
Report says that he acted thus under orders from the King, who wished to avoid the 
shedding of blood. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) U. RASSAM. 


Inclosure 2 In No. 250. 

King Theodore to Mr. Rassam. 

(Translation.) 

IN the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, one God, to 
whom be praise for ever. Amen. 

The reason I do not write to you my name, liecause Aboona Salama, the so-called 
Kokah [Stern], the Jew, and the one you calk'd Consul, named Cameron (who was 
sent by you). I treated them with honour and friendship in my city. When I thus 
befriended them, on account of my anxiety to cultivate tho friendship of the English 
Queen, they reviled me. 

Plowdeii and Yolmnna [John Bell], who were called Englishmen, were killed in 
my country, whose death, by the power of God, I avenged on those who killed them. 
On that account they [Abooua Salama, the Rev. Mr. Stem, and Captain Cameron] 
abused me aud denounced me as a murderer. 

Cameron, who is called Consul, represented to me that ho was a servant of the 
Queen. 1 invested him with a robe of honour of my country and supplied him with 
provisions for the journey. 1 asked him to make me a friend of the Queen. 

When lie was sent on this mission he went aud stayed some time with the Turks, 
and returned to me.* 

I spoke to him almut the letter I sent through him to tho Queen. He said that 
up to that time he had not received any intelligence concerning it.t “ What have I 
done," said I, “ that they should hate me and treat me with animosity.” By the power 
of the Lord, my Creator, I kept silent. 

Be it known to Uormuwl Rassam that there exists just now a rebellion in Tigrt. 
By the power of God, come round by way of Matemma. When you reach Matemma 
send me a messenger, and by the power of God I will send people to receive you. 

Written on Wednesday, 29th of Surrnoe (5th July, 1865). 


• Herrin lie* the (tut of the whole Hory.—J. Murray. 

f See Captain C»mtn>o'» nmate letter* of January 28 (lockout* 8 in No. 266 ) and July 1*, 1865 
(incloture 0 in No. 266 ) to Mr. Uertalel, copies of which were e«ol to Earl Kustell.—E. Hsktslkt. October 10, 
1865. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 250. 


King Theodore to the Naib of Arketko. 

(Translation.) 

IN the name of the Father, and of the 8on, and of the Holy Ghost, one God, to 
whom be praise. 

From the King of Kings, Theodoras, Emperor of all Abyssinia. 

To our beloved son, the Nayab Mohammed, son of the Nayab Abd-ar-Raheem. 
How are you, and how is your condition ? With regard to ourselves, thanks lie to 
God, we are well, prosperous, and in good health. 

By the pow er of God and Ills favour, all your wishes and tho desire of your heart 
shall be satisfied when wc come to Tigrt. You can then speak to us of your require¬ 
ments face to face, Ac. 

If your friend Rassam Sahib depart [hitherward'} you should send letters by him. 9 
Wednesday, 10th Raboe Alawal (Safar), a.H.1282 (5th July, a.d. 1865). 

(L. 8.) 

P-8.— Furthermore , a letter reached us inside yours from Rassam , the [Agent of the] 
English Government, which we understood. God willing, when he comes all his requests will 
be granted to him 9 


In closure 4 in No. 250. 

Samuel bin Ali to the Naib of Arkeeko, Mohammed bin Abdar Raheem. 

(Translation.) 

(After Compliments.) 

WK have received tho letter you sent to us, and understood it all. 

We have not neglected your business, nor what is due to you. The King said, 
“ After we go to TignS everything will lie grunted to him, because no attention will be 
paid to com*s|M>ndeuce. There is a greater advantage in tho meeting.” 

We have to inform you, furthermore, that our cousin, our brother Ibraheem, is 
returning to you with orders from our Lord tho King, that ho should nceomimny tho 
General [Mr. Rassam] to Matemma by way of Bogos. When lu» reaches yon, you 
should exert yourself in getting him [Mr. Rassam) to etone to the King, and everything 
will lie all right. Allah ! Allah! (for God’s sake) let them come quickly to us, and 
settle [the business]. 

M e recommend to you our son, Mohammed Bin llamed Slioon. Treat him with 
favour, and listen to his counsel, and act according to his advice. May you remain 
prosperous. Amen. 

10th Jamad Awal [Safar], 1282. (July 5, 1865). 


Inclosure 5 in No. 250. 

Aboona Malta, Arabic Scribe of the King of Abyssinia , to the Naib of Arkeeko , 

Mohammed bin Abdar Raheem. 

(Translation.) 

(After Compliments.) 

BE it known to you that in the most propitious of moments wo received your letter 
and understood its contents. 

With regard to what you have mentioned it has been ]sistponed until our Lord 
the King goes to Tigr£, which will take place soon (as you are aware), when all your 
wishes w ill lie fulfilled. Do not ltave any concern about what touches you, because he 
[the King] likes you very much. 

^ith regard t° the General [Mr. Rassam], ho has got what he desired, for he 
[ King Theodoras] has directed him to come hither by way of Matemma, Ac. 

10th Jamad Alakliir [Safar], 1282. (July 5, 1865). 


_ * Tb# parte of the loiter in italic are written by different hands. 

f?3] 3 L 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 250. 

Samuel bin Ali, the King's Steward , to Abdallah Effendi, the Writer of the British Consulate 

at Massowah. 

(Translation.) 

(After Compliment*.) 

RE it known to you, oh dear brother, that an answer [from the King of Abyssinia] 
ip on its way down to the General [Mr. Rassam], couched in friendly terms, as you will 
understand it. 

The reason that it is neither signed nor sealed is on account of the misfortune 
which has been brought about by wicked men [rebels on the road]. When be 
[Mr. Rassam] reads it, explain to him the cause of the want of the signature and «®»l. 
which have not been omitted in vain, as God bears witness. You should do the peedftil 
with those you aw* acquainted. Than is no harm in it [King’s letter]. It means 
nothing hut friendship and honour to the 8ublime [British] Government. 

It is necessary that his Mr. Rasaam’s appearance should Ik? made in haste, in order 
that the General might meet with his hoped-for desire, &c. 

Hated iOth Jarnad Aakhir [Safer], 1282. (July 5,1SQ5). 


Inclosurc T in No. 250. 

Statement of Ibrahim Walad Shoom and Mohammed Sihawey, who carried the third Letter 
to Ki»g Theodore , on the 3 Oth of March , 1855. 

ON leaving you we went up to the King of Abyssinia through Tigr£, Tcmboan, 
and Lnsta, and it. took us nearly a month to reach the latter place ou account of the 
disturbances on the rood. Frequently wc could only travel at night, aud sometimes 
mra luid U> oonceoA ourselves for a day or two through tear of the rebels. At Sokota we 
had hi remain a mouth, us the roud was very unsafe just then between it and Debra 
Tabor. 

We wished to deliver the letter tlirough Samuel, the King's Steward, and when we 
arrived at Sokota, and learned that ha was just then at Debra Tabor, we sent to inform 
him of our duty, aud craved bis assistance. 

He sent us an answer to the effect that we were welcome, and so we repaired 
straight to him at Debra 'ralxir, which wo reaohed in twelve clays. We found him 
busilv engaged in packing up all the King’s arms, guns, and ammunition, to take to 
Magdnla; and after wo hud stayed there ten (lavs, Samuel went on before us to 
Magdala, and left us to come with the things which he had got ready for the King. 

We reached Magdnla in nine days, on the morning of Tuesday the 4th of July. 
8amuel had promised on leaviug Debra Tabor that he would speak to the King 
about the letter which was in our possession, and no sooner had we arrived at Samuel’s 
house* at Magdala than a messenger came to tell us that the King wanted to see us 
immediately, and so we repaired to him at once. 

Before* we delivered the letter to llis Majesty, he asked us who had sent us up. 
We answered that you had done so. Then his said, “ llow did you manage to pass 
through the rebellious country P” Wc replied that, through his favour, and the favour of 
the Brit ish Government, we were enabled to do so. He asked us then if we hod a letter 
from you, and in what language it was wTittcn ? We said one was written in Arabic, 
sad the other in English. 

After he took the letter he asked us if we had any message to deliver? We 
asktnl llis Mqjesty to read the letter, aud we would tell him afterwards what wc had to 
say. He said, “ Never mind, I will read the letters afterwards; lot me know what you 
have? to say.” Wo answered, “ The English Agent told us to give you his best salams, 
and to say that he was afraid that his former letters had not been properly understood, and 
that he feared that there wen? some people who did not wish friendship between England 
and Abyssinia, and who misrepresented the objects of his mission; tlrnt the best proof 
of the friendship of the English towards your Majesty is the letter w hich he bears 
from the Queen to you, and which he is very anxious to deliver into your hands.” 11c 
said, “ If he wanted to come, why did he not come with you r” We answered, “ Uow 
could he come without your Majesty’s per miss ion H” 'I kon he laughed, and said “ All 
right, 1 will send him that permission. Then he told us to go back to our quarters, 
and after he had rt?ad the letter he would send for us. 

On our return to our quarters he sent us abundance of his own food. After we 


had eaten he sent for ns, and on arriving in his presence he called for all your three 
letters, and ordered his scribe, Aboona Matta, to read them over again. Ho said that 
y our second letter was better than the first, and the third better than the second, and 
that the last pleased him very much, and that he was much obliged to the writer. He 
said that formerly England and Abyssinia were always very friendly, hut the Coosa 
did not act property between the two countries, but he hoped that on seeing yon every¬ 
thing would be placed on a proper footing. 

He told ns then to return to our quarters, and ordered Samuel to provide us with 
all necessaries. We replied, “ By your favour, O King, there is no lack of food, but 
the greatest favour vou could confer upon us would be to send us baek to Massowah 
with an answer.” He said to us that we had met with great difficulties on the road, 
and that as he intended to come down to Tigr* himself after two months, we ought to 
wait, and that he would release the Consul. We said to him that we had promised you 
to be back iu forty days, and then it was more than three months since we had left, and 
we did not like to prolong our absence much longer. He said then smilingly to us, 
“ If the English Agent is really desirous to come up, how is he to pass tlirough the 
rebellious country?” Samuel, who was then present, answered that there was a safe 
road vil Matemma. The King immediately approved of that route, and told us to go 
hack to our quarters, and come the next day for an answer. 

Early the next day, the 6th of July, the King sent for us, and for Samuel, and for 
his Arabic and Amhanc scribes. The Arabic letter was written by Aboona Malta, and 
the Amharic by one of the Amharic scribes, ne told us that he would have sent 
people to escort you up, but they would be of no use until you arrived at Matemma, 
consequently he would send you the proper escort at your arrival there. Ho told us 
to ask you to write to him when you leave Massowah, in order that he might write to 
his Deputy at Matemma to receive you. 

He then sent for all your former messengers, and told them to return with us to 
Massowah. He gave each of them 5 dollars, hut to us he gave nothing, hut promised 
to reward us on our return with von. He told us that he had neither signed nor sealed 
the letter which he sent you, because he was very angrv with the Consul, and he 
promised to release him after our departure. We‘told him, “O King, we pray that 
you will ftilfll your g<H>d intention before our departure that our hearts may be 
rejoiced, and that we could inform Mr. Rassam that we had seen the Consul released.” 
He said, “Let it be; for the sake of Mr. Rassam and your trouble, vou shall see the 
Consul liberated.” 

Then he ordered Samuel and Has Jugidda, the General-in-chief, to accompany us 
to the Consul, and have him released before us, and then wo could inform you that we 
had seen him liberated. 

After the Consul was released before us, we wished to obtain a letter from him for 
you, but Samuel told us that it was impossible without an order from the King; and 
os wc were directed by His Majesty to depart immediately the Consul was released, we 
were afraid to go baek to ask this favour of him. 

We then commenced our journey, and arrived at Massowah on the 12th of this 
month, having been delayed by the insecurity of the roods. 

Before me, this 14th day of August, 1805. 

(Signed) U. Rassam, 

First Assistant Political Resident at Aden, on 
Special Mission to Abyssinia. 

Inclosure 8 in No. 250. 

Statement of Mohammed Saeed, who went up with the first Letter to King Theodore 

on the 24 th of July, 1864. 

I AND my companion, Mohammed Ahawaso, went up to the King of Abyssinia 
in sixteen days, and delivered your letter into his hands immediately on our arrival at 
Gondnr. Before he read the letter he asked us what kind of person the Basha (an 
Abyssinian title) was, who gave us the letter, and whether he had any troops with him ? 
We said that he had none. Afterwards he sent for his Arabic scribe to read the letter, 
and he sent ©ne of bis men to provide us with food and quarters. The next morning 
he sent "for us and asked us whether the person who gave us the letter wished to come 
up We said to him, “yes, he is very anxious to come up, and he told us that we 
must go down with an answer in forty days.” The King then toM us to go arid wait. 
Afterwards we only got messages through Samuel not to fear, hut to wait; llis Majesty 











would send us back with an answer. About two months after that the King went on 
to Debra Tabor, and all the Europeans went to pray him to release the Consul and his 
companions ; he told them to come the next morning, but at night he sent to them not 
to apiiear before him as he did not intend to do as they wished. Soon alter that we 
asked Samuel to take us before the King again, as we were anxious to return to 
Massowah, our business being only to bring the letter and take bock its answer. We 
were taken the next morning to the King’s tent, but before we were admitted into the 
presence of His Majesty, Samuel came out to say that the King had sent to tell us to 
wait a little longer; he intended to go to Shoa, and on arriving there he would dismiss 
us with an answer. 

While at Magdala, the messengers sent by the Nayab of Arkeeko arrived, with 
another letter from you. The letter was received and read, and the messengers were 
sent to join us in our quarters. The King treated us always as he did his followers, 
and always provided us with the necessary provisions, except w hen he was on a war 
expedition, when every one in his camp was scantily supplied. Weldee Selaxsee 
Gohozay, a Oondar merchant, who had arrived from Massowah about the beginning of 
«Tuly, went and spoke to the King about us (the messengers) w ho had been so long 
detained. He told him tliat he bail seen you, and that you had complained of haring 
been kept so long for an answer. He said to him, that it w as not at all proper for him 
to keep silence so long; he ought either to dismiss the messengers with an answer or 
without. My companion, Moluimraed Abawaso, was present when this conversation 
took place, and H was said that the King luwl promised to send us l»ck at once. 

On Tuesday, the 4th of July, Ibraheem and Mohammed Silawee reached the 
King’s camp with your third letter. The next day we were all called before the King, 
who was then in the fortress of Magdala, and we were told to make preparations for 
leaving for Massowah. We saw at the time the Kiug’s Arabic aud Amharic scribes : 
the former, Aboona Matta, the latter, Alaka Tekla, w riting letters to you. The King 
asked us bv what way we wished to return to Massowah. We said the Losta route 
would lx* the safest. The letters were delivered to Samuel, and then we were told to 
come down and get ready; the letters were afterwards delivered to Ibraheem and 
Mohammed Silawee to give to you. About noon of the same day, we all left Magdala 
on our way down to Massowah ; after we left the King we heard that Consul Cameron 
luul been released, and that Ibraheem and Mohammed Silawee were present when the 
fetters were knocked off his legs. My cotnixinion and myself used to see the Consul 
very often, and oneo he sent as some money to buy clothes w ith. We had no time to 
s<m* him after he was released, as we were hurried off on our journey to Massowah. 
The King’s power has been on the decline ever since we reached his camp, and 
now he has not got half the force lie had then, on account of d<*sortion and deaths in 
his different engagements with tin* reliels. There was a rumour when we left Magdala 
that the King intended to come down against the chief rebel, Wakihiim Gobaxay, and 
on arriving at the river Tacazze, we found the King’s officers busily engaged in collect¬ 
ing sheep and cattle for their master's intended expedition. 

My companion, Mohammed Abawaso, left us at Fanara, near Tembian, to go and 

S .y his family a visit at Godufelasscc in Serawe, and he said he would join us in 
ossownh on our arrival. 

Before me, this 14th day of August, 1865. 

(Signed) H. Hawaii, 

First Assistant Political Resident at Aden , on 
Special Mission to Abyssinia. 


Inclosuro 9 in Xo. 250. 


Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel SI crew ether. 


Sir, Massowah, August 24, 1865. 

MY letter of the 15th instant will explain to Her Majesty’s Government the turn 
the Abyssinian difficulty has assumed consequent upon the release of Captain Cameron, 
and the reply I received from King Theodoras. 

2. The intelligence brought yesterday by the “ Victoria ” of the appointment by 
Her Majesty's Government of Mr. Gifford Palgrave, for obtaining the release of our 
Consul and the missionaries imprisoned by the King of Abyssinia, has more than ever 
necessitated my immediate departure for Egypt, in order that I might ascertain how 
for that gentleman has progressed with his Mission, and, if possible, to prevent our 


respective duties coming to a clash; which event would most assuredly bring about 
ill consequences, which we are anxious to avoid. 

3. The nen*amvnl of any intelligence from Captain Cameron subsequent to his 
release, has placed me in an awkward predicament, both as regards my answer to King 
Tbeodorus, and the future oourse I shall have to pursue. 

A Aj the King might expect that I should leave Massowah for up-country soon 
after the receipt of his letter, I fear he would suspect tliat I had some covert reason 
for postponing my departure; consequently I consider it necessary for the safety of 
Captain Cameron and his yet imprisoned companions that I should write to His Majesty 
at once, and explain the cause of the delay. 

6. In this letter, a copy of which I annex herewith for the information of Govern¬ 
ment, I have been careful to avoid using any expression which might give umbrage to 
the King, or bind Government to any ulterior policy. 

6. In the meantime 1 hope to hear from England on my arrival in Egypt, as to 
the intention of Her Majesty's Government regarding the obstacles set forth by Captain 
Cameron against my going up. That astounding revelation of his has placed no little 
impediment to the steps 1 intend to take. 

f, My greatest endeavours have ever lieen to avoid increasing the trouble and 
anxiety of Government ; and with this object in view, I am mow left to oh<x>se one of 
two alternatives—either to disregard in toto Captain Cameron’s Warning, and act as I 
had formerly intended, or bring matters to a crisis by breaking my engagement with 
the King. 

8. I must confers I anticipate evil results in case I pursue the latter course, being 
awtre how cruel and vindictive a man King Theodoras is; but with all the risx 
attendant upon the former action, I deem it the most prudent to follow. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) * U. RA88AM. 

Inclosure 10 in No. 250. 

Mf, Rassam to King Theodore. 

Most Gracious Sovereign, Massowah , August 24, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your idler dated the 20lh of 
the month of Sirnneo, and beg to inform your Majesty that, in consequence of the 
prevailing sickness at Kasaln and the nciglifx>urhood, t dare not for the present come 


prevailing sickness at Kasaln and the neiglifiourhood, I dare not for the present come 
up to you ri4 Mntemmft as you have directed. 

Moreover, I am informed by the people of the country that, after the rains, the 
road between Kasala and Matemma is most unhealthy, on account of the malignant 
fever which infests the land for the next two months, liven the natives of the country 
avoid the journey through those districts at this season. 

I lmve furthermore to obtain and order from the Viceroy of Egypt for passing with 
my party through his dominions with the necessary protection, because, when I was 
sent here by my Government, I was unprepared with the needful papers, they not 
haring anticipated that I should be obliged to come to you through the Egyptian route. 
I shaft, however, take the earliest opportunity to Acquaint your Majesty of the day I 
intend to depart for Kasala and Matemma. 

1 remain, Ac. 

(Signed) It. RASSAM. 


(Signed) 


RASSAif. 


Jfo. 251. 


Mf. Hammond to Colonel Stanton. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 18, 1865. 

WITH reference to Earl Russell’s telegram of the 12th instant, authorizing you 
to expend the sum of 200/. in presents to be taken by Mr. Rassnin to Abyssinia, I am 
directed by his Lordship to instruct you to reimburse yourself by drawing a hill on 
Earl Russell, Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, for that amount at 
thirty days after sight; you will of course not include the payments on the amount of 
the bill in your aooouut with the Lords of the Treasury. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 
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No. 262. 

Captain Milne to Earl Russell.—(Received September 19) 

My Lord, London , September 18, 1865. 

THE history of the Abyssinian affair, by Dr. Beke, throws a new light upon our 
Eastern policy, which covers the foreign Office with disgrace. 

If my companions in amis took Egypt from France in 1801, the Government 
madly gave it to Turkey. About forty years afterwards a British fleet and army took 
it from Turkey, and the (jovemment gave it bock to France. 

Did the Most High give Britain power and dominion, merely to nunc the 
abominations of Mahometanism and Popery ? 

The command of Egypt and the Bed Sea arc indispensable to the preservation of 
our Indian empire; yet the Government seem anxious to hand the command of both 
over to the Turks and the French, the enemies of Protestantism and of British 
dominion. 

Doctor Beke’s account of the Abyssinian affair proves that the Emperor of Abyssinia 
received great provocation from the Foreign Office, and that Britain iniquitously and 
disgracefully aliandons a Christian nation to the ambition, avarice, and tyranny of the 
enemies of Christianity. * 

“ Shall I not visit for these things, saith the Lord, and shall not my soul be 
avenged on such a nation as this.” 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. MILNE. 


No. 263. 

Karl Russell to Colonel 8tanton . 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 19, 1865. . 

YOU 11 despatch No. 17 received. I am confirmed in my opinion that Rassam 
who was invited, ought to go to the King by Metemma, and that Palgravc should wait 
in Egypt. Rassam s delay may do some harm, and he ought to go now as soon as 
possible. Rassam can explain to the King that Cameron had no orders to interfere 
lictween him and the Egyptians or in the internal affairs of Abyssinia. 

No. 264. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merexcether to Sir G Wood.—(Communicated by India Office 

September 20.) 

(Secret.) 

Sir, Aden , August 27, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt on the 15th instant of your letter 
No. 7 dated 20th July, with accompaniments from the officer of Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, copies of the latter were forwarded to Mr. Rassam, on the 
20th instant by the “ Victoria ” whose return is hourly expected, bringing any fresh 
news w hich may have been received from Abyssinia. 

2. Directly I am made acquainted with the route of Mr. Palgrave lias decided on 
taking, every arrangement w hich can shall be made to facilitate his progress, and to 
keep up communication with him ; should he select the line by the Nile and Egyptian 
frontier, Mr. Rassam will be instructed tliat before leaving Massowah, he should 
arrange for the receipt and careful keeping of any letters from, and the transmission of 
others to, Mr. Palstave, while the “ Victoria” will be sent occasionally to Massowah to 
take and bring letters. 

3. Two mails have arrived since the receipt of your letter, hut I am still without 
any communication from Colonel Stanton; the next, expected on the 2nd proximo, 
will brobably briug announcement of Mr. Palgrave’s route having been forced. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 
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No. 265. 

Earl Russell to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 17. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 21, 1865. 

YOU will have learned by my telegraphic despatch of the 12th instant that Her 
Majesty’s Government are of opinion that it must be left to Mr. Rassam's discretion as 
to the route to be taken in order to reach King Theodore, and that they presume that 
he has ascertained that the road which he proposes to take is the best, and will he the 
most acceptable to the King. 

You will doubtless, in conformity with my telegraphic instructions, have already 
explained this to the Egyptian Govejnment 

I liave also informed you that Mr. Rassam may request the Viceroy to give him 
a letter similar to tliat given by llis Highness to Mr. ralgrave, if he thinks it would 
be advisable to do so, and that you are authorised to furnish him with any suitable 
presents which he may consider would be acceptable to King Theodore. 

The names of places mentioned in your telegraphic despatch of September 11, as 
those which Mr. Rassam proposed to take in going to the King, were unintelligible. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUS8ELL. 


No. 256. 

Mr. Murray to the 8ociety for Promoting Christianity among the Jews. 

8ir, Foreign Office , September 21, 1865. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
9th instant,* and to stale to you in reply that every proper exertion will be made 
to obtain the release of British subjects and others who are held in captivity in 
Abyssinia. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 257. 

Earl Russell to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 18. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 22, 1865, 

I HAVE received your despatch No 17 of the 6th instant,t the statements made 
by you confirm my opinion that it is desirable that, as invited by King Theodore to do, 
Mr. Rassam should proceed at once by way of Metemma to join the King, and tliat, in 
the meanwhile, Mr. Palgrave should remain at Alexandria; I fear, that the delay which 
lias already occurred in Mr. Rassam’s journey may be injurious. 

Mr. Rassam may explain to King Theodore that no orders have been given to 
Consul Cameron to interfere in the internal affairs of Abyssinia or in any questions 
which might arise between the King and the Viceroy of Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 258. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Melvill. 


Sir, Foreign Office , September 22, 1865. 

WITH reference to Mr. bayard's letter of the 13th instant, I am directed by 
Earl Russell to transmit to you, confidentially, for the information of Secretary 
Sir Charles Wood.J copies of further instructions which his Lordship lias addressed to 
Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, respecting the course to be now 
pursued in conseauence of the King of Abyssinia’s invitation to Mr. Rassam to come to 
him by way of Metemma. 


• No. 244 


f No. 249. 


{ New. 255 «od 257. 










The substance of these instructions wfcre sent to Colonel Stanton by telegraph on 
the 11th, 12th, and 19th instant. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 269. 

Mr. Palgrave to Earl Russell.—{Received September 27.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , September 14, 1865. 

COLONEL STANTON having communicated to mo the contents of your Lordship’s 
telegram of the 9th instant, in which you direct that the preparations made for the 
journey up the Nile to Abyssinia, in accordance with the instructions of the Foreign 
Offloe, should be handed over to Mr. H. Kaasam, and that I myself should remain in 
Egypt, I have only to reply that your Lordship’s orders shall »>e punctually executed, 
and that the transfer shall be made as soon and as thr as Mr. llassam himself shall 
desire. When this is done I will send further details if requisite. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WM. GIFFORD PALGRAVE. 


No. 200. 

Colonel Stanton to Earl Russell —(Received September 27.) 

(No. 21.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , September 14, 1865. 

I HAVE communicated to Mr. Palgrave and to Mr. Raasam the instructions 
conveyed by your Lordship’s telegrams, and have requested the former gentleman to 
remain for the present at Cairn, and to famish me with any information he may l>e able 
to procure concerning the state of allairs in this country. Mr. llassam will return 
immediately to Massowah to prepare for his journey to Matemma, via Bogos and 
Kassala. 


submit to your Lordship that Mr. Palgrave may be allowed to proceed as far as 
Khartoum for this purpose, but with the clear understanding that he is not to interfere 
in auv manner with Mr. Rassam’s mission to Abyssinia. 

fu addition to the information he might be able to collect in the neighbourliood of 
Khartoum, Mr. Palgrave would then also be in a favourable position for continuing his 
journey as far as Abyssinia, should Mr. Rassam fail to obtain permission to enter that 
country ; and I am bound to state to your lordship that this contingency is looked 
upon by many persons here as far from improbable, as it Is stated that the King considers 
bis dignity sljgnted by the fart of the Queen's letter to him being entrusted for delivery 
to au Asiatic, instead of an Englishman, and that this has been the real cause of the 
delay in replying to the letters seut by Mr. Rassam. T should not have mentioned this 
rumour to your Lordship, had it not been confirmed to me by my French colleague, 
M.Outrcy/who, in a conversation on the subject of Abyssinia, informed me he had lx*en 
told that such was the case by the late French Consul at Jeddah, ami the fact of no seal 
or signature having Wo attached to the letter Mr. Raasam has lately received from 
King Theodore, can hardly bear any other explanation than that of an intentional slight 
to that gentleman. 

I beg also to mention to your Lordship that information 1ms l>een received 
here of a serious mutiny having broken out amongst the Egyptian troops stationed 
at Kassala. the report being confirmed by the intelligence Mr. Rassam has himself 
received from that region ; and, as the route that gentleman proposes to take to reach 
Matemma passes through this town, I fear hfs journey may he seriously interrupted 
by this outbreak, ard that ho may find considerable difficulty in getting through 
this part of the country. Mr. Rassam does not himself consider the matter as so 
serious, as the revolt is believed to he caused entirely by the lung- arrrars of pay due 
to the troops. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


in any manner with Mr. Rassam’s mission to Abyssinia. 
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No. 261. 


, mT Colonel Stanton to Earl Russell.—{Received September 30.) 

(No. 26.) 

My l * r i , T »i* Alexandria . September 22, 1865. 

IBfcQ cave to forward to your Lordship the copy of a letter I have just received 
from Mr. I algrave, which raises several questions on the subject of his position in this 
country to which it is not in my power to give answers ; and I have the honour to 
request your Lordships instructions on these points, in order that I may be enabled to 
give that gentleman the information lie requires. 

I may mention to your Lordship that 1 have requested Mr. Palgrave to remain for 
the prt'sent at Cairo, and to furnish me with any information lie nutv be able to procure 
I* 118 country, but more especially on the subject of the Slave Trade on Die 
iV * , ,complaint against the Egyptian Government raised by M. Pethcriok 

Rut Mr. Palgrave having stated to Her Majesty’s Consul at Cairo that* he considered 
himself m my absence from that city, as empowered to act as my official substitute in 
all mattera connected with the Egyptian Government, l have considered it inv.-ssarv 
to inform him that, though anxious to avail myself of his valuable assistance for the 
purpose of procuring information on various subjects, I was unable to give him any 
r»‘cognized official position, and could not authorise him to assume the attitude to which 
he apjwars to consider himself entith*d. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Inclosure in No. 201. 

A/r. Palgrave to Colonel Stanton. 

Uc " T ( ;"' on ^® ta " ton -. . „ Cairo, Srpltmlnr 21, 1865. 

lllb resolution taken by Government to dispense for the present with my services 
and, instead, to retain me in Egypt, gives rise to some questions requiring, it would 
swm, a more precise explanation than what 1 have as yet received. 

1st. I should like to know in what capacity and on wliat line of business Govern¬ 
ment desire mo to remain or act lien* in Egypt. 

2nd. Whether my position hero is official, and if so, of what rank or denomination, 
or to w hat equivalent ? 

3rd. Whether such position or rank is officially recognized by our own Govern- 
ment and by the Egyptian ? 

1th. Whether, in consequence, any communication or affair with which you may 
have occasion to entrust me, would bear an official character? 

5th. \\ bother in such jmsition Government would desire mv home correspondence 
should such be ncc<*ssary, to lx- addressed to them directly or through yourself? 

.-.an avcra ^ ° f "P tw * monthly or otherwise, Government would be 
inclined to allow me, or would expect me to incur ? 

\%ith rospoi-t to this last point, I would call attention to the following facts:— 
i x-m . * , . x l K ; n " ea already incurred in various prejiarations for the journey up 

the Nile to Abyssinia, in the purchase of articles necessary to that journey, and which 
are still partly in Mr. Rassam’s possession and partly in mine with hotel charges, Ac., 
for myself and my European companion, amount, since the date of our first arrival in 
Egypt, to a little above 40 01. 

2nd. That by far the greater part of the alxivc outlay, was incurred solely in view 
oi the mission then desired by Government, now abandoned, and were no less useful 
and requisite to its proper execution, than useless and unnecessary in another point of 

3rd. That the said outlay may be reckoned at aliout half of wlmt would have been 
necessary, had the proposed mission actually taken place, its conduct and return 
included, owing to the comparatively small outlay required when actually en route. 

ith. That my remaining here on a footing compatible w ith what i must, in the 
absence of more detailed instructions, suppose to be the intentions of Government, must, 
owing to the high prices of living, Ac., now current in Cairo, involve considerable 
expense amounting probably to 100/. a month, scarcely less ; it might be a little more. 
This is also owmg to the uncertainty regarding the length, Ac., of my stay, which does 

L 73 J 3 N 




$30 


not permit me to make arrangements of a more permanent, and consequently of a more 
economical character. 

6th. That in order to avoid the inconvenience of outlay without requital, it might 
be advisable for Government either to make my stay in Egypt as useful as may be, or 
to abridge it altogether. Now to make it useful, a recognised and official character 
with a line and limit of action indicated with sufficient clearness, seems absolutely 
necessary. 

In the presence of official and commissioned characters, I can only l>ear part in 
the service if m vself official and commissioned. This seems to me due to Her Majesty's 
several officials here, due to the dignity of our own Government, due to the Egyptian 
Government, due to myself. Perliaps I am mistaken, but so it seems to he the case. 

Whether by remaining here I can in any real way be useful to yourself and 
Government, and if so, in what way ; whether the measures already taken might not 
under the circumstances somewhat cramp one’s ]>ossil)le utility, whether in Egypt or the 
Soudan, w ith analogous considerations, others can better judge than I, and you better 
perluipw than any. 

This view of tlie matbT I accordingly leave to the consideration of Government 
and of yourself; only putting those questions which appear to me to require more 
special eclairciseement in the hypothesis of Government desiring any length of stay here 
on my part. 

Meanwhile, with all readiness and desire to serve in any way that I can, and with 
much personal esteem and respect, I remain, &c. 

(Sigued) W. GIFFORD PALGRAVE. 


No. 202. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Layard.—(Received September 30.) 

Sir, Aden, September 12, 1865. 

THE important intelligence received last month by Mr. Rassam at Massowah will 
have been communicated by tliat gentleman on his arrival in Egypt.. I have the 
honour now to forward, for the information of Earl Russell, the following additional 
information received this day. 

2. When I dispatched the “Victoria” to Massowah on the 20th ultimo, I 
instructed Mr. Rassam to send her back as soon as possible that 1 might use her for 
the purpose of obtaining grain from Makulla. There being no signs of her up to the 
6th instant, ami no letter by native Iwat, I thought something must have happened to 
hex. A few days before, Captain du Hazier, commanding Ilis Imperial Majesty’s 
gun-boat “ Surcouf,” lmd told me lie proposed paying Massowah a visit. I, therefore, 
wrote and asked him if he would be good enough to proceed at once to see if anything 
could bo learned als>ut the “ Victoria.” 

In that, spirit of cordiality and friendly feeling which I have always found in the 
officers of His Imperial Majesty’s navy serving on this station, he at once consented, 
and loft that very evening with letters from me to Mr. Rassam. 

3. This morning he returned bringing written information from M. Delmonte, a 
Roman Catholic missionary residing at Massowah, to the following effect: “that 
Mr. Cameron, the English Consul, is not released. Five days after the ‘Victoria ’ left 
for Suez, a servant of Captain Cameron’s arrived with an autograph letter from that 
gentleman. The sonant had left Mngdala, where the prisoners all were, ten days 
after the messengers carrying the King’s letter. This nuin is positive in assorting that 
not only is Captain Cameron not released, but be still has fetters on his legs, which 
compel him to remain in a sitting posture ; his hair, from being black, has turned grey 
in a year. King Tlieodorus has laid this trap (alluding to tlie invitation vi4 Matemma), 
in consequence of some letters which Mr. Rassam luis written, and the relations he has 
established with those in rebellion against him, the King. This is the servant’s opinion, 
and that generally of the inhabitants of Massowah.” 

4. It was most unfortunate the autograph letter of Captain Cameron could not 
have born brought hero by Captain du Hazier, ns it would have thrown light upon the 
proceedings; hut Mr. Rassam had directed that any letters from the interior coming 
during his absence, should 1 k> kept until his return, not thinking any other steamer 
would visit the port meanwhile. The people to whom he had givon these instructions 
did not like to hand the letter over to Captain du Hazier, and this important document 


is unfortunately wanting now, just when it is of the utmost value. Before it could be 
obtained by means of another trip of the “ Surcouf,” and sent from there to 
everything will have been settled there, and Mr. Rassam either on his way to 
Matemma or hack to this. 

5. I would beg to bring particularly to the notice of Earl Russell, and to express 
ray great obligations for, the very prompt and courteous manner in which Captain 
du Hazier acted on my request that he should proceed to Massowah. There was no 
other steamer in the harbour, and, without liis kind assistance, I could have done 
nothing. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Minute . 

Lord Cowley to express thanks for kind conduct of CApt&in du Hasicr. 

October 5, 1865. R. 


No. 2(53. 

Earl Russell to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 761.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, October 5, 1865, 

I HAVE received from Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether, the British Resident at 
Aden, an account of the sendees rendered by Captain du Hazier, of the French gunboat 
“ Surcouf,” in proceeding on the 6th ultimo, at his request to Massowah, in search 
of Her Majesty’s steam vessel “ Victoria,” whose return to Aden from a voyage to that 
place had been unduly prolonged; and I have to instruct your Excellency to take the 
necessary steps for causing the thanks of ller Majesty's Government to be conveyed 
to Captain du Hazier, for the prompt and courteous manner in wiiicli he acted on the 
occasion in question. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 261. 

Earl Russell to Colonel Stanton .• 

(No. 17.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 5, 1865. 

ALTHOUGH it is too late to give you any directions for tho guidance of 
Mr. Rassam beyond those which I have already transmitted by telegraph, it may lie 
useful, in order to prevent misconceptions, that I should enable you to state upon any 
proper occasion what has lieen and is the policy of the British Government regarding 
Abyssinia. 

It should bo borne in mind that Abyssinia is composed of several distinct 
provinces, some of which are separated from each other by lofty mountains and by 
rivers which are impassable during a jxjrtion of the year. 

lienee these different provinces have often been ruled by separate princes or chiefs 
(dedjatch), independent of each other. 

In ISII Captain Harris was sent from Bombay to the King of Shoa, with whom 
he concluded a Treaty of Friendship and Commerce, on the 16th of November, 1841. 

In the same year, the Ruler ef Tigrtf, Ru Oobeay or Ubie, railed Has of Abyssinia, 
sent Mr. Coffin, an English traveller, with a letter and presents for Her Majesty. 

On Mr. Coffin’s arrival at. Cairo, he was informed, through Colonel Barnett, in 
December 1841, by direction of Lord Aberdeen, tliat. he need not proceed further on 
his journey to England, and that he might deliver to Colonel Barnett any letter with 
which he was charged. 

Mr. Coffin accordingly delivered the letter from Ras Ubie, together with presents, 
to Colonel Barnett, who sent the letter to England, Imt it cannot l>c ascertained 
whether the presents were also sent, the only allusion to them being found in a despatch 
from Colonel Barnett, dated September 19,1841, in which he says they were still with 
Mr. Coffin at Cairo. 
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No reply, however, was returned to this letter, and Ras Ubie was thereupon so 
an spry that he threatened violence to Mr. Coffin for not bringing him a return present 
from the Queen. 

In January, 1848, Lord Palmerston, with a view to establish commercial relations 
with Abyssinia, appointed Mr. Plowden Consul for that country, and directed him to 
reside at Massowah. 

Mr, Plowden was informed in his Letter of Appointment that he was sent to 
MasNowah for the protection of British trade with Abyssinia and the countries adjacent 
thereto. 

Consul Plowden proceeded to Oondar, and concluded a Treaty of Friendship and 
Commerce with Has Ali on the 2nd November, 1819. 

By this Treaty it was provided that His Majesty of Abyssinia would receive an 
Ambassador from Her Britannic Majesty, and “ Her Britannic Majesty would in the 
same manner receive any Ambassador, Envoy, or Consul whom llis Majesty of 
Abyssinia or his successors might see fit. to appoint/' 

But, in 1851, lias Ali was overthrown by one of his sons-in-law, who induced the 
Coptic Bishop to crown him Emperor of Abyssinia. Th is person was the present Emperor 
Theodore, who, so fir from insisting on tiie observance of the Treaty of 1840, refused 
altogether to recognize that Treaty. 

Consul Plowden w'as told by the British Government in 1857 tliat the Emperor 
was bound in good faith to recognize that Treaty, and that if he objected to any of its 
provisions he should propose modifications. 

But from the triumph of the Emperor Theodore in 1856 to the present day, the 
Treat v has l)cen a dead letter. 

It may be argued that the British Government ought to have insisted on the 
validity of the Treaty on the one hand, and to have protected the Emperor of Abyssinia 
from the Turks on the other. 

But considering the short tenure of power in the Abyssinian kings, whatever be 
their title, the difficulty of reaching w ith a regular British force their seat of empire, 
the little value of a victory gained at Gondar and Slioa, the risk of failure and the 
certainty of expense, it lias seemed to the British Government a preferable course to 
w ithdraw as much ns possible from Abyssinian engagements, Abyssinian Alliances, aud 
British interference in Abyssinia. 

This course, lias not been taken without giving rise to groundless reproaches, 
many unfounded allegations, and some embarrassing and painful occurrences. 

Of the former class is the following 1 h>U 1 assertion, namely:— 

“There is reason for believing that the Emperor Theodore holds Captain Cameron 
as a hostage for the recognition by England, already made in 1810, of the independence 
of Abyssinia for the suppression of Egyptian aggressions along the frontier, and for 
the restitution of the church and convent at Jerusalem, torn from him and his jieople 
by the Copts, Armenians, and Turks.” 

Now with respect to the recognition of the independence of Abyssinia in 1849, 
it. has been seen that it was England that asked for the recognition of the Treaty of 
1849, and the Emperor Theodore who refused it. But the recognition of the 
independence of Abyssinia has never been withdrawn by England. 

As to the suppression of Egyptian aggressions ulong the frontier, England has 
from time to time used her influence to prevent such aggressions, hut will not consent 
to guarantee the integrity of the Abyssinian territory. 

Such a guarantee would be, in the opinion of Her Maj«*stv’s Government, an unwise 
engagement, impracticable in execution. 

The restitution of the Church and Convent at Jerusalem is a matter w hich requires 
some further explanation. 

Any one who follows with attention the proceedings of the Turkish Government 
in the various provinces under its direct rule must Ik* aware that the Christian sects, 
subjects of the Ottoman Forte, frequently persecute one another, and that the Sultan is 
often appcilcd to, to rescue iiulividunls and communities from the ilia 1-treatment or 
cruelty of their fellow-Christians. 

Her Majesty’s Ambassador at the Sublime Porte uses his good offices on such 
occasions, and generally with success. 

In July 1852, Lord Malmesbury was appealed to by Bishop Gobat of Jerusalem, 
in behalf of Has Ali and Dedjateh Ouboa, who had adopted at a meeting at Gondar a 
resolution to the effect:— 

“That Her Majesty should be requested to authorize you (the Bishop) to protect 
and superintend their countrymen visiting or residing in Jerusalem, and to authorise 
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the British Agent residing at Jerusalem to lend you (the Bishop) his assistance for that 
purpose when required.” 

Lord Malmesbury’s answer to this request wns very clear and decisive:— 

“ I have to state to you in reply that Her Majesty’s Government cannot undertake 
to protect officially the natives of Abyssinia who may chance to be residing in the 
territory of tho Sublime Porte. But Her Mnjestys’s Consul at Jerusalem will be 
instructed to use his good offices for them in case of need, as members of a Christian 
Church in spiritual communion with tho Established Church in the Country.” 

Yo u will see that the Earl of Malmesbury distinctly refused “ to protect officially the 
natives of Abyssinia who may chance to he residin g m the ter ri tory of the Sublime Porte.” 

\ou will observe also that the good offices to be employed in their favour were 
intended for the benefit of those “ who might chance to he residing in the territory of 
the Sublime Porte.” Thus a distinction was made lx»twecn those who might resort 
occasionally or casually to Jerusalem, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem of Abyssinian 
origin, who might lie accounted Turkish subjects. 

Thus limited, both as to the extent of the protection to be afforded, and as to the 
classes of persons on whose behalf good offices were to lie exercised, the instruction of 
the Ear! of Malmesbury must be allowed to have been proper and judicious. Accord¬ 
ingly. I referred Consul Finn on May 29th, 1862, to those instructions of 1832, 
observing:— 

“ I have nothing to add to those instructions except to enjoin you to act upon them 
with caution and prudence.” 

Those instructions remain still in force. 

Coming now to the imprisonment of Consul Cameron, it appears from the papers 
presented to Parliament, that after he had conveyed the Queen's letter and some few 
presents to the Emperor of Abyssinia, he went to the country of Bogus, where he 
employed himself in reconciling some rival chiefs, sending on the Emperor's letter to 
the Queen to Massowah by the Abyssinian Messenger. 

It appears further that the chief cause of the Emperor's anger with Consul Cameron 
wras this journey to Bogos, coupled with the Emperor's suspicion that Consul Cameron 
had intrigued to set the Turks and Egyptians of the frontier against him, arid aggravated 
in some degree by the return of Consul Cameron to Gondar without any answer to the 
Emperor’s letter to the Queen. 

It uppers from King Theodore’s fetter to Mr. Bassom, sent home by that gentle¬ 
man in his letter of the 5th of September, that the King alleges that Captain Cameron 
“abused and denounced him as a murderer” in consequence of the vengeance which 
he took on the persons who killed Consul Plowden and Mr. Bell, and that when he liad 
treated him weir and asked him to make him (the King) a friend of the Queen, Captain 
Cameron “went and stayed some time with the Turks and returned to mi* (the King),” 
and farther, that when the King spoke to Captain Cameron about the letter seut by 
him to the Queen, he said he had not received any intelligence concerning it. 

There is no reason to suppose that Consul Cameron incited the Egyptian forces on the 
frontier to commit aggressions on the territory of Abyssinia. It is far more probable 
that the enemies of the British name in Abyssinia should have infrised unjust suspicions 
into the mind of the Emperor. But, certainly. Comm! Cameron in going to Bogos, 
acted without orders, and incurred the displeasure of his own Government. 

It is now to he hoped that Mr. Itassam’s explanation will procure for Captain 
Cameron permission to leave Abyssinia. He will be employed hereafter in a different 
part of the world, and wifi never have occasion to return to Abyssinia. 

1 have thus explained to you that the policy of the British Government has been 
founded entirety on the desire to promote trade and intercourse with Abyssinia. 

I am well aware that there are persons who wish Her Majesty's Government to 
interfere in behalf of Abyssinia as a Christian country against Turkey aud Egypt oh 
Mahommedan countries. 

But this policy has never been adopted by the British Government, and, I trust, 
never will be. 

If we were to make ourselves the Protectors of the Emperor Theodore against the 
Sultan and his Viceroy of Egypt, wc should become responsible for his acts, and be 
entangled in his quarrels with all his neighbours and rivals. 

The obligations of the British Government are various enough, and heavy enough 
without undertaking so costly, hazardous, and unprofitable a Protectorate. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 
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Earl Russell to Colonel Stanton. 

Foreign Office, October 7, 1665. 
liary matters, I have to authorize you to pay to Mr. Palgrave 


for the months of October and November, an allowance at the rate of 100/. a-month, 
for which you will draw upon me at thirty days’ sight; but you will keep these pay¬ 
ments quite separate from any other that you have made on his account. 


Colonel Stanton to Mr. Layard.—(Received October 10.) 

My dear Sir, Cairo , September 30, 1865. 

I HAVE this instant received the inclosed letters from Colonel Merewether, and 
have not had time to road more than those from Captain Cameron, as the last train 
that will lx? in time for this mail leaves in a few minutes. I am in hopes that 
Mr. Rassam will have gone on to Aden, in which case he will liavc heard from Colonel 
Merewether, the urgent nectswity that exists for his now losing no time in going up to 
Ahyssinia, and will have acted accordingly. It is evident that the prisoners are in a 
critical situation, and 1 fear hut little credence can be placed in the report of Mr. Rassam’s 
messengers that their chains were taken otr in their presence, as none of the present 
letters mention anything of the sort. We can only nope that Mr. Rassam will now 
succeed in his journey, and that no further delay will take place. I really am unable 
to write more, as there is no time to do so, and must lx*g you to excuse my short note. 

Believe me, & c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


fnclosure 1 in No. 206. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Colonel Stanton. 

My dear Sir, Aden, September 19, 1865. 

AFTER writing to you by the Calcutta mail, 1 asked the Captain of the French 
gun-lxMit to make a second trip to Massowah to bring l»ack the letters from Captain 
Cameron, said to have arrived here. Most fortunately he made the best use of his time, 
and returned this afternoon with the letters, just in time to allow of my getting some of 
them copied. ... 

They arc; most important; and so far from confirming Mr. Rassam s suspicions, 
the prayer is, that he should at once come up—the invitation of the King liaving been 
communicated to him—or their lives will lx* forfeited. 1 do, therefore, most (earnestly 
hojK* nothing has prevented or interfered with llassam’s upward progress. There can 
be no doubt tlio King will regard any hesitation as a breach of faitn, a sign of fear, and 
turn his wrath on the poor captives. On the other hand, a ready acceptance and 
prompt action may give them some immediate relief, and bring about perhaps their 
lilierution in the end. The attempt should lx* made at all hazards; but the person who 
does go up should take the Queen’s letter. 

You will pardon my writing so abruptly; but one ainnot help feeling most earnest 
when such an opportunity offers, and the time is hx> short to say much more. 

The outgoing mail leaves so soon, that I have no time to make more copies than 
just sufficient for you to rend, and send on, if you will kindly do so, to the Foreign 
Office, with, if you think advisable, this letter, for I have been unable to write to 
Mr. layard. ’ . 

It is uncertain where Mr. Rassam may lx*, so 1 inclose the ongmals to Ins address. 
Should he Ixj within your reach, will you be good enough to liave them forwarded to 
him. 

You will observe none of the letters from Magdala say anything about intended 
treachery; but I should mention, that when the “ Surcouf ” visited Massowah the second 
time, the idea still existed there that treachery was meant. I would, however, attach 
no importance to this. If such was intended, ready and frank compliance with the 
invitation, would go far towards counteracting it, and causing it to be abandoned. 


«i xr- * k??. OPP 01- ^^ which I hope may be through the return of the 
V ictona to this from 8uez, I will send up a supply of the different things asked 
for by Captain Cameron, in the hopes that some may reach. 

In great haste, believe me, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 266. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

_ Magdala Prison, Abyssinia, July 14, 1865. 

1 HANKS to your foresight and management, we are saved for the winter. I 
inclose you a memorandum of money received, Ac. We liave laid up our stores 
for the winter, and unless we are plundered again in a fit of anger, may hope, with 
God s blessing, to w ork through. All the prisoners who could stand upright, hands 
and feet were chained by the King’s order on the 4th July, ourselves among the rest, 
lour third letter arrived the same day. The Metropolitan let us know this morning 
that we are to have the hand-chains removed. I suppose we must live in hope. I 
send you an authorization from M. Bardcl to recover 80 dollars for him from 
in* A^ en ’ lormprl y merchant of Gondar. I now also authorize you to recover 160 
dollare for me, advanced under the same circumstances to lladji Aden, at the instance 
of ms wife and brother. He is a Mussulman, and an honest fellow. Perhaps he will 
settle it; if so, pay any debts of my own or Speedy’s with it. On due examination, if 
Stella lias not been paid, pray pay Father Delmonte for me. If you have not money 
enough write to Ilertslet for what may lx? required. I intended to have had the horse 
assessed, and bought him in at his value with the other rubbish the King gave me, 
putting the amount to the credit of Government. It must ho considered Government 
property. It won t do, however, to sell it; the King would take it as an insult. You 
had better write about it to the Foreign Office; otherwise it might be sent to Aden, 
and sold there. 

I he King t<>ok back his other trash when he plundered mo; he even sent 
down to Adowa for the saddle he gave me, which was all dropping to pieces, being 
worn out; I had left it there for repair. I have heard nothing about the mule. If it 
is at Hamazeyn, you should get it, and deal with it as Government phases. As your 
third letter has come, you must come up, dear fellow, or Prestcr John will take it as a 
fresh insult. His gingerbread Empire is dropping fast to pieces; but as long as he has 
life in him he has power of mischief. G<xi hh*ss you in your enterprise. Always send 
preserved vegetables, medicines, chocolate, and tea; also money, sardines, and such 
portable things. 

Again, God bless you. 

(Signed) C. D. C. 

Read the inclosed letters, and add anything you like. 

C. D. 0. 

C. D. Cameron, Esq. 

Money received from Massowah : 

Brought by Welda Marian 

.. n afterward* 

.» Mr. Ilart, mewtnger .. 

n Mr. Hart, on bill 

r. Lumna 

700 


Dollar*. 

60 

200 

100 

300 

60 


Gerrarfill [?J has received from Darna [?] 60 dollars. He has not arrived yet. 

All your letters have been received up to the present date. 

July 14, 1865. 1 1 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 266. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rawaim, Magdala Prison, Abyssinia, July 16, 1865. 

A8 I wrote to you before, if you don’t come up after your last letter, we will 
certainly suffer. 

2. Leave the Bishop alone for the present. 

3. The Oaffat people can’t and won't have anything to do with your letter. 

4. All the things have not arrived; the rice and some other things have not 
arrived. 

5. About the being chained hand and foot, the right liand is chained to the foot- 
chain* by a chain about a span long. The body is doubled up. The left liand is free. 

6. About Macmire’s procuration, put on either the Consulate seal or your own, 
with an attestat ion of my signature. 

7. People here say you wish to bring presents. Small cannon, powder, and sift 
are what he cares most about. 

8. Pray write to my sister for me. I can’t bring myself to do it, chained 

as 1 am. 

Remember me always to Ptayftrir; also to your companion. 

Yours, Ac. 

(8igned) C. D. C. 


Inclosure i in No. 206. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Magdala Prison , Abyssinia, July 21, 1865. 

MY two servants start to-morrow, Lemna and Waldo, with another man, whom I 
hope you will reward well. 

The person who has lent him to me wants some money to be sent to his son on the 
frontier. If you can send some little trifles by them, as watches, snuff-boxes, Ac., it 
would be well. We nre pretty well treated still by the guards, but these small pnaents 
work wonders. We have had a mrsfortnne—25 dollars which I lent to the Bishop, and 
7ft deposited fbr -afety in his hands, have been sequestrated. This is a serious affair as 
regaras funds. I have divided everything with my fellow prisoners on canal terms, for 
the sake of keeping up peace and good feeling among ns. The keeper or a menagerie 
have a pleasanter task than mine. I would like to know, however, whether these things 
are on my own account or not. We always want medicines, preserved vegetable*, 
chocolate, tea, and money. God bless you, dear fellow. Once more, lore to Playfair. 

The Bishop is still a prisoner. Our chains arc not likely to be opened. 

Yours ever, 

(Signed) C. D. C. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 206. 

Mr. Krruns to Dr. Kerans. 

My dearest Father and Mother, Magdala, July 14, 1865. 

I HAVE with much delight, this morning for the first time these last two years, 
received any news from home. I was glad to hear that all were well, except my poor 
dear uncle Lyons, whose death must have been a sad trial to you. I can hardly believe 
my eyes that such a fine strong man could die so young; certainly 1 have indeed lost 
one of the best uncles that ever lived; but we know that it was the will of Providence, 
and I tmst and believe hr Is now gone to a happier world. 

Now, dear father anti mother, you must he very anxious to know how I am 
getting on. To begin with, I am now a year and six months in prison, in chains of 
about 20 lbs. weight on the legs, and now the right hand attached to the feet. You 
cannot imagine what fearful sufferings I have to go through even* day; it has been 
much worse before than it is now, but still it is torment. Our only hope is in the 
goodness of God, who has delivered us many times when we wen* at the point of death, 
and I trust still, no matter how gloomy it appears, that He will ere lcmg ^eliver us. I 
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cannot write all I wish about our imprisonment, as it might cause great danger to me 
and my fellow-prisoners. Captain Cameron has indeed been to me one of the best 
friends; I only wish I could have been of more use to him than I have been. You 
know 1 was not at all the man for such work, but I thought as I had the offer, 
I might as well try what I could, if I fail, try something else. When I wrote last 
home I had no intention of going to Abyssinia; but being advised by Speedy to go, I 
thought that he, being more a man of the world than I am, 1 had better listen to his 
advice. However, I trust it will all turn out for best. As for my going home, I cannot 
say anything until I arrive at Massowah, if it is God’s will that *1 should. 1 shall then 
oe able to see if there is anything to Ik* done in Africa, if there is I shall go home and 
see you all first, and then return ; if not I will be able to judge on leaving you. Oh, 
how I long to get home; hut I must put away all those feelings and try and* work my 
own way in the world. 1 hope that the letter which is exnected from the Queen will 
effect our liberty. I believe Mr. Rassam brings it to the King. I think as it is now 
the rainy season, he cannot possibly be here sooner than October. 

I was glad to learn that Tom lias got his lieutenancy, he certainly must have !>een 
out of all patience. I now and then, when I have opportunity, write a few lines to 
the wife of a missionary who lives about seven days’ march from this; she has 
promised to write for me whenever she has an opportunity; this has been the first 
opportunity given me to write. Thank dear Annie much for all the letters; tell her I 
shall write as soon as I possibly can to her. I must now, dearest mother, conclude, 
hoping that I shall have an opportunity of seeing you and all who are near and dear to 
me. If God’s will I shall. Good-bye, dearest mother. 

I remain, Ac. 

(Signed) LAURENCE KERANS. 

P.8.—Remember me kindly to Mr. Falgnto, and all old friends. 


Inclosure 0 in No. 206. 

Consul Cameron to Dr. Kerans. 

Hear Sir, Magdala, July 14, 1805. 

I HAVE only yesterday received your letter commending your son to my care. 
I can assure you however that I have forestalled your wishes ever since he lias been 
with me, as far as lay in ray ]>ower. 

He has had very’ little to do as my secretary, as before his arrival l was virtually a 
prisoner. lie lias, however, been very useful to me in other respects. His kind and 
conciliatory manners, and surgical skill, have been invaluable to our party, in winning 
over the natives who are not at all inclined at first to treat him as well. * Be sure that 
I will take every possible care of him, until, with God’s blessing, I (an restore him to 
you. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 260. 

Consul Cameron to Dr. Shaw. 

My dear Shaw, Magdala Prison , Abyssinia, July 14, 1865. 

MY last letter gave you some of what writers of the last century would have 
called the humours of Abyssinian personal life. \ must exhibit it to-day in another 
form. 

8ince writing to you, negotiations had been going on between the King and 
Waigero Warkeit, Queen Regent of the surrounding Galla tribes, to ensure pence 
between the two countries. Her people had been killing and mutilating, viz., cutting 
off the arms of the King’s soldiers and hanging them about their necks, and so forth, 
aud the King wished to put a stop to this. 

In the midst of their negotiations on the 1st July, the young Prince Menelek, 
son of the late King of 8hoa, Sahelo Selassie, rode away from the King’s camp with 
1,000 followers, and was met within sight of the King by a body of Galla and Shoa 
horsemen. The King waa furious. The young Galla I Vince l man, son of Waigero 
Warkeit, was a hostage in his hands. . #. 

vm 3 p 
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At daylight next morning [July 2] I man was called out with twenty-three other 
Gall**, most of them men of rank, and taken to the brink of the neighbouring 
precipice. There they were hacked with swords for about tliree-quarters of an hour; 
they had then their feet chopped off to take off the chains; as a finishing stroke, they 
were thrown over the rock. The King was p ro t ec t on horseback, gaUoping round 
them, boasting, in his usual style, about his being the slave of Christ, and prodding 
them with his spear. 

Next day f July 3] he vented his rage on the Bishop. We were rather afraid 
that we would l>c involved in the quarrel, hut we escaped this lime. 

On the following morning [July 4] he turned upon the poor devils of prisoners, 
and gave an arbitrary and causeless order tliat every one who could stand upright 
should be chained hands and feet. We were chained in this way with the rest. The 
same day [July 4] a third letter arrived from Mr. Hussain, who is on the coast, with 
a letter from the Queen, requesting permission to come up and arrange matters. It 
has produced no change in our situations. The King left this yesterday. I lielieve 
ho has gone to Yodgo. The Bishop is again a prisoner. All his effects are under 
sequestration, and soldiers sleep in his bed to watch him. lie sent us a scant 
message this morning to say tliat he heard our luuid-elmins would be taken off in a 
few' days. Please God it may he true! 

This additional torture tells heavily upon Mr. Stem, my head servant, Maeraire, 
and inysclf, who are the oldest of the party; hut my two youngsters, Kerans and 
M’Kelvie, make light of this, as they do of everything else. Poor old man though I 
am now, it makes my blood boil in my veins with pure pride and pleasure to see these 
two lads, with their crops in the air and their noses in the dust, like partridges in a 
stubble field, and shouting “ Itulo, Britannia l and Britons never, never, never shall 
l>e slaves;” as if there were no such things as hand-chains in the world. You 
remember what Homer says— 44 Deprive a man of his liberty, and you take away half 
hiM value.” I improve on it, and say, 44 Train a man to freedom, and you double his 
worth.” But tliank your friend Cluirles Mackay for his songs; he is our , 

as he is of all pioneers of civilization who speak our language. This would not be 
quite safe if he were understood; hut the guards siipjxwo that they arc versions of the 
Psalter, and jin they suspect we are Christians, leave us alone. If, as he assures us, 
there’s a good time coming, I shall yet live to shake him by the hand again. Every¬ 
thing is breaking up here; and our exode, if we am to have one, may he brought 
about by n chain of circumstances as extraordinary as those by which we have been 
brought to our present position. 

In the meantime, retnemlxT mo, with all due resjxjet, to Sir Roderick Murchison. 
I have a collection, geological, botanical, and zoological, the best, I sincerely Ixdieve, 
ever made yet, lying at Gaffat; hut by what Ciesarean process to get it out, I know 
not as yet. Give my benediction to Burton, if the N ans haven’t eaten him, and 
rememlx'r mo in the kindest manner to Mr. White and all members of the Cosmos. 
And now adieu, dear Shaw, and believe me, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 

I don’t quite know what they think of this affair in Europe; the broadest view, 
I believe, the best. Prester John felt civilization closing on him, and that he must 
either open his country or quarrel with England and France. As he is fond of 
quarrels, lie lias taken the initiative. All that he has done means simply this— 44 No 
stranger 1ms ever had influence in my country from King Menclek's time till bow; if 
you want influence, come and take it by force.” 

1 lxdieve, I think, tliat he will uot accept the alternative, lie is, however, ending 
like one of Nat Lee’s mad tragedies, so we may still hope for the best. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) C. D. C. 

P.S.— Pray Bend this to the 44 Timea ” for the information of all friends. 

C. D. 0. 


Inelosme 8 in No. 266. 


Consul Cameron to Air. Hertslet. 

My dear Hertslet, • Afagdala, Abyssinia, January 28, 1865. 

I WISHED to write to you when 8tem wrote to the Secretary of his Society in 
March last, but to tell truth I broke down, as there was nothing very pleasant to 
communicate. 

I was chained in January last (1864), after having asked to go to my post, and 
begged the King to seiul Stern and Rosenthal out of the country. 

The King chained me lx'causc the Government has sent no answer to his letter. 
He has sent me word rejx*atedly tliat he has nothing against myself. 

Myself and my people were tortured with Stem and Rosenthal, I suppose lest we 
should encourage them uot to implicate the Bishop in their affairs, as the King wished 
to extort sometliing against him. He never explained why w'e w'ore tortured, except 
that it was on Sterne’s aetount. 

Our treatment afterwards was horrid in the extreme; we were chained by the legs 
with heavy irons, and kept all the winter in an old tom tent, on an allowance of a few 
handfuls of jx*as. 

Fortunately we had got money from Gaffat, or we would all have been under the 
sod long since. 

Being dragged up here in chains was not pleasant, hut the exercise and mountain 
air did us good. Wo were allowed mules. Find, Branteia, Staiger, Mrs. Flad, and 
children, Schiller, and her comjmnion, are at Gaffat—prisoners at large ; they luive not 
been compelled to work. 

We are in the prison here, hut allowed to sleep under an awning outside. Half 
the aristocracy of Abyssinia is here, mixed up with thieves and murderers. All 
semblance of respect is gone long ago, and we are classed with the lowest criminals. 
We have no yoke cm the neck, however; only twenty pounds of foot chains on our 
ancles. 

Wlmt the end of this strange history will lx* defies conjecture. The King is fighting 
in Shoa, which is in rebellion. We rather hope that nothing may happen to him, ns 
we might fall into rough hands, and l»e tortured or knocked on the head, according to 
the class who got hold of us. 

Rcmemlx-r me to all friends, as well as to my relations, not forgetting Cortazzi, 
Dickson, Elclridge, and Burton. Our rule here is to hope for the liest, and be prepared 
for the worst. But let all who care alxiut us keep hoping for tin* best. 

God bless you, dear Hertslet. I have drawn upon you two small cheques in favour 
of Burgrund and Mayer, of Uaflat. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) C. D. CAMERON. 

P.S.—Stem, Rosenthal, Kerans, Maeraire, Pietro, and McKilvie are here, also 
Mrs. Rosenthal and children : all are well, the two latter uot chained. Keran’s 
father lives at South Park, Abascraigh, Galway, Ireland. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 266. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Hertslet. 

My dear Hertslet, May (laid Prison , Abyssinia, July 14, 1865. 

I RECEIVED a 1 witch of letters from the coast yesterday, and hojx^l to have seen 
your liandw riting among them.* I would luive given the world for u line alxiut money 
matters. It is useless to ask you to write to me now. I shall either be (had or out of 
this count rv lx?fore I can hear from you. But 1 am extremely anxious to know’ whether 
the Pasha of Massowah has been paid the money I obtained through him for my first 
coming to Abyssinia.f I intended to have brought enough money down with me to 
meet this, if it had not been sent to Massowah from laiglnnd, as if everything had gone 
right, the Gaffat Europeans would have given me all their savings, 500/. or 000/., so 
that I might luive arranged the matter without troubling you. Perhaps the Pasha has 
reported me for not leaving him if so, 1 beg you will inform the authorities of the 

• I hare been afraid to write to him. Ie«t ray letter* should fall into the King’a hands. — E. Hcbtsi.ET. 

t Tin* money ha* been paid.-— E- Hemtslet. 

I He dul ao, through M. Mu*uru*.—E. It ekislet. 















Foreign Office that I wrote to him, begging him to take all money that came from 
England, a* I could get all the money I wanted through the Europeans here. This 
letter was torn up by my messenger, who was seized on the road a day or two before 
"Mr. Stern’s business. There is another point on which I wish to be quite clear, vix., 
in regard to the 200/. the King gave me. I offered it to the custom-house officer at 
Adowa, but he refused it, saying it was as much as his life was worth to take it back 
in cash, and that I ought to lay it out for the good of the country. I therefore, on my 
second visit, spoke to the Bishop to have it laia out for the foundation of a hospital at 
Gaffat, he approved the idea. Afterwards, however, the King was all for machinery, 
and 1 saw him personally offering to lay it out in machinery. When Stern’s affair 
came on, and after the plunder of all the missionaries, and the breaking up of the 
mission, making up a destruction or pillage of property to the amount of 1,000/., I did 
not f<*el justified in talking about presents of any kind, especially as I had told the 
King that I could only accept presents on the iwirt of my Government, and could take 
nothing in my own name. For the rest, the Xing has said repeatedly he had nothing 
personally against me. He chained me because 1 liad not obtained him a letter. His 
object, fn fact, lias been to bully and defy. He cares nothing about the European 
alliances, and has no fair of consequences, as he believes In his heart tliat he is quite a 
match for us. As to policy, he knows nothing about it. His maxim is to defy every¬ 
body to the Inst, depending on the Holy Trinity, whose instrument he believes himself 
to be, to get him out of all difficulties. What to do with such a character I know 
not. But Hussain's third letter came up a few days since. If he does not come here 
now, after having got leave, it may cost us our lives. Remember me to your own 
circle, and to all friends in the Foreign Office, and believe me ever, dear Ilertuet, yours 
most sincerely and affectionately, 

(Signed) ' C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 

We were chained hands and foot on the 4th July. It is not pleasant. 

C. D. C. 

Inclosure 10 in No. 200. 

The Rev. II. Stern to Rev. Mr . Ooodhart. 

My dear Sir, Amba Magda la, July 13, 1865. 

1 SHALL thank you if you will kindly forward the aceoinjianying note. Should 
you feel disposed to rood it you may do so. By next messengers, I hope to send the 
continuation of my sad story. 

With l*»st regards, yours, Ac. 

(Signed) H. 8. STERN. 


Inclosure 11 in No. 200. 

The Rev. II. Stem to Mrs. Stern. 

My dear Charlotte, Amba Magdala, July 13. 1865. 

AS Captain Cameron is wilding down to Massowah, 1 scribble a line to say, tliat 
we are still in prison, and in fetters. We anticipated that Mr. llassnm Her Majesty’s 
Agent at Massowah would by his friendly and conciliatory letters to the King, ere this 
have appeased his offended pride, and obtained our release from the galling chains. 
Our anticipations liave, however, to our grief not been realised, and we may still for 
some time be the prayerful and patient expectants of coining deliverance. His 
Majesty, about ten days ago, wrote to Mr. Rassam to come to Abyssinia; and his advent 
and the delivery of the Queen's letter, we believe, will effect our liberation, just now 
everything here is in a transition state, and it is quite impossible to prognosticate 
events. A general undisguised presentiment of a change is evinced in the ojieu revolt 
of all important provinces, and relentless despotism may soon experience a terrible 
retribution. My own and most of my fellow prisoners’ misfortune may to a great 
extent he attributed to the crafty insinuations, and insidious malice of ungodly 
unprincipled men, who in the ruin of others sought to attain their own nefarious and 
gel fish ends. 1 do not however despond or despair. To-day lam twonjy -one months 
in chains, and although during tluit long, heart-wasting existence, I have had to 
submit to fiendish tortures, and more than once been obliged to face a cruel death, yet 
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I eqjoyan infinite satisfaction in the consciousness that by an inflexible Christian 
firmness I saved others, and won influential friends to the cause of missions in 
Abyssinia. 

His Majesty since our arrival here has not favoured us even with an en passant 
inquiry. Placed on a level with murderers, robbers, and other great criminals—our 
days liave rolled on in the usual sad monotony of savage prison life. Within the last 
few days we have, however, again experienced something of His Majesty’s sentiments 
towards us, the white prisoners. The cause of this fresh out-break of indignation is 
utterly unconnected with our affairs. On the night of the 1st July, Men cl ok, the Crown 
Prince of Shoa, and son-in-law to the Negus Theodore, unexpectedly quitted the Royal 
Camp and accompanied by his followers (not by his young wife) fled to his own 
country. The King, irritated by the desertion of another powerful prop of his throne, 
next morning executed all Galla prisoners; then quarrelled with the Bishop, and Inst 
calmed his chafed spirit by giving all his Christian prisoners, liesides the feet, also 
hand chains. This art of tormenting which is ascribed to the wise King of Israel, is 
a most cruel invention, particularly, when, as in our case the fetters were so short that 
one is alisolutely bent double, and ‘unable to move about by clay, or to stretch his 
weary limbs by night. Then* is a report that we are to Ik* released from the abominable 
hand sha c kl e s. I shall lie thankful if it proves to Ik* tme, as the stooping attitude 
affects my head and causes gn*at pain in the spine. 1 intended to continue the narra¬ 
tive of my trembles, hut I have not sufficient quantity of ]Ki]H*r. We expect messengers 
with provisions, clothing, paper, &c., from Massowah, and on their return, I shall send 
you a long but very sad letter. 

God bless you all. Ever your, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY A. STERN. 

F.8.—Send a copy of this to Mr. Goodhart, as it may stimulate the prayers of 
friends in our behalf. 


Inelosure 12 in No. 266. 

M. A. Bardel to M. K. hardel. 

Mon cher Eugene, Magdala, le 12 Juillet, 1865, 

UNK opportunity longtemps attenduc in’est enfin offerto pour vous donner de mes 
nouvelles. 

Ilya deux ans mon arrivde en Abjssinie ddlivra 1c Consul de Franco d'une prison 
certuine, et peut-dtre quclque chose de pirc. Jusqu’uu main de Fdvrier 1864, jc 
jouissais d’une grande faveur uuprds du Hoi, lorsque I'arrestation dcs Europecns rcsidants, 
Ic Consul d’Angleterre inclus, viut produire la crise nctuelle. Jc rctournais du Soudan 
lorBquc cela cut lieu. Le lendemain de inon arrivde ayant dtd re^u avee de grandes 
marques d’umitid par le Roi, je voulus faire 1’cssai de mon influence, en demandant la 
liberte du soul Fran^ais arrdtd avee les a litres Europdens (le Lieutenant Macrdre); cela me 
fut fatal et causa mon enchaincmcnt, qui eut lieu le 9 Fdvrior, 1864. 

Depuis cette dpoque je deplore les effets de ma folle gendrositd. 

Sans amis, sans sympathie, en raison de mon quality de Francois, je serais probnblc- 
inent rnort de faim, sans la noble assistance du Consul d’Angleterre, Capitaine Cameron ; 
car, suivant la coutuiue du pays, tous ce que nous possedions lors de notre urrestulion fut 
confisqud. 

Fortundment j’avais dtd assex heureux de prdter 5,000 ou 6,000 francs avont 
ces dvdnements au Consul Anglais. Cela me sauva. Sur ce point soyez dans 
tranquille, exceptd la libcrte de mes membres rien ne me manque. Notre situation est 
horrible inoraleinent. Le rnort serait douce, en comparaison de pareillcs tortures. Nous 
avons la main droite cnchainde entre les deux pieds, par d’enormes anncuux. 

Nous ne sommes cependant pas toujours tristes ; on s'accoutume h tout. De grands 
efforts sont fait pour sauver notre vie par le Gouvemement Angtais. Hdussirons-nous ;'i 
quitter ce pays vivant e’est fort douteux. Je tc pric de communiquer mu lettre 5 Charles 
pour ma soeur, je ne sais plus ou elle reste. Eu ferai mes compliments a M. Parraget, 
Risliot, Aubert, en un mot & mes anciens camarades. ll serait inutile de m’dcrire, car 
nous sommes sur une montagne, forteresse dans le pays Galla. En cas d’accident je to 
donne le ddtail de ce que je possdde actuellement. Cette somme devra dtre donnde it ma 
see or. 

[’3] 3 Q 
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Le Consul Anglais Cameron me doit 

Le Sieur Stern, missionnaire, me doit .. .. 

Le Sieur Hadje IIad bam, marchand k Massowah, me doit 


460 thalers 
100 „ 

80 u 


En total •. • • 040 „ 

En date du 12 Juillet, I 860 . (Egalant la somme de 3,500 francs environ.) 

Sur ce qui resterait dc cette somme (en cas de mort) ma sceur payerait 200 a 
Edouard Langiebert. Ea rcste appartiendrait k ma M»ur. 

Ne vous tormentez pas tropsur notre sort; nous soromes i>r4ts et resign^ a tout. 
Lorsque tu viens & Savillc donne de met nouvelles a M. Ricard Dobray ; tu sera 
payd de ta peine amplernent, car tu connaitras un excellent et digne gentleman. 

Et mamtenant adieu 011 nu revoir. 

Embrasse ta femme pour moi. .... 

A toi, &c. 

(Sign 6 ) A. BARDEL. 


In closure 13 in No. 266. 

Mr. Rosenthal to Mr. Eisener and others. 

Mv dear Friend., Magdala Fartrtu. July 1, 1865. 

YOU must not lx* surprised if I do not write to you separately nor at any length, 
nor very legibly; because it is a difficult task to me, since my feet arc loaded with 
heavy chains and mv right hand fettered together with the feet in such a manner 
that 1 am not able to stand upright, and I believe a lied of throe and a-half f<*et length 
is quite sufficient for me. For this reason you must excuse me, and lie satisfied with a 
general short epistle until we have this country at our back, or are permitted to 

communicate to you verlmlly. , . . 

Before this time, when I lmd only foot chains, I refrained from writing entirely 
because it was more dangerous, and you will kindly remember, if new troubles had 
come upon me, 1 would not have suffered myself only, hut my poor wife and child with 
me. It would have given us, indeed, great pleasure to hear often of you, our relations, 
our friends M«»ssrs. Friedbcrg, Finley,and Ehrlich; hut since you seem to net upon the 
principle of returning one letter for one received, 1 must remind you that there is no 
rule without exceptions, and that appearances are frequently deceptive. 

We have forgotten you neither in our prayers nor in our conversation, hut the 
peculiar and trving position in which we have l>een placed for the last twenty-one 
months, imposed a silence upon us which was just as painful to ourselves as it must 
have been to vou. Our letters at present, even, contain manv w'ords with very little 
news concerning ourselves, you will he inclined to say. This also should Is* significant 
to you, and should lend to the question, why? 1 ln*g you all to be attentive as to 
the careful and inoffensive wording of am letters you may send to us. 

Wo trust we shall soon he free, hut do not know how long this may last yet. I ho 
Lonl lias laid a Icavy burden upon us. but, thanks l>o to Him, hitherto Ills strength 
was sufficient for us. and in spite of the many reverse* we have met with, we still 
hope on until the dayspring from on high has visited us and the sun of a gracious 
Providence again shines upon ua. Mi* have reason to he thankful for the jiast, and 
much cause to he confiding for the future. 

11 is Majesty, who has taken ro notice of two letters of — Itassam, ***!•« 
Resident from Aden, 1ms at last answered to the third, in which (we are told) he is 
asked to come up and settle the affair amicably, which that gentleman volunteered to 

do iu his previous letters. . * _ 

We hope Mr. Rnssam’s laudable undertaking will he crowned with *UCoe*. It 
appears that His Majesty is already tired of the affair, but since be said (when we were 
first made prisoners) that when he would receive an answer to a letter directed to Her 
Britannic Maje sty ho would set us free, he makes it a point of honour t» keep us until 
he attains his object. However rich your imagination may Ik*, you can have uo idea 
what our positiuu lias been fur the hu»t twenty-one mouths. Always in fear, not 
know ing what an hour may briug forth. Our last letters will enlighten you in some 
measure, as far as it goes, but if one of our number were to relate it he would find it 

^ Yesterday we received a letter from you, dated October 1863, which informal us 
that Eliza’s first-born is a day younger than our little Henry. • May little Ellesa grow 
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up m health, the fear of God, and prove a blessing to you, her parents, and all around 
her olie ought to be mute a young lady by this time. Other things were very 
saddening, but have too long ago passed to lx* remembered at present. One thing, 
however, there is which has caused us great anxiety for the last two years, and which I 
shall refer to in another place. 

We are, tlianks be to God, quite well, only our little son is not so forward in hody, 
nor speaking as is generally expected of children of his age, owing to his and las 
mammas trials He was about two months ago so reduced when cutting the back 
teeth that we did not expect liim to lire. Our God has hecml our fervent prayers, ami 
lias not removed from us our only earthly comfort. Dear Ellen and myself have been 
watching about a fortnight, night after night, in constant apprehension lest our little 
darling should not see another daylight. The great physician has cured him without 
scientific men. A medical book wc possess, ami are pretty well acquainted with its 
contents. It advised to use one draught, and as our mimlx*r of medicines is very 
1 limb'd we were compelled to take another in default. For instance—We ought to 
have given ipecacuanha as an antidote for reducing inflammation and choking irritation of 
t ie lungs. It got damp, was without effect, ar:d we gave instead tartar emetic, in itself 
so very weakening and dangerous to little children. But we could not see our little 
one having one convulsion after another from want of breath without endeavouring to 
relieve him. This we lielicved saved him. Then again we ought to have given a 
gentle acting cough mixture, such as hemlock, sugar and ipecacuanha; hut we discovered 
a new drug consisting of honey, fennel water, and a little tartar emetic. This also was 
unsuccessful, Ac but the praise we must give alone to Him who assists those who 
cast themselves helpless at His feet. 

We arc at present in the middle of winter, but it rained very little hitherto In 
fact in former years there was more fall of rain before the w inter liegan than there is 
his year near the end of it. We also are better off. We have a large comfortable 
tent, which we managed to fabricate ourselves nine months ago of sheeting, white 
Abyssinian cotton cloth, but since the rain began wo have lined it in the interior with 
coarse black cloth manufactuml in this country, so weare protected from the inclemency 
of the weather. Inst year we were many a time obliged when the sun got warm in 
the morning to dry ourselves and our lads. I think it is much hotter to compare one’s 
present circumstances with that of worse days and not that of better ones. It makes 
one thankful for present mercies and keeps one contented. If wo were to make a 
comparison with English life we could be wretched well nigh to despair. This much I 
say, however, better a crust of braid in dear old England, than dainties here, if they 
were to he lmd. But then you know it does not require any great self-denial to he a 
missionary, in a happy constituted country where every comfort may be obtained, and 
he Gospel must he preached « everywhere,” it may he here for a testimony against 
hem only in our own time, later perhaps for the receiving of it. As for missionary 
labour, I say it advisedly, there can he no more favourable s|H>t in the whole universe 
*ou couUl havo rejoiced to read my report of September, 1863, which fell in the hands 

. . ? ud destroyed. Everywhere listening ears, even* deference paid to 
the missionary, inquiries coming from far and near, distant journeys made to procure a 
Bible or Evangel,urn, and religious meetings well attended by old and young. We had 
ti\c schools in different places, and four active and pious Jewish native agents Alas 
at present all is broken up, and destroyed apparently, hut it may he to rise like Phcenix 
out ol its ashes and then be and remain all prosperous and increasing. You remember the 
Church of Christ in nil ages flourishing only after solitary wanderings in the “ wilder 
ness having been m danger of poisonous insects and sirocco, and draughts and sight 
depriving dust, and afterwards the Churches had rest and walked iu the fear of God and 
in the comfort ol the Holy Ghost. The same may he the case with the rising Abyssinian 
1 rotestant < hureli. Really one cannot help Ix-ing grieved at the remembrance of the 
sudden interruption of a promising mission after one is interested and has 1 m*cii engaged 
m the work, sj^aks the language, and feels already comfortable in one’s domestic life 
Humble as our home was, it was a happy home. I lmd contrived with mv own hand 
to make many little things contributing to comfort, even to an upholstered armchair 
M e had a nice grmlen w ith plenty in it, the fallow ground of which 1 for the first time 
cultivated. What a P ensure to go and fetch oneself some radishes for tea or some 
English vegetables for dinner. And then, again, when I rede to Fclasha villages. It 
ma\ he some Jews were just leaving their place for another when I was approaching. 
Ihey hurry hack summon young and old, male and female, under the venerable Wnira 
tree liefore the village, where rendezvous an' held and councils meet. M v heart sickens 
when I think of all this, but after our heavy and pretractcd sufferings we should like to 
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breathe once more the air of English liberty. I am sorry that a description of our 
journey from Massowah and a six months* residence in Gondar lias not reached 
you. It caused me a winter’s labour (and, by-the-bye, much trouble—you will 
understand this), and would have given you a good insight into Abyssinian life. It 
contained 250 quarto pages. The writing of it gave me much pleasure, because I know 
from our sea voyage it would give pleasure to you. I must conclude now, recom¬ 
mending you all to the love of God and trusting* that we slinll soon see one another. 
Mrs. Rosenthal's and my love to you all. 

(Signed) U. ROSENTHAL. 

P. 8 .—Dear Eisencr, I would request you to write to my dear parents from time to 
time. I have only once written to them from here and have never heard of them. Assure 
them of our filial love arid affection and explain the reason of our silence. Mr. Khrick 
is requested to remenilwr us kindly to the Revs. Reynolds, Colins, and Thornton, as 
also Mrs. Myles' family, Goulston-street-sauare. I need not repeat tliat this writing is 
also addressed to those friends before mentioned. 

U. R. 


Memorandum on Sulary and Allowances due to Consul Cameron. 

I saw a letter to-day from Captain Cameron to Mr. Hertslet, dated Magdala 
Prison, July 14, 1865. The last issue of his salary was up to December 31, 1863. 
May not his salary for the outstanding quarters up to June 30, 1865, be now issued to 
his assigns ? 

Foreign Office, October 10, 1865. A. L. C. 


I have received no salary on Captain Cameron's account since the 1st of 
September, 1861. I then received his salary for the quarter ending 31st of December, 
1863. 

The accompanying letter from the Consular Department will explain w hy I have 
received nothing since that date. 

I have at the present moment 26/. 11*. in hand, hut require to retain that sum to 
meet insurances, which will shortly be falling due. 

There is now duo to Captain Cameron from Foreign Office:— 

£. i. d. 

Four quarter*' imliry, fcc., to December 31, 1864 .. .. .. 900 0 0 

Two quarter*' »nUry, to Jump 30, li»G5 ..... . 450 0 0 

Travelling expense*. which have been ntni.dinjj over *inc» 1863. (See Consul 

Cameron'* No. 23 of November 10, 1862) . .. •• •• 489 0 0 

Total .£1.839 0 0 

Foreign Office, September 14, 1865. E. HERTSLET. 


Dear Hertslet, Foreign Office, August 27, 1864. 

Murray and I have been discussing the propriety of paying Captain Cameron 
his salary. I find that it has not licon paid since the quarter ended September 30th 
last (1863). Three quarters are, therefore, now due. The last we have from him 
personally is a despatch dated October 19, hut Murray would not, I imagine, object to 
take as evidence of his being alive a letter from the Rev. Mr. Stem, dated April 14, 
1861, and would, if there was any necessity for it, pay two quarters’ salary, that is, up 
to March 31, 1861. Are there' any hills drawn upon you or upon any one else by 
Cameron which you require to meet ? Or is there' any person connected with him to 
whom it may lie desirable to pay any part of what is owing to him ? If there is 
any ground whatever for issuing the certificate I think it should lx* done, but not 
otherwise. 

I do not know when? this is to find you, but I hope you may lie having as good 
weather as I had all flu? time I was away. 

Believe me, &c. _ 

( 8 igncd) OSW. CRAWFURD. 
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Extract of a Letter from Mrs, Cameron to Mr. Hertslet. 

Reading, September 28, 1865. 

You would greatly oblige me to let me know if I could get any money on the 
order Charles [her son Captain Cameron] gave me for 200/. drawn on you when he left 
for Abyssinia ? 

1 have only 111 . 11 #. in hand. 

Foreign Office , September 29, 1865. E. HERTSLET. 


Mrs. Cameron to Mr. Hertslet. 

Reading, October 10, 1865. 

Yon will oblige me If you could lot me have the half-yearly interest which was 
due in June last; and if I could draw any of the money on the order Charley [ Captain 
Cameron] gave me when he left for Abyssinia. 100/. is for hills I paid for nim. I 
will send you all the receipts if you wish to see them. I fear that you have not received 
my letter of the 20th of September as you have not sent me an answer. 


200/. 6 ertt to Alfs. CameWn, October 23,1865. Salary to June 30.1804 (221/. 5 s.) 
issued October 28,1865. Since fids date Consul Cameron’s salary lias been issued from 
time to titae as it has been required. 

E. HERTSLET. 


[See No. 904.] 


No. 207. 

Earl Russell to the Earl of Shaftesbury. 

My dear Shaftesbury, Pembroke Lodge, October 16, 1865. 

AS King Theodore invited Rassam to his court, wo have ordered him to go there, 
and Iiave desired Falgrave to await in Egypt till wo know the result of Rassnm's 
mission. 

You will, of course, exercise your own discretion os to the course you y ill advise the 
Jewish Society to punue. 

Yours, <fcc. 

( 8 igned) RUSSELL. 


No. 268. 

Bari Russell to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Pembroke Lodge, October 16, 1E65. 

MR. RASSAM has now gone to Massowah with the view of making liis way to the 
Court of King Theodore. 

Her Majesty ’s Government have thought right to Buspcnd the journey of 
Mr. PalgTave till we know the result of Mr. Rassara’s mission. 

You are, of course, at liberty to take any course you think best. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 

- - - 

No. 269. 

Dr. Beke to Earl Russell.—(Received October 18.) 

Ling's Private Hotel, 4, Suffolk Street, Pall Mall, 
My Lord, London, October 13, 1865. 

THE distressing intelligence just received from the captives in Abyssinia, induces 
me to address your Lordship once more on the subject of my offer to attempt their 
release. 

From my correspondence with your Lordship’s Department it is manifest that I do 
not seek to be connected in any manner with Her Majesty’s Government; my intention 
[73] 3 R 
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being to approach King Theodore aa a suppliant in the names of the distressed relatives 
of the captives, from whom 1 should be the bearer of presents and a petition signed by 
all those who addressed a memorial to your Lordship on the 30th July.* 

At the time when those persons so addressed your Lordship they were under the 
impression that they would receive material assistance from the Missionary Society 
which sent out Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal. Rut when Lord Shaftsbury, the President 
of that Society was applied to on the subject by Mr. Purday (Mr. Stern's father), his 
Lordship said’that nothing could l>c done without the concurrence of Government, as 
two missions would only perplex matters; and the Committee of the Society have since 
passed a resolution, the minute of which I take the liberty of inclosing for your 
Lordship's inspection.t 

The Committee there express the opinion that it would be premature and inexpe¬ 
dient to promote any separate action, and they and their noble President will doubtless 
continue to entertain such an opinion as long as they imagine that by aiding my 
Mission they would be acting in opposition to your Lordship's wishes. 

Rut I would venture to represent to your Lordship that the two missions emanating 
from two such totally different sources arc not, in the slightest degree, incompatible. 
And even should it happen tliat my endeavours were crowned with success, and 
Mr. Rassam be thereby deprived of a portion of the merit to which he might otherwise 
be entitled, it surely is time for personal considerations of every kind to be set aside, 
whim the object is to free our suffering countrymen from captivity and torture, perhaps 
even to save their lives, and at all events to put an end to what lias now become a 
grievous national scandal and disgrace. 

I do not ask the assistance or even the countenance of Iler Majesty’s Government, 
nor do I intend in any way to interfere with Mr. Rassam. All 1 desire is, that your 
Lordship would Ik* pleased to let Lord Shaftsbury know that any measures which his 
Lordship or the Committee of the London Society may adopt, with a view to the 
liberation of their missionaries and the other British captives through my intervention, 
would not lie displeasing to your Lordship, but, on the contrary, would be viewed with 
satisfaction. 

I have, for some time past, l>een preparing for my journey and could therefore get 
reaily to leave England at a moment’s notice ; and ns 1 should enter Abyssinia at once 
without waiting to hear from the King, I have little doubt of being able to send home 
intelligence which, under God's blessing, I trust would be of a favourable character, 
before the approacliing meeting of Parliament. 

I have, Slc. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 270. 

Lord Shaftesbury to Earl Russell.—(Received October 18.) 

St. Giles’s House , Cranboume, Salisbury, 
My dear Russell, October 14, 1865. 

YOU would much oblige me and the Jewish Society by a little information in 
respect to proposed mission to Abyssinia. 

Great efforts are being made by Mr. Stern’s friends to sent out Dr. Beke to that 
savagi', the Emperor. Now I have given the strongest advice tliat, if the Government 
have sent or intend to send out a mission, the whole affair should lx* left in their liands. 
In this way alone should we avoid confusion. 

A report now is abroad that Mr. Palgrave is not to go; and, on belief of this, the 
friends of the cuptiv<*« are again very active in their efforts to dispatch Dr. Beke. 

Public opinion will demand from us some endeavour to rescue the prisoners. But 
if you have the matter still under your guidance, I shall repeat the counsel I liave 
hitherto given. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) SHAFTESBURY. 


• No. 218. t Not io Foreign 0ffic« archives. 
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No. 271. 

Mr. Grey to Earl Russell.—(Received October 21.) 

(No. 93.) 

My Ixuri, Paris, October 20, 1865. 

HA\ ING observed that Dr. Beke, in a letter published in the “Times" of the 
18th instant, expressed some apprehension that the safety of the captives in Abyssinia 
might be endangered if an application for amts were again to bo made by Mcnilek, 
the Crown Prince of Shoa, to the French Consular Agent at Aden, 1 yesterday gave 
M. Drouyn de Lhuys a copy of Dr. Beke’s letter, and called his attention to the 
concluding paragraphs. 

Ilis Excellency at once promised to instruct the French Consul carefully to 
abstain from taking any part in the matter, or from giving any countouanco to the 
son-in-law of the Emperor Theodore. 

For the sake of convenience, I have the honour to inclose a copy of Dr. Beke’s 
letter, extracted from the “ Times." 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. G. GREY. 


Inclosure in No. 271. 

Extract from u The Times" of October 18. 

To the Editor of ** The Times." 

Sir, October 17, 1865. 

THE relatives of the captives in Abyssinia, as well as myself, have reason to feel 
grateful for the publicity you have so kindly given to the distressing case of our unfor¬ 
tunate countrymen, to attempt whose rescue I am about to proceed to Abyssinia. 

I should not think of again troubling you so immediately on the subject were it 
not lor a circumstance which, if not taken in time, might render nugatory not only my 
owm mission (which I may lie allowed to explain is solely on behalf of the relatives 
of the captives), but also that of Mr. Rassam on the part of Government, of which 
mir.c is entirely independent, by causiug the prisoners to lx* sununarily put to death 
before either of us could come to their deliverance. 

Mr. Stern mentions, in his letter given in your impression of the 14th instant, the 
sudden flight from the Royal camp of Menilek, Crown Prince of Shoa, and son-in-law 
of the Emperor Theodore, in conseouencc of w hich the enraged Monarch caused all his 
Mahometan and Galla prisoners to lx* executed, and fetters to be placed on the hands 
of their Christian fellow-captives, in addition to those they already had on their legs— 
“ 20 lbs. of foot-chains on our ankles,” as I copy from a letter of one of the wretched 
victims now lie fore me. 

IV ere it not for the manner in which the fact of Mcnelck’s escape was made 
feelingly known to Mr. Stern and his friends, one might have been inclined to regard 
his statement as an almost verbal repetition of one made in the " Standard" of the 
20th February last, respecting the flight of Mcnilek from the Royal camp, and the 
imprisonment of the Aboona, or Bishop, on the suspicion of having aided him in his 
escape. 

On that occasion the fugitive, on his arrival in his native country, applied to 
the French Consular Agent at Aden for a supply of fire-arms. I cannot say whether 
or not the Representative of France .was at all disposed to comply with the request; 
but 1 do know that some communication took place between him and the British 
authorities at Aden, and that the arms were not furnished. The Crown Prince, who 
without them was unable to make head against the Emperor, was defeated and taken 
prisoner, only to escape again as related by Mr. Stern. 

As eveiything rejieats itself in Abyssinia, there can be little doubt that Mcnilek 
will renew—perhaps has already renewed—his application for fire-arms, either to the 
French Consul or to some other Resident at Aden; and I would therefore avail myself 
the medium of your widely-circulating journal to express the hope that suitable 
measures may be adopted by the authorities both at home and abroad, to prevent such 
an application from being successful, as the inevitable consequence would lx* the imme¬ 
diate execution of our hapless countrymen. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 
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No. 272. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merevether to Mr. Layard.—(Received October 23.) 

(Secret.) Aden, September 25, 1665. 

“**’ T it at) onlv just time to prepare anrl send by last mail, under flyinK seal, thronA 

sir# As as 

° l “% Cantain Cameron’s servant l.as been well-treated lierc since his arrival, and will 
bo sent back to Massowah in the “ Victoria ” directly she returns^from Suez, taking 
withtim as many of the thing, as possible winch have been asked for by 

HSSJfatwtfs srsws sar xssssz* 

ration.' in full for ppbferring the route from Massowah vtt Kassala, to going up the 

NUe B f TwWt^a^in°tobrin h g"o the notice of Karl Uussoll theeourteier andcorfial 
r • li- “ j^i .1 fliMMinil time bv Captain du Hazier, commanding Hi* Imperial 
MaW^tTm ^ini plmptly needling to my request to make 
•If ’ trii* tn MiisHovvah lie received mv note at noon of the 1 tth instant, left at 41 *.M. 
of'tw dav and”«l wiK important letter and the mess,mger at 8 JjU 
.I . », w i. ’ Knowing the great value of time, and how anxious I was to pit the letters, 
?Sie H K Bomliay ,»ssed, he did what 1 believe has never been 
it possinie, i through the Dholve Btoup of islands and reefs into Massowah 

attempted ^fo^. ran through ne unm k required and start on his retimi 

morning Ihe ikl^ stom l™ bee'n to wait for daylight Before 
h » very difficult. By boldly attempting it he saved 
HX ”mn™ and Eed to this on tL afternoon of the 19th, just in time to enabh- 
SKof the letters by the mail which left early on the morning Of 

tho 20th. i lmTP &e. 

(Signed) W. L. MKREWETHER. 

V S 29(1. September. —The “Victoria ” arrived this day at noon bringing Mr. Rassatn 
. meIXrs of the mission No other letters had armed at Massowah; 

'UXSiw. Sr f*JrS 

Fiirtjt because it was tlie line pointed out b\ the King, next, 11 ^ vo T “ e 
opportunity had the King been successful against the rebels and been a >ic to^oome to 
i\Kn for Mr. RoStom, on hearing again from the King, to meet him at Adovm 
ifcttftftd’of going to Matcmma. This latter plan cannot now possibly be earned out by 
tho King, m alf that remains is for Mr. Rassam to proceed as quickly as possible to 

• * A wfrpww* to th« 

opinion of I.urana ■ wai qmt* • . , „ . ^ 230) and, from hearsay, by hi* companion 

tlZZZ! &TZ n 


Matcmma He will return to Massowah directly some necessary repair* to Ike 
machinery of the “ Victoria ” have been completed. This will take up about six day*, 
after which there will be no further delay. The ** Victoria ” will occasionally visit 
Massowah. 

W. L. M. 


Inclosure in No. 272. 

Statement of Lunina bin Ilailo, inhabitant of Gondar in Abyssinia, a Messenger sent 

by Captain Cameron to Mr. Rassatn, who states :— 

I AM a servant of Captain Cameron’s, and have been in his service for about four 
yeojra, 

In the mouth of Sumnee (June, July), Mepelik, son of Haifa Mali Vat, a Galla 
Chief, who was a prisoner with the King, managed to effect his escape, when King 
Theodoras immediately ordered all the prisoners to be loaded with more chains, 
including the Europeans; the latter formerly were only chained by the lwmds, then 
they had chain* put on liands and feet, and their hands fastened down so close to their 
fleet, that they could not stand wet, in which state they now all are Tip* King also 
put off the liands and feet of ids Haifa prisoners, and threw them over a cliff, being 
greatly enraged at the escape of their Chief. This news I heard ju«t as l was about 
four clays’ journey from Magdala; and on arrival there I saw the prisoners thus 
chained. When I left Mugclala about two mouths and sixteen days Indore tor 
Massowah, they were not in this state. 

My reason for going to Massowah was to take a letter from the Consul fa 
Mr. Itausam at Muncooloo, and receive its answer and some money. There were two 
pther men who accompanied me (Gozai and Wildo. not Waldo Mariam). Just before 
reaching Magdala, I also heard that the Consul had been released. It was, however, a 
false report, for when I gave him the letter* and money, I found him in the state 
descrilieq. 

Eight days after arriving, I again started from Magdala, with a letter from Consul 
Cameron. During my stay 1 saw the Consul daily, lie appeared very well, and only 
suffered occasionally from his eyes and the torment of fa* fetters. The rest of (he 
prisoners were also very well, Mr. {Hem was looking very old. The Consul gave me 
the letter, and told me to take it quickly fa Mr* llassam. 

I left Magdala, and in ope month anil sixteen days I arrived at Massowah, and 
found that Mr. Rassam had left for Suez; so I went to Al>dulla IHVendi, who had been 
ordered by Mr. Hussain to take care of any messenger* that might arrive with fatter* 
for hup. L told Abdulla about some money that Captain Cameron wanted, and 
remained with him. 

About fourteen or fifteen days after my arrival at Massow ah, a steamer “ Hureouf ” 
arrived, and M. Delmonte told the Commander what he liad heard from me, via., that 
Cameron and the others were still in prison, and that I laid a letter from them. The 
steamer then left, and about eight days afterwards returned, bringing an order to 
Abdullah Efl'eiuli from the Governor of Aden, to send the letters I hail, and me too, by 
her to Aden, so J came, but against my wish. 

Consul Cameron told me that Ibrahim had been sent with a letter by tho King 
to Rassam, in the month of Sumnee, and that I was to be careful not to let Ibrahim 
sec me, or else 1 might get into trouble. The Consul did not tell me, and 1 did not 
hear in Magdala what the contents of this letter were; but after my arrival in 
Massowah, I beard that the King had written, inviting Mr. Itassam up by Matcmma, 
telling him, tlmt for his (Rossum's) sake he hail released the Consul. On my hearing 
this from Abdullah Effendi and the Consulate" servants, 1 told them it was false; that 
the Consul and the other Europeans were worse off than before with regard to their 
cluiins. I also said, I did not believe the King had ever said he had released them in 
his letter to Mr. Rassam. 

I travelled very quietly, and kept as much concealed as possible, for I was afraid 
of being seen. When I left Magdala, Kasai was at Dulanta, from whence he went to 
Debra Tabor, where he organized an expedition against Warkait, who was then 
threatening the fortress of Magdala. 

Theodore has lost many men, and has now only a few matchlock-men with him; 
the country is in a fearful state from revolt and famine. The King has not 2,(XX) men, 
and is in a verv Kid state of health from disease; he is very thin indeed. I used to 
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hear from the King's guards and others, that it was Kasoi’s intention to release the 
prisoners directly Mr. Rassam arrived; that he had sworn to do so. I think that on 
Mr. Rassam’s arrival the King would release the prisoners, but would not allow them 
to leave the country for some little time, he is so frightened of everybody now. 

Before me, this 20th day of September, 1865. 

(Signed) G. R. Cooper, Lieutenant , 

Ax tie t ant Political Resident, Aden. 


No. 273. 

Mr. Rattam to Mr. Layard.—(Received October 23.) 

My dear Mr. Layard, Aden, Septembir 29, 1865. 

I HAVE just time to write to you a few lines by this opportunity, and acquaint 
you with my arrival here this afternoon for the purpose of getting some money and 
different articles for nay journey up to Matemma. 1 hope to leave for Maaaowah in 
five days, and will start for up-country without loss of time. You will douhthw be as 
much surprised as I have been in finding that the report which was brought down by 
the messengers of the release of Cameron was false, and this is proven! by some letters 
received lately from him, w hich Colonel Merewcther has sent you copy of. I w as never 
so startled in my life as I was on hearing on my return to Massowah that the intelli¬ 
gence? ulxmt the release was not true, and this shows you how little can l>e depended 
upon the word of Abyssinians, most of whom, I am sorry to say, love false rumours 
better than the truth. However you will l>e glad to learn that Cameron has now 
changed his mind with regard to my going up to the King of Abyssinia, and w ants me 
to proceed up with Her Majesty's letter. It is premised that once I meet Theodoras 
with the Royal letter, he would release all the prisoners. I hope and trust that this 
w ill In? the eaae. 

The hist messenger reached Massowah from Cameron the night after my departure, 
and I only wish he had come a few hours earlier, w hich would have prevented me 
sending to you that trumjMMl-up report. I cannot for the life of me make out why 
those two messengers (whom I had sent up with my third letter to the King) invented 
that lie, because it made no difference to the reward I wished to make them for bringing 
me an answer from His Majesty. I sent them up expressly to find out why Theodoros 
did not answer me, and, if possible, to bring me a reply. I certainly did ask them also 
to try and liave the fetters of the prisoners taken off through the instrumentality of 
some influential officers at the King’s Court; and for this I gave them some money to 
buy presents with beforehand. One of these messengers (who is very intelligent and 
is on intimate terms with some followers of the King, es|>eoially Samuel), 1 have sent 
up with the fourth letter to His Majesty, and I shall not lie able to see him again until 
1 go up to Matemma, where he promised to come and moot me. Unfortunately, I 
cannot for the present punish the men who fabricated the false news, as it may do the 
prisoners some injury*; but I hope that some day or other I shall bo able to arrive at 
the truth, and find out what induced them to deceive me. Not only I got Prideaux 
to write down their statements in my presence, but 1 examined them myself sejMinitoly, 
and through different interpreters. They adhered firmly to their former statements. 

Colonel Morewether has lioon exceedingly kind, and without his assistance and 
co-operation I know not how I could have managed my affairs here, especially about 
tonus. 

Your kind notes of the 20th ultimo and 11th instant reached me to-day, and I 
return you my sincere thanks for them. I have no time to write more as the mail 
closes in a few minutes, so I must conclude and hope to write to you a much longer 
letter ere long. 

Believe me, See. 

(8igned) H. RASSAM. 
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No. 274. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Layard.—{Received October 23.) 





(8eciet.) 

Aden, October 6, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of Earl Russell, that Mr. 
Rassam left yesterday afternoon in the “Victoria,” for Massowah, neeompnniel by 
Lieutenant Prideaux and I)r. Blanc. He w*as provided with a double set of stonM for 
the captives, one a moderate supply to send direct from Massowah to Magtlala, the 
other a large one to take w ith him to Matemma. He likewise had with him a variety 
of articles which he had purchased in Egypt as presents for the King and member* of 
the Abyssinian Court, as also a supply of money for expenses on the road. The 
necessary funds for the above have been given by me from tliis Treasury, and I trust 
the arrangements will meet with Earl Russell’s approval. 

2. I most pressingly urged Mr. Rassam to the utmost expedition, and he assured 
me he would push on immediately that he obtained carriage; unfortunately when he 
called at Massowah on his wav down he did not order the carriage to bo prepared, as he 
had intended, on account of the news he found there that Debra Tabor had lxvn taken. 
He therefore would not make the preparations for his upw ard journey until he had first 
consulted with me here. I pointed out to him that though King Theodoras would 
certainly be reduced to great and ven* narrow straits by the fall of Debra Tabor, but 
that it w’as only a report, and, even if true, I still considered Mr. Rassam should, in 
accordance with the invitation he had received, push on with the least delay to 
Matemma, where he w*ould learn the correct state of affairs, and be able to communicate 
with the King. 

3. The “ Victoria ” is to remain at Massowah until Mr. Rassam loaves, which would, 
I should hope, be within a week after arrival; but should any unexpected circum¬ 
stances cause further delay, he is to keep her ten days, and then send her down with 
report of progress. Before quitting Massowah he will make arrangements for some 
person to receive and forward to me any letters from himself or from the eapives. 
This will be more fully reported on hereafter. The “ Victoria ” will occasionally bjsent 
to Massowah to obtain intelligence. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Minute. 

Approve. Mr. Rassam should hurry on with all speed, as the only chance of 
releasing the captives. 


Colonel Stanton to Earl Russell.—{Received October 23.) 


No. 33. Confidential.) 
Hy Lord, 


W H M ■■ Alexandria , October 13, 1865. 

A PRIV'ATE letter from Colonel Merewether, that has reached me this afternoon, 
contains matter of so serious a nature, when it is remembered that the lives of the 
Abyssinian captives are now more than ever in danger, and that the only hope 
apparently remaining of their release depends ujion the energy of Mr. Rassam in 
trying to reach King Theodore, that I consider myself bound to forward a copy of this 
letter to your Lordship; the more so as it rather confirms the suspicions 1 myself 
entertained as to the seriousness of Mr. Rassam’s resolution to attempt the journey to 
Abyssinia. Mr. Rassam, when I spoke to him of the probable difficulties of the route 
he had selected, would not admit tliat these difficulties were serious, whereas it appears 
he is now perplexed and troubled by the stories he has hoard at Massowah of dis¬ 
turbances in Bogos, and between that district and Kassala, and I have very serious 
apprehensions that he will find such difficulties on the road as to induce him to 
abandon the attempt to reach Matemma. Your Lordship will perceive that Colonel 
Merewether in his letter also states he has a conviction that little will be done, but he 










on 
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lias impressed upon Mr. Rassam tbe necessity tliat exists for energetic expedition 

his journey. _ _ . _. .. 

I regret it is not in my power to hasten Mr. Rassam‘» journey, as directed by your 
Lordship’s telegraphic despatch received yesterday, but unless that gentleman ha# failed 
to profit by Colonel M<?rewether’s advice, he should ere this have started on his journey, 
r I have. Ac. 

(Signed) KLWD. STATON, 


Inclosure in No. 275. 

Lieutenant- Colonel Merewether to Colonel Stanton. 

My dear Sir, Ad ™- 0 °‘ oi « r *• 'M5. 

RASH AM left yesterday evening for Massowah. I presswl on pirn perpetually 
while he was bore, the necessity of energetic expedition, but I confess to you I have 
an unpleasant conviction that little will be done. 

There is something wrong in the moral atmosphere of Massowah that chocks 
physical action, and promotes suspicions and doubts instead. 

r 1 liave more Ilian eyer wish In* had gone by the Nile from Cairo,—that was 
undoubtedly the pro]M>r way; no difficulties whatever; all plain sailing, either by 
steamer or lioat, or “ ships of the desert.” Now ho is perplexed and troubled by stories 
they told him at Massowah of dist urlMinces in Bogus, aud between tliat and Kassala. 
I told him candidly tliat if ho did not push up at once he would lie ruined fbr ever, 
and the fate of the poor captives Ik* scaled. I do hope he will go a-head, 

I send my report of his departure, Ac., with this under flying seal j will you 
kindly close aud teal it after perusal, and 

Believe me, Ac. _ 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Minute. 

I have long had my fears that Rassam would he too easily deterred by difficulties. 
My opinion is that if ho fails, or delays on the coast, Pttlgrave should be sent at 
once by the Nile. State this in a private letter to Colonel Stanton. 

October 24, 1865. RUSSELL. 


No. 270. 

Colonel Stanton to Mr. Layard.—(Received October 23.) 

Mv dear 8ir, Alexandria , October 12, 1865. 

’ THE accompanying letter and Inclosure from Colonel Merewether have just 
reached me, they contain further intelligence from Abyssinia, which proves that the 
remirt of Cameron having been loosed from his chains was false, and that, on the 
contrary, he was really chained hand and foot, and suffering much from his confinc- 

mC 1 There is, however, 1 am happy to see, a ray of hope in the statement of Cameron’s 
servant that he had leant from tne King’s guards and others, that the King had sworn 
to release the prisoners directly Mr. Rassam arrived, and as it is difficult to Imagine 
what advantage he may hope to gain by keeping them after that visit, there appears 
reason to believe in the truth of this statement. 

The suceens of the rebels, If true, may, however, be a serious matter, as a despot 
of such a character as King Theodore is likely enough to revenge himself for his 
reverses on the unfortunate prisoners in his power. Our only hope is in llassam's 
speedy success, aud Colonel Merewether will have impressed upon him the absolute 
necessity of wasting no time on his journey. 1 have no for lijr intelligence of the 
#tete of tbe country about Kassala; out imagine the troops sent there, via Soualdn, 
will have arrived ere this, and, unless the mutiny lias been strongly supported by the 
local tribes, it may be hoped that this reinforcement will enable the authorities to make 
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r .fin that Rassam will And more difficulty on 
head against the mutineers. But I stall tear uuu iva 

the roadthan he expected from this source. ^ ^ 

(sgS* EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 277. 

Colonel Stanton to Mr. Layard.-{Received October 23.) 

(Private.) Alexandria, October 13, 1865. 

My dear 8ir, , T received a further communication from 

2£ .S.SSS £> jsr** ■“ 

tt&astss2*tt**%s£, sr - 

(Signed) KDWD. STANTON. 


No. 278. 

Mr. MerivoU to Mr. Hamm<md.~t.JUceived October 24.) 

(Confidential.) India Office. October 24, 1865. 

I AM directed by Sir Clmrie. Vood to stote for 

that in a letter received from Aden evinced by Captain dii Hazier. 

Colonel Merewether brings notice [ ] "c » in l a promptly Liking another trip to 
Commnndcr of the French gun-boat «otc^» to^lu^oreign Office letters by the 
Massowah, which enabled the Resident be moved to cause 

the Trench Minister in this country. . 

(SignJ) HERMAN MBRIVALE. 

Minutes. 

Captain du Hasier first w»t to — 

ffitSS M^wctiriUu^tn^i.c BumcU the “prompt and 

(october B)+ to cxpres8 

vessel to bring intelligence from MaMowah. through the Dholuc group 

M erewether believes had nev« been .flitl whereby Colonel 

of islands and reefs at night tunes thc j ndian ma il of the 20th. 

Merewether was enabled to send “ t f lll j> - f r j n their letter of October 24th. 

It is to this latter service that tbe India Office rerer m me q chawfurd . 

Fortif* Office. October 28, 1865. _ 


Prepare further draft to Paris, renewing thanks and praising the French 
October 28, 1865. 


• No. 274. 


t No. 263. 
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No. 279. 

Mr. Murray to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

TAM dirvvti*! Kv T«i»i w ii * i , - Foreign Office, October 26, 1865. 
orfi u* » Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 

25th September and 6th October, and to thank you for the information therein conveyed 
respecting Mr. Rassam’s proceedings. uunreyea 

Lord Russell entirely approves all that you have done with a view to procure the 

r c ! < * we of Sff ta , , i n Can ? <TOn - And Ws lordship is of opinion that Mr. Rassam should 
hurry on with all speed as the only eliance of releasing the captives in Abyssinia 

more! iJord S 

I am, &c. 

(8igned) JAME8 MURRAY. 


No. 280. 

. N Mr. Murray to Colonel Stanton. 

(Private.) 

” y ifns^r i’ll ■ . . , Foreign Office, October 26, 1865. 

. RUSSELL desires me to inform you that he lias received vour letter nf 

ami tf, ! H Rtant W , ith - Co l° ncl . of the 6th respecting Mr. Rasim’s mission ; 

and that the conclusion to which he has arrived on them is that if Rwmi fails in his 

by thc NUe KlnK Thcodore ’ or d, ' la y’‘ 0,1 the TOa<l > Mr. Palgravo should be sent at once 

If you should have an opportunity of hurrying on Rassam do so by aU means. 

• Yours, Ac. 

(8igncd) JAME8 MURRAY. 


No. 281. 

... ... Earl Russell to Mr. Grey. 

(No. 57.) 

8ir ’ WTrrTT r * , A1 „ , Foreign Office, October 31, 1865. 

V\ TTII reference to my despatch to Earl Cowley No. 761 of the 5th instant,* I have 
to state to you that I have been informed by the Secretary of State for India that the 
British Resident at Aden has brought to liis notice a further act of courtesy which has 
been evinced by Captain du Hazier of the French gun boat “ Suroouf/’ in making 
another trip to Massowah and back in time to enable the Resident to send home 
intelligence from Abyssinia by the Indian mail of the 20th ultimo; and I have to instruct 
vou to take the necessary stone for causing the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government to 
be conveyed to Captain du Hazier for the prompt manner in which he undertook the 
service in question. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 282. 

M. Stemmeyer to Earl Russell—(Received November 4.) 

x . . . 19 * Sutherland Place , Pimlico, November 2 , 1865 . 

u . . . am I1 n j* ““token m thinking that the reports in newspapers concerning 
Abyssinia is alluding to me, m answ er to my note I beg to say that such communications 
are a great annoyance to me, because I am not always able to see the newspapers, and 
m consequence of my deficiency of education unable to understand what the real 
meaning ot the message is, and whether it alludes to me or not. And as this is only 
a repetition, 1 have seen the subject Abyssinia, but I can assure tou mv Lord I never 
read it, nor struck me that it was alluding to me. And even now what’am I to under- 

• No. 26 *. 


265 


stand by my imprison Captain Cameron ? or how shall I know that it is alluding to me 
when references are made to the time of 1841. But if it does allude to me, the only 
message I can learn is that Her Majesty’s Government is desirous to promote the 
advancement, but cannot undertake official protection. As for protection I have never 
asked, and do not ask, for the protection I am in great need of is not from without but 
from within, and that protection your Majesty’s Government ennnot supply. If 
difficulties arise without, which shall arise, Her Majesty’s Government is at lilierty to 
use her own discretion. But I trust for my protection, whether within or without, in 
God, and not in man, if God is the source of my labour He will protect me, and that I 
am quite sure that He is. But protection and support is two different things, a man 
may support a subject nnd yet not protect it. Your Majesty’s Government support the 
education and teaching of the Church of Rome, but will ye undertake to protect them ? 
to forbid me my labour. My Lord, I did not ask in my last for support, but only a 
favour, which any man might be at liberty to ask. But if your Majesty's Government 
is willing to support me I should be glaa, for if I could aevote my time to it, and a 
gentleman of education to assist me, it would be a great advancement and benefit, or 
any support your Lordship may think best, proriding that my writing is not objected 
to.’ If objected to, I have no authority for protection, for the subject is not to be 
protected or enforced bv the power of arms, but by words only. But if objected to I 
shall rather obey God then men, and rather suffer whatever the consequences may be. 
If more explanation should be required for any arrangement I should be glad to see 
any gentleman or answer any question by writing. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) PETER STEINMEYER. 


No. 283, 

Mr. Gibson to Mr. Layard.—(Received November 6.) 

8ir, 25, Moorqate Street, London , October 18, 1865. 

SEEING that as yet nothing has been done effectual as to the eventual release 
of our Consul, Mr. Cameron, and his fellow-prisoners in Abyssinia, I am still willing 
to carry out the offer I made some time ago to the Foreign Office. When my offer is 
accepted, I shall then lie ready to show my plan, which is the only ono that will 
succeed. I believe the mission of Rassam Effendi lias done more harm than good, as 
nis Majesty King Teodore hates everyone of Turkish extraction. This is the time of 
year to commence operation in that quarter of the world. 

I remain, Ac. 

(Signed) THOS. GIBSON. 


No. 284. 

Colonel Stanton to Earl Russell.—(Received November 4, 9*30 a.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, November 4, 1865. 

INFORMATION just arrived from Aden, that Rassam left Massowah for 
Matemma on October 15. 


No. 285. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Gibson. 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 8, 1865. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknow ledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 18th ultimo,* renewing the offer made in your letter of the 23rd of June last, to 
proceed to Abyssinia with a view* of obtaining the release of Mr. Consul Cameron am 
the British Captives in Abyssinia, and in thanking you for this offer, I am to infor» 


• No. 2S3. 
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ytm that Her Majesty's Government hare no occasion for your services in connexion 

witti tins matter. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


Minute. 


Nothing is known of Mr. Gibson or his plans which he keeps in the dark till he 
gets the money; he asks for 6,000/., and 2,000/. for expenses. 


B. H. 


No. 286. 

The Earl of Clarendon to the fjords Commissioners of the Treasury. 

My Ixml*, Foreign Office t Novemher 15, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordships that Her Majesty’s Government 
considered it expedient, in the month of July last, to omploy Mr. William Gilford 
Palgmve to proceed to Abyssinia on public service, with the view of obtaining the 
release of Mr. Consul Cameron, now held in captivity bv King Theodore of Abyssinia; 
and as it is intended that the necessary expenses which may be incurred by Mr. 
Palgrave in the execution of the duties with which he is charged shall he defrayed out 
of the sum placed at the disposal of Her Majesty’s Government for special services, I 
have to rtxiuest that your Lordships will give directions for the issue of the sum of 
2,0001. to Mr. Lenox Conyngham, chief clerk of this office, in order as well to reim¬ 
burse him the amount of the payments which he has already made on account of this 
service, as to enable him to meet ftirtlier demands. 

I have to add that Mr. Conyngham has already paid on account of this service the 
sum of 1,214/. 10#. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


State of the Acoount of the expenses of Mr. Palgrave’s Expedition to Abyssinia. 
Expenditure 1,214/. 10#. 

No issue of money has yet l)oen made on this Aooount. 

Wanted 2,000/.* 

Foreign Office , November 15, 1865. 


No. 287. 

Mr. Rhodes to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 21.) 

(Private.) 

My Lord, • Havre, November 18, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to address your Lordships on the subject of Mr. Consul 
Cameron still in confinement in Abyssinia, offering my services with the view to 
obtaining his release. 

1 have fully examined the numerous difficulties that might liave to be overcome to 
be successful, and confidently propose to your Lordships the following arrangements:— 

1. That I lie the bearer oi a despatch from your Lordship to the King of 
Abyssinia, without other official capacity than tliat of a simple Foreign Messenger. 
That liar Majesty be pleased to confide to me Her Majesty’s photographic liknnres 
bearing her Sign Manual, and a letter of presentation of such likem*ss to the King. 

2. Tliat 1 be allowed to reside near the residence of the King, for one month, 
during which time .1 should be engaged in cultivating friendly intercourse with the 
authorities and principal inhabitants of the place. 

3. Tliat 1 be allowed to make such concessions on ihe part of the British Govern¬ 
ment as may engender good feeling towards our nation, without imperilling the life of 
a single British subject, or the interests of our countrymen engaged in commerce with 
that nation. 

4. That I be allowed 10/. per diem for the period (not to exceed one month) I 
should reside near the residence of the King, and for my journey to and back from 
Abyssinia. 

* Received and lodged it Ditnusoad'e, December 1, 1865. 
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5. That I be allowed to depart during the month of December next. 

6. That the knowledge of my mission be strictly confined to the Private Cabinet 

of vour Lordship, and if necessary, to the Pnvy Council. . 

‘ Having had here many coses of British subjects being imprisoned for divers causes, 
I have always intervened in their behalf with the Judical Authorities suocesst ully. 

From experience, and in a private character, I sincerely think, my Lord, that my 
efforts on t his occasion would be equally crowinnl with success. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. E. PARKER RHODES. 


Minute. 

Much obliged to him for his offer, but as measures are in progress through Agents 
of Her Majesty’s Government with a view to the release ot the captives, it would bo 
inexpedient and probably injurious to the cause to moke a new appointment. ^ ^ 


No. 288. 

Mr. Marray to Mr. Rhodes. 

y- r Foreign Office , November 23, 1865. 

’ I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to aek now bulge the receipt of your letter 
marked Private of the 18tli instant, offering to proceed to Abyssinia, in order to 
obtain the release of Mr. Consul Cameron and the other British captives in that country, 
and, in reply, I am directed by his Lordship to thank you for your offer, but to inform 
you, that as* measures are in progress, through agents of Her Midesty s Government, 
with the view to the release of the captives, Lord Clarendon considers that it would 
be inexpedient, and probably injurious, to the cause, to make a new appointment, 

1 I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 289. 

Colonel Stanton to Mr. Layard.—(Received November 23.) 

My'dcar^Sir, Alexandria , November 9, 1865. 

y THE inclosed letters from Colonel Mcrewether reached me shortly after the last 
mail to England was despatched, and consequently too late to enable me to forward 

them on by an earlier opportunity. , , . . 

1 sent by telegraph the information of Rassam’s departure from Massownh, which 
I am sure will lie gladly received in England, and as the Lost reports declare that the 
disturbances about Knssala are ended, we may n-asouably hope that no insurmountable 
difficulties will be mot with on the road to Matemma, and tliat Kassam and lus party 
will be able to reach that spot by the middle of this month. 

It is also satisfactory to find tliat the rci»orts of the successes of the relicls in 
Abyssinia an; not confimied, and tliat the danger with which the captives wen; 
threatened on that account is avoided. Altogether Itassam appears to have started 
under favourable auspices, and I trust he will make the most ol his opportunity and 

press on his journey. ... „ 

Should I receive any trustworthy intelligence of lus progress, I will not lail to 

inform you of the same by telegraph. • . 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 
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No. 290, 

lAMt*nant«Cohf*l Hvtvtihn to Mr. La^xd.—i^eceived November 23.) 

(Secret:) 

™* r * if u . , . .. Aden, October >6, *865. 

I AM happy in betegitble to report, for the ^formation of Earl ’Russell, that ifro 
“ Victoria ” arrived early this meriting, bringing intelligence from Mr. Rassam, that he 
anH hw party -tiad wtodlly 'left Massownh .pn the evening of the 15th instant, just a 
month after their return to tliat place from Aden. Mr. Rassam lost no time in pro¬ 
curing the carriage necessary for his journey up country, and got off sooner than he 
had antinpated. 

2. I have the honour to forward copies of the letters received from him by this 
'frnma'timity. With regard to the correspondence marked A, I would observe, that 
•while 'Mr. Kassam was last Iwrc, I pointed out to him the necessity of having uiome 
personal Massownh oa]tfbb'<rf-arranging for the maintenance ofit^munuiliftfcQiwirtlitfr 
the Mission should have left, also to receive and forward any letters to or from the 
captives which might arrive, and generally to look after British interests. I thought it 
very desirable that Dr. Blanc and Lieutenant Pridoaux shouia *ls>fh accomiianv 
Mr. Kassam; 1 therefore authorized the latter to ask M. Munzinger, whom I had 
often heard very highly spoken of, whether he would undertake the duty, and, if he 
would, to at once place him in,«lmiyi*. I had l#W told tliat Mr. Speedy,* when acting 
as Vice-Consul at Massowah, was to n*ccivo from Captain Cameron a* sum equal to 
about 20U rupees per onenaem. As this seemed to me a fair remuneration for .tfie 
**trn work thrown -on M. Munringw, I inutliorizad Mr. >tp .rtatp Jhat that 

would boithe amount of the salary ; both rtbe appomtumut and utalarv, Upwever, rbpi»g 
contingent .on the approval of Uur .Vlrtjwty.’s Uoyemment 

8. II triwt that /this arrimgeiuent will imeet with the approval pud sanction ,of 
twirl Russell-; it certainly is the .Mt that could he made ; M Muuzingyr being the 
only person at Maasownh Who pos»c*w<\l a-sufficient knowledge of the English kwuwure 
to road and act on any .communications which might la* *u|t down ,by the. captive*. 

As will be soon, M.. Munzinger lias accepted the trust, and assumed charge on 
the /loth instant. 1 have w ritten to jrequest him to keep up the Consulate at Massowah, 
and the Consul’s house at Monkooloo, with the small establishment of writer and 
watchers, until instructions are received from Tier “Majesty’s Government. Should 
Mr. Kasstun’s journey prove successlu l m I have every expectation it may, if he once 
gets to Mutemma, the final settlement about these Consular dwellings liad better be 
left until Captain-tJauuMron’svrotmii {to Massowah. 

5. The intelligence formerly received of Debra Talior liaving been taken by Die 
rdhels does nut appear to jiavc been true. 

I bavq, Ac. 

,(§igiwd) W. B. MEREWBTHER. 


Approve. 

November 23, \bG7. 


Ifinule. 

J. 3d. 

e. 

Inelosuro 1 in 'No. 290. 


Mr,, Roman to Xticutenant-Colonel Merewejther. 


• * 


^ Aftnmamv * a- Mo*mtvah, October W, 1865. 

A(iKhLAKLi to vour direction regarding the appointment of a ^trustworthy 
Agent at Massowah for the pur|xwe of •eommuriiearfmg with Consul Cameron and 1m 
fellow prisoners, and for looking after British -interests, I have the (honour to inform 
you that J have ojlmrt the port to M. Munzinger, the Sudss merchant now acting as 
brench Vice-Consul diere; and. ns you will mh* from the inclosed correspondence, he 
has accepted the appointment according to my proposal. 

2. 'ibis gentleman, who is well known for his scientific researches, has been out in 
thesejwrta for the last twelve /ears, and is respected both in Abyssinia and Massowah 
He had been recommended by Her Majesty s'Necrdtarv of "Stale for foreign Athms to 
the British Representatives in this country; and from the friendly assistance he has 
always rendered me ever sine*' my arrival at Massowah, t doubt not but that he will 
perform the duty intrusted to him to the satisfaction of Government. 

3. He understands English well, hut he cannot write it properly, I have therefore 
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asked him to communicate to you in French as well 9 s jnEnghrib.*8 Ue JJBght .UQt V 
able ,to.a?pws .lumsulf.iuteUlgibly An tfce ilattor tongue. ^ ^ £ C 

(fcignqdj fL JI ASSAM- 


Inclosure 2 in No. 290. 
|fr. Kassam to M, Munzinger. 


Massowah, October 11, 1865. 

' ON mv last vi.it to Aden, Cotonvl M«vwt-ttmr, the PoUUcal Seeident at that 
Settlementspoke tome about the M p^wmej',uf Uvvil ( g.Mi^t<Wt at Massowah to loo 
— • * • • 4 — J to communicate with Consul Lanw 


•* —— -- 

himeron and his fellow- 


after British interests, and 10 wimuum««« ».«. wj—_ -- 

“* me to offer you thi..*«— 

appototment! on a sal»« «f **> .por an—, .pumhng ti.e «met.on of xler 

Maj “ ty if°vou”wiimg to accept this port, I <h*U feel obliged by yonr informing 

me to writing, Iffvonr nUttionii I >' 0Ur 

acooptmu;*' to the ptoper authorities before my departure hence. 

XSjgitoli) ’ 'H. 11A8SAM. 





Imjlosure 3 in Np. .290. 
M.MuPiiog^ to.Mr. Kassam. 


y Massowah, le %'l Ocjtdbre, i 865* 

iUU .cu .l’hpnneur de .reervpir voire lqttre en date d’aOjovird'hyi, me proposunifia 

charge d*Agent Britannique pendant votre absence. . a , Mrp , 

J’agcepte pette charge avec .dlautant plaisir ipiclle me (net h m$mt de vo.us 6tre 

agrcable, et en m£me temps d!fiU« utile auXjprisonm^rs Luropepns. 

(Sign^) * W. MUNZINGER, 

Anent da Vice-Consulat de France. 


Inclosure \ in Nq. 2®0. 

Mr. Rassam to M, Munzinger. 

. Majm&wfth, October'Vi, 1865. 

*** j HA'V’E tlie honour'to acknowledge the receipt-of your lirttiw dated this day ,copy 
of wliidh I shall transmit liy the first opportunity «to the Rositlimt *tAd«n. 

2 I beg further to inform you tliat the houw* pec\i|m»tl as o British iConsu late is 
■hebl at a rental of 10At>U«r« p<*r mensem, and that two wntdlmttB, one for .the house 
at Massowah and the other for tliat at Mowooloo, Imve hitherto 'been employed at t 
and 3 dollars per mensem respectively. I, mjwelf, ««e 110 n«.-cssity for retaining the 
house Zt Massowah, but '1 shall feel obliged.by your eomnmmoatmgon the subjectt wJth 
Colonel Alerew ether, by w*hose (Wdision you .will id>«le. The wpt of Ihe bouse .and ithc 
pav of Ou* watchman at Moncooloo have liecn settled for the tunc 1 have been here to 

tin end^ ^jp paving.the Arabic writer uf llu* Consulate at the rate of 10 dollars 

» r mensem, also up to the end of SeptomUfil*, but I leave it to your option to continue 

'’T^is Understood that one of Ate* Majesty’* urasnls this port onco 

a month for the purpose of conveying despatches, Ac. Should, ibjwcwtir, any intolli- 
^eoee-oreive from the -prison*** .of -such a .character *» ±0 p ma til t a to immed iate 


per 

his 
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transmission to Aden you are at liberty to charter a buggalow, for the purpose of 
conveying your letters to the Resident. * urpose 

5 ' A “ * **5’?. autl >ority to ,hp B«r. Mr. Flad to draw on me up to the 

°I 600 f ? r th * “ of Captain Cameron, I have left that sum in deposit 

with the firm of Rerehotum, Bamaux, mm-liants, of this place; and I sliall also leave 
with the same parties 300 dollars, for any nwessary expenses you may incur. 

instant 1 * ^ *** ° hhgcd by your ***“5 cha 4 e of the Consulate from the 15th 

I have, See. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 290. 

Bf. Munxinger io Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Monsieur, Matsowah, le 15 Octobre, 1865. 

abwnw R C^t A i f nrrtir f H^Ihonneur de me confier lea intdrtt. Britanniques pendant son 
lSniq» inMriS m qUB J<> C ° mmcnccrai 4 rem P ,ir '*» Action. d'Agent 

Agrees, Ac. 

(Signe; W. MUNZINGER. 


Inclosure 0 in No. 290. 

Mr, Rasa am to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

nTrtt.^r th ° ! mn r for the information 1 IL '“ball 

S/e of^rZnth' Matenuna - aU(l llo P e to «** latter place by the 

I *° th r KinR Theodoru * to-day. apprizing him of mv departure for his 

ta *th ht bv thT^ndTf No^h^ mWt mU 0n m - V UrriVit * at 1 »ope to 

. ,l l, r r °fr i n0 nc '^ 8 of an 7 “nportance to communicate save that the King had 
ITn, ,r > ? J, il >0r \ n *J}° mo I lth of August, on account of some plot said to liavfbeen 
V ?d !itv ? I* h( 'l'"V hi 7J OT thro ™? ott ‘ ,liH allegiance to the Crown; that His 
Majphila. UW 80lZ0( t l ° ddl,K l uent and *>ok him back with him as prisoner to 

v . . f/ *° n 'l M,r ! a days ago cholera broke out at Massowah and its 

v lcinity, and numerous deaths arc taking place daily from its effects. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


No. 291. 

Colonel Stanton to the Karl of Clarendon.—(Received November 28.) 
(Separate.) ' 

My Lord, ... , Alexandria, November 18, 1865. 

500 di»lhi£ V which 1»h lT r 7? - VOUr Lor J ,shi P that a 8Um of money, amounting to 
7, dot lorn, which had been sent by my predecessor, Sir It. <i Oohiuhoun K C n 

™" ' , r }™‘l^man’oF the French lol^tSS b S at 

Of 1 rJf l U ‘ r U( an ’ !? r . the l mr P° He °1 Ix'ing forwarded on to Abyssinia for the ’use 

ImvimrV ltW * a f, l T ! n tbat . t10 . lmtr > T ’ ,ias ,M ** M returned to me by that gentleman he 
1 laving been unable to transmit it to Abyssinia. gvnueman, ne 

l T hci ' n t>Uu r l to m y in the Bank of Egypt, and I heir vour 

inPnrif’r ln ' S riU ’ tl0lLS ** If tl ‘ t> mannt ‘ r which it is to be disposed of. The equfvalent 
m English money, as per Banker’s statement, is 102/. 11s. id. equivalent 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Minute. 

Sir R. Colquhoun askod privately for information. 
November 28, 1865. 


A. L. C. 


No. 292. 

Sir R. Colquhoun to Mr. C oles. 

My dear 8ir, Edinburgh, November 29, 1865. 

COLONEL MEREWETHER of Aden requested me to transmit to the 
Abyssinian and Egyptian Frontier near Metemma 100/. in Spanish dollars, which I 
did through the French Agent. It was not an official affair, out done at the request 
of Cameron. 

Colonel Merewether remitted to mo the equivalent of 500 dollars in 107/. on 
London. 

The above dollars having been returned, as not deliverable, to Colonel Stanton, ho 
has simply to advise Colonel Merewether thereof, holding the group at his disposal, or 
sending it to Aden by the Peninsular and Oriental boats, as he may direct. 

I leave Edinburgh on Friday for York and Lincolnshire, and hope to be in Loudon 
about the middle of next week. 

We are in the midst of fogs, rain, rinderpest, and lawyers, plagues worse than those 
of Egypt, but I would give much for a blink of Egypt’s sunshine. 

I am slowly regaining strength from two smart attacks of cholerine 1 had in the 
north. 

Ever, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


No. 293. 

Mr. Hamilton to Mr. Hammond.—(Received December 1.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers , Whitehall , November 30, 1865. 

IN reply to Earl Clarendon’s letter of the 15th instant, I am commanded by the 
I»rds Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you that the Paymaster 
General has been authorized to pay to Mr. Lenox-Conyngham, Chief Clerk of the 
Foreign Office, the sum of 2,000/., on account of expenses attending the Mission of 
Mr. Palgrave to Abyssinia to effect the release of Mr. Consul Cameron.* 

I am, &c. 

(8igned) GEO. A. HAMILTON 


No. 294. 

Mr. Murray to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 31.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 2, 1865. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon’ to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch marked Separate, of the 18th ultimo, + requesting instructions respecting a 
sum of money amounting to 500 dollars, which hail been sent by your predecessor, 
Sir R. G. Colquhoun, to the care of M. Gamier, First Dragoman of the French 
Consulate General in Egypt, at that time in the Soudan, for the purpose of being 
forwarded on to Abyssinia for the use of the British captives in that country, but 
which has beeh returned to you by that gentleman, he having been unable to transmit 
it to Abyssinia. 

I am to state to you in reply, that Sir R. Colquhoun has been communicated with 
on the subject, and that he states that Colonel Merewether liegged him, at the request 
of Captain Cameron, to transmit to the Abyssinian and Egyptian frontier, near 
Matemma, 100/. in Spanish dollars, and that Colonel Merewether lias remitted to him 
the equivalent in sterling of 500 dollars by a hill for 107/. on London. 

Sir R. Colquhoun says that the dollars in question having been returned to you, 
you have simply to advise Colonel Merewether of the fact, holding the money at his 
disposal, or sending it to Aden by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Packet Company’s 
boats, as he may direct. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


• Received, sod lodged at Drummond *, December I, 1865. 
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No. 295. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 


UI. 

¥ ITA Vi? .11 . ... , Torcign Office , December 8, T865. 

, /Iw ? ^ /?* Wlth rpference to your despatch to Mr. Lnvard of 

Wth of October last Hurt I approve of the arrangements which you made with 
Mr. Rassam previously to his starting for Matenuna, for piscine M 
charge of the Consulate at Massowah , and signing to 
capacity at the rate of 200 rupees a month. 

I am, Ac. 

{Signed) CLARENDON. 


9m "LrtwHonGMetU,'' 

July 24. 1860. 

At the time of bla ap¬ 
pointment, Captain 
Cameron ati on the 
ahum of the Black 
Sea. from whence he 
arrived in En.land. 

Noe. 1860. and wae V n nt\a 

detained n this com. IN0 * 

try by order of the 

of Conml Cam 'ron'* Ca.e by Captain Daborou 9 h.—(R e erived D'canbn 20, 1865.) 

the arrifal of Mr 7 

, 8 »£ud W from W “byI. ., * CAPTAIN CAMERON was appointed Consul in Abyssinia June 24th, 1860 but 
iuua. did not arrive*at his post (Massowah) until early in 1862. * 


a, ®iT *****'** ?«*«*<* Her Majesty the Queen to the King of 

by order of Her Ma. Abywuniu,.Captain Cameron proceeded to Gondar, the capital where that Monarch 

Sltnf s c'T d,,i,,K 80 he - «*« from the Foreign (iC^n^^Thc 

SSSto ofAJ^SSl? ° n 0,1 < ' XCUn,l °" ,Ut ° the COUnt, y of the B( >S” S - » oortherr 


< y . C rr^;i Z TlliS d<,|Bycd his aTriTOl at K “S Theodore's Court untU July, 1862. 

never foreigner re- __ 

S3w. nf u!. n 3 delivered hi* presents to the King, Consul Cameron, foUowing the example 

page 23 . p^cocssor,, contlnuixl to reside with the Court. 

n , Th< ’ Kin «' * K ' in K most anxious to obtain the support of England, sent throu*’ 
refund to .bu„. Captain Cameron, an autograph lotto, to llor Majesty the Vueen. This letter Const 

^““ er0 " *?° k | ,lmr R e °. r ; * lut <> n W* way to the coast he was stopped in Tigrt! by 
reb< 1 chief, and compelled to take refuge in the sanctuary of Axuin, from whence'l, 
dcRpatclicd the etter to Massowah. This caused great delay in the transmission of th. 
letter, »Inch did not reach this country until February 1866. 


S«t"Standard’* nrw». 

J aper. IWnibrr 23. 
864. 

Sea Brke'a pampblrt, 
pagr 16, and •• Man- 
dard,” December 23, 

1864. 

Letter* from prisoner. 
In Abyaa ma. 

Many prtvata lettsra 
from Consul Carnet on 
to Mine effect. 

See Bekc'i pamphlet, 
pp. 26. 29. and 30. 
See Earl Rums.:'. de- 
patch in •• 1 ""don 
Gaaette," Oct. .II laai. 
Private letter* of Con- 
•ul Cameron, and alao 
papers prevented to 
Houae »f Lorda. * 

See Bckc'a pamphlet, 

PH* SS* 


Mm? months appeor to have elapsed before any notice was taken of this letter 
and lUmm that Consul Cameron, and other British subjects were detained in prison i 
not altogether yet chiefly u]»on that account; for a pencilled note fitnu Captain Cameror 
bearing date February 14, 1864, was received in‘this country May 25, EEL 
these MordH appear:— No release until civil answer to King’s letter arrives.” 


Alter forwnnling his despatches and being released from Axum, Consul Camen 
proceeded into the country of the Bogus, for the purpose of inquiring into some alleci 
iggressions on the part of the Governor of the adjoining Egyptian province of Tak 
and to reconcile rival ohiefs, acting as he believed in accordance' with his instructions. 


Iu the month of July, 1863, Consul Cameron, having returned from the northern 
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frontier, rejoined the King. About this time a material change took place in their 

mutual relations. c«»ii OMMia'i pri- 

rota letter. >f Mk to 
■■MdShrt. 

The first intelligenoe of this altered relation reached England through the Paris v. Bek.’* i*«pkw«. 
newspapers, Deoemher 1863, in which it was announced, in the foUowing words, that iw.- 

“ The Emperor Theodore of Abyssinia had gained a victory over the papulation of bar is, ins. 
Godjam. The Emperor is reported to have ordered the massacre of 15,000 prisoners, 
men, women, and children. He is also stated to have had the English Consul arrested, 

and to have set the French Consul at liberty.” , _ 

By letters received from the missionaries and Consul Cameron it appears that in Tg”*— ,l " 
January, 1864, the Consul was placed in leg chains, weighing twenty pounds, in which 
state he has l>een kept ever since. 

It would appear that lor many months no steps whatever were taken to procure 
the release of Her Majesty's representative and his fellow-prisoners from their cruel and WM known m Kn«. 
ignominious bondage. It was not until 1864 that Mr. Rassam was sent with a reply Jg. £*»•; 
to the King’s letter, and lie arrived at Massowah in August 1864, Where he remained d»t«i M.y 26 , 
until August 1865, when he received an invitation from King Theodore to visit liis ^ 

Court. Upon which he came to Egypt.it has been stated, for instructions. He lett u„u.e u r Loni*. 
Egypt en route to Abyssinia towards the end of October last. Captain Cameron writes, 
in a private letter dated 14th July. 1865, “ Rassam’s three letters came up a few .lavs “flETLl" 
since; if he does not come up here now, after having got leave, it may cost us our pr «nouj time by m. 

lives.” ' " ,ttrn w E,ypt 

Captain Cameron’s family have from the first been most anxious that an English 
gentleman of some status in*the country should be sent on a Mission to Abyssinia, 
with the object of obtaining the release of the prisoners. They have taken the liberty 
of urging their views upon the Government, suggesting the name of a gentleman who 
is in every way adapted to fulfil the duties required from one intrusted with so delicate 
a Mission—viz., Lieutenant-General Sir M llliam Coghlan, K.C.B., who has been 
successfully employed by the Government of India, in negotiating with Asiatic 
princes, and who has on several occasions expressed his readiness to undertake such a by ord „ 0 f Her m.- 
Mission. From the great delay and small results attending Mr. Rnasam’s efforts, and Mr 
from the doubts they feel as to his ultimate success. Captain Cameron’s relations now 
venture to urge their anxious desire that the Government may lie prepared to send 
out another Mission without any delay, should Mr. Rassam fail in obtaining the release 

of the captives. . ^_ . 

(Signed) L. DKSBOROUGIT, Late Captain, 94 th Regiment , 

Brother-in-law to Comml Cameron. 


Sro MlmioauW 
letter*. 


Tb« fitcl of tb« Con- 
•ul'a imprisonment 
wu known In En*. 
Unit. Dec. 16. 186.'. 
Her Mnjroty’n letter 
mi dnted May 26, 
1864. 

Sm paper, prevented l« 
IIoimo of Lord.. 

He lo*t nenrly, if not 
quite, three mouth* of 
prectou. time by hi* 
return to Egypt. 


See papere presented 
to the Houto of Lord, 
by order of Her M«- 

My- 


Extracts from Private Letters received from Consul Cameron. 

First, dated January 28, 1866: 

“ 1 was chained in January last (1864) after having asked to go to my post, and 
begged the King to send Stern and Rosenthal out of the country,” &e. 

The King chained me because the Government had sent no answer to his letter. 
He has sent me word repeatedly that he has nothing against me.” 

“ Myself and people were tortured with Stem and Rosenthal, lest wo should 
encourage them not to implicate the Bishop in their allairs, as the King wished to 

extort something against him. . 

“ Our treatment has lx*en harsh in the extreme; we were chained by the legs 
with heavy irons,* and kept all the winter in an old tom tent, on an allowance of a few 
handfuls of peas.” 

On 14th July, 1866, he writes,— 

« The King said repeatedly that he had nothing personally against him. 

“ He chained me because I had not obtained him a letter. 

“ We were chained hand and feet on the 4th July.” 


Minute. 


This was placed in my hands this morning by Captain Desborough, who to my 
great surprise complained that proper means were not taken by the Government for the 
liberation of Mr. Cameron, and upon my asking for explanation, he said, that he and 
Mr. Cameron’s family distrusted Mr. Rassam, who, they had every reason to believe, 
had telegraphed the news of Mr. Cameron’s liberation, knowing it to be false, and for 

* In other letter h» utet/chnio. weighing 20 lb«. 
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ZteSfi jg^- L 9if ^ was. in Captain 

unremitting in his exertions to procure tUoT*!* 6 * iat Russel] had been 

the best advice, and taken the belt mcarwinU ° f Mr I C ? n,oron ’ tbat he acted on 
family to blame him for want of success w a « Tmv the dis P 08iti °n of the 
multiplying agents would only make th^Kin* ^ alL f * UD j uat * That 
Government officer were sent to him ho n m(,re alive to our anxiety, and that if a 

a Consul, and would treat him in the same w-lv ^ Vl' t l ^ *“?* * ^ reater P rize tJ ian 
without being of advantage to Mr CWi3 u 5S?®"- 1 a «d that this, 

unfortunatj, atfair, and create fr^i em^meX^hc °° m J dicate «>* 

___ c. 


No. 297. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Layard.-(Received December 23.) 

8ir, 

I HAVE the honour to report tliat I dispatehod ir.»r MnC??™' n . rcmbeT *• *865. 
to Mtusowah on the 22nd ultimo. She returned this mortoni 8 , * 1 te " m 7 “ Victoria " 
from Mr. Rnssam. Ordinary tiding of the party were that tlfevw™?* n ° letU ‘™ 
arid expected to reach Matemma on the 27tfi Novemlw^r * a progressing well, 

"“'iST “ “ | -" 1 .. ■i»ti,TK„XS'on,™ 

r .1 2 u Th . e F!\ cml , intWli R™<'« from Abyssinia, m given bv M 
of the British Consulate at Massowah, is to the effect that "f, * n f f< ' r > , ln rhargo 

Magdala. Mueh troubled hy the rebels who (wtl* ! K 8 T, ™’ d ? rU8 is still at 
of the Walloo toil Ins. 1, IU( bin i rapr80 ^bv her "ns Y° rkeit> the 

too mueh, and boom* the Win, dld Z hkeCntr^^iT^ sU ‘‘ ‘“•rself 

in the hands of the rebel Tudla Gwalou. He is heLi;,,?“ ‘ “ wo ““ D - Gtxljam is 

well spoken of bv all. The two Gobezv's AV»»L I. ^ nnce °f the country and 

and W-alMt, 

Matemma ifdTe wbhH^/r^tj^ini to*Wsdt iTaisdak* 18 W ° UW ,mTe to 80 himself to 

alxiut tb!lwth > of*Dt^^^r.^ , The^‘* f VU,tori^’’ a wi , n , ^c^^ U ^ * «-«- - Massowah 

No communications had been received fronUhe ei",t,Ves 1 about tIlat time ' 

I have, &c. 

__(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 298. 

Colonel Stanton to Mr. Lay ard.—(Received December 25.) 

My dear Sir, . 

THE inclosed letter from Colonel Merewether* has iusVlUw^ l3 J l 86 * 
nothing to add to the infonnation it contains No intellifLim V n m< ’ an< ! * * ,av ® 
having reached me. and I f,»r we clZiZr ofto ^Sfo^me^e? ^ ^ 
1 trust the remark in Colonel Merewether’s letter L oT ♦ h . v ; • to oonie - 

should he wish to visit Roasam to visit Matwlfik n»v , * » r c ? mjn 8 to Matemma 
little chance of so fcvoumbi?“^ir»%^X ttirto m“ tV™ ^ “ 
la r'.V as it np,wars the rebels are still in the fieldIt 21 *“m, partiou- 
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.. . I . r * arnv ^ in Kgj pt some time since is still here, he luts informed me 

Ins intention is to proceed to Massowah and from thence try to reach Adowu • he talks 
of jmxwdmg m about a week. I informed him I feared his journey nuSt interfcw! 

s ■*' b “” " ii1 ..*»wta 

Beheve me, &c. 

(Signed) EDWl). STANTON. 

Minutes. 

I was told last week by TCaptain Deeborough?] that Rassam telegraphed therehw 
of Mr. Cameron, knowing the information was false. Ask Colonel S if he has anv 
reason to suspect that such was the case. 

December 24, 1865. ^ 

THA.rVu/'rT" 1 'flesraphed from Suer to Colonel Stanton on the 6th of September 
looo, that Consul Cameron had been relcawnl. 

riiat statement was founded on a report made to Mr. Raaaam by one of his 
me«8engt‘rs who liad returned from King Theodore, and who said as follows 

ia ^ i«r *i ^ Sa , mUel f nd ^ , Ju ^ d(b * the General-in-chief, to accompany 
us to the Consul and have him released before us, and then we could inform you that 
we had seen him liherated.t J 

“ After the Consul was released la-fore us, we wished to obtain a letter from him for 
>°u, but Samuel told us that it was impossible without an order from the King, and as 
® , by . llis to depart immediately the Consul was released ; we 

The 12tiTrf A,^805.^° “gurney, and arrived at Maaaowah on 

Mr. Rnssam saw Colonel Stanton at Alexandria on the Oth Septemlx-r, and then 

doEdt^V? ve ex l ,la,,1< d that he understood rt-leased to mean, that Cameron was not 
(u.tained in irons, and was, in fact, merely unshackled. 

Colonel Merewether wrote on the 12th of September 1WS5,§ that ho had received 
intimation from Mr. Belmonte, a Roman Catholic Miaaionary at Maaaowah, that 
Mr Camenm.tlu'E'ii-liHl, Consul, was not releaaed; that “ five days after the departure 
of the \ ictona Captam Cameron a servant urriv.sl and p<*itively asserted that not 
only is Captam Cameron not releaaed, but he still has fettere on his legs, which compel 
lum to remain m a sitting posture.’* * 11 

Mr. Bassam, in a letter to Mr. layard of the 2»th of September 1866,11 says •— 

I was never so surprised as I liave l«-en in finding that the report of the release 
of the messengers was false . I cannot think why those two messengen, (whom I 
had sent up with my third letter to the King) invent^ that lie. . . l seut them up 

expressly to find out why Theodorus did not answer me, and, if [mssihle, to bring me a 

thmo d,d .^ th T to tfy an, ‘ lmv< ' the fettem of the prisoners taken off 

through the instrumentality of some mlluential officers at the King's Court, and for this 

I gave them some money to buy presents with beforehand. . . I cannot for the 

[‘"I*!" 1 plu “ sh nif i n " •«> fabrteated the false news, as it may do the prisoners some 
injury. . Not only I got Pndeaux to write down their statements in my prew-nee- 

an “ l ' mmK " inta ^ They 

Foreign Office, December 28, 1865. ^ q STEPNEY 

I send you copies of the various private letters received by Rassam from Cameron 
which will show you the difficulties in which Rassam was placed. ’ 

I also send a Memorandum* which will show upon what Rassam's telegram 
announcing Cameron s release was founded. 

Dec t ”,ber 29. 1865. __ A. H. LA YARD. 

These papers give little hope that Itossam will be successful, and I doubt the 
prisoners being released in any other way than by death. 

December 31, 1865. ’ * n 

• No. 230. f Iocloturc 7 in No. 259. { No. 249. 

r . a i 5 Not in Foreign Office archive*. 
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No. 299. 

Mr. Her Islet to Mr . La yard.—(Received January II.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January II, 1866. 

IN obedience to your orders, I bet; to place on record tne purport of a letter I 
have bad lent to me for perusal, with permission to make any use of jt I might think 
proper. It is from Dr. Beke to Mr. Purday (father-in-law of Mr. Stern), and dated 
“ Cairo, December 20th, 1H05.” 

'flic passages I mentioned to you were as follow:— 

M Whilst awaiting the arrival of the Marseilles mail, uow overdue, I begin my 
letter for the steamer of next week, by acquainting you with the substance of a very 
curious conversation 1 have had this morning with Mr. Palgrave. He tells me tliat he 
lias seen the instructions given by the Foreign Office to Mr. Hussain, and that they are 
restricted t*> the release of Consul Cameron. He addtsl that if Hussain aueceedwl in 
bringing away Cameron, he would l>e quite content to leave the missionaries to their 
fate. Now, if this lx* true, the Jew Society and Lord Shaftesbury have been deceived 

by tin* ForeL u Office.I do not see any harm in your communicating this 

to Mr. Goodhart (or Reichardt) if you think proper, specially as Mr. Palgmve did not 
speak to me at all in eontidenee, and l believe he has told the same thing to others, 
liow far he is to 1 m* relied on I will not pretend to say, hut his communication ap|x*ared 
to lx* made bond fide.” 

Dr. Hoke then stated that Mr. Palgrave told him that both yourself and 
Mr. Rassam hud a personal dislike to Mr. Stem ; and he then went on to say, “ Before 
dismissing the subject of Mr. Palgrave, I must add that he told me that when 
Earl Russell sent for him, and desired him to go out, he made it a condition (as is not 
unusual) that ho should draw up his own instructions. In these, lu* says, he expressly 
provided for the liberation of all the captives; and, in fact, lie made it a condition that 
all British subjects and all persons under British protection should heat liberty to leave 
the country. Palgrave added that when he tix>k these instructions into the Foreign 
Office to be nut into an official form, Layard objected to them, hut-that he (Palgrave) 
insisted on them, as having been approvt»d by Lord Russell, and so carried the day 
against the Under Secretary.” 

“ Palgrave tells me tliat lie is being kept on here with the pay of 100/. per month, 
and he expects to remain till Lord Russell finds him something else to do, as the two 
together have been placed in a false jx>sition by Layard and Rassam. lie says he has 
written to several of his friends, the editor of the * Pall Mall Gazette * among the 
number, requesting them not to agitate the Abyssinian imestion, or, if they do, not to 
bring his name up. He does not w ish to increase the difficulties of Government; hut 
he hinted, rather significantly, tliat under certain circumstances (tliat. is, if Lord 
Russell does not do something for him), ho might lx* a thorn in their side.” 

Dr. Beke then observes to Mr. Purday, M I think that before, or soon after, the 
meeting of Parliament, you or Captain Desliorough might be able to inserve 
Lord Chelmsford, Sir Hugh Cairns, or Mr. Whiteside with some of the particulars thus 
stated to you. 1 imagine it w ill not be long before they bring the matter to the notice 
of both Houses.” 

“ Tliere is still no news from Rassam, and I do not expect he will ever do any¬ 
thing. Do not fear for me. I am far more anxious than you or any one else can be 
that I should get on, as the character of my Mission and of myself are at stake. . . . 
Let the Jews’ Society know the facts I have told you about Hassum’s instructions for 
their guidance. If they choose to act on the knowledge, well and good; if not, it will 
be their own fault.” 

I beg to nqieut tliat the letter from which the alxive extracts were taxon was 
placed in my hands by Mr. Purday, with full permission to make any use of it I thought 
proper; in fac* in tLe hoix* that I would make its contents known. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD HERT8LET. 
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No. 300. 

Lord Dujferin to Mr. Layard.—(Received January 13.) 

8ir, India Office, January 12, 1866. 

WITH reference to the letter from the Foreign Office of the 12th May, 1866, I 
am directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council, to forward to you copy of a 
letter from the Government of India, with inclosores, containing a statement of charges 
incurred on account of Mr. H. Raasam’s Mission to Massowah and Abyssinia for 1861-6, 
amounting to 10,685 rupees 6 annas 5 pice; and I have to request that the sum of 
1,908/. 10#. 10</., being the equivalent of the above amount, may be transferred to the 
credit of the Secretary of State in Council of India at the Hank of England. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) DUFFERIN. 

Minutes. 

There, is no doubt that this must be paid (and I presume it is properly charge¬ 
able on the Consular vote); but as it is a birge sum, and only part of what will Is* 
sfjent, should not the Treasury be consulted ? 

January 29, 1866. J. MURRAY. 

Yes. 

February 16, 1866. C. 

InclosurcN to Treasury, October 30, 1806. 

No. 301. 

The Earl of Clarendon lo Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 2. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 18, 1866. 

A LETTER addressed by I)r. Boko to Mr. Furday, the father-in-law of Dr. Stern, 
and dated from Cain) the 20th ultimo, has boon shown to a member of this Office, to 
whom permission was at the same time given to make such use of it as he thought 
proper. 

In accordance with his duty, that officer immediately laid before me the following 
Minute in regard to the statements made by Dr. Boko:— 

“ The passages in Dr. Boko’s letter were as follow : 

“ ‘ Whilst, awaiting the arrival of the Marseilles mail, now overdue, I begin my 
letter for the steamer of next w«*ek by acquainting you with the substance of a very 
curious conversation I have bad this morning with Mr. Palgrave. lie tells me that he 
has soon the instructions given by the Foreign Office to Mr. Ransom, and that they are 
restricted to the release of Captain Cameron, lie added, that if Kassatn succeeded in 
bringing away Cameron he would be quite content to leave the missionaries to their 
fate. Now if this 1 m* true, the Jew Society and Lord Shaftesbury have been deceived 
by the Foreign Office. 

“ ‘ I do not see any harm in your communicating this to Mr. Goodhart (or 
lteiebardt) if you think proper, especially as Mr. Palgrave did not s|M*jik to me at all 
in confidence, anil I believe he lias told the same thing to others, llow far he is to be 
relied upon 1 will not pretoud to suy, but bis communication appeared to be nuulc bond 
fide: 

“ l)r. Beke then stated that Mr. Palgrave bad told him that Mr. Layard and 
Mr. Hussain had a personal dislike to Mr. Stem, and he then went on to say: 

*• 4 Before dismissing the subject of Mr. Palgrave, I must add that be told metliat 
when Earl Russell sent for him and desired him to go out, be made it a condition (as 
is not unusual) that he should draw up bis own instructions. In these (be says) he 
expressly provided for the liberation of all the captives; and in fact he made it a 
condition tliat all British subjects and all persons under British protection should be at 
liberty to leave the country. Palgrave added, that when he took these instructions 
into tlie Foreign Office to Ik? put into an official form Layard objivted to them; but 
that he, Palgrave, insisted on them as having lK?en approved by Earl Russell, and so 
carried the day against the Under Secretary. 

“ ‘ Palgrave tells me that lie is being on here at 100/. a month, and he expects 
to remain till Lord Russell finds him something else to do, as the two together have 
been placed in a false position by Layard and Rassam. He says he has written to 
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several of his friends—the Editor of “ The Pall Mall Gazette ” amongst the number, 
requesting them not to agitate the Abyssinian question, or if they do, not to bring his 
name up. He does not wish to increase the difficulties of Government, but he hinted 
rather significantly tliat undc*r certain circumstances (that is if Lord Russell does not 
do something for iiim) he might be a thorn in their side.* 

“ Dr. Beke then oliscrves to Mr. Purday: 

44 4 1 think that before or soon after the meeting of Parliament., you or Captain 
Desborough might be able to inserve Lord Chelmsford, Sir Hugh Cairns, or Mr. White- 
side, with some of the particulars thus stated to you. I imagine it will not be long 
before they bring the matter to the notice of both Houses. 

44 4 Then? is still no news from Rassam, and I do not export he will ever do 
anything. Do not fear for me, I am far more anxious than you or any one else can be 
that I should get on, as the character of my mission and of myself are at stake . . . 

Let the Jews’ Society know the facts I have told you about Rassam’s instructions, for 
their guidance. If they choose to net on the knowledge well and good; if not, it will 
lie their own fault.* ” 

The statements thus made by Dr. Beke necessarily require immediate investigation, 
and I have to instruct you to call upon Mr. Palgrave for an explanation in writing in 
regard to those statements. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


Minutes. 

I forgot till late last night that the mail for Egypt goes to-day, and I have not 
been able therefore to send for your Lordship’s previous approval a* draft to Stanton 
about Beke and Palgrave; hut I have agrml with lanyard to send an once for your 
signature the accompanying despatch, which he and I think contains what you wish 
said, without giving Palgrave a handle to- make any observation on your demand for 
explanation. 

January 18, 1866. ,T. M. 

I think it will answer the purpose very well. Lord Russell should see it if ho is 
in town, or there is time to send it to him. 

January 18, 1866, , C. 

Lord Russell has seen and approves. 

J. M. 


No. 302. 

Mr. Purday to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 22.) 

My I#)rd, January 22, 1866. 

YOUR Lordship liaving kindly promised to inform me whether Mr. Rassarn’s 
instructions include the release of the missionaries in Abyssinia, and tx*ing anxious to 
know this fact in consequence of Mrs. Stern’s anxiety on the subject, I have token the 
liberty to remind your Lordship of the promise given to me al>out a fortnight since. 

1 have had other letters from Dr. Beke, who says that no tidings have come to 
hand of either Mr. Itassam or the captives up to the 6th instant at Suez. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) C. H. PURDAY. 


No. 303. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Purday. 

8 ir, Foreign Office, January 22 , 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of this day’s date, inquiring whether the instructions given to Mr. Rassam include the 
[73] 3 Z 
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release of the missionaries in Abyssinia, and I am to state to you in reply, that 
Mr. Rassam was distinctly desired to ask for the release of the missionaries; but inas¬ 
much as Her Majesty’s Government have no right to make authoritative demands on 
foreign Powers in flavour of any but British subjects, Mr. Rassam was cautioned 
against making his request on behalf of foreigners in an authoritative manner, such as 
ho would be entitled to do on behalf of subjects of Ifer Majesty. As Mr. Rassam's 
general instructions, however, enjoin him to see that all the prisoners on whose 
account so much interest is necessarily excited are set free. Lord Clarendon cannot 
doubt that no exertion will 1m* Hjiared by him to secure this object, the more especially 
as Mr. liassam was desired to present to King Theodore a letter from the Queen, in 
which Her Majesty graciously expressed her expectation that the King would dismiss 
Captain Cameron, and any other Europeans who may desire it, from his Court; and 
would afford them every assistance and protection on their journey to the destination 
to which they desire to proceed. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 304. 

Lord Dufferin to Mr. Layard.—[Received January 26.) 

Sir, India Office, January 25, 1866. 

WITH reference to Mr. Melvill’s letter of the 31st August last, on the subject of 
the grant made by this office to the late Mr. Barroni, I am directed by Sir Charles 
Wood to forward to you for the information of Lord Clarendon, copy of a letter received 
from the Government of Bombay, forwarding a communication from the Political 
Resident at Aden, suggesting the source from which the Foreign Office might remit 
to him the sum of 840 dollars for payment to the brother of the late M. Barroni. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) DUFFER1N. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 304. 

The Government of Bombay to Sir C. Wood. 

8ir, Bombay Castle , November 30, 1865. 

WLTn reference to the concluding paragraph of your despatch No. 21 dated the 
17th August last, we have the honour to forward, for the consideration of Her Majesty’s 
Government, the accompanying cony of a communication, dated the 14th October last, 
No. 150, from the Political Resident at Aden, suggesting the source from which the 
Foreign Office might remit to him the the sum of 840 dollars for jwiyment to the brother 
of the late Mr. Barroni. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERE. 

B. H. ELLIS. 

C. J. EIISKINE. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 304. 

Extract from Political Despatch to Bombay, dated August 17, 1865. 

A COMMUNICATION will be made to the Foreign Office, with a view to steps 
being taken to recover the sum in question from the Rozam Mokana, who is stated to 
have appropriated it. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 304. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Secretary to Government , Bombay. 

8ir * TV ^ October 14, 1865. 

12% a< know lodging the receipt of Government Resolution dated 28th September, 

with accompaniment, 1 have the honour to point out, in reference to the concluding 
paragraph ot the Right Honourable the Secretary of State’s Letter of the 17th August, 
that the money, 840 dollars, which belonged properly to the late Mr. Barroni was 
apprepnated by the Kaimakam, Perteu Effendi, under the impression that it belonged 
o C aptain Cameron, m part payment of a sum of inonev due by that officer to the 

^nTk^t at’ l Mal™h. S “ mC ““ **** * that ,0 C*pWn 

.. £ Vl d 7‘ he * circumstances it is suited that the simplest plan would Ik> for 
Tc ZTcT' • T -, 10 the 8um . of8l ° out of any funds there may ho 

t SC “ ~* p ‘ 1 “• ..* “ 

... 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Minutes. 

I think under all the circumstances connected with Captain Cameron, and in 
our necessary ignorance on what account the Turk advanced money to him, l should 
not claim this money from the Porte, however irregular the course the Turk took to 
obtain repayment. 

I recommend that the money lie repaid to the India Office out of Consular funds 
and charged in the first instance against Captain Cameron; leaving it to be ascertained 
hereafter whether he should really Im* called upon to pay it. Sooner or Inter there 
must be a general settlement of Cameron’s money transactions; and the question whether 
be is liable for this sum or not should stand over till then. 

January 28, 1866. £. HAMMOND. 


Under the circumstances, this seems the best course to take. 

January 28, 1866. q 


Memorandum by Mr. Hertslet respecting Money borrowed by Captain Cameron from the 

Turkish Kaimakam at Massowah. 

IN February 1804, M. Musurus, the Turkish Minister at th&Court[ drew^rd 
Russell s attention, in a private note,* to the fact that certain merchants at Massowah 
„ 1 len t money to Captain Cameron, on the responsibility of the Turkish Kaimakam, 
Perteu Effendi, and that it hail not Immui repaid. From this note, Consul Cameron 
appears to have required the money for his journey to Gondar, and that the sum ho 
asked for was 2,190 “ talaris ” (alxmt 400/ ?), for which he offered to pay 24 per cent 
per month; but he appears to have succeeded in getting it lent to * him, through 
the kindness of Perteu Effendi for four months, without the payment of any interest 
whatever. * 

Mr* ^ alker. Captain Cameron’s \ ice-Consul at Massowah, appears to have Arrowed 
32o tala ns at the same time, but as only 115 talaris were repaid by Mr. Walker, and 
400 by Captain Cameron, the merchants who lent the money, after waiting a year and 
a half, demanded repayment of the same from Perteu Effendi, with inter^t at the rate 
ofSO per cent, per annum for the entire peri-xl. The Kaimakam, however, arranged the 
affair by consenting to allow interest at the rate of 2J percent, per month for six months 
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which made the joint debt of Captain Cameron and Mr. Walker amount to 2,330 

tularin. lt J _ _ 

They were accordingly both trailed upon for an explanation on the subject; and the 

latter replied as follows :* ... 

“ Captain Cameron on his departure to his post via Aden, being unacquainted with 
Massowah, omitted taking the necessary precaution of appointing an Agent there, 
through whom he could negotiate his bills. On his departure to the interior of Abys¬ 
sinia he was under the neoi'ssity of borrowing a loan from the Governor of Massowuh 
to prosecute his journey; the exact sum 1 do not accurately know, as 1 was not officially 
made acquainted with the transaction (but from lnnrsay) 1 believe it amounted to 400/. 

“ Captain Cameron left me in charge of the Consulate; a private agreement existing 
lietween us that I should receive 150/. per annum for my services, ami 50/. for the 
contingent expenses of the Consulate, which sum Captain Cameron authorized me from 
time to time to draw from the Governor of Massowah, making an agreement to that 
effect with his Excellency till an arrangement was made to negotiate his hills through 
a Partus* at Aden; writing at the same time to Mr. Hertslet, his Agent in the Foreign 
Office, to honour my hills. Not receiving any letters from England and being utterly 
without funds, I was compelled to take advantage of this agreement. 

“ On iny departure to Tripoli 1 received a letter from Mr. Hcrtalet, authorising me 
to draw on him for the al>ove-mcntioned sum; hut hnving repaid myself from the Pasha, 
1 informed Mr. Hertslet of the fact. The sum of 115 dollars I reimbursed to the 
Governor from time to time, out of money arriving for Consul Cameron \tor Banian 
ships from Aden. I must beg to inform your Lordship that I was not aware that the 
various loans lent by the; Pasha, were borrowed from the Banians of the Island, but 
was under the impression it was from the Governor’s privy purse.” 

Upon the docket of this despatch the following memorandum appears : 

“This seems to exonerate Mr. Walker, but not Captain Cameron, and it may be a 
question whether his official allowances should not l>c nuule to meet the debt.” 

This mu in April 18<54, and no salary was issued on Captain Cameron’s account 
between 1st Septemlwr, 1864, and October 1805, but at the last-mentioned date, two 
quarters were issued, on application, to meet certain expenses, hut there is still a large 
sum (upwards of 1,800/.) duo to him up to December 1805. 

In consequence of his imprisonment, he has been unable to reply to I»rd Bussell’s 
despatch (if lie ever received it), and l therefore think it only right that I should place 
on record wliat 1 know of the hurts of the case. 

1 have on many occasions sent sums of money to Aden for Captain C ameron s use: 
for instance, in 1802, 1 sent 100/. ; in 1803, 850/. ; and in 1864, 200/.; hut I doubt 
whether he ever received that sent in 1803 and 1801. 


As noon as l heard of his imprisonment, 1 wrote to Colonel Mcrewether at Aden 
to request that ho would send him any money that ho might require; to which Colonel 
Merew ether replied as follows :— 

“ I am glad to he able to tell you that your wishes have in a measure lieen antici¬ 
pated, for J some time liack wrote to llassam, authorizing him to cash any drafts 
Captain Cameron might wish to druw either before or after his liberation. 

“ All debts should certainly bo paid off, and the amount can Ik* adjusted hereafter. 

“Some of the moneyt you sent was appropriated by one of the creditors, lVrteu 
Effendi, tho old Turkish Knimakam at Massowah, hut a considerable sum still remains 


unpaid. 

“This letter cannot ho taken notice of until Cameron’s release.” 

I bog also to state that in October last I received a letter from Captain Cameron, 
dated “ Mngdnln Prison, July It, 18(55,” in which he offered the following explanation 
of the reason why he had been unable to discharge the debt to the Fa-ha :— 

“ 1 am extremely anxious to know whether the Pasha of Massowah 1ms l>oen paid 
the money I obtained through him for my iirst journey to Abyssinia. I intended to 
have brought enough money down with me to meet this, if it had not !>eon sent to 
Massow ah from England, as if everything hod gone right, the (Inffat Ihirojieans w ould 
hnvo given me all their savings, 500/. or 600/., so that 1 might have arranged the 
matter without troubling you. 

“ Perhaps the Pasha lias reported me for not paying him; if so, I beg you will 
inform th» authorities of the Foreign Office, that I Wrote to him, begging him to take 

* No. 22. | J . 

f < Juerw, 620 dolUrs. See Colonel Merewothor’* Letter to I*di* (fflire. of December 19, 1S64; ioclosed 
in their Letter to tho Foreign Offir* of Aug»»t 81, 1S65. Colonel Mcrewether Mates that the Kaimakam has 
also appropriated 840 dollars, wh<ch was sent to Massowah for tho late Mr. Ilarroni, under the impression that it 
belonged to CapUin Cameron.—/» /a fa OJici Letter of January 25, 1866. 
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all money that came for me from England, as I could get all 1 wanted through the 
Europeans here. This letter was tom up by my messenger, who was seised on the 
road a dav or two before Mr. Stem’s business.” 


nature 


It will be seen from the foregoing that the matter is one of a strictly private 
re; and I am sure I should only be carrying out Captain Cameron’s wishes if I 


settled the claim for him at once; and I beg therefore to announce that I am quite 
prepared to do so, and only await permission. 

Foreign Office, February 7, 1866. (Signed) E. HERTSLET. 


Minutes. 

I think that Mr. Hertslet should settle the matter as he suggests, subject to the 
general settlement which must some day take place of Consul Cameron’s accounts. 
February 20, 1866. 0. 


I quite agree in your view. Perteu Effendi had been most kind to Cameron, as 
he was afterwards to llassam, and it would be mean on our part to make him pay up 
the money. 

A. H. LAYARD. 

I have written to Colonel Merewether, and have authorised him to draw a Bill on 
me for 840 dollars, in settlement of this affair. 

February 27, 1866. E. HERTSLET. 

[BUI for 192/. 18s. advised April 11,1866.] 


No. 305. 


Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Treasury. 


Sir, 


Foreign Office , January 29, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you herewith, to be laid 
before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a letter from the 
India Office* inclosing a copy of a letter from the Government of India containing a 
statement of charges incurred during 1864 and 1865 on account of the Mission of 
Mr. llassam to the Court of Abyssinia, undertaken with a view to the liberation of the 
British captives in that country, and requesting that the amount, *.e., 1,968/. 10*. 10rf., 
may be paid to the credit of the Secretary of State for India at the Bank of England. 

And I am to request that you wiU move their Lordships to consider how this 
Special Service is to be paid, and to give directions thereon accordingly. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 306. 

Consul-General Bldridge to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 7.) 

(No. 4. Consular.) 

My Lord, Beyrout, January 20, 1866. 

WITH reference to Earl Russell's despatch No. 17 of the 27th of September lad, 
I have the honour to inform your Lordship that, during my recent visit to Jerusalem, 
I devoted much of my time to a careful investigation into Mr. Consul Moore’s pro¬ 
ceedings in regard to the Abysainians. 

In order fully to understand the whole question, I examined with much diligence the 
correspondence of Mr. Consul Finn on this subject from the year 1850 to the year 1862. 
I will not trouble your Lordship with lengthy extracts and copies, but simply give their 
ntunben and dates in the margin,! and will allude to such as necessity may require. 
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From this correspond once it appears that Mr. Finn repeatedly represented, both to 
the Foreign Office and to Her Majesty's Embassy, that, in order to afford to the 
Abyssinian* any efficient protection against their powerful enemies and oppressors, it 
would be necessary to procure their recognition by the Porte as foreigners, and as under 
British protection; foretelling) what has since occurred, that, unless this oould be done, 
they would be deprived of their property in Jerusalem in favour of the Copts, with 
whom the Turkish authorities persisted in treating them as identical, and obstinately 
denying the right of the English Consul to intervene in their affairs. 

On the other hand, 1 find that, in answer to these representations, Mr. Finn is 
referred by Earl Russell’s despatch No. 2 of May 29, 1862, to the original instructions 
of 1852, authorizing him to use his good offices for the protection of any Abyssinians 
who may chance to be in Jerusalem, as being members of a Christian church in spiritual 
communion with the Established Church of England; and Earl ltussell modifies this 
Authority by an injunction to use it with caution and prudence. Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador also, when appealed to by Mr. Finn, in June, 1862, declines to interim in 
the matter. 

As the despatch from the Embassy here referred to may not exist in the Archives 
of the Foreign Office, I have the honour to inclose a copy. 

Huch appears to have been the position of affairs when Mr. Moore succeeded 
Mr. Finn. In 1868, when the quarrel between the rival sects concerning the ow n er sh ip 
of the Abpssinian convent seems to have reached its culminating point, Mr. Moore 
attempted to use Ms gtHnl offices in behalf of the Abyssinians, with a view of pro¬ 
tecting them from spoliation and assisting in bringing about an amicable adjustment 
of the dispute; but on being met with the old objection that the Abyssinians arc 
Rayahs, and that he had no right to interfere, he did not consider himself justified in 
risking a compromise of his position by trying to sustain by official correspondence a 
right which he could not sulwtantiate, and took the prudent and cautious course of 
reporting the circumstances to his superiors, and awaiting further instructions should it 
be decided advisable to adopt more formal and energetic injures. 

In regard to the alleged influence of Mr. Moore’s conduct upon the treatment of 
British subjects in Abyssinia, I am more inclined to attribute any blame there may be 
to the injudicious seal of his predecessor, who, from his despatch No. 9 of June 22nd, 
1858, appears to have informed some Abyssinians of distinction who visited Jerusalem 
that their fellow-countrymen were, in this country, under Her Majesty’s gracious 
protection, and to have addressed a letter to the King of Abyssinia to the same effect. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) 8. JACKSON ELDRIHOfi. 


Inclosure in No. 306. 

Sir H. Bultrer to Consul Finn. 


Constantinople, July 3, 18$2. 

AS I perceive by an instruction addressed to you on the 29th of Mav last, that 
Earl Russell has already informed yon of the course you shold adopt relative to the 
ouahfled protection you are authorized to accord to Abyssinians at Jerusalem, I do not 
tliink it necessary to interfere any further in regard to*the matters adverted to in your 
despatch of the 3rd ultimo. 4 

I am, Ac. 


(For Sir U. L. Bulwer) 
(Signed) ER8KINE. 


No. 307. 


(Nb. 0. i 

My lord, Cairo, February 1, 1866. 

1 H AVE the honour to report to your Lordship that 1 have communicated to 
Mr. Palgrave your Lordship's despatch (Consular) No. 2 of the 18rh January* on the 
subject of Hie statements tnade by Hr. Be Ice m his letter to Mr. Puiday, and I bt* to 
forward herewith Mr. Pal grave’s explanation in regard to those statements. ” 

• No. 801. 1 


Colonel Stanton to the Bari of Clarendon.—(Received February 13,) 
Consular.) 
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Mr. Palgrave, as your Lordship will perceive, give* the moot unqualified d«iial to 
most of DrTBeke’s assertions and his explanations m to the remainder will, I trust, 
exonerate him in your Lordship’s estimation from everything except great imprudence 
in conversing with a stranger on such subjects. 

I have» Ac. 

(Signed) EDWD. 8TANTON. 


Minute. 

I agree with Colonel Stanton that, except as to the indiscretion of talking to 
Dr. Beke, Mr. Pal grave’s explanation is satisfactory. 

February 14, 1866. K 


Inclosure in No. 307. 

Mr. Palgrave to Colonel Stanton. 

Cairo, January 31, 1866. 

WITH reference to a despatch, dated from the Foreign Office, 18th January, 
1866, and forwarded by yourself to me, I have the honour to give the following 
explanation:— • 

The subject of the despatch alluded to are certain statements communicated by 
Dr. Beke to Mr. Purday, and through him laid lieforo an officer of the Foreign Office', 
statements chiefly relative to a conversation puqiorted by Dr. Beke to liave taken place 
bet wee u myself and him here in Cairo. 

Before, how’ever, noticing l>r. Bekc’s allegations one by one, I l>eg \n TO first of 




communication soever, especially on serious topics, with an individual regarding whose 
position, character, and intentions 1 was at the time comparatively uninformed. As it 
was, Dr. Beke, whom I had never seen More and little heard of, nought out my 
acquaintance by the ordinary means current in society, and I unadvisedly granted it. 
I admit my imprudence, and condemn it. 

I will now make the necessary remarks on the special points of conversation as 
they stand reported by Dr. Beke, and to which he has given prominence in his letter 
to Mr. Purday, and in doing t l>ts I pledge my honour as a gentleman not to overstep 
the precise limits of my memory. 

1. Dr. Beke says, “ Mr. Palgrave tells me that he has seen the instructions given 
by the Foreign Office to Mr. Rassam, and that they are restricted to the release of 
Captain Cameron.” 

This is not true, for I did not tell him so. What I said was as follows. On 
Dr. Beke’s inquiries as to what was to be done by Mr. Rassam regarding the 
missionaries in particular, I answered that, to my certain knowledge, he (Mr. Rassam) 
was to, and would, demand their release; that the first and most imperative stress was 
naturally to be laid on the release of Captain Cameron for reasons self-evident, hut 
that Government required also the release of all other captives, whether missionaries 
or not. 

I may add that in saying this I (lid not imagine that I was revealing any secret 
in the form and tenor of Government instructions, or any new' thing, nor could I well 
anticipate Dr. Beke’s constructions. 

2. “ lie added, that if Rassam succeeded in bringing away Cameron he would be 
quite content to leave the missionaries to their fate.” 

Not I, added this, but Dr. Beke; he is quoting bis own words instead of mine. 

Mine were thus: I expressed (imprudently, I admit) a fear lest the length of time 
involved in Mr. Rassam’s movement* and correspondence should bring risk of illness 
or death to those of the prisoners who seem to have been specially ill-treated, viz., 
Dr. Stern and his companions, and added, that in case of their having died or been put 
to death, Cameron would still be, if he remained alive as might be hoped, demanded 
and brought off, though alone. My grounds in thinking delay less dangerous for 
Captain Cameron than for the missionaries were, that he was the more distinguished 
character, and hence less likely to be wantonly misused. 

But I absolutely deny having said that Mr. Rassam would be content with such a 
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lialf result; and I know that on Dr. Beke’s subjoining something to that tenor, I a*i d, 
or certainly implied saying, exactly the reverse. 

3. “ I do not see any harm in your communicating this to Mr. Goodhart (or 
Reichardt) if you think proper, especially as Mr. Palgrave did not speak to me at all 
in confidence, and I believe he has told the same thing to others. Blow far he is to be 
relied on I will not pretend to say, but his communications appeared to me to he made 
bond fide.** 

'That I did not speak to Dr. Beke “ in confidence ” means that, supposing him, on 
the one hand, to be a gentleman, and, on the other, not imagining that I was making 
him any revelations for him to “ communicate,” I neglected to swear him in to silence, 
or even to mention truth, honour, and the like. I acknowledge my mistake. I had 
not calculated on gratuitous mis-statements, nor had I any idea of talking with him 
otherwise than “ bond fide," i. e., as one gentleman talks with what he supposes to be 
another. 

Dr. Beke's belief that I have u told the same thing to others ” is as unfounded as 
anything else he may choose to believe. Neither to him nor to any others did I ever 
make the statements he ascribes to me in his letter. 

4. “ Dr. Beke then states that Mr. Palgrave told him that Mr. Layard and 
Mr. Kassam had a personal dislike to Mr. Stern.” 

Partly false and partly distorted. Simply false in what regards Mr. Kassam, of 
whom I never said any such thing, or anything capable of implying it, however 
indirectly. 

Distorted in what regards Mr. Layard. While talking over past events, wholly 
disconnected from the present Abyssinian business, I alluded to the circumstance of 
Mr. Layard having formerly met and become acquainted with Mr. 8tem in Mosoul; 

I believe, a circumstance generally known, and to which no special idea of “personal” 
dislike on either side could attach, certainly not in my mind or expressions. 

But I did say that Mr. Layard might then have had an opportunity of appreciating 
Mr. Stern’s character and line of action, and consequently of judging how far Mr. Stern 
was likely to have concurred to the present difficulties in Abyssinia, and to his own in 
narticular, by imprudence, over zeal, and the like; not that I said or hinted that 
Mr. Layard would make such qualities a motive of “ personal dislike ” against the 
unfortunate missionary; that is l)r. Beke’s own saying. 

5. “ Before dismissing the subject of Mr. Palgrave, I must add that he told mo 
that when Earl Russell sent for him and desired him to go out, he made it a condition, 
as is not unusual, that 1 e s ould draw up his own instructions. In these he says he 
expressly provided for tne liberation of all the captives; and, in fact, he made it a 
condition that all British subjects, and all persons under British protection, should be 
at liberty to leave the country.” 

The true version of wliat I did (inconsiderately I avow) say to Dr. Beke, is as 
follows:— 

That when Earl Russell did me the honour of talking over the matter with me, I 
laid before his Lordship my view' of the ease, namely, that the liberation of all prisoners 
belonging to the British flag should l>e insisted on as absolutely preliminary to any 
farther step with King Theodore. Secondly, that Earl Russell had the goodness to 
express his assent on this point. 

Dr. Beke’s version, besides being conceived in~a tone and on a key quite alien from 
mine, and gratuitously supplied by himself, contains two distinct falsehoods. 

Firstly. That I drew up, or ever said to Dr. Beke, that I drew up my owm instruc¬ 
tions, the which were drawm up by, or at least communicated to me, through. 
Mr. Layard. 

Secondly. The word or idea of “ condition ” was mentioned by me to Dr. Beke 
relative to the King of Abyssinia, not to the English Swretary of State. 

Here I beg to repeat my apologies and deep regret for having entrusted any words 
of mine to the keeping of one capable of so distorting them as Dr. Beke has done. 

6 . “ Palgrave added that when he took these instructions into the Foreign Office 
to Ik* put into an official form, Layard objected to them, but that he, Palgrave, insisted 
on them as having been approved by Earl Russell, and so carried the day against the 
Under Secretary.” 

This sentence contains three distinct falsehoods :— 

First. That I ever said to Dr. Beke tliat I took any instructions into the Foreign 
Office. 

Second. Tliat I said to Dr. Beke that Mr. Layard objected to any such (imaginary) 
instructions. 
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Third. That I either said or implied, having “carried the day” against 
Mr. Layard. 

The real version of what I said is this: That Mr. Layard and myself had, during a 
simple call on mv part (which happened to be at the Foreign Office, because 
Mr. Layard had already gone thither from his lodgings in Piccadillv, whither 1 had first 
gone to call on him, and finding him absent, took the cab on to Whitehall), talked over 
not any “ instructions,” but the subject of what route to Abyssinia might be best suited 
for me to follow, and that he (Mr. Layard) was at first inclined to recommend that of 
Massowah ; but, on further discussion, agreed w ith me in preferring that of Egypt, and 
Kartoum, an idea already adopted by Earl Russell.* 

Neither in substance nor in form is this W'liat Dr. Beke has invented and put into 


my mouth. 

7. “ Palgrave tells me tliat he is being kept on here with the pay or 100/. a 
month.” 

That is, Dr. Beke, while lamenting over his own expenses at Cairo as excessive, 
inquired, seemingly for his own economical guidance, how 1 managed to meet the high 
prices of the Egyptian capital; whereon I, too obligingly, told him that I found 100/., 
the sum lil c rally allowed me by Government, fully adequate to meet my monthly 

bills, &c. t , „ 

8. “ He expects to remain till Earl Russell finds him something else to do. 

_ . T . .1. • A...* ii_ 
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placed by Earl Russell till told to go on. 

But I flatly deny, as a downright falsehood (while apologizing for the coarseness 
of the expression, but no other would be appropriate here) what Dr. Beke suggests, 
namely, my having implied to him, directly or indirectly, that 1 conceived Earl Russell 
to be in any way pledged towards me for anything “ else to do,” beyond the range ol 
the Abyssinian afiair, and my instructions thereto relative. I deny also having 
pretended to know about o* to spee*ulate on what Earl Russell's ulterior views or inten¬ 
tions might Ik*. Dr. Beke’s words are not a me»re distortion of, but precisely contradic¬ 
tory to wliat I know and remember well, having replied when indiscretely questioned 
on this topic. 

9. “ As the two together have been placed in a false position by Liyard and 


Rassam.” 

By thus coupling my name with that of the Premier, Dr. Beke does me an honour 
which I never ventured to do to myself. 

Secondly. 1 deny having said that Mr. Layard or Mr. Rassam ever placed me in 
any position whatsoever, “ false ” or true. 

The true version of wliat 1 did say is this—and I regret having said it—I called 
my own prolonged delay in Egypt “ awkward,” even “ hazardous,” because indefinite, 
and because particularly cxjKised to the counter-schemes of intriguers. l)r. Beke is an 
instance in point. Also, while expressing my hopes, most sincere ones, that Air. Ransom 
might succeed, I unguardedly Iwtrayed some anxiety lest he should not. It is possible, 
too, though of this 1 am not sure, that I may, while on the same topic, have alluded to 
Mr. Layard, so far as the Under Secretary was concerned in the guidance of the affair, 
as hoping success, while fairing the chances of delay and failure? disagreeable to all 
parties, not to Earl ltussell alone. More than this, I deny having said — 

10. “ 1L* says he lias w ritten to several of his friends, the alitor of the ‘ Pall Mall 
Gazette,’ among the number, requesting them not to agitate the Abyssinian question, 
or, if they do, not to bring his name up.” 

Falsi* again. I have not the pleasure of knowing who is the editor of the “ Pall 
Mall Gazette.” Dr. Beke may Ik* lietter informed on that point; meanwhile, in my 
ignorance of the aliovc editor’s identity, I have neither written to him, nor told 
Dr. Beke that I had. 

Now for the truth. The subject of the “ Pall Mall Gazette,” and its manner of 
taking up the Abyssinian question being a common topic of every day conversation 
here, I have incidentally said more than once, and not to Dr. Beke alone, though to 
him also, that I wished the almvo-mentioned gazette would let the Abyssinian question 
alone, liecause they (*. e ., the correspondents who ever they be of the “ Pall Mall 
Gazette,” on this score), did harm by writing about what they did not. understand ; 
adding, tliat I had already availed myself of some personal acquaintance with one whom 


• Tlii- «a« not exactly the cate. It wa« my opinion that Mr. Palgrave should not decide upon hi* mute until 
he could n ah- u-quirie* in Egvpt One ol th grounds ot complaint of Theodore aj>a »»t Carnet on i*. t at he had 
intrigued * th tin* tribe* on ti.e Egyptian frontier; and I thought it advisable that Palgrave should aioid giving 
cause for am su'iih-iou, by not pasaiug through their country.—A. H. L. 
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I knew to be a correspondent (magnified by Dr. Beke into an “ editor/' and multiplied 
into “ several friends ”), though not, I believe, on the Abyssinian topic, to let him know 
this my opinion, and to say that if the “ Pall Mall Gazette " needs must talk, I hoped 
they would at any rate do me the favour of their silence, as I did not wish to see my 
name in the columns of a paper so violently opposed to Government men and measures. 
Whatever beyond this Dr. Beke may my or imply was never implied or sakl by me. 

11. 44 lie does not wish to increase the difficulties of Government.’* 

I {hank Dr. Beke for a word of truth at last, though put after his fashion. For I 
never thought enough of myself to suppose that 1 could increase the difficulties of 
Government, if such there be, much less to wish it or to say it. 

12. ** He, Mr. Palgrave, hinted, rather significantly, that under certain eirettm- 
tances, that is if Earl Russell does not do something for him, he might be a thorn in 

their side.” 

This is utterly and, excuse the expression, maliciously false. I never, in public 
or in private, u hinted ” or said anything of the Rort cither to him, Dr. Beke, or to any 
one else; no, nor to my own self, for such an absurdity never entered my thoughts. 
The idea, no less than the statement, is solely and almolutcly Dr. Bcke’s own, and as 
stranger to me as the rest of his ideas. 

What follows in Dr. Bekc's letter does not directly regard me nor reouire 
comment or explanation of mine. But ns it contains some more than “ hints ” about 
Parliament, the Jews' Society, W., and implies an intention of maliciously using 
statements maliciously obtained, distorted, and invented, I feel it to lie my duty 
bound, and the ln*st reparation I can make for admitted indiscretion, to place this 
letter, through yourself, and so far ns Her Majesty’s Secretary for Foreign Affairs shall 
think fit, at the entire disposal of the Foreign Office and of Her Majesty’s Government 
in general, for any use that may by them be judged proper. 

Whatever I have written here, I am ready to stand by and confirm whenever Mid 
wherever required bv the officers of Her Majesty's Government. 

In conclusion, 1 beg— 




unguardedly supplied Dr. Beke with auy sort of handle or pretence for his letter, the 
subject of the present. 

Secondly, to trust that Her 


Secondly, to trust that Her Majesty’s Secretary for Foreign Affairs in particular, 
and Government in general, will have the goodness to overl x>k such my indiscretion; 
and that they will admit, on the word of a gentleman, this explanation and apology. 
It is difficult, would £ add, iu every-day conversation, and during an interval of long 
and anxious suspense, to measure every word so wire fully ns to give no liandle what¬ 
soever to misrepresentation, prepense, and calumny, especially when one suppose*, 
however erroneously, as in this case, tlmt one lias u gentleman and a friend before one. 

Dr. Bcke’s intention to annoy, through me, the Government which I have, in 


intended to myself will 1 m* no leas obviated by Lord Clarendon’s gracious acceptation ol 
this my explanation snd apology. 

Begging you to have the goodness to communicate the present letter to his 
Lordship, and to acoompany it by my every assurance of respect and duty, 1 have, Ac., 

(Signed) W. GIFFORD PALGRAVE. 


lFFORD PALGRAVE. 


No. $08. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—{Received February 27.) 

(Telegraphic J Cairo, February 12, 1866. 11 a.*. 

LETTER from Rassam, dated 13th December, just received. He reached 
Matemma on 21st November and sent messengers to the King on the 22nd, but had 
received no answer, and is uniting at Matemma. 

Intelligence from prisoners to October 17th, all well, but still m fetters. 

King stated to be w God jam in pursuit of rebels. 
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No. 309. 


Mr. Layard to Mr. Pur day. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 14, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to inform you that Mr. Palgrave has 
been called upon to explain the statement made to you by Dr. Beke, which you 
communicated to his Lordship, " that Mr. Palgrave had told him (Dr. Beke) that he 
had seen the instructions given by the Foreign Office to Mr. Rassam, and that they are 
restricted to the release of Captain Cameron, and that gentleman not only absolutely 
denies having made any such statement, but declares that he told Dr. Beke that to 
his certain knowledge Mr. Hussain was to, and would, demand the release of tue 
Missionaries. 

I am further directed by the Earl of Clarendon to inform you that if yon will call 
at this Office anv afternoon,*after to-morrow, his Lordship will give directions that a 
letter from Mr. Pfclgrave shall be shown to you, in which he answers the other state¬ 
ments alleged to have been made to Dr. Beke. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


No. 310. 

Memorandum sent to Newspapers. 

Foreign Office, February 14, 1866. 

FURTHER information has been received from Mr. Rassam, to the effect that he 
had reached Matemma on the 21st November, and was then expecting an answer from 
KingTheodore, to whom he had written. 

The prisoners w ere in good health by the last intelligence, dated October 17th. 


No. 311. 

Colonel Merewether to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 14.) 

(Extract.) Aden, January 21, 1866. 

THE “ Victoria ” returned from Morrow ah this morning, bringing news from 
Rassam up to the 8th of November, and from Cameron to the 28th September. 
I inclose copies of Cameron’s letters to Rassam; also one from Mr. Stern to Rassam. 

These letters from the prisoners were received by M. Munzinger on the 10th of 
December. The delay on the road was caused by the messengers being afraid of the 
cholera, which they were told was raging at Massowah. M. Munzinger adds that he 
had received no news direct from the prisoners later than the 28th of September. It 
was said that King Theodore had come to Godjam, and M. Munzinger thought the news 
was authentic. When the King had come so much nearer to Matemma, Mr. Rassam 
would not delay to enter into communication with him, and M. Munzinger felt sure 
that decisive news would very shortly be received, it was given out that the King 
was taking the prisoners with him, but that required confirmation. 

Rassam will have told you all about his own progress in his letter to yon. 
M. Munzinger reports that Rassam left Kassala on the 9th of November, and was 
expected to reach Matemma by the 20th January. Ere this, I hope he has had an 
interview with the King, and effected the release of the captives. 

Dr. Beke arrived here on the 10th, and as the “ Victoria” was proceeding to 
Massowah on the 11th, I gave him, and an Abyssinian Priest ho had with him, a 
passage in her. Some of his stores had not arrived here yet, and he cannot go up 
country without them, so he told me ; so I hope before they reach him we shall hear of 
Rassam’s complete success, so as to render any further attempts of Dr. Beke 
unnecessary. 










Inclosure 1 in No. 311. 

The Per. II. Stern to Mr. Rassam. 


My dear Sir, Amba Magdala , September 12, 1865. 

TJJE accompanying letter to Mrs. Stern was written some time ago, but I could 
not forward it as I had not a favourable moment. Like the one before it, it is at your 
disposal, and you can make of it whatever use you may deem desirable. It is a trying 
task to indite long epistles with raanaeh* around the legs and right-hand wrist, but as 
I ain anxious tliat our friends should have a faithful account of this sad captivity, I do 
not mind the inconvenience which writing in a crippled posture involves. Myself and 
several of my fellow-prisoners anticipate your ml vent like that of an Angel of Mercy, 
and I do not doubt, that under God, your laudable Mission will l>e attended with the 
happiest results. The relxd in Tigr£ 1 know from good authority, will not oppose your 
progress, but should you decide to take an op|K>site course, pray forward Her Majesty's 
letter, as otherwise the desjxjt will suHjiect the veracity of that document. That our 
Heavenly Father may guide you by that wisdom which is infallible, is the prayer of 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) HENRY STERN. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 311. 

Conttul Cameron to Mr. Ransom. 

My dear Rassam, Magdala Prison , Abyssinia , September 18, 1665. 

1 AM at last able to report the arrival of the things. I have not yet )teen able to 
compare* them with your list, but believe they will lx* found all right. We hear you 
are on tin* rood; Samuel sent me word yestenlny to that effect. I have drawn a bill 
in your favour in duplicate for Bardel, to whom I owe money, and send a letter of 
advice for llertslot. Fray let me know how you will manage regarding it, as Bardel 
wants the money to l>e lodged at Massowah for him. We have had some trouble in 
getting comfortably through the winter, owing to the difficulty of getting provisions; 
hut there has lx*cn no one ill, except Rosenthal, who has been shut in for about ten 
days with neuralgia and son* eye*. I am stronger and better than I have ever been 
sinee leaving England. Please God all may end well. Pray send the two aeeomjMinying 
letters to England, and God bless you, my brave llassam, and grant that we may 
leave this horrid country together. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) C. D. C. 

Your brandy is excellent; you can send us some more. 

C. D. C. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 311. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Magdala Prison , Abyssinia , September 27, 1865. 

AFTER waiting on account of one difficulty and another, I am at last enabled to 
send you messengers and letters. We have weathered the winter season gloriously, 
though not without trouble. Our gn*at danger now lies in the uncertainty of 
communication. As long as we can keep up our stock of money we may hope on. 
If money tails we must starve. Pray keep us supplied through GofFat, or any other 
wny. I luid onlv live dollars left when the last 150 dollars came. Ever) one says you 
are on the road. God send joa success. The messenger you sent paid sixteen 
dollars on the road for customs, Ac. Pray pay him. We have got everything right, 
I believe; a thousand thanks. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) C. D. C. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 311. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear R., Magdala Prison , Abyssinia , September 28, 1865. 

THE messenger's master wants more money; half to be left at his home, half to 
be gent on here. He also wants a cuckoo clock and a carpet. I write you these things 
because I promised him to do so yesterday. 

As regards money, I don’t think he is exorbitant. There is no disguising that he 
runs a fearful risk. The other requests are those of a child, but might perhaps be 
attended to, if it can be done without too much trouble. We are all well. The 
messengers leave to-morrow. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) 0. D. 0. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 311. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear R., 

THE Bishop is exceedingly anxious to have some French brandy. D. Merat the 
same. Pray send me plenty if you can. These men care about nothing but this and 
sweetmeats. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) C. D. C. 


No. 312. 

Mr. Purday to Mr. Murray.—(Received February 17.) 

Sir, 24, Great Marlborough Street, February 15. 1866. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from the Foreign Office, of yester¬ 
day’s date, signed H. A. bayard, and, whilst I have to express my thanks for the offer 
contained in tliat communication, of showing me Mr. Palgrave’s letter, in reply to 
Dr. Beke’s statement, I do not see any occasion for troubling the Foreign Office further 
on the subject of tliat statement, os ray sole object was to ascertain wluit Mr. Rassam's 
instructions were relative to the release of my son-in-law, the Rev. H. A. Stern, one of 
the prisoners in Abyssinia, on which matter the Earl of Clarendon was kind enough to 
give a satisfactory reply. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARLES n. PURDAY. 


No. 313. 

Mr. Purday to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 17.) 

My Lord, 24, Great Marlborough Street, February 16, 1866. 

IN a letter received by me yesterday from the Foreign Office, dated the 14th instant, 
I am given to understand tliat Mr. Palgravo “ absolutely denies * certain statements 
alleged to have been made ’ by him to Dr. Bekeand an invitation is given by fcho 
writer, Mr. H. A. Lavard, to me to call at the Foreign Office, and see Mr. Palgrave’s 
letter, which I politely declined. I have thought it lx»t, however, lest any wrong 
construction should be put upon my declining to see Mr. Palgrave’s deniul, that I 
should ask your Lordship to give me (at your Lordship’s convenience) a private interview 
on the subject, when I w ill bring down Dr. Beke’s letter, and give such an explanation 
of his statements as I am able. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARLES II. PURDAY. 


♦ 




No. 314. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Purday. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 20, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your let ten 
of the 15th and 16th instant, declining to call at this office lor the purpose of reading 
Mr. Palgrave’s answer to Dr. Beke’s statements, but requesting an interview with his 
Lordship, in order to give an explanation in regard to those statements. 
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I am to inform you, in reply* that m Mr. Palgrave has answered Ur. Beke’s state¬ 
ments, his Lordship is not aware of any farther information which it may lie desirable 
for him to obtain from you in regard to them, and he will therefore not trouble you to 
oaH upon him ; but if you bare any additional communication to make, Lord Clarendon 
requests that you will have the goodness to put it in writing. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. S15. 

Omni de Moynier to Mr. Layard.—(Received February 24.) 

70, Harley Street , CavendUh Square , London, 
Monsieur, te 22 Ft trier, 1866. 

JE n’avais, jusqu’ici, consid£r6 mes projrta sur 1'Abyssinie que commc une affaire 
commercialc, devant naturellement uo jour (mais bien phis tard) en trainer la conqulte 
plus ou moins pacifique de ce pays, dunt lea formidables positions militaires domioent 
1'Kgypto et comnmudent la route des lrules OrientaJes. La conversation que nous avons 
cue ensemble m’a fait rlfl4chir, et je croia que ai Ic Gouvernement de Sa Majesfe voulait 
me le permettre et m’aider, je pourrais, tout en ne perdant pas de vue I'idle commercials, 
me transporter imm&iiatement en Abvssinie avec 100 homines r&olus, et, par uu coup de 
main hard* arracher & Theodore ses captifs. 

Je prendraia 100 vieux soldats. soit ici, soit en Belgique; ma quality de Franco- 
Anglais et d'honime indlpendant v dejil connu par ses expeditions militaires, et ses go At* 

■ \rnir )»■ •iranliiMD lninlninna\ Ailtofuif trvl.tn ano/u;nliK!l!t^ autlitiana an 



Quant 4 Mr. Cameron, il risque ibrt de mourir sous le Ml on ; d'un autre cote si J’on va 
aocnUreux declarer la guerre k Theodore, in tit* de vot»e intortund Consul tom be nu II 
n’y a done que deux partis k prendre : ou l abandooner (car, je la rdpdte, les Envoyds ne 
reriendront mem** paa), ou t&oher de 1‘enlcver. la unit, en feisani irruption dans le camp 
de Thdodoro. Cette iddc vous paralt une tdmdritd folic ? 11 n’en eat rien. Certes il y a 

du danger, mais le suceds est certain. Thdodore est entourd de traitres, parcequ’il eat 
cxdcrd. Il va arriver dana le Tigrd, e’est-b-dire, k une journdc de marcbe de Tubbo. cette 
solitude oil je compte m'etablir. J’arriverai enmme la foudre; la nuit les Abyssins ne se 

? irdent pas; ils redoutent le lion. Je jure d’enlever Cameron, et peut-dtre (qui fait T) 
he odor e luwntme; une attaque de nuit dott rdussir. et deux coups de canon 4 mitraille 
produiront un tel effet moral surtout, que ma retraite ne sera mdme pas inquidtde. 
Rdpondez-moi, je vous prie, et de grace mettez-iuoi en rapport avec le Colonel. 

Agrdez, 6cc. 

(Signd) CTE. DE MOYNIER. 

P.S.—Si j'ldcfeouaie fe Gouveroeroent de Sa Majcstd en serait pour 300.000 franca de 
petfe, et moi pour ma the; si je rduaris la conqtrite est assuree saae complications 
diplomatique* poor i Wee. 

Minute. 

Have laid bis letter before Lord Clanmdon, who docs not think it desirable to avail 
himself of this offer. 

J. M. 

No. 316*. 

Colonel Stanton, No. 14, February 12. —(Received February 27.) 

[Recording telegram. No. 308.] 


Ncx 310. 

Mr. SUuufeld to Mr. Layard.—(Received February 26.) 

India Office, February 23* 1866. 

IN continuation of the letter from this Office dated the 9th ultimo, I am directed 
hy the Secretary of State for India in Council to forward berewith^opy of a letter from 
the Government of India, with indostzres containing a farther statement of the expenses 


incurred on account of Mr. Rasaam*s mission to Abyssinia, amounting to 7,761 rupees 
7 annas 3 pice and I have to request that the equivalent of that sum, vt*., 770/. 2«. lid. 
may be transferred to the credit of the Secretary of State in the Council of India at the 
Bank of England. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) J. STANSPELD. 

[Sec No. 339.] 


No. 317. 

Colonel Slant on to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 27.) 

fN©» 18.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 16, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship the copies of three letters 
from Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant Colonel Merewether that reached me on the 12th 
instant unfortunatelv just too late for the Marseilles mail. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Inoloeure 1 in No. 317. 

Mr. Raesam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Matemma, November 27, 1865. 

I HAITI the honour to report, for the information of Government, that 1 arrived 
here from Mamow&h on the 21st instant, with my companions Dr. Blanc and 
Mr. Prideaux, six days later than 1 had reckoned upon, owing to our detention on the 
road for want of camels to carry our luggage. 

2. If it had not been for the great assistance tendered to me by the authorities of 
Massowah and Kassala, there is no knowing how much longer I might have been 
detained; especially in the latter place, on account of the great objection the Soudan 
cameleers seemed to have against serving Europeans or Turks. 

3. On leaving Massowab, Abdallah Aglm, the Governor of tliafc place, sent with 
me, Abd-al-Kareem, the brother of the. Naib of Arkeeko, with a guard of fifteen men 
to escort me as far as the Egyptian province which begins at llarka. But on arriving 
amongst the Beni Aamir tribe, where I had intended to dismiss the guard and to change 
the camels I hail obtained in the Massowah district, it was found that all the soldiers 

been recalled to Kassala, on account of the late mutiny of part of the Soudan 
troops; and there w« re no camels to be had for carrying our baggage. 

4 . Sooner than 1< are me in the lurch, in that out-of-the-way place, Abd-al-Kareem 
the brother of the Nail, k ndly volunteered to see me safe at Kassala, and accordingly 
be accompanied me thither with the same guard and camels that had brought us from 
Massowah. 

5. According to oust* m, the day liefore I reached Kassala, I sent to the Governor 
of Taka the letter of recommendation which was supplied to me hy the Egyptian 
Government, and I was not a little amazed on arriving within a mile of the town, to 
see a guard of honour turn out to meet me, consisting of a regiment of Soudan 
Infantry’ and about 150 of the Bashi-liazouk Cavalry. Had I known tliat such a display 
was awaiting my arrival at Kassala, I would have certainly taken steps to prevent it as I 
am averse to such exhibitions. 

6 . On leaving that place, the authorities wished to send a large guard of honour to 
escort me as tar as Matemma, but I prevailed upon them to reduce the number to five 
men, as I knew that this escort was more than < no igh for the occasion. 

7. When I reached Kassala the whole of the mutiny had been totally suppressed, 
but not without unnecessary’ bloodshed. 

8 . Of the four regiments of mutineers, about 800 men bad escaped destruction. 
These have been seized and imprisoned with their wives and children. 

9. The prisoners are so badly looked after that while I was at Kassala they were 
dying in great numbers, and instead of their remains receiving proper interment, they 
were suffered to be thrown in ditches outside the town for tue hyaenas to devour. 
While I was riding one afternoon in the suburbs of the town I saw no less than three 
bodies of the wretched mutineers inf tliis sickening state. 














10. The (own of K&saala has been almost deserted. That portion of its inhabitants 
who escaped the fury of the mutineers left the place with disgust and sought refiig3 
amongst the more peaceable neighbouring tribes. 

11. There were no eatables to be had in the place save bad meat and jewaree 
(millet), and even the highest Turkish officials had not tasted anything but bread made 
of that grain for the last live months. 

12. Besides the anarchy and bloodshed, cholera and deadly fevers were the scourge 
of the place from the month of July to October; and even while I was there nearly one- 
tenth of the garrison was laid up with one kind of disease or another. 

18. Joafar Pasha, the Deputy Governor-General of the Soudan was expected daily 
from Souakin at Kassala when I left that place. The reason he had been so long 
detained on the road was, because he could not get the number of camels he required 
for his journey. 

14. While at Kadorif, two days before I reached Matemma, I met Abd-al-Malak, 
the Coptic messenger who was sent, in March last, by our late Consul-General in Fgypt 
Sir Iiooert Colquhoun, with letters and presents to Aboona Selama, the Metropolitan 
of Abyssinia. lie told me that he had tried his best to teach that prelate, but in conse¬ 
quence of the Aboona’s imprisonment by the King, and the insecurity of the roads to 
Magdala, he could not manage it. 

15. As the Bishop is still confined, and the letters addressed to him by Sir Robert 
Colquhoun might do a great deal of luirm, were they to fall into the hands of King 
Theodores, I advised him to return to Egypt with the articles he had been entrusted 
with. He attended to my ail vice and left me to return to Egypt. 

16. I ntgret to bring to the notice of Government that Abd-al-Malak has been 
provided with food and carriage free of expense, by the peasants in the Soudan 
district, ever since he came to this country ; as I believe he hod reported to the 
Egy, itian authorities that the British Government had not supplied him with sufficient 
funds to take him to Abyssinia, to whose Sovereign, he had asserted, he had been sent 
with letters. 

17. I spoke to AlHl-al-Malak upon the subject, and he corroborated what I had 
heard. He told me that only 50 dollars were given to him in Egypt,, which sum was 
hardly sufficient to carry him as far as Kassala. With regard to his reporting that he 
hail lieen sent as emissary by the British Government to King Theodores, he said that 
he was obliged to do so to gain respect, as he alleged that if he had only said that ho 
was sent to the Aboona, no one would have taken any notice of him. 

18. On arriving at Matemma, I learned that King Theodores had lK*en prowling 
about in the neighbourhood of Gondar, between this place and Debra Tal»or, in search 
of some relnds, for more than a week. As soon as I obtained messengers the next 
day, I wrote and informed him of my arrival. 

19. Mr. Eipperle (ono of the lay missionaries of the Jerusalem Pilgrim Mission, 
who lmd gone to Debra Tabor with his wife for change of air, and returned to Matemma 
on the 22nd instant), informed me that he had left the King at this side of I^iko 
Demlica, not more than six or seven days’ journey hence, but tlrnt no one knew where 
he was going to. 

20. Sheikh Joomaa, Chief of Matemma and all Gallabat, who returned from visit¬ 
ing the King after my arrival, gave me aba the same information about the movements 
of His Majesty. News has reached me since then, however, that the King had gone 
to Godjarn, ami my messengers could not possibly reach him for ten days. 

21 . He is not expected to remain any length of time in that rebellious district, 
but it is feared that if he meet with a reverse he would be furious for some days 
after. 

22. Mr. Eipperle informed mo that the King was expecting me to come to him 
viil Matemma when they left Debra Talior together about the middle of this month. 
He entertained great hopes, as did the rest of the German gentlemen at Gaffat, that 
His Majesty would lie reconciled to us soon as he receives Her Majesty’s letter; but 
how long he is to prolong its receipt no one can predict. It is quite obvious that I 
must not attempt to reach him before he sends me an escort. 

23. I am told by Mr. Eipperle that King Theodores entertains utter contempt for 
all EurojK-ans; and lie lias taken it into his head of late to nickname all Franks by a 
certain insulting epithet. 

24. When Mr. Eipperle left Debra Tabor, the prisoners at Magdala were in the 
same wretched condition as regards their fetters and misery, as they were when 
Captain Cameron wrote to me at the end of July. 

25. I am sorry to say that slavery is carried on in these ports on a most extensive 
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merchants, and dispossess them of all their property. 

(Signed) ’ 1I.‘ EASSAM. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 317. 

Mr. Ratsam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

. Matemma , December 1, 1805. 

Sir ’ SINCE the date of my letter of the 27th ultimo, I received some communications 
from^Gafiht and Magdala/copy of which I have the honour to inclose herewith, for 
the information of Government, marked as follows . 

A. One letter from Mr. Find to me. 

B, Three letters from Captain Cameron to me. . 

C One letter from Captain Cameron to Mr. Hertslet, ol the foreign < • 

2 1 regret to say that a spirit of dissension has sprung up amongst the European 
’ • and if matters do not mend soon, 1 fear that some great mischiei 

SdU accrue tlmretWm which might aggravate their already miserable condition, and 

incre^^ dMe^^th^Kins. ^ ^ ^ . fh j haveaali.fled; 

tv the current expenses of the mission, and it is quite impossible for me hi obtain funds 

hw r I td° n eeW S:iWi» June bat via Matemma 

,, \ l.Mtuivlif hither on account of the late disturbances at Kassala and its 

whom I bad entrusted themoney brought it to 

me W 5 hi Thl too doih^UA tadta? ''ZSb, lTer Matty’s Consul-General in Egypt 
for the use of Captain^Cnmoron have not yet ivaehed Matemma, nor ,s it known wTf.ere 

the 7 n [> a |; n8 ^, n p m und^tand the drift of Captain Cameron’s request in asking mo 
t^laee all the rmmey sen. by me to him on W private account with the Foreign 

° 7 Vll Il,e sums I transmitted to him since T have been appointed to this mission 

I hJe dAtei Government with, and of course it is not.for me ^ whether .hat 
mon p V is to Ik* charged to his private account, or Ik* home by tin . 

M On the O her hand, 1 do not see what claim the prisoners a Magdala ami Gaffat 
have n« >K“ ’Government. The stores and eash which Cantnm Cameron 
has suffei them with was an act of charity, and to pr-ventany misunderstanding on 
this sconq I always took care to send the things direct to hnmt^ ^ 

(Signed) II. RASSAM. 


• Returned to Colonel Merowether nt Aden. See No. 294. 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 317. 

Mr. T. M. Flad to Mr. Rassam. 

Dear Sir, > . Gatfat, November 16, 1865. 

FOR a long lime T have been waiting anxiously for news from you. Now', a few 
days ago 1 heard that you had sent a letter to His Majesty, announcing your coming. 
Therefore I hasten to send you the inclosed letters of Captain Cameron. 

I hope my servants, Eugwla and Tadla, w ill meet you on the road, if possible, at 
Cassnln. 

I am obliged to send the servants with all speed, l>ocause of our pecuniary 
difficulties hen . With the greatest difficulties I obtained 150 dollars for Captain 
Cameron and his people from the Europeans here, with the promise to repay them here, 
as soon as they want it. This will not last them long, because provisions are at a very 
high rate at the fortress. 

As 1 am unable to provide the servants with money, which would be sufficient for 
their w hole journey, I have begged Mr. T. Eipperle, at Matemma, to supply them with 
as much money a* they want to reach you. Would you be kind enough to repay 
Mr. T. EipjHjrle when you are passing Matemma? He is also in possession of four 
notes of Captain Cameron 1, a note of 200 dollars, for Mr. Saalmuller; 2, a note of 
200 dollars, for Mr. Bender; 8, a note of 50 dollars, for Mr. Kieuzle; 1, a note of 50 
dollars, for Mr. Waldinaier. All this money was drawn by myself for Captain 
Cameron. All the owners of these notes (except Mr. Bender) beg to have their notes 
paid to Mr. T. Eipperle, so that they could send for it in case they want it. 
M r. Bender wishes to he repaid here. 

I also inclose a note of 250 dollars in favour of Messrs. Essler and Schiller. 
They are in want of money ; therefore they would he very grateful if you would kindly 
bring them tliat sum. J 

As soon as you have arrived at Matemma, or at Woacbuy, I should l>e verv much 
obliged if you would he kind enough to send my servants directly with 100* or 150 
dollars, as I have sent nearly all my money to the fortress. 

Allow me to observe tliat at present ‘there is no money to lie drawn here, and as 
you do not know how long you may lie detained here it is good to provide yourself to 
last you for some time*. 

The provisions, Ac., you had the kindness to send by Fautn, I was fortunate 
enough to get them to the fortress, before tin* road was closed up. Three times the? 
came hack, lieing afraid that they would fall into the King’s hand. The fourth time 
they succeeded in getting everything there, hut one mule and two donkeys fell on the 
mad. I also had sent them pm> is ions,—salt meat, jsitatoes, preserved milk, &c. 

As the King lmd gone in another direction, it will for the future lie very difficult 
to get anything there; and it would he very desirable if you would arrive soon to 
intercede for them, or else they would he starving, as they have not much money left. 
On the 1 1th instant two sonants started, carrying 50 dollars, hut, as the road *is full 
of robbers, it is very uncertain whether they will reach the fortress. 

The Consul is anxiously waiting for lus servant Lama, whom he had sent down in 
June (?); hut lie lias not yet oome hack. 

His Majesty the King is at present at Derabea; but nobody know's whether he 
will move. 

You wid meet with difficulties enough, as I have already stated to you in my last 
letter. 1 here am persons who w dl use their influence to drag the matter on ns long as 
possible. We pray most eamestlv here that God would keep and protect vou on your 
journey, and that he would allay ull difficulties that inqicdc your undertaking. 

lYav excuse the liberty I take to send you some letters. I should Ik* very -lad if 
you would be so kind as to forward them. * p 

I beg, Ac. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAP. 


I 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 317. 
Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 


My dear Rassam, , Magdda Prim*, October 10, J8«S. 

I WRITE you a few lines to tell you I have received a message from Gaunt, to 
the following effect: “ If Mr. Rassam does not come now, you will all be lost first, and 
then ourselves.” 

I am requested to let you know this. 

The King sent us a cow a-piece some time tmek,—the first notice he has taken of 
ns, with one exception, since the torturing, lie has also spoken rather kindly about us 
lately in public. 

But we are still chained hand and foot. . 

I have requested Mr. Flad to write to you regarding a certain messenger of lus, 
named Wundun Agenyo, and inclose you a note for 250 dollars for the supi>ort of two 
of mv party,—prisoners at Gaffat. 

the King is in Waddela. We are all well, and waiting anxiously for news from 


you. 

God bless and prosper you, dear Rassam. 


Y'ours ever, 

(Signed) C. D. C. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 317. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Magdah Prison, Abyssinia, October 16, 1865. 

1 HAVE been obliged to draw on you for 200 dollars. 

I do not know whether you can manage the matter, hut 1 may tell you quietly 
that it would lie w ise to arrange as well as you can about Bardcl and M’Kilvie. They 
are two horn devils. 

The latter, encouraged by the former, threatened in a fit of rage the other day to 
write to the King and rejw>rt our correspondence, my bribing the guards, through the 
rings you sent, and especially Pejaj Merritt’s eoncurrence with us. 

1 do not know that his executing this threat would have done much harm. But 
on the other hand, the King might have made use of it to make mischief. 

Pejaj Merritt was dreadfully frightened, and I have lieen obliged to calm him. 

I shall write to you officially alsmt this hereafter. 

But pray w rite to the Foreign Office, begging them to put all the money they have 
sent direct here (viz. to me), whether through Find or hv messengers to my private 
account. Otherwise both you and myself will have no end of trouble. 

Fray do this, dear Rassam, without delay. 

My people, as well as others here, are ]>oor, and of all nations, and unless you 
arrange t ho affair of money sent here in the way I indicate, you will be fearfully 
emlmrrassed by threats and discontent, if vou do not yield to all sorts of extraordinary 
claims. Fray write to me that you have done this. 

Flad, to*whom l send this open, will give you the news. We are all well, but 
know nothing. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) C. D. 0. 


Inclosure 0 in No. 317. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Magdala Prison, Abyssinia , October 17, 1865. 

MY packets are not yet closed, so I write to you once more on the subject I 
alluded to yesterday, viz.: the desirability of putting all the money sent by you to me 
on my private account with the Foreign Office. 

You must remember that our party are all prisoners, retained by force in the 
country: one-balf being in chains, the others without them. 




Unless the arrangement I have recommended be (alien in with, how is the division 
of this money to be adjusted. 

Two of my own people at Gaflat I have supplied with money on my own respon¬ 
sibility, by a (frnft on Hcrtslot. 

But if Mr. Stem and Rosenthal are supported here on sums supplied by me by 
driblets, and these sums put to the Government account, have the other Missionaries 
no claim also for Government support ? 

Suppose such a claim were made for them by others, how could it be arranged ? 
Is the money sent to 1 m* redivided ? 

Or, is the sum paid to the Missionaries with me to be made a standard, the other 
Missionaries being allowed to claim on the same scale ? 

Or, on the other hand, are the expenses of the Gaffat prisoners to he made a 
standard ? Then the prisoners here, of all classes, will have and raise an additional claim. 

Then again, I have divided the money here according to the wants of the prisoner*, 
including M. Bardol, who would otherwise* have starved. Suppose a claim for 
redivison were made, it would not be easy to satisfy all parties. 

You must remember that you are powerless in this country, and a single mis¬ 
chievous person, who might Ik* wrongheaded enough to bring a money claim before the 
King might paralyze everything, and do a world of harm, as the King might like 
nothing better than to arbitrate in such a matter, merely in order to give you a new- 
proof of his ln*ing absolute ruler in his own country, and the proper arbitrator of all 
atfairs, whether among Europeans or his own people. 

1 may tell you that this lias been on the point of lM»ing carried out, and a piteous 
letter written to the King, in order to lead him to meddle in our money matters. 

The result might have been a most mischievous intermeddling, or the stopping 
our supplies altogether, or even a stripping of myself, and all of us of the little we 
|K)8SeSH. 

I repeat that the shortest way to stop all this will Ik* to put all the money I have 
received from you, provisionally, on my account, just like the money I have received 
without your aid—and to put off all Adjustment till we are out of the oountry. 

Otherwise there may im; a new dilemma raised on this account. 

All my people here have been, maddening themselves about these questions, and 
that of indemnity, until they all seem mere lxvllamites. 

Pray attend to this, dear Uassam, for both our sokes, and believe me, &c. 

Ever yours, 

(Signed) C. D. C. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 317. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Her Islet. 

My dear llortslet, Magdala Prison , Abyssinia, October 16, 1865. 

I HAVE lK*en obliged to draw on you for 200 dollars, payable to Mr. Rassam. 

1 have never sent in my life certificate from here, as I never had command of 
decent official nnpeiv. But I am emphatically in the discharge of my duties, which 
have become the most horrible possible, as you may tell the Foreign Office. 

All my people, including the Frenchman Bardol, art' half mad, and quarrelling 
like so many devils among themselves or with me. 

1 ran make nothing of them at times. 

Fortunately the tit passes off after a few days, from sheer exhaustion, or we would 
worry one another to death. 

The man with the longest tongue carries the day. 

Ibis is not cheering or pleasant. One cause of it all may lx? constant disappoint¬ 
ment. 

We know nothing of Rassam or his movements, anil the l»est temper in the world 
couldn’t stand the wear and tear of this coarse, brutal life without suffering. 

I am well in health. Then* is nothing new here. Remember me to my dear 
mother, and all other friends and relatives, especially Norton, Shaw, and Cortazzi; also 
to Eldridge, Stevens, and Dickson, if they arc within bail. 

I will write again shortly. God bless you, dear Ilcrtslet. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON, 


It is not worth while to give you all the reports wo hear here about our faturo 
chances of extrication. 

We hear stories about Europeans coming from the natives, but the Gaffat 
missionaries say nothing. 

I have hemrd that there will he another public judgment. 

Let us hope it will end well for all. 

I have never heard anything in regard to myself which need frighten you. Every¬ 
one says that the arrival of the letter will deliver me. God knows. Good bye, again. 


Inefotfure 9 in No. 317. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Mereirether. 

Sir, Mnterrma , December IS, 1065. 

I HAVE the honour to forward cojy of further commonicatkms I have received 
from Gaflht and Magda In, as per margin, * which, though they have only readied me 
now, arc of older date than the copy of those I transmitted to yon with my letter of 
the 1st instant. 

2. The were sent down to meat Massowah, bht on thentesarnger teaching A down, 
and learning that I had come np to Abyssinia by way of K&ssala and Matemnia, he 
retraced his steps to Gondar, and cm hearing thete that 1 was waiting at this place tot 
an escort to take me to the King, he came on to me here. 

3. I have also received two notes from Mrs. Ffckd which trad been written to 
Miss Cameron and Mrs. Kermis at the request of the relatives, which I shall feel obliged 
by your forwarding to their destinations. 

* 4. Further news reached Matemraa yesterday about the movements of King 
Theodorus. He is said to be at a place called Chafpnl, below the high range of the 
Godjam Mountains, whither he had gone hr pursuit of the rebels; but that he has not 
been able to do much, as the Godjaniites fmd heard of his intended attack, and laid 
retired to their fastnesses in the mountains before he could overtake them. The chief 
of the King’s swordsmen had gone over to the enemy with a number of his corps. 

5. Nothing as yet has been heard of my messengers whom I had sent on tho 22nd 
ultimo to the King announcing my arrival at Matemraa. They were seen passing 
through Gondar on their way let Uodjani on the 27th of November. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) H. RAS6A1I. 


Incfosure 9 m No. 31?. 

Mr. T. M. Flad to Mr. Rassam. 

Dear Sir, Go fat, August 1, 1865. 

ON the 29th of dune my servants, Tadki and David, arrived with all the tilings 
and the moftey you seat in a state of good preservation,, and I forthwith sent it to 
Captain Cameron on the fortress; but I had wane diftnpfMyinttnent about it, m it 
unfortunately happened that His Majesty left the fortress, and as the people ] sent 
wm afraid to proceed any further, part of the thing* came back. However, I sent 
others off again, and I hope they will have arrived there now. 

On the 18tli of July, Fan tit's companion arrived here, announcing that they had 
arrived with the goods betow Lama line (eight days’ journey from here), but cannot 
proceed any further, as their animals ace worn out, and likewise they said they hail ho 
money to pay the toll. I furnished him with mules and money to pay tlie toil, and 
sent him back instantly, together with one of my own servants, in order to get the 
King's hither. I hope they wiU arrive in a few days. 

Allow me to express my deepest gratitude for your kindness towards me and my 
family. MV receive it as a special gift of God. Mrs. Flail, in her confinement shortly 
agov. had neither sugar, tea, nor riee, and wo could not get any here. Of the rice, 
sugar, and soap I gave to Mr. Schimpef, and some to my fellow prisorers here. 

With these provisions our suffering friends might have spent a comparatively easier 
winter than the last, hail not a new calamity come over them. 

letter* from Mr. Flad, dated re»peeti*rlv |»t«nH21al August, 1865; one letter from Captain Cameron, 
dated 8<h July. 1865; one letter from the Her. H. Stern, dated 9th July, 1865. 
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No doubt ore this reaches you you will have heard of the escape of the Prince of 
Hhoa, Prince Minelck, grandson of Sabcla Selassie, and son-in-law to His Majesty 
King Theodorus. The King got ho exasperated that he began to quarrel with the 
Bishop, and ordered to put all the prisoners into short hand-chains. It may be imagined 
that their condition is miserable indeed now. 

As I know that Captain Cameron sent down his servant Lama, you will get 
informed of their condition ere this reaches you. Our friends were put into short hand- 
chains a day or half a day before your kind letter arrived. 

I learned by Samuel (if we may trust him) that your letter made a good impression 
on the King, and that he wrote an answer to your letter, and that he sent your 
messenger* immediately down to you with his desire that you might soon oome up. 
And Samuel added, that, after you have come, everything which is now crooked would 
get straight. 

I hope tliat this my letter will reach you on the road hither. 

It is a very difficult mission which you are about to undertake, but as you have 
already three times asked the King to lie permitted to come up, you cannot possibly 
avoid coming yourself without endangering the safety of our friend Captain Cameron. 
But I trust, with God's grace, to whom we are recommending you daily, you will 
succeed in your noble undertaking. 

Permit me the liberty I take now to give you some hints regarding the difficult 
position you will be placed in, even as soon as you reach this country. 

Let mo remind you that, as soon as you put your foot on Abyssinian ground, you 
will bo surrounded with spies, who will report all your words and your actions to the 
King. Ho not let any unfavourable imprt*ssion (which no doubt you will have), either 
about the King, or his people, or the country and the manners of it, escape your lips. 
The King and his people are always on the alert to find out faults and shortcomings 
in the conduct of the EurojieanH, and he is only too glad if he haa the least reason to 
calumniate their character and reputation. 

You )>atience will he brought to hot trial on the road and here, but do not allow 
your European attendants aud domestics to quarrel with or beat an Abyssinian. All 
such little nonsenses have brought sorrow aud trouble enough on our poor friends. 

Do not for the present notice the Bishop, or any other high functionary, as His 
Majesty is very suspicious in this respect. 

Pray don’t bring with you Martscha Worky or Bcroo, as the King is displeased 
with them; it would be very unfortunate for them as well os for you. 

No doubt the King will take all pains to justify his conduct towards the English 
prisoners in your presence. At first he will most likely liegin with showing you the 
Amharic translation of the writings of Messrs. Stem and Rosenthal and my wife. 
Seoondlv, he will tell you that he 1ms received the English Consul, Captain Cameron, with 
all the decorum which he thought proper at the reception of an Ambassador of the 
Queen of England. He will tell you what presents he gave to Captain Cameron, and 
how he sent him with a letter for ller Majesty the Queen of England, wishing him to 
bring an answer. Instead of waiting at Massowali or Bogos for an answer, the Consul 
went down to Cassabi to my enemies the Turks, and Mime round by Matemma without 
bringing the desired answer, and so on. 

After all these and similar declarations, the King will put to you the blunt 
qumtion, “ Have I been right or w-ong ?*' and you will perhaps be perplexed ; but to 
get at vour ends you will l>e obliged apparently to agree with him; for to gainsay him 
would be to spoil* the whole matter at the beginning. 

It is very proliable that he will come with his odd notions about Kennaarand Soudan 
—that it belonged formerly to his dominions, and that he wants to have it. But what 
are you prepared to answer to this ?—to laugh, you dare not. 

He will, perhaps, also tell you his indignation about the behaviour of the English 
Consul at Jerusalem, in the affair of the Abyssinian* and their convent. 

I feel almost silly to give such pieces of information to an Ambassador of Her 
Majesty, but if you will oome hither you will see that I am justified in doing so. 

The King is since the 23rd of June at Debra Tabor. What direction he will take 
is unknown. Some say that he is going to Woggera and Semen. 

I really must beg your pardon in having trespassed so long on your patience. 

May God with Ilia grace guide you in all your proceedings, and enable you to 
accomplish the liberation of our suffering friends. 

Tnia is the prayer of yours, &c. 


(Signed) 


T. M. FL AD. 


291 


Inclosure 10 in No. 317. 

Mr. T. M. Flad to Mr. Rassam. 

Dear Sir, Oaffat , August 21, 1865. 

AT last your servants arrived with the goods, on the 19th of this month. I am 
only sorry to *sav that the white cotton stuffs are almost entirclv ruined by the rains. 
The white shirts are still good for use, hut are very much spoiled by the tin boxes. 
The flannel and flannel shirts however are in a good state. The brown soap is ail 
right, but the Windsor soap we had to scrape off from the stuffs, and liad to make balls 
of it. Fortunately enough the eatables have all arrived in a perfect good state, 
including rice and sugar. Tea, I hope, when I have it well dried, will be fit for use. 
The needles were all woss [?], but as Mrs. Flad has had plenty of sewing materials, she 
has hitherto provided them. 

I should have wished to write to you directly after Tndla and David bad arrived, 
but as I had expected your servants sooner I waited anxiously for their arrival. In the 
meantine, I learnt that Captain Cameron had sent down to you his servant, Lama, so I 
thought that he will have informed you of all tliat is necessary. 

I do not know whether you are acquainted with the diameter of Samuel, who has 
been for a long time the King's favourite, and in this liis capacity has done great 
mischief in the whole matter. After Mr. Stem’s imprisonment, before his papers were 
examined, Captain Cameron and myself thought to get him to act for our interest, we 
bribed him; Captain Cameron gave him 185 dollars, and 1,100 dollars, hut when we 
had filled his pockets he did just the contrary. lie promised to us he would surely get 
Mr. Stem released in a few days, but at the very same time it was he who advised the 
King to examine Mr. Stem’s writings, and it was he who put suspicion in the King’s 
mind concerning the Consul’s going down to Kassela, and it is his working tliat the 
Consul was put in chains. I mention only this, os some Ahyuiniana might represent 
him as a fitting person to act for your interest. 

"NVolda Selassee Gobaxcy, a merchant and spy of the King, had praised before the 
King the English Ambassador beyond measure; he has told everywhere how kind and 
polite a reception ho had met with you, and it is now stated os soon as you have 
arrived at Adowa, this man will be stmt by Ilis Majesty to receive you and bring you to 
the King. 

On the 2nd instant Ilis Majesty left Debra Tabor, ne returned to his camp, where 
the Wollo Gallos had made an attack and killed some of his soldiers. At present he is 
between Lostn Jeddjio and Wadela. 

On the 27th of July t my last messengers went to the fortress. They will come 
hock in September, when the rivers begin to abate. At that time I shall send on the 
things to Captain Cameron. 

I have drawn for Captain Cameron on you, in favour of Mr. Bender, at Gaffat, the 
sum of 200 (two hundred) dollars. The owner of the order will send it down to your 
agent after the rainy season is over. I inclose two letters of Mrs. Flad. Would you 
be kind enough to forward them. 

I remain, Ac. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAD. 


Inclosure 11 in No. 330. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

Dear Rassam, July 8, 1865. 

I HAVE received your note. Many thanks. 

The things are arrived. Thanks, too. 

Your messengers arrived some days ago, and, I hear, all the messengers are sent to 
Massowah. 

There is no shirking it now. Dear fellow, since you have asked to come up a 
third time you must come, or we may all be knocked on the head. 

We were all chained hand and foot a few days back, the same day your letter 
arrived. 

The letter arrived in the afternoon after we had been chained. 

Bend nothing to the Bishop or Dejaj MInroad] for the present; it make make 
much mischief. 


* 



















Yours ever, &c. 
(Signed) C. I>. C. 


Inclomire 12 in No. 317. 

The Rev. N. Stem to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Sir, Amha Maydola, July 9, 1865. 

WB hare been informed that His Majesty has requested you to come to to 
Abyssinia, in order that he may arrange with you our sad business. After ah you hare 
heard you may perhaps fee! a little hesitation to embark on such a mission. The 
enterprise is certainly ImidaWe, and onr Heavenly Father I fee! sure will protect yon 
on the road, and crown with success your self-denying efforts in behalf of the suffering 
and afflicted. Should crrcumstances lead you to adopt an opposite course, Hts 
Majesty would certainly resent even an imaginary insult on those hi his power. 

Our troubles hare during the last few days been aggravated by an event with which 
we have not the remotest connection. On the night of the 1st instant, Prince Menilek, 
the son of Hailn Malakot, and son-in-law to His Majesty, unexpectedly quitted the 
camp, and together with his followers, departed for Shoa. Tlie King had next 
morning a quarrel with the Bishop, ami to fhirsh the day’s business, all the prisoners 
got, in addition to their feet, also short hand chains. 

Mr. Flad may perhaps write yon more, but as the royal troops are on the road to 
Bcgcmder, by which the nearer luw to pass, I must not be diffuse. 

That God may bless ami prosper your noble undertaking to effect our liberation, is 
the fervent prayer of yours, &c. 

(Signed) H. A. OTEKN. 


No. 318. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewetker to the Earl ef Clarendon—(Received February 27.) 

My Lord, Aden, February 8, 1866. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that Dr. Beke, proceeding on a mission from the 
friends of the captives in Abyssinia, arrived here on tlie morning of the 11th January. 
Her Majesty's steamer “ Victoria ” was about to leave for Mnssmvah and I offered him 
a passage in he* for Mrs. Hoke, himself* and an Abyssinian jiriest who was travelling 
with him. He had intended waiting here some days for money and stores which were 
following him from England, but on lieing told that the “ Victoria " in all probability 
would not revisit Mamowuh for some time to come, he took advantage of the 
opiiortunity and left on the 12th January. Captain Parr, Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra,” 
kindly said he would take up the sum's and money when he proceeded to that port, 
which he would have to do shortly. They have been here about a fortnight, but I have 
been compelled to detain the “ Lyra ” till now in consequence of the unsettled state of 
one of the Arab tril>es cm the mainland near to this. 

2. She will leave, however, on tlu* 12th instant, and will bring back from Massowak 
any further intelligence' which may have been received either from Captain Cameron or 
Mr. Ransom—none lias lx*en—since that forwarded by me on the 21st ultimo. 

3. By the “ Lyra ” 1 have sent a letter to Dr. Poke, a cony of which l have the 
honour to forward herewith, and trust it w ill meet with your Lordship’s approval. In 
the delicate and very difficult position in which Mr. Kaxsam is placed, I considered it 
my duty to point out to Dr. Bckc how inexpedient an advance on his part now would be, 
and how likely to mar the success of Mr. Kassam’s mission which is promising so weR. 

I have, Ac. _ 

(Signed) W. L MEBBWETffER. 


I will send my own messenger m a day or two. 
This is only a warning. 
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Inclosure in No. 318. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merettetker to Dr. Beke. 

Aden, February 8, 1866. 

8ir * VTFR MAJESTY’S ship 44 Lvra ” will leave this for Massowah in a few days, and 

IJS J. to. toll,™. I to 

10 d °3. Mr Bassam had niched Kassala on the«th Novemher. 

the 9th, expecting to arrive »t v‘**”do™ S and“t W ^ honed would either meet or 
immediately communicate with King 1 neo * latter’s movements it was 

apeedijy bcjolned bvan to Ma^ “hat he had 

* supposed to he true, the latter 

D °^ v^^in the^raeeutiorfof*tho 

ITlSSn” mtstn 7 MatonZZt gentle,nan ha* propped.» 

sswysmr sbvs 

““with your knowledge of Abyssinia, it* present 

mmmmi 
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WBrnmmm 

m0re 6 Cn As C far t M we are able to judge Mr. IWm’s mission ha* every chance of success! 
he is proceeding to join the King’s Court at the invitation if that Monarch, cm the 2 th of 

SThotS have reached the place appoint^ and ^SfuZi heft 
^ vxrv.,1,1 nnt aliore fourteen days march between them, and furtnc r, ne is me 
then wf uld H \fa«^tv the*Oueen of England, which cannot hill to prove 

question of the condition of the captives or any other could be . 

q 7. Under these eireumstanee. X would singly re<*mmend y f ,ur de^errmgjronr 

advance from l^wa^TSi. 

momeDt n -md"to save time I shall by this opportunity write and request M. Munzinger, 
Xu^TtTBriiiMulate. to 1 M *2d enough to eommun,cate to you 
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any authentic intelligence he may receive, that you may be the better able to judge 
how you can act with advantage to the cause you have undertaken. 

I have, Ac. _' 

(8igned) W. L. UEREWETHEB. 


No. 319. 

Mr. Pur day to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 27.) 

My Lord, 24, Great Marlborough Street , February 26, 1866. 

IN taking the liberty to present to your Lordship a copy of Mr. 8tem r s last 
letter* (which I trust your Lordship will read), I am led to make two or three remarks 
on the correspondence which has lately taken place between myself and the Foreign 
Office relative to l>r. Beke's statement of a conversation which he had in Cairo with 
Mr. Palgrave on the subjects of Mr. Rassara’s instructions, Ac., and Mr. Palgrave’s 
denial of those statements. 

Now, if your Lordship thinks it worth while to compare the letter sent to me 
respecting Mr. Rassam’s instructions, with the statements made by Mr. Palgrave to 
Dr. Beke and to the Foreign Office, your Lordship will find that there have been 
prevarications somewhere. 

As to the other revelations of Mr. Palgrave to Dr. Beke, it is quite obvious that 
Dr. Beke could not relate what he did not know anything about until Mr. Palgrave 
told him. Whether they are true or not, it is not for me to say; but one thing is 
certain, they are not very creditable. 

Begging your Lordship’s excuse for troubling you with this, I remain, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES H. FURDAY. 


Minute. 

There is nothing of any importance in the printed paper which has not already 
been reported; and as this letter does not need any answer, it might be well to say 
nothing on it; although, as he has declined to read Palgravo’s statement, he is not 
justified in having it inferred, os he evidently wishes, that Palgrave, and not Beke, is 
tho storyteller. 

J. M. 

Acknowledge receipt. 

March 1, 1866. C. 

No. 320. 

Mr. Layard io Count de Moynier. 

M. le Comte, Foreign Office , February 28, 1866. 

I HAVE laid before the Earl of Clarendon your letter of the 22nd instant, offering 
to proceed to Abyssinia with 100 men, in order to release the British subjects now 
detained in captivity in that country; and I am desired by his Lordship to tliank you 
for your offer of services, of which, however, his Lordship docs not consider it advisable 
to avail liimself. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) A. H. LAYARD. 

No. 321. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 5, 1866. 

WITH reference to your letters of August 31, 1865, and 26th ultimo, respecting 
a sum of 840 dollars which was granted by the India Office to the late Mr. Barroni, 
but was appropriated by the Turkish Kaimakam at Massowah, under the impression 

• Printed. 
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that the money was intended for the use of Consul Cameron, to whom the Kaimakam 
had advanced money for his journey into the interior, I am directed by the Earl of 
Clarendon to acquaint you, for the information of Lord Hartington, that as the matter 
appears to have arisen out of a private transaction between Consul Cameron and the 
Turkish Kaimakam, Consul Cameron’s private Agent in this office has, with his 
Lordship's permission, made arrangements with the Political Agent at Aden for the 
settlement of the matter privately in the mode suggested by Colonel Merewether in his 
letter to the Government of Bombay of the 14th of October last, ft copy of which was 
inclosed in Lord Dufferin’s letter to me of the 23th of January last. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAME8 MURRAY. 


Minute. 

The draft has been drawn up in communication with the India Office, in order 
to close the matter officially. A. L. COLE8. 


No. 322. 

Proposed Despatch from the Earl of Clarendon to Colonel Stanton. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March , 1866. 

I nAVE received your despatch Consular No. 9 of the 1st ultimo, enclosing 
Mr. Palgrave’s explanations respecting his alleged statements to Dr. Beke on the 
Abyssinian question, and I have to state to you that, except as to the indiscretion of 
talking to Dr. Beke, Mr. Palgravc’s explanation is satisfactory. 

* I am, Ac. 

(8igned) CLARENDON. 


Minute. 


Mr. Murray says this need not go. 


A . L. C. 


No. 323. 

Mr. Handcock to Earl Russell.—(Received March 7.) 

My Lord, 27, Holford Square , Pentonville, March 3, 18C6. 

MAY I venture to entreat your Lordship to take some prompt measure on behalf 
of our poor fellow-countrymen in Abyssinia. Common humanity seems to demand 
that your Lordship should be fully alive to the public feeling on this point, and that 
something should oe done for them, however culpable, if they are culpable, to release 
them from this terrible bondage worse than death. 

Your, Ac. 

(Signed) R. HANDCOCK. 


No. 324. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, March 8, 1866. 

I HAVE received news from Rass&m dated December 28th. On the 26th he 
received letters from his Majesty inviting him to his Court, an escort sent to meet him 
near the frontier and every facility afforded for the journey. He intended to start on 
the 28th and expected to meet the King near Lake Dembea before January 10th. He 
considers matters more promising, and messengers give great hopes of the success of 
the mission. 
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No. 326. 

Mr. Stanxfeld to Mr. Layard.—{Received March 9.) 

gk India Office, March 9, 1866. 

’ in continuation of the letter from this Office dated the 23rd ultimo,* I am directed 
by the Secretary of State for India in Council, to forward herewith a further statement 
of expenses incurred on account ol’ Mr. Rassam's mission to Abyssuua, amounting to 
2 603 rupees 3 annas 7 pice; and I liave to request that the equivalent of that sum, 
vis., 260/. 6s. 6 d., may be transferred to the credit of the Secretary of State m Council 
of India at the Bank of England. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. STANSFELD. 

[8ee No. 350.] 


No. 326. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Purday. 

gj r Foreign Office , March 9, 1866. 

* I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 20th ultimo,t sending a printed copy of a letter from Mr. Stern, and containing 

remarks on the recent correspondence between yourself and this Office. 

I am at the same time to infonn you that his Lordship received a telegram last 
night from Alexandria to the effect that Mr. Raaaam had received letters from King 
Theodore, inviting him to his Court, and that an escort had been sent to meet him. 

Mr. ltassam expected to reach the King’s Court on the 10th of January last, and 

entertained great hopes of a successful issue to his mission. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 327. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Detborough. 

g. Foreign Office, March 9, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to inform you that his Ixmishm received 

n telegram lost night from Alexandria, to the effect that Mr. ^fji^Tho 

letters on the 20th December from King Theodore inviting him to hi. Court. The 
King had sent an escort to meet him, and had afforded every famUty for lus joumey. 
Mr. ltassam expected to arrive at the King's Court on or before the 10th of •laouary. 
and considered that the information lie hail received warranted him entertaining gnat 

hopes of a successful issue to his mission. 

1 I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 328. 

Mr. Purday to Mr. Murray.— {Received March 10.) 

24, Great Marlborough Street , March 10, 1866. 

IF> YOU will bo pleased to present my liest thanks to the Earl of Clarendon, for the 
information kindly conveyed by you of the receipt of the telegram respecting 
Mr Rassam’s mission, which I have good reason to hope will be effectnal. 

The long delay in the transmission of Her Majesty s letter had led us jo despair >f 
Mr Rassam’s ever reaching its destination, and consequent y created much anxiety m 
the minds of the relative of the captives, which we sincerely hope may now be allajed 

by the early tidings of their release. 

; I am, &o. 

(Signed) CHARLES U. PURDAY. 
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No. 829. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 16.) 

S To. 14. Consular.) 

y Lord, * Cairo, March 6, 1866. 

I BEG leave to forward herewith to your Lordship a letter just received by me 
from Mr. Gifford Palgrave on the subject of the allowance made to him by Her Majesty’s 
Government whilst employed in this country; and I have the honour to request your 
Lordship’s authority to pay Mr. Palgrave the amount therein specified. 

I have, he. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Minute. 

be paid, and an allowance at the same rate continued 


March 16, 1866. 


Inclosure in No. 329. 

Mr. Palgrave to Colonel Stanton. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to call your attention to the following ciremnstance. 

By despatch No. 19 of Earl Russell, then Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, bearing date the 7th October, 1865,* you were authorized to pay me 
the sum of 100/. sterling per month, for the months of October and November 
respectively. 

The reason for the limitation of the above authorization in the despatch, was as 
follows: “Mr. Palgrave should at all events prolong his stay in Egypt during the 
present and following month, by the expiration of which time it may be hoped that some 
trustworthy intelligence may be received of Mr. Rassam’s projects by which the^ 
course of Her Majesty’s Government may be determined.” 

Awaiting such determination and further orders l liave remained in Egypt up to 
the present date, namely the 1st March, 1866, in accordance with the desire of Govern¬ 
ment, and at their disposition. The appointed allowance for October and November 
lias been drawn ; but since then three other montlis, namely December, January, and 
February liave passed, for which I have received no allowance. The reason and 
conditions of my stay during these three months are in all reflects identical with those 
of the two mentioned in Earl Russell’s despatch, nor could I quit Egypt without 
intimation from Government to leave the jHist assigned me. No such intimation lias 
reaelnyl me; and in the meanwhile the expenses incurred by my stay during the 
latter three months have been at the same ratio w ith those of October and Novemner. 

In consequence, I have to request that you will have the goodness to procure the 
necessary authorization for the payment of similar allowance, namely 100/. sterling per 
mouth, for the past mouths of December, January, and February, in accordance with 
the tenor of the alx>vc-inentioned despatch, should such ho the good pleasure of Her 
Majesty's Government. 

Perhaps you would also have the g<x>dness to ascertain at the same time, should 
you think tit so to do, whether Her Majesty's Government desire that the monthly 
allowance should remain the same during any further prolongation of my stay in 
Egypt, awaiting their further disposition and orders, regarding myself or the business 
on account of which they have desired me to remain here. 

Permit me at the same time to hog of you to communicate to Her Majesty’s 
Government my entire readiness to wait, or to proceed towards Abyssinia, according 
as they shall see fit: and my desire to contribute by whatever exertions, whether 
aecomjMmied by any slight personal risk or otherwise, to the British interest and 
honour, here or elsewhere. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) W. GIFFORD PALGRAVE. 


E. HAMMOND. 

0 , 


Cairo , March 1, 1866. 


The money should, I conceive, 
while be remains in Egypt. 
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No. 330. 


Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon —(Received March 17.) 


(Telegraphic.) Cairo , March 16, 1866. 

FURTHER intelligence just received from Rasas m vii Aden. The Mission was 
at Bulwoha about fifty miles west of Gondar on the 4th January; they had been 
treated most civilly by the Chiefs of the districts they had passed through since leaving 
Matemma. News from prisoners to 27th of December. 


No. 331. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Dethorough .• 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 17, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to inform you that a telegram has this 
day been received from Alexandria dated yesterday, to the effect that on the 4th of 
January, Mr. Rassain had reached Bulwoka, a place distant about fifty miles from 
Gondar; that the Chiefs of the districts through which they passed had treated him 
most civilly; and tliat the prisoners had been heard of up to the 27th of December. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 332. 

Mr. Murray to Colonel 8tanton. 

(No. 17. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , March 21, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your 
dos|uitch Consular No. 14 of the 6th instant,f iuclosing a letter addressed to you by 
Mr. Gifford Pal grave, relative to the payment made to him by Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment whilst employed in Egypt; and I am to authorize you to draw upon the Chief 
Clerk of this Office a bill for the sum of 300/., being the amount of the monthly allow¬ 
ance of 100/. due to Mr. Palgrave for the months of December, January, und February 
last. 

1 am to odd that on allowance at the same rate will be continued to Mr. Palgrave 
whilst ho remains in Egypt. 

I am, Ac. 

% (Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 833. 

Mr. Slaiutfeld to Mr. Layard.—(Received March 24.) 

Sir* India Office, March 24, 1866. 

IN continuation of the letter from this Office dated the 9th instant, 11 am directed 
by the Secretary of State for India in Council, to forward herewith a further statement 
of expenses incurred on aooouut of Mr. Rass&m’s Mission to Abyssinia, nmountiu^ to 
32,425 rupees 14 annas 7 pioe; and 1 have to request that the equivalent of that 
sum, via., 3,2421. 11s. 10d., may be transferred to the credit of the Secretary of State 
in Council of India, at the Bank of England. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) J. STAN8FELD. 

[Sec No. 340.] 


• A similar letter was addressed to Mr. Psrday. 


t No. IM. 


I No. 325. 
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No. 334. 

Colonel Stanton to Earl Rustett , No. 26, March 8, 1866.— (Received March 28.) 
[Recording Telegram. 8ee No. 824.] 


No. 333. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 26.) 

(No. 27.) 

My Lora, Cairo, March 8, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship the copy of a letter 
from Mr. Kassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether, Political Resident at Aden, dated 
Matemma. December 27,1865, which reached me through the Prussian Consul-General 
this morning, and which incloses copies of letters received from the King of Ahyssiuia, 
inviting Mr. Ransom to proceed to Debra Tabor. 

Mr. Ransom intended leaving Matemma on the 28th December, and expected to 
meet His Majesty near the Like Membra before the 10th .human*. 

There appears from the courteous tone of the King’s letter to Mr. Kassam reason 
to hope that the mission of that gentleman may be successful, and that the captives 
will ere this have been liberated. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWARD STANTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 835. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Matemma , December 27, 1865. 

MY letters of the 8th ultimo, and of the 1st and 18th instant, which 1 forwarded 
to you viA Kassala and Massowah on the 14th of this month, will explain to you how 
tar I had progressed with my mission up to the date of the last letter. 1 have now the 
honour to report, for the information of Government, that I received yesterday two 
letters from King Theodoras, a translation of which I send herewith inclosed. 

2. Both letters, which are written in Arabic, are most civil and friendly. The one 
of the latest date, which he sent an an apology for having omitted to affix his name 
and seal to the former letters, is quite perfect an regards the Royal seal and name. 

3. It took the messengers I sent from here on the 22nd ultimo fifteen days 4o 
reach the King in Godjam; and no sooner did His Majesty receive my letter than he 
ordered letters to be written to the different Rulers on the way between Matemma and 
Debra Tabor to afford me and my imrty every assistance in their |>ower, and to provide 
us with carriage and provisions free of expense through the whole route, lie also 
ordered three of his officers, with the rank of " Banka,” and decorated with the Royal 
shirt, to come with a large escort to meet us at Wahuce (the first village on the border 
of Abyssinia, two days’ journey lienee), for the puqione of conducting us to bis Court. 
The King himself would meet me near the Lake in Datnbes on my way tliere, where 
he purposes to have a private conference with me regarding the object of my 
mission. 

4. As His Majesty thought that we should like to remain at Debm Tabor during 
our stay in Abvssinia (Gondar being now in a ruined state), he has written both to the 
authorities end to the Eurcqwons there, to prepare everything for us which might 
conduce to our comfort. 

5. The messengers give great hopes as to the success of my mission ; and from the 
munificent way be has treated the whole (seven in number), the aspect of matters looks 
more cheering. He dressed them all handsomely, and presented each of them with a 
fine mule. 

6 . It is currently rumoured that the King had been heard to say that he would 
try the European prisoners again in my presence, and that he intended to constitute me 
a judge between him and them on the charge of treason. 
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7. The messenger whom I had last sent from Massowah, conveying to the King 
the report of my departure thence for Metemma on the 15th of October, did not reach 
His Majesty, on account of the disturbances on the road, until the 8th instant, or a 
day after he received my letter addressed to him from this place. In this case the 
King did not know that 1 had left Massowah until he heard of my arrival here; conse¬ 
quently, lie lost no time in acting up to his promise of sending me an escort to take me 
up to him. 

8 . The King lias also written to the Chief of Metemma to provide us with carriage 
and other necessaries as far as Wahuee, where the Itoyal Guard would be awaiting us. 
The required camels have already l>cen engaged, and we puniose to leave to-morrow 
afternoon for Abyssinia, and hope to meet Ilis Majesty before the 10th of next 
month. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RA88AM. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 335. 

King Theodore to Mr. Raaaam. 

(Translation.) 

In the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, one God, praise be to 

Him for ever. Amen. 

TO the beloved ami noble llomiuzd Russain. After offering to you salutations 
and asking after your good health, we praise* God abundantly that we are well and in 
the best of health. We inform you that we have received your note, dated the 22nd of 
November [qy. date], and understood it to the letter, and we thanked the Creator for 
your friendshm. Now, oh beloved, we lrnve explained to you that the omission of our 
mime to this fetter has l>eeu occasioned by the people whom 1 used to love, and who 
used to sit on my lx*d [i.e., at my board], [ but who] had reviled us. This is the obstacle 
w hich \vc mentioned to you while you were at Massowah. Now, seeing that God has 
brought you safely to these parts, we have sent peremptory orders to the Governors 
in the neighbourhood of Tcheiga for nwivitiff you ami bringing you towards us. 

Regarding the servants [messengers j who came to us while you were at Massowah, 
they got sick, and we found one of them, named Mohammed, not imliiqHwed; him we 
semi to you n<*cording to your desire.* We have ordered the said Mohammed, if they 
(lib* companions] are recovered to take them with him. May you remain preserved. 

The 1st of Nahsos [a.H.j, 1282. [The 8th of December, 1805.] 


Inolosure 3 in No. 335. 

King Theodore to Mr. Rasaam. 

(Translation.) 

Iu the name of the Father, of the Sou, and of the Holy Ghost, one God, praise he to 

Him eternally. 

FROM the King of Kings of Abyssinia, King Tlieodorus, to the beloved and true 
friend, llormuzd Rassam, lirst Governor of Aden. After offering you abundance of 
salutations and presenting you with compliments, [we offer] to the Most High God 
abundant thanks. What necessitated the writing this, oh, dear one, is that we wrote 
to you formerly a number of letters, not containing the name and seal, on account of 
what liad taken place on the part of insolent people, who outraged God, ami [the one] 
whom lie had made ruler, ami we do not know, nor understand, whether these people 
are Jews or heathens, who do not know God. When we saw in this matter [five words 
obscure], we find it necessary to affix lor you our name and seal; and we have placed 
the name and the Royal Seal, because, if these wicked men liave reviled us, you, oh 
beloved, what evil have you done to us! Now we send you our name and our seal by 
your servants, in order that every time we might not act amiss, as formerly. Salam. 

Written on Monday, the 4th of Nahsos [a.h.L 1282. [The 11th of December, 
1865.] 


• 1 bad Mksd the DHMogir who eorrtod my l*u«*r to com* himttlf lo me when the wort waa M-nt — 

H. Ramau. 
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No. 336. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon , No. 30, March 16, 18G6 .—(Received March 27.) 

[Recording telegram. See No. 330.] 


No. 337. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 27.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 16, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship the accompanying 
despatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Mcrewcther,* with its inclosures, which reached me 
this morning, and which contains the further intelligence from Mr. Rassam, referred to 
in my telegram to your Lordships of this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 338. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 27.) 

My Lord, Aden, March 3, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra” 
returned from Massowah this day, bringing intelligence from the captives up to the 
27tli December, and from Mr. Rassam up to the 4th January. 

2. Copies of the letters received from Captain Cameron an* forwarded herewith. 
It will lx* seen from them that though all had suffered gn*atlv from influenza, and 
Mrs. Rosenthal’s child had died since last accounts, they wen* at the time of w riting in 
fair health and as well as could lx* cxpect(*d under the circumstances. They were 
anxiously looking for intelligence n*gnnling Mr. RasHarn’s mission, of which they 
knew nothing beyond the reports of his having left the coast for up country. The 
money, 300 dollars, which Captain Camenm asks to Ik* sent to Massowah on M. llardel’s 
account, was forwarded by me in ller Majesty’s ship “ Lyra.” There would lx* no use 
attempting to send any mon* money direct to Captain Cameron for his use and that of 
the other captives, as long ere this l hope Mr. ltassam, who is well supplied with 
funds, will at least have communicated with them, if not have effected their release. 

3. A copy of a letter from Mr. Find at Goffat is also apjieudod. It is dated 28th 
Dcceml>er ami 1st January, and in it he stat<»s “ twice I have sent money up to the 
fortn*ss to Captain Cameron, Ac., so that they are well supplied fc r some time to 
come.” All the letters were much damaged by wet, so that the writing in some jmrts 
was quite illegible. 

4 . I am glad to be able to give excellent rejjorts of Mr. Rassnm’s successful 
progress. As l expected, he had only to push on and reach ^latemnm to find every¬ 
thing smooth before him. He appears to have arrived at that place on the 2l»t 
December. He there received a most friendly and courteous letter from the Em|K*ror, 
who, to do proper honour to the mission, had sent thn*e oflicers of rank, with a strong 
guard, to escort it to the Court. The Em]>eror himself waa in Godiam, chastising the 
rebels there, hut he intended to come and meet Mr. Raefl&m near the Like Tsana, as 
the hitter parsed through l)endn*a on his way to to Debra Tabor. The Emperor would 
leave it to Mr. Rassam’s option to n*side either at Debra Tabor or Koratn during his 
stay in Abyssinia, and orders had Ik*cii sent to both those places to make ammg^-ments 
forthe proper reception and for the wants of the mission, while all the jH*oplc lx*twecn 
Metemma and Debra Tabor were directed to provide the i>arty with everything required 
whether in the shape of provisions, carriage, or aught else. All the messengers 
Mr. Rassam had sent to the Emperor had lx*en given dresses of honour and other 
presents. On the 4th January the mission was at Balwoha, between Wohnee and 
Tehulga, and only about fifty miles west of Gondar, expecting to move on that after- 

• No. 338. 
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noon. They had been treated most civilly by the heads of the districts they had passed 
through since tearing Metemma. 

5. The Emperor seems quite to lmv« changed his tactics, and the best results may 
soon, I think, be confidently expected, though from the dilatory habits of the people 
of the country some time may yet lilapse liefore the object of the mission will be quite 
completed. Mr. Flad mentions in his letter, that the Europeans at Gnffat (the King’s 
artisans) had received -two. letters from ilia Majesty, saying that an English Ambaijr 
sador, who who came to seek his friendship, was on the road, and after he liad met 
him he would send him to Gaffat. lie luid also ordered them to receive him with all 
honour due to his rank. Everybody, the Europeans and Abyssinians, conclude that 
His Majesty is inclined to settle the business on which Mr. iUissam was sent. 

0. M. Munzinger, Acting British Consul at Maseowah, informs me that on the 
13th February, he had forwarded by native boat oopifw of all the letters now received 
in original by the “ Lyra,” also a despatch from Mr. Ro s sam to me. These have not 
yet reached me, but probubly will in a day or so. He pfao n*id he does not expect anv 
more letters before the-middle of March. The “ Victoria ” w;ill b? sent to Massowali 
on the 15th, by which time I hope further g<xxl tidings will liave arrived. , , 

7. Ur. Beke was still at Maxsowah when the “ Lyra” left on the 27th ultimo; 
hut he proposed starting in a day or two and going alxrnt thirty miles inland. He has 
sent no official reply to my despatch, requesting him to delay his attempt to enter 
Abyssinia uutil something definite was know of the xucc«**s or otherwise of Mr. Rassam’s 
mission; but in a demi-official note he informs me that be had already notified his 
arrival to the Emperor, and his intention to proceed to his Court as quickly as possible. 
His letter was despatched on the 30th January, and with it a copy of a jsdition from 
the relatives of the captives, written in Amharie and English, proving for merry to the 
unfortunate prisoners. At the earliest that letter would not reach the Emperor before 
the middle of February. By that time, 1 trust Mr. Bussam w ill have been sufficiently 
long with the* King to render the chances of anv ill effects resulting from the apparently 
double and different missions bring less tbun if lie lind not joined His Majesty, and 
huviug delivered Her Majesty’s letter to King Theodoras, the latter would be more 
disposed to understand the real nature and object of Ur. Beke's proceedings. 

I liave, &e. -_ 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 338. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. liassam. 

My dear Rasaam, Magdala Prison, December 11. 1865. 

i\« I HAVE received your note by Hadji Adam’s man. He lias been four months on 
the road and was lightened of the paper 4c. by rebels. , , 

There is no news here except that half of us are laid up with influenza, and that 
|x>or Mrs. Rosenthal's son has gone at last, after constant suffering in one shape or other 
almost since his birth. 

Mrs. Rosenthal is enceinte. God alone knows what the end of all this misery 
will be. • . . * » f ■ . 

We are all pretty quiet again among ourselves—the l>ost of all things—but there 
are times when the position is horrible. The nerves, and consequently the temper, 
give way in spite of ourselves: I am anxiously looking out lbr money. 

1 have borrowed twenty dollars already which 1 can’t pay. The Bishop has no 
m mey to lend us at present. 

i send two letters, one for Ur. Kerens, the other for llertslct. 

Remember me most kindly to dear Flay fair and Badger, if you are writing that 
way; and pray thank General Coghlnn for a letter he 1ms lx*eu kind enough to write to 
my people, and believe me, &c. 

(Signed) C. D. C. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 338. 

Consul Cameron to Mt% Rastami 


My dedr Rassam, Magdala Prison, December 18, 1885. 

1 MERELY send you a few lines to say that we ore all still alive, though 
suffering. 

There is n nasty' epidemic prevailing—a sort of influenaa—and Stem, myself, 
Rosenthal, Mrs. Rosenthal, Kerans, and M. Bardel liave all been shaken with it. 

We are none of us too strong, I urn sorry to say it is all well os long ns we are not 
touched by disease, hut there is not one of us who can stand the slightest illness. 
Mrs. Rosenthal was confined last night, and 1ms brought a little girl into this 
miserable society of ours. You might write the news to the Jews’ Society. I wish 
you would arrange to have a few hundred dollars at my disposal on my private account 

.you can arrange it kindly. Send Mr. Flad twenty dollars for 

Mr. Kerans. Excuse my troubling von about Hub, but my people will soon bo 
clamouring for advances on wages. 1 have written to Hortslet about it, also alxmt 
all money sent, put, if possible, to my private account. 

. ..... *not forget to be remembered to dear Playfair and Ins wife, also 

to Mr. Badger, for whose kindness to my mother I am truly grateful. F. at <J. will, I 
suppose, tell you the news. Good bye. 

Yours ever, 

(Signed) C. UUNCAN CAMERON. 


Inelosure 8 in No. 838. 

Consul Cameron to ^ ir. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Magdala Prison , December 27, 1865. 

YOUR letter by Hadji Adam’s man, written before you had heard from the King, 
came to hand some time hack. 1 have acknowledged it; that by Waldoo only notched 
me three days ago. Waldoo has brought me 100 dollars. His companion 1ms dropped 
on the road sick. I have arranged with D. M. to send for him after a few days; he 
has the other 100 dollars with him. 

Alxmt hills mentioned in the letter to Mr. F. of G., which lie 1ms sent me, I have 
drawn four bills on you: one for the prisoners iShillce and Kllslee, my |x<ople, hut 
separate from me, and at present prisoners at large at Gaffat; this 1 believe was quite 
legitimate, as I was unable to forward them money from here. Then there have (men 
too sent in favour of Bardel, one for 100 dollurs, and one for 300 dollars, the fatter to 
lx* j»aid into Delmonte’w hands. 

As I have never explained myself quite clearly in regard to Bardel, 1 may tell you 
that he was imprisoned by the King on a charge of having made mischief between''llfa 
Majesty and the other Eurojieans, ourselves included. 

Flad 1ms written to him since his arrival here to this effect, “I have heard from 
good authority that you have been the cause of all our misfortunes." Hereafter* the 
King may actually throw much of the blame of what has occurred on his shoulders. 

Under these circumstances, and ns I owed him nearly a 1,000 dollars, I have been 
careful uot to advamx* him money except on his private account, which money however, 
1 liave taken provisionally from what you sent. The hill for UK) dollars also on rpy 
private account, has been intended to keep him going for the present, without mixing 
him up with us, who an* prisoners on quite different grounds. 

That for 300 dollars was intended for his future support in the event of his lieing 
retained in the country by the stern will of the King (who you may be assured will follow 
his own way in that and nil other matters), after our affairs an* settled either one way 
or the other. It was better 1 think to give you an opportunity of settling this matter 
on my private account if possible while you were out of the country, as once in you may 
have difficulty in obtaining lunils on a large scale, in the event of matters being 
procrastinated. 

The fellow must lx* paid in some way or other. I cannot leave him to starve w hile 
I am in his debt, nor in decency could you, esjxvially as the money was lent me—was 
given at a moment when I had not a sous; and great part of it wax oxjH*iwlrd in 
bribery l>efore Stem’s trial, and so was in some sort of political service to me. 

My object in short in dealing with him thus liax been to prevent him fixing 

• Illegible. 
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himself on the British Government, in the face of the charges against him It is all 
very*well to divide a little sugar and rice upon perfectly equal terms, but "hra it 
comes to hundreds of dollars, would you or l I* justified in putting him on the wi 
footing as the other prisoners as an object of British sympathy and support, iw long 
of his own, in the shape of a large debt due by me 
the fourth bill was to enable my people to spent! a little money in their own way 
SriSSSS. or £!«* such deC men will run up in spite of surveillance, without 

trouhli ^me about a favour , and if you could always, supposing that as 

we were both in the mv of the Foreign Office it would not inconvenience you, 
especially as I believed that you wen? in plentiful funds. Never use the word demand 
Jain, dear Kassam, either to me or others. What demand have I a right: to make on 
3 ? Enough, both of us may have troubles enough before we get out ot this «rantrr, 
‘so as thank! to your good management, we have bail enough to keep ua pU ntifujly 
supplied with food, and there is, heaven knows, plenty of money, therefore tW w no 
iJ* in my worrying either you or myself further alxiut these matters, at least tor the 

PrCW? f see that our friends the missionaries are putting on their armour to break bnc^ 
after the most approved missionary fashion, across one anothers back s and tacts 

ne a, “'{^^i^ay^ft-ltTn this country like Daniel in the lions’ den, only at present the 

lions are uppermo^^ not a mnn nee d advice from myself or any one else All I 

mn do is to hope and pray that all may end well. I am not over well but (tod be with 
vou dear Rassam; and with kind regards to your companions, and the kindest when 
you write that way, to Messrs. Badger and^ayfp antHfrs. Plajfeir, . 


Indosure 1 in No. 338. 

Mr. T. M. Flad to Mr. Rassam. 

Gaffat, December 28, 1865. 

>< ar .\ HU-'ADY a week ago I lia<l intended to send to you Gebree Michael; but just 
when he was on the spit to leave, news reached us that you had already pawed - vlafo - 
on'vonr road to the Kimt. and we were fully convinced that you would 1 h- here next 
wc/k bu yesterday evening, when Fanta arrived, we learned that we were dwap- 
Zih’sl However,‘I hope that you have now the note that you left behind you. 

‘ The 400 dollars you had the kindness to send by my servants, I have received. 
Twice 1 have sent money up to the fortress to Captain Cameron, &e., so that they are 
sup .lied for sometime to come. Prom the inclosed notes frein Caphun Cameron, you 

will Irani the condition of our miflfering friend* in Magnate. 

We very much grieved to hear of the death of Mr. IWnthal s eh.1,1; but the poor 
fellow was a sufferer from the very beginning; he died on the 8th of this month. On the 
17th, Mrs. Rosenthal waa delivered of a little daughter; both she and the child are 

WC " The Europeans at Gaffiit (the King’s artnans), received two letters from His 
M j n .vhich he savs, that an English Ambassador, w ho came to seek his friend- 

he has met him he will send him to Gaffat. He also 
ordered them to receive you with all honours clue to your rank. Evervbody, the 
Fumpeans and Abyssinian h conclude that his Majesty is inclined to settle tW business 
vou eaine for Yrt one can never get to the bottom of this man’s ,-iu,meter; but of 
course we hope for the best, and trust that God will bless your self-denying efforts 

a« 1 hope' to have the honour of meeting you soon, 1 postpone everythin- that I 
Should have to ^y about the Europtwos here. You will find yourself that they are 

norsons mixed up together of a very different cast. , 

*^1 don’t know anything else which I should have to say for the present, besides 

what I hare recommended in my letter from August. .... . , . 

I and Mrs. Flad feel so grateful for your continual kindness towards us, that 
. . nothing to complain of ... . prjsfnt. The only thing . . 
would beg of you no ... that after you have .... m liberating our 
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unf .... friends you would bri . . . . your influence in our behalf too, as 
it is our most fervent wish to get out of this country. 

On the 17th of this month, Suma, the servant of the Consul, arrived here; the 
stores he had left at Gondar, because they demanded 11 dollars toll of him. I myself 
spoke to the Nijad Ras of Gondar .... giving him a present of two shirts, 
and promising to give him some gunpowder. I got the things here without paying the 
11 dollars. Suma says that he received from you 100 dollars; his expenses from 
Massowah to Gondar amounted to 76 dollars, as Tan too Merehee, the merchant to whom 
you had intrusted him gave me the account, the remaining 25 dollars he handed me 
over, which I shall send to Captain Cameron. Waldoo also and his companions whom 
you had sent with money, have not yet arrived at Magdala. 

Captain Cameron sent .... letter from .... dated 22nd of July, in 
which .... state that on the 26th of June .... had sent the sum of 
800 dollars .... Mr. Eippexle, at Matemmn. The . . sul wished me to 

send down .... it but .... nor Mr. Eipperle have mentioned anything 
about it. Mr. Scliimper tluinks you for your kind remembrances, and begs to say that 
he hopes he will soon have the honour ol seeing you hero. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAl). 

P.S.— 1st January, 1806.—I kept Fanta here till now, in the hope of giving yon 
some .... news of our friends on the fortress, as I have sent some messengers a 
fortnight ago, but they have not arrived; and I deem it better to send him now', as you 
may want him on the road. Report says, that the King had sent such a friendly letter 
to the English prisoners on the fortress; as soon as I hear of them 1 shall send to you. 
I send you some potatoes by Fanta. May the Lord lead you safely hither, and protect 
you, and prosper your efforts in this new year, is the sincere wish of yours, &c. 

With respectful regards, I remain, See. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 338. 

Mr. T. M. Flad to Mr. Rassam. 

Dear Sir, Gaffat , January 3, 1806, mid-day, 1 o’clock. 

JUST now my messenger arrived from Magdala, with the inclosed letters from 
Captain Cameron. I hasten to forward them; perhaps the man may reach Fanta on 
the road. The report that His Majesty Theodore has sent a friendly letter to the 
English prisoners at Magdala, lias proved to be a gigantic lie. 

In case you are called to the King from Tshelga, please to let the hearer of this 
return, in order that we might hear something about you. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAD. 


No. 339. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 27.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo , March 27, 1866. 

RASSAM has joined Emperor, and been well received, lie asked for Cameron’s 
release. Emjieror replies he has nothing against the Consul, and would have let him 
free long ago, only he will not go without the others. Matters were to l>e further 
discussed quietly at Debra Tabor. 


No. 340. 

Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office , April 4, 1866 

WITH reference to Mr. Murray's letter of the 29tli of January last, and to your 
reply of the 9th of February, I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to 
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you herewith, to be laid before the Lord* Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, 
copies of three further letters from the India Office, 0 inclosing statements received from 
the Government of India of charges incurred between the months of April and of 
October last, on account of the mission of Mr. Rassam to the Court of Abyssinia; and 
requesting that the several amounts therein specified, «. e., 7761. 2 m. lid., 250/. 6m. 5d., 
and 3,242/. 11s. 10d., may be paid to the credit of the Secretaiy of State for India at 
the Bank of England. And I am to request that you will move their lordships to 
give direction* for the repayment to the India Office of those advances. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 341. 

Colonel Stunt on to the Hurl of Clarendon.—(Received April 6.) 

(No. 37.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 27, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship the accompanying despatch 
from Colonel Merewether,f with its inclosures, that has just reached me by the 
Bombay mail. 

With the exception of Mr. Rassnm’sprivatc letter to Colonel Merewether, reporting 
hi* progn*ss in Abyssinia, which apjwars most satisfactory, the inclosurcs contained in 
Colonel Merewether’* despatch have already been forwarded to your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 342. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received Ajnril 6.) 
(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, March 17, 1866. 

THE letters alluded to in paragraph 6 of my despatch of the 3rd instant, as having 
lieen sent from Massowah by native boat, only arrived to-day. The vessel was delayed 
by bad weather and contrary winds. I luive the honour to forward herew ith copies of 
the different documents received by her. 

2. They are of more importance than I expected they would be, and, I regret to say, 
tell of most unfortunate dissensions amongst the captives themselves, which may lead 
to difficulties and injuriously ntFeot Mr. Hussain's efiorts for their release. It is true 
the intelligence is of old date, and the later news transmitted by me on the 3rd instant 
said no more about the quarrels; it may lx* hoped therefore matters have improved, 
and will remain so until Mr. Rassam joins the King, and has the advantage of direct 
personal communication with His Majesty. 

3. Mr. Rnssam’s progress is most promising, and the tone of the King’s letters 
most auspicious; while the instructions issued hv the King, and the manner in which 
the Mission 1ms Ixvn treated afier entering Abyssinia, are everything that could be 
wished. The lnt<*st oflieial communication is dated the 27th I)ccemlx*r, hut I have a 
private letter giving account of the movement of the Mission up to the 11th January, 
when it was only twenty miles from Gondar. Extracts from this letter are appended 
for your Lordships information.} 

4. As regards Mr. Rassam's and Captain Cameron’s remarks on the pecuniary 
transactions I n't ween them, 1 instructed the former to charge to Her Majesty’s 
Government all disbursements made by him, whether to Captain Cameron or to anyone 
else. Any monies cent up to the captives were inteudtxl for the Ixmefit of the whole, 
and to lx* distributed by Captain Cameron as he found l»est. When the captives have 
been safely extricated from their present position, and got out of the country, the total 
amount cxjicnded can lx* adjusted in any manner Her Majesty’s Government may be 
pleased to desire. Much more than Mr. Rassam is likely to use would be well spent if 
it brings alxmt that fortunate result, 

5. By this mail I send 1,000 German crowns to Colonel Stanton to meet the bill 
drawn by Mr. Rassam ; and I shall ask the former to, if possible, make an arrange¬ 
ment through the Egyptian Government that any further hills Mr. Rassam may have 
to draw may lx* cashed at any place where treasure may be belonging to the Egyptian 
Government, and I will at once, on receiving advice of the drafts being issued or 

* No*. 316, 333, and 333. f No. 343. $ Iocloaurr 3 in No. 317. 
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presented in Egypt, remit the equivalent to Colonel Stanton. The 500 dollars alluded 
to, and which I asked Sir R. Colquhoun to send to Matemma, were returned from 
Khartoum, their safe dispatch to their destination not having been found feasible. It 
is of the utmost importance that Mr. Rassam should lx* well provided with funds, and 
I trust that the arrangements will meet with your Lordship’s approval. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER 


Inclosure 1 in No. 342. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether , November 27, 1865. 
[See Inclosure 1 in No. 317.] 


Inclosure 2 in No. 342. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether , December 1, 1865. 
[See Inclosure 2 in No. 317.] 


Inclosure 3 in No. 342. 

Mr. T. M. Flad to Mr. Rassam , November 16, 1865. 
[See Inclosure 3 in No. 317.] 


Inclosure 4 in No. 342. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam, October 10, 1865. 
[See Inclosure 4 in No. 317.] 


Inclosure 6 in No. 342. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam , October 16, 1865. 
[8ee Inelosure 5 in No. 317.] 


Inclosure 6 in No. 342. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam, October 17, 1865. 
[See Inclosure 6 in No. 317.] 


Inclosure 7 in No. 342. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Hertslet , October 16, 1865. 
[See Inclosure 7 in No. 317.] 


Inelosure 8 in No. 342. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether , December 13, 1865. 
[See Inelosure 8 in No. 317.] 


Inelosure 9 in No. 342. 

Mr. T. M. Flad to Mr. Rassam, August 1, 1865. 
[See Inelosure 9 in No. 317.] 



"At: 
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Inclosure 10 in No. 343. 

Mr. T. M. Find to Mr. Rat tarn, August 21, 1865. 
[See Inclosure 10 in No. 317.] 

Inclosure 11 in No. 342. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Rassam, July 8, 1865. 
[See Inclosure 11 in No. 317.] 


Inclosure 12 in No. 342. 

The Rev. H. Stem to Mr. Rassam, July 9, 1865. 

[See Inclosure 12 in No. 317.] 

Inclosure 13 in No. 342. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether , December 27, 1565. 
[See Inclosure 1 in No. 335.] 


Inclosure 14 in No. 342. 

King Theodore to Mr. Rassam , December 8, 1865. 
[See Inclosure 2 in No. 335.] 


Inclosure 15 in No. 842. 

King Theodore to Mr. Rassam , December 11, 1865. 
| See Inclosure 3 in No. 335.] 


Inclosure 16 in No. 342. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Baleoalin, about 50 miles to the N.N. W. of Gondar , 

Mv dear Colonel, beticeen Walmse and Chulga , January I, 1866. 

‘ 1 1)0 hope that the new year will l>e more propitious to me, my party, and prisoners 
than last year; and from the turn the Abyssinian difficulty lias taken lately, I haveno 
doubt that our trouble will soon be compensated by the release of our captives. I be 
inclosed official letter which 1 have lieen obliged to write on tlun paper, on account ot 
the difficulty there is of sending any communication to the sen-coast tor fear of rebels 
and others, will give you in detail what had taken place lately aud I doubt not but 
that you will be extremely pleased at the way the King has been trying me even 
Wore he saw me. His letter* could not have been more civil and friendly, nor the 
orders which he has sent to all the districts through which we have to pass for our goc-d 
reception nnd entertainment could lie more gratifying. He has sent three high officials 
to escort us from the border of Abyssinia to Ins Court, and he actually sent tor the 
messengers 1 sent to him from Massowali, and told him tluit he would hold them 
responsible for getting us everything, even to the fowls and eggs. He told them that 
they were to act on bis part as well as mine, and they were to obtain for.everything 
that could be got. In a letter which he forwarded to the Sheikh of Matenuna and 
Galabat, lie spoke in gratifying terms of me and said, “ A beloved friend oi mine named 
liormuzd Rassam, an Englishman, is at present with you at Matemma, you are to 
convey him safely to the district of Chulga, where be will be received by our i>eople as 
he is our beloved.’* Although the old chief was extremely kind at first before he hoard 
from the King about us, this letter made him doubly so, and he immediately got us 
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camels and sent us to Walmee (the first Abyssinian district) which place we reached on 
the morning of the 30th ultimo—two days from Matemma—at that place the Royal 
Guard was to be awaiting us, but on our arrival there two messengers came and informed 
me on the part of the Chiefs of the escort, that they liad been obliged to go after the 
rebels with their part}' as they had heard that Tissoo Gobaxzi had heard of my mission to 
the King, and had sent a large force to intercept my movements, and carry us all to their 
Chiefs with all our things. This movement of the King's officers stopped the progress of 
the rebels at once—otherwise we might have been by this time prisoners in the hands 
of the areh-rebel Walkait. The officers, who are called llashas, sent outers at the same 
time to the Chief of Walmee to send us to this spot, where we an' to remain till they 
returned from their expedition—as they said Walmee was a very dirty place (they 
could not have said a truer word) anti Ralwuha was in the neighliourhood of nine 
villages, and where we have good water and shelter in the wood on the bank of the 
stream called by the same name of the spot. We left Walmee yesterday afternoon, and 
reached here at sunset—and I must confess that this place is tar more pleasant to stay 
in a few days than the last village we last left. On our arrival here we found two 
Shooms (chiefs of villages) awaiting us with a bullock, bread for all our party, milk, 
eggs, fowls, and beer, which they had brought to us on the part of their Sovereign, of 
course as long as we remain here in Abyssinia we shall be his guests, and the authorities 
have to provide us with all eatables and carriage. I dare not offer to pay for what I 
get, as 1 am told that by doing so I offend the Emperor, which of course I would not 
do. Although we are all reckoned Royal guests, money is spent faster in making 
presents than if I bad paid for everything 1 got, and I only wish 1 bad brought some 
more money with me. As I managed to obtain funds from a German Missionary at 
Matemma (partly ready money nnd jiartly to be jiaid to me hereafter) I was obliged to 
draw on the Consul General iu Egypt for 1,000 German crowns, as I could not manage 
to get anyone to accept a hill on Aden. If you will be writing to Colonel Stanton, 
kindly ask him to honour my order and draw on you for the amount; or, if you can 
manage it, it would be better if you could get the Resident Agent at Aden to accept t he 
bill for 1,000 German crowns, and writ** to the Superintendent of his Company at Alex¬ 
andria to cash it. 1 have written to Colonel Stanton, and asked him to settle tin* draft 
with you, as 1 do not like to complicate my accounts by drawing on the Foreign Office. 
I have sent a copy of the inclosed despatch to Colonel Stanton by a courier to Khartoum, 
as I was not certain that I should ever lie able to send you the original, and if I sent it, 
whether it would reach you safely; one of my old messengers to the Rajah has under¬ 
taken to convey it to Massowah, and I intend to dispatch him from Chulga on my arrival 
there; of course the thing will lie done secretly, I hope it will not lie long before l am able 
to write to you openly. Your kind letter of the 10th November, reached me at Matemma 
on the 18tli ultimo ; many thanks for it, and for all the notes you kindly inclosed. They 
reached me from Massowah in thirty-three days at Knssala—the authorities took eliargo 
of the packet and sent it on to Kailarif by a Government courier, and thence it was 
brought to me by the Bashabuzooks. Oil the 14th of last month I sent you, viA 
Kassala and Massowah, a large packet of letters, containing no end of news, official and 
private; and I hop** that before the end of this month it would reach you safely, indeed, 
if the agents I wrote to will attend to my instructions, nnd the “ Victoria” will arrive 
at Massowah in time to receive the packet, it might reach you alxiut the middle of this 
month. I have sent copies of all my official letters to you to Egypt, in ease the originals 
may delay or be lost on the road. Can you believe it, that great liar, the messenger 
who reported to me the release of Cameron, on account of the letter he brought me* 
again from the King, and for the sake of his relative Samuel, he is certainly very useful, 
and has the cheek of his Satanic Majesty ; I taxed him the other day with the deception 
he played upon me, and his cool answer was, that he wished to picas*; mo—and that as 
he had heard that the Emperor was going to release Cameron immediately, he thought 
he might just as well lie the first person to inform me of the good tidings, ** Had the 
report been IkuI ” said he, “ I would not have dared to utter it—did you ever hear of 
such cool confession ? You will perceive that the King mentions him in his letter to 
me. lie is called Mahomed Sabanee—the brother of Samuel, I did not employ again 
after the first time. ^ I have received two notes, one from Samuel, and the other from 
the King’s Arabic 8cribe: they both say that their master is pleased with me, and 
doubted not that he would treat me weLL The sun is as powerful as ever, but I am 
told that as soon as we pass Chulga (in two days’ journey hence) we shall not f**cl its 
heat any longer—how pleasant it will be! We are all, thank God, quite well, and w ith 
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the exception of some of our servants having suffered for a short time from fever, avary 
one of my party is in perfect health. 

4 th January .—The Officers whom the King had sent to escort us made their 
appearance in the afternoon, they presented themselves to me as soon as they arrived, 
decorated with the Royal shirt. They were extremely civil, and would not sit down in 
my presence until I asked them to do so. They exposed themselves in very gratifying 
terms on the part of their Sovereign for my safe arrival to these parts, they told me 
they had sent agents all over the country to collect men and beasts of burden for 
removing us to the King’s Court, and they expected them bade to-morrow. I shall be 
glad when 1 know that I am in the King's Camp. 1 am getting quite sick of this 
constant delay. 

11/A—Harabn, near Chulga, about twenty miles from Gondar. We have had no 
end of delays sinoe we left Balwalia on the 7th ; the difficulty has been in procuring 
men and beasts of burden to transport our luggage, w hich in this country w done by 
Hie King, as I am a royal guest. I proposed to the chief whom the King sent to 
escort me to him, that Blanc, Prideaux, and I might push on with our light kit, and the 
rest of our l>aggagc could follow ; but they would not listen to such an expedient, aa 
they said they would not dare to do such a thing, as they knew it would displease Ilia 
Majesty. I am told, however, tliat we shall l>o at the J^ake in three (lavs, and conse¬ 
quently we shall meet llis Majesty. Two days afterwards, nothing could exceed the 
civility and attention which lias l>ecn shown to me by llis Majesty’s loyal subjects ever 
since I left Walmee; and us for the Bushas (two of whom are brothers of Dejaj Iloilo, 
the commandant of the Magdala Garrison), they ore over-courteous and condescending. 
I om told that their master had ordered them to honour and respect me as if I was 
himself. Wherever we go we are supplied with bread, cows, milk, fowls, eggs, honey, 
food for our animals, and beer or mead. Yesterday wo ascended this plateau, which 
is, 1 think, above 8,000 feet above the level of the sea. The climate is most delicious, 
and, barring the rain, it is not unlike the English spring. 1 tried the heat of the sun 
yesterday at 2 p.m., and found it not higher than 82 degrees. The nights are intensely 
cold. 1 hope it will not be long Wore 1 shall have the felicity of sending you 
good and cheering tidings regarding the duty on which I have been sent. 

I have received letters from C n which 1 send by a different messenger. 

Yours ever, 

(Signed) II. RASSAM. 


No. 343. 

Colonel Stanton to the Bart of Clarendon.—(Received April 6.) 

(TelegraphicA Cairo , April 5, 1888. 

1 HAVE received the following despatch from Colonel Mcrewether, dated 28th of 
Mandi, before transmission to your Lordship :— 

“ * Victoria ’just arrived fVom Mossowah, bringing tidings from Rassam, dated 
7th February, lie bad been received in the best possible manner by the Emperor and 
feudal houses. After first interview the King onlered the ndease of all the European 
prisoners, ineluding the missionaries and Frenchmen, all to lie delivered to Rassam at 
Debra Tabor, to take with him out of Abyssinia, date of leaving which last place would 
be about the end of March. 

** Emjiemr addressed a most polite and satisfactory letter to Her Majesty. lie Is 
said to bo gaining head against the rebels.” 


No. 344. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Desborough.* 

8ir, Fortign Office , April 6, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to inform yon that his Lordship hah 
received accounts dated February 7, through Mossowah, Aden, and Cairo, from 
Mr. Rassam, stating that he had been received in the best possible manner by the 

* A liatilar letter wfti Addressed to Mr. Purdsy. 
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King, who, after the first interview, ordered that all the European prisoners, including 
the missionaries and Frenchmen, should he delivered at Debra TYtbor to Mr. Rassam, 
who would take them with him out of Abyssinia about the end of March. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAME8 MURRAY. 


No. 348. 

Memorandum sent to Newspapers. 

Foreign Office, April 6, 1866. 

ACCOUNT8 dated February 7, received this afternoon through Mossowah, Aden, 
and Cairo, from Mr. Rassam, state that he had been received in the best possible 
manner by the King, who, after the first interview, ordered that all the European 
prisoners, including the missionaries and Frenchmen, should be delivered at Debra 
Tabor to Mr. Rassam, who would take them with him out of Abyssinia about the end 
of March. 


No. 846, 

Mr. Purrhy to Mr. Hammond.—(Received April 7.) 

8ir, 24, Great Marlborough Street, April 7, 1866. 

I IIAVE much gratification in acknowledging the receipt of your letter announcing 
the release of the Abyssinian captive*, and at the same time to present my own and 
Mrs. 8tem’s best tlianks for the information the Foreign Office has given us at various 
times. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES H. PURDAY. 


No. 347. 


Mr. Melvill to Mr. Hammond .— (Received April 9.) 

8ir, India Office, April 7, 1866. 

IN continuation of the letter from this Office, dated the 24th ultimo,• I am 
directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to forward a further statement 
of expenses incurred on account of Mr. Rassatn's Mission to Abyssinia, amounting to 
1,128 rupees 10 annas; and I have to request that the equivalent of that sum, vis., 
112/. 17*. 3d., may be transferred to the credit of the Secretary of State in Council of 
India at the Bank of England. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) 3. C08MO MELVILL. 


No. 348. 

Mr. Murray to the Secretary to the Treasury . 


8ir, 



Foreign Office, April 10, 1866. 

WITH reference to Mr. Ilammond’s letter of the 4th instant, I am directed by the 
Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you a copy of a further letter from the India Office,t 
inclosing a statement received from the Government of India of charges incurred up to 
the 2nd of November last on account of the Mission of Mr. Rassam to the Court of 
Abyssinia, and requesting that the amount specifi* d therein, vis., 112/. 17*. 3d., may 
he paid to the credit of the Secretary of State for India at the Bank of England; and I 
am to request that you will move their Lordships to give directions for the repayment 
to the India Office of this advance. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 
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No. 340. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received April 13.) 

(Confidential.) India Office, April 11. 1866. 

MR. MERIVALE present* his compliments to Mr. Hammond, and begs to 
forward copies of papers recently received from Her Majesty’s Political Resident at 
Aden, respecting the captives in Abyssinia. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 3-49. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Earl de Grey and Ripon, March 3, 1866. 
[Same as despatch to Earl of Clarendon of same date : No. 338.] 


Inclosure 2 in No. 349. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Jiassam, December 11, 1865. 
[ See Inclosure 1 in No. 338.] 


Inclosure 3 in No. 349. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. R as gam, December 18, 1865. 
[See Inclosure 2 in No. 338.] 


Inclosure 4 in No. 349. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Ross am, December 27, 1865. 
[See Inclosure 3 in No. 338.] 


Inclosure 5 in No. 319. 

Mr. T. M. Vlad to Mr. Rassam, December 28, 1865. 
[See Inclosure 4 in No. 338. j 


Inclosure 6 in No. 349. 

Mr. T. M. Vlad to Mr. Rassam, January 3, 1866. 
[See Inclosure 5 in No. 338.] 


No. 350. 

Mr. Childers to Mr. Hammond.— (Received April 14.) 

8ir » y i . , , Treasury Chambers , April 13, 1866. 

I -AM (unuykI by the I>>rds Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to return 
herewith the accounts and vouchers, transmitted with your letter of the 4th* instant, on 
the subject of the charges incurred by the Government of India, between the months of 
April and October last, on account of the Mission of Mr. Rassam to the Court of 
Abyssinia; and I am to state, for the information of the Karl of Clarendon, that the 
Paymaster-General lias been instructed to pay to the credit of the Secretary of State 
tor India, at the Bank of England, the sum of 4,269/. lr. 2d. accordingly in discharge 
of the account. , 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. CHILDERS. 
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No. 351. 

* Mr. Murray to Mr. Mcivil!. 

8ir, Foreign Office, April 17, 1866. 

WITH reference to your letters of the 23rd of February last, and 9th and 13 th 
ultimo, I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to state to you, for the information of 
Earl de Grey and Ripon, that the Lords of the Treasury have informed him that they, 
have instructed the Paymaster-General to pay to the credit of the Secretary of State for 
India, at the Bank of England, the sum of 4,269/. Is. 2d., on account of the expenses 
incurred by the Government of India between the months of April and October last, on 
account of the mission of Mr. Rassam to the Court of Abyssinia. 

The original vouchers inclosed in your letter above-mentioned are returned to you 
herewith. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 352. 

Colonel Slanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—{Received April 23.) 

(No. 40.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 9. 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship a despatch from 
Colonel Merewether, dated Aden, 28th 3Iareh, which reached me shortly after the 
departure of the last homeward mail, and which contains the particulars of the 
Abyssinian intelligence 1 had the honour to forward to your Lordslup by telegraph on 
the 5th instant. 

The tenor of Colonel Merewether’s despatch is of so satisfactory a nature that the 
complete success of Mr. llassam's Mission can hardly be any longer a matter of doubt, 
and it may reasonably be hoped that the captives have ere this been safely escorted 
across the Abyssinian frontier. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 353. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 23.) 

My Lord, Aden, March 28, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report for your Lordship’s information that the 
“ Victoria” has just returned from Mnssowah, bringing news from Mr. Rassam up to 
the 7th of February, dated from Agau Muder, in South-Western Abyssinia, and stating 
that the Emperor had given him a most magnificent reception; a regulur constituted 
Embassy from England could not have been treated with greater honour and 
attention. 

A few hours after his first interview with His Majesty, the latter ordered the 
release of all the Euro|K*an prisoners, including the Missionaries and Frenchmen, and 
directed that they should all he made over to Mr. Rassam to take out with him from 
Abyssinia, which lie hoped to leave about the end of March. The King liad sent his 
Cliaml>erlain to Magdala to unfetter the prisoners and to bring them to meet 
Mr. Rassam at Debra Tabor, to which place the latter and his coin|)anions were 
proceeding from the Court then in Godjarn, and where he expected to receive the 
released captives al)out the end of February. 

The Emperor has written a most polite letter to the Queen, which Mr. Rassam 
felt sure would please Her Majesty, and the British nation. 

The Emperor had also made Mr. Rassam handsome presents, and was preparing 
more to give to the Mission, before leaving the country. 

The above was received at Massowah on the 18th of March ; we may therefore 
expect to hear of Mr. Rassam having actually met and received the released captives 
about the 10th or 12th proximo, when the “ Victoria ” w ill again visit Massowah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 
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No. 354. 


Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon, No. 39, Consular, April 5, 1866 .—(Received 

April 23.) 

[Recording telegram. See No. 343.] 


No. 355. 

Mr. Murray to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 26. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 26, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch No. 40 of the 9th of April, conveying the highly satisfactory information that 
Mr. Uassam’s mission had been successful* and that Captain Cameron and the other 
Europeans held in confinement by King Theodore had been released. 

Under these circumstances Mr. Palgrave’s services will no longer be required, and 
you will state to him that, as they cannot now be availed of, he is at liberty to return 
to England or to proceed elsewhere at his own convenience. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 356. 

Colonel Stanton to the Bari of Clarendon.—(Received April 28.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria , April 27, 1866. 

COLONEL MEREWETHER has sent mo the following message for transmission 
to your Lordship, dated Aden, the 20th of April. 

“‘Victoria’ arrived from Massowah, brings no letters from Rassam, but one from 
Captain Cameron from Magdala, dated 26th [? 25th] of February, saying, I send you 
the good news that myself and lollow-prisoners were released from our chains yesterday,* 
and are going to Oaffat to be handed over to Rassam. Everything is most friendly, and 
there will be no further public judgment on Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal." 


Minutes. 

Should we not send this to “ Globe ” at once, or to Cameron’s friends ? 


Certainly ; I have sent a copy into the Cabinet. 


A. H. L. 

E. JL 


No. 357. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Purday. t 

^ Foreign Office , April 28, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to infbrm you that his Loidahip has 
received intelligence from Colonel Merewether, through Her Majesty’s Consul-General 
in Egypt, dated April 20, to the effect that he had received a letter from Captain 
Cameron dated Magdala, February 26 [P 25th], stating that he and !us fellow-prisonera 
had been released from their chains on the previous dat, # apd were about to proceed to 
G aflat to be given up to Mr. Rassam. 

• Query, r ckwd on the 24th ? 8ee Noe. S70 ami 371. 
t A tinnier letter waa adJreesed to Capuio Dei bo rough. 
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Captain Cameron's letter further reported everything as being friendly, and stated 
that Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal were not to be subject to any further trial. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 358. 

Memorandum sent to Newspapers. 

INTELLIGENCE has been received at the Foreign Office, through Her Majestv’s 
Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, from Colonel Merewether, dated Aden, April 20, 
to the effect that he had received a letter from Captain Cameron, dated Magdala, 
February 20, stating that he and his fellow-prisoners had been relcos<xl from their 
chains on the previous day, and were about to proceed to Gatfat, to be given up to 
Mr. Rassam. 

The letter further reported everything as being friendly, and stated that Messrs. 
Stern and Rosenthal were not to be subjected to any further trial. 

Foreign Office, April 28, 1866. 


No. 359. 

Captain Desborough to Mr. Murray.—(Received April 30.) 

Sir, Reading, April 30, 1866. 

I THANK you for the letter received from you yesterday morning. May I beg 
you will be so good as to express to Lord Clarendon, the sincere thanks of myself and 
family for his considerate kindness in forwarding the latest intelligence from Abyssinia. 
The last news is very encouraging, and we now hope soon to have tho happiness of 
seeing our relative Captain Cameron amongst us, thanks to the patient exertions of 
Mr. llassam. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) L. DESBOROUGH. 


No. 300. 

Mr. Purday to Mr. Murray.—(Received April 30.) 

Sir, 24, Great Marlborough Street , April 30, 1866. 

I HAVE tho pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th, 
containing the gratifying further news of the release of our friends, the long-suffering 
captives in Abyssinia. Please to preseut my kind thanks, and that of Mrs. Stern ana 
family, to the Earl of Clarendon for his politeness in giving ub the earliest information 
of the news. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES H. PURDAY. 


No. 301. 

I Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon , No. 29, Consular, April 27, 1866.—(Received 

May 14) 

[Recording telegram. No. 350.] 











i 
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No. 362. 

Colonel Slanlon to the Earl of Clarendon.—{Received May 14.) 

(No. 81. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, May 4, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward the inclosed despatch from Colonel Merewether, 
dated Aden, 24th April, which has just reached me, under flying seal, and which gives 
further details of the Abyssinian intelligence forwarded to your lordship by telegraph 
on the 27th ultimo. 

This intelligence appears most satisfactory, and gives grounds for believing the 
whole of the captives-have been set at liberty, and that the whole party may be 
expected to reach Massowah towards the end of May, or the beginning of J une. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 363. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 14.) 

S ecret.) 

y Lord, Aden, April 24, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your Lordship’s information, that the “ Victoria ” 
returned from Massowah on the night of the 20th instant. The mail steamer from 
Bombay passed through the same night, and there was only time to send by her the 
telegram, copy of which is annexed, and which was forwarded through Colonel 
Stanton, C.B. 

2. As mentioned therein, no letter had come down from Mr. Rassam. The short 
one written by Captain Cameron, from which extract was given in the telegram com¬ 
municating the good tidings of the actual release, was addreaed to M. Munzinger, in 
charge of the British Consulate at Massowah, and sent by that gentleman to me. 
M. Munzinger further reports, in a letter from Massowah, dated 16th April, that an 
Abyssinian convert, named Meereba Wurker, a man who had been educated in Bombay, 
ami on whose* statements reliance could l>e placed, had arrived a few days before from 
Korata, having quitted that place in the middle of March. He said that, at the time 
he left, the whole party, including the released prisoners, were assembled at Korata, all 
in good health and spirits. Mr. Rassam sent salutations, but did not like to write; 
he was very anxious to leave, but the Emperor was still absent, and it was necessary 
they should see him before they left,. He was then at Zageli, on the south-western 
comer of Lake Tsana. It was stated that the Emperor was having valuable presents 
prepared for Her Majesty, and had called together the best goldsmiths in Abyssinia for 
that purpose. 

3. It was thought that the Mission, with the released Europeans, the German 
gentlemen from Gaffat were also at Korata, and were to lie allowed to leave the country 
with the others, would not lx* able to start on their downward journey before the end 
of March or beginning of April. Korata is on the east side of Lake Tsana, about the 
middle of it. The party would have to pass round the head of the lake, through 
Dembia, to Matemma, and so by the route followed by Mr. Rassam in his upward 
journey. The road by Adowa was impracticab e, the province of Tigre lx*ing still much 
disturbed. At this season of the year the distance from Korata to Massowa, through 
Matemma, cannot well be performed in less than two months, and, as the late captives 
are far from strong, it will lx* Juno before they can roach the coast. The “Victoria” 
will lx> there in readiness by the 1st June. 

4. That, however, is a mere matter of time ; all difficulties have notv vanished ; 
the captives have lxx*n released. The Emperor was exceedingly pleased at receiving 
Her Majesty’s letter; caused the greatest consideration to be paid to Mr. Rassam and 
the Mission; and has shown himself most anxious to revive friendly communications. 

5. A man named Michael Yoriss, an Abyssinian priest, came from Massowa in the 
“ Victoria.” He had been in Aden about three months before, and proffered his 
services to obtain information. I accepted them, and have the honour now to append 
copy of his statement, giving the intelligence he has collected. 

1 have, &c, 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 363. 

Lieutenant--Colonel Merewether to the Earl of Clarendon, April 20, 1866, 10 P.M. 

[See No. 356.] 


Inclosure 2 in No. 363. 

Statement of Michael Yoriss. 

AFTER leaving Aden, about three months and a-half ago, in Her Majesty's ship 
“ Victoria,” I proceeded from Massowah through Adowa and Homasain to Gondar, and 
thence to Damot. When at Wandizeh, Lee Gabroo’s town, I met Mr. Rassam and 
the Mission proceeding to Garota to meet the King; they were being very well treated 
by the people of the country, and liad the King’s officials with them. Leaving 
Mr. Rassam, I preceded him, and arrived at Garota, Damot, four days before him. I 
had an audience with the King, and was asked if I knew anything about the English 
that were coming up to him. I replied, I knew nothing alxmt them. I was present 
when Mr. Rassam arrived at Damot, and had an interview with the King ; he was well 
received and his presents accepted, and he was thanked for them. The King gave him 
dresses of honour and 5,000 dollars, and 50 dollars to each of the servants of tho 
Mission. The King asked Mr. Rassam why he had remained two years at Massowah, 
why he had not come up. He replied, that the roads were reported unsafe, and that 
was his reason ; that he had w ritten several times to IIis Majesty for permission, and 
that directly it came for him to travel vift Matemma he had availed himself of the 
permision, and started. The King then asked him if Consul Cameron was his brother, 
nc replied that, no, he was not an Englishman himself, but still a servant of the British 
Government, and had been sent with a letter from the Queen of England. The King 
said he was very glad, and accepted it with pleasure; that he had no fault to And 
with Consul Cameron; that he liked the English very much, and had delivered 
a letter to Consul Cameron, to send to England for him ; and that he had not 
yet received any answer, so he was displeased with Consul Cameron, but that he 
liked him, and it was entirely owing to Samuel, his steward, that Cameron had 
been treated in the way he had, for which he had since disgraced Samuel, and turned 
him out of office; that Mr. 8tem, he had a great aversion to, and all Jews, that he was led 
lxjlieve to they were Englishmen, and that he conseauently treated them and honoured 
them well, and when he found that they abused him and his country, and behaved 
improperly, he got angry with them; but that, as now Mr. Rassam had brought an 
authentic letter from Her Majesty the Queen, he was voiw much pleased, and ordered 
Guffar Gholam, his wazeer (chamberlain) to proceed to Mogdala, and release all the 
prisoners, Europeans, and take them all to Gaffat, and ordered Mr. Rassam to 



Damot, and I went to Zageh and Korata, saw them, and afterwards proceeded to 
Gaffat; thence to Nafas Mooja, where I met the whole of the Europeans going to 
Korata; all the Europeans that were at Gaffat, ladies included, were there too. They 
were four days’ journey from Gaffat, and distant alxmt two days’ journey from Korata, 
but it would take them more than that to reach it; they all appeared quite well, but 
were evidently suffering from weakness and fatigue. I spoke to Captain Cameron, 
and he told me that he had WTitten a letter informing of his liaving been released, and 
that the messenger who had it could go with me to Massowah, and that ho would be 
paid by M. Munzinger. He told me the King was going to meet Mr. Rassam and 
him at Zageh or Begemder, close to Korata. It is about forty days since I saw 
Captain Cameron. Alter leaving him I went to Gondar, and thence made the best of 
my way to Massowah vifi Adowa, the messenger of Captain Cameron with me. I arrived 
at Massowah some days after the departure of the “Victoria,” so I waited for her 
return. It will take Mr. Rassam and the Consul two months good to get to Massowah 
vi& Matemma, which is the route they are going to take. The countryii still much 
disturbed, and I was several times stopped on the road by the rebels. The King will 
not I think detain Mr. Rassam and Captain Cameron longer than three or four days 
at Zageh ; tliey ought to be at Massowah in about five weeks or so from to-day, 

Before me, this 23rd day of April, 1866. 

_ (Signed) Q. R . Goodfellow, Assistant Political Resident , Aden. 

4 M 


[73] 








318 


No. 364. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received Mag 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, May 22, 1866. 

COLONEL MEREWETHER has arrived at Suez, with letters from Rassam of 
the 9th of April from Korata. All well. Later intelligence received at Massowah 
states shortly ailer 9th Rassam had crossed the lake to take leave of the King, whilst 
ex-captives proceeded to Gorgora, at north end of lake, where he would rejoin them, 
and all proceed to Matemma. 


No. 366. 

Memorandum tent to Newspaper*. 

COLONEL STANTON reports from Alexandria by a telegram dated yesterday, 
that letters had arrived from Mr. Rassam dated Korata, April 9; all well; and that 
later intelligence had been reoeived at Massowah, according to which Mr. Rassam had 
crossed the lake to take leave of the King, while the late prisoners had gone on to 
Gorgora at the north end of the lake, where Mr. llassam would join them, and the 
whole party would then proceed to Matemma. 

Foreign Office, May 23, 1866. 


No. 366. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Pur day. m 

Rrr, Foreign Office , May 23, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to inform you that bis Lordship lias 
received a telegram from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, dated 
yeetorday, reporting that letters had arrived from Mr. Rassam, dated Korata, April 9; 
all well; and that later intelligence had been received at Massowah, according to 
whioli Mr. Rassam liad crossed the Inke to take leave of the King, while the late 
prisoners had gone on to Gorgora at the north end of the lake, where Mr. Rassam 
would join them, and the whole party would then proceed to Matemma. 

I am, See. 

(8igned) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 367. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 23.) 

S To. 82. Consular.) 

y Lord, Alexandria, May 5, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that I have this day drawn a 
bill at thirty days after sight on the Chief Clerk of the Foreign Office for the sum of 
8001. in favour of the Bank of Egypt, oin account of Mr. Palgrave’s expedition, as 
authorized in Foreign Office despatch No. 17 (Consular) of 21st March, f 

I have, Ste. 

(8igned) EDWD. 8TANTON. 


Minute. 

Bill presented and accepted. 

May 18,1866. 


• A simitar tatter *u aAdrvmd to Csptiio Detborough. f No. 33 J. 
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No. 368. 

Mr. Purday to Mr. Murray.—(Received May 25.) 

24, Great Marlborough Street, May 24, 1860. 
OBLIGE me by thanking the Earl of Clarendon for kindly favouring me with tha 
communication of the good tidings from Abyssinia. May wo have by the next m*ll 
the frill account of their having reached Egypt. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) 0. H. PURDAY. 


No. 369. 


Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 28.) 


(No. 36. C < nsular.) 

Lord Alexandria, May 19, 1866. 

I 1IAA E the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship a despatch tliat baa 
just reached mo under flying seal from the Assistant Political Resident at Aden, and 
containing the latest intelligence from Abyssinia. 

The Emperor continued to treat Mr. Rassam well, and not a day jwissed without 
His Majesty showing him marked attention. The messengers who brought this iatelli- 

S nce state tliat, on reaching Wagliara on the 13th April, they hoard it reported that 
r. Rassam had proceeded on the 11th to Zighfe to take leave* of lfis Majesty. 

Captain Cameron and all the released prisoners, eighteen in number, were in 
perfect health, and all expected to leave about the middle of April. 

The Emperor had received a letter from Dr. Beke inclosing a petition from the 
relative* of the prisoners, but it may be hoped no ill effect* will result from Dr. Beke’a 
interference, os matters have gone on so favourably with Mr. Rassam. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Incloiure in No. 300. 


Lieutenant Goodfellow to the Earl oj Clarendon. 


, Siiru i Adtm * Ma V 

1 HAVE the honour to report for your Lordship’s information, that intelligence 

has been received from M. Munzinger, in charge of the British Consulate at Massowah, ol 
the arrival on the 29th ultimo of two messengers from Mr. Rassam, with private letters, 
dated Korata on ^ke Tsana, 9tli April 1866. These letters M. Munzinger has retained 
until the “ Victoria ” should revisit the island, as he was afraid to transmit them by 
this opportunity, being uncertain a* to the probable date of arrival at Aden of the 
vessel that has brought his present despatch ; they will now consequently be delivered 
to Colonel Merewether in person at Massowah, and the information they contain 
doubtless communicated to your Lordship on the arrival of the “ Victoria” at’ Huez. 

2. Messengers were despatched, it apjiears, by Mr. Rassam with this self same packet 
of letters on the 23rd March last, hut on reaching W agliara they were by notnc mistake 
stopped by the Emperors people. His Majesty on hearing of their dotentioa 
immediately sent and had them rcleasod, but instead of continuing their journey on to 
Massowah, the messengers returned to Mr. Rassam, who had therefore to engage other 
men to convey the letters to Massowah : the latter left Korata on the 9th April, and 
state that on reaching Waghara on the 13th idem, they heard it reported that 
Mr. Rassam had proceeded on the 11th to Seghil to meet and there take leave of 
the King, whilst the rest of tlie party had started en route for Dembea, and that 
Mr. Ra^im was to join them at Gorgora, whence they would continue their journey to 
Matemma. J 

8. Mr. Rassam state* in a private letter to M. Munzinger of the 9th April, that 
the Emperor continued to treat him well; tliat not a day passed without Ilia Majesty 
showing lmn marked attention, tie and hi* party being provided with every necessary; 
and that further be had been presented with 10,000 dollar*. Captain Cameron and all 


and to at runner he had been presented with 10,000 dollar*. Captain 
the released prisoners eighteen in number were in perfect health, bu 


un Cameron and ail 
but the former was 
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somewhat weak; that they all expected to leave about the middle of the month 
(April). 

4. Dr. Beke’s letter had been received by the Emperor on the 15th March; the 
day after its arrival, His Majesty sent it to Mr. Rassam to read, together with the 
petition from the relatives of the prisoners—and Mr. Rassam thought that His Majesty 
wished to consult with him regarding the answer that should be sent; he considered it 
very probable that the messengers who had brought it would be dismissed at the same 
time that he left the Court, in which case he would despatch one also to give informa¬ 
tion of bis departure from Korata for Matemma and Kassala. This messenger, 
M. Munzinger expected, would arrive in a few days at Massowah. 

I liave, Ac. 

(Signed) O. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 370. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Hammond.—(Received June 5.) 

Dear Sir, Kurkata , Abyssinia , March 16, 1866. 

I 8ENT the intelligence to Massowah on the 25th February of our having 
been released from chains the day before, owing to the successful intercession of 

Mr. Rassam. 

We reached this on the 12th instant, having been handed over entirely to 
Mr. Rassam. 

We were rather afraid of a public judgment, but this, thank God, has been spared 
us. 

This morning the King sent a letter, containing the charges against us. 

Those against myself are os follows :— 

u Instead of going to Massowah after my first visit to nis Majesty, I went among 
the Turks, who were his enemies, (namely to Cassala) I suppose, as being in the 
Egyptian territory, as he considers that bis quarrel with the Turks is limited to Egypt, 
and lias nothing to do with Turkey proper.” 

2. “ I abused him while there,”—now, is not said. 

8. " After returning to his dominions, l could give no account as to whether there 
was an answer or not to his letter to Her Majesty.’ 

There is also a very respectful and humbly worded letter for Her Majesty. 

We hope to leave soon in company with the other prisoners, who were at large at 
Gaffat, nnd Mr. Rassam. 

We are all well. I liave, Ac. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 371. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Mereicether to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 5.)* 

My Lord, M VictoriaRed Sea , May 12, 18G6. 

ON reaching Massowah yesterday 1 found letters waiting bringing news from 
Mr. Rassam's camp down to the 21st March. Part of Mr. Rassam’§ letter to me is in the 
form of a journal, and 1 cannot do better than quote that part, for the information of your 
Lordship, as giving a most interesting account of his first and after interviews with the 
Emperor Theodores, and showing best how very gratifying and most satisfactory his 
reception has been:— 

** On the morning of the 28th January we got in sight of the King’s pavilion, and as 
I received a courteous letter from His Majesty on the road, about three miles from his 
camp, that he had graciously ordered all his officers of State to meet me in the road and 
escort me to the Court, Blanc, Prideaux, and i halted at 11*10 a.m., for about twenty 
minutes, to put on our uniform in a small tent which was pitched for the occasion, in 
order that we might be ready to meet the grandees of Abyssinia. At noon, we met the 
guard of honour that hail been sent by His Majesty to welcome me. Ras Engada, the chief 
Minister, came forward on foot to welcome me on the part of his Royal Master, and made 
many civil speeches through Samuel (the King’s steward), who had been sent by the 
Emperor to interpret. Of course both my companions and 1 immediately dismounted, 

i 


• Moved for by Address. 
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and I said some civil words in answer to the Royal message. Ras Engada then presented 
me with a fine mu!.» nicely caparisoned, and told me that his master' had sent it to ride 
into the Royal camp, and that he hoped that 1 would excuse him for sending me such a 
mean present, that he only ventured to do so because he was away from home, but that 
he intended to present me with a more suitable animal and trappings before long. 
Has Engada then rode before us with about 500 officers. The rest of the cavalrv rode 
behind. We rode on at a quick pace until we reached the foot of the hill on which the 
King's pavilion was pitched, and after we dismounted I was invited by Ras Engada to 
take a little rest in a red cloth tent which had been erected by order of the King for our 
reception. After many civil speeches Ras Engada and Samuel left me, and went and 
reported our arrival to their liege. As soon as they left us, some refreshment was sent to 
us from the Royal kitchen, with ten cows and the same number of sheep, with some 
honey. About 3 o’clock 1 received a very civil note from His Majesty, wherein he 
expressed his desire to see me. A verbal message accompanied the note, which was to 
the effect that, although that day was Sunday, he could not delay his meeting me any 
longer; that I had waited a long time, and we must now see each other. My 
companions and I repaired immediately to the Royal pavilion. From the bottom of the 
hill, round the tents of the King’s household, musketeers were arranged as a guard of 
honour on the right and left. By-the-bye, on my entering the red cloth tent, a salute 
was tired out of muskets, no cannons being available. As soon as I got in sight of the 
Royal presence the infantry soldiers began to discharge their muskets, and they continued 
to fire in regular order until I was ushered before His Majesty. The Koval pavilion was 
made of silk, and carpeted with the same kind of stuff. We found the Emperor sitting on 
a couch covered with silk, his throne having been left behind at Magdala. On cither 
side of the tent stood all the Ministers and officers of the Court; and after I had handed 
Nis Majesty the Queen’s letter, and interchanged a few civil words befitting the occasion, 
we were asked to sit down, which we did on the right hand of the Emperor. As I took 
care to hand over the Royal epistle without any translation, and there was no one in the 
, ourt able to read English, His Majesty laid it on the right side ot the couch, anil began 
?y ta > m * w “ Sjad.to and trusted we were all well after the fatigues of the Ion* 

journey. All the Ministers remained standing, and seemed very attentive to whatever was 
said by His Majesty, and my answers to Ins queries. The King then opened the subject 
o his grievances, and related everything that had taken place from the deaths of 
.Messrs. I low deni and Bell Hei blamed, in strong terms, the conduct of the missionaries, 

and especially the Rev. Mr. Stern, also Cameron. I had then to employ soothing 
arguments to allay Ins anger, and I was not a little gratified when 1 heard afterwards that 
His Majesty was greatly pleased at what I had said, and expressed his desire to befriend 
me Although I took two interpreters with me, » left it to His Majesty’s option to 
emplo) any other he liked, and, consequently, he employed Samuel to interpret between 
us, which I was very glad of. as tins individual knows ' mbaric and Arabic very well 
moreover he is well rased in the Court etiquette, and has unm.stakeable desire to so’ 
England and Abyssinia on good terms. Before I quitted the Royal presence, Ills Majc*tv 
ap jr) mted him my introducer (in accordance with Abyssinian rule). Soon after mv 
return to my tent the King sent me Her Majesty’s letter to translate into Amharic. 
We were a very long time about it, as it had, first, to he rendered into Arabic 

a,l< and i Sa ! nUel had l ° retmn8,ate li to the Royal scribe in Amharic.' 

nrn fcrii.!. m. ery ? n ' ormn K H,s Majesty sent for me, and >aid he wished to see 
1 tor the purpose of talking over the question of my coming I repaired to the Roval 
lienee a, once taking Blanc and Prideaux with me' We found ^Majesty onUidT£ 
s k panlion, and after welcoming us he invited us into the tent. He then ordered everv 

.refer ' e \ be C , hlef Amharic scril *'> Samuel, all( j mv Mahometan inter- 

prefer, a native of Massowah. He repeated the ill-liehaviour of the'European i. isoners 

Eneland’T i"r d ! m . * ra ' lf) ing terma in hlivin 8 at last «een me. and that I hud proved 

ferite to ^d D< he P | u , P? t, ' noe . and c, ‘"' luct "0 ‘hen ordered the A.uharic 
for focnrsTm h p »huh he had written lo Her Majesty, wherein he reports Ids 
Ahvssin a 1 h European prisoners and their being made over to me to take out of 
Alnssima. I am certam the letter will please Her Map sty and the British public if it is 
allowed to be published. This letter was sent to me afterwards , 0 translate,“to EmrUsh 

arfo “wfntT^s M» aP1> , 0,ntt ' < i t, r 3 aftcr . n ! K,n ,or living the presents, Blanc; Prideaux,’ 

I had bmueht ll,! -’ a , ud af,er "'“hing a suitable speech, I pn-sented him with what 
1 had brought. IU received them out id the open air, with Ras Engada standing Hi* 

Ssttlt; Tf 7 PrOPm “ e aU T r - he ^ “•* P^nfo "oi tor tU* 

value but for the sake of the presenter and in token of the renewal of friendship between 

htm and the BnUah Datum. He seemed very much pleased with my sel^on, ‘ 

L J 4 N 
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“ 80th .—His Majesty sent a message early this morning that as he wished me to go to 
Korata, where 1 should have to wait till the prisoners were brought from Magdala, I was 
to prepare to start before noon; that he intended to see me on ray way thither for a stage 
or two. The reason His Majesty wished jne to stay at Korata was because it was a Urge 
town situated on the extreme limit of the south-east side of the Lake Tsana, where be 
thought we should enjoy the breeze of the lake, and while away the time in fishing and 
shooting. Hia Majesty left about 7 in the morning with the whole army, estimated at 
about 15,000 fighting men, and almost the same number of male and female followers. 
As the Emperor i6 on a war expedition against the people of Godjam, lie had not allowed 
any of the ladies, either of his household or of his officers, to accompany the Royal 
cavalcade, hating left them at Debra Tabor. Blanc, Prideaux, and I followed the Royal 
party after our breakfast, at 10 45 a.m., and reached the King’s camp at Sakala at 
12*50 p.m. The place where 1 first met His Majesty and to-day’s camp are in Damot, the 
district between Agau Medur and Godjaui. At Sakala. His Majesty had ordered that we 
should encamp next to him, and we found that our reception tent of red cloth had already 
been pitched for us when we arrived, and we rested there till our own were ready. The 
whole army is divided into four divisions, and always encamps round the Court in separate 
regiments, and of course the most favourite of the division take the right side of the King. 
Most of the troops have not their tents with them, and it is surprising how quickly every 
five soldiers erect a nice hut for them for shelter, and everything done in such orderly 
manner that no well-disciplined army can surpass. The privates build their huts in a 
circle, and the tents or huts of their officer! are erected within the area. There is a 
remarkable and most wise custom among the Royal troops, which is, wherever the King 
encamps the soldiery always burn every vestige of their huts when they leave a place even 
if they march for a mile or two. As soon as wc arrived he sent me a kind message, with 
a brace of partridges which some of his troops caught while they were marching. He 
afterwards sent me an antelope, caught in the same way. 

M 81»L—The King started from Sakala this morning at 8 o’clock, and we followed about 
a quarter of an hour afterwards. We soon overtook the army, and had great difficulty in 
making our way through the overwhelming masses. When we came to cross the streums 
there was a dead stop, and sometimes we would have to wait a quarter of an hour before 
we could move on again. The most surprising thing is, that with all the great rush no 
accidents are heard of, and very few sick are seen in the great force. At 12 40 p.m. we 
reached Beefata, in the district of Meteba, where we found the Court had taken to 
quarters, and our red tent pitched within 50 yards of the King’s. His tents were pitched 
to day on a high hill on the top of a mountain, wherefrom parts of the districts of Meteha 
and Damot were visible. These two unhappy parts of Abyssinia are under the King's 
wrath for having proved rebellious ; consequently he has determined to destroy them and 
leuve them a waste, as a lesson to other discontented people. 

“ February 1. His Majesty sent me word very early this morning that he wished to 
change his encamping ground for the sake of the comfort of his troops, as the spot on 
which they remained last night was not found pleasant, and that he had purposed to travel 
two or three miles further with us on our way to the lake. He also expressed a wish that 
as we found it uncomfortable yesterday travelling behind him, we should ride in his 
company to-day, and so rid us of the turmoil of the troops. At 7 o'clock His Majesty 
started; we joined him a few yards from my tent. He received us most graciously, and 
asked us to mount our mules and follow him. He rides most gracefully; his mule walks 
at the rata of four miles an hour. Of course all his troops on foot or mounted have to 
follow at the same pace, and it is a most pretty as well as grand sight to see his mighty 
force following in rapid order for nearly a mile around, and if His Majesty stops or turns 
to the right or left, the whole mass comes to a stand still without confusion or disorder, 
until he begins to go on again, and the whole army follows as if propelled by a machine. 
Those who rode with llis Majesty were Ras Engada, Blanc, Prideaux, Samuel, pages, the 
Kimals armsbearers. and myself. We travelled until 8*25 a.m., when His Majesty ordered 
the halt, and directed our tents should be pitched near his. He even showed Samuel, our 
introducer, when? we were to encamp. Soon alter we encamped, His Majesty went out 
with all the soldiery to plunder and destroy the villages which had been deserted by their 
inhabitants. The Emperor is exceedingly kind and hospitable to us; he sends us every 
day rations from his kitchen. 

“2m/.—We left this morning soon after sunrise, and about 1,000 yards from our 
starting ground we came to the Reim Allai, the source of the Blue Nile. His Majesty 
crossed the Reitn on foot and made us ride, but as it was difficult for my mule to carry me 
up the steep bank safely, he advised me to dismount, and while I was trying to climb up 
he condescendingly caught hold of me by the arm and pulled me up. saying in Arabic, 
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‘ Asham la takaaf,’ i.e., * Be of good cheer; don't be afraid.' His Mgjeaty stood there on 
the bank uotil he saw a good path for his army to pass by. From the Reim we travelled 
on until we reached Dunka at 9*10 a.m , where we halted. We had a tremendous shower 
of rain this afternoon. The lightning and thunder were frightful. 

“3rd.—We left again this morning in company with His Majesty at 7*45. He tamed 
his steps after we started towards Agau Medur, the last district we had to pass before we 
reached the King. His Majesty conversed with me this morning on vnrious topics; the 
American war, the Ashantee war, the barbarity of the King of Dahomey, and the Govern¬ 
ment of Madagascar. He also told me why he did not answer me quickly —* because 
since tbe death of Plowden and Bell all the English and French who visited my country 
proved insincere, ill-mannered, ill-behaved, and ill-tempered. I said to myself I must not 
sec this English Agent before I find out that he is of different tenqieramcnt to those who 
created a breach between me and vour Queen, my friend. Your patience in waiting so 
long for an answer quite convinced me of your worth, &c.; and now as you have happily 
established the renewal of friendship between my country and England, 1 wish yon to 
carry to your Queen, my friend, and to her Council, mv anxiety to cultivate the friendship 
of England, which I have been longing for ever since 1 ascended the throne of Abyssinia.' 
We reached Fugata at 11*15 a.m. We had to pass to-dav through tbe well-cultivated and 
peaceful country Agau Medur, and it was most cheering to see how well His Majesty 
protected the crops of hia faithful subjects by ordering different parties under officers to 
guard the corn-fields and villages against the ravages of the soldiery. 

“4/A.—The King sent for me this morning to have some conversation. I took 
Blanc and Prideaux with me to the Royal presence about 9 o’clock. His Majesty was 
standing out in the open air quite unattended. After the usual compliments, the King 
invited us to sit down on a carpet in the sun, and he sat on a similar one opposite. He 
spoke again about the ill behaviour of the prisoners, and related to me all his doings from 
the time of his childhood. He said that he had placed implicit confidence in me, and 
considered us all three like his brothers. He asked me again to assure Her Majesty and 
her Council of his frieudly sentiments and love towards the British nation, and hoped that 
in future he would prove himself worthy of their friendship and good will. He said that 
he had done his best to cultivate the friendship of the Queen, and had gone so far as to 
order a number of curious articles to be made to send to her, which though worthless as 
to their intrinsic value, yet they would show Her Majesty the workmanship and the 
costume of his country, but that Cameron had spoilt the whole ‘ ho mum.’ He added, 
let the past be forgotten, and now I wish to make you a present of some Abyssinian 
curiosities of saddles, shields. See., made of gold, which I hope you will accept as a token 
of our friendship, though they will be a mean gift from me to you. He said further that 
he intended to send us early the following morning to Korata, and he left it to me to stay 
until the released prisoners reached either Korata or Debra Tabor. Other ounversation 
passed between us which I shall leave for the future. After remaining about one hour 
and a-half with His Majesty, we were dismissed. Soon after returning to our tent, he sent 
me a most polite Amharic note (which he requested me to translate into English', wherein 
he informed me that he had sent guns and pistols to present to any one I liked, and had 
ordered 5,000 crowns to be given me to spend in any manner I liked, * excepting in a way 
unpleasant to the Lord our God.’ 

" These gifts I was obliged to accept, as I was told it would displease the King if I 
did not. His Majesty sent the muskets and pistols because he had heard that 1 wished to 
present the Chiefs of our escort, who had brought us from Teluga, with pistols which had 
been carried by some of our servants; and as he had learnt that I had brought no spare 
ones, he wished me to take whatever ones I required to give to his people from his own 
Treasury. I declined respectfully the other day to receive what he wanted me to help 
myself with, but to-day he kindly sent the above-mentioned arms and the 5,000 dollars. 

“ The next day we left for this place, Korata, and crossed the south-western side of the 
lake from Wandigay, sleeping one night on the Island of Dask. The Emperor afterwards 
came to Zagay, on the south-western side of the lake, and not more thau 10 miles hence 
bv water. Ever since he came to Zagay he has written to me almost every other day. 
He has sent me two very pretty lion cubs, which l intend to take with me to England. 

" As the Emperor wished after we came here on the 14th ultimo (February) that we 
should remain at this place for the prisoners, he sent to Debra Tabor, and got all the 
European artizans to come here with their families to keep us company; so we are now 
here a very large party, but the place is not reckoned very healthy. Although Cameron 
and his companions were ordered to be released on the 29th January, the unfortunate 
fellows were not rid of their fetters before the 24th ultimo (February), owing to the 
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uncertainty of travelling in thi* coentry. They all arrived safely at this place on the 12th 
instant [March], and, excepting Cameron, who is a little weak’ are all in perfect health. 
Mr. Stern has become quite grey in the head, but his heard is very little changed. I have 
now fifteen persons who have been made over to me by the Emperor, besides three children. 
1 he prisoners who were in chains at Magdala are four English (one the wife of Mr. Rosen- 
thal), two Germans, two Frenchmen, and one Italian, and the others who were detained at 
Gaffat, near Debra '1 abor, are six Germans one the wife of Mr. Flad and three children 
of them). I miii bound to take care of all these individuals until l see them safe in Aden, 
or in Egypt, if we go vift Kha:toom. This is not a little charge, considering there are very 
troublesome men among the number. They have all no end of servants ; Cameron alone 
has fourteen. The Emperor does not allow me to make any of his Court people presents 
who have been kind and civil. He says, 4 Keep your money lor other of my people who 
render you service, my friend, but if you wish to make any presents to those of my house¬ 
hold, let me know the sum, and 1 will pay it them on your part.’ He has, however, 
permitted me to invest those of his household with silk garments, which I have done. 
He had given a general order that when any of his Court presented himself before me, he 
he should pay the homage required to the Representative of his frii nd the Queen of 
Eugland, which is, that the uiun should kneel and touch the ground with his forehead 
before me One man received a severe lecture for not doing so properly. 

“ On arriving here by water, nearly sixty priests came out on the beach dressed in 
their canonicals, with all the Abyssinian Church symbols with them. They welcomed 
ine by chanting psalms and praying for me. These dignitaries of the Abyssinian Church 
did this by order of the Emperor, that they should receive me with the same honours 
they would award to him. \\ hen lie heard the other day that we were once or twice 
badly for milk, he ordered fifty milch cows to be hrougiit to us to supply miik and 
butter. The reason why I have written to you about all these matters, is to’ show how 
kind and considerate His Majesty has been since we came to this country. Every one, 
European or Abyssinian, admits that no Sovereign in the world would have been more 
attentive or gracious to a Representative of a foreign Government. Everyone is wondering 
at the time the Abyssinian difficulty has taken. 

March. — The Emperor has sent me 5,000 dollars more, which, of course, I 
could not refuse. Dr. Bcke’s letter has reached, and Ilia Majesty sent it to me with the 
petitions from the relatives of Cameron, Stern, Rosenthal, and Kerens. The latter has 
touched the Royal heart. His Majesty in writing to me alxmt them savs :—‘ 1 have already 
released the prisoners for the sake of your Queen, my friend.* I believe the Emperor 
intends to consult me before he answers I)r. Beke. The Emperor 1ms invited me to his 
C ourt to have some talk, and 1 trust he will soon give us leave to depart ; hut in any 
case we shall not be able to leave before the Abyssinian Easter, which falls on the 8th 
proximo (April). My meeting with the Emperor was appointed for to-day, but in conse¬ 
quence of some emergent business which he had near Godjam, he has postponed my visit 
for a few days. His Majesty wished to see the released prisoners for the purpose of 
asking them before me whether he was not right in what he did to them, in consequence 
of their misbehaviour. As 1 was afraid lest their presence should irritate IJis Majesty, I 
begged him to dispense with it; but if he liked he might send the charges to me to read 
to them ; in which suggestion he readily acquiesced. 

" On the 13th 11 is Majesty sent the charges, and requested I should hold a Court 
for him in my tent, and have them read before all the European artizans of Gaffat, and a 
number of Abyssinian officers whom His Majesty ordered to attend. He sent his chief 
Am baric scribe to read the charges. All t:ie released prisoners confessed they had done 
wrong, and begged His Majesty to forgive them as a fellow Christum. The Emperor had 
also ordered that copies of the translation of Her Majesty’s letter, and his answer thereto, 
which he sent with the Royal scribe should be read publicly, aud you may well fancy how 
surprised I was when 1 heard his letter read, as 1 thought he wished it to be kept secret. 
As it has now been made public, 1 do not think 1 should be wrong in telling you what it 
contains. The pith of it is an humble apology ; and the following two passages in it will 
show you in what a spirit it has been written.’ He says:— 

El my humble position I am not worthy to address your Majesty; but Illustrious 
Princes and the deep ocean can hear anything. I bring an ignorant Ethiopian hope that 
your Majesty will overlook my shortcomings, and pardon my offences.’ 

“ And ends thus :— 

“‘Counsel me. but do not blame me, O Queen! whose Majesty God has glorified, 
and to whom he has given abundance of wisdom.’ 

“The preseuts are not yet finished, but are expected to be got ready by the end ot 
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this month. His Majesty wrote to ask me the other day to act as Judge between him aud 
the released prisoners ; 4 If I have done them wrong, let me know, and 1 will remunerate 
them ; but if you find them in fault, I will return them my love.’ 

«I am not quite certain which road we shall take when we leave Abyssinia. I am 
recomroeuded, on account of the large party, to go to Suakin. instead of Massowah from 
Kassaia, as both Barka and the valley of the Nile are thought to be excessively hot at this 
time of year. 1 shall write and let you know when the time of our departure is fixed, and 
of the route I intend to take.” 

The above affords a full account of all that occurred ; and I think very great credit is 
due to Mr. Rassam for the successful manner in which he carried out the difficult and 
delicate task entrusted to to him, especially lor the tact he displayed in avert ng the public 
judgment before the Emperor, and so avoiding the risk of any fresh irritation which might 
have been caused by the released captives being brought again face to face with His 

From a later letter from Mr. Rassam to M. Munzinger, dated the 9th of April, it 
appears that the packet dis|>atched from Koratu on the ^3rd of March was mistakenly 
stopped at Wnghara by the Emperor’s people; directly the Emperor heard this, lie ordered 
that the messengers should at once be released, but they, instead of proceeding on to 
Massowah, returned to Korata. 

Fresh messengers were then dispatched on the 9th, and reached Massowah on the 
30th. Nothing particular had occurred between the 23rd March and 9th April. 
Mr. Rassam repeats, on the latter date, that, with the exception of Captain Cameron, who 
is somewhat weak, all the released prisoners are in perfect health, and longing to leave the 
country. He hoped that would be at the end of the month. 

Further intelligence brought by an Abyssinian, who had come down direct to 
Massowah, and arrived on the 10th instant, was to the effect that, a few days alter the 
dispatch of Mr. Ra6sam’s messengers on the 9th, that gentleman had received a request 
from the Emperor to cross the lake, to take leave, but to send the ex-captives round by 
land to Gorgora. at the head ot the lake, where Mr. Rassam would afterwards rejoin them, 
and all proceed to Matemma. That Mr. Rassam immediately left by water, accompanied 
by Dr. Blanc and Lieutenant Prideaux, while the others started by land. 

I found Dr. Beke at Massowah ; it appeared to me that his remaining there was very 
unadvisnble. I therefore recommended him to take the opportunity of my going to Suez 
to return there. He accepted the offer. 

At Massowah I personally became acquainted with M. Munzinger, who has had 
charge of the British Consulate since October last. I found him to be, os I expected from 
his letters to me, a most intelligent person, having very extensive information regarding 
Abyssinia, and a very clear mode of conveying it. 1 would beg to commend him especially 
to your Lordship's notice for the care and attention he has displayed since acting under 
me, and for the well-arranged means he has applied for the purpose of keeping up 
communication with Mr. Rassam's camp. 

Without the aid of his local knowledge and influence, this would have been a matter 
of very great difficulty, if not of impossibility. 

When Mr. Rassam has got fairly out of the country, M. Munzinger is anxious to 
proceed for three or four months to Egypt, on important business, if bis absence from 
Massowah could be allowed. 

By that time, 1 conclude, final arrangements regarding Abyssinia will have been 
completed by Her Majesty’s Government, and there will be no objection to his leaving, 
but I told him your Lordship’s instructions on the subject would be communicated before 
then. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 
No. 372. 

Mr. Purday to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 11.) 

My Lord, 24, Great Marlborough Street, June 7, 1866. 

I AM requested by Mrs. Stern to forward you a copy of a letter she has just received 
from her husband, the Rev. H. A. Stern, thanking your Lordship for the communication 
on the subject of the Abyssinian captives which your Lordship has kindly, from time to 
time favoured us with. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) C. H. PURDAY. 

- 4 O 
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IffcIoOTtrc in No. 872. 

The Rev. H. A. Stem to Met. Stem. 


My dear Charlotte, Koroto, Minch 22, I8W. 

AT length God, in His infinite mercy, has beard the prayers which have aaoended 
to Bi* Throne of Grace, in our behalf, and released us from prison and chains 

Our manacles were removed on Februaiy 24th, and on the 25th, we quitted the 
rocky heights on which we had been confined for sixteen mtermmaNe months. Two 
days we remained encamped at the foot of the Amba to regain some strength, as several 
of us (myself among the number,) could scarcely stand upright, much less ride any 
considerable distance. Freedom, change of air, and the hixnry of unshackled bands and 
feet, however, effected a wonderful alteration in our exhausted and enervated frames. 
On the 7th instant we reached Gaffat, where Mr. Flad and our former fellow - pri soners 



of the Koial camp. From the kindness and attention we experienced, as we advanced 
on our journey', hope, so long deadened in our hearts, began to revive, and visions of 
liberty, to winch, for mow than two years, we had been strangers, again brightened met 
ftiture. Onr enterprising, excellent friend, Mr. Rassam, received ns with that cautious 
coldness which onr mutual position seemed to rentier indispensable. Messengers were 
disf fttohed the same night to announce tmr arrival to his Majesty; and on the morning 
of the lftfh instant a complete reconciliation was affected before Mr. Rassam and the 
Royal Delegates, between the King anti his white pri•♦oners. 

We are BOW waiting with yearning impatience tl»e permission to leave Abyssinia; 
a question which is still subject to the variable mood of His Majesty. 

A letter from Dr. Beke, together with a petition from you amf the other relatives 
•f the prisoners, arrived here on the lffth Instant. 

The King forwarded the Awfob copies to Mr. Rassam, with the lac oni c r em ark , 
" I have already, for the sake of the Quern of England, liberated the prisoners." 

I should like to have written a long letter, but Mr. Rassam restricted me to a 
abort note, and I mast, therefore, impose an unwilling restraint on my unchained 


_ Kiss the dear children for me; and that our Heavenly father may, ere long, 

irwnBe us, is the continual prayer of your affectionate, but sincerelv tried has band. 

(Signed) HENRY A. fTTERH. 


No. 873. 

Dr. Beke to the Earl of Clarendon. —(Referred June 13.) 

My Lord, 4, Suffolk Street , Aosrfcm, Arne !!, 1 869. 

1 TAKE the liberty of announcing to yoar Lordship that I arrived in England 
fhmi Abyssinia on the Sth instant, and I avail myself of the earliest opportunity to say 
that 1 have heard, to my great regret, that the contents of a letter addressed by me 
from Cairo to Mr. Pnrdav, the fother-m-law of the Rev. H. A. Stem, had been made 
known to your Lordship, ami that you hsd, in consequence, found it necessary to 
communicate with Mr. \V\ G. Palgrave on tlie subject. 

In justice to myself, I trust I may lie allowed to offer the following explanation 
respecting that letter:— 

tin my arrival in Alexandria last) November, I heard openly repeated, in the 
presence of sprenri English gpiitleinrii (some of whom I believe to be now in En gland ), 
matters affecting the personal character of two gentlemen who have unfortunately been 
named in connection with the subject, of which matters Mr. Palgrave was said to be 
the promulgator. 

Oft November 30th I arrived at Chiso, and on the following day Mr. fWrMa 
(with whom L was aot then personalty acquainted) rolled at the hotel where I was 
•taping with »y wife, and m I \tm mr* within, he left his card. It was not till sevtaal 
Aiyn afWwante that I n*tunml his call, when I found ha had quitted Cairo for a sheet 

time. 1 had now occasion to go to Suez, and on my return, on December litis, I 
found that during nly absence Mr. Palgrave had again called on me. A few days after 
this, we aoddentally met in the street, and were introduced to one another bv a mutual 
friend. On December 20th, Mr. Palgrave paid me a visit, accompanied by another 





gentleman (a German, whoee name I do not recollect), and I received the two in the 
common sitting-room of the hotel, my wife being occasionally present during portions 
of the interview. I have entered into these details in order to show that it was 
Mr. Palgrave who sought my acquaintance, and not I, his; and that, as no previous 
confidence or privity had existed between us, what he thought fit to communicate to 
me spontaneously and without reservation on the only occasion on which we ever met, 
except in the open street, could not be regarded as of a private or confidential 
character. 

With Mr. Palgrave’s statements to me your Lordship has been made acquainted. 
Those relating to the two gentlemen already alluded to were a little more than an 
amplification of what I had previously heard in Alexandria. I, therefore, owe no 
apology to any one for repeating what was common talk in Egypt before my arrival in 
that country; but I do owe it to myself to say that I should not have condescended to 
advert to such a subject in my correspondence with Mr. Pnrday had it not been for the 
apprehension (entertained by others as well as myself) that the alleged ill-feeling 
towards Mr. Stern, on account of what had occurred m Mesopotamia, might have been 
carried over into Abyssinia. 

That the instructions from Her Majesty’s Government to Mr. llassam were 
specially directed, if not alisolutcly restricted, to the liberation of Mr. Consul Cameron, 
I had heard from more than one quarter before l left England; consequently, it was 
no matter of snrprise to me to have this confirmed by Mr. ftil^rave. Still, as 1 was 
deputed by the relatives of Mr. Stern and other captives to obtain the liberation of the 
whole of them without distinction, it was of the utmost importance that I should be 
assured of what the fact really was. Accordingly I suggested that Mr. Pnnlny should 
communicate on the subject with some Members of either House of Parliament, with a 
view to elicit the truth ; but I certainly did not authorize or desire, nor did I, Indeed, 
m the slightest degree contemplate, any communication with ymrr Umlship o f w ith 
yonr department on the subject; and I can only repeat the expression of my regret at 
such commnnication having lieen made, and that yonr Lordship should thereby have 
been subjected to any trouble or annoyance. 

I do not, however, tnltn to myself any blame for having communicated to Mr. Stern ■ 
relative what had been communicated to me under the circumstances already detailed : 
on the contrary, I consider that I should have been wanting in my duty to him and the 
other relatives of the captives, and yet more to the captives themselves, had I acted 
otherwise than I did. 

As regards my own Mission, your Lordship w ill, I am sure, do me the justice to 
believe that I was, throughout, most careful to abstain from everything at all likely to 
militate against, or interfere w ith, the exertions of Mr. Rassam. What I had made up 
my mind to was the liberation of the captives at all events; and I was only desirous 
that gentleman slvould be aware that if, from any cause, his Mission did not make such 
p r ogre s s as could be wished for, I was aiding independently, though mute harmoniously, 
towards tlie same end. The best proof of this is, however, afforded by the reception 
given by the Emperor Theodore to the petition of the relative* of the captives, forwarded 
to him in my letter of .January 29th. As I learn from a communication from 
Mr. Rassam himself, the petition touched the Emperor’s heart; and when (as Mr. Stem 
reports) His Majesty said tliat he had already released the prisoners for the sake of the 
Queen of England, I have reason to believe that if suoh had not been the case (fortu¬ 
nately for the honour of the British nation), he would still liave set them free, out of 
compassion for their distressed relatives, on whose behalf I liad undertaken my journey 


compassion lor 

to ius country. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) CUARLE8 BEKE. 


No. 374. 


Mr. Murray to Dr. Beke . 

Sis, Foreign Office, June 19. 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 11th instant. 

I am, &c. 

(8igned) JAMES MURRAY. 
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No. 375. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—{Received June 25, 5 a.m.) 


(Telegraphic.) 
THE folic 


Alexandria , June 24, 1866, 2 P.M. 

lowing strange report, dated Matemma, 25th of April, lias just reached me, 
vii Khartoum. Several (servants ?) have been sent during the last three months to the 
captives, but no one of them has been able to return. From an Abyssinian friar just 
arrived, I learn tliat the King had gone to Guards, on the north-western point of the 
lake, when* he had promised Mr. Kassam and his companions that he would meet them 
before they left. He invited them all to a grand dinner; Cameron refused to attend ; 
but, whilst the others were gone, mounted his horse, and attempted to escape ; he was, 
however, captured soon after. King was furious at this, and immediately imprisoned 
Kassam and all the other Europeans. 

[Report unfounded. See No. 376.] 

No. 376. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 30.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, June 29, 1866. 

M It. FLAD lias just arrived with despatches from Abyssinia; he leaves by French 
steam-jwieket for England. 

The Mission and other Europeans are detained by the King’s command, but 
are well treated. The King appears suspicious of ulterior proceedings against him, and 
wants some guarantee of good disposition before allow ing them to leave the country. 

Mr. Flad will explain to your Lordship well position of allairs in tluit country. 

The Report sent on the 21th instant is unfounded.* 

No. 377. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 4.) 


Alexandria, June 14, 1866. 



(No. 40. Consular.) 

My Lord, 

I HAVE the honour to rci 
the Chief Clerk of the 
in favour of the Rank of Egypt 
amount due to that gentleman for the months of March and April last, as authorized in 
Mr. Murray’s despatch No. 17, Consular, of the 21st March last.f 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 378. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon , No. 51, Consular, June 24, 1866.—( Received 

July 4.) 


[Recording telegram. See No. 375.] 


• No. #75. 


f No. M2. 
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No. 379. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Receired July 4.) 

(No 52. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, June 24, 1866. 

I HAD the honour to forward to your Lordship, by telegraph, the summary of 
intelligence that has reached me this day, on the subject of the Abyssinian captives. 

Tliis intelligence was contained in a letter addressed to the Egyptian Trading 
Company, bv their agent at Khartoum, w ho had received the information from their 
correspondent at Matemma, and, although it is almost incredible tliat Captain Cameron 
could have acted in the reckless and inconsiderate manner reported, l cannot help 
fearing that there must be* at least some foundation for the rumour. The last letters 
received from Mr. Kassam were dated the 9th April, at which time he hoped to Ik* able 
to take leave of the King in a few days, and, unless some untoward event had hapficned, 
later intelligence should have been received from him ere this. 

I propose making immediate application to the Egyptian Government, to cause 
instant inquiries to be made, through the Governor-General of the Soudan, into the 
matter, as it appears to me to be of so urgent a nature that no time should he lost in 
obtaining all possible particulars on the subject; and this is, I believe, the quickest and 
surest method of ascertaining w hether there is any truth in the report forwarded from 
Khartoum. 

I have, &. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 

[Report unfounded. See No. 370.] 


Minute. 


This information is superseded by that conveyed in Colonel Stanton’s telegram of 
29th June. 


J. MURRAY. 


No. 380. 

Captain Deshorough to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 4.) 

My Lord, Clevedon House, Castle Hill , Reading, July 3, 1866. 

HAVING heard that more recent accounts than those published in the ncws|Mipers 
have been received from Mr. Rassam, on lielmlf of the relations of Consul Cameron, 1 
entreat your Lordship w ill be so kind as to furnish us with the information, whatever it 
may Ik*. 

I trust your Lordship will kindly panion the trouble I am giving, in consideration 
of the great anxiety we all feel upon our unhappy relative's account. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) L. DE8BOROUGH. 


No. 381. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Deshorough. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 4, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of 3rd instant, and to inform you that a telegram has been received from Colonel 
Stanton, dated Alexandria, the 29tli ultimo, stating that Mr. Flad bad arrived at that 
town, and was on the point of embarking in the French steamer for this country, being 
the bearer of despatches. 

The Europnuis had not left Abyssinia, but were well treated; the object of tho 
King being, ns is stated, to procure an assurance of good disposition towards him beforo 
the Europeans departed. 

Mr. Flad, on his arrival, will doubtless be able to explain how matters stand. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) JAMLS MURRAY. 


4 P 


[73] 
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No. 382. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Purday. 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 4, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to inform you that a telegram baa been 
received from Colonel Stanton, dated Alexandria, the 29th ultimo, stating that 
Mr. Flad had arrived at that town, and waa on the point of embarking in the French 
steamer for this country, being the bearer of despatches. 

The Europeans had not left Abyssinia, but were well treated; the object of the 
King being, as is stated, to procure an assurance of good disposition towards him before 
the Europeans deported. 

Mr. Flad, on his arrival, will doubtless lx* able to explain how matters stand. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 383. 

Mr*. Stem to the Earl of Clarendon .— (Received July 5.) 

My Lord, 73. Sussex Road , Holloway , July 4, 1866. 

I TRUST your I/mlship will pardon the liberty I take in addressing you, and in 
requesting your Lordship kindly to inform me whether any fresh intelligence has been 
received from, or of, tlic Abyssinian captives. 

The intense and increasing anxiety 1 feel on my husband’s account will, I trust, be 
a sufficient plea for my thus intruding myself upon your Lordship's notice. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLOTTE E. STERN. 


No. 38 L 

Mr. Murray to Mrs. Stern. 

Madam, Foreign Office, July 5, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 4th instant, and to inform you that a telegram lias been received from Colonel 
Stanton, dated Alexandria, the 29th ultimo, stating that Mr. Flad had arrived at that 
town, and was on the point of embarking in the French steamer lor this country, lx*ing 
the lnnirer of despatches. 

The Euro|H‘ans had not left Abyssinia, but wen* well treated; the object of the 
King being, as is stated, to procure an assurance of good disposition towards him1>cforo 
the Eurojxans departed. 

Mr. Flad, on Ids arrival, will doubtless lx* able to explain bow matters stand. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 385. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 7.) 

(No. 54. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , June 20, 1866. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship a despatch that has just 
reached me, under Hying seal, from the Assistant Political Resident at Aden,* forwarding 
the copy of a letter from M. Munzinger, dated Massowuk, 1st June. 

The intelligence contained in this letter is not satisfactory, though it does not 
make any mention of the circumstance reported in my despatch No. 51 of the 
34th instant to your Lordship ;t but it ap|x*ars evident that the King of Abyssinia is not 
inclined to allow Mr. Rassam and his comjNinions to leave the country so soon as was 
expected. < 


* No. 38b*. 


t No. 378. 
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On Mr. Flad’s arrival in Egypt, I shall probably lx* enabled to ascertain something 
more positive as to the position of affairs in Abyssinia at the date of his departure, and 
trust to find that the report forwarded to Matcmma fc unfounded. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Minutes. 

We must at all eventaawait Mr. Flad’s arrival. 


E. H. 


I agree. 

8 . 


No. 380. 

Captain Goodfellow to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 7.) 

(No. 457. Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, June 17, 1866. 

I HO myself the honour to forward for your Lordship's information copy of a 
communication received by me yesterday from Mnssowah from M. Munzinger, in charge 
of the British Consulate at that place, dat<*d the 1st instant, the intelligence received, 
which was brought by native boat, is anything but satisfactory, and M. Muu/.inger’s 
rejjort is vague. Mr. Flad is the bearer of other letters which M. Munzinger has not 
forwarded ; one of the memlx*rs of the mission in a private note to me dat<*d 21st April, 
in which no reference is made to the present position, except that he wishes Mr. Flad to 
be given some money on his account for purchases in England, mentions that ho has 
himself addressed one to the Political Resident, and then* must Ixj others from 
Mr. Rassam for this place. I have however only received the two alw>ve referred to. 

2. Her Majesty's ship “ Victoria " letl this for Massowah on the 11th instant, and 
would have arrived there on or about the 13th, so that in the event of the officer 
commanding the “Victoria” seeing a necessity for his speedy departure for Suez to 
convey Mr. Flad thither, she might be expected to reach that place about the 19th 
instant, in which case the intelligence herein reported would have already reached your 
Lordship through Mr. Flad. 

I liave, &c. 

(Signed) G. It. GOOHFELLOW. 


Inclosure in No. 386. 

M. Munzinger to Captuin Ooodfellow. 

(Secret.) 

Sir, Massou ah, June 1, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that Mr. Flail arrived here yesterday. He left 
King Theodorus’ camp at Zeghe on the lake on the 21st of April, and he pnxxxxled by 
Matcmma and Cassala. He left Mr. Rassam and all his companions (including the 
released prisoners) in jx*rfect health in the King’s camp. The promise Theodorus gave 
to Mr. Rassam to send him to his country at once has not been fulfilled. It seems the 
King wishes to prolong the negotiations. He asked Mr. Rassam to send Mr. Flad with 
letters to the Government and to stay with him till Mr. Flail will return. 

As Lieutenant-Colonel Mere wet her promised ine to send the “Victoria” in the 
beginning of June, Mr. Flad will do better to wait here for her. In ease the “ Victoria ” 
has not left Aden when this will reach you, I beg to send her hither as soon as possible 
and to furnish her with coals enough to bring Mr. Flail directly to Suez, if you will 
find it convenient. I beg you to inform Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether of the contents 
of this letter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MUNZINGER. 
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No. 387. 

Captain Qoodfellow to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 9.) 

(No. MG. Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, June 21, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report for your Lordship's information in continuation of 
niy despatch No. 457, of 17th instant, that in consequence of the strong head winds 
prevailing in the lied Sea at this season, and the slow speed of the “ Victoria,” in 
addition to the unsatisfactory state of her machinery, her Commander deemed it more 
advisable to return to Aden with Mr. Flad, in place of at once proo<*eding with him on 
to Suez, more esjiecially as he was firmly convinced that by so doing he would thereby 
hasten Mr. Flad’s arrival iri England. The “ Victoria” arrived here at 5 p.m. to-day, 
and after a consultation with Mr. Flad, I considered it most prudent to send him on to 
Suez with a letter of introduction to Colonel Stanton, Consul-General in Egypt, at once 
by the French mail steamer which was signalled and arrived in harbour within an hour 
or ho after the “ Victoria ” came to anchor. The letters to your Lordship’s address that 
Mr. Flad is the bearer of, will explain the pn*sent position of Mr. Rassam and his com¬ 
panions; and Mr. Flad will communicate to your Lordship what has actually happened 
between the King and Mr. Rassam to cause the latter’s detention : it is needless to add 
that Mr. Rassam has been unable to write as fully as he would have wished, the letter 
with Mr. Flad having been almost dictated by the Emperor. As the French steamer 
is to leave so soon, I am precluded from recording deany, for your Lordship's informa¬ 
tion, the intelligence that Mr. Flad is in possession of; that gentleman has however made 
a written statement of the facts as they occurred, which lie* will have the honour of 
handing to your Lordship on arrival in I/>ndon. Mr. Flad is entirely without means, 
and has not a change of clothes; I have consequently taken upon myself to supply him 
with clothing for tlie present, and have given him 50/. for current expenses and to cover 
certain sums that he has been forced to disburse on lus downward journey, and I have 
further informed him lie mid be in no fear of not receiving ample remuneration for the 
services In* is rendering. I trust that my proceedings will meet with your Lordship’s 
approval. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. II. GOODFE LLOAV. 


Query: Approve? 


Minute. 

,1. M. 

E. II. 


No. 388. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 9.) 

I 

(No. 57. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, Jun^ 29, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that Mr. Flad, the bearer of 
despatches from Mr. Rassam, has just arrived at Alexandria, and handed me his account 
of the state of affairs in Abyssinia together w ith the accompanying despatch from the 
Assistant Political Agent at Aden addressed to your Lordship under thing seal 

Mr. Flad will himself deliver to your * Lordship the documents with which 
Mr. Rassam has charged him, as well as his own written statement of the events 
that immediately procoidid his departure from Abyssinia. 

Mr. Flad’s statement is most clear and concise, and it is with deep regret that I 
have to report to your Lordship that Mr. Rassam, together with his party and the 
Europeau captives, are detaiiud by the King of Abyssinia and unable to leave the 
country, and will, I fear, l>e detained until the return of Mr. Flad with a reply to the 
letter of the King to ller Majesty, 
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It is difficult to account for tlie sudden change in the demeanour of the King to 
Mr. Rassam and to the captives who had been previously released, but His Majesty 
appears to have entertaimd suspicions that Her Majesty** Government would take 
measures to punish him for his behaviour towards the British subjects who have been 
imprisoned in his countiy; and Mr. Flad believes that the suspicions inav have been 
excited by one of the late captives, M. Bardel, who appears to have succeeded in 
influencing His Majesty, and to have employed his influence to the detriment of the 
captives and of Mr. Rassam’s mission. 

1 he jKxdtion of Mr. Rassam and his companions is now most delicate; they appear 
to lx* treated with a certain amount of consideration, but are nevertheless to all intents 
and purposes State prisoners, and any delay in complying with the ¥ ing’s demands may 
cause them to be subjected to similar indignities, and even cruelties, to those that have 
been inflicted on the other unfortunate captives. 

Your Lordship will also perceive from Mr. Flad’s statement that he is himself of 
opinion that the King had all along intended to detain Air. Rassam, and tliat the 
actual position of affaire has not been brought about by any want of tact or caution on 
Mr Rassam s part ; in fect, he gives the greatest credit to that gentleman for his conduct 
m the very trying position in which he has l>een placed. 

i: * t<> n *I K)rt your Lordship that Air. Flail hairing requested me to furnish 

Uim with funds to meet his expenses, I have given him the sum of 50/. for this purpose 
from the I ost-office monies in ray hands, and have the honour to request your Lordship's 
sanction to charge this amount in my account current with Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) E VWD. STANTON. 


Minute. 


fromVhe lWiry raW ° D ClCTk ^ the 60/ ” whioh must ultimately be recovered 


JAMES MURRAY. 
E. HAM MON I). 

S. 


No. 389. 

Mr. Rassam to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 10.) 

My vt? U , m , Emperor's Court at Zegay, April 18. 1866. 

honour to forward to your Lordship an Amhario letter with an 
English translation, from the Emperor of Abyssinia, addressed to the distressed families 
of Consul Cameron and other European prisoners, in answer to a petition they had 

Mri to the*irapecUve^puScs. 0 ' M “ j “ ty ^ * 7 0Ur * 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


Inclosure in No. 389. 

/rT , . . , King Theodore to the Relatives of the Prisoners. 

(Tjanslation.) 

IN the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God. 

irem the King of Kings, Theodorus, to the distressed [relatives of the prisoners]. 
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How arc you ? Thanks l>e to God, 1 am well. The petition which you have sent 
lias reached me. I have felt the grief which has distressed you. For the sake of ray 
friend, Victoria, the Queen of England, I have released the prisoners at Magda la, and 
delivered them into the hands of Mr. llormuzd Rassam. May this news give you 
gladness. 

Dated at Zegnv, Anno Mundi 7358, and Anno Domini 1858, in the year of Saint 
Mark, and the 10th day of the Month Maria (corresponding to the 17th April, 1866). 


No. 390. 

Mr. Rustam to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 10.) 

My Lord, Emperor’s Court ut Zegay, April 18, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that my companions, Dr. Wane 
and Mr. Prideaux and I reached the Court of the Emi>cror of Abyssinia, on the 28th 
of January, and If is Majesty gave us a most magnificent reception, and treated us with 
great, kindness and civility. 

lie received Her Majesty’s letter graciously; in answer to which he wrote a very 
friendly and courteous reply. 

1 had the first interview with IIis Majesty on the very afternoon of my arrival at 
his Court, when he related to me all his grievances with regard to Consul Cameron, 
and the other European prisoners. Early the next morning he ordered the release oi 
all the prisoners, a nominal list of whom is herewith inclosed for your Lordship’s 
information. All the released prisoners have been made over to me by His Majesty, 
and an* now with me, enjoying good health. 

All the prisoners presented themselves before the Emperor on the 10th instant, 
and after the charges were read to them, they all confessed tliat they were wrong in 
what they had written and spoken against His Majesty. The Emperor then forgave 
them for all that, they hud done, and said that lie would be as friendly towards them 
henceforth as he is towards myself and my companions. 

His Majesty has lieen good enough to present me with 10,000 dollars for ray 
expenditure, and lias in every respect been very kind and hospitable. The other day 
he did ine tlie honour of coming in person to see me in my tent, and said that he held 
mo dear on account of my being the sonant of his friend the British Queen. He has 
also presented me with a royal saddle, shield, sword, and armlet, and has given 

each of my companions a shield, spear and armlet, in addition to five mules. He is 
about to create an order, with which he intends to invest us. 

His Majesty has had for some years a desire to procure some scientific men from 
England, and yesterday he spoke to me about obtaining for him two or three men who 
could teach his people how to make cannons, muskets and shot, and how to melt iron; 
also an instructor of artillery, lie said he wished these persons to come here with 
their instruments and everything necessary for their work, and after they had taught 
his people they should he allowed to return. 

His Majesty would l>e much obliged to Her Majesty's Government if his request 
ooiild he complied with, and from his second letter to the Queen, which I inclose 
herewith, your Lordship will perceive that we are all detained in this country for the 
present, for friendship’s sake. 

I should 1 k> obliged if Her Majesty’s Government could send me a 100,000 
percussion caps of different sizes, a few double barrelled rifles and pistols, some gun¬ 
powder, a boat, if practicable, for the use* of His Majesty on the Lake, and any other 
thing which Mr. Find, who is the bearer of this letter may suggest. 

If Her Majesty's Government an* able to send the persons required, it is necessary 
that they should lx* Informed tliat they will l>e required to remain in the service of the 
Emperor at least one year, ami that no European articles are obtainable here. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 
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Inelosure 1 in No. 390. 


List of the released Prisoners.* 


Nam*-*. 

Occupation. 

Country. 

County. Ac. 

Inhabitant of 

C. IX Cameron .. j 

f Her Britannia M •jetty's Con- 

l *ul nt M-imott itb. 




L Kenws .. j 

Late Secretary of Consul ( 
Camerun .. ( 

Ireland 

Galway 

f S<>u'l»pork, 

\ Ahv*eragh. 

R. McKchey 

L*te s-rviiut of Consul 1 
Cameron ., / 

Ireland 

Down 

Downpatrick. 

J. Mackerer . 

8t rvsnt of Consul Cameron ,. 

France .. 

/ IX-fiartment of) 

Vhiran-Tal. 

D. Pietro .. 

Late sen-ant of Consul 1 
Cameron .. J 

Italy .. 

Turin .. 

Tavais. 

A. Bardel 

Painter, and lat© teacher of( 
languages .. \ 

Missionary ,. ,. 

Franco 

Department Meuse 

Snmpigny. 

R«*v. II. A. Stem .. 

Cur Hessen 

• • 

London. 

11. Rnaenthal 

Missionary 

Mecklenburg 

Kuretcnberg 

I/Otulon. 

Mr*. E. Kcr* nthal .. 


F.ngl»nd 

Loudon 

London. 

Mr. T. M. Find .. 

Missionary 

\V iirtrmhurg 

Keutliogon 

Undmgeii. 

Ain*. P. Mad 


Hlunisa Prussia.. 

Treves 

Sourbeuuken. 

A. Find i 

Fr. Had J children.. 
P. FJud ) 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

W. Stnigcr .. | 

Missionary ,, .. 

1 Grand Duchy of) 

| llodrn j 

Lahr .. 

Laugrnwinkc). 

F. Brandeis ,, j 

Missionary ,, ,. 

Ditto .. 

Wieid och 

Rnieithal. 

K. Schiller ., 

T. Easier . .. | 

| Natural history collectors .. j 

Prut-in ., 

Hungary 

Po^en .. 

Odchburg ,. 

Posen 

Ncuthnl. 


(Signed) U. RASSAM. 

Korata, April 4, 18G6. 


Inelosure 2 in No. 300. 

Ring Theodore to Her Majesty the Queen, January 29, I860. 

(Translation.) 

IN the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, one God. Amen. 

From the Servant of our Isord, and llis created Being* the son of David, the son 
of Solomon, the King of Kings (of Ethiopia), Theodoras, 

To Her whom God lias exalted above all sovereigns and glorified above all princes 
and peoples, and made the Defender of the Christian Faith and the succour of the 
poor and oppressed, Victoria, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

Had the illustrious llormuzd Rassam, whom your Majesty lias mentioned to us in 
your letter, not. lx*on sent to us about the matter of Cameron and others, but the lowest 
of your servants, he would have been received graciously by us. We now send, with 
llormuzd Rassam, Cameron and all the other Europeans a*lx>ut whom your Majesty has 
written. Your Majesty can learn from those who fear the Lord the ill-treatment and 
abuse which we have received at the hands of the above-mentioned Europeans and the 
Copt, who calk'd himself Metropolitan, the Aboona Salania. 

In my humble position I am not worthy to address your Majesty, but illustrious 
princes and the deep ocean can bear everything. I, being an ignorant Ethiopian, hope 
that your Majesty will overlook my shortcomings and pardon my faults. The people 
whom we have imprisoned for their reviling and defaming us, did so because the Gallos 
bad proved victorious over the Royal children of Israel, and had humbled them ; hut 
God lias empowered me, the son of one of the humble women of Israel, to regain that 
which had lieen lost by my forefat hers. 

Doubtless your Majesty has learnt how ignorant and blind the people of Ethiopia 
are; therefore I beg of your Majesty not to take amiss the mistakes I may make in my 
correspondence with vou. Counsel me, hut do not blame me, O Queen! whose 
Majesty God has glorified, and to whom lie has given abundance of wisdom. 

Dated the 22ud day of Jan, 1868 (corresponding to 29th January, 1866). 


• Laid before Parliament. 
















Inclosure 3 in No. 390. 

x Kin 0 Theodore to Her Majesty the Queen, April 17, 18GG. 

(Translation.) 

IN the name of the Father, Son, and Holv Ghost, one God. 

the created MB * the • onof Davil1 ' thc 800 of Solomon ' 

„ .., To ., he rZ* , °“ G ‘£. h « a (tore all people, the Defender of the Christian 

Faith, the Frotector of the Door and oppressed, the Queen of England, Victoria. 

.i ir • "°.V°“ r 8Prvant Mr - Hormuad Itassam, whom you said that vou had sent in 
thcaffiur of Mr. Cameron, come, but the lowest of your slaves, I would have welcomed 

By the power of God I have released Mr. Cameron, and made him over to four 
senun Sir. Itassam, and by the power of God, I have also released the other prisoners 
and all other Europeans who might wish to leave the country, and made them over to 
him, and I have kept your servant. Mr. llormuzd Itassam, for the sake of consulting 
together upon the extension of our friendship. We, the people of Ethiopia, are blind, 
and, wo beg of vour Majesty that you should give light to our eyes, and so mav you 
receive light in the Kingdom of Heaven. * ^ 

H# JIT' 1 “I ti' ^im/^l 1 ' 0 ¥ l '. Iuli 785 ? ; an(1 Anno I )o niini 1858, in the year of 
1800) am ™ 10t * ( ^ ° f 116 month ^ Iaz * a (corresponding to the 17th of April, 


No. 301. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received July 10.) 

\fT> wrimrATr . .. India Office, July 9, 1866. 

MR. MKRI\ ALh presents his compliments to Mr. Hammond, and forwards to 
him herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for War of Foreign Yffhirs 
copi<* of two letters, recently received from thc Acting Political Resident at Aden’ 
relative to the detention of Mr. Itassam by the Emperor Theodore of Abyssinia. 

Inclosurc 1 in No. 391. 

Captain Qoodfellow to Earl de Grey and Ripon , June 17, 1866. 

[Sec No. 380.] 

Inclosurc 2 in No. 391. 

M. Munzinger to Captain Good fellow, June 1, 1866. 

[See Inclosure 1 in No. 389.] 

Inclosurc 3 in No. 391. 

( apt a in (mixlfrllow to Earl de Grey and Ripon , June 21, 1866. 

[See No. 387.] 


No. 392. 

My Lord ^ ^ *** Earl CUtrendon —{Received July 10, 1866.) 

I DEEPLY regret that I have to report, for your Lordship’s information the 
melancholy events winch Mr. Itassam and his companions, together with the released 

Abyssinia ^ ^ eXpenence ' Just 011 tho appointed for their departure from 
It was the 13th of April, I860, which day was appointed by His Majesty 


Theodorus that the released prisoners should leave Korata, and proceed from there by 
Foggera, Demliea, Tslielga, to Matomma. 

Air. Itassam, with his companions, hail left us early in the morning, in order to 
take leave of His Majesty Theodorus. Thc Royal camp was at Segie, on the south¬ 
west shore of the Lake Tsana. 

The European artizans of His Majesty, aud the agents of his l/mlship Bishop 
Gobat, at Jerusalem, proceeded, according to the order of thc King, with Mr. Rassam 
to the Royal Cainp. 

As soon as Mr. Rassam had arrived on tho other side of tho lake, as usual when 
he went to see His Majesty, the mules of the Kiug were waiting for him to take the 
three gentlemen up to the house of the King. 

As soon as they had dismounted from the mules, and entered the hedge, one of the 
King’s Rases (minister) came, informing Mr. Rassam that he had received orders from 
the King to make him, Mr. Prideaux, and Dr. Blanc prisoners. 

Immediately a soldier took hold of Mr. Rassam; others took the swords of 
Mr. Prideaux and I)r. Blanc; and some others took hold of the two gentlemen. 
Mr. Prideaux not yet aware of what was going on, refused to give his sword, on 
which occasion a soldier gave him some boxings. Informed by Mr. Rassam that 
they were prisoners, Mr. Prideaux condescended. After this a carjiet was brought, 
and* the gentlemen wore ordered to take a scat. Thc King was inside in his house, 
and the gentlemen had to sit outside in the sun, and wort* watched by the soldiers. 

The first Ras (minister) was sent by the King to ask Mr. Itassam: " Where are 
the prisoners ?”— A. “ They have left Korata to go to Tslielga.” 

Q. “ Why did you not bring them here?”— A. “ Your Majesty gave me permission 
to send them by the other side of the lake to Tslielga, where I should have met them 
to take them to their country.” 

Q. “ You had no right to send them w ithout my permission ?”— A' “ Your Majesty 
had graciously released them, and given them over to me, for the friendship sake of 
my Queen, and, by Lcdj Abeedan, I have asked your Maj<»sty whether I may send 
them around tin* lake or not, and your Majesty gave me, by Lcdj Abeedan, your 
servant full lilierty to do what I think best.” 

King : I wislied you to n*concile me with them. I intended also to give those 
w'bo have no mule, a mule, and, to those who have no money, some money for tho 
road.”— A. “ Tho reconciliation which took place in thc month of March I thought was 
sufficient. Thc released prisoners asked your Majesty to forgive them for thc Redeemer's 
sake, and I myself asked your Majesty to forgive them ; according to which, your 
Majesty, in your letter dated (•) March, say, that for God’s sake, and for the friendship's 
sake of the Queen of England, you forgave them, and that I shall take them out of 
your country.” 

Some unimportant questions wen* put to Mr. Rassam, after which thc three 
gentlemen were brought to a tent and watched by soldiers. 

I must hen* make the remark, that the Government could not have intrusted a 
man better fit for the mission of Mr. Rassam than himself. In all his business with 
the King he was calm, prudent, cautious, and sincere. Not only the Abyssinians hut 
even the Europeans did wonder at him. I have also to observe that if even Mr. Rassam 
would have taken the reh*ased prisoners with him to the Kiug the same thing would 
have happened. Neither Mr. Rassam nor the released prisoners would have been 
permitted to leave Abyssinia. A month before we bad received the King’s cmler to 
start it was n*ported by the natives that the King intended to keep Mr. RaNsam and 
the released prisoners in order to get a “ kasa ” (ransom), satisfaction, from the Queen 
of England.” 

Once when he consulted his European artisans whether he shall send Mr. Rassam 
and the released prisoners, or whether he shall keep them, and those gentlemen advised, 
yea, even begged him, hi send Mr. Rassam and the released prisoners to their country 
and to make friendship with England, he replied, “ But if they an* gone what have I ? 
—An empty hand ! I wish to have something in my hands [that means hostages] ; 
but as your advice is to send them, I will follow your advice. They may go.” 

The prison where we were put in was built more than a fortnight ago, aud at tho 
same time it was said by the natives, who had heard what the King was going to do, 
that if the prisoners an* going with Mr. Rassam to the King, they will not be allowed to 
see him; but they will b<* brought as soon as they laud to that hedge, which afterwards 
became our prison.” 

From this we see that thc King had planned it long ago, not only to keep Mr. Rassam, 


* Mr. Rauain gau? thc date, but 1 forgot iu 
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but to frighten him, that he might consent to the King’s projxisal made in March to 
Mr. Hussain, namely, that he si mil remain in Abyssinia and send a man with letters to 
his Queen, that her Majesty shall send skilful men, artists, Ac., to Abyssinia, who 
would open the King’s ryes, because, said he, “ I am blind, and I wish you to open my 
eyes/’ Mr. llasaam will have given in his reports to your Lordship the details of 
that negotiation. 

After the three gentlemen had been put in a tent their property was brought before 
the King, where it was by himself examined, counted, and registered. The money, 
silver vessels and ornaments, the guns, pistols, powder, Ac., were taken by the King. 
The other effects and the provisions were, after they had passed their examination, 
restored to the gentlemen. 

It is the custom in Abyssinia that, if a person is imprisoned, his property is taken 
by the Government. Sometimes it is restored, sometimes not. 

The servants who were with Mr. Uassam received also a guard; but they were 
allowed to serve their masters. Those of his sonants who who have been at Korata 
and those who were with us here have been put in chains. 

The 14th and 15th April passed over quiet. 

Now I must proceed to our own, the released prisoners’ sad history. On the 13th 
of April, at nine o'clock, wo left Korata with a sonant of the King, which was given 
to us os an escort, not anticipating that some hours alter wc would be made prisoners 
again. Before we left, all our mules were counted by some of the Kings officers. 
After two hours’ ride we were brought by our guide to a village. A few hours after 
our arrival, we were called in a house, to hear a letter from the King. As soon as we 
had entered the house, the door was watched by two armed soldiers, and we ourselves 
were surrounded by about 20 soldiers, who had been hidden in the house. Dejnj 
Tndla, who was sitting on an alga arose then and said :—I have received orders from 
the King to make you prisoners, but do not be afraid. As soon as he had pronounced 
these words, each of us was taken and kept by a soldier. A letter of the King was 
rend to us ; its contents were as follows :—“ In the name of God the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Ghost, one God. May this letter reach Dcjaj Tadla. By the power of 
God, I the King of Kings Theodoras am well. We have been angry with our friends 
and with those Europeans, who say we go to our country, and wc are not yet reconciled. 
Until we consult what we arc going to do, take hold of them ; but do not make them 
uncomfortable, or afraid, and do not hurt them.” As soon as the letter was read, we 
were ordered to sit down, and to give up our pocket knives. After we were searched, 
Dcjaj Tadla left the house with some governors and soldiers. They proceeded to the 
tents of Mrs. Find and Mrs. Rosenthal, gave a guard to them, and took hold of our 
servants, property, and animals. Boxes were opened, the money was counted and 
taken, ana everything given to the charge of the soldiers. The Indies, the children and 
the servants were weeping and crying, and even we ourselves felt very wretched, 
seeing us again surrounded by all these black barbarians, who rejoiced in our misery. 

I n the evening iron chains were brought, and we were two and two chained together. 
For each of us a man servant and n maid servant, for whom he had to make himself 
responsible, were released, and allowed to provide some food for us. During the night 
we were watched. The next morning [April 14] we were brought back to Korata. We 
were allowed to ride on our mules. Arrived at the market-place, we had to sit there for 
about five hours being watched and surrounded by a great many Abyssinians. The 
greater part pitied us; other had their delight to mock at us, whether wre were monkeys 
or men. In tlio evening we were brought in two different houses. The ladies and 
children together with us. We had no bed and nothing to eat, everything was taken 
from us. It was something heart-tearing to hear the poor little children weeping and 
crying, one asking for a bit of bread, another for milk, and another for bis supper and 
his bed. If the wives of the European artisans, who on providence happened to be at 
Korata, would not have sent us some food and some milk for the children, and a cover¬ 
ing for the ladies and children at night, our position would have been terrible. We 
the chained, had just to Re down on the floor of the house. To the ladies and children 
two algas were allowed. The fi*arful night had past. Two hours before sunrise, wo 
were ordered by our guard to get up and to proceed down to the shore of the Lake. 
“ From whence we were in the Ismts of bulrushes, and by the people terrible from 
their beginning hitherto” (Isa. xviii, 2 ); taken to the other side of the Ijakc, to the 
royal camp. < )ur servants were kept prisoners at Korata. 

Arrival on the other side, the King sent three mules, one for Captain Cameron, 
and two for the holies and the children. An hour’s walk brought us to our prison. 
Immediately after wo had arrived, the King sent us a dinner existing in 11 cows, 11 


baskets of bread, 11 jars of hydromel, 5 jars of butter, and 3 jars of pepper. Ho 
also kindly sent a tent for the ladies. .Mr. Rassam had the kindness to send us 
one of his tents and 6 cowhides, else we would have been obliged to sleep on the bare 
ground. 

In the evening some of our luggage, after it had been examined, was sent to us by 
His Majesty. Mrs. Flad was very glad to find some dresses for the little oues, and 
some preserved milk in one of the Boxes. We partook of some debs (roasted meat), 
which a soldier had the kindness to prepare for us. 

On the 16tli in the morning we were brought before Ilk Majesty. For Contain 
Cameron he had sent a mule. When we arrived the whole Court was assembled, 
Mr. Rassam with his companions were sitting on a carpet in front of llis Majesty. 
Immediately order was given to release Captain Cameron from his chain. To the 
soldiers who had to o|k»u the iron-chain of Captain Cameron, the King said ironically, 
“ Take care, do not touch him; he has the syphilis.” As soon as the chain was taken 
off. Captain Cameron was ordered to take a s<»at on the carnet, where Mr. Rassam with 
his companions were sitting. After Captain Cameron, M. Bardel, a Frenchman, was 
released and ordered to sit down next Captain Cameron. 

Now the King said to Mr. Uassam, ask the prisoners •—Why did you wish to 
leave my country, before you took leave of me, anti l>cfore we were reconciled ?— 
A. Your Majesty had graciously given us over to the English Ambassador, Mr. Rassam, 
and we had to do wlmt Mr. Rassam ordered us to do. 

King. Would it not have been right for you to ask Mr. Rassam to bring you 
hither and to reconcile you with me ?— A. Yes. 

King. You made the mistake, Mr. Rassam, liccauso I told you to reconcile me 
with them. M hy have you omitted to do so ?—A Your Majesty, a reconciliation took 
place in March, as soon as the prisoners lmd arrived at my camp, and I was fully con¬ 
vinced that such a reconciliation would Ik* satisfactory. 

King. Rut on the day when I sent to you that you might get ready for the road, 
did I not tell you that if you came you should bring the released prisoners with you, 
because I wished to give to those who had no mule, a mule; and to those who have no 
money, some money for the road : according to which you gave me the answer (hat you 
have bought mules for them, and that you have money enough to take them to their 
country?— A. Yes; but I (lid this only to spare your Majesty to bo troubled with 
them. 

King. Now you sec for your sake they are again in chains. From the day you 
said you wished to send them hy another road I got suspicions, and thought that you 
wished to do so in order that you may say in your country you have released them hy 
your prudence or by your power. Who ar(» you ? Arc you a king ? Arc you not only 
but the servant of the Queen of Englund ? But now, ask those whether they have 
abused me or not?— A. Yes. 

King. Captain Cameron I had imprisoned because he went to Kassala, to my 
enemies the Turks, and I had given him a letter for the Queen, and he came back 
without bringing me an answer. Messrs. Flad, Stern, Rosenthal, Makerer, and 
Kerens, I lmd chained l>eoauHe they have abused mo ; and the rest of them I had 
imprisoned because I found them together with the others. They have done nothing. 

I even don’t know them. 

King (to Mr. hassam). Ask Mr. Stern what for did he abuse me ?— A. Your 
Majesty, in a had hour St. Peter betrayed his Master, and I wrote something against 
your Majesty; hut as Peter when lie rejwnted received Christ’s forgiveness, so I re]K*ut, 
and ask your Majesty to forgive me for Christ’s sake. 

King. Did you write it from yourself, or did the Aboona ask you to write it?— 
Mr. Stem. What I have written, partly I heard it from the Alniona, and jinrtly from 
his servants; but he never asked me to write it down. 

After this Mr. Rosenthal was asked, nave you abused me ?— A. Yes. 

King. Have you called me a wild King, because I liave killed that man at 
Gondar?— A. Yes. 

King. WeU, that man was a murderer. Have you not you the law in your country 
that a murderer sliaU be put to death ?— A. Yes; but at that time I was not acquainted 
with his guilt. 

Mr. Rassam, Mr. Pridcaux, and Dr. Blanc were now ordered by the King to arise, 
and to hear a letter. In the letter the King said, that he proved before them that 
the prisoners were guilty. " I,” said he, “ will stand to my former friendship, but I 
require a ‘kasa’ (ransom, satisfaction); and I require it from you, Mr. Rassam, 
because you are the Balderaba given to me by the Queen of England. 8he says in her 
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letter, everything I wish Mr. Rassam will do for you. 4 What my kasa is I will tell 
you afterwards. I don’t want gold nor silver; I want people who will open my eyes, 
because I am blind. . . Now let me prove to you that though my mother was poor, 

she was a daughter of the ancient Kings of Ethiopia.” 

Al>out fifteen witnesses he called out of his Court, who witnessed that his mother 
was from the line of the ancient Kings, and that he, the King, had from his mother’s 
side, in mom than ten different provinces of his Empire, “ gait,” that is territory, 
granted by Government for continual possession. After this, Mr. Rassam and 
companions wen? onion'd to their tents. Mr. Rassam, before leaving, asked the King 
again to pardon us, which was refused. The King said, “ For to-day I have released 
Captain Cameron. If I only obtain your friendship, to-morrow I will do everything 
you wish me to do.” After Mr. Rassam had left, we were taken baek to our prison. 

In the morning, on the 17th, we were called into the tent of Mr. Rassam. Soon 
after our arrival there, the King sent a message to Mr. Rassam that our chains should 
be owned. After about an hour, which we spent in the tent of Mr. Rassam, the three 
English gentlemen received from IIis Majesty an invitation to an audience. We, the 
released prisoners, were also ordered to appear. As soon as we (the prisoners) had 
approached near His Majesty and received his salutation, we fell down to the ground, 
asking II is Majesty to forgive and to pardon us. We wen? ordered to get up, and to 
come nearer. We had the honour to take a seat on a carpet. The King brought forth 
the petition of tin* relations of the English prisoners* which had been sent from 
Masson ah by Ur. Rcke. Captain Cameron was asked to n*ad it. After that the King 
said, “ Jt is the devil who made me angry with you, and who tempted me to destroy 
the friendly feelings existing since the late Mr. Flowdcn, between myself and England. 
From my childhood I like the Europeans, especially the English ; and God knows that, 
from morning till evening, I had no other desire than to get in alliance with the English 
nation. It is true that, by the power of God, I will fight the Turks; but there never 
arose a thought in my mind to fight with the English. AVlmt I wish is, that they shall 
love me and he my friends. Mr. Stem,” said he, “you are quite innocent; 
it is not you who abused me, it is that Copt, who calls himself a monk and a 
bishop, fie made me angry with you, and he abused me. And Air. Flad, God knows 
I never had any had feelings against him. Ho never committed anything which could 
make me angry with him. And Mr. Rassam you are the best man I ever saw in my 
life, and you did nothing which could make me angry with you. The other day it is 
true my suspicion arose?, but it was the devil; and now we will make peace, forgetting 
everything past, and by actions of love we will renew our friendship. Now, I pray 
you all forgive me.” The King immediately fell down to the ground l»efore us. We 
asked that llis Majesty might arise and forgive us, but he refused; so we said, accord¬ 
ing to the custom of the country, “ For God’s sake, we forgive you.” And immediately 
wo kneeled down before him, lagging him to forgive us, on which he answered, “ For 
God’s sake I forgive you.” After this ceremony wo had to sit down. Then the King 
said that each of us should write a letter to his relations, and give them the news that 
His Majesty, by the power of God, and for the friendship's sake of the Queen of 
England, laid pardoned and released us, nud that we hope to see and meet them soon. 
After this we were dismissed. 

The King now told Mr. Rassam that he wishes him to stay with him, until the 
Queen of England will send him a “kasa," existing in artists, machines, and tools, 
Ac., for which purpose he shall now write letters, and send one of the Europeans, 
who will come hack and bring the “ kasa.” 

I must make the remark, for your Lordship’s information, that the letter 
Mr. Rassam sends by me was dictated to him by His Majesty, and that after he liad 
written it, he lmd to rend it to Aito Samuel, Kantilm llaloo, and to the European 
artists. Mr. Rassam also asked me to inform your Lordship of the difficult position 
he was in when he had to write; yea, that he was obliged to write in that strange way 
his letter. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Rassam was asked by Ills Majesty, whom he wished to send 
to England. Mr. Rassam replied, “ any one to whom your Majesty gives confidence,” 
on which the King replied, “Mr. Flad shall go; I trust him.”+ The next morning the 
King sent for me, informing me, that he w ished me to take his and Mr. Rassam’s 
letter to Enghuid ; I replied, “Your Majesty, I am not the man fit for such a mission. 

• Tture ws* one •ontoncc in Her Majesty’* letter which wu just contrary to its meaning translated —T. M. F. 

♦ As I informed by the European artists, the King had chosen in*, not bee*u«e he trusts me. but he said 
to them: *• To an European, bis heart is his wife, and his eyes are bia children. Mr. Flad has a wife and three 
children, which 1 will keep here, and then ! am certain liist he will return and bring me au answer. 1 * 
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I would feel Tfry much obliged to your Majesty, if ywi would send any one else.” 
Kings “ No, you ore the man we want, and you must understand, that you are not my 
messenger, but Mr. Rassara’s. But you must use all your influence to bring me the 
workmen.” 

Up to this date the money of Mr. Rassam was in the hands of the King. He gave 
me 1,000 dollars to bring them, together with Aito Samuel, to Mr. Rassam, and I had 
to tell Mr. Rassam that His Majesty will send him by-and-by the rest of the money ho 
took from him (0,800 dollars). On the same day, the 18th, the swords were given 
hack to Mr. Prideaux and Dr. Blanc. The King made the following excuse: “ I took 
your swords from you, because I was afraid you might hurt yourself.” On the same 
day Mr. Rassam and com jum ions received the presents which the King had ordered to 
be made for them, mules, saddles, shields, Ao. 


On the 21st, the day when I left, early in the morning His Majesty paid a visit 
to Mr. Rassam. At 11 o’clock, His Majesty came the second time to the tent of 
Mr. Rassam, and had covered with carpets, by his first minister, the floor of the three tents 
the English gentlemen occupied. In returning, he took Mr. Rassam by his right hand, 
ami walking along b© flattered him that to* was his brother, Ac. When they reached 
the door of the hedge, in which Mr. Rassam’sand onr tents were, the King sent off th© 
soldiers, who hitherto had watched us day and night, saying, “ Get off, you are not mf 
people, it w not neeessairy that you watch my friends, and my brother* Mr. Rassam.” 
None of us was allowed to go outside before the guard had been taken away. Th© 
evening previous, Mr. Rassam and companions wished to take a ride. They ha<l to ask 
for permission, and a guard was going with them. At mid-day on the 21st, the guns, 

S istols, shields, spears, powder, silver ornaments, Ac. were sent back to Mr. Rassam.* 
ilver-spoone, Ac., were not restored. Also th© money which was taken from the 
prisoners, though promised to be restored, was not given hack to them before I left. 
I left the ramp at four o’clock, after a heart-turning leave of my dear wife and children, 
and all my other friends, whom I had to leave in the hands of the savage Theodore, 
the cruel, inliuntan, and sly despot. 

From Segie I proceeded by Tshelga, Matcmma, Kedaref, Kassaln, Bogos to Mas- 
sowah, at wliieh place I arrived after a dangerous and fatiguing journey on the 81st of 
May. 

Begging your Lordship to make no public use of the alswe report, and, as T am 
by birth a German and not well acquainted with the English language, to jiarrion any 
mistake I made. 


I am, Ac. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAD. 


No. 393. 

Mr. Flad to the Earl of Clarendon —-(Received July 10.) 

My Lord, 

I HAVE further to bring to your Lordship’s informal ion that all th© straggles by 
King Theodore, the misery and imprisonment of the English Consul, Captain Cameron, 
and all those who were under his protection, arose portly from the imprudent transac¬ 
tion of the Consul’s business, and partly from the negligence of th© Foreign Office, as 
also the conduct of some Europeans, which caused the King’s suspicion and distnnt 
against the English nation. 

W hat 1 write now I don’t write it to bring accusations against persons; I merely 
write it clown to make your Lordship more acquainted with the motives by which all 
these collisions between the two Governments were produced. 

1. Captain Cameron, when he came the first time to Abyssinia, brought with him 
M. Bardel, a Frenchman, engaged as Secretary—a man of a very equivocal character— 
quarrelling with him and se|»arating from him, he made him his constant enemy. And 
I believe that, he is one of those who put the existing suspicion against Mr. Rassam 
and the English Government info the heart of the King, and who advised him to take 
hostages from England, else they woukl revenge themselves, after they hove liberated 
their subjects. 

.M. Bardel, after having been dismissed by Captain Cameron, entered the King’s 
service. The King sent him with a letter to the Emperor ol France. The contents of 
the letter were similar to that letter of th© King which he sent at th© some time by 
Captain Cameron to the Queen of England. 

AH this «w done by the Kts* that I mtfki Uke the news to Europe. 

4 3 
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After nine month® M. Bardel returned from France with a letter in answer to the 
letter the King had sent. Though Ills Majesty was not much pleased with the answer 
of the Emperor Napoleon, he gave permission to the French Consul, M. Lejean, and his 
companion, Dr. Lagan!, who had neen kept for three or four months as prisoners at 
large, to leave his country. At tliat time M. Bardel reported in Abyssinia that the 
English Government will send no answer to the King, because they like much more 
the Egyptians tlian him. From where M. Banlel had received this information I don’t 
know. He himself said to me that he heard it at Alexandria from an Englishman who 
was well acquainted with what is going on in the Foreign Office. I must say the 
Government, as well as the different newspapers, and societies like that who sent 
Dr. Beke, acted very imprudently since our capture began. If some of those letters 
and despatches* would be sent by one of our enemies to King Theodore, they would 
be enough to provoke his indignation in such a way that he would kill in one 
day, not only those who have English blood in their veins, but every one who is 
from the European race. Until the Government has succeeded in procuring the 
release of the prisoners, it should be abolished that the newspapers receive any article 
regarding the Abyssinian captives. This is especially now at present most necessary, 
liecause that said* M. Bardel is again on very friendly terms with Theodore, and he 
has his correspondent, Pater Delmonte (Roman priest) at Massowah and Hallai. 
M. Bardel is a man who would not care much if all our people would be killed in 
one day. 

2. Consul Cameron when ho came the first time to Abyssinia, after having been 
well received by llis Majesty, and presented with a golden saddle and a mule, a horse, 
an ornamented shield, a bitwa, and 1,()00 dollars, was entrusted by His Majesty with a 
letter for the Queen of England. The King wished him, if possible, to go himself to 
England, and bring him an answer; if not, to stay at Bogos or Massowah, in order 
that when the answer comes, he shall bring it up to the King. Consul Cameron, 
against the advice of the King, went by Bogos to Kassala, and as he was sick lie came 
by Matemma up to Genda to get medicine in my house. At Keren, in the Bogos 
country, lie separated from Aito Samuel, the man who was given by the King to 
him as Bnldemlia (introducer, escort, &c.) Aito Samuel wrote from Keren a very 
accusative letter to the King about Captain Cameron.+ Having arrived at Gondar, at 
his first interview with His Majesty, the King was very angry with him. He asked 
him, What has became of my letter?— A. I sent it from Axum by two of my servants 
to Aden. 

King. Where is the answer ? Did I not tell you to bring mo the answer ?— A. I 
hope the answer will lie her** till January 1864. I left one of my men at Massowah 
with the order that as soon as the answer arrivts He will bring it up. I came only 
bock because I am sick, and I km w that I would find some medicine at Mr. Kind’s. 

King. Wlmt for did you go to my enemies to Kassala ?— A. Some Arab tribes 
have stolen cows from Hamazin, and 1 only went down to Kassala to s|>eak to the 
Egyptian Government that they must Ik* restored. 

King. It was not your business to interfere. Who told you to do so ? Neither I 
myself nor your Queen gave you order to go down to Kassala. 

Though the King was at the time angry with Consul Cameron, he still treated 
him as his friend till the arrival of Mr. Kerens, who brought a letter from the Foreign 
Office to Consul Cameron, in which the arrival of his despatches and the King’s letter 
to the Foreign Office was acknowledged. But no further remark was made about the 
King’s letter, nor was there given any hope that an answer would Ik* sent. Captain 
Cameron was obliged to send a copy of his letter to the King, who for months had 
been anxiously waiting for an answer of Her Majesty tin* Queen. 

Disappointed in his expectations, he listened and believed all the calumniations of 
the Anti-Anglican Europeans and Abyssinians. Some days after the arrival of that 
letter Consul Cameron was ordered to leave his bouse at Gondar, and to take his abode 
in a tent in the King’s camp; that is to say, the Consul was a prisoner. This was in 
November 1868, four months and a-half after his second arrival in Abyssinia. Being 
out of good health, be bad once asked the King for permission to leave his wimp, and 
to abide iu bis house at Gondar. It was refused to him. The King said, l*»t him 

• For example, ihf dn>|wlrh of Lord Ruasrlt to the Political Agent Con»ul-Gcnrral in Efjvpt and many 
other antele* t »!*•* WtMi from the pmoner*. 

t<Somc Aby-aui'Aii* al*o told the King that the F.ngli»h Cnnaul abimd and derogated him before the Turks. 
Whether thi« *ccu»atioo wa* true or not I don't know At hi* imprisonment, atpi at the rvcoonhation in 
Mr. Ramtwin’a lent, the rhorge* Ilia Maje«tv brought attaint! Consul Cameron were:—lat, **Yoa went tome 
enciuie*, abused aud derogated me." 2nd, '* You came back without bringing me au answer." 


die, if they only cannot say that I have killed him. Where is the answer to my 
letter? Why does his Queen (abusing Her Majesty in a most vulgar manner) 
despise me ? 

More than five weeks after the Consul had received his letter from the Foreign 
Office, he asked the King (in a letter) to give him permission to go to his post to 
Massowah. The following day he and all those who were under his protection were 
put in chains. If Mr. Kerens would have brought a letter for the King, whether good 
or bad, neither the Consul nor his subjects would have been imprisoned and deprived 
of all their property. Even Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal would have been released, 
and, as it was reported by the natives, all of us, together with the Consul, would have 
been sent out of Abyssinia. But instead of sending an answer to the Emperor, the 
Government wrote to their Consul to leave immediately the Abyssinian territory, and 
to proceed to his post to Massowah, from where he shall inform his Government what 
France is going to do against Abyssinia, and what they are doing on the African shore 
of the Red 8ea. From all this the Emperor was fully convinced that the intention of 
the English Government is to have nothing to do with him any more. How could it 
be otherwise expected than that the Emperor would take revenge on the Consul and 
his subjects. 

When we were in prison the King once sent us a message, saying, “The Consul I 
have imprisoned because his Queen did not send me an answer. Personally, I have 
nothing against him. Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal I have imprisoned because they 
have abused me; and the n*st (we were ten Eurojtoans) I have imprisoued Itecuuso I 
found that you white people are all had.” 

The Rev. Mr. Stem was, after having received the* King’s permission to leave his 
country, prevented from doing so because the King was informed (by someltody else) 
that the Bishop Salama, the English Consul, and the Rev. Mr. Stern, had made a 
complot against him. He was beaten liecause, when two of his interpreters were 
beaten before him until they expired, he tinik up bis hand covering his face. Then the 
King said to his soldiers, “ He bites his linger against us; beat him.” Until the King 
was convinced that he gets no answer from the English Government, he treated 
Mr. Stern, though in prison, very polite. All his property was in Mr. Stern’s |m»sn(*s- 
sion. Either by M. Bardel himself, or by his influence through Aito Samuel, the King 
heard that Mr. Stem is anxious about some written things regarding him. His paper* 
were examined and translated, and a severer imprisonment followed. 

3. Further, Consul Cameron, when on Magda la, gave to Dojaj Mercet (Duke of 
Hamazin and prisoner on Mugdala) a paper of protection (safe-guard) in which he 
said that in ease England will take revenge on Abyssinia, the country and family of 
Dejaj Mereet shall lx* treated as friends, because he did all hi* could to provide for 
the English prisoners. Captain Cameron took that paper back and burnt it, hut a cony 
of it was, by Mr. Kerens, Secretary of Consul Cameron, put into the hands of the 
mischievous M. Bardel, who, as it seems to me, made use of it to the disadvantage of 
Mr. Hussain's mission. There were also some Abyssinians, especially one, a former 
sonant of the late Mr. Barroni at Massowah, who advised 'the Emperor to keep 
Mr. Rassam in his country, else the English Government would not only send him no 
artists, hut they may send troops to take revenge. 

4. It seems also that Her Majesty the Queen, in her letter to the Emperor Theodore, 
sent by Mr. Rassam, did not enter into the different questions of the Emperor, made in 
his letter in 1862. 

Also it seems that the English Government gave to the Emperor Theodore, at the 
time of the late Consul Plowden, some promises which wen* never realised. From all 
these and many other things the King sees himself deceived in his expectations from 
the English Government, and therefore he distrusts us and hates us. 

I beg your Lordship to excuse my liberty in making here some additional remarks 
of my own. 

Being fully convinced tliat the English Government, at this sad news I luive to 
give, will Ik? very much irritated and disappointed, because Mr. Rassam with the 
released prisoners was at this time expected to Ik* back from Abyssinia. I fear that 
many voices will Ik* heard : “ Send troops anti force the Emperor Theodore to send all 
English subjects out of his dominions.” 

I make here the humble petition and say : As the Government, since the Abyssinian 
captive began, experienced grt*at patience, the Government should not loose it, but try 
to satify the claims of the Emperor. This could Ik* accomplished: 

1. If the Government would give me a man and the neccfssary money. I would 
try to get the people the Emperor wants. Workmen are hitherto treated and paid well 
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by King Theodore. The only thing which is to be feared is, if they wish to go to their 
country they would not be allowed to do so. Mr. Rassam received from the Emperor 
in money, presents and other things about 25,000 German crowns. Consul Cameron 
received in money 1,000 German crowns, and in presents, &c., about 2,000 German 
crowns nr more. 2,000 dollars the Emperor paid for the late Consul Plowden (money 
by which Mr. Plowden was released out of the hands of his murderers, the rebel Gerred). 
Except what Consul Plowden had received during his stay in Abyssinia in money 
(which he bon owed from the Emperor), and what he received in corn, cows, honey, 
Ac. That will make together a sum of some 80,000 German crowns. One part of this 
money would be sufficient for the purchasing of instruments, Ac. 

2. If the Government would ap]>oint Mr. ltassam, Consul of Massowah and 
Abyssinia. Proin this the King would see that the English Government takes no 
hostile position towards him and his country. 

If England would lake a hostile position towards Abyssinia it might he, though 
is very doubtful, that the Emperor would send out the English subjects at once; but 
there is much more reason to fear that a fatalist like him would at once, in a most cruel 
and barbarous manner, slaughter all our people together with his European workmen. 
There an* twenty-six souls, Europeans, connected with Mr. ltassam. The European 
workmen, with their wives and children, are thirty-live souls. All together sixty-one 
souls, Europeans, except all the native servants, who would, with their masters, have to 
share the same fate. In the other way it is to be expected that as soon as hostile troops 
enter Abyssinia, the Emperor might take our people,and retiring to any distant Galla 
country, he would torture them (what is worse than to be killed at once), in order to 
fovoe them to write that the troons shall leave his dominions. Therefore it is most 
desirable to finish with this man ui peace. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAI). 


No. 394. 

Memorandum respecting Mr. Rustam's Mission to Abyssinia. 

THE appointment of Mr. Rassam, the Assistant to the Political Resident at Aden, 
on the special Mission to the King of Abyssinia, for the purpose of obtaining the 
release of Consul Cameron and the* other Europeans, originated in a recommendation 
made by the Rev. G. P. Badger to Mr. Lnyard in June 1804. Mr. bayard thought 
the recommendation a very good one, as he knew Mr. ltassam to be a very faithful, 
intelligent man, thoroughly well acquainted with the Arabs, and exercising much 
influence over them. Lord Russell approved of the selection of Mr. ltassam for the 
Mission, and the India Office was thereupon requested (June 11, 1804) to instruct 
Colonel Merewether to send Mr. ltassam to Massowah and, if necessary, to Gondar, 
for the purpose of obtaining the release of the captives. This was accordingly done, 
and the annexed is the Memorandum of instructions with which Mr. Rasstuu was 
furnished. 

Mr. It Assam left Aden for Massowah in Her Majesty’s ship ** Dalliousie,” July 20, 
1804, and, during the long stay he made at Massowah. he wrote three letters to tlu* 
King asking permission to proceed on his journey. On the 5th of July, 1805, the 
King replied to his letters nud invited liim to go to him at Magdala via Matemma, 
sending him word also, through the Naib of Arkeeko, tliat “if lie went up all his 
requests would he granted to him.” 

Instead, however, of proceeding on at once to Magdala, and although he had had 
the Queen's letter to the King for upwards of a year, lie wrote to the King to excuse 
his going up on account of the malignant fever which was said to infest the country 
between Kassala and Matemma during 8epteml>er and October; but in his letters to 
the Political Agent at Aden lie assigned as additional reasons that he had no presents 
worth offering to the King, and that he must go to Egypt first to obtain an order to 
pass through Egyptian territory, llo accordingly proo<‘rd<‘d to Suez, wlien he 
telegraphed to Lord Russell a report that he had heard tliat Consul Cameron was 
releasee, and, after visiting Colonel Stauton, returned to Massowah. 

The third letter from Mr. ltassam reached the King on the 1th of July, 1865. 
On the same day Captain Cameron was chained hand and feet. On the 5th July, the 
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King replied to Mr. Rassam’s letter, and the messengers who earned it told Mr. Rasa&m 
that they had seen the Consul released before they started. 

In a private letter dated July 14, 1865, Captain Cameron says, “ Rassam’s third 
letter came up a few days since. If he does not come here now, after having got 
leave, it may cost us our lives.” This was communicated to Lord Russell, October 10, 
1865; but Colonel Stanton had, on the 20th September, been desired by telegraph to 
urge upon Mr. Rassam the importance of proceeding on his journey with all possible 
speed. He according left Massowah on the 15th of October, 1865,'to go to the King 
viA Matemma. Mr. Rassam reached Matemma, November 21, 1865, and wrote to the 
King to announce his arrival there. The King immediately sent an escort to receive 
Mr. Rassam and his companions and conduct them to his presence, giving directions 
that the Mission should be treated with the highest honour on its way to the Court. 

Mr. Rassam reached the King on the of February, 1866‘and His Majesty, 

after reading the Queen’s letter, desired all the Europeans to be released, and they 
were accordingly released on the 25th of February. 

Colonel Stanton, in a telegram, reported, May 22, 1866, that intelligence received 
at Massowah stated that shortly after the 9th Rassam had crossinl the lake to take * 
leave of the King, while the ex-captives proceeded to Goorgora at the north end of the 
lake, where it was expected he would rejoin them aud all proceed to Matemma. In a 
despatch dated May 19, Colonel Stanton reported that Captain Cameron and all the 
other prisoners (eighteen in number) expected to leave about the middle of April; 
but the Rev. Mr. Flad, one of the captives, arrived ot Alexandria, June 29, 1866, and 
announced that the prisoners were detained by the King’s command, but were well 
treated, the King being suspicious lest ulterior proceedings should be taken against 
him, and wanted some guarantee of the good disposition of the British Government 
before he allowed the prisoners to leave the country. 

Colonel Stanton reported, June 24th, by telegram, that the supposed reason for 
this detention was an alleged attempt on the part of Captain Cameron to effect his 
esca|)e; but in a subsequent telegram (June 29) he states that the report was 
unfounded. 

Foreign Office, July 12, 1866. A. L. COLES. 


No. 395. 

Mr. Purday to Lord Stanley.—(Receiv'd July 13.) 


My Lord, 

THE relatives of the captives in 


24, Great Marlborough Street, July 12. 1866. 

.. . . ... , • , Abyssinia, being exceedingly anxious to know 

their present position, have requested me to ask your Lordship to oblige them with any 
information which may have reached your Lordship respecting them, through Mr Flail 
who, we understand, lias just arrived with despatches from the Emperor. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARLES U. PURDAY. 


Minute. 

Is there any further information that can be given ? 

E. HAMMOND. 


Does your Lordship approve of our sending an answer to Mr. Purday in the terms 
of the accompanying Memorandum ? 

^ °“ wlU P 5 °kably recollect that Mr. Flail considers that the captives in Abyssinia 
have suffered from publication in England of information regarding them; and 
Mr. Purday is certain to publish our letter. 

July 14, 1866. , M 
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The less we say of what Flad brings the better. 


E. HAMMOND. 


Memorandum of Answer to Mr. Purday. 

That Mr. Flad has arrived, but has only brought intelligence to the effect of 
that which Mr. Purday already knows—namely, that Mr. Rassam and his companions 
arc not likely to be able to leave Abyssinia until Mr. Flad returns thither with an 
answer to a letter which King Theodore has written to the Queen. 


I agree. 


8 . 


No. 396. 

Mr. Flad to Mr. Hammond.—(Received July 13.) 

Hir, London , July 12, 1866. 

HEREWITH I send you the account of my expenses from Abyssinia to London, 
together with an account of money which I advanced to M. Munzinger, British Agent 
at Massowah, and money which I placed at Matemma for the use of Mr. Rassam. 

Further, I wish to be informed on what condition Her Majesty’s Government will 
place me regarding future expenses. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) T. M. FLAD. 


Minute. 

Mr. Flad’s disbursements, as stated in his account, must of course be paid, and I 
presume this may be done by the Chief Clerk, to whom the money will have to be 
refunded by the Treasury. 

As to his present juid future maintenance some allowance must be made while he 
stays in England, and he must also have the means of endeavouring to procure what is 
wanted by King Theodore. His personal expenses may perhaps be met by an 
allowance of a guinea* a-day, and if he wants monies for other purposes, he must specify 
what he requires. 

July 14, 1866. J. M. 


I agree. 8. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 396. 
Expenses from Abyssinia to Massowah. 


Date. 



1806 


Dols. c. 

April 24 

Bakshish to my escort, servant of the King .. .. 

18 0 


For three cow-hide# 

3 0 


For brandy ., .. .. • • •. 

2 0 


For wheat flour .. .. .. .. .. .. 

6 0 


For meat and butter .. 

4 0 

27 

For water bo^s ., .. ,. 

2 0 


Bakshish to a servant of the Governor of Tshelga 

3 0 


Hiring camels from Woachne to Matemma 

3 10 


To tba servant of Mr. Rassam 

1 0 




* Colonel Merewether lays a guinea vil? be quite sufficient.—J. M. 
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Date. 


Dole. e. 
2 0 
8 0 
4 0 
26 0 


18 0 

10 10 
10 10 


16 10 


466 16 


(8igned) T. M. FLAD. 


KADAREF. 

For a messenger to Kassela . . , 

For twelve bottle* of wine .. .. ,, 

For nee •• •• «• 

For six pain of Arab trouaera .. .. ,. 

For provisions 

KASSELA. 

For four camel* to Kassela .. „ 

Food for Mr. Raasara's servant .. .. „ 

For two pain of shoes .. .. .« 

For writing a let»er to the Moodier .. .. ,. 

Clothing for my servants .. . .. .. 

Food for them • • ,, .. .. 

Straw and dura for my mule .. ... ,. 

For four bottles of brandy .. .. ,. 

For one bottle of cognac ., .. .. .. 

For stockings and handkerchief .. .. ,, 

For a shirt and a covering for Mr. Roseau's servant 
For a lantern .. •• .. .. ,, 

For coffee .. .. ,, • • .. 

For a mantle .. •. .. .. 

For four camels from Kassela to Zagga .. .. 

For a postman to Kndaref .. 

For wheat flour .. .. .. .. ., 

For butter, salt, pepper, Ac. . . ,. , 

Spent at Kussola for eating and drinking 
Bakshish to the Kawas of the Modier .. .. 

For mac carom .. .. .. „ ,. 

For vinegar and pickles .. ., .. .. 

ZAGGA. 

Bakshish to soldien, whom the Modir of Kaseala gave me 
g«*rd 

For four camels from Zagga to Massowah .. .. 

For a guide 

For butter .. .. .. ,, 

Bakehish to a guard from Zagga to Keren .. .. 

Food for the camel drivers .. ,, ,. 

Fortwogoate 

For a cow .. ,, ,, .. 

Food for the camel driven on their road back to Zagga .. 


MA880WAH. 

For two messengers from Massowah to Abyssinia 
Expenses at Massowah .. .. .. 

Wages for three servants .. ., ,, 


Equal to 1034 8«. 


June 6 
6 


MATEMMA. 

For a pan, and tor an iron plate 
For two pain of shoes ., 

Bakshish to a servant of Lopech Djima 
For a gun, powder, caps, and shot .. 
For water bag* .. 

For four shirts .. 

For soap, coffee, candles. Ac. ., 

For a cow 

Meat for the servant of Mr. Rassam .. 
For pro vi moos 

For dura and straw for my mule 
For four camels to Kadaref 


1866 
April SO 


■ 








































Inclosure 2 in No. 396. 


(8igned) 


T. M. FLAD. 


London, July 11, 1866 


Certificate. 

(2000 Maria Theresa dollars.) 

Herewith I certify that I have received from Mr. J. M. Find, the sum of 2,000 
Maria Theresa dollars, which money will be kept by me, that Mr. H. Itassam raav 
dispose of as he wishes. 

Matemma, May 2, 1866. 

(Signed) JAH. EIPPERLE, Missionary. 


No. 307. 

Mr, Flad to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 14.) 

My Lord, 42, Great Russell Street , BloomsburyJuly 14, 1866. 

I HAD hoped ere this to have had the honour of a summons from your Lordship; 
but not having done so, I feel it necessary to state a circumstance which came to my 
knowledge while on my journey to this country, and that is that it was strongly 
reported that Egyptian troops wen* collecting on the borders, to make a descent upon 
Bogos, a district belonging to the King of Abyssinia; and I very much fear if this is 
done, that it will not only be detrimental to the captives and Mr.’Raasnm, but that the 
King may be induced to re-imprison them on that account. And that liis Majesty 
(who has an exceedingly suspicious mind) may think that the British Government 
might prevent such an occurrence. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAD. 


No. 398. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Purday. 

8ir * , „ .... „ , Foreign Office. July 14. 1866. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt, of vour letter of the 
12th instant and to state to you in reply that Mr. Flad has arrived, but has only brought 
intelligence to the effect of that which you already know, namely, that Mr. Rassam and 

I 
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his companions are not likely to leave Abyssinia until Mr. Flad returns thither with an 
answer to a letter which King Theodore has written to the Queen. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 399. 

Mr. Palgrave to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 14.) 

My Lord, 5, York Gate, Regent's Park, July 13, 1866. 

I BEG to report to your Lordship my return to England on the 10th instant 
from Alexandria, in accordance to the order of the Foreign Office, communicated through 
Mr. Layard. 

According to the arrangements made by the Foreign Office, I received, while in 
Egypt, the sum of 100/. a month from August 1865, up to April 1866, inclusive. At 
the* latter date, when preparing to return to England, in obedience to orders received 
from Lord Clarendon, I was detained in Egypt by Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul- 
General, Colonel Stanton, awaiting a reply to some communications made by him to 
the Foreign Office, and involving the possibility of mv further employment in Egypt. 
During this time, from the 1st May, to the 20th June inclusive, ] drew no allow¬ 
ance from Government. On the 20th June, I received a letter from Mr. Layard 
repeating Lord Clarendon’s orders for my return. I imnudintoly made my preparations 
for return ; and, leaving Cairo on the 25th June arrived in England on the date aliove- 
mentioned (July 10 1866). 

I have the honour to request that the expenses incurred by me in returning home, 
and amounting to 36/., may lx* reimbursed to me; together with any such allowance 
for my detention in Egypt, as above explained, from May 1st to .lime 20th, ns your 
Lordsliip may consider me fairly entitled to receive. 

I have, <&c. 

(Signe(l) W. GIFFORD PALGRAVE. 


Minutes. 

I presume his allowance must bo continued up to the date of his arrival in England 
and 1)0 paid, with his travelling expenses, by the Chief Clerk. 

July 14, 1866. J. M. 


I think it would be well that I should sec Mr. Find; lmt the question is, what 
can we now do ? 

I should like to speak to you on the subject. My idea is tlint some one (Palgrave 
as good as any) should Ik* sent with presents to Massowah; the presents not to bo 
delivered till the prisoners an* released. 

S 

July 14, 1866. 


Lord Stanley saw Mr. Flad, July 16, 1866. 


J. M. 


No. 400. 


Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon , No. 56, Consular, June 29, I860.—( Received 

July 16.) 

[Recording telegram. See No. 516.) 
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No. 401. 

Lord Stanley to Captain Good/el low. 

8ir, Foreign Office, July 16, 1866. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 21st ultimo reporting the steps which you 
took to expedite the journey to this country from Abyssinia of the Rev. Mr. Flad, and 
I approve your proceedings in this respect. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 402. 

Extracts of Private Letters received from Mr. Rassam and others.—(Received July 17.) 

Zeghe , April 18, 1866. 

A FEW (lavs ago I wrote to you a long letter, and told you how well I was 
received by the Emperor of Abyssinia. We arc all now staying at his Court as his 
guest, and not a day passes without his showing us marked civility and attention. On 
the 10th instant all the released prisoners were brought liefore him, and after some 
charges were read liefore the Ministers of State and Nollies to different prisoners, they 
all confessed their faults and bogged His Majesty’s forgiveness. Tlx' Emperor very 
graciously pardoned them, and said that hcncefortfi he would love them and show them 
the regard which he has shown me and my companions. We all had another meeting 
with I f is Majesty yesterday, and nothing could exceed his courteous and polite behaviour 
on that occasion. He told me that ho wished to sec more of me in order that I might 
"benefit him with my friendly advice. From my letter to the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, you will perceive that he wishes to have some artisans and instructors 
of artiHerv, and I send in conjunction with him, Mr. Flad, one of the released prisoners, 
to cany tlio letter to England and bring back an answer. Mr. Flad is a very good man, 
and our choice could not have lieen better. Thank God we arc all well, and I have no 
doubt that through your prayers, and those of our other friends, we shall meet ere long 
in health and good spirits. Kind regards to nil friends. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 

1*.S.—If you are sending the medicines which Blanc has asked for, I shall feel 
greatly obliged by your forwarding me, ns soon as possible, the articles noted in the 
inclosed lists. 

H. U. 


Lake Tsana, April 16, 1866. 

Mr. Ilassam will have imparted to you the good news of our deliverance from 
imprisonment, and of our having been formally reconciled with ilis Majesty the King 
Theodorus since our arrival here. 

(Signed) C. 1). CAMERON, 


Zeghe, April 18, 1866. 

His Imperial Majesty has just given us some very handsome presents, and continues 
to treat with us the kindness he showed us since our arrival iu the country. A few 
days ago I sent you an account of the handsome hospitality and reception we had met 
at his hands. The Emperor desires, for the sake of friendship, that we should 
stay a few months longer in his country; if it was not for our families at home nothing 
could lie more agreable to urt, and even with this circumstance we feel very happy it 
our remaining in this country can in any way strengthen the friendship between the 
two nations. We are all, thank God, in good health, and for the present all enjoying 
the hospitality of the King’s camp. [Here follows a long list of medicines.] 

(Signed) H. BLANC. 


1 




! 
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No. 403. 

Mr. Flad to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 17.) 

My Lord, 42, Great Russell Street , Bloomsbury , July 17, 1866. 

IN the interview which I hrnl the honour of having with your Lordship yesterday* 
I ventured to suggest the urgent necessity of my having an interview with ller Majesty, 
in order that on my return to Abyssinia, I might lie enabled to assure the King that 
ller Majesty had lioen graciously pleased to grant me an audience. 

The reason for my being; desirous of obtaining such audience is my conviction, 
tliat on my return to Abyssinia the first question that will lie asked by the King is 
whether I had seen Her Majesty, and I fear that a negative answer would greatly 
endanger the success of my mission. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) T. M. FLAD 


Inclosure in No. 403. 

King Theodore lo Mr. Flad. 

IN the name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, one God, 
Theodorus, King of Kings, of Ethiopia, who is a creature and a servant, the son of 
David and Solomon:— 

I send Mr. Flail to Europe, because I am in want of skilful artists. All those 
workmen who would like to come to my country, rejoicing in their coming, I shall 
receive them with great honour, and give them good pay for their services. If they 
wish to remain in my country, I shall make their abode most happy [pleasant]. But, 
if they, after having leached my people tlicir arts for some years, wish to return to their 
country, I shall, through the power of God, give them a splendid pay, and with great 
honour I shall send them back to their country. 


Men and Material required by King Theodore from England and Her Majesty's Government. 

1. Two gunsmiths. 

2. An artillery officer. 

3. An iron founder, who is able to erect a foundry; nil to he furnished with 
necessary" t4xils, and furnaces, and instruments. 

4. One or two boat-builders. 

5. A enrt and wheel-wright. 

Ilis Majesty would also be pleased if Her Majesty's Government were to send him 
the following articles:— 

1. A small blast steam-engine for foundry. 

2. A turning bench, with necessary tools. 

3. A distilling machine. 

4. Machinery for the manufacturing of gun-caps, with necessary coppeiplatc, Ac. 

5. A good telescope. 

6. A gun powder-mill, with rollers. 

7. A good supply of gunpowder and gun-eaps. 

8. Some handsome large square carpets, silks, tumblers, and goblets. 

9. Some doublc-harrel guns and pistols. 

10. Two good regimental swords. 

11. Some European curiosities. 


No. 401. 

Mr. Flad to King Theodore. 


London, July 18, I860. 

IN the name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, one God. 

May this letter, which is sent by Martin Flad, reach the King of KingN, Theodorus. 
May the Redeemer of the world give your Majesty health and prosperity. Amen, 
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On the 10th of July 1 hive, by the power and grace of God, arrived in good 
health at this place. Your Majesty’s letter, as well as I myself, had by Her Majesty 
the Queen Victoria a kind arid friendly reception. 

Her Majesty's Governors take every day great trouble to find the artizans your 
Majesty wants. 

I have received the promise to get my leave after a fortnight. If God Almighty 
keeps me in health, I shall arrive at Massowah at the end of September. 

I beg your Majesty to send me word to Massowah whether I may come up to your 
Majesty by Tigr£, or whether I have to take the road by Matermna. 

There is a great war in Germany. The King of Prussia united with the King of 
Italy are fighting the Emperor of Austria. In a great battle which was fought at 
Sadown, the Emperor of Austria had a great loss, and was forced to retire. 

May God, our Heavenly Father, protect your Majesty. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAD. 


No. 405. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Palyravc. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 18, 1866. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
13th instant,* and to state to you in reply, that Mr. George Lenox-Conyngluim, the Chief 
Clerk of this Office, has l>cen authorized to issue to you the allowance at the rate of 
100/. a month assigned to you in Egypt, from thq 1st of May last to the 20th ultimo, 
both inclusive, together with the sum of 30/., being the amount of the expenses incurred 
by you on your homeward journey. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


Paid July 19, 1806. 


Minute. 

G. LENOX-CONYNG HAM. 


No. 400. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Mereu ether to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 18.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Ixtndon, July 18,1866 

AS it is of vital importance to the safety of the Mission now in Abyssinia under 
Mr. Hussain, ns well as to those who were, till lately, in captivity there, that there 
should not be the slightest ap|>earnnce of any forcible measures being taken against the 
Emperor Theodores, 1 have the honour to bring to your Lordship’si notice, that I have 
heard from more than one quarter that it is contemplated by the Egyptian Government 
to advance troops to the frontier of Abyssinia for the purpose of settling old boundary 
disputes, and for further operations as opportunity offered.t Mr. Flad informs me that, 
on his way home from the Court of King Theodores, he heard the report from good 
authority.t During the bust few days, I have been told by a distinguished officer of the 
Bombay army, Colonel Sir 11. Green, who has lately returned from a tour through the 
French possessions in Algeria, that, just before leaving Algiers, lie saw a train of 
light guns, suitable for mountain warfare, ready for embarkation. These, ho was told, 
lnul Ihhmi prepared for the purpose of l>oing sent to Alexandria for the use of the 
Egyptian Government in its projected operations against Abyssinia; it was also said 
that French officers would accompany the artillery to assist, ami do duty with, the 
Egyptian force. This was freely spoken of, and, as regards the guns, is not an 
improbable circumstance, as they could lx* sent by vessel along the coast, and landed at 
Alexandria, without attracting any particular notice. Taking the above into eonsidera- 

• No. 899. 

f Why did not Mr. Had mention this at the Foreign Office, where he ut me twice?—E. Hammoid. 

$ We might deaire Cowley to inquire into this.—E. H. 
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tion, I cannot help thinking that an early movement against Abyssinia is contemplated 
by Hu Highness the Viceroy. I would, therefore, most respectfully suggest, and 
wireestly urge, that measures may be taken to prevent a step which would prove so 
certainly fatal to every European now in Abyssinia. King Theodore being of a most 
suspicious nature would at once conclude that the Egyptian move was in accord with 
the views of Her Majesty s Government, and that it was intended to punish him for his 
late conpuet to Consul Cameron. It would be all the more dangerous at the present 
tune when Mr. bind is in this country deputed by the King to Her Majesty' the Queen. 
JLt would appear to the King as a direct rejection of his advances and a breach of good 
taith with him; the unmediate incarceration, if not death, of Mr. Rassam, Captain 
Cameron, and all the others would follow inevitably. 

*1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MERE WETHER. 


Minutes. 

Acknowledge and thank. 


Telegram to Colonel Stanton, July 18. 

I should lie indisposed to attach any importance to this story ; at the same time 
Jlt'iH r 11 telegraph to Stanton, “ Rumours have reached llcr Majesty’s Goveru- 
' lc ?f°y ls . about undertake an armed expedition against Abyssinia; asoer- 
ta i whether there is any foundation for them. Such an expedition* might lead to 
fatal results as regards European captives, and Her Majesty’s Government are most 

anxious to know what are the intentions of the Viceroy, so that, if necessary they mav 
appeal to him to defer his hostility.” * necessary, they may 

E. H. 


No. 407. 

To Karl Cowley, No. 44, July 18, 1800. 


No. 408. 

Mr. Murray to Colonel Stanton. 

have „„ Maje.IV. Govern.,,™,'X l ,!2 

uulertake an armed expedition against Ahyminia. Aseortain whether 
foundation lor them. Such an expedition might lead to fatal result* as regards Eunweau 
eaptives, and Her Majesty's Government are moat anxious to C,"v «d,at am the 

hostiliUM. <>f he V,Cer ° y ’ 80 that ’ if neces *“y. they may appeal to him to defer Ins 


No. 409. . 

n , , Mr. Murray to Colonel Stanton. 

(>o. 43. Consular.) 

Sir, : 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


• No. 406. 

[73] 


t Marked thus for Parliament: « I have already dmirvd you to make " &c 
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No. 410. 

Mr. Murray to Cotonel Stanton. 

fTeWrftpliic.) Foreign Office,*July 19, 1866. 

INFORM Acting Resident at Aden that Mr. Flad has arrived in England, and Is 
’in comraunjeation with this Office on the subject of his journey to this country; and 
beg him to apprise Mr. Rassam, if lie has the mean* of doing so. 


My Lord, o, lorn uate , Kegents k'arn, July iy, 1500. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the account of my 
expenditure of Government money while on 8ervice in Egypt. 

Of the item entitled “ guns, pistols, coffee-utensils, Ac*” and bearing value 350/., 
I have to remark that some of those articles, mainly Eastern manufacture, are still in 
my possession. As the proceeds, if sold, would he very small, I beg to be permitted 
to retain such of them, amounting at a rough estimate and cost-price to about 180/. in 
value, in my own jjosscssion, the more so as they might be of some use during such 
service as ller Majesty's Government mav honour me with in foreign countries. 

I may add that much waste, which 1 regretted but could not prevent, occurred 
unavoidably during the nine months’ delay to which my preparations for the Abyssinian 
Mission were subjected in Egypt. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. GIFFORD PALGRAVE. 

Minutes. 

This would not be regular. The articles should be sold, and the proceeds applied 
to diminish expenditure. 

E. HAMMOND. 

I do not think he has any claim to them; hut might they not be kept for use as 
for presents hereafter ? We shall lose by the sale. Speak to me about this. 

8 . 

[See No. 602.] 

• tim»» * I *•«•«•« i >«t I# - r ■ 

Inclosure in No. 411. 

ifij r»S *iv* I . 

Expenses incurred by Mr. W. G. Palgrave on account of his employment in regard to 

the Abyssinian Captives. 


No. 411. 

Mr. Palgrave to Lord Stanley .—' Received July 19.) 

5, York Gate , Regent's Park , July 19, 1866. 



Amount. 


Outfit and travelling expense* for myself and attendant 
Outfit of attendants for Abyssinia, and wages prepaid them 
Hice, coffee, and similar stores brought for journey,—partly given over to 
Mr. Rassam, and partly consumed .. ... ,. 

Carpets, saddles, water-slims, tent furniture, Ac—partly given away, partly 
consumed or disposed of .. .. 

Guns, pistols, coffee utensils, pipe-heads, dresses intended for use and the 
like ; powder, cartridges, Ac. .. .. .. .. 

Expenses inourred on a commission op the Nile by order 
Other expenses incurred by hire of stores, discharge of servants, presents, 
Ac., during the delay .. 

Expense* of return home . „ .. .. .. 

Personal allowance from August 1, 1865, to June *20. 1866, at the rate of 

100/. a month .. .. .. .. 


150 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

120 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 


100 

0 

0 

i 14 

10 

0 

36 

0 

0 

1,067 

13 

A 


2,118 3 5 
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No. 41 %. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Flad. 

8ir, . v< . .. . Foreign Office, July 19, 1866. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
12th instant,* forwarding an accouut of your expenses, amounting to 657/. 12*., 
incurred in your journey to this country from Abyssinia, and requesting that the 
balance of that account, viz., 557/. 12*., may be paid to you, and that you may be 
informed on what footing you will be placed during the continuance of your Mission; 
and I am to state to you that Lord 8tanley has given directions to the Chief Clerk of 
this Office to pay to you at once the above-mentioned sum of 557/. 12*., and to pay to 
you an allowance, from time to time, at the rate of one guinea a-day from the date 
of y6ur arrival at this Office, on the 10th instant, until you shall leavo London on your 
return to Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

(8igned) JAMES MURRAY. 

[Paid July 19,1866.] 


7*0.418. 

Mr. McDowall to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 19.) 

Aly Lord, 7, Strada Irlandese, La Valletta, Malta. 

t CRAVE pardon for addressing you, but having a favour to ask and a proposal 
to make, was unable to gain your attention m a more regular way. 

I nnlst inflict a short biography of mv late uhcle, Mr.' Bell, who, eighteen years in 
Ahysfchiin, possessed the most unbounded influence over the Emperor, and whilst living 
always protected British interests. Theodore intended sending him on a mission to the 
Courts of St. James and the Tuileries, but bis death, in action in 1860, was about the 
beginning of the difficulties now existing. I am aware it is scarcely en r/gle to put 
forward private claims to influence Government negotiations, but with a semi-barbarous 
monarch like Theodore, I presume my uncle's nephew would Is* well reoeivinl; he (the 
Emperor) sent my late uncle’s arms and decorations though Captain Playfair Of Aden, 
to our late Governor, 8ir J. G. Le Merchant, from whom my mother received them. 

I therefore would offer myself as a Political Agent to arrange the affair of prisoners 
subject to such instructions as your Lordship would give, ana should your Lordships 
condescend graciously to look favourably upon my offer, would hold myself in readiness 
to proceed to the Abyssinian Court. 

Apologising for my diffuseness and intrusion on your valued time. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JOHN M. Me DOWALL. 


Minutes. 

Ia anything known of this gentleman ? 


8 . 


I dan get no information about this person. Query. Decline his offer, with thanks. 

J. M. 


Yes. 


8 . 


• Masse. 




















No. 414. 


S fo. 60.) 

y | xm j, Alexandria , July 10. 1866. 

1 BEG leave to forward to your Lordship the accompanying translation of a letter 
that has lately nached me from Keren, in the country of Bogus, near the Abyssinian 
frontier. 

The writer, as far as I am able to ascertain, is not a person m whom much 
_ O 1-— —. 1... «.L../.y] am( 1 T <> nt l'tif.xmtiiLil t/i Pillllflllf* 


Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 20.) 


to take no notice of his communication until I receive your lordship’s instructions on 
the subject. 

The country of Bogus appears to be disputed territory, but can hardly be considered 
as situated within the Abyssinian frontier, and it is not unreasonable to suppose that 
the Egyptian Government considers its territory to extend to the frontier of Abyssinia, 
and resents the idea of the formation of an independent state within its boundaries, as 
appears to be the purport of the writer of the letter. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Inclosure in No. 414. 

M. Stella to Colonel Stanton. 

(Translation.) 

gj r| Keren, May 28, 1866. 

IN the y<*ar 1864, when I was at Bogos, the Egyptian troops of Taka, residing at 
Kassala, attacked the country of Bogos, robbed and made slaves of everybody they 
could lay their hands upon. At that time, Mr. Plowden, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul 
in Abyssinia, was at Massowah, and as lie favoured me with his friendship, I took the 
lilxuty of submitting this case to him, and asked him to do his utmost to liberate the 
prisoners taken. 

Mr. Plowden wrote to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt on the 
subject, who took such measures as hi get the prisoners returned, and from thut time 
up to now I remained here taking care of the tribe of Bogos. Mr. Cameron, British 
Consul at Maaaow&h, two years and a half ago visited this country, and promised them 
British protection, and I* remained here waiting for such. After Mr. Cameron’s 
departure to Abyssinia, the Egyptian subjects from Kassala, Baria, Beni Amer, and 
others, attacked this country twice, robbed Bogus of more than 2,000 cows, took alxrnt 
2(H) persons prisoners, and killed fifty men, amongst whom were two of my servants. 

When the tilings remduvl this stage, the people of Bogos asked me to write 
to your Excellency, begging of you to protect them from the attacks of these 
Egyptian subjects, and to force the latter to give up the prisoners, to pay the cost of 
the* cows taken by them, and to make them look upon this country’ as upon a British 
possession, hoping that the great British Power will continue to protect them and 
force the Egyptian subjects to deliver up the goods and persons taken from them. 

I l>eg to excuse my writing to you direct; if I may be useful to you in any way, 
command me, and you shall lie obeyed. 

1 shall consider myself fortunate if you grunt me British protection. 

Mr. Flail will give you any information you may require alxiut me. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) G. STELLA. 


No. 416. 


Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—{Received July 20, 11 *30 a.m.) 


(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, July *20, lt$66, 8 a.m. 

I UAVE reason to believe the rumours mentioned in your Lordship's telegram of 
the 18th an* ungrounded, but will make it my business to inquire into and report to 
your Lordship on the subject 


357 

No. 416. 


Earl Cowley to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 21.) 

(No. 79.) 

My Ixird, Paris , July 20, 1866. 

In compliance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 44 
of the 18th instant,* I have made inquiries through Colonel Claremont, at the War 
Department, and I have myself questioned M. Drouyn do Lliuys respecting the reports 
which liave reached Her Majesty s Government, of artillery and military officers lieing 
about to be sent from Algiers to Alexandria for the service of the Viceroy of Egypt, 
in an expedition which he contemplated against Abyssinia. 

Both the Minister of War and M. Drouyn de Lliuys deny all knowledge of such 
an expedition being in contemplation. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 417. 

Mr. Murray to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 44. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 21, 1866. 

WITH reference to my despatch, Consular, No. 43 of the 19th instant,t I am 
directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's 
Amlmssador at Paris, from which you will perceive that the French Government 
assert that they have no knowledge of the reported intention of the Viceroy of Egypt 
to commence hostilities against Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac, 

(8igned) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 418. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Palgrare, 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 24, 18G6. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
19th instant,$ inclosing an account of your expenditure while on service recently in 
Egypt, and requesting that you may be jiermitted to retain certain articles which cost 
aliout 180/., and which were purchased at the public ex]H*ii8e for your use on the service 
in question. 

I am to state to you in reply, that Lord Stanley regrets that he cannot in tin's 
instance depart from the established rule in regard to the purchase and subsequent 
disjxisnl of such articles as those to which you refer. 

The rule is that tradesmens’ hills and receipts for goods supplied must bo given 
over to this office ns vouchers to the account rcndeml; and that whatever articles 
remain in an Agent’s possession at the termination of his sendee must be sold, and 
the proce<*ds carried to the public account. 

You will have the goodness therefore to supply the necessary vouchers, and to pay 
to the Chief Clerk of the Office the proceeds of the wile of the goods which have remained 
in your custody. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 419. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Me Dowall. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 24, 1866. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the* receipt of your letter, without 
date, offering your services in order to obtain the release of the Europeans detained in 

• No. 407. f No. 409. t No. 411. 

[73] 4 Y 
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Abyssinia; and I am desired by his Lordship to thank you for this offer, of which, 
however, Her Majesty’s Government have no occasion to avail themselves. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 420. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Goodfellow. 

Dear Sir, Foreign Office, July 26, 1866. 

I SEND you, at the request of the Rev. Mr. Flad, the accompanying letter which 
he 1ms addressed to you, together with the letter to King Theodor*.*, to which he refers, 
and two other letters, one to M. Munzinger, at Massowah, and the other to 
Mr. Flassam. 

I am, Ac.. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 421. 

Mr. Palgrave to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 26.) 

(No. 2.) 

My I/ml, 5, York Gate, Regent's Park f July 25, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Murray’s letter of the 
24th instant, 9 relative to certain articles, in cost about 180/., and which were purchased 
by myself at the public expense for use on sendee in Egypt, with a view to the 
Abyssinian Mission. 

I have the honour to forward, herewith, a list of the articles alluded to, with a note 
of the vouchers and cost price marked against each. 

The objects themselves, with the vouchers, are at the present moment on their way 
from Egypt to Liverpool, vift Gibraltar, in charge of Messrs. Moss and Co., to whom 
they will 1 m* consigned on arrival, and by them forwarded, according to directions 
already given, to myself in London. 

In accordance with your Lordship's orders, 1 shall, after giving due notice of the 
actual arrival and receipt by myself of the above-mentioned article*, proceed to sell the 
same through my agents in London, Messrs. Smith, Elder, and Co., and forward the 
proceeds of such sale to the Chief Clerk of the Foreign Office, as pointed out in 
Mr. Murray’s letter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) IV. GIFFORD PALGRAVE. 




Inclosure in No. 421. 


List of Articles purchased by Mr. Palgrave. 


Quality of Article*. 

Voucbi r*. 

Cost price. 

No. 1. Four nmber mouth-pieces fo.- Turkish pipe* .. 

No. 1 

£ *. d. 

31 0 0 

No 2. An iunb< r ne« klaoe 

No. 2 

33 0 0 

No. 3. A complete set of Turkish coff ■e-cun stand*, 
coffer jug, anil drinking cup, silver-<ilt, iu embroidered 

) No*. 3. 4. 

I 34 0 0 

cow . . . . . . 

No. 4 Coff. ecups of Persian pored lin, w iili maun lied 
pipe head 

No. 6 

5 10 0 

No. 5. A carbine, breech-loader 

No. 7 

9 0 0 

No. 6. A brace of pistol for holsters 

No. 8 

10 10 0 

No 7. A (jold seal engraved 

No. 9 

6 0 0 

No. 8. A silver fan, filigree work .. .. , 

No. 10 

7 0 0 

No 9. Ivory ormniont*. Chinese work 

No. 11 

10 5 0 

No. 10. Pieces of Turkish embroidery 

No. 12 

11 0 0 

No. 11. Two Peraiaa car|«eta—one large, one smaller . 

No. 13 

13 10 0 

No. 12. A silk Arab dres*. with girdle 

No. 14 

5 5 0 

No. 13. ftuudry piece* of light Arab dress 

No. 15 

4 10 0 

Total 

•• 

180 10 0 


(Signed) W. GIFFORD PALGRAVE. 


• No. 418. 
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No. 422. 

Mr. Palgrave to Mr. Murray. 

DCar i M ir‘.v'^ ra ^ ..T JO . 5 > yorkOatt, Rent's Park, July 26, 18G6. 

1 HAY h addressed to Lord Stanley an official answer relative to your letter of 
the 24th,* about the objects for sale. With the same I have inclosed a list of the 
articles in question. So soon as they arrive, your directions shall lx* exactly followed 
out; unless, indeed, on looking over the list, you were to think it advisable to rata in 
any on service account for transfer and application to any other similar Mission, 
Mr. Flad s (as I would respectfully suggest) for example. 

Should you prefer leaving the matter as it stands, I will have the sale promptly 
and carefully effected; sending the vouchers, numlieml as in the list, so soon as I 
receive them myself through Liverpool. 

I remain, Ac. 

(Signed) W. GIFFORD PALGRAVE. 


Minutes. 

I do not think they w ill lx? wanted; certainly not by Mr. Find. 

_____ J. M. 

Sell them by all means. 

E. HAMMOND. 

[See No. 002.] 

No. 423. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley , No. , Consular , July 20, 1866 .—(Received July 28.) 

[Recording telegram. See No. 425.] 


No. 424. 

Memorandum by Mr. Murray of Conversation with the Rev. T. Flad, July 28, 1866. 

MR. FLAD called to-day to nay he had received a note from Colonel Mercwether 
who advised ham to proceed at once on his visit to Germany, and to return to England 
lx?fora rc-embarking lor Abyssinia. ® 

I asked wlwt progress lie had made in getting the nrtizans. None whatever, he 
r II ai \r ! ,< \ a< ! < 7* thnt 10 no t m,,, ‘‘rtnke any responsibility on this account. 

» aJ< T 8t <lolta11 thcms ‘ ,|v( *- 1 soul Government bad 

felt the matter entirely m his hands. 

July 28, 1866. 


■■ 


No. 425. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Palgrave. 

My dear Sir, . Foreign Office, July 30, 1866 

I R EC hl\ El) your note of July 20, with your official letter to Lord Stanley,f and 
having spoken to his Wjship, I am enabled to inform you that the arrangement 
already made for the sale of the whole of the articles in question should be curried into 
effect, as originally intended. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


• No. 418. 


f No*. 421 and 422. 











360 


No. 426. 

Mr. Murray to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 47. Consular.) 

8^ Foreign Office , August 1, 1866. 

I AM directed by Lord 8tanley to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
Consular No. 57 of the 29th of June, requesting to lx* allowed to charge in your account 
current with the Treasury the sum of 601. advanced by you from the Post Office monies 
in your hands to Mr. Find, to meet the expenses entailed upon him in his journey from 
Abyssinia to England; and I am to instruct you to draw a bill at thirty days after 
sight on the Chief Clerk, for the amount, which will ultimately be recovered from 
the Treasury. 

I am, &c. 

(8igned) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 427. 

Memorandum by Mr. Murray on Progress made in procuring Artisans for Abyssinia , 

August 1, 1866. 

COLONEL MEREWETHER called to-day to report the progress he had made 
in endeavouring to find a skilled workman to proceed to Abyssinia, and said that the 
difficulty was very great. He had nearly succeeded in engaging a good man, when 
Dr. Beke’s recent letter was published in the newspapers, and the party got 
frightened. 

It is very fortunate that Colonel Merewether should be here, and lx? able and 
willing to render this assistance, as Mr. Flad can do nothing, and will not undertake 
any responsibility; in fact, he is useless. Nevertheless, Colonel Merewether thinks the 
question of the liberation of the captives may depend in some measure on Mr. Flad's 
being able to say to King Theodore that lie was eliarged by the Queen in person 
to convey the answer (which will have to lx* prepared) to the King’s letter to 
Her Majesty. 

The letters which Mr. Flad wrote on coming home, and those which he brought 
from Mr. Rassam, have not vet been to the Queen, as it w:us thought desirable to make 
Her Majesty acquainted at t\ie same time with the proposed answer, and with the steps 
taken in regard to Mr. Flad’s return to Abyssinia; Imt the answer must necessarily lx* 
del ayes 1 until Colonel Merewether can inform us of the final n*sult of his endeavours; 
and meanwhile the Queen may have gone to Scotland. 

Mr. Flad ought to start on his return not later than the 3rd or 10th of September, 
and he wishes before then to go to Germany to see his mother. 

If Her Majesty’s pleasure about seeing him could lx? known, Mr. Flad could 
make his arrangements for going to Germany, and coming hick hen* in order to 
take tin* present#, ami if possible, the artizaus, out with him. 

Foreign Office, August I, 1866. (Signed) JAMES MU Hit AY. 


Minute. 

• I agree in this generally ; I will speak to you alxmt it. 



[See No. 438.J 


8 . 
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No. 428. 

Memorandum by Mr. Murray on Mr. Darby Griffith’, Notic. Augnst 2 , 1806 .. 

arc sti " ® Ahyasinia, und 

common, 

thorn a most .na-mifu-ont ^o i and ^ZT ' the Ki '% «Kvo 

The next .lay aS King * 2*3 the mtaum^and ’mt T* “ d *«*«*■ 

with him, enjoying good health. » d Mr. Rassam says they are now 

iendship’s sake/’ ** n11 detam «* in tbis country for the present for 

is desirous of whil ' h 

Her Majesty s Government to suimlv *, < ! ur8 Q ow being nnule bv 

hiu-k by Mr. Flad to Abyssinia. It would lie pnmatim^T* 1 ' 1, ^ t,H ‘ ynm > r ,K ‘ 

bei^tl^ 0fC " Ur8e U W ° U,d * to pr«xluce a cmreiqjonl^ hk-fi'k 

that “it is not Ixdieved that CtonsuV'camewnh^ ^o , ^" 0hC0 r 1,0 nw . v ,K ‘ ^ured 
pm at ion, nor that he has succumbed to his miseries ” ‘ ftom °° nfi nement and 

“good news of ^^(tbe *prisoners)^ dobv^u'* 'f ^ V ° T °^ U °®«*. alluding to tho 
been formally reconciled with King Theodon *3 , ” , l ,, l 8onmcilt . of on? having 

L'.'s'ai.ox're.'.svjr r —... 

ssttxs sawra wr r ■ ■“ 2 ix~rs,; r 

»"» f May. 1866, and l.l- ‘to «h. n <>- 

include the despatch from Consul r .l l House of Commons. It did not 

hecause this and another of the same da^nW?G “in'* th< ‘ 3( ? h of 180 ». 

the internal affairs of Abyssinia • and , U- V- his pnxiewlinw in interfering in 
the anger of the King, wtS'i t-«S 3 
bis interference. ipnsonea La P tain Cameron on the ground of 

Cameron, dated about Ihveml!or"l H62 wdering^dm ^ mm Lor<1 | R "' is< ' 11 to Consul 

2ssr« provmce of Taka ’ - Ta - 5 

was publish.'.! in the dollar"!to”“of ° f < l‘' toW ’ 18flfl 'II 

therefore be read by Mr. Darby Griffith in that put'liuftion K ' r ’ ^ “ ud "« 

on a M^'^*fr"m S the a 'K I ing a of ^ A^)J*«airda^'it le would , ^ here 

P»P«'IX, landing a decision upon 'the answer to T *' ’? n,lsU111 to % tho 

Government, but inconvenience would result th.-reftj? * U,r ^‘I ’a 


pri-omT, are „wo^T^h^ 7 Wo^'^d'.fT”slf M*7""“ <*“ -ate of , b „ a bv..irit.o 

Tf m i,r,Ta,, “' “ d h ** «—w .££/«73L fri "“ 

," ni1 bora Ih. 

f 8 ' ««■ - »- .. 

173| ’ 

4 Z 
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No. 429. 

' Address of the House of Commons , dated August 3, 1866.* 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Her Majesty, that she will be 
graciously pleased to give direction* that then* be laid before tins House comet of 
deaiwteh ftom Lon1 Russell to Colonel Stanton, Consul-General in Egypt, of date ot 
the 5th day of Oetolier, 1865, explaining the motive of the Government as to the course 

taken as to the Abyssinian Captivesi 

“ And of all the papers relating to Abyssinia and Consul C ameron and his impri¬ 
sonment, referred to by the late Under-Secretary of Stab* for Foreign Affairs on the 

30th day of June, 1865.” __ . . , ,. r , . 

Ordered That the said Address he pn-sentisl to Her Majesty by such Members of 

- « ° f " , r Maj ™ ty i 8 8 S ) IIOn 0 ,, T> hl l^A“NT. a. Ho. Coo,. 

No. 430. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 7.) 

Mv Lild Alexandria, July 23, 1866. 

* WITH reference to my despatch No. 71 of the 20th instant to your Lordship, I 
have now tin* honour to report that 1 have taken the earliest occasion of mentioning to 
his Excellency Uoghil Pasha the rumours that liave reached your Lordship as to the 
hostile intentions of this Government against Abyssinia, and requested his Excellency 
to inform me what foundation there might !>e for these rumours. Uaglnl Pasha 
assured me immediately that the Egyptian Government had not the smallest intention 
of making any hostile demonstration against that country; and I have every reason to 
believe Ids Excellency’s assertion, as, from inquiries 1 have made in other quarters, 1 
cannot ascertain that any steps whatever have been taken that would give the slightest 
foundation for the rumours in question. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Minute*. 

This should be communicated to Mr. Rassam. 


E. HAMMOND. 


Yes; but how ? Is access to him free ? 


By Mr. Flad, who, in fact, raised the question. 


J. MURRAY. 


• Liit of Fapen. 
No. 

1. Consul Plowden to Earl (irnnville 

2 . Cormil IMowdt n to the Earl of Mnlme«hury 

3. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Clow den 

4 . Consul Plowilcn to the Earl of Clarendon 
3. Consul Plow den to the Earl of Clareudon 

6 . The Earl «»f Clarendon to Consul Plowden 

7. 1*1-4 J Ru«scll to Consul Cameron 

8 . Earl Russell to Consul Cameron 

9. Consul Cameruu lo Earl Russell 

10. Consul Cameron to End Russell 

11. Consul Cameron to Earl Russell 

12. Consul Cameron to Earl Russell 

13. Earl Russell to Consul Cameron 

14. Earl Rusaell to Colonel Stanton 


June 20. 1852 
March 23. 1853 

October 3,- 

July 9. 1854 
June 25. 1855 

November 27.- 

February 2, 1861 
February 22, 186_> 

October 31,- 

January I, 1863 

March 31,- 

May 20.- 

September 8,- 

October 5, 1865 
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No. 431. 

Consul Ctimeron to Mr. Hammond.—(Received August 9.) 

I)e ® r Zegay, Abyssinia, May 24, 1866. 

MY letter to you from Korata* was written under circumstances in which it was 
difficult to express myself plainly, and my last letters to England, forwarded by 
Mr. Flad, art* so much waste-pa|K*r. It would not liave been honest to that gentleman 
to trust him with papers which, if lie had been arrested on the road, might have 
brought him into trouble. I think it, however, desirable to inform you on this occasion, 
as a long time may elapse before I have a chance of writing to you again, of the real 
state of affairs as regards myself and the other Euro{H*aiis detained here. At the time 
that I wrote from Korata, I was under the impression that everything was settled. It 
turned out, however, afterwards that there was a passage in the King’s letter conveying 
to ns his pardon, in which he w ished for pledges of friendship. This meant, in fact, 
artisans who were to take our place; and it was not Ilis Majesty’s intention to 
let us go until he obtained these. In an interview which the King had with his 
German workmen, he said as much openly. “If I let them go,” said he, “ what shall 
I have in hand ?” He is afraid, I believe, of reprisals; and ignorant as he is of 
Europeans’ usages, wishes to have hostages in his hands, so as to prevent any aggressive 
movements on your part; even an aggressive movement on the part of Turkov would, 
I believe, lx* paid for by us, unless our friend was detained by fear. The King! 
however, dissembled his real views, and left it to Mr. Rassam’s opinion to decide 
whether we should lx* sent out of the country or not. The latter was only too glad of 
the opening, fearful as he was that the sight of the missionaries, especially Mr. Stern, 
might excite the King to some act of violence ; and it was arranged that we should 
leave for Matemma, and Mr. Rassam and his party should go to the King lirst for a 
parting interview, and then join us half-way to Matemma. \Ve accordingly started, 
each party in his own direction. Myself and the Magdala prisoners w ere i rVested alter 
lH*ing allowed to go one stage, chained, and stripped of all our money and other 
property, while Mr. Rassam, Lieutenant Prideaux, and Dr. Blanc were seized on their 
arrival at the royal camp, their uniforms torn open, their persons searched for arms 
and their swords taken away. They were then put in n tent and guarded close prisoners 
for three days. Wo were brought over to where they were; the accusations against 
the missionaries were then gone over. They had abused His Majesty’s person and 
criticised liis Government. The charges against myself were confined to my having 
come back without an answer to Ilis Majesty’s letter, and obeyed the orders sent to me 
from the Foreign Office, acknowledging the receipt of tin* King’s letter, and ordering 
me to return to my p >st immediately. After the King had finished with its, Mr. Rassam 
and his party were ordered to rise (the explanation took place in the open air and 
before thousands of natives), and Mr. Rassam was very sharply spoken to for havim- 
wished to get us out ol the country. My chains had been opened immediately on my 
reaching the presence of the King, and I was ordered to place myself with Mr. Rassam 
and the officers w ith him, and His Majesty’s questions were put to me after I was free 
tmm chains. The others were very roughly cross-examined, and left in chains until 
the following day. Mr. Ra*=sam’s property had been taken away on his being made 
prisoner; but now, everything is friendly,and our money and other things are gradually 
““J* Vou wiU have seen Mr. Flad by this time, and must understand the 

drill of His Majesty s late conduct. All I hope is that Government " ill be firm and 
let him know the truth. It should not bo disguised from him that his ooune of 
proceeding is not one which the British Government approves; and if presents and a 
courteous letter are sent, they should Is* accompanied by a strong remonstrance, and a 
demonstration on the Abyssinian frontier. It would not Is* a had thing if a strong- 
minded man, with courage and firmness to face consequences, were sent with the next 
letter. The lx*st thing would have lx*cn to have sent a letter long ago, hut not by an 
officer of rank; the next lx*st thing would have lx*en to have allowed Mr. Palgrave to 
come with plain and straightforward instructions. Now that we an* all in the difficulty 
together, I believe the best plan will lx* w hat I have indicated. I don’t believe that 
mere presents will ever get Mr. Rassam and his people out. They are looked on as 
valuable capital; and the King will work his new mine as far as he can. 1 will write 
again when I have an opportunity; hut none will occur for some months. We are all 
tolerably well, that is, always ailing; but no acute disease. 

Believe me, &c. 

_(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 
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No. 432. 


Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley —(Received August 9.) 

(No. 07. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, July 31, 1866. 

I IIA VIC the honour to forward to your Lordship the inclosed despatch from the 
Assistant Political Resident at Aden, dated the 20th instant,* forwarding letters from 
Mr. Rassim, Consul Cameron, and Dr. Blanc, that had reached him on the previous 
day. 

These letters give intelligence from Abyssinia up to the 20th May, and confirm 
the statement made by Mr. Flad as to the state of affairs in that country, adding that 
since that gentleman’s departure the Emperor has shown marked" attention to 
Mr. ltassam and his party. 

Ifis Majesty lias, however, evidently set his heart upon procuring the services of 
skilled lalwmrers, who cap undertake the manufacture of cannon as well as shot and 
shell; and 1 fear the release of the captives depends very much upon the amount of 
satisfaction Mis Majesty may ex[H*ricnce at tin* manner in which his demands arc met. 
by Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) E1)WD. STANTON. 


No. 433. 

Mr. Rassam to the Kurl of Clarendon.—(Received August 9.) 

My Lord, Emperor's Court ut Zegay, May 27, 1866. 

AT the request of the Emperor of Abyssinia I was necessitated to dispatch 
Mr. Flad to England on tin* 2tst ultimo, with letters to your Lordship conveying the 
desire of 11 is Majesty for obtaining, through the aid of Her Majesty's Government, 
some artisans and implements for making cannons and muskets. I could not, just 
then, write a full report upon all matters, hut Mr. Flad would be able to give you a 
summary of wliat has taken place from the time 1 reached the Court of the Emjieror 
of Abyssinia, up to the day of his departure hence. Since then the Emperor has lieen 
extremely kind and courteous. Indeed, not a day passes without his shewing me and 
my companions, l)r. Blanc and Mr. Prideaux, marked civility. 

A short time ago he presented us with line horses, handsomely caparisoned in the 
Abyssinian style. 

On several occasions hi* has taken me out shooting with him, and, a few days ago, 
he presented me with a valuable fowling-piece. 

He lias visited me again in my tent, and expressed, in gratifying terms, his 
esteem for our Queen and her representatives. 

AVlien he learnt the other day that the 24tli instant was Her Majesty's birthday, 
lie gave a large entertainment in commemoration of it, and had a Royal salute tired in 
honour of tin* occasion. Early in the morning In* sent to tell me that as that day was 
liis friend’s, my Queen’s, birthday, he had suspended all business and given himself up 
to merry-making for the sake of tin* regard he entertained towards Her Majesty. His 
remarkably courteous conduct on that occasion lias created a gixnl impression hero 
both amongst the Europeans and natives. 

Yesterday a letter arrived from Dr. Beke in which lie inf »rraed the Emperor that 
after lie had gone up to Hallai, in Abyssinia, to await a reply to his letter which lie had 
sent up to His Majesty about, throe months ago, the rebels of Tigre had placed a 
restriction upon his movements. Dr. Beke, therefore, liegs the Emperor to send and 
have him released in order that he may be enabled to prosecute his intended journey 
to the interior of Abyssinia with the presents he had brought for him from England. 

His "Majesty sent me a message, immediately after the receipt of the above 
communication, to sav, that he would write to the Chiefs of Ilallai and the adjacent 
distriots to have Dr. Beke sent hack to Massowah in safety in order vhat he might 
come up to him via Kassala and Matemma, and if any accident should befall him he 
would hold then responsible. “ If any serious accident happen to him,” said he, “ I 
will show you the seven* punishment I shall inflict upon tliose {who injure him. Did 
I not on a former occasion,” he added, “ kill a number of my relations and their 

* No. 4 U. 
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? *•* ■*- 1 ~-—■* 
lxrnml n >U ™ , " , ' ll,a ) lxl0Us 'is all, and, consequently, 1 'deemed myself in d„tv 

K«£o7£?F&. k “ d aUd 0 ° UrtCOUS Enipemr siniT 

suppm 1tha ‘ 8inco m - v r vnl in * 9 ** 1 •"* 

inclose herewith for'Cr 1 *“ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


No. 434. 

(Secret.) Goodftl,ow lo ,ht Earl °f Clurndm.—(Reived Auyust 9.) 

My Lord, 

from !iL?n!n (Cs'nl (Worn n nflh ?r'’° n "i" 1 «'™,1 letters 

country. Tonies of H iwii n . ’ '■ u !' * ,uro l )C4ln8 lately m confinement in the 

inclosed for your I»rdslup’s information* ° °‘ tPr8 “ 1 “ m nble U> ,uk ’’ notiee of nro 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


Inelosure 1 in No. 434. 

Mi. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

My dear Colonel, » r , _ 

to Aden, in which case he oiedit toYrctftkvml U > lak « him 

has written to me from Matemma to hTf t it ft ^ " l th ? m ° Ut, l 1 ' Mr 
cation existing (by steam) between Soinkin 1 « ^N’of a n ’tfular eommuni- 

he thought it would 1 m* better for i l lhra f or ,our times a month, and 

to Massowah and Aden. Before he left **V *°i that route then to go 

arriving at Kasala, that it would he nuick<>r f • /• * * lm f '\ lt \! n he discovered, on 
was to go that way; but I told him that • >l um i to na . ci 1-nglaud viA Souakin, ho 
the Consul-General and deliver the nacka^e tin'^ *' ^7*' , nt ( airo » he was to goto 
open it for the purpose of making lumselfY,., . e . tt f r, J at ( . t 7 N8C ! *° J’ ou » a,ul him to 
have also asked Mr. Flad to request our C. Wl , t ^ w . hat has place. I 

officials and forward them to you to \den SU f ' (,( ‘ n J‘ ral to hau: c,, I ,ie « m«w of the 
Mr. Find, as I am certain that m la ? gu Xl ?! T w 3C„ much l ‘hat you could mm.* 
especially if evil reports have found thefrwYv . WiU !: U2zlt ‘ J im not a little, 

of Mr. Flad, the vL^ror lLs Zu ^ ! f t,M? ^artun, 

without his showing me and my nartv marko/1 \ ’ a,Hl not a dav jmssea 

think it lx*low his dignity to come and visit me in l f *? an ,‘ c, ' ,Ijt . v ' H‘' <locs not 
which he had never exhibited towards anv ntlu r t<;n . t,anJ ^'“dcr me such honours 
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My Hone is a beauty, and is one of the best easy going animals I ever rode. lie was 
one of His Majesty’s riding horses, and is reckoned very high bred. Blanc’s and 
Pride&ux's an* very spirited, consequently my companions would rather admire the 
nags a good distance from them than enjov their rides. In commemoration of our 
Queen** birthday the Emperor gave a grand* entertainment on the 2ith instant, and 
fired a Royal salute in honour of the occasion. He had nothing hut feasting on that 
day. Th* 1 courteous attimtion of the Eni|x*ror in honour of Her Majesty has cnated a 
good impression amongst both Europeans and natives, and I yet trust that matters will 
end satisfactorily to all parties concerned. We are all still living with the Emperor in 
his compound, and lie maintains us all in a most generous manner. It is believed that 
His Majesty will soon start in a near expedition, and lie intends to place us during the 
rainy season in some safe place with his European artisans. We have only had a few 
showers as yet, hut f am told that the heavy rains will set in regularly soon after the 
beginning of next month. I am glad to say that we an* all well, and, considering the 
extensive marshes all around us, it is wonderful that then* is so little sickness in the 
Royal camp. His Majesty sent to ask me the other day (long after Mr. Elad left) to 
write to the Bombay Government for artisans who knew how to east cannons, 
and also for instruments for making the same. I told him that Bombay, being a 
dependency of England, the authorities had no power to do as he requested without the 
sanction of the Home Government. lie wished to send 10,IKK) dollars ibr what he wanted, 
and said that lie would double the sum if required ; he then asked me to get him some 
books upon artillery practice, as he has a great number of European workmen here who 
have been making small cannons and mortars which were made with rude instruments, 
mid tin* artillerymen have not been able to fire them properly, that is to say they cannot 
aim to a nicety, isqieeially in throwing up shells to the proper place. 1 told him that 
I should write to Aden for the books, and as I wish to honour His Majesty 1 hope that 
you will Is* aide, with the assistance of' Colonel \Vool<*omlK*, to send up some useful 
ilooks wherein a man may hum how to fire cannons and mortars,and everything to do 
with shell practice. If you can also manage to send me about 100 or 200 fuzes of 
different sizes lor shells, they will lie very much appreciated. Our Royal friend here 
will not understand what is best to hi* interest* and thinks that he is not acting in an 
unfriendly way by keeping us here and writing for things which cannot Is* supplied, 
esjieoinHy tin* matter of the artisans. If you are able to comply with my request 
kindly have everything you send up to me packed well in wax cloth anil in small 
parcels in consequence of the rainy season, and the packages may have to he carried on 
men’s shoulders. If you can also find a liook wherein there is a description alxmt 
melting iron and casting shot, and how to make an oven for the same, our friend 
would Ik* glad to get it ; of course he has a mini her of people who can read Englsh. 
Kindly also send me about a dozen pieces of shirting or long cloth, and no end of 
buttons for shirts also; about five or six dozen shirts made of nice calico, but without 
linen fronts. Everything to do w it li shirts, either made of silk or calico, an* nppnviated 
in this country. I hope you w ill also remember us in the newspaper line ; we nave not 
had any news from Europe ever since we left Massowah, and consequently an* all 
ignorant as to European polities. You cannot confer greater kindness on us than by 
sending us every scrap of newspaper you can span* from the time we left you in 
Oetolier, only please do not send any containing abusive matter. Blanc is out of 
medicines. He wrote to you by Mr. Flail for some. Kindly try and send them to 
Massowah ns soon as possible with the things T sent for, in order that M. Munzinger 
may send them up by the messengers who carry this letter. A messenger n*aehod the 
Emperor from Dr. Beke yesterday with the report of the latter’s detention at Hallai by 
the Tigre rebels. From my letter to the principal Sivretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
which I semi to you herewith for your perusal, you will find what steps Mis Majesty 
has taken for his release. The messenger has reported that Dr. Beke had brought a fine 
gold chain for the Emperor, and a silver one for the sbield-liearer, as if the latter ever 
sit in the presence of his Royal master. He reported also that Dr. Beke had brought a 
telegraph w ith him. whereupon he was asked why his master did not communicate with 
the Emperor by the electric win*. Kindly try and send us 1,000 or 2,(MX) dollars to 
Matemmn to Is* consigned to Mr. Eipperle, the missionary of the Jerusalem Mission 
there*,as we may one day find it useful. 1 must now conclude,a* I find 1 have written 
all that can lx* communicated just now. I shall write again in July, or sooner if 
required. 

I have, &e. 

(Sigued) H. It ASSAM. 

I*. 29 th May .—The Emperor has replied to Dr. Beke in English, and told him 


that he ought not to have gone np to ITallai without his leave, especially as he knew 
that that part of Abyssinia was in a disturbed state, lie bus informed him that he has 
written to the Chief in Tigrd, ordering them to send him down to Massowah in safety, 
and directed him to remain there uutil he would write and acquaint him by what route 
be was to come up. 

H. li. 


Inclosure 2 in Xo. 431. 

Dr. Blanc to Licutcnant-Colonel Mcrewetker. 

My <lear C° lo uol; 2fgny , A/«y 2b, 1806. 

vV h heard the other day that Mr. l lad was likely to proceed home, viA Souakin, in 
which ease, this note may reach you liefore you have any exact apprtviation of our 
adventures and actual position. On the 13th last month we left, us thm», in boats to 
pay our respects to the King before our departure, and at the same time the European! 
left by road ; our point of rendezvous being fixed at a spot near the western extremity 
of the lakes, where our heavy baggage was to lx* sent from thence, once united, again 
we were to proceed to Matemnia. At alxmt 1 o’clock we reached Zcgav, and landed 
at a few hundred yards from the Royal enclosure. We were received at the beach w ith 
the usual honours, the head of the army. Rax Engodda, and several other officer* of II is 
Majesty s household, greeted us in the Emperor* name; mules from the imiwrial 
stable* conducted us to the King’s hall of reception ; we alighted near the door, and on 
approaching saw that the hall was crowded with officer* in their gala dresses standing 
on each side; at the topol the hall the chief officers wen* standing near the throne, hut 
His Majesty was not present. We bail hardly entered, when suddenly we were all 
three seized by men posted for the purpose, and our swords torn away from us lx-fore 
we knew where we were, my pouch and cap were also thrown on the ground, all the 
time 1 was firmly seized by three men. I was perfectly bewildered, and did not know 
w hat to make of it. 1 looked round and saw Rassam, his coat opened and held by three 
men, and turning round perceived that l’ridcaux was having his sash w renched from 
him, making Ins eye-glass fly 1 wick wards a distance of several yards; the sight was so 
ridiculous that I could not help grinning at the face the jxior fellow was making; the 
whole occurrence lasted hut a few seconds, much less time than it requires to relate, 
lhis took place a few yards from the door; we were then on a signal from the head 
Ras, walked up to the end ot the room and made to sit down on a carpet at the foot of 
the throne, our captors sitting near and behind us. The Ras then with other officers 
left the place, but shortly arterwards returned with a message* from Mis Majesty to 
Rassam, “ \\ hy did you not bring the prisoners eiver with your” Rassam answered, 
Because your Majesty allowed them te, go hy land the se*ee>nel message* was. “ Did 
you not bring a friendly letter from the* Queen, and did I not r«*le*ase* the prisoners for 
her sake. It is true that 1 consented to the* prisoners leaving without begging pardon 
but I was ashamed to refuse you as you naked for it;” third message, “ Why did you 
se*nd letters to Massowah?” fourth message, “ Diel I ask you to write te> the* Queen for 
a man to instruct; my people*, and did you not say that you would ?” A letter containing 

!!m °. n he ! h< ‘ Vioer °y w:ls then and cither message** were brought, 

I hat the prisoners had been sent for, that our sword* had liven taken away so that we 
should not hurt ourselves or others when we heard the* bad news; that we must not 
lx* afraid, hut it was only a clone! em our friendship, anel that in a few elavs everything 
would lie all right again The assembly was then dismissed. We* remained in the 
durbar guarded by the Rases and our first captors for alxmt an hour, until a tent was 
pitched tor us in the King ■ compound; we then proceeded to the* tent and remained 
n it guarded by the Rase*s, anel a guard until after the interview of the Kith, when 
once more again we were comparatively free afte*r the question* had been put hi us. 

I lie King proceeded to examine our baggage in presence of the Gaffat people, who had 
lxs*n ordered to come with its to the King’s camp; arms, ammunition, money, teh “scopes. 
pa,x*r and jewel* were taken out, a list of these things lieing made hy Home of the 
Galfet people by the Kings order; afterward* our luggage was sent to us, our servant* 
ordered to attend us as usual, and a present of cows, sheep, bread, Ac. sent to us by 
order of His Majest\. On the 14th our luggage arrived, and having been wxirohod, a* 
the first part of it, and object* of the same nature taken from it, was afterwards sent to 
us. The Europeans arrived the same day chained two and two, and placed in an 
enclosure at the extremity of the camp at about a mile from us. 

On Monday morning, ttie 10th, we were called before IIh Mwjesty at about 
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0 o'clock, we found bim standing before bis durbar, surrounded by bis Rases and 
several hundred officers forming a crescent, the Rases and principal officers being in 
a line in front of the throne, carpets were spread for us and the Gaffat gentlemen, others 
were already seated at the right of the throne; after His Majesty had greeted us, he 
ordered us to be seated on carpets in front of the throne, himself sitting on a small bed 
placed on the left of the throne; nl>oiit ten minutes after our arrival, the Europeans 
were brought in chained two by two ; the Emperor sent them a cordial greeting, and at 
once ordered the chains to lx* taken off from Captain Cameron and from M. Rnrdel, 
and these two were told to come and sit near as. His Majesty then told the prisoners 
individual!v what charge he had against them, and asked them for what reason they 
had nbused him; they all acknowledged their error, and prayed for forgiveness. He 
then ordered his pedigree from the old Emperors of Abyssinia to lx* proved before us. 
Numerous witnesses stepped forward to swear to the truth of his Royal lineage. This 
concluded, we were told to stand liefore him; be then addressed us, and asked again 
wlfV we had not brought the prisoners to him, so as to Ik* mutually reconciled ; asked 
us if wc were In's ma ters, to go against his will. We were then told to sit down again. 
He afterwards addressed a few questions to Consul Cameron about bis not bringing an 
answer to the letter, and why lu* had asked to leave in three days. Consul Cameron 
answered that he was only acting according to the instructions of his Government, and 
ls'gged pardon if he had by so doing offended 11 is Majesty. The King then said that 
he would shortly see us again to settle different matters, and that the Consul was to 
remain with u«. That day a large inclosure was built in the King’s compound, and 
our tents pitched in it early the next morning. On the 17th, we were again called 
before 11is Majesty. We found in the durbar room only the Gaffat gentlemen, lias 
Engcddub, and a few officers of high rank. His Majesty, after some |K>litc queries, told 
us to sit down on carpets spread at tin* left of the throne. The Europeans wore then 
brought in (with tin* exception of Can tain Cameron and M. llardel, the former lx'ing 
with ux), and, bowing to the ground, awaited the King’s pleasure to rise, it ln'ing, 
according to the custom of the country, the manner to implore forgiveness. His 
Majesty immediately told them to rise, and, bowing bis head to the ground, begged 
their pardon, and afterwards ours, for what had taken place between us. We begged 
him to rise, and told him that our. friendship for him had never been altered by the 
misunderstanding that Imd taken place. When all were seated, he read a letter to the 
Queen, and asked Rassnm if be was ready to write the letter lu* had promised formerly, 
regarding the European workmen. A reply in the affirmative having lx*en given, he 
told us to be happy, and consider ourselves as his friends, and to go back to our tents. 
A few days afterwards Mr. Find left, as you know; all our things, except a port of 
Hussain's Pisa wine, Hcnt hack. Ilis Majesty’s constant desire has always lioen to make 
his best to make us comfortable. With his own hands he spread carpets in It ossa in’s 
tent, the head Has, in mine and Prideaux’s. lie gave us mules, shields, horses; took 
us out several times shooting with him, a few days ago, to witness the trial of a small 
gun made by tlu* Gnffnt gentlemen ; and on theUtth June, a great proof of his good-will 
and friendship, hy feasting, to the best of his abilities, tlu* birthday of his friend, our 
gracious Queen. 1 ran give you hut a very concise account of the many events that 
took place, but believe that the principal facts have been related ; at all events I have 
only spoken of things of Which I am pcrfix'tly'snre. We an* still living in tlu* same 
place; and now that tlu* rainy season is beginning in earnest, tlu* place will soon l>e a 
perfect swamp. We got orders about three weeks ago to send all our heavy luggage* to 
Kornta. The Gnffnt gentlemen are then* dnee Mr. Find’s departure, so that it is not 
impossible that we innv he sent there for the winter, though little is known—or, rather 
nothing at all—about liis Majesty’s intentions. Livmg in a confined space in the middle 
of a camp without any sanitary regulations, I fear that our health w ill suffer. Cameron 
is very weak, mid worn out, and even Mr. Stem has lost much of his former stamina. 
We have all been more or less unwell, and it requires great caw* to avoid sickness. 1 
took tlu* liberty in my note to you (through Mr. Find) to ask you to In* kind enough to 
send us some medicines and stem's, of both we are much in want. Cameron and myself 
mess together, and, as w e are somewhat shaky, are looking forward to vegetables, joints, 
fish, sauces, brandy, Ac.., with almost as much impatience as to new s alxiut our future 
fate. I keep no diary ; kindly, therefore, do not destroy this letter, as I will ask you 
to kindly let me liave it on my upturn, if ever such an event takes place. 

(Signed) H. BLANC. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 434. 


Consul Cameron to Lieu tenant-Colonel Xfereirether. 

Sir, Zegny, May, 26 1866. 

I DO myself the pleasure of forwarding you some letters inclosed to Colonel 
8tanton. The letter to Mr. Hammond may 1 h* considered official. I would thank you 
not to make any official use of those for Dauby Seymour ami Mr. Ilertalet. I only 
send them to you, as they may contain something you do not know regarding our affairs. 
I have no friend at Aden, except Mr. Steinbaenser; 1 would lieg to be remembered 
kindly to him, also to Burton, the traveller, when Dr. Steinbaenser writes to bim. 

Believe me, Ac. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 434. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Hammond, May 24, I860. 
[See No. 431.] 


No. 435. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Henry Seymour, M.P.—(Received August 9.) 

Dear Sir, Zegay, Abyssinia , May 25, 1866. 

I DID myself the pleasure of writing to thank you for your having spoken a kind 
word on my behalf in the House. I expected at that time to Ik* soon on my way home, 
but there was a passage in the King’s letter to Mr. Rassam which bad not been translated 
properly. It was to the effect, that llis Majesty wanted pledges of friendship in the 
shape of workmen. The fact is that we were only to lx* released if others supplied our 
place as hostages. It Is an ugly business. Mr. Rassam w ished to get us out of the. 
King’s reach as soon as possible. The latter gave us permission to leave, and after we 
had gone one stage on our road to the frontier, sent soldiers, who chained us and put 
nil our property under seal. Mr. Rassam with Lieutenant Pridcaux and Dr. Blanc 
had separated from us, in order to have a farewell interview with Ilis Majesty. They 
were seised on their arrival at his camp, their uniforms tom open, their swords taken 
off their persons, their amis, money, and everything else they had taken possession of. 
They were kept in confinement, but without chains for three days. We were brought 
to the camp chained two and two. On the day after our arrival we had an interview 
with the King. My chain was opened, and T was ordered to take my seat with 
Mr. Rassam and liis party, who were already on the ground. The Rev. Mr. Stem and 
the other Magdala prisoners were left in chains till the following day. It was the old 
story: complaints about haring been abused—except as regards myself und 
Mr. Kerans. I bad obeyed orders, and asked permission to go to Massowuh without 
delay, which Ilis Majesty took as an insult. The charge against Mr. Kerans was a 
verv droll one. He had brought up a carpet of very common pattern—a Turk and 
a Frenchman shooting a lion. This lion was supposed to represent Abyssinia; France 
and Turkey were the hunters. The carpet hail been sent up as a present by Mr. Kerans' 
cousin, my Vice-Consul, Mr. Speedy, and His Majesty construed the pattern on it as 
a real allegory aim<*d at himself. 

Now everything is friendship. Mr. Rassam, having got a wigging in public for 
bis having wished to get us out of the country, is again in favour. 

You will have heard of the rest of the story by this time, and why he is returned 
together with us. 

On the whole, I feel somewhat like the lad in the Arabian nights, who made his 
eroani tarts with pepper, and found tliat in doing so he had committed a great political 
offence. 

I went round the Abyssinian Frontier, in order to inquire alxmt some Christian 
Abyssinian women who bad boon made slaves of long ago, and been lost sight of in 
the Soudan ; and to try and get back some cattle which had lxx*n lifted from the 
vicinity of the Homan Catholic Mission Station on the Bogos. On reaching Casual* I 
found mvself ill with fever, and was afraid to go to Massowah, so I wrote to the King, 
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telling him the business I lmd come upon into the Soudan, and begging permission to 
go to the English Protestant Mission Station near his frontier, in order to obtain 
medicine awl medical attendance, as I was very ill. 

I assure you tliat I returned to Abyssinia ai fcarleasly as I would go to London. 

Then came the request for toleration from the French Government, Mr. Stern’s 
tanfing, the non-arrival of an answer to a letter the King had sent through me to 
England, and an order in its stead to go to my post, which, after waiting a few weeks 
in order to try and arrange? the quarrel bet ween His Majesty and the missionaries, I 
obeyed literally, and have been a prisoner ever since in consequence. 

This is alKiut the whole truth put into a nutshell. 

I never was more surprised than when I heard tliat my returning to Abyssinia 
had been censured in England. If a Consul at Mnssowah is never to enter Abyssinia for 
either pleasure or business without applying for leave from England, there is no use in 
keeping up tin* post. In fact, I believe no one could live in Massowah without 
occasionally seeking the upland, the climate is so tad. 

T have nothing to do with parties; my business is to sene the existing 
Government to the best of my abilities. But truth is truth, and “ fair play’s a jewel,” 
as you say in dear England. It is not quite fair to tearmy character to pieces, without 
hearing first what i have to say for myself. Rcmemtar me kindly to Sir II. Ilawlinson, 
and if you have an opportunity pray thank Lord Chelmsford and the Earl of Malmesbury 
for having sunken in my behalf. 

1 would write to Mansfield Parkins to do so for mo, hut I am literally limited to a 
certain amount of paper in my correspondence just now, and have some other letters to 
write. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 130. 


Captain Goodfellow to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 7.) 

My Lord, Aden, July 21, 1866. 

1 HAVE the honour to submit, for your Lordship’s favourable consideration, an 
application from M. Munzinger, at present in charge of the British Consulate at 
Mnssowah, for an increase to the salary at present passed to him, viz., 200 nqxH* |x*r 
mensem.* 

2. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether, Resident at Aden, at present on leave in 
England, will liear testimony to the services of M. Munzinger, and would strongly 
recommend, lam sure that his request be complied with, and additional 1(M) riijn'es 
per mouthf is, I think, as much as M. Munzinger can expect; and l would resjieet fully 
suggest that, should your Lmlship deem it advisable to augment his present salary, 
such increase be permitted to count from the date of M. Munzinger’s application. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


Minutes. 

The effect of this application is for an increase from 240/. to 300/. n-yenr; and 
M. Munzinger is so useful iu managing the Abyssinian business that it would be good 
policy to grant his request. 

J. MURRAY. 


8|>oak to Mr. Murray on this. 

8 . 


Sanction as special service, temporary. 

[See No. 447.] 


8 . 


* Equal to 340/. a-vw. 


f Thia would make the aaltn 360 i. a-jrar. 
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Inclosure in No. 436. 

M. Munzinger to Captain Goodfellow. 

Monsieur, Massowah , le 16 Juillet, 1866. 

J’AI l'honneur de vous exposer cc qui suit:— 

Qua ml. le 16 Ootobre, 1805, Mr. Rassain partait pour l’Abyssinie, il m’effrait dans le 
nom de M. le Resilient, sauf approbation du Gouvernemcnt, la gdrancc du Coiwulat Britan- 
nique avec un salaire de 200 roupics par mois. Trouvant le salaire bien proportionmi h 
la peine et croyant que mon agence nc durait quo peu de temps, j’acceptai cet offre avec 
plaisir. 

Or, 1’abscnce dc Mr. Rassain t*tant prolongdc d’unc maniere qu’on ne pouvait 
guere ptevoir, oblige depuis neuf mois dc rester prest|ue continuellement a mon poste 
sous un climat insupportable; cmpt'che, de peur de mamjuer des courriers, de passer les 
mois chauds dans les montagnes, comine j’avais 1'habitude de le fuire ct de in’y 
refaire,—je premia la liberie de humblement vous prior dc m’accorder une augmentation 
de salaire dans la maniere qui vous semblera eonvcnable. 

J’ai, &c. 

(Signc*) W. MUNZINGER. 


No. 437. 


Mr. Eveleigh to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 9.) 


(Private.) 14, Clifton Villas , Maida Hill, London, 

My Unxl, August 8, L s 06. 

AS a relative of Her Majesty’s Consul, Mr. Cameron, and with a desire to litarato 
the captives in Abyssinia, and to turn evil to good account, for although the first 
natural impression is to revenge such wrongs ns they have suffered, yet, under the 
Christian principles I have l>een taught and have professed from my youth, and the 
knowledge I liave obtained of that country and the more southern parts, I am sun' the 
injuries can l>o turned to a far tatter and mon* noble account, by o >ening out n very 
extensive source of commerce between this country and the |wirts referred to, thereby 
extending Brit ish influence and trade without acquiring territory, am yet commanding 
peace and prosperity, w ith far more* than indemnity for every expense. 

I would thank your Lordship kindly to grant me an interview, and allow me to 
explain the plans which I would pro|w>sc for carrying out these views, by devotingafew 
years of my life in that country as an Ambassage from this Government. 

Trusting my devotion to medicine and science for thirty-live years, will enable mo 
to render a good account in this as in some other undertakings. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEO. EVELEIGH. 


Query, Civilly decline. 


Minutes. 

J. MURRAY. 


Yes. 


S. 


No. 438. 

Minutes respecting Mr. Fluffs Audience with the Queen, August 1866. 

HAVE you ever proposed to the Queen to see Mr. Flad before he returns to 
Abyssinia? It is very important that Her Majesty should do so; and as she will only 
stay a night at Windsor, between Osborne and Balmoral, Mr. Flad might go down to 
Osborne, ami if so, the sooner the tatter; so tliat after liaviug seen the Queen, he may 
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p and visit his relations in Germany, and having done so, return to England to make 
lie final arrangements. He must leave for Egypt about the 10th of September. 

August l, 1866. (Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


I have often spoken on this subject with Mr. Murray, 
suppose ? 


It must be done, I 
S. 


The Queen, August 7, I860, Osborne. 

The Queen would be quite ready and glad to see Mr. Flad, if Lord Stanley will 
bring him here any day Ik'foro the 19th, in the hope of being able to put an end to this 
sad captivity, or at least detention of these unfortunate men. 


Lord Stanley to General Grey , Osborne. 

In accordance with the Queen’s permission I shall proceed to-morrow, with Mr. Flad’ 
to Osborne. We shall leave town by the 1130 o’clock train for Portsmouth. 

August 13, 1866. 


Mr. Flad to bo told to proceed to Osljome on Tuesday next, the 14th instant, by 
eleven. 'IVain to Southampton. 

J. M. 


No. 439. 


Mr. Gibson to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 14.) 

My Lord, 25, Moorgate Street , August 13, 1866. 

I BEG to inform your lordship that 1 have several times offered my services to 
the late Govemmi nt to release Mr. Consul Cameron, and the other captive* now still 
detained in Abyssinia. My offers were always politely declined. Had 1 been allowed 
to proceed, tin* prisoners would long Indore this haw* been in England, as I am confident 
from my knowledge of tin* language, manners, and customs, l should have succeeded. 
I attribute the failure of the present mission to sending such a person as Rassam. 
Those who are acquainted with the prejudices of the different sects of Eastern 
Christians, will understand the antipathy the Abyssinians liave to all Christians under 
the Turkish sway. Should your Lordship grant me an interview’ I sliall Ik* happy to 
explain fullv the plans I should adopt. 

I was Superintendent of the Red Sea and India Telegraph Company at Kosseir, 
to which post I was nominated through my knowledge of the country and language. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) TilOS. GIBSON. 


Minute. 


Thank for offer of services, but do not propose to avail ourselves of them. 


J. M. 
S. 
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No. 440. 


Suggestions by Lieutenant-Colonel Merevether, C.B., Resident at Aden, as to the best means 

to be adopted to obtain the Release of the British Subjects detained in Abyssinia: 

August , 1866. 

TIIE intelligence from Mr. Rassam brought by Mr. Flad is certainly very unfor¬ 
tunate and perplexing. The latest news, up to the 13th of April, brought home by 
me in June, was most satisfactory; everything was progressing smoothly ami well; 
and the very fact—that of the ex-captives being stmt off without again going before 
the King, and which was done with bis approval—now given as the cause for the 
change m the King’s behaviour, was then reasonably considered as most likely to 
prevent any further unpleasantness. And so it would have done had not some other 
circumstances raisitl the King’s suspicions; on which lie used the departure of the 
ex-captive*, without leave-taking, as a pretext for detaining, and, for a short time, 
ill-using the whole. 

It would apj»ear that, in accordance with the sanction of the King, both parties 
left Komtn on the 13th of April—the ex-captivcs by land for Gorgura, at the north¬ 
western extremity of Lake Tsana; Mr. Rassam aud his mission by water for the 
King’s camp at Zegey. The former were stopp'd the next day, made prisoners again, 
all their projK'rty taken from them, placed in irons, and afterwards taken to the Royal 
camp. The latter, on reaching the King’s camp, was, with his companions, suddenly 
arrested, their swoitls were taken from them, also their property, and they were placed 
under a guard. The reason assigned for this treatment was, Mr. Rassam sending the 
ex-prisoners away without their receiving a public pardon, and dismissal from the 
King. After three days had passed, explanations took place; the charges against 
Captain Cameron and the missionaries were publicly n*ad out, acknowledged by them 
to Ik* true, and pardon asked for. The King granted it In’forc the whole Court 
assembled, and then asked pardon of Mr. Rassam for the treatment he had subjfwted 
him to. Mr. Rassam said he was satisfied, and expressed his regret that anything ho 
had done should have annoyed the King—that it was quite unintentional; indeed, lie 
believed that lie was acting only as the King himself desired. Amity was restored; 
and up to the date of Mr. Flad’s leaving, the 21st of April, the King had shown to 
Mr. Rassam the greatest |x>ssible courtesy, and the whole party were lieing well treated; 
their projK*rty bad also been mainly restored. 

The breach of etiquette was, there can Ik* no doubt, only a pretext; the real cause 
of the change in the King’s behaviour was, some one had excited suspicions in his 
iniml that directly Mr. Rassam and the liberated captives were safe out of the country, 
the British Government would resent the treatment Captain Cameron had received, 
either by direct attack, or by urging on tlie Egyptian Government to advance against 
Abyssinia from that side. There can Ik* no doubt, also, that the |>crson who did this 
was the adventurer Bartlel—the man who lias taken every opjiortunity of doing injury 
to Captain Cameron. He told the Chamberlain Samuel, the King had letter he care Ad 
bow he let all the Europeans leave the country; Samuel told the King; and the hitter 
immediately had his fears aroused, and determined on keeping all tin* Europeans until 
he obtained some material guarantee or unmistakeahle assurance that no retributive 
steps were to lie adopted against him. 

In order to get this assurance, he determined on keeping Mr. Rassam’s party and 
Captain Cameron’s; despatching Mr. Flad, one of the German missionaries who had 
been in semi -confinement at Gaffat, and whose wife and children would remain in 
Abyssinia, with a letter to Her Majesty, asking her to send him means, and people 
“who would open his eyes;” tliat is to say, workmen who would develop the resources 
of his country, and teach his people to utilize the valuable products which were to he 
found in it. This is no new idea of his, and he took advantage of the position he had 
gained not only to advance this project, hut at the same time to obtain, by the fact 
of his request* being complied with, a certain assurance that no ill-will was borne 
against him. 

The acts of the King in April were certainly a breach of the promises he made in 
February, when, on receiving Her Majesty’s letter lie released all the captives, nnd 
handed them over to Mr. Rassam, with permission to take them out of the country. 
His treatment of Mr. Rassiun, and the officers with him, was undoubtedly most unjusti¬ 
fiable, and such as, under ordinary circumstances, would call for severe measures 
being adopted; but under the peculiar circumstances of the case, and unless Her 
Majestv’s Government was prepared to engage in a war w itli Abyssinia, and to march an 
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army into the country to bring off Mr. Rassam, and all by force of arms, I confess I 
do not see bow serious notice can be tak rt n of these acts of the King. Officially, from 
Mr. Kiuwam, Government has heard nothing of what was done by the King; the 
proceedings above epitomized have been confidentally communicated by Mr. Find, who 
brought home the letter for Her Majesty. 

Another point with regard to the inexpediency of taking serious notice of what 
has occurred presents itself, and that is the danger of causing further injury, if not 
death, to Mr. Itassam, the officers with him, and Captain Cameron’s party, on an 
offensive attitude being assumed. There would Ik* no difficulty in conquering the 
country, and punishing the King, provided Her Majesty’s Government was prepared 
to go to the expense of such an undertaking; hut I conclude that is not to be 
thought of. 

The only thing that remains, and wliat I would venture to recommend, is that the 
King’s confidence may In* won by his being frankly and most liberally met; that the 
means he alludes to, and of which Mr. Find has a list, should 1 m* supplied hy Govern¬ 
ment, and presented to the King; that efforts should 1m* made to obtain the services of 
an enterprising, well-educated person, who would proceed to Abyssinia to sot up the 
machinery which Government sends out, and who would he able to do what the King 
most requires, to teach some of his jieoplo tin* use of the machinery, and how to take 
advantage of what liis country contains. This person should he able to siqierintend 
everything, and might take with him four or live men of his own selection, who would 
work under him as smiths, carpenters, Ac. It is better so than to send simple artizans 
hy themselves, who being under no control would quickly destroy themselves hy 
excesses, or fatally offend the King, lie and they should go out entirely of their own 
fri*e will and necord; should 1 h* fully informed of the risk they run, and that they are 
to serve under the King for three years or longer, if agreeable to both parties. That 
Government aw* not responsible for their safety, or that they shall he allowed to return 
punctually at the end ol’ three years; for this they must dc]M*nd on themselves, and on 
their satisfying the King. If they work well for him, 1 am confident, and so is 
Mr. Find, that they will not only he perfectly safe, hut that they will In* highly 
honoured, and greatly enriched. I believe myself that such a j>crson could he found, 
who who would 1 m* glad of so good an opportunity of advancing himself, and 1 shall 1 m.* 
happy to make arrangements for his engagement. 

All that 1 think would be required of Government in the event of a person Ining 
met with is, that his expenses and those of his companions out, also his and their 
salaries until they joined the King, should he paid hy the Government ; and as a 
provision to them all against actual loss, that Government should guarantee the 
payment, to any persons appointed hy them in England, of their full salary for the 
three years according to the sum agreed on, should it so hap|M*n that the King failed 
to remunerate them himself according to the eompaet, that their health yielded to the 
effects of climate, causing their return home, or death, and their vdary was not paid hy 
the King, or that their lives wen* taken hy the King or lost in li is service, and lie failed 
to recompense their friends, licyoud the above, Government is to have nothing to do 
with them. 

This Superintendent, his assistants, and the articles which it is proposed Her 
Majesty should send as presents to the King, and of which a list is appended, should 
all accompany Mr. Flail on his return to Abyssinia. Owing to the rainy season 
Mr. Find cannot start from the sea-coast for the King’s camp until early in October. 
Me would have to leave England about the middle of September lor Aden, and from 
thence would In* sent from, Maasowah in Her Majesty's ship “ Victoria.” At Massowah 
he would find letters from the King telling him wliat route to follow to join the Royal 
camp. 

Mr. Find brought a letter from King Theodoras to Her Majesty ;• another had 
heen previously received in June last.t in answer to the one from Her Majesty delivered 
hy Mr. Rassam. I would suggest that these two letters should be answ er**d in one, which 
should 1m* as short as possible. The contents of the first letter should be acknowledged 
with gnat satisfaction as what was expected from a Sovereign entertaining friendly 
foldings towards Her Majesty, and gratification should he shown at the King having so 
promptly handed over Captain Cameron and the others to Mr. Rassam. Regret might 
then be expressed that delay should have occurred in the carrying out His Majesty’s 
good intentions, anil a request that he would speedily complete what had been so well 
iM'gun, hy sending Mr. Rassam, Captain Cameron, and all to England, that Her 
Majesty may hear from them about Ills Majesty and his country. It might theu be 

• April 17, 18G6: mc Inclonurc 3 iu No. 390. *■ January 29, ISOG: ace Inclosure 2 in No. 390. 
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added that, in compliance with the request contained in His Majesty’s last letter, and 
to show the friendly feeling felt towards him, as well as a desire to six* his country 
benefited, certain articles were sent for his acceptance, which it was trusted might 
prove useful in promoting the object llis Majesty had in view. Ouc of the points the 
King w rote about three years ago was that he might send an Embassy to England. 
This might be noticed now with great advantage, and he could 1m* toll! iu the letter 
that, with a view of enlightening him as to the blessings that a bountiful Providence 
had granted this country, as well as the advantages that followed on the increase of 
knowledge, if His Mnji*sty would send some of his nobles or able counsellors to England 
with Mr. Rassam, they would be received with honour, and treated ns worthy people 
eoming from a friend. This would, 1 think, have the best possible effect; It would 
assist the early exinlus of Mr. Rassam and party, and would, in conjunction with the 
people and presents sent, tend to entirely remove the suspicions which have been so 
unfortunately raised in the King’s mind. It has been mentioned that it would he l>est 
to try ami enter into some kind of arrangement with the King, that licfore the people 
now going to work for him should enter his country the Europeans then* should have 
left it. I look upon it as most dangerous to the success of the whole scheme should 
this bo attempted; it will tend only to confirm the King’s suspicions, and would, 1 
firmly believe, cause him to even forego the chance of getting the workmen he is so 
anxious for, and would lead to the immediate consignment to captivity, not only of 
Captain Cameron and his companions again, hut that of Mr. Uawnn and his party 
also, with a certainty of their release being unetfeetable without armed interference. 
On the other hand, fairly and frankly trust the King; show him that his word is fully 
believed in; lead him to see that the stories which have been told him an* false; that 
nothing but friendly feelings exist towards him, and 1 am confident no further difficulty 
will arise, and that he will Ik* only t«M) glad to try, and prove his regret for w hat has 
passed, and his earnestness in faithful conduct for the future. 

It is mentioned in Mr. Find’s report, and I have heard from other quartern, that 
an .expedition from the Egyptian side against Abyssinia is nlxiut to he carried out. 
This cannot he t<M> stongly deprecated, and, if possible, measures should Ik* taken to 
prevent it. As sure as Egypt attacks Abyssinia, so surely will the King believe it to 
be only at the instigation of the British Government, and so surely will lu* imprison, if 
not destroy, all the Europeans with him. 

I would mention one other subject in which the King is deeply interested, and 
most desirous of assistance in, that is, instruction in the use or artillery. His own 
people are very deficient in this knowledge, and though he has guns of sorts, they are 
of little value to him. It was suggested that an artillery officer should he sent out 
with Mr. Flail. I would not recommend this. It is quite unnecessary to send an 
officer :a qualiiiisl sergeant of artillery, such as then* is now in the garrison at Aden, 
might lie sent up to join Mr. Rassam’« Mission, and remain with it during the time it 
would have to stay yet in the country. That would give sufficient opportunity for him 
to show how the gunss hould 1m* worked, and to allow of translations of range tables, 
instructions for boring, and setting fuzees, Ac., lieing made. I would also recommend 
that with him a couple of light 6-pounder Armstrongs, such at wen* used against the 
Arabs last w inter, which are also in store at Aden, should he sent up w ith 100 rounds 
per gun as a present to the King. These would be highly valued hy him. 

One of the first questions King Theodoras would ask of Mr. Find on his return 
would 1m*, Did you see the Queen of England? I would strongly urge that it is a 
matter of great importance that he should reply in the affirmative, and it would certainly 
aid .greatly towards the release of those whose departure from Abyssinia is so gn*atly 
desired. If Her Majesty would lie graciously pleased to grant Mr. Find an audience 
it would do more almost than anything else to promote the success of the ohj«.*ct for 
w hich he came to England, and for which he left behind his wife and children. 

Since writing the atove I have, through the kindness of various gentlemen in 
London, lieen placed in communication with several persons w ho have offered their 
services hut have not yet been able finally to clone with any particular one. 

The ln**t who has applied is the most likely to suit, and I think is really inclined 
to engage himself; as far as hois individually concerned be would have done so this 
morning, hut before completing the arrangement lie wished to hear from his friends, to 
whom lie lmd written on Saturday, but had not received a reply*. He Is an Irish 
gentleman,* well connected, and lias been engaged in important works as civil 

• By nanif, Talbot. 


















engineer for the last twenty-two ycare, and lias very strong testimonials. He is exactly 
the sort of person required, one who would himself be able to superintend the setting 
up and proper application of machinery; would pick out serviceable and good men to 
go with him; and while, from being a man of good education and steady principles, he 
would be careful how he conducted himself, he would also be able to control the others 
whom he would select, and who would lie dependent on him. His salary would be 1,000 1. 
a year, and the workmen's according to their capabilities. He lias had the risk fully 
explained to him, as also what is proposed in this paper as regards himself, and those 
who go with him; and as far as he was concerned, he told me he was willing to 
engage on the terms, provided his friends approved. 

He will give a final answer on Wednesday next; and when, if it is in the affirmative, 
he will also give me an approximate estimate of the cost of the macliineiy and tools he 
would take with him, as also the pay to the workmen. 


Since Monday afternoon two more gentlemen have expressed their desire to go to 
Abyssinia to work under and for the King, so that there are now three applicants. I 
had another interview yesterday with Mr. Talbot, when he furnished me w ith a rough 
estimate of the exist of the machinery, which judging from the list brought homo by 
Mr. Find, would lx- what the King would like to have. 

The things mainly desired by the King are :— 

Foundry and apparatus for smelting; iron existing to a very great extent in his 
country, with very fair coal and plenty oi wood. 

Means of making muskets, copper on pa, wheeled carriages, and boats. 

The first essential for the above is a steam-engine of about twelve bone-power. 
This once got up, would help to do everything. The other articles suggested are given 
below w ith their prices annexed :— 

£ 

One atenm-engine with boiler and fittings complete, 12-borsc power, ready for 

•etiina up .. .. .. ,. ,. .. 300 

Cupola and funa .. .. ., ,, ., ,, 60 

Puddling and smelting apparatus complete f.«r different cWca of iron .. 400 

One vertical drill for general use, including fine and common work .. 100 

One lutlie made to order, with tools .. .. .. ,. .. 100 

One saw bench, lurge idr.e, f<>r heu\y timber, with assortment of saws .. 100 

One brick moulding and milling machine .. .. .. 80 

One thrashing machine for nil kinds of corn .. .. .. .. 60 

One patent churn •• .. ., ,, .. .. 5 

Hells for su-am machinery .. .. ,, .. .. ,. 30 

Machinery for screw bolts, &c. .. ,, .. 20 

One complete set of carpenter's tool* .. .. ,. .. ,, 40 

One do. smith's do. .. .. ,, ., 30 

One copper-cap making machine ,, .. .. .. 20 

One gunpowder mill, small size .. ,. ., .. ., 50 

One tou of ussorted steel ,. ,, ,, .. ., M 40 

T*o nnvils—une 4, the other 3 cwt.. and one vice .. ,, 13 

Miscelltttn ous— 

Two filters, oue pnoked inside the other: a small patent water-testing 
cheat; some paint, oil and brushes; one ertm of mixed glass; two 
diamonds for cutiing glass ; assorted chem cals, to be selected by 
Superintendent (much required), and some bund lamps, 8tc. 70 

Total .. .. .. .. 41,600 

The above an' an approximate to the rates of the day, given as a rough estimate, 
but rather over than under the mark. They w ill all he most useful, worked by the one 
engine. 

In addition, the following to be purchased, and sent as presents for the King’s 
especial use from Her Majesty :— 

One Ordnance telescope of good power, with tripod stand 
A supply of gunnowder and caps 

Some nand'ome large square carpets ,, .. .. ,, , 

Some pieces of various coloured silks ,. . , 

llulf-a-dozen ornamented tumblers, Urge vise 

JIalf-a-dozen gluts water bottles .. , , ,. ,, .. T Say 

A bn ech-londing fowling piece, double barrel ,. .. .. .. f £500 

A douhle-lairrel Jacob's rifle with shell apparatus; 500 shells prepared, and 
3,000 S|»are tube* .. .... .. . 

A I racial, needle gur, with cartridges 

A Dean rind Adams revolver. Tranter’s improved .. .. ,. 

A pair of binocular field gluasea ,, ,, ,, ,, 
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To work and look after the machinery, the Superintendent would require the 
workmen as below mentioned, with salaries as set opposite their names:— 


Superintendent’* *alnrr, per annum .. 

• • 

• • 

• • 

.. 1,000 

One gunsmith 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

• a 

300 

One fitter .. 

• • • % 

• • 

% • 

• 

300 

One iron founder .. 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

300 

One »hip'» carpenter 

• • • • 

• a 

• • 


.. 270 

On# carpenter 

• • • • 

a • 

• • 

• » 

.. 250 

One wnith 

• • • • 

• • 

a • 

• • 

SOU 

One general man .. 

• • • • 

• • 

• « 


.. 380 

Total 


m m 


s , 

.. £2.880 


These men would, on joining the King, roceive their salary from him; but up to 
the time of reaching his camp, it was proposed all charges on their account should be 
paid by Her Majesty’s Government; this would be equal to three months’ or a 
quarter’s salary, 720/.*; and to enable them to start (airly, a moderate sum should be 
given to each as outfit allowance, 90/. to the Superintendent, and 30/. to each of the 
workmen, or 300/. in all. 

Their passage money to Aden would also have to be paid :— 

Sujieriiitendeat, 1st clow .. .. .. •• «• 

Sev u workmen, 2nd clo*a, 30/ each .. .. .. . • 

Total .. .. .. ■. • • 

The entire expenditure will be as follows :— 

Machinery .. .. .. .. •• • • 

Other presents .. ,. . * 

Quarter'd salary to Superintendent and workpeople .. ., 

Outfit allowance .. .. .. .. 

Pannage to Aden ,, ., .. .. •• .. 

Total .. .. .. , • 

Or, say in round terms, 3,500/. 

Beyond this Government would bo hound to nothing but tins guarantee of the 
three years’ salary in the event of King Theodoras failing to pay it. This is moat 
improbable, so that in reality it is a mere nominal reKpomnbility; all other risks the 
men take on themselves. 

There was one other thing recommended in the first part of this Memorandum, 
that a couple of light Armstrong guns, or one might lie sufficient, with 200 round* of 
ammunition, Is* sent from the Aden Arsenal as a present to the King. It would lie 
very highly valued, and a serjeant of Artillery could very easily lx* sent up w ith it from 
Aden to show its working, and teach the King’s men gunnery generally during the 
time Mr. Bassam may continue in Abyssinia. The cost of the Armstrong anti 
ammunition I do not know’ at present. 


£ 

eo 

210 

£2 TO 


£ 

1,500 

500 

720 

300 

270 


.. £3.290 


The scheme is uow complete, and ready for Lord Stanley’s consideration and 
decision. Of its success, if thus lil>erally and generously carried out, l have not the 
slightest doubt myself. It will re-assure tin; King, remove the absurd suspicions lie 
holds now, prove to him friendly feelings arc* really entertained towards him in spite of 
all that has passed, and practically convince him of the value of the friendship of Her 
Majesty. The sum may appear large, but I would submit that it is small compared to 
the object it will gain, and a mere insignificant trifle compand to the cost of a 
campaign in such a country as Abyssinia. 

I would ls‘g the favour of his Lordship’s decision lieing early communicated to 
me, that I may give a final answer to the three applicants as soon as possible. They 
would lx* greatly obliged by hearing it on Sal unlay morning, as they are kept in town 
until tkev are made acquainted with the result. 

Of tbe three I would decidedly recommend the first applicant, Mr. Talbot. 

W. L. M. 

London , August 16, 1866. 


Minute*. 

I must express my strong dissent from the propositions contained in Colonel 
Merewether's letter. 

It seems to be the height of madness to place any more British subjects in the 
f73] 5 D 
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power of the King: the same difficulties (only in an aggravated form) would be sure to 
arise in the event of the workmen wishing to take their departure at the expiration of 
the three years. It, is all very well to assure them that they go out at their own risk, 
and that Her Majesty** Government are not responsible for their safety; hut would that 
lie held sufficient to exonerate Iier Majesty’s Government in the event of their incar¬ 
ceration or lx*ing denied the lil>erty of returning to their own country r Indeed, the 
proposition of Colonel Merewether that Her Maj«*sty’s Government should guarantee 
the payment of their salary for thn*<* years would lx* adduced as a refutation of any 
such idea, and the relatives in England would lx* sure to find some means of bringing 
their case before the House of Commons, and the claims of the Abyssinian captives 
would lx* stereotyjied for years. The caw* of Mr. Raasam and his fellow-captives is no 
doubt a hard one, and every means (short of exposing other valuable British lives) 
should he tried to extricate them. The most obvious seems to me that Mr. Flacl should 
apprise the King of his arrival in his country, as the !x*arer of a letter from the Queen, 
and of presents, which he would Is* prepared to deliver up, on receiving from the King 
the captives. [ cannot see the objection to this course which Colonel Merewether 
urge*. 

Foreign Office, August 15, 1866. E. C. EGERTON. 


This Abyssinian matter is brought to a climax, as your Lordship will see from 
Colonel Merewether’* further Memorandum, about wluch 1 w ill sjx*ak to you presently. 

I think I gather, from what you said, that you will not lx* disposed to go the 
length of Colonel Merewcther's suggestions, and probably not without consulting lord 
Derliv or even the Cabinet; and yet the matter is pressing. 

i have desired Colonel Merewether to call here to day at 2 o’cloek, and I am 
extremely anxious that you should Im* good enough to six* him. 

August 17, 1866. ' J. MURRAY. 


No. 441. 

\tr. Murray to Mr. Ecrleigh. 

Hir, Foreign Office, August 17, 1866. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
Hfh instant,* offering to proctx*d to Abyssinia in an official capacity, in order to promote 
the commerce between that country and Great Britain ; and I am to thank you for this 
offer, of w hich, however, his Lordship has no occasion to avail himself. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 442. 

Mr. Murray to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 18, 1866. 

WITH reference to letters from this Office respecting the expense attending the 
endeavour made by Her Majesty's Government to rescue Her Majesty’* Consul and 
other persons who are detained in captivity by the King of Abyssinia; I am directed 
by Lord Stanley to inform you that the Rev. Mr. Flad lms recently arrived in London 
from Abyssinia, being the bearer of letters from King Theodore to the Queen, and also 
of letters from Mr. Uasxam to the Secretary of State. 

It appears therefrom, as well as from Mr. Flad’s statements, that King Thctxlore, 
who, soon alter Mr. ltaxsnm’s arrival, bad made over to him the whole of the prisoners, 
in order that be might remove them to Euro]x\ at the last moment changed his mind, 
and not only refused to let the prisoners depart, but also placed Mr. Hossam and the 
gentlemen by whom he waa accompanied under the same restraint. The ohj»*ct of the 
King in now detaining the whole of these jx'rsons, including Mr. Rassam is that 
Mr. Flad. whose wife and children are also detained by him as hostages, should return 
to Abyssinia accompanied by a certain number of artisans willing to hike service with 
the King, and also as tin* bearer of certain articles for the use of the King. 

Lord Stanley thies not doubt that the Lords of the Treasury will agree with him 
in opinion, that no reasonable means should be neglected for obtaining the release of 

• No. 437. 
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Her Majesty’s Officers and of all the persons who were made over to Mr. Raasam on 

his arrival in Abyssinia. , , , 

It seems to Lord Stanley, therefore, that such articles as the King has expressed 
his desire of receiving should be sent out by Mr. Flad; and that any artixans ^°» 
their owm accord, may bo willing to enter into the King’s sen ice, should so far lx* 
assisted in the journey'that they should be sent out at the public expense. 

In considering ’this matter his Lordship has had the advantage of consulting 
Colonel Merewether. the Political Resident at Aden, who lmppens to lie in England on 
leave of absence; who has cheerfully volunteered his services in carrying the views of 
Her Majesty’s Government into effect, and who has succeeded in finding qualified 
persons desirous of embarking on this enterprise. , „ . ... c 

I annex an extract of a statement made to Lord Stanley by Colonel Merewether of 
the cost which this will entail, and I am desired to state that Lord Stanley confidently 
calculates on the assent of the Treasury to this disbursement. 

The expense of Mr. Find's journey to England, and other expenses which he lias 
incurred on account of the captives, and also those of his return to Abyssinia, will also 
form an item in the account of monies disbursed on this service, for which the Board 
of Treasury from time to time has provided. . . . 

As it is necessary that Mr. Flad should return to Abyssinia in the course of a 
month or six weeks, I am to request that the Lords of the Treasury will favour Lord 
Stanley at their earliest convenience with a reply to this letter. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 413. 

Mr. Hamilton to Mr. Hammond.—[Received August 21.) 

^j rt Treasury Chambers , August 21, 1866. 

WITH reference to Mr. Murray’s letter of 18th instant, I am commanded l»y the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you, for the information 
of Lord Stanley, that they approve of the arrangements proposed by his Lordship in 
reference to the Mission of Colonel Merewether to the King of Abyssinia for the 
purpose of securing the release of the captives in that country. 

I am to state that my Lords have given directions for the issue to Mr. G. Lenox* 
Convnghum of the sum of 3,5(H)/. to meet the expenses to )x* incurred. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) GEO. A. HAMILTON. 
[Received, and lodged at Drummond’s, August 23,1800.] 


No. 444. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Gibson. 

gi T Foreign Office, August 21, 1866. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
13th instant, offering to proc**t*d to Abyssinia in order to procure the liberation of the 
British subjects now detained in that country; and l am to thank you lor this offer, of 
which, however, Her Majesty’s Government do not promise to avail themselves. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 445. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Egerton. 

(Extract.) Nutfield, August 22, 1860. 

LA YARD tells me that he hears from Rassam that King Theodore wishes to have 
a pow erful telescope. His Majesty has heard that there are telescopes through which a 
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man's face may be seen at ten miles distance. Will you see that Flad takes with him 
a couple of such detectives, as Rassara is anxious that they should be sent ? 


No. 446. 

8tr /. Fergusson to Mr. Hammond.—(Received August 23.) 

sir, India Office, August 22, 1866. 

IN continuation of the letter from this Office dated the 1st May last, I am 
directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to forward herewith five 
statements, with vouchers, of charges and credit* in respect to Mr. Kasa&m’s Mission 
to Abyssinia, the particulars of which are given in the margin ;• and I have to request 
that the balance of 311/. 14*. lid., shown to be due to Indian Revenues, mny be 
transferred to the credit of the Secretary of State in Council of India, at the Bank of 
England. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) 4AMES FBRGU88ON. 


No. 447. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Qoodfellow. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 25, 1866. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowlivlge the receipt of your desjiatch of 
the 26th ultimo,f recommending that a furthur sum of 100 rupees a month should be 
assigned to M. Munzinger, as Acting British Consul at Massowah, in addition to his 
present salary of 200 rupees a month. 

I am to state to you, in reply, that, looking to the circumstances under which 
Mr. Munzinger has taken charge of the Consulate, his Lordship sanctions tliis addition 
to his salary, on the understanding, however, that he is to lx* considered as engaged on 
Special Service, and that such allowance is but temporary. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 448. 

Mr. Purday to Lord Stanley. — (Received August 28.) 

My Lord, 24, Great Marlborough Street, August 27, 1866. 

I HEREWITH inclose* you a copy of a letter received a few day* since by 
Mrs. Stem, from her husband the Rev. H. A. Stem, the missionary, who has lx*en so 
long a captive in Abyssinia. And in doing so l may ask whether your Lordship is 
fully acquainted with the fact that Mr. Stern ami the other missionaries, and tlieir 


•Ohaboea :— 


Statement dated April 14. 1866 
„ „ May 9. 

«, n May 16 

., „ June 16 „ 

•• «» June SO ,, 


Rs a. r. 

1.956 10 0 
6.713 4 0 
16.369 1 8 
2.766 10 0 
2.766 10 0 



Deduct credits— 

Statement dated April 14. 1866 

Balance .. 

Or, 111/. 14a. lid. 


f No. 496. 


29,642 3 8 
26,424 12 5 
3.117 7 3 
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wives and children, had all their goods confiscated, and their property of every kind, 
even to their clothes, taken from them and destroyed. 

Now, my Lord, it is admitted on all hands (except by those who would gladly 
forget the position into which these poor people have been thrown by the culpablo 
neglect of the commonest act of courtesy on the part of Her Majesty’s servants) t-tiat 
the cause of the sufferings of the captives was mainly that of not answering the King’s 
polite letter to Her Majesty Queen Victoria. In Mr. Flad’s Mission 1 believe he was 
requested to ask for some compensation for the losses he and the rest of the captives 
had sustained bv the confiscation and destruction of all their property. He was 
consequently referred to Mr. Murray, who, I am told, not only refused to give them a 
farthing, but treated the matter in the most uncourteous and ungentlemanly manner. 

Your Lordship is not aware, perhaps, that Mr. Stem had an expensive photo¬ 
graphic apparatus, a very fine collection of natural curiosities and books, besides money, 
clothes, &c., which were all taken away from him by the emissaries of the King; not 
one iota of which has been returned. 

I may also state that the Negoos never sent the captives a loaf of bread or a jug of 
water during their captivity at Magdala. 

It has fallen to my lot, my Lord, as the father-in-law of Mr. Stern, to be made 
acquaints with many facts wlncli have never yet transpired; and those facts go to 
show circumstances not at all redounding to the credit of the English captives ; nor do 
I desire to reveal them to their prejudice. One thing, howc v.*r, I mi st state, and that 
is, the unremitting care of Mr. Flad, and the untiring benevolence of that gentleman, 
were the means of saving the Consul and his friends from starvation for many mouths. 
•And when supplies of money, &©., were sent from Massowah, the Consul refused the 
missionaries any participation in them, although he knew they had been the means of 
saving him from absolute want, over and over again. 

I should not have troubled your Lordship with this statement, but that I felt 
convinced your Lordship would not concur in Air. Murray's refusal to give even a suit 
of clothes for the poor captives to return in, if your Lordship was at all aware of the 
actual state of the case; and I feel assured that your Lordship’s sense of justice to 
these sufferers will not permit you to treat them with contempt, even if you cannot see 
that they are entitled to some compensation. 

Your Lordship can do as you please as to whether you consider this communication 
official or private. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES U. PURDAY. 


Minutes. 

It does not appear from the corrf*spondence in the Consular Department that any 
application was made through Mr. Flail, or otherwise, by the Abyssinian captives for 
compensation for losses incurred in connection with their detention. 

^ A. C. S. 


I have no notion to wliat Mr. Purday refers; but bis letters to the Foreign Office 
have usually contained invective, although this is the first time he has favoured me by 
his remarks. 

1 should lx* disposed to suggest that they l)e treated, as they deserve, without 
notice; but if alluded to, I should ask his authority for wliat he says, and upon what he 
can possibly assume that the British Government is to give compensation to foreigners 
for the action of a foreign Ruler in a foreign country. 

August 31, 1866. 


Better ask him to what he refers when ho speaks of “ refusal to give even a suit of 
clothes,” &c.; when and by whom such application was made; and whether he lias 
copy of the answer he refers to. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 448. 

The Rev. H. Stem to Mr*. Stem. 

My dearest Charlotte, Zegay. Lake Tsana, May 26, 1866. 

AFTER such a long period of feverish anxiety and harassing care, I thought that 
at length our interminable sad captivity was to end. That this fond expectation, like 
so many others, was doomed to disappointment you have probably already heard. 
Painful as it is to cherish gloomy forebodings, I dare not without practising self- 
deception, conjure up in my imagination visionary prospects of freedom, which, as the 
post has so frequently demonstrated, an? always destined to be scattered to the winds. 
Without adverting specially to the different period* which seemed propitious to close 
my own personal misery, had not something always of a local character intervened, 
hostile to my liberation. I will just mention one or two-facts which will convince you 
that my surmises arc not unfounded. 

It is now nearly three years since these unhappy Abyssinian complications began. 
Of all the causes which produced them I will not and dare not just now speak. This, 
however, is certain, that the Negooa was offended because he did not receive an answer 
to hit letter to Her Majesty Queen Victoria, sent to Her Majesty’s Government in 
1802. Well, that reply, and a very gracious one too, at last is written ; hut instead of 
lining immediately dispatched to the King, when it would doubtless have infected our 
freedom, it is, contrary to the advice of the Europeans and the prisoners here, 
detained eighteen months at Massowah. Passing over many many weeks of intense 
suffering, a better future once more brightens our horizon. Hurrying away from 
Magdala, we find in the excitement of motion, the exercise of unfettered limits, and the 
delight of meeting those dear faces whose smiles would diffuse a sunshine over our 
hearts so long inured to prison gloom, something to mitigate if not to obliterate the 
keen trials of the past, when, to our astonishment, shackles onee more encircle our 
wrists, which, after five days of tedious explanations and mutual ajiologies, are 
removed; and between conjectures and doubts, hope and despair, we a re condemned to 
pass our time in a dreary enclosure of the royal camp. 

1 am no politician, nor do I arrogate to myself such a dignity; hut this I know', 
that, procrastination, neglect, and blunders, have inexorably conspired against the 
mitigation and relief of misery in our unfortunate case. You and every on* here, 
well know r that 1 ain not easily appalled at difficulties, or disposed to cower in the 
presence of danger, hut this perpetual wear and tear of cruel suspense jars and grates 
upon my nerves,—nay, worse, it Nhakcs and undermines almost visibly, my once strong 
and vigorous constitution. 

Smc# the departure of Mr. Flad for England, the Ncgoos has lieen very attentive 
to Mr. Kassam, Dr. Blanc, Lieutenant Prideaux, ns also to the late Magdala 
prisoners, But cows, sheep, honey, potent hydrornel, &c., must not blind us to the 
various contingencies that may yet arise. I have had bitter exiierience, and so am not 
easily gulled by a little subserviency. As far as I can judge from the past, I fear we 
shall* yet have to breast (to use a nautical phrase) many a heavy sea ere we outride the 
storm. 

l)o not think that I am desponding or inclined to waver in my trust in the 
goodness of Him, who has hitherto so wonderfully sustained me in all the trials and 
hardships that have fallen to my lot. No, no, my motto is, and ever will be, “ Commit 
thy way unto the Lord and trust also in Him, and lie will bring it to pass.” 

'file note I gave to Mr. Flad you will estimate at its proper value. 

I should like to write more, but it is interdicted to dilate on our mysterious 
history. 

God bless vou and the dear children ; and that our Heavenly Father may ere long 
re-unite us, is the fervent prayer of vour atfectionate and faithful husband, 

(Signed) 1IENRY A. STERN. 

P.8.—You w ill communicate this, and the contents of all my previous letters to 
whomsoever you may feel disposed. 

H. A. B. 
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Inclosures 2 and 3 in 448. 

Pamphlets containing " Recent Intelligence from the Rev. H. A. Stem, with Extracts from 
M. Rosenthals Letters'* To be had of C. H. Pur day, 24, Or eat Marlborough Street. 


No. 449. 

Captain Goodfellow to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 5.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, August 19, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a letter dated "23rd ultimo, 
from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt, and to inform your I/irdship that, in 
obedience to the instructions conveyed therein, I dispatched Her Majesty's ship 
“Victoria” from Aden on the 10th instant, with the stores and mmey required by 
Mr. Rassam, to Massowah, and by the same opportunity I sent him the information 
contained in the letter above referred to, reporting Mr. Flad’s arrival in England, and 
his being in communication with the Foreign Office on the subject of his journey. I 
also forwarded the private letters that arrived from the Foreign Office from Mr. Flad, 
one to the addn*ss of IIis Majesty the Emperor Theodorus, one addressed to M. Munzinger 
at Massowah, and the third to Mr. Rassam himself. 

2. The “Victoria” returned from Massowah on the 17th instant, but I regret hi 
say brought no further intelligence of the Mission. M. Munzinger had received no 
further news from the interior, and was unable to say when messengers might arrive 
with despatches; he therefore did not detain the veasel. He reports that the King is at 
Debra Talior, with cholera in his camp; that the Europeans were at Korata and Dejaj 
Goliasi, in Tembean, and expected to arrive at Adowa shortly. All the stores, &c., 
forwarded on a former occasion, had been dispatched; and M. Munzinger states, that 
he will lose no time in sending off those that had then arrived. 

3. The “ Victoria ” will again visit Massowah for intelligence in tlio course of a 
few days. 

I liave, &c. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 450. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 5.) 

(No. 70. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, August 27. 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship, a despatch from the 
Acting Political Resident at Aden,* that has just reached me under flying seal, acknow¬ 
ledging the receipt of your Lordship’s instructions, which w r cre forwarded to me by 
telegraph, on the subject of the communication to lie made to Mr. Rassam, touching 
Mr. Flad’s journey to England; and reporting that Her Majesty’s ship “ Victoria ” had 
been dispatched from Aden to Massowah on the 10th instant, for the purpose of 
conveying the stores and money required by Mr. Rassam, and tliat your Lordship’s 
communication for tluit gentleman had been forwarded by the same opportunity. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. 8TANTON. 


No. 451. 

Captain Goodfellow to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 10.) 

My dear Sir, Aden Residency, August 19, 1866. 

THE letters inclosed by you in your note of the 26th ultimof reached me, and they 
were at once forwarded to their respective addresses by •• Victoria,” which left this for 
Massowah on the 10th instant. Trusting that you will convey my best thanks to 
Mr. Flad for his letter to me, 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


• No. 449. 
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No. 452. 

Colonel Playfair to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 10.) 

Oriental Club , September 10, 1866. 

COLONEL PLAYFAIR presents his compliment* to Mr. Murray, and would 
esteem it a great favour if the accompanying letter could be sent to Mr. ltassam with 
the despatches from the Foreign Office. 


No. 453. 

Mr. Purday to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 11.) 

My Lord, 24, Great Marlborough Street , September 10, 1866. 

MORE than a fortnight ago I took the liberty of addressing your Lordship on the 
aubject of the captives in Abyssinia, inclosing at the same time a copy of a late letter 
Irom the Rev. II. A. Stern, my son-in-law, and printed copies of his former letters. 
Not having Ixxm favoured with an answer, I presume they never reached your Lordship. 
If my conjecture is right, may I take the liberty of asking your Lordship for a reply 
to this ? 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES U. PURDAY. 


. No. 454. 

Mr. Palgrave to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 11.) 

My Lord, 5, York Gate, Regent's Park , September 10, 1866. 

IN pursuance of Mr. Murray’s letter dated July the 24th,* and directing that 
certain articles, which cost about 180/., and were purchased by myself while on service 
recently in Egypt, at the public expense, and for use on the service in question, should 
be sold, and the proceeds carried to the public account. 

I have the honour to inform your Lordship that the articles above alluded to have 
been by me consigned, through my city agents, to Messrs. Christie, Manson, and Woods, 
Auctioneers, for sale; and that the sale will effectually take place in the course of 
October, or so soon as the advance of the season may warrant the expectation of a 
reasonable concourse and prices. 

The proceeds of the sale will be remitted, after the customary charges, by Messrs. 
Christie, Manson, and Co., to my city agents, Messrs. Smith, Elder, and Co., and by 
them made over to the Chief Clerk of the Foreign Office. 

At the same time, and through the same channel, the vouchers for the original 
purchases as made in Egypt will bo duly forwarded. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. GIFFORD PALGRAVE. 


No. 435. 

Mr. Reade to Lord Stanley .— (Received September 11.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria , September 11, 1866. 

ONLY 8,000 or 10,000 Maria Theresa dollars to lx* found hem. Quoted at 20^ 
piastres, against English sovereigns at 97.J piastres. Unlimited supply procurable at 
Vienna. Rank of Egypt promised to obtain dollars in exchange for bills on Paymaster- 
General. Banking commission } per cent, bill brokerage per mille. 




• No. 418. 
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No. 456. 

Mr. Eger ton to Mr. Purday. 

Fbreign Office, September 13, 1866, 

I/)RD STANLEY has received your letter of the 10th instant, relating to the 
chums which you state are preferred by the British subjects now detained in captivity 
in Abysania, to compensation from Her Majesty’s Government on account of the loss 
incurred by them in consequence of the confiscation of their property by the King of 
that country, and with reference to your statements that money and " a suit of clothes ” 
had been refused by this Office “ to the poor captives to return in,” I am directed by 
His Lordship to request you to stale to what circumstance you refer; also, when and 
by whom such application was made, and whether you possess a copy of the reply to 
which yon refer. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 457. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 15.) 

(No. 78. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, September 3, 1866. 

1 BEG leave to forward herewith to your Lordship an extract from a 8myrna 
Journal, “ L’Impnrtial,” which purports to be the text of a letter addressed by the 
Count de Bisson to the “ Journal de Nice,” on the state of affairs in Abyssinia. 

As it appears almost incredible that such a tissue of misrepresentations and 
falsehood could have been sent for publication, without some ulterior ohj«*ct in view, 
and as such statements as are contained in this letter as to the assistance given by the 
Governor of Aden to tho Tigr£ rebels, might be of very serious consequence to the 
captives in Abyssinia, should they reach the ears of the King, I have considered it 
advisable to forward the extract in question for your Lordship's information, in case it 
might be considered necessary to warn Mr. Flaid on the subject before his return to 
Abyssinia, in order that he might be prepared to meet any questions addressed him by 
the King on these subjects. 

It is difficult to see what advantage the Count de Bisson can expect to gain by 
spreading these false reports, unless it may be the hope that: King Theodore may apply 
to him, m a French Agent, for assistance against the rebels in Tigr6 and their supposed 
British allies, and thus to a certain extent acknowledge and strengthen the position he 
has assumed on the frontier of Abyssinia. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Minute. 

It might be as well that Mr. Flad should see this before going out. 
Seen by Mr. Flad, September 18. 
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Inclosure in No. 457. 

Extract from a Smyrna Newspaper (" L* Impartial ”). 

M. LE COMTE DU BISSON, fondateur de la colonie Franpawe d’Abyssinie, vien 
d’adresser au “ Journal de Nice ” la lettre sutvunte: 

“ L’Empereur Theodoros vient d'appeler aux armes le ban et l’arrit*rc-ban de sea 
vaillants. Deux cent mille guerriers sout reunis en ce moment dans lea ph&ioea de 
Demb&i. 

** Les cloches dea Iglises et des monast&rea sonnent le tocsin trois heures par jour dans 
toute l'Abyssinie, et le tambour imperial rtfsonnant dans les villes, les vdlages, les hameaux, 
annoncc aux populations fanatis£es qua la patrie est en danger. 

Abba Sanghia 1 Vive Th&doros!’ cri de guerre qui retentit d’une fronti&re & 1’autre. 
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M L'armle va parlir pour !e Tigr£, vaste province montagneuse qui touche 4 la Mer 
Rouge, 011 I’Kendard de 1’insurrection se prom4ne triomphant. 

u Goubastil, nfcgre de pure race, e*|>£ce d’hallucine, se pr&endant le descendant de 
reine de .Saba, revendique le trbne. Quoi qu’il en soit de l’exartitude de ses pretentions, 
il a r^ussi 4 soulcver les populations ruinees p*r les guerre* pr£c£dentes ; les faibles detacbe- 
mcnts imp^riaux out dti massacres, et aujourd'hui il eat le maitre absolu de toutes ces 
eontr&s. Autour de sa pcrsonne se sont rallies les partisans de Negousstf, d’Oubie, de 
Balguc da. d'Artfa, de Saha Salasstf, les Souverains depossldls par Theodoros. Son principal 
g£nlral. Hyaro M6kina, de la nice Choa, a sous ses ordrcs plus de 1C0.000 combattants. 

4 * Unc* Compagnie Anglaise a vcndu des armes et de la poudre a Gouliassid. Le 
Gouvemeur de la Colonie d’Adcn a fait de nombreuses expeditions de fusils rtfortnds et de 
munitions, et les communications les plus actives pour ce commerce clandestin sont 
rftablies cntre Aden et IcTigre, par Tarenta. 

“ l-es forces des insurgds sc trouvent done passablement armte* ; et, sous ce rapport 
cllcs sont sup^rieures 4 cell eg de Thdodoros, qui ne possbde que 20,003 tirailleurs. 

"Toutc sa nombreuse et redoutable cavalerie nc lui sera d’oucun secours, dans cette 
Suisse Africainc ou les luttes 4 l’arme blanche sont excessivement difficiles. 

•* Des conccKsions trbs-larges out et£ faites a l’Angletcrre par le chel des rebelles. 

" Si le N^gous succombc, elle sculc en profitera. Kile deviendra la maitresse de la 
Mer Rouge ct d«x centre de FAfnquc, la plus riche contr^e du glolic, en productions 
tropica’es, en mines de fer, de cuivre. de plomb argeotifdre, d’or, ct en bossins houilliers. 

*' Iji Mer Rouge, done, seru un lac Anglais, et le percement de I’lsthme aura fait 4 
son profit. 

“ Mats, victorieux au Tigr^, il faudrn bicn se resoudre 4 descendre dans les vastes 
plaines de Detnhca. L4, on retrouvem les centaures de I’Amarha, et nou9 vemms encore 
unc dc cos batailles titunesques aupres desquelles les fusillades de notre vicille Europe ne 
sont que jeux d’enfant. 

"Choc effrayant, duel implacable de 300,000 hommes ; combats singulars, corps 
4 corps, suns quurticr ni merci. Vainqueurs ou morts, de prisonniers nulle part ; de 
fuyarils pas un. 

“ En apprenaat les sucebs des- r^volt^s et leurs accointances Anglaises, Theodoros 
entrn dans une dc ces eoleres foudroyantes qui fontblanchir son noir visage. 

“ 11 donim I’ordrc de mutiler immddiateinent tous les captils Anglais. L’intervention 
<$nerpiquc de la belle tmp«Sratricc sauva sculc de cet atroce suppliee tous ces tualheureux 
Anglais. 

" L’nmbnssade extraordina : rc, confice au Commodore Rassam et 4 deux autres per- 
sonnngcs. a eu un rtfsuUnt desastreux. 

" Tous ses membres sont aux fers. 

u 1-e N^gous nvait Wen accueilli 1’ambassndeur Rassam. 

" 11 posa cavrtfmcnt ses conditions 4 IVIargissement de M. Duncan Cameron et de ses 
compagnons. Elies furent acceptees avec empressement; les voici: — 

“ I. Le renvoi imnxfdiuf 4Calcutta de toutes les troupes Britanniques r^unies 4 Aden 
(sept regiments ct deux butteries de montagne.) Cette clause fut execute sans aucun 
retard 

41 2. L’almndon du territoire envabi paries Egypticns au nord de 1’Abyssinie et la 
dissolution de I’armee Soudnnicnne du Vice-roi. 

" t e second article fut admis egalement. Mois le soup^onneux monarque d^clara 4 
M. Rassam qu’il resterait en Abvssiniejusqu’4 l’execution complete du Traite. 

u Sur ecs entretaites, ('insurrection TtgnSenne prit un developpement formidable, et 
tous, reprftcntnnts et sujets Anglais, furent incardres. 

“ M. Flad, missionnaire Anglican, fut dfy^che 4 Londres, porteur d’un ultimatum avec 
ordre de revenir 4 (Bondar, rnpportcr la r^ponsc. 

“ Et |»our (‘ire certain dc son obdissance passive Theodoros lui dit: 

*' * Tu aimes hien ta lemme, tu adores tes enlai.s, je t’approuve; nii-is, si tu ne retournes 
pas je les fais vendre comme esciaves; la race des parjures ne doit pas cxister.’ 

•* M. Flad vient d’ arriver 4 Londres. 

“ En attendant, rAmbassadcur extraordinaire et sa suite, le Consul-General, l’£v£que 
Anglais Stern et dix missionnuircs sont au careen. 

M I-a Propngande Riblique, la plus riche du inonde, avait exp^die le Docteur Beke 
pour traitor de la ranson des coptifs. II n’a eu que le temps de se soustiaire 4 la 
temple.” 
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No. 458. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—[Received September 15.) 

(Xo. 79. Consular.) 

My lord, Alexandria , September 5, 1866. 

TIIE inclosed despatch under flying seal has this instant reached me, and I have 
merely time to forward it on to your Lordship, without making any remarks on the 
very serious intelligence contained therein. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Minute. 

8een by Mr. Flad, September 18, 18GC. 


No. 459. 

Captain Oood/ellotc to Lord Stanley.—[Received September 15.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, August 28, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to state, for your Lordship’s information, that I received a 
despatch from Massowah this aflernoon by native boat, from M. Munzinger, in charge 
oft he Consulate at that place; in it was inclosed only one short note from Mr. Rassam, 
to the address of the Political Resident, a copy of which is attached. 

2. M. Munzinger reports that the messengers who brought the alnive note arrived 
at Massowah on the 10th instant, and that they state that they did not leave Debra 
Tabor for fifteen (lays after it was written, in consequence of Mr. ltassam requesting 
them to delay their departure; lmt that on the 10th July they quitted his camp, hut 
were unable to arrive at Massowah earlier on account of the rainy season and flooded 
state of the rivers en route. 

3. They report that up to the end of May the King was at Zogay, whilst the 
Europeans were at Korata; that cholera breaking out in the royal camp liis Majesty 
removed his army to Debra Talior, sending Mr. Rassam and his companions to Gatfat; 
and that, up to the date of Mr. Rassam’s note, he had lieen well treated, but after that 
the King’s liehaviour towards the Europeans suddenly changwl in a most unaccount¬ 
able manner, lie caused them all to repair to Debra Tabor, and there insulted them by 
speech, and treated them as prisoners, without actually putting them in irons; lie took 
all their property, and two days before the departure of the messengers (on the 8th of 
July) sent both the old and new prisoners to Mngdnla, escorted by lias Engedda and a 
strong guard. M. Bardel accompanied them, but apparently more as a soldier of the 
King than a prisoner, so that now the former prisoners have returned to their old 
quarters, acconipani<*d by the members of the Mission. 

4. Mrs. Flad was not disturbed, she was permitted to reside at Gaflat, and 
Mrs. Rosenthal was sent to her as a ompanion. The King is stated to have begged 
Mrs. Flad not to lie alarmed, being, as he was pleased to say, the wife of his son, Flad. 
Messrs. Easier and Schiller were also granted permission to remain in Mrs. Flad’s house. 

5. The prisoners were supplied with food by the King as heretofore, and none had 
been sick. Mrs. Waldmeger being the only person who had had an attack of cholera, 
which she had got over. 

Ct. Tisso Gobese was reported to have extended his power as far as Gondar, and 
that the King only possessed Begeinder and the road os far as Magdala; during the 
time he had been at Debra Tabor, ancl where he would most probably pass the rainy 
season, he had lost Agowmedr-Waksham. Gobese had entered Adowa, and would 
soon make himself master of the whole of Tigr£, as his army was reported to be 
considerable. 

7. As it is very probable that some more messengers may reach Massowah in a 
few days, Her Majesty’s steamer, “ Victoria,” will lie dispatched on the first proximo 
for further intelligence, and I trust that I shall then be enabled to report more favour¬ 
ably to your Lordship of the treatment of the Mission. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igncd) Q. R. GOOD FELLOW. 








Inclosure in No. 469. 

Mr. Rassmn to Lieutenemt^CoUmsl Merewether. 


eStaJr^ D'bra Tabor , Jane 26, 1866. 

* ON the pretence of hie having heard from Jerusalem that I had been sent by 
Her Majesty’s Government on false pretence* for the purpose of obtaining the releaae 
of the European prisoners, and after we are out of the country EngJand would ave^o 
the insult offered to her by the imprisonment of our Consul; and also that a railroad 
had been laid ifown between Egypt and Kassala for the purpose of transporting 
English, French, and Turkish troops to Abyssinia; His Majesty has placed strict 
restrictions upon my movements and those of my party, though I have tried my best 
to assure him tliat the report was false, and had been invented by mischievous people 

who do not wish to see Abyssinia and England on amicable terms. ,, 

Cholera broke out in the Royal army about the beginning of this month,.and has 
played great havoc in this neighbourhood. We are all, thank God, in perfect health. 
^ Please don’t allow my pajiers or letters to be sent up unless you are certain that 
they contain nothing but what would please our friend. I do not mean officials. 1 
hope vou will be able to send the books I sent for, for the Emperor. 

Please send this note on to the Foreign Office, and oblige. 

Yours, Ac. 

(8igned) IL It. 


No. 460. 

Mr. T. M. Find to King Theodore.—(Communicated to the Foreign Office, September 17.) 

(Literal translation.) , t TT London, September^ l. 1866. 

IN the name of God the Father, the Son, and the Iloly Ghost, oneGod. 

May this letter reach His Imperial Majesty the King of Kings Theodore, which 
is sent of Mr. Martin Find. May the Redeemer of the World give your Majesty 

health and prosperity. Amen. . , . 

To God, our Heavenly Father, be honour and praise, now and for ever. 

The business your Majesty had sent me for to England is, through the grace of 
Christ our Lord, accomplished. The artists your Majesty was anxious to get are found, 
and ready to come with me to your country. On account of the steam-engine, which 
is to lx* made for your Majesty’s country, and which is required by the artists I sliall 
bring over to you; my way back to your country is delayed for one month. 

If God keeps me in health, I hope to reach Massowali at the end of October or 

lfttel Of ncr Majesty the Queen Victoria I have, since I arrived here, nothing seen but 
friendship. For the necessity of life, I receive of Her Majesty ever}' day five German 

lP ° W Onoe I had a dinner together with Her Majesty’s Minister, Lord Stanley, at 
Her Majesty’s castle. On that occasion Her Majesty miked with me in a very friendly 

manner ^ p Majesty, the Queen Victoria is a little grieved, saying, Why has 

the Emperor Theodore not sent over to me the nrisoners, whose relations are daily 
weeping before me. In reply to this I said, After having conveyed the artists to your 
Majesty I shall come back, and bring the released prisoners over with me to England. 

This hope I gave to Her Majesty. . _ _ . . e 

The last war in Germany has come to a termination. The King of Prussia, before 
going to battle, proclaimed* a day of repentance and united prayer throughout his 
dominions. His Majesty humbled himself before God, and was earnestly praying; out 
of which it came that he got the victory over all the German Confederations, including 

^^Throughout Europe is great sickness, and a great number of people die every day. 
In Persia, sixteen villages were swallowed up from the earth. 

Many believers say that the Lord’s second advent is near, according to Matthew, 
xxiv, 30, to chap, xxv, 46, and Revelations, xx. 
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May God our Heavenly Father protect your Majesty, and give me grace to see 
you soon in good health and prosperity. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAD. 


For the 2,000 dollars I had received from Sheek Djuma, I bought tools and 
instruments for your Majesty’s workman, and some good silk, which I hope will please 
your Majesty. 

T v MARTIN FLAD. 


No. 461. 

Colonel Merewether to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 19.) 

My dear Mr. Murray, Esgair, Machynlleth , North Wales, September 17, 1866. 

M R. TALBOT reports he is getting on very well with the machinery, and has 
engaged six men. He has also returned the agreement I drew up duly sigmnl by him. 
If it is approved by Lord Stanley, I will have similar ones drawn up for each of the 
workmen in duplicate, one copy for the Foreign Office, and one to be kept by 
each man. 

Mr. Talbot and the men want the money sanctioned for them as equipment 
allowance. I have to-day sent him a note to you—to present at the Foreign Office- 
mentioning the amount due; and should feel much obliged by your allowing it to be 
|>aid to him out of the Treasury grant, t hat they may get themselves ready in time. 

I shall be in tow n early on Monday next, the 24th, but, of course, could com® 
liefore if required. Till Sunday a letter addressed to me at Esgair, Machynlleth, 
North Wales, would reach me direct. 

I have not yet got my Aden letters which came by the mail on Saturday, hut 
expect them to-morrow following me from Edinburgh. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure in No. 461. 

Copy of Agreement with Workpeople going to Abyssinia. 

, AGBEEMEN t entered into by on the one haml> 

and >\ ill nun Lockyer Merewether, Companion of the Bath, Lieutenant-Colonel in 
Her Majesty’s Bombay Staff Corps, Resident at Aden, &c., on the other, to the 
effect that the sai<l will proceed to Abyssinia, tbere 

to enter the service of and work for the Emperor Theodores under the following 
stipulations:— 

That the engagement shall lie for three years, resumable at the pleasure of the 
Emperor and the said out there on terms to be 

agreed on lietween them only. 

That the salary- of the said during this engage¬ 
ment for thm* years, shall lx* pounds per annum to be paid by the Emperor 

Theodores, except in so far as is below notified. 

The salary to commence from date of engagement. 

The exceptions are— 

1st. That salary up to the time of reaching the Emperors eamp, equal to about 
one quarter, shall lie paid to the said » compensation 

tor the time expended en route. 

2nd. That in the event of the Emperor, in consequence of the death or sickness of 
the said , foiling to act up to the engagement, the 

amount of the three years salary remaining unpaid to the said 

is guarantied, and shall Is* paid in England to the apjjoiuted heirs or authorized 
representatives of the said 

I urther, passage money from England to Massowali, tin* j»ort of Abyssinia, shall 
be paid for the said , and a sum of money amounting 

to pounds given to him for outfit. 

On the faith of the above agreement and guarantee, the said 

procmh* to Abyssinia to enter the service of and to work under the 
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Emperor Theodoru*: and in so doing he acts entirely of his own free will and by his 
own desire. 

It is understood that if the said should not 

proceed to Abyssinia, and should not enter into the Emperor’s service, this agreement 
shall have no effect. 


No. 462. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 19.) 

My dear Mr. Murray, R»gair , Machynlleth , September 18, 1866. 

I HAVE only this moment received your letter of the 14th and 15th; it must 
have lain at Smith and Elder’s all Sunday, and only dispatched by last night’s post. I 
was glad to hear you received the grouse all right. I think it is the least those who 
have the gtxxl fortune to get away to enjoy themselves for a time, that they should !>ear 
in remembrance those who have only bother to occupy their time. 

I had also told Find to write to King Theodorus, and he will have done so by the 
mail leaving to-day. It will relieve the King’s mind, and my letters to Rassam will 
reassure also. 

The machinery is progressing well, and will be ready to time, I hope. I shall be 
in town, as I mentioned yesterday, early next Monthly, to see after matters myself and 
arrange nlxmt the other presents which liave to lx? purchased. If required sooner I 
can come up by any night’s mail. 

I am sorry to hear what you add in your postscript. Has the news come from 
Aden or Egypt ? The King should lx* fighting in Tigr6 now—and on that campaign 
de)H*nds his future. The Bombay mail should lx* in London on Thursday and bring 
reliable intelligence from Aden—the Egyptian bazaar reports are not always trust¬ 
worthy, as Stanton knows, though often having some leaven of truth in them. 

1 have not yet got my letters from Aden by the Calcutta mail which arrived last 
Saturday. 1 suppose they are touring after me in Scotland. 

I wrote yesterday about Mr. Talbot and equipment money for him and his men, 
which I hope you have kindly given that they may complete their arrangements. 

I have settled about the " Victoria ” meeting us at Suez. 

Believe me, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWET1IER. 


No. 463. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 19.) 

My dear Mr. Murray, Inverary , Argyleshire, September 5, 1866. 

1 HAVE been travellingfabout the highlands, and perpetually on the move, or I 
should have acknowledged before the receipt of your note conveying intimation of the 
Treasury assent having lxx*n given. 

1 am in communication with Mr. Tallxit, and be is busy getting the machinery 
n*adv ; but owing to its having to lx* made in pieces not exceeding a certain weight for 
convenience of carriage, more time will lx* required in its preparation than I at first 
expected. I hope, however, everything will In* ready by the loth of October. 

The delay d»x*s not so much matter. Find lx»ing in communication with tin* King 
cran tell him why it is, wlrch will please and satisfy him, and I have written all about 
it to Rassam in such a way that he may, if he likes, have my letter translated to the 
King. 

I have sent instructions for the “Victoria” to meet me at Suez, calling at Massowah 
on the way up that she may bring the latest intelligence, if there is any. Letters just 
received from Aden say the “ Victoria ” had come back from Massowah, but without 
any letters from Hassam’s camp. Native reports said that cholera lu d broken out in 
the King’s camp at Zegay, on which the King had sent Cameron, Rassam, and all 
back to Korata. 

Believe inc, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 22.) 


Mv Mu 7?. v * , Esgair, Machynlleth. 

” ILL you kindly authorise the payment to Mr. Talbot, who will deliver this 
note, of the amount set down for his equipment and that of the men going with him. 
He has entertained six, and the amount is as follows: 


£ 

For Mr. Talbot .. .. .. .. 100 

For 6 men (£30 each).. .. .. .. 180 


Total .. .. .. 280 


I agreed that Mr. Talbot should have 1001. and not 901. ns first mentioned by me. 
This will not matter as the total will lx* within the estimate, six men onlv beim-* sent 
instead of seven. 

Believe me, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Minutes. 

To lie paid. 

Foreign Office, September 22, 1866. J. M. 


Paid. 

September 22, 1866. G. LENOX-C. 


No. 465. 


Mr. Find to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 22.) 

* 

. 42, Great Russell Street, September 21, 1866. 

INCLOSED is a translation of a letter just received by me from Mrs. Find, from 
which you will perceive that, in consequence of evil reports, Mr. Rassarn and the other 
prisoners have lx*en again under the displeasure of the King, and God only knows what 
may be the consequence if there does not arise some nay of putting a stop to these 
difficulties. There is but little doubt who it is that is stirring up the King to mischief. 
Bardel, as either the Agent of the French Government or that of the Jesuits, is at his 
dirty work again. 

It would appear that the Jerusalem Convent affair is again made a principal 
niatter of offence, and no doubt it has lx-en much aggravated by designing people. If 
it could lx* possible to get the Convent restored to the Abyssinian priests, it would take 
away one great source of the King’s complaint. 

In 1852 Consul Finn received instructions from the Government* to protect these 
people from the attacks of the Turks. In 1855 and 1857 the same Consul informed 
the King that he had received instructions from Her Majesty’s Government to protect 
the Abyssinians, and tliat all the Consuls at the various places on the way from 
Jerusalem to Abyssinia were instructed to protect the pilgrims in their journeys*to and 
from those places. 

In 1863 some of the monks from Jerusalem arrived in Abyssinia, and made a 
complaint to the King that they had beeu expelled from their convent by Turks and 
Copts, snd when they sought to lx* protected as heretofore, the then Consul refused to 
interfere, stating that he lmd no authority from the British Government to do so; he 
acconlingly had driven them from his house, and refused to have anything to do with 
the matter. This was one of the causes of the imprisonment of Consul Cameron and 
the other Europeans. 

The Abyssinian priests from that period have manifested the greatest enmity 
against the British Government. This enmity has induced them to send all kinds of 
information, which has appeared in the English newspapers, to the King, and especially 
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that of the reported intention of the Pasha to make a railway from Souakin to Kassala, 
in order that troops may be transported to the frontier of Abyssinia, which report no 
doubt lias induced the king to act in the extraordinary way stated by Mr. Rassarn and 
Mrs. Flad. In addition to which, many reports, which they have picked up in Jeru¬ 
salem from various parties with whom they come in contact there, have been 
industriously circulated to the prejudice of the British Government. 

I think (if I might take the liberty further to suggest it) that, if it were possible 
that tbe Convent could be restored to the monks before I returned, which might be 
accomplished, prolwibly, by my being sent to Constantinople with a despatch to that 
effect to the English* Ambassador, and then go afterwards to Jerusalem to see it 
accomplished,—that would go a great way toward* bringing the King to a satisfactory 
feeling towards tbe captives, and would show him that tbe British Government were 
desirous of doing everything in their power to restore confidence. I could meet the 
artisans in Egypt. But if, after all this, the King should £o on in his way, then, may 
the consequence be whatever it may, attack him at once with your arms. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAD. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 465. 

Mr. Flad to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, September 19. 1866. 

YOU will already have heard of the sad news of our friends in Abyssinia, how they 
were abused by the King, deprived of all they possessed and sent to Magdala, where I 
fear all of them will have been put in chains. 

.iustuow I have seen Mr. Murray, and he wished me to write to you, and to 
inform you of what [ had just uow told him. 

As this mail man is going on in his dishonourable way, once flattering, and a 
second time abusing and imprisoning those whom lie luul called his friends, I think it 
is of no advantage* to send him the required artisans, Ixxiause the release of the prisoners 
would, 1 fear, not lie obtained. Most likely lie would go on in requiring other things 
from the British Government, to which they never could surrender. And they, after 
having had a great expense, and given to that man six prisoners more, they would at last 
lie (breed to use their anus, if ever the Government wishes to release the poor sufferers. 
Therefore, I deem it advisable that Her Majesty’s Government should at once use 
stronger terms, and 1 am sure tluitif the last report is true, Mr. Hussain and companions 
will give ilie same advice*. 

On account of this sad news I abstain from going to Leeds this week. If you 
come to town on Monday, please send me a note, find tell me w hat time I can meet 
you at the Foreign (Hficc. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAD. 



Inclo&ure 2 in No. 465. 


Mrs. Flad to Mr. Flad. 

(Translation.) 

My dear Martin, Gaffat , July 7, 1866. 

ONLY with a few’ wonls I venture to inform you of our last sad experiences, our 
present situation, and gloomy future. Now and then I feel as if the seventh tribula¬ 
tion, iu which we are at present, w ishes to devour us utterly. 

Ou the 2nd of June came the King Theodore to Korata. lie returned to Zegav 
on tbe 4th. As poor Mrs. Rosenthal had been unwell, she, together with her huslKind, 
7 wvonipani<Hl by Dr. Blanc, were, through Mr. Rassam’s interposition, sent over from 
the King’s <!uiup to Korata. Mrs. Rosenthal soon got lietter; but our prospects 
liecamc from day to day more cloudy. When the first rains began to flill all of us had 
more or less to suffer from fever. The small qxix alio, was amongst and around us; 
and when the King earne over to Korata with his camp the cholera broke out there 
and in the town. We had the most fearful scenes. The priests were day and night 
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engaged in burying the dead. It was mo6t exciting for the nerves to hear, day and 
night, in every house, and from the King’s camp, the “ lesco ” (lamentation), till at 
last the King prohibited any more lamentation for the deceased being made. 

At this time Mr. Rassmn, with all those who are with him, came over from Zegay 
to Korata. 

On the 12th of June we were ordered by llis Majesty’ to proceed from Korata to 
Gaffat (uear Delmi Tabor, three days’ journey from Korata). 

Ou the 15th, when we had our encampment at Kanseela, a fearful thunderstorm 
with lmilstones came over us. Many of our people were attacked by the cholera, and 
hail to be buried in the morning. Three of our own servants died, and many of your 
acquaintances; also some of the proselytes. Mrs. Waldinaier had also an attack, but 
recovered soon. This was only the loginning of the hardships we had to go through. 
Though hundreds of people were dying around the King, his heart got only more 
hardened; and by all these visitations from alxnre he became more suspicious and 
capricious. 

Arrived at Gaffat, Mr. Rassarn with his people were placed at first in the houses 
of the Europeans, aud afterwards in the houses of the Tigid silversmiths, which 
he had decorahd with tapestry of Abyssinian cloths. In the house occupied by 
Mr. Rassarn he placid his owm alga (Sufun). Of all this the natives imticijuitod had 
things to come after, and ere long we luul to experience that their fear was correct. 

On the 25th of June, Mr. Rassarn, with the oneo released prisoners, also Messrs. 
Staiger and Braudeis, and our friends at Gaffat, were* summoned to appear IM*fore the 
King at Debra Talxnr. After their arrival before llis Majesty, to the terror of all they 
saw that the Fctha-ne-cgert (“codex”) was cqwnecf. A judgment took place. 
Messrs. Stem, Rosenthal, and Makcrer, were ohargtd that they had culuinnintcd the 
King before the English Government. He at the same pretended to have received a 
letter from his monks at Jerusalem, in which they inform him that a railroad was in 
work from Souakin to Kassala. To Mr. Rassarn In* said, “ Your mouth (words, speech) is 
sweet, and you are a good man ; hut those above you are bad, therefore you have to 
go with mo wherever I go.” Mr. Rassarn, together with the rest, were* kept at Debra 
Talmr; onl\ Messrs. Staiger, Brandeis, Essler, ami Sehiller, were permitted to return to 
Gaffat. 

The next day [June 20] Dr. Blanc and Mr. Rosenthal were allowed to return to 
Gaffat. On the 3rd of July the King himself came to Gaffat. All the Europeans 
went to receive and to salute him. The King, already in lmd humour, seeing 
Mr. Rosenthal, said to him in a most violent manner, “ Wny did’st thou abuse me?” 
To Dr. Blanc he said, quite raging, “ Why did’st thou say that the Turks will come 
and take my country ?” Immediately they lx»th were transported to Debra Talx>r, 
where they were put, together with Mr. Rassarn, in one prison. 

They were* not put together w ith other native prisoners. 

The Kingalso was angry with M. Snulmiiller having, without asking permission, 
given to Messrs. Staijrer and Brandeis a gun to each. 

Samuel has made all this mischief, and certainly he has been influenced by 
M. Bardel, who is in the King’s favour. 

Messrs. Staiger, Brandeis, Schiller, and Essler, bad for one day a guard of soldiers 
ill their houses. To me the King sent word, saying, “ Don’t fear; I shall protect you, 
because your husband, whom we have sent with a message to England, committed you 
and your children to my care. I will protect you.” I don't put much confidence in 
his w onls, hut prepare myself for the w orst. Our friends at Gaffat are just now making 
a very large cannon for him. He is friendly towards them. 

On the 6th instant the King left Debra Tabor. He t<K>k Mr. Rassarn and all the 
rest w ith them, to put them on the fortress Magdala. 

Mrs. Rosenthal, after having boou guarded at Debra TaW for two days, he sent 
her over to me without saying a word. 

How I feel under these sad circumstances, being alone with three liltle children, 
you may easily imagine. Can it be that we shall meet again, or was our sad parturo 
on the shore of the lake for eternity ? Our children arc well: daily they talk of their 
absent papa, and pray for him. 

Now and then it is a comfort to me to know tliat their angels see always the 
presence of the Lord. 

The lord gives me willingness to suffer, yea, even to die, for him ; hut my heart 
pains me, and bleeds for our dear children’s sake. 

Don't cease to pray for me. I trust the Lord will answer my prayere which I 
send up to bun for vou. 

[7:jj ' 6 H 
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With the continual prayer that the Lord may protect you in all your ways, I 

ft 

(Signed) PAULINE FLAD. 

p H — As Mr. Raasam is unable to find messengers, I forward this by the two 
proselyte, Izusa and Tazfaye. 


No. 466. 

Memorandum by Lieutenant-Colonel Mer nr ether , September 25, 1806. 

THE last- mail from India has brought intelligence which most materially alters 
the status of the Abyssinian question from what it was when suggestions as to the 
mode of procedure to lx* followed towards the Emperor Theodorus were submitted 
by me. 

A letter has come direct from Mr. Rass&ra, dated Debra Talx>r, June 2(J, mention¬ 
ing that the King hail placed restrictions on the* movements ot himself and party, as 
well as of the quondam captives. 11} this I clearly understand Mr. Ibissam meaut to 
convey that they had all been placed in continement, but worded it as above for tear ot 
the letter being intercepted by the King’s people. 

The alleged cause for this treatment was reports having reached the King from 
Jerusalem that Mr. Kaswtin was playing the King false; that directly the Consul and 
his companion* were got safely out of Abyssinia, a combined force of English, French, 
and Egyptian troops was to advance on Abyssinia to punish the King for his treatment 
of tin* British Consul. All Mr. Itassam’s endeavours to disabuse the King’s mind bad 

proved fruitless. > . 

By the same opportunity a later letter, dated the 7th of July, has been received 
from Mrs. Flail, who was left with her three children at Gaffat, mentioning the 
imprisonment of Mr. Hussain, at first at Debra Talx>r in the meanest possible prison, 
mid fUrtlier that on the 6th of July the King hail left Debra 1alx>r, taking with him 
Mr. Hansom and all the rest to place them in the fortress of Magdala, where Captain 
Cameron and the others were so long confined. 

In July last Mr. Find came to England, sent by the King. He then brought 
intelligence of Mr. Itassam and flu* ex-captives being detained by the King, and 
privately told of their all having been confined by the King Tor a few days, then 
re-libemfed, and treated with due and proper consideration. 

At that time two courses appeared left open for adoption—either to take the high 
hand at once, and resent the detention of Mr. llas«nm ; or, taking into consideration 
circumstances which were also made known at the time, and which afforded some 
excuse for the King’s behaviour, a further attempt should he made, by frank and 
generous treatment, to win Umk the King’s confidence, and to induce him to send out 
of his country all detained, lie was anxious, to obtain skilled English workmen, and 
machinery. The prompt dispatch of both, with some useful valuable presents, seemed 
likely to gain the object in view. 

Trusting that it might do so, and wishing to try every means possible before 
resorting to harsh measures, I suggested the adoption of the latter course, and accord¬ 
ing to instructions received have obtained the services ot a small bmly <>t select and 
well-skilled men, who are ready and willing to go out to Abyssinia for the purpose of 
entering the King's employ. Ireful machinery, such as would suit the purjwsos of 
the King, has also been ordered, and will be ready early next month. . > 

The imprisonment of Mr. Itaawnm, the person who was sent to the Abyssinian 
Court with a letter from Her Majesty, and therefore in the position of an Envoy 
Extraordinary, is so gross an outrage anil insult to the English Government, that 
simple adherence to the original plan is rendered impossible. 

1 would therefore now earnestly recommend that Mr. Flail Ik* sent back to 
Mnssownh with a letter to the King from Her Majesty, pointing out what her inten¬ 
tions hud lvecn ; hut that lx*fort* her true friendly feelings could he displayed to him, 
intelligence had reached that he, unmindful of the rule existing among all nation*, 
which makes the person of an Ambassador sacred, and forgetful of all previous 
assertions of friendliness, and especially of the promise which he had given to send 
Mr. Haswim and others of Her Majesty's subjects out of his country in safety and with 
honour, hud caused Mr. Bossam and the others to be seized and placed in confinement. 


395 


That such barbarous and outrageous conduct cannot lie tolerated; that he will lx* made 
responsible for these acts, and for any injury which may happen to Mr. Kassam, or to 
any of bis party, or to any of the British subjects, or of those in service with them. 
Their immediate release and safe conduct beyond the Abyssinian frontier should bo 
demanded in the first instance, and should this demand not at once be complied with, 
the King of Abyssinia should be distinctly told that he will Ik* made to answer for the 
consequence*, and for the evils which he will bring on his country. 

Mr. Flad, leaving this on the 3rd of October, would reach Massowah about the 
22nd or 23rd idem. Ho would dispatch it immediately to the King, and wait a reply 
at Massowah. 


The arrangements for the workpeople and machinery might still 1 m* allowed to hold 
good; and I should still take them to Massowah, as originally proposed, so that should 
matters have again changed, aud the King make n proper amende , harsh measure* 
might still perhaps lx* avoided. 

Should, however, it lx* found on my reaching Massowah that the King still retains 
Mr. Rassam and the others in dost* confinement, and will not comply with the demand 
made upon him by the English Government, then I would strongly advise that no 
further delay should lx* allowed; hut that the question should lx* taken up vigorously, 
and ever}- means adopted to show that the promptest measures would lx* taken to 
compel him to do so, and to punish him for his insulting outrage. 

The threat of punishment having been passed should he strictly adhered to. 
Then* would be no difficulty in administering it when once decided on, and the fact of 
his refhsal causing that decision to 1 h* arrived at, instructions could be given to me to 
proceed on from Massowah to Bomhay, and there submit the w ishes of Her Majesty's 
Government to the Government of India, the India Office here having been consulted 
with. The forces to lx* employed for operation* in Abyssinia should undoubtedly he 
sent from India, so as to take advantage of native troops on account of the greater rase 
ot movement, less expense, and sufficient effect. To insun* success it should not lx* less 
than 9, (MX) to 10,000 strong. Speaking briefly, it should consist of three brigades of 
infantry, two having one European and three native regiments; the other, four native 
regiments; two troops of horse artillery, one light field battery, a mountain train, 
and a select body of good native cavalry;—a strong brigade. * European dragoons, 
though most excellent in the day, require too much material to get them easily 
through a new' and difficult country. Such a force under a good general would 
insure success. It might lx* organized and dispatched with the aid of steamers, so as 
to allow of the campaign lx*ing brought to n close before the summer and rainy season 
next, year sets in. One point is most essential, and that is that the* command and 
political relations should be entrusted to one person, the best that could Ik* selected; 
this selection might lx* left to the Government of India. 

The greater part of Abyssinia is now in a state of rebellion against the Emperor 
Theodorus, and when it was distinctly proclaimed that war was only bring entered upon 
to punish that monarch for his conduct, that private property and private rite* would 
lx* respected, and that with the punishment of the King and the release of tin* British 
subjects now in confinement, the army would he withdrawn, and the country handed 
over to its legitimate rulers, two-thirds of the people would gladly join against 
Theodorus, who is merely an usuqier, and would assist in every way. This would 
especially lx* the case in the province of Tigre, through which the force would have 
to move in the first instance. The distance from Massowah on the const, to Gondar, 
the capital, is only fourteen good marches, and would easily 1 m* done in twenty days! 
Massowah would lx* the denftt for supplies, replenished from Egypt and India. At the 
same time that an English force entered from Massowah, an Egyptian one might lx* 
moved to net from that side. It would lx* a move which would meet with very cordial 
co-operation from that Government; the manner of it might be described on Govern¬ 
ment deciding on war. 


J he above is merely what was mentioned by me this morning. I feel confident 
that, if ller Majesty’s Government decide on severe measures being taken, that the 
whole nation will join in acknowledging the necessity and justness of their adoption. 
I can sneak from certain know ledge that there is a very strong feeling of surprise, both 
in England and on the Continent, that such measures have not been lx*fore adopted. 

, . (Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 

14, St, Jame* s Square, September 25, 1866. 
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No. 467. 

Mr. Egerlon to Colonel Stanton. 

Foreign Office, September 25, 1866. ^ 
(Mogrephi f . xpr ^ s the following tor Massowah 

and ^ ! :S?n : Flml ^ g W by mail of 3rd 


No. 468. 

To Captain Desborough , September 25, 1866. 


No. 469. 

Mr. Rgerlon to Captain Desborough. 

Foreinn Office, September 2G, 1866 

H!r ' I AM directed by Lord Stanley to a '^" 0W ^ h J^'2l» »« 

25th instant, and 1 am to inform ™ \. e J ’indication* of a chans- on the partjjf 
the Intent accounts from Mr. an h prisoners; and accounts from Mrs. hind, 

•"* ■ B " , ° 

. -to to —*-*» ° r toj-—. 

(Signed) E. C. EG EETON. 


No. 170. 

Dr. Kragf to Lord Stanley. {Recaved October 4.) 

*s*. -to. .s-jSSaSSSSSsas: 

bavins ventured to ^“^S’in.^ n.c t., write, gave me hope, and con- 
fldeuce that’my daringness w ®^Toht^ X ^^t information that Theodoras, the 

and “ iy dis,,atehed - 

Ambassador to clfcet the ral"^“he crowned with a happy 
It was to In* hoped that bldm i ; hut soon ill advisers, of whom 

issue, ami for a timeappeared chiWhood , turm*d the King* mind to 

I know one personally as iui lntri^ut i Bii‘ r liHli having been, in my 

thoughts'hostile to kgland-tho “ a ‘^ lg %e‘Sist remember that every 
humble opinion, the King • am from the hi historiographer can note 

Abyssinian ruler must have by which the dcc^l King w» « 

in the annals of the empire ns tin P«« l ““ Harris,‘whose dmgoman 1 '™s m 1841, 
a high degree distinguished. " l‘‘ delivered handsome presents to Sahela 

had at the order of Her Majesty *Oov«nm , immediately pronounced it a. 

Selassie (the King of Shoa). the Boyal Xe nations had sent him tribute, 

the peculiarity of bis reign that the t*i« if'» m , marl . h Theodoras resolved on 

.'S-r^Xto^isr-rtoi,:- 

Knit: ihe S^u^ro? David" and Solomon, from whom he chums hi* 
descent. ^ _ Jt never be “* *?^ *^ AbyWi^who tooS«l England so 

S ailjaeent to the Bed the fet African coast. tnjigri. 

but having travelled and n»idod 6»r 4 f T ^ j^jvhw, and Missiornirv Labours, 
Shoa, and Amharo especially (as myrl>R h * ve obtained some knowledge, 

published in I860, at Won, may show), I tnmK 
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whieb under the present circumstances, when a warlike conflict between Great Britain 
and Abyssmia seems unavoidable, might be turned to some good account. 

~ he Bn [ ,sh 9 0 '; ernment wil1 hesitAto to Awlaw war when they consider 
that the life of a number of Europeans is at stake in the event of such a declaration, as 
he reckless king, on hearing of the English warlike demonstrations, might butcher the 
prisoners, and other Europeans upon whom he can lay hold, immediately, and in cold 
blood. 1 he question then-fore arises whether there is no mode of rescuing the prisoners 
before the king can harm them, and whether then* is not some reason to think that 
the king will delay the execution of his wrath. 

In reference to the latter question, I fully believe that the King will pnstixmc his 
Woo<ly design, especially when he hears that iu case of his killing the Europeans the 
hnglKsh Mill give themselves no rest until they have put themselves in possession 
ot nw person, of his grandees and advisers. His plan will doubtless he, first to 
annihilate, as he thinks, the invading troops, to make as many prisoners of war as he 
can, and finally return victoriously to Gatfat to slaughter all the Europeans together 
m the most cruel manner, lie of course has no idea of the possibility of being over- 
thmwn by the English, as he has never lost a battle in his conflicts with Abyssinian 
and Egyptian opponents. * 

p*'!’ *° th< ‘ 1 8 P C€ J , J r rrloas< ‘ of the prisoners at Magdala, and the other 

J.uropi a ns at Gaflat,my humble suggestion is, that the English should send an 
armament of about i.,000 men to the Island of Mnssowah, iu the Red Sea. whence the 
Kmg ''ill soon hear the news, and the rumour will swell 2.000 into 20,0(H) men 
i, ! u ‘." s / v 'l! ooouHliately induce the King to march from Western to Intern 
Atoramin, to MW, then- to meet the invading anny. Rut whilst the English lend 
their forces at Mas.owali, and move them m forced marches up to the high land amt 
frontier of 1 .gre, which is about four days’ (80 or 90 miles) distant faun the const 
another force ot about 1,000 men (chiefly horse) should he sent to the Ha v of Tad ion in’ 
o >|s)s,tc to Aden on the Airman main, whence they would move inland as far as to the 
place Aoossa, when- tin* noble river 1 (awash terminates in a lake and sand. The 

W ° U *•!?’ aS maivh the hanks (which ahomul in 

V r n * a ?[ 'V.* nn V Ma,s as ,ar a * to 1,u ‘ P oinl " heii* the Rcrkona. a trihutarv 
stirani tails into the Jlawnsh. I he Rcrkona rises in the Wollo country, Worrakallo, 

mar Totola, where I have pawed it as a rivulet in 1841. Haying reached the 
Abissinian high land near Uke Haik. in tin* teiritnry of Tclmlndcn*. the flying force 

no'! ! ,. : i!t n 'vT Hid V ° ,,n - VH , nt t . U(> ^ ® f . tho ihrtn ^ ()f ‘ M »Kdnla, which the euinmnndnnt 
no doubt Mould surrender immediately on seeing himself heseiged at once by an 

Luiopean have which could throw shells and rockets in ease of refusal. 

the iVi'd sill, 1 °t !r nakl ,ri,M,s ; ,HT ; i J , .vi n 5«* a litoral ,s-o.ile the territory lietween 
, . ‘b adjoura, and the Abyssinian frontier, would scarcely object to nil 

English ton e man-lung through their countiy if the object would he dearly'stated and 
nnntione«l to them that their own country would not he hurt, and if* besides an 

htin^ d mT l " r m - As t] P: Kin - thcodorus on account of his 

h.mng violated their Main,mmedan coreligionists in the Wollo country, and in other 

jMits ni Abyssinia, they would doubtless wideoine the English, and supply them with 
camels and provisions of cattle as they would consider them the deliverers of their 
Alanommedan friends in Abyssinia Proper. 

nnffdW 11 ha ( V i ! " S H , r ‘ art of ,hB division would hasten on to 

‘ Hat tu n sen. the other Euro|^ns mul to take the Koval arsenal at that place. All 

! ,h ; r 'y';’"' ‘V EinKh.-arsof it in Tig*, and la-fore he Can send a 

nplj to his general* at Magdala and Gaffat in the rear Neither could lie divide his 
trisjps, as he has powerful rivals all around in Godjam, in the AVag eountrv, and more 

Massowah.'" T '" ri! ' ,,a<1 ‘' r P orI,a I ,s would the English coining from 

ooast^r-1W IdlU1 J of , r Ma y" 1 "' a i “’ ,0 r'‘ t, " T Bitl1 situated la-tween the 

't anil rigre under Turkish sovereignty, the Turkish authorities will no doubt 

protest against Hie English marching through the coast district a protest in which 
they.might bo “ l(1 . e<l b . v the i-reneh Consulate at Massowah. Should this he (he rase 
it might lie sufficient to keep a maritime demonstration near Massowah. and hv this 
compel the King to remain m Tigre, whilst the whole English force of 2,000 or 8 000 
men would march through the Adal country, to which Turkov has no rightful title 
MmuWshe object to the landing in the feay of Tadjoura, England can^ reply jhat 
Captain Haims the Governor of Aden, has, in 18K), liought the islet Mnshnikh 
which commands the entrance into that large and safe harlaam. 

Theodoras never expects an enemy coming from that quarter, as he had never to 

6 | 
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*-.1 with the 1 Hinakil, nml.ln King » 

^vof’iHn’TiU.whe^c which may explain more 

acceptable to a mntehmg an ny. difficultk*, especially inregard 

Maslowali, in Tigrf and weatwanls.wi exchanged for that of the lightest 

to heavy artillery which, m . ;„Zling with fortn^s. True, the 

calibre, os it will warcely hc wanted nPr i„. i„ the cool climate than in 

British army in tanning from ’»> n every ease the time ls-tween 

marching over the hot pta*> ofth< Junr it wiU be fearfully hot m 

+jast 

anny into oonfuHion by lirniL, .> ‘ , , OV( ,,^ iroW the numerous army of the 

fine of %000 to 3,(HH> (V.inmandant is on his gtmnl against 

King in tin* t\rst encounter, «n, ded the «-»£ ^ jn uhirh his main strength lies. If 

the stratagems ot which the Km • y n()t wor Rj the trouble unit expense to 

that were not the ease it whiel. may U-t Is' compared to an 

employ 3.0(H) men against an Abjssminu »n.j, 

immense band of tinkers. , . . . %i )V ssinia. which has been harassed > 

It would indeed Is- most .lesimhh that Aby— , M . n-gubited if not 

revolutions ever since the time of Mir. M ^ w m never Is? able 

permanently occupied hv an h 'f- ’ \hvssinia excels every other count n 

to elevate tl.emselves independent! v on Yau< \*. - . |rtivi . IM . lw# and other capabilities. 

In Africa by its healthy climate, its ngnculUiml ^ srfzo nil Central Africa 
Extended as the Abyssinian Imipi^ abeadv , > t Jf wl ] )V au enlightened 

without somebody disputing or °P l ^ ^ I^ a m 1 in-ovc a mwcrful friend or foe even 
Ruler. Abyssinia would easily match Egypt, ami pi< I 

to India, to which it present* the key. ltl in Extern Africa, it must be 

If the Slave Trade is to be m(U< ^‘ l ? n Central Africa, 

chieflv done in Abyssinia, which prt*s«Mits i« { £ Fnu1<JC wi u l»e mixed up with that 
f have no doubt that, ere hm n .• ^ J . y an d moral qualities; a compound 
remarkable country, which is a compound of, ,, s religions; of human 
of alpine jffl mum'"shows, a Usls-Ai (mixture) 

physiognomies of all aftaites, m 

throughout. . n-jts-i, Government will not overlook the pivsen 

ll is to V Imped Ilia* til. Brit'J llN|nll .,ed and unfortunate country which 

rightful opportunity of interfering Wl • j f , most sorry that England 

has all things lmt an enlightened n 1 I lvbirh W receiv'd nothing hut 
must act in a hostile manner against Aliy 1 ,. nl , t o the Killers of TignS 

benefit* from the English. Knghini s ,Sl ;1 j„r Harris’!. and of Vnilmn (to 

(Has Woldn Selassie, through Mr. ,evented Mahomn.ed All, Pasha of 

lias Alid. Beside. Eng'»>‘d And now thia very England is compelled to 

Egypt, from conquering Aliyssima. Am , linara tefullv is pushing away the 

3ft«i~» ; ..««■* r,: 1 :’ £i£%2 r-.™ «*• >j»““ .*■ 

" ***’ 

W “ V With pmyTf^ pardoning my ^ ^ KRAFE. 


No. 471. 

Lieutenant-Colonel MerevetKer to .Ur. Murray.^'Received October 4.) 

14 St. James's Square, October t, * 856 - 

My dear Mr. Murray, - ul OJO on Saturday : it was not much, 

1 HAVE carefully thought over wlm > iu ,. xll edient, not to say impossible, to 
but l could see clearly the Cabmet had U % I deep i y because, as matters 

proceed to extremities with King Theodore. 1 n fr« ^ J 
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liave now come to pass, I am confident that bold and firm attitude is the proper 
course, and the only one likely now to bring affairs to a speedy issue. The having to 
put up with further insult from this kirk-man, tells terribly against us as a nation both 
in Europe and the East. 

However, the Cabinet have to decide on that ]K>int, and appear to have done so; 
all I can now do is to give what aid is required to carry out Lord Stanley’s wishes, and 
in furtherance thereof would offer the follow ing suggestions:— 

'The letter to the King, of which Mr. l'lad is to be the bearer, to give it any 
chance of success, should, I would submit, contain some opening of prospective 
advantage to the King, provided he releases all the prisoners, advantage which he w ill 
be able to see within his reach and may hear of without the delay of reference to 
England. To afford this, I would recommend that part of my last proposal should be 
cnrruxl out. That part which related to mv following Mr. Find and taking the 
artificers, machinery, presents, «£e., with me to Mnssowah. In the let ter, it could then* 
lie mentioned that Mr. Find was sent in advance with the letter conveying Her 
Majesty’s sentiments, hut that a Mission was following under an officer who had 
instructions from Her Majesty and the Government to enter fully Into tin* question of 
the differences which had so unfortunately arisen, and to act in such a manner as 
would best conduce to the restoration of that friendly communication which was the 
object of both to bring about. If tin* King received Find properly and was incliucd to 
change his tactics, the fact of my following with the artificers and presents would Ik* u 
convincing proof to him of the desire of Government to act in fair and full faith 
towards him, and may afford a ginnl opening for adjustment of difference's. 
The letters he will have received from Flad, written from England, uiny have helped 
to bring about that change. If the King persists in the violent and* unjustifiable 
course he has adopted, the artificers can lx* sent kick to England, and little more cost 
will have been inclined than was originally intended; and it will then rest with 
Government to decide what further measure should be taken while king on the spot 
I should be able to send home the fullest information. 

Should h»rd Stanley approve of this proposal my best endeavours will k* devoted 
to bring about an amicable settlement of this unfortunate business. If it was required, 
1 should lie quite ready to go to Matemma or to any other place from which negotia¬ 
tions could best be carried on. All that would be necessary would be that I should he 
allowed to take such other people with me as would give dignity and weight to the 
Mission, things which Mr. R&ssam sadly wanted, and that latitude should he given ino 
to decide at once, on the sjKit, how the general instructions given by Her Majesty’s 
Government should lie carried out. The question of extreme measures would, of 
course, not lie entered into under any circumstances without reference first to 
Government. 

At this season of the year the souadron in the Indian Seas have little to do 
beyond visiting different places, it might, with great advantage, he sent across from 
Bombay to Massowah—as many ships as Commodore Ilillyor could take with him to 
odd importance to the arrival of the Mission, and to wait there for a time until the 
future movements of the Mission were decided on. This would cause no extra 
expense, and, at this season of the year, the* climate of Massowah is good enough. 

Other ]K>iuts might lie discussed hereafter. 

Of course, with regard to the artificers, they would not be allowed to enter 
Abyssinia unless matters were materially changed from what they now an*, and then 
only at their own choice and fn*e will. They are willing enough to go, provided there 
is not more than the ordinary risk attendant on living in a country where law affords 
no protection, and the will of a despotic monarch is the only rule. 

Believe me, <fco. 

(Signed) W. L. ME BE W ETHE It, 


I will speak to you on this. 


Minute, 
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No. 472. 

Drrfi prepared by Lieutenant-Colonel Merev ether. 


Her Majesty to the King of Abysnnia. 

_ $£•£%!'£: Jiissfajsrsss 

had reached you; and we view'd1mA *"** j‘ awl tl«- others with turn, 

vou at once directed that our Consul, *1 . ^ , j, what was 

sJuhl be delivered over to Mr ~ ^ ^"Utcac/of sineere friend- 

STCSStC A'SSi ... 

t inn of the most friendly elmrneter -hhv the hand of Mr. Find, 
We have sinee roce.ved,» 1 ^^ "ir£.ni>t«nces have led to delay 

from which we regret to learn that smm J !ln „„ im e(sl in your former communica¬ 
nt the execution of the well-dcMsed mt , , othi*r cause than a desire on 

lion. We trust, however, that tins us , aml to enable vou 

your part more markedly vour‘ origin.il row. intention of sending our 

more completely ami iuHv to ‘ • aml als() Captain Camewn and those with 

servant Mr. Hftssam, ami his I • ’ .. {) f you an( l your country, 

him, to us, in order that we may hem r • country. For that object our 

Your letter mention* your desire to impi^O J our sincere desire to 

cordial assistance will be lice \ gi ‘ • ‘ feeling hetween us which we both 

further your wishes, and l « ^< 1 xhm& which we trust may 

desire, Mr. Find will convey to ^ ^ ^ ^ tmt 

prove useful m promoting the; objCH t > bW whirl, a merciful Providence has 
vou may be better able to jm advantages which are derived from 

vouchsafed to our country and pph l, ^ and w , m e of the nobles of your 

science and increase of with Mr. Rassam, that they may see w th 

land, ami of your well-approved i » ’ • our country ; and we assure vou that 

their own eyes what is worthy< he ll4 . prcS cntativcs and trusted Envoys 
they shall l>e received and honoured by us as i 

° f AiuUnwe recommend you to the profee.iou of theAlmgg. ^ fa ^ ^ <)f , ur 

(liven at our Court at ; . 

Lord 1800, and in the thirtieth year ot our < g • Y(mr ^ friend, 

(The large signet.) 

Superecrilied: 

To Our Good Friend Theodore, 

King of Abyssinia. ^— 


No. 475. 


Draft prepared by Mr. Hammond , and adopted. 

Her Majesty to the King of Abysnnia. 

(Written on a sheet of tainted vellum.) 

. . , find &c to Theodore, King of Abv ssinia, sendeth 

VICTORIA, by the grace ot God, «KC-, to 

• lr closure 2 in No. 3S0- 
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of our servant Rassam, together with our servant Cameron, and the other Europeans, 
so long detained in your country, hut whom your Majesty had announced that you 
had sent with our servant Rassam. When Flad arrived bringing your Majesty’s 
further letter of the 17th of April* in which, while repeating that you had released and 
made over to our servant Rassam, our servant Cameron and the other Europeans, in 
order that they might leave the country, you stated that you had kept our servant 
Rassam for the* sake of consulting together upon the extension of the friendship between 
us. We will not disguise front your Majesty that wo found it difficult to reconcile 
your assurances with the obstacles which were still opposed to the departure of our 
servants and the other Europeans from your country; but we were willing to accept 
the desire expressed by you for the extension of friendship between its, and we accord¬ 
ingly admitted Flad to our presence, and having heard from him your Majesty’s wishes, 
we gave directions for the transmission to your Majesty, by the hands of Flad of such 
articles as we understood from Flad your Majesty desired to obtain, and. we also gave 
our sanetion to the engagement in your Majesty’s service of skilled workmen such ns 
you desired to employ in Abyssinia. These arrangements were made, and Flail was on 
the point of leaving England to rejoin your Majesty, when intelligence reached us that 
you had withdrawn from our servant Rassam the favour which you lmd hitherto shown 
him, and had consigned him, together with our servant Cameron and the other 
Europeans, to prison. We have received no explanation from your Majesty of the 
grounds of a proceeding so inconsistent with the assurances and professions formerly 
made by your Majesty, and we have, therefore, lost no time in allowing Flad to depart, 
and have given to linn this letter for your Majesty, not allowing ourselves to doubt 
that immediately on its receipt you w ill redeem your promises, and give effect to your 
professions, by dismissing our servant Rassam, with our servant Cameron and the other 
EurojM'ans, in conformity with the statement made in your letter of the 20th of 
January. 

Your Majesty must Ik' aware that it is the sacred duty of Sovereigns scrupulously 
to ftilfil engagements into which they may have entered; and that the persons of 
Amlwussadors, such as our servant Rassam, and those l»y whom they an* accompanied, 
are, among all nations, assuming to he civilized, invariably held saeml. We have, 
therefore, the more difficulty in accounting for your Majesty’s hesitation, and we 
invite your Majesty to prove to tin* world that you rightly understand your position 
among Sovereigns, and do not desire to neglect the international duties which it is 
incumbent on all Sovereigns to fulfil. Your Majesty may he assured that we shall l>o 
disposed to attribute to misapprehension on your jMirt, rather than ill-will towards us, 
the delay that has occurred in the rot uni of Rassam, and those whom you had engaged 
to send with him ; but in the uncertainty which we cannot but feel as to your Majesty’s 
intentions, we cannot allow Flad to lie the liearor of those tokens of good-will which 
we purposed that he should convey to your Majesty. But, in full confidence that this 
cloud which lias darkened the friendship of our relations will pass away on the return 
of Flad, and desiring that you should as soon as possible thereafter receive the articles 
which we had proposed to send to your Majesty m token of our friendship, we have 
given orders that those articles should lie forthwith sent to Massowab, to Ik* delivered 
for conveyance to your Majesty’s Court, to the officers whom you may depute to conduct 
our servant Rassam, and our servant Cameron, and the other Europeans, so fkr on their 
way to our presence. And so we bid you heartily, farewell. 

Given at our Court at Balmoral, the 4th day of October, in the year of our Lord, 
180(5, and in the thirtieth year of our reign. 

Your good Friend, 

(The large Signet.) (Signed) • VICTORIA R. 

(Not countersigned.) 

Superscribed— 

To Our Good Friend Theodore, 

King of Abyssinia. 
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No. 474. 

Captain Goodfellow to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 4.) 

Aden, September 18, 1860. 

* V 1 HAVE the honour to report that Her Majesty’s ship "^My™*** * 
Massowah for despatches at the beginning of the current month, and returned to this 
on the Dili instant, bringing no further intelligence of the mission. As messengera were 
SpStod to arrive on or about the 15th instant, she will be again dispatched on the 

20th to ascertain if any letter or news has since reached the coast. 

I have, etc. 

(Signed) O. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 475. 

Memorandum for Mr. Find on hi* Return to Abyssinia, dated October 8, 1866. 

THE neriod having arrived at which you proposed to return to Abyssinia, Her 
Government^liare no wish that you should prolong your stay m t.us 

C0U “ vT,u will receive with this a letter from the Queen to King Theodore, to be delivered 
on your arrival at his Court; and that you may shape your language according to its 

C ° nt ^fhe Kii^wiU tutturally a e^wt 0 to* hear from you what am the feeling, of the 

" rhi tu wmZ’tgX"fn!r};i.n that the confidence which they were disjmsed to 

Cn^mSlhe oTheTandir 1 avn SSf'bv'the 'h.Jjigenco wUd. 

i.»»'juwt of h“ir:! in «n^Zent. * 

8< Tou will «V tlmt, fearing lest e/il-disposcd persons seeing their own downfall in 
. * i v i a tfood understanding lietween the British Government and the 

the estaldista nt tojXT.uspieio.i mind of llis Majesty, the 

X SX to 4 that nothing is further from their desire 

liutisli Uo\< rnniw themselves voluntarily to seek to disturb, or to encourage the 
or intention n • . . Theodore in the peaceable possession of his dominions; 

dttT- L ..-hem, « s '^'urity for tlie K-ing, 

doimitions. inu a feelings of friendship and good-will with which he l as 

upon, and whatever ls-nefit the ting may expect from amity 
; r t l e Queen will unquestionably fail him if he disregards the chum now made by 
Uef Majistv for the fulfilment of his promises, by dismiss,ng her Ambassador llassam, 
„ „Vtln<r'free her Consul, and all other Europeans in his custody. 

You wil" that the letter from the Queen s,s-aks only of presents to b«t> 
Tvtura for the prisoners. You are not authorized to hold out any expectation that the 
a . , W„m.nt will In' directlv or indirectly instrumental in inducing any other 

Europeans to place themselves in the jaiwer of the King. You will not conceal from 
buropeaus to piact uki , . . 1 t t r H . t British Government have been 

lU .—**- -**- *- -stsv. 

Foreign Office, October 8, 1866. 
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No. 476. 

Mr. Melvill to Mr. Hammond .—( Received October 9.) 

Sfr* India Office , October 8, 1866. 

IN continuation of the letter from this Office, dated the 22nd August last,* I am 
directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to forward a further statement 
of expenses incurred on account of Mr. Rassam’s Mission to Abyssinia, amounting to 
3,258 rupees 12 annas; and I have to request that the equivalent of that sum, viz., 
325/. 17*. 6d., may be transferred to the credit of the Secretary of State in Council of 
India at the Bank of England. 

I have, Sui. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


No. 477. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewelher to Mr. Murray.—(Received October 10.) 

My dear Mr. Murray, October 9, 1866. 

\\ ILL you kindly cause the amount mentioned in the accompanying to be paid to 
Messrs. Easton and Amos [500/.] ? It is a third only of the cost of the machinery 
they am making, which is in good progress and nearly*finished. 

Believe me, <fec. 

(Signed) IV. L. MEREWETHER. 


To be paid. 


J. M. 


Minutes. 


Raid to Mr. Talbot, October 10, 1866. 

G. LENOX-C. 


No. 478. 

Mr. Murray to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Slr ’ ,„ TfriT „ , Foreign Office, October 10, 1866. 

B 11II reference to your letter of the 10th of May last and to previous correspon¬ 
dence upon the subject of the expense of Mr. Rassam’s mission to Abyssinia, I am 
directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copies of two letters from the India Offieef inclosing further 
statements of the charges incurml on this account, amounting in nil to 037/. 12*. 5 d .; 
and 1 am to request that you will move their Lordships to give directions for the 
repayment to the India office of this sum. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 479. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 15.) 

(No. 85. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, October 1, 1866. 

1 llAvb the honour to report to your Lordship that I received, by the last mail 
from Aden, information that the steam-ship “Victoria,” which had been sent to 
Massowah in the hopes of procuring intelligence of the Abyssinian captives, had 
returned from that port on the 9th ultimo, without having been able to procure any 
later intelligence than that already forwarded to your Lordship. 

It was the intention of the Resident at Aden to send her again to Massowah on 
• No. 446. t No,. 440 470. 
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the 20th September, hut I f ‘‘ ar Jlle^mu-lt"lmve hwn very severe in 

rains, judging from v (hat thc communications with the coast 

the Abyssinian mountains, an I „ , j ute D f the rivers in that country, 

arc suspended, in consequence of thc floodc.1 star 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


No. ISO. 

Colonel Stanton to lord Stanley e-lR*crived October 13.) 

(No. 86. Consular.) Alexandria , October 5, 1866. 

n! 

a \sssisz jot <>° *-—— the 

Calcutta mail. . . . t i, ftV * m rr made inquiries at the office of tin 

I bog to inform your Lordship,.that }'• n ^ ^ ^ n0 udegnun has lioon 

Malta and Alexandria leiegmj)!), I * fortnight. The agent added that unless 

SsKlSJfS^tf " a '“ w . .’ 

“Victoria” starting, as mapmat. aesnatchwl to Suez, so as to he thereby the 

a™^'rsr.^K srx —. •*-«**• — *• 

c*„.« ™. ™*» >■»' rt V MiOTW. 


No. 481. 

Captain Whit* to Lord Stanley.-[Recelved October!^ 

Richmond, October 15, I860. 

My V’kOTTBNBD to town from the Spanish Maino* Sof 

„f hJJSfflwS* reaelied 1.4* If 

Her Majesty in the dominions <>t Hi - 1 J ' • r.ovrmmcnt of my services in the 
same day at the Pon-ign 0»U.-o to ■mrtv for the *W of the 

matter, and ■™ ^t!.^. mi.uwi«l to make to your U ,rdslupm wntmg such 

“markkas I might consider likely to • ^loTlnTand will deliver to the prisoners 

1 will leave London to-morrm. transm itted. I will afterwards obtain, with 

ss.’srafss# e5£#£»e S, — - ™ 

*.1-- Jje. 

were struggling, against muchi <» 1 • ’ usic magnetism, and trargerv- could, when 

characters much goodness. . ^ 5 , among the inhabitant . 

judiciously availed oft achieve ‘ r , j n the countries adjoining the Red 

o°f ^d e ‘ s ^m™ of hi. meo. Tie was capable of 

both polished and talented. 0 " a J* . lin towafd moment, and without much 


Many of the records of my life are at thc Foreign Office. In them is to be found 
the language given below in quotation, and addressed to me by Mayor-General Sir 
G. M. Sherer:— 

“ My dear Captain Meivill White, “ Jersey. April 4 , 1863. 

“ Never can I forget your services during the rebellion in 1867-58. The manner 
in which you had drilled your Naval Brigade, and made them, as they really were, moat 
efficient soldiers, doe* you the greatest credit. Vour detachment coming to my aid at 
so critical a moment, was of the greatest possible assistance to me, ami seeing your 
determined conduct on that occasion gave me additional confidence. I think you may 
be justly proud in liaving performed such acts of heroism* which few men at your age 
have ever aehieved* and can only say that if every officer in India had shown a little 
front, the reliellion would, I consider, have been crushed at the outset. 

“ Believe me* &e. 

(Signed) “G. M. Sherer* Major-General, 

u Late Aide-de-Camp to the Queen." 

I herewith forward a Demeraro “ Royal Gazette,” wherein are comments on my 
past life. I will call at the Foreign Office during the day, in order to seek an interview 
with your Lordship, when I hope to loam the present plan of confinement of the Consul, 
and what articles he was, when last heard from, apparently most in need. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) J. MELVILLE WlllTE. 

Minutes. 

Query: Thank him for his offer, but arrangements being now in progress for 
communication with the King of Abyssinia, l/>rd Stanley does not think it advisable 
to disturb those arrangements by sending another Agent. 

E. IIAMMOND. 

I agree. 

8. 


No. 82. 

Mr. Murray to Captain White. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 15, 1866. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of to-day 
offering to proceed to Abyssinia to procure thc release of the English captives there. 

I am, in reply, to convey to you Lord Stanley’s thanks for your offer, but, as 
arrangements were now in progress for communicating with thc King of Abyssinia, I 
am to state that Lord Stanley does not think it i Visable to disturb those arrangements 
by sending another Agent. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 
P.8.—'The inclosures to your letters are herewith returned. 


No. 488. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Murray.—(Received October 17.) 

My dear Mr. Murray, 14 , St. James's Square, October 7, 1866. 

I CALLED yesterday at the Foreign Office, but found you were away. I wanted 
to speak to you about Flail, and to ask whether you and Mr. Egerton do not think that 
Ix>rd Stanley, on the part of Her Majesty’s Government, would like to bestow some 
mark of approbation on Flad before he leaves to return. 

He came home willingly* leaving his wife and children in a very critical position, 
and now as willingly returns in the hope of promoting the object Government has in 
view. It may he said, with truth, that the success of that object affects him and his 
family equally \Mth others, and that he is working for the advantage of himself and his 
own. Still it is equally true that he is also working for others and carrying out duty 
for Government and the public, in addition to which he runs the risk of returning 

[73] 5 L 
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unpropitiously and bavin* to meet the hasty wrath of the Abyssinian lion, should the 
tidings, he is the bearer of, not be considered satisfactory. 

He has been in receipt of 1/. a day for personal expenses, but it would cheer the 
poor man if somethin* more was given to him as a farewell present on dismissal. 

I may mention also, and it is only just in time to do so, tliat during the whole of 
the time Cameron and the others were confined in Magdala, communication was kept 
up with them, and money and stores sent to them entirely through Mr. Flad and Ins 
friend Dr. Schimper, who were then; ill a sort of open arrest at Gaflat. These tw'o, also, 
constantly sent down most valuable and correct intelligence, all of which was done at 

great risk to themselves. „ 

I have not seen Flad now for several days, so all the above comes solely from me, 
is my thought, and I hope will not be considered incorrect, or that I am going out of 
my way in giving it utterance. 

I shall be at the Foreign Office to-morrow about 4 p.m. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 

Many thanks for the agreements received all right. 


Minute. 


Lord 8. has given him 251. more. 


No. 481. 


T. H. S. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 19.) 

October 19, 1866. 

THE Lords of the Treasury having sanctioned the appropriation of a sum of 5001. 
for purchase of presents, 1 have the honour to submit that it would be the most conve¬ 
nient arrangement if a portion of that sum, say 4501., were at onco issued to me tor the 
purchase of presents to be accounted for hereafter, instead of the bill tor each particular 
item of expenditure being separately presented by me for payment. 

I have also to represent that I have taken passages to Suez tor Mr. Talbot, and the 
workmen accompanying him, amounting to 1751. 5#., which, with the addition o! 45/. 
for hotel expenses in Egypt, not provided for by the Peninsula and Oriental Company, 

amounts to 2201. 5#. . . , , 

There is also a claim of 20/. on account of outfit money not yet issued. 

A further advance of 50/. on account of the machinery is required, which, added 
to the 500/. already drawn, will leave 050/. still jiayable on that account. 

An application has been made to me by Mr. Talliot on behalf of the workpeople 
for the advance of salary which was guaranteed to them under the agreement they 
have entered into. It does not appear to me advisable that the whole of the sanctioned 
quarter’s salary should lie issued at once here in London; it would he s]>eut immediately, 
and they would have nothing in their pockets when they landed in Abyssinia. I there¬ 
fore told Mr Talbot I should recommend that only half of the amount should be 
disbursed now, and that the remainder should lie taken out by me and paid to them at 
Massowah. The half of the quarter’s salary comes to 300/. # 

The aggregate amount of the sums for which I now request an issue is as follows 


Advance on Account of present* .. 

Turing" money to Sue*, and expenses through Egypt 
Share of outfit money undrawn .. .. 

Further advance* on account of machinery .. 

Half quarter’s sulary to Mr. Talbot and workpeople 


£ m. d. 

460 0 0 


220 

20 

60 

360 


5 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


£1,100 6 0 


I shall charge myself with the amount of this issue in the general account, and 

adjust it hereafter when the transaction is completed. 

I have, Ac. 



Paid October 20, 1866. 
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Minute. 


No. 485. 

Mr. Murray to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 20, 1866. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
19th instant, and to state to you in reply that his Lordship sanctions the arrangements 
therein proposed with regard to payments on account of the presents destined for 
the King of Abyssinia, and of the artizans who will accompany you to Massowah or 
Aden. 

You are accordingly authorised to apply to Mr. G. Lenox-Conyugham, Chief 
Clerk at this Office, for the sum specified in your letter of 1,100/. 5«. on this account. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) JAMES MURRAY. 


Minute. 

Paid, October 20: 1,100/. 5s. 


G. LENOX-C. 


No. 486. 

Captain Goodfcllow to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 22.) 

(8ecret.) 

My Lord, Aden, October 1, 1866. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that Her Majesty's ship “ Victoria ” returned from 
Massowah yesterday, but lias brought no further intelligence regarding Mr. Rassam 
or his party. 

2. M. Munzinger reports that the rumours prevalent in the country confirm the 
statements made to him by the messengers, and which were reported in my despatch 
to your Lordship’s address So. 071, dated 28th of August last,* and is of opinion that 
no further letters are likely to arrive from Mr. Rassam until the return ol‘ Mr. Flad, 
but that probably some news of the Mission may Ik* sent by Mr. Flad. 

3. The King is reported to lie still quiet at Debra Tabor, whilst the rebels have 
conquered nearly the whole country, three provinces only remaining in the King’s 
possession. Wakshmn Gobesi had taken possession of the whole of Tigrtf, excepting 
Uamazai, which he is stated us likely soon to conquer. 

4. Being given to understand that Mr. Flad and his party will arrive at Suez on 
or about the 3rd proximo, and as it would lie highly desirable that they should at once 
proceed to Massowah, 1 have to inform your lordship that the “Victoria" will bo 
dispatched hence on the 20th instant for that port, and her Commander directed to 
touch at Massowah on his way up to obtain any intelligence that may have arrived at 
the coast, and also to enable me to give M. Munzinger warning of Air. Flad's return, 
that he may make all arrangements with regard to carriage, Ac., for that gentleman’s 
upward journey. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 487. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Murray. 

My dear Mr. Murray, October 23,1866. 

1 HAY E the pleasure to leave you one of the printed papers you asked for, showing 
the proposal for presents and artizans being sent to Abyssinia. 

Believe me, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 488. 

Mr. Melvill to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 26.) 

Sir, India Office, October 24, 1866. 

IN continuation of the letter from this Office dated the 8th instant,11 am directed 
by the Secretary of State for India in Council, to forward two statements of expenses 

• No. 459. f No. 476. 
















408 


Incurred on account of Mr. Rasaam’s Minion to Abyssinia, amounting to 4,506 rupees 
8 annas 7 pice; and I have to request that the equivalent of that sum, via., 480 i. 12*. a d. 
may be transferred to the credit of the Secretary of State in Council of India at the 
Bank of England. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


No. 489. 

Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Foreign Office, October 27, 1866. 

' WITH reference to Mr. Murray’s letter of the 10th instant, I am directed by 
Lord Stanley to transmit to you a copy of a further letter from the India Office, apply¬ 
ing for repayment of the sum of *430/. 12*. 5 d. t on account of the exposes of 
Mr. Rawwam’s mission to Abyssinia; and I am to request that you will move the Lords 
of the Treasury to give directions for the repayment to the India Office of this sum, 
as well as of the sums referred to in Mr. Murray’s letter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. IIAMMOND. 


No. 490. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 29.) 

October 27, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to request that I may have paid to me 360/., the other half 
of the quarter’s salary, sanctioned to be advanced to the workpeople proceeding to 
Abyssinia for the purpose of entering the service of the King. 

I find it advisable to disburse to them a portion of this remainder: the rest I shall 
take with me to Massowah to pay to them on arrival there. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


P.8.'—I inclose a copy of the paper showing the proposed arrangements connected 
with the dispatch of the workpeople and presents. The details will be found in pages 

8,9, and 10. _ .. *l 

' ’ W. L. M. 


Authorise issue. 


Minute. 

8 . 


No. 491. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 29.) 

Eegair, Machynlleth , North Wales, 

My dear Mr. Hammond, October 27, 1866. 

I FIND it necessary to give the workpeople some more of the advance sanctioned 
for them, so I have applied officially to you for the remaining half of the quarter’s 
salary, 360/. The first 360/. I drew the other day. 

1 have sent you one of the printed copies of the paper, showing all the arrange¬ 
ments connected "with the workpeople, aud presents. In the marsrin of page 9, I have 
written in pencil what seems to nave l>een drawn previous to to-day. 

The machinery and presents Mill be all ready and packed by the 1st proximo. 
Everything will Ik? embarked on the 3rd at Southampton, and Mr. Talbot, with the men, 
will go on board at the same time. The steamer Mill auit Southampton on the 4th. 

1 shall follow by the mail leaving London on tno 10th, vid Marseilles, so as to 
meet Mr. Talbot and his party at Alexandria. 

I spoke to Mr. Murrey about my course of procedure iu this matter. As you may 
recollect, when it was decided that one more attempt at pacific solution should te 
made, I suggested that Mr. Flad should be sent in advance,* with a letter from Her 

• No. 471. 
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Majesty of remonstrance, and that I should follow, with the workpeople and presents, 
to act on arrival at Massowali as seemed best. Lord Stanley approved generally of 
my proposals, and after the discussion of them had been concluded, said instructions 
should lx* drawn up before my departure. 

As the time for that is approaching, those will, I conclude, be now pmmd. 
Whatever their nature may be, one thing I Mould point out to be an essential to the 
success of a pacificatory course, if it should offer, aud that is, tliat I should lx* the 
bearer of a letter from the Queen, intimating that l m as sent to Massowali by Her 
Majesty with presents, Ac., to show her friendly intentions towards King Theodoras, to 
communicate with him, and to receive his reply to Her Majesty’s letter, forwarded by 
hand of Mr. Flad. Nothing more need be said; indeed, it would l»e simply an intro¬ 
ductory letter. But without it the King might pretend to say. Who is this person 
who has come to Maasowah r I kuon' him not, nor who has sent him. 

Will you kindly consider this, and bring it to Lord Stanley’s notice ? The Queen 
Mill, I believe, 1 m* at Windsor after the 3rd proximo, so there Mill lx? no delay or diffi¬ 
culty in getting the letter ready when approved. 

The last intelligence from Aden is satisfactory in so far that no news from Abys¬ 
sinia is good ucm’s. Had the captives been subjected to any further ill-treatment, it 
would certainly have been reported, or Mrs. Flat! Mould have written to Massowali. 

The “ Victoria” left Massowali on the 27th September. Nothing had been 
heard up to that time of .the tremendous battle, taken l>y the Paris correspondent of 
the “Times” from the Nice “Chronicle,” and said to have occurred on the 30th of 
July. 

On the contrary, our news is that the relx*ls in Tigrd have been steadily and 
success fully advancing, while the Emperor remained inactive ut Debra Tabor. 

1 have come douu into Wales to see my family for u few days, but Mill be back iu 
London on Thursday evening the 1st proximo, or before if required. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Minute. 

I do not understand Colonel Mcrewether’s proposal. Ho seems to wish to 1 m* 
n<*eredited to King Theodore, and to communicate directly with him about the 
presents. 

I lmd no idea that Colonel Merewether Mas to do anything of tho kind ; neither 
do I set? that any ginxl could result to Find's mission by having another Agent in 
correspondence with the King. According to the Queen’s letter by Find, nil that 
Theodore had to do was to send to Massowah to fetch the presents. I do not see how 
the King is to know of Colonel Merewether’s presence at Massowali, or to usk who Iu? 
is, unless tin* Colonel thrusts himself on his notice. 

It is not merely a reply to the Queen’s letter by Flad that we want, but the 
captives. The letter says the presents will lx* at Massowah to meet the captives. 

It seems to me tuat Colonel Merewether’s suggestions only tend to complicate 
matters; but so much seems to have passed in conversation, of which there is no record, 
that they may, for anything I know, lx* all right. 

October 29, 1866. E. IIAMMOND. 


No. 492. 

Mr. Hammond to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sh\ Foreign Office , October 29, 1866. 

I AM directed by Ix>rd Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tho 
27th instant, and to inform yoq in reply, that Mr. G. Lenox-Conynghain, Chief Clerk 
of this Office, lias been authorized to issue to you the sum of 360/., lx*ing the remaining 
ball ot the quarter’s salary, which has been sanctioned to lx? paid in advance to tho 
w orkpeople proceeding to Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


0 M 


[73] 



















410 


l 


No. 493. 


Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 30.) 


(No. 88. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, October 19, 18G6. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that Mr. Find arrived at 
Alexandria yesterday, the 18th instant, and, being unable to obtain pratique, proceeded 
immediately by the quarantine train to Suez, en route to Alien. 

I saw Mr. Find for a few moments before leaving the ship, and ascertained from 
him that nil his arrangements wore complete, and that I could bo of no immediate 
service to him ; but, at his request, I have applied to the Egyptian Government for a 
letter to the Governor of Massowab, desiring him to render any assistance in his power 
that Mr. Find may require for bis future proceedings, and I hope to be able to send 
this letter to the (rare of the Acting Political Resident at Aden by the next Indian 
Mail. 

I have, Ac. 


(Signed) EDWP. STANTON. 


' No. 494. 

Mr. Hamilton to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 30.) 

Treasury Chambers , October 30, 1806. 

MR. HAMILTON presents bis compliments to Mr. Hammond, and will feel obliged 
if ho will cause the documents mentioned over-leaf, and which are required for the 
examination of the accounts connected with Mr. llassam's Mission, to lx? forwarded to 
this Office. 


Required for examination of India Office claims in connection with Mr. llassam’s 
Mission to Abyssinia:— 

Ineiosures of letters from the India Office to the Foreign Offiee dated 12th January, 
23rd February, 9th March, and 21th March, 1860 (returned to the India Offiee). 
letters from the Foreign Office to the Treasury, dated 29th January and 1th April, 
1866. 


No. 195. 

Mr. Hammond to Lieutenant-Colonel Mcreuether. 

My dear Sir, Foreign Office , October 31, 1866. 

1 HAVE shown Lord Stanley your letter of the 27th instant. He is glad to hoar 
that the armigomente for the dispatch of the nrrapttfs and Mr. Talbot and his party 
are so advanced, and that they will Is* shortly followed by yourself. 

Lord Stanley d<M*s not understand that any special instructions arc required for the 
guidance of your conduct m this matter. 

According to present arrangements, as set forth in the letter from the Queen to 
King Theodore, of which Mr. Flad is the bearer, the presents are to Ik* lodged at 
Massowab to await the arrival at that place of the captives, against whom they are to 
he exchanged. If you should Ik* of opinion that it would Ik* advisable that you should 
also remain at Massownh, as being thereby better enabled to communicate with the 
captives and Mr. Find ; and if you should 1 m* willing to stay there. Lord Stanley would 
ghully avail himself of vour services in that respect. 

Rut he does not think it necessary or desirable that you should be furnished with a 
further letter from the Queen to King’Theodore, or that you should attempt to open any 
direct communication w ith the King. In fact, Lord Stanley considers that it would l>e 
Iwttcr that your presence at Massowab were not made known to the King, for if he was 
made aware that another agent and another Royal letter were at hand, lie would uot 
unnaturally lx* tempted to defer the release of the prison *rs until ho had ascertained 
what that agent had to say, and what Her Majesty might have w ritten in the letter. 

Neither can l>ord Stanley anticipate any other reply to Her Majesty’s letter of 
which Mr. Flad is the bearer, than one which shall accompany the prisoners to the 
coast. If the prisoners arrive, the presents may l>e exchanged against them; but as 



regards Mr. Talbot and the artisans, their departure for the interior, of which no 
promise has been held out to the King, must he regulated by circumstances, and if at 
the last hour you should feel doubt as to their safety you may siuqwud their departure, 
or at all events, after stating the ease to them, leave them to decide whether they will 
go or not. You will in no case urge them to go if disinclined. 

It will be foryou to decide whether, while matters are in suspense, it might not he 
better on sanitary grounds to allow the party to remain at Aden. 

Ix>rd 8tanley desires me to take this opportiuiity of expressing to you his special 
thanks for the very great trouble you have been good enough to take in regard to these 
matters. 

Believe me, At*. 

(Sigued) E. HAMMOND. 

Minutes. 

My dear ITammond, Kits Croft , November 2, 1666. 

Your letter to Merew other quite meets the case, and agrees entirely with what 
passed between him and me. 

Ever yours, 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 

In consequence of Murray’s letter which I showed you, t sent him a copy of the 
letters to Merewetber, and this is his answer. 

E. HAMMOND. 


Consular.) 


No. 496. 

Lord Stanley to Colonel Stanlon. 


(No. 54. 

Foreign Office, November 2, 1866. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 88, Consular, of the 19th instant, and I have 
to state to you that I approve the steps which you have taken to further the objects of 
Mr. Flad’s Mission to Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 497. 

Captain Ooodfellow to Mr. Murray.—(Received November 3.) 

Dear Sir, Aden Residency , October 13, 1866. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 18th ultimo, which 
reached me yesterday. The two letters from Mr. Flad, inclosed therein, will he 
forwarded at once to Massowab lor transmission to their respective addresses. 

I remain, Ac. 

(Signed) G. It. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 498. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Merewetber to Mr. Hammond.—(Received November 3.) 

My dear Mr. ITammond, 14, St. James's Square, November 3, 1866. 

I FOUND your letter of the 31st ultimo* on my return to town yesterday, and 
have to express my best thanks for the confidence placed in inc by l/ml Stanley, as 
shown by his not giving any explicit instructions, hut leaving me to act according to 
my own judgment, ns circumstances may require. 

As far as I can tell at present, it would be decidedly advisable that I should stay 
for a time at Massowab, to watch events, collect intelligence, and to lie ready to take 
advantage of any favourable opportunity that may offer for obtaining the object in 
view—the release of the captives, and I will gladly remain there. 

M ith regard to that part of my letter of the 27th ultimof to which Ix»rd 8tnn!ey 

* No. 495. | No. 491. 
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dissents, viz., that I should be the bearer of a letter from the Queen, I would venture 
to explain that I am quite prepared to carry out Lord Stanley’s wishes as conveyed in 
your letter, and to appear as little as possible in the matter. But, at the same time, I 
would beg to observe that there is something more in my request than appears to be 
understood from the expressions used by you. 

It is just possible that the King may act at once on receipt of Her Majesty’s 
letter, sent by the hand of Mr. Find, and take measures to cause the transmission of the 
captives at once to the frontier of his Kingdom, as far as his power extends. 

At the same time it is also i>ossihle, and more probable, he will propose some 
intermediate course, to which a reply should at oneo he made. Agaiu, between Debra 
Tabor, where he now is, and Massowah, direct communication is closed by the inter¬ 
vening Province of Tigrt* being in a state of rebellion : messengers may pass to and fro, 
but no party could. It is, therefore, most likely, supposing the King wishes to release the 
captives without further delay, that he will write down to Massowah to sav that he can 
only forward them to Matemma, on the Egyptian frontier, where they will be delivered 
over. In that case, it would be most desirable that I should proceed there with the 
presents, to see that no circumstances should interfere to mar 1 he successful arrange¬ 
ment of the interchange which would then have to take place. The road to Matemma 
is entirely through friendly Egyptian territory, and I should be careful not to run any 
risk of endangering myself and those w ith me. 

Moasowah is not quite so near to London as North Wales, nor so easy to refer 
from. I therefore lagged to suggest that I should be entrusted with n letter from Uer 
Majesty, merely mentioning who l was, and that I had l>een sent to see the conditions 
of Her Majesty’s letter well carried out. This would give me the right, as well as 
proper might, to appear in ease of any opportunity offering, or of its lieing of the first 
importance that f should act at once without having to await the result of a reference, 
whereby the loss of the favourable moment might Ik* chanced. 

Having such a letter in my jiossewsion, I should be in a position to do anything 
that was required, and should not run the risk of being discredited. It may be that 1 
shall not have to use it at all; in which easel shall Ik* very happy to return it ns 
intrusted to me. 

But I should Ik* very thankful to have it in possession, aud Lord Stanley may rest 
assured I should not use it unadvisedly. It would in no way ultcr or affect tin* previous 
letter sent by Mr. Kind. It would indeed, only supplement it—being in reference to 
Her Majesty’s intentions regarding the presents, and what is expected from the King 
in return. 

Any reply from tin* King to Her Majesty’s first letter would of course Ik* forwarded 
at once to England. 

If there is likely to he much delay, Mr. Talbot and party could at any moment Ik* 
taken to Aden, and left there lbr a while. 

In conclusion, 1 )**g to 1 m* allowed to express my sincere thanks fur the gratifying 
manner in which Lord Stanley has l>ceu good enough to notice my endeavours to carry 
out his w ishes. 

Believe me, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MERF/WETI3ER. 


No. 199. 

Mr, Hammond to Lieutenant-Colonel Mereuether. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 5, 1866. 

I II YVE laid liefore Lord Stanley your letter of the 3rd instant, and In* directs 
me to acquaint you that he coutinues to Ik* of opinion that it would not be expedient 
tlmt you should Is* tin* bearer of a letter from the Queen to King Theinlore. 

It is difficult to provide beforehand for every contingency that may possibly occur, 
or to give you precise and definite directions by which to shape your conduct. 

According to the arrangement specified iu the Queen’s letter, of which Mr. Flad 
is the lienrer, the present* art* only to Ik* placed in Hu* hands of the King’s messengers 
on the delivery of the prisoners at Massowah. You seem to anticipate that the King 
may demur to this arrangement, and, pleading his inability either to send the prisoners 
to Massowah or to convey the presents back from that place, may offer to effect the 
exchange of the prisoners for the presents at Mateidn a; where the prisoners would be 
iu safety, being beyond this Abyssinian territory. 
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Lord Stanley understands that, with reference to this contingency, you think it 
desirable that yon should be authorized to convey the presents to Matemma, and then* 
make them over to the* King’s officers in exchange for the captives. 

Lord Stanley will not withhold from you this authority, on the distinct under¬ 
standing, however, that you do not put yourself or any other Europeans in the power of 
the King, unless the prisoners are safely delivered to your keeping, at some place out of 
the Abyssinian territory’, where they are secure from anv further attempt which might 
be made on the part of the King’s troops again to seize tlicm. 

For obvious reasons, it is undesirable that any suggestion should Ik* made by you 
to the King inconsistent with the terms of the Queen’s letter sent by Mr. Flad, or with 
the Memorandum which Lord Stanley gave to Mr. Flad on his departure, of which I 
inclose copies for your information and guidance. 

It would clearly 1 m* imprudent to suggest a new arrangement till the fate of that 
already explained to the King is ascertained, or without a morel certainty that any such 
new arraugement w ill secure the release of the prisoners. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 500. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Hammond.—{Received November 8.) 

Sir, November 5, 1866. 

1 DAVE the honour to report tlmt Air. Talbot with the work-people and presents 
intended for the King of Abyssinia, left Southampton yesterday. 

I have to submit the accompanying Memorandum, showing the expenditure 
incurred in collecting and desjiatehing the al>ove. 

1 regret exceedingly to have to state, tlmt owing to unavoidable circumstances the 
cost of the machinery has exceeded the estimate originally formed. That estimate was 
necessarily hypothetical to a more than usual extent, being based on the general cost of 
such articles as worked and applied in England. The machinery made for the King of 
Abyssinia lwing required of such form as would allow of its being readily carried into 
the interior of a country, where no regular reads exist, mountains have to lie crossed, 
and nothing hut pack-carriage available, had to be constructed csjiecially for the 
occasion, and the full cost only Im'culuu know n on its completion. It w as also of great 
importance it should lie got read) with the least possible delay, and 1 was continually 
urging its being speedily finished. This of course added to the cost. The machinery 
was only completed last week, and bad to be packed immediately to reach Southampton 
in time to Ik* hooked by the steamer leaving on the Itli instant. The accounts were 
only made out and delivered to me on Saturday. Could they have been prepared and 
submitted to me before the articles had Ik*<*u dispatched, 1 might have caused some 
portion to have Ikvh taken out and left behind. But that would have destroyed the 
completeness of the set, which would scarcely have Ikmui worth while for so small 
a saving. As they have Ihsmi dispatched they an* most perfect, and should it so 
happen that they an* not sent up to the King of Abyssinia, all the articles, especially 
the 12-horse power engine, which is made on an entirely new principle to allow of easy 
portability, could Ik* sold for their full value. The engine was designed and made in 
the establishment of Messrs. Easton, Amos, and Anderson, Southwark, and neither t 

pains nor trouble were spared by them in preparing the machinery in the best style 
and by the earliest date possible. Part of the time double men were engaged to push 
on the work. Mr. Talbot has been most constant in bis attendance while the 
machinery was being got ready, from the very commencement, only leaving the works 
once fora few days to hid good-bve to his friends iu Ireland. 

The remainder of the expenditure, w hich was better under control was kept well 
within the aggregate of the other items. 

Inclosed also are the original agreements entered into with Mr. Talbot and the 
workpeople. It w ill Ik? observed that there is an addition at the end of each, which 1 
•found it necessary to make, and which l hope will be approved. It shows more com¬ 
pletely how ami w hen the agreement is to cense in erase of the party not going up into 
Abyssinia—was satisfactory to the workpeople—and tin* extra expense incurred under 
it w ill Ik* easily met by the sale of the presents, which in that case would be no longer 
required. 

I Imve, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 

[73] 5 N 
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p 8 ;—A portion of the package* containing some of the machinery could not be 
•hiprx-d in the “ MaariKa” on the 3rd instant. They will follow by the Pm on the 12 th 
The freight on these not being known yet, most be accounted for afterward*. It will 

not be much. W L M 


Minutes. 


Account to be examined and reported on by the Chief Clerk. 
November 8 , 1866 


E. HAMMOND. 


Colonel More wether’s account cannot be examined or pass'd without the vouchers 
The point now to lx* settled is the payment to Colonel Merewether of the sum of 
1 , 049 /. 13 ,. 3 d. which he has expended over and above the sum which has been 

*"K?two sums together make an aggregate exceeding the estimate formed at the 

outset and agreed to by the Treasury by 389/. 13#. 3d. 

The reason of the excess is explained in Colonel Merewether s letter of tin 5th of 
November, and I conclude should be allowed ; but lieforo allowing it, I wish to ask 

Lord Stanley’s sanction. * , , ., 

Colonel Merewether must hereafter supply the vouchers; until that is done, the 

account cannot lie finally closed. _ 

November 8, 1866. E - HAMMOND. 


It must be allowed. 


STANLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 500. 

Memorandum. 

£ t. d. £ «. 

Expended in purchase of present*, freight of ditto. a* shown by 

accompnming bills— 1A - 

a. Marshall and Snellgrove .. • • * * a a 0 

b. Negret ti and Zarnba .. .. • • * • , * .. 

e. Madame Temple .. • • • • **«.»« n 

if. Watson. Bontor, and Co. .. •• *• ^ - 

t. John ('ruaaler and Sou* •• •• •* JJ *1 n 

/. Mappin and .. ,51 ? 

g. Garden and Son .. •• •• ^ 

A. Freight on package*, os per Peninsulur aud Oriental 

Company 1 , bill. 50 6 5 <39 5 

Quarter, salary paid to Mr. Talbot and six workmen .. • • 720 0 

Equipment money to ditto— 

To Mr. Talbot, superintendent .. • • • • JJ 

Mr. Morris, 1st assistant .. J J ® 

Five workmen, 30/. each .. • • • ‘ glO 0 

Paid nn.wgc to Stic* for Mr. Tft'bot sod parly _ A A 

Two firrt-rloM.* Uoket. (30/. each).® 

Five second-class ticket* v,19f. eaeh) .. .. .. 90 U u 

Transit through Egypt— n n 

Two ft-*t class (4/. \(\». each) .. .. 

Five second-class (2f. 5*. each) .. .. 5 

Paid Mr. Talbot for hotel expense, iu Egypt— _ . 

Twofin,t.cW(10/.eaoh). 2 J J ® 

Five second-class •• •• •• ■» 5 u ^ q 

Cost of machinery a. per bill* from Meaara. Eaaton and Amos— .. 2,050 S 

tP*id to Mr. Talbot in advance on account of small articles, instruments, ^ 

.. *c. to accompany mach.iienr • • • • .. ** ** ino in 


60 0 0 
95 0 0 

9 0 0 
11 5 0 


175 5 0 


Freight on packages to Sue*, as per Thomas Hall s bills 


Grand total 


109 18 11 
3.889 18 3 


* The-e tickets handed over to Mr. Talbot.—W.L.M. 1 . . v_ 

t Thi. w ill be accounted for bv item. hereafter, Mr. Talbot having the blla. A portion wa* unexpected by 

him.—W.L M. 
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Received rrnon 

THE 

Fobeigx Office. 








£ 

i. 

d. 

First advance on account of machinery 

• • 

, # 

• • 

.. 500 

0 

0 

Second ditto ditto 

• • 

• • 

• • 

.. 50 

0 

0 

First ditto equipment 

• • 

• • 

• • 

.. 280 

0 

0 

Second ditto ditto 

• • 

• • 

, # 

.. 20 

0 

0 

Advance on account of presents .. 

• • 


, # 

.. -450 

0 

0 

Ditto ditto passage monev 

• • 

• • 

m • 

.. 220 

5 

0 

r ir~t advance cn account of quarter's salary 

• • 

% . 

.. 360 

0 

0 

Second ditto ditto 

• • 

• • 

•• 

.. 360 

0 

0 

Total 

• • 

• • 

m • 

... 2,240 

5 

0 

Balance to be paid .. 

•• 

•• 

•• 

.. 1,649 

13 

3 





£ 

« 

d. 

Original estimate of total expenditure 

. , 

9 . 

, , 

.. 3.500 

0 

0 

Excess over estimate 

•• 

•• 

•• 

.. 389 

18 

3 

Total 

•• 

•• 

• • 

.. 3,889 

18 

3 





£ 

f. 

d. 

Original estimate of cost of machinery 


• • 


.. 1,500 

0 

0 

Actual cost .. .. ,, 

•• 

•• 

• • 

.. 2,050 

8 

7 

Excess over estimate 

• • 

, # 

• • 

.. 550 

8 

7 


(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER, Lieutenant-Colonel. 
[See Amended Account, No. 501.] 


Inclosure 2 in No. 500. 

Agreements. 

Copy of agreement entered into by Matthew Edward Talbot, Esquire, on the one hand, 
and William Lockyer Merewether, Lieutenant-Colonel in Her Majesty’s Bombay 
Staff Corps, Resident at Aden, &<\, on the other, to the effect that the nltove- 
named Matthew Edward Talbot agrees to forward to Abyssinia, with machinery 
presented by Her Majesty to the Emperor Theodoras, and there to enter the 
service of, and work for, the said Emperor, under the following stipulations:— 

THAT the engagement shall l>o for three years, renewable at the pleasure of the 
Emperor, and the said Matthew' Edward Tallntt, but then on terms to be agreed on 
between them. That the salary of the said Matthew Edward Talbot during this 
first engagement shall 1 *' (1,090/.) one thousand pounds per annum, to Ik* paid by the 
Emperor Theodoras, except in so far as is below notified ; and that the said Matthew 
Edward Talbot shall take with him certain artificers as agreed to between him, the said 
Matthew Edward Talbot, and the said William Lockyer Merewether, at salaries so 
arranged, that the aggregate, including that of the said Matthew' Edward Talbot does 
not exceed the sum of (2,880/.) two thousand eight hundred and eighty pounds 
annually. 

The salary to commence from date of engagement. 

The exceptions are— 

1 . That salary up to the time of reaching the Emperor’* camp, equal to about one 
quarter, shall lx* paid to the said Matthew Edward Talbot, and those proceeding with 
him, by Her Majesty’s Government, as compensation for the time expended in reaching 
the Emperor's camp. 

2 . That in the event of death, or of sickness, contracted from badness of climate, 
compelling return to England, and the Emperor failing to act up to the engagement, 
the amount of the three years’ salary remaining uiquiid to the said Matthew 
Edward Talbot, or those proceeding with him shall be guaranteed and paid by 
Her Majesty’s Government to the appointed heirs or assigns of each or all in the first 
instance or to themselves, or to persona accredited by themselves in the second. 

Further it is agreed that the powage of the said Matthew Edward Talbot, and 
those proceeding with him, from England to Massowah.tbe port of Abyssinia, shall bo 
paid by Her Majesty’s Government, and a suitable sum given as outfit money to each, 
via. ( 100 /.) one hundred pounds to the said Matthew Edward Talbot, and (30/.) thirty 
pounds to each of the others. 

On the faith of the above agreement and guarantee the said Matthew Edward 
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Talbot, and others with him, proceed to Abyssinia, to enter the service of, and to work 
under, the Emperor, entirely of their own free will, and by their own desire. 

London, August 16, 1866. 

(Signed) W. I*. MEREWETHER, Lieutenant-Colonel, Resident , Aden. 
MATIfEW B. TALBOT. 

Witnes present:— 

(Signed) C. II. Moberlt. 

It is understood that if the said Matthew Edward Talbot should not proceed to 
Abyssinia, and should not enter into the Emperor s sen ice, this agreement should have 
no effect, but pay and expenses in returning to In* paid up to the date of re-arrival 
in England, no unneei'ssarv delay taking place on either juirt. * 

(Signed) W. L. M ERE WETHER, Lieutenant-Colonel, Resident , Aden. 


Agreement entered into by John Brampton on the one hand, and William 

Loekyer Merewether, Companion of the Bath, Lieutenant Colonel in Her Majesty's 

Bombay Stair Corps, Resident at Aden, &c., on the other, to the effect that the 

said John Brampton will proceed to Abyssinia, there to enter the service of, and 

work for, the EmjKTor Theodorus, under the following stipulations:— 

Til AT the engagement shall Ik* for (3) years, renewable at tl.e pleasure of the 
Emperor, and the said John Brampton; hut there on terms to bo agreed between them 
only. 

That the salary of the said John Brampton, during thin engagement for three 
years shall Is* 3(H)/. per annum, to he paid by the Emperor Theodorus, except iu so far 
as is ltclow notified. 

The salary to commence from date of engagement. 

The exceptions are — 

1. That salary up to the time of reaching the Emperor** camp, equal to about one 
quarter shall l>o paid to the said John Brampton as compensation for the time 
expended en route. 

2. That in the event of the Emjx'ror, in consequence of the death or sickness of 
the said John Brampton, failing to act up to the engagement, the amount of the three 
years’ salary remaining unpaid to the said John Brampton is guaranteed, and shall be 
paid in England to the appointed heirs or authorized representatives of the said 
John Brampton. 

Further, passage-money from England to Massownh, the jx>rt of Abyssinia, shall 
be paid for the said John Brampton, and a sum of money amounting to *30/. given to 
him for outfit. 

On the faith of the alvovc agreement and guarantee, the said John Brampton 
proceeds to Abyssinia to enter the service of, and to work under, the Emperor 
Theodorus, and in so doing he nets entirely of lus own fnv will, and by his own 
desire. 

It is understood that if the said John Brampton should not proceed to Abyssinia, 
nml should not outer into the Empeyor’s service, this agreement shall have no effect. 
But pay, and expenses in returning to l>c paid up to date of re-arrival in England; 
no unnecessary delay taking place on either part. 

London, September 15, 1866. 

(Signed) JOHN BEAMPTON. 

W. L. M KBEWETHER, Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Agreement entered into by Richard Joy on the one hand, and William I<oekyer 
Merewether, Companion of the Bath, Lieutenant-Colonel in Her Majesty* Bombay 
Staff Corps, Resident at Adcu, Ac., on the other, to the effect that the said 
Richard Joy will proof'd to Abyssinia, there to enter Die service of and work for 
the Emperor Theodorus, under the following stipulations:— 

THAT the engagement shall lie for three years, renewable at the pleasure of the 
Emperor and the said Richard Joy, but then on terms to he agreed between them 
only. 

That the salary of the said Richard Joy during this engagement for tluce years 
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shall be 270/. per annum, to lie paid by the Emperor Theodorus, except in so far as U 
below notified :— 

The salary to commence from date of engagement. 

The exceptions are:— 

1st That salary up to the time of reaching the Emperor's camp eaual to about 
onp quarter should be paid to the said Richard Joy as compensation for the time 
expended en route. 

2nd. That in the event of the Emperor, in consequence of the death or sickness of 
the said Richard Joy, failing to act up to the engagement, the amount of the three 
years’ salary remaining unpaid to the said Richard Joy u guaranteed, and shall Is' paid 
in England* to the appointed heirs or authorised representatives of the said Richard 
Joy. 

Further, |*asage~money from England to Massowah, the port of Abyssinia, shall 
be paid for the said Richard Joy, and a sum of money amounting to 80/. given to him 
for outfit. 

On the faith of the above agreement and guarantee, the said Richard Joy proceeds 
to Abyssinia to enter the service of, and to work under, the Em(x*mr Theodorus, and in 
so doing he acts entirely of his own free will and by his own dosin'. 

Tt is understood that if the said Richard Joy should not proceed to Abyssinia, an/1 
should not /‘liter into the Emperor’s service, this Agreement shall have no efF/rf. But 
pay and expenses in returning to he paid up to date of re-arrival in England; no 
unnoeesary delay taking place on either part. 

London , September 21. 1866. 

(Signed) RICHARD JOY. 

W. L. MEREWETHER, Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Agreement entered into by William James Lower on the one hand, and William 

Locker Merewether, Companion of tin* Hath, Lieutenant-Colonel in Her Maiesty’s 

Bombay Staff Corps, Resident at Aden, &c., on the other, to the effect that 

the said William James Lewcr will proceed to Abyssinia, thereto enter the service 

of and work for the Emperor Theodorus, under the following stipulations:— 

THAT the engagement shall be for three years, renewable at the pleasure of the 
Emperor and the said William James Lower, but then on terms to he agreed between 
them only. 

That the salary of the said William James Lower during this engagement for three 
years shall lx* 270/. per annum, to lx* paid by the Emperor Theodorus, except in so far 
as is below notified. 

The salary to commence from date of engagement. 

The exceptions are:— 

1st. That salary, up to the time of reaching the Emjx»ror*s comp, equal to about 
one quarter, shall lx* paid to the said William James Lower, as compensation for the 
time expended en route. 

2 nu. That in the event of the Emjx'ror, in consequence of the death or sickness of 
the said William James Lower failing to act up to the engagement, the amount of the 
three years* salary remaining unpaid to the said William James Lewcr is guaranteed, 
and shall lx* paid in England to the appointed heirs or authorized representatives of the 
said William Jamt's Lew cr. 

Further, passage-money from England to Mnssowah, the port of Abyssinia, shall 
be paid for the said William James Lewcr, and a sum of money, amounting to 30/., 
given to him for outfit. 

On the faith of the above agreement ami guarantee the said William James Ixswer 
proceeds to Abyssinia, to enter the service of ami to work under the Emperor 
Theodorus, and in so doing he acts entirely of his own free will and by his own desire. 

It is understood that if the said William James Lewcr should not proceed to 
Abyssinia, and should not enter into the K mpemr ’a service, this Agreement shall have 
no effect. But pay and expenses in n ‘turnBko lx* paid up to date of re-arrival iu 
England. No unnecessary delay taking placiflv either part. 

London, September 22, 1866. 

(Signed) WILLIAM JAMES LEWER. 

W. L. MEREWETHER, Lieutenant-Colonel. 


fi 0 


173] 














418 


Agreement entered into hy George Carr on the one hand, and William Lockyer 
Merewether, Companion of the Bath, Lieutenant-Colonel in Her Majesty’s 
Bombay Staff Corps, Resident at Aden, &e., on the other, to the effect that 
the said George Carr Hill proceed to Abyssinia, there to enter the service of, and 
work for the Emperor Theodoras, under the following stipulations :— 

THAT the engagement shall Ik* for three years, renewable at the pleasure of the 
Emperor and the said George Carr, hut then on terms to Ik* agreed between them 
only. 

That the salary of the said George Carr during this engagement for three years 
shall Is- 800/. per annum, to Ik* paid by the Emperor Theodoras, except in so far as is 
below notified. 

The salary to commence from date of engagement. 

The exceptions are.:— 

1st. That salary up to the time of reaching the Emperor's camp, equal to about 
one quarter, shall he paid to the said George Carr as compensation for the time 
expended m route. 

2 nd. That in the event of the Emperor, in consequence of the death or sickness of 
the said George Carr, failing to act up to the engagement, the amount of the three 
years’ salary remaining unpaid to the said George Carr is guaranteed, and shall be 
paid in England to the apjiointed heirs or authorised representatives of the said 
George Carr. 

Kurt her, passage-money from England to Massowah, the port of Abyssinia, shall 
h<* paid for the said George Carr, and n sum of money, amounting to 30/., given to him 
for outfit. 

On the faith of the above agreement and guarantee, the said George* Can* proceeds 
to Abyssinia to enter the service of, and to work under the EmjxTor Theodoras, and in 
no doing he acts entirely of his own free will and by his own desire. 

ft is understood that if the said George Carr should not proceed to Abyssinia, and 
should not enter into the Emperor's service, this Agreement shall have no effect. But 
pay, and expense* In returning, to 1 m* paid up to date of re-arrival in England; no 
unnecessary delay taking place on either part. 

London, September 25, 1868. 

(Signed) GEO. CARR. 

W. L. MEREWETJIER. 


Agreement entered into by John Charles Morris on the one hand, and William Lockyer 

Merewether, Companion of the Bath, Lieutenant-Colonel in Her Majesty’s Bombay 

Staff Corps, Resident at Aden, Ac., on the other, to the effect that the said John 

Charles Morris will proceed to Abyssinia, there to enter the service of, and work 

for, the Emperor Theodoras, under the following stipulations :— 

THAT the engagement shall he for three years, renewable at the pleasure of the 
Emperor and the said John Charles Morris, but then on terms to l>c agreed between 
them only. 

That the salary of the said John Charles Morris during this engagement for three 
years shall In* 500/. per annum, to be paid by tin* Emperor Theodoras, except in so far 
ns is below notified :— 

The salary to commence from date of eng agement. 

The exceptions are: 

1st. That salary up to the time of reaching the Emperor’s camp, equal to about 
one quarter, shall Ik* paid to the sa ; d John Charles Morris as compensation for the time 
expended m route. 

2nd. That in the event of tin* Emperor, in consequence of the death or sickness of 
the said John Charles Morris failing to act up to the engagement, the amount of the 
three years' salary remaining unpaid to the said John Charles Morris is guaranteed, and 
shall In* paid in England to the npiKnn^d heirs or authorised representatives of the said 
John Charles Morris. 

Further, passage-money IVom England to Massowah, the port of Abyssinia, shall 
lie paid for the said John Charles Morris, and a sum of money, amounting to CO/., given 
to him for outfit. 

On the faith of the above agreement and guarantee, the said John Charles Morris 
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proceeds to Abyssinia to enter the service of, and to work under, the Emperor Theodoras, 
and in so doing he acts entirely of his own free will and by Ins own desire. 

It is understood that if the said Johu Charles Moms should not proceed to 
Abyssinia, and should not enter into the Emperor’s service, this agreement shall have 
no effect. But pay, and expenses in returning, to Ik* paid up to date of re-amval m 
England; no unnecessary delay taking place on either part. 

London, Octater 8, .866 JOHN CHARLES MORRIS. 

W. L. MEREWETHER, Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Agreement entered into by Charles Bowers on the one hand, and M dharn Lockyer 
° Merewether, Companion of the Rath, Lieutenant-Colonel m Her Majesty s 
Bombay Staff Cons, Resident at Aden, Ac., on the other, to the effect that 
the said Charles Bowers will proceed to Abyssinia, then* to enter the service of and 
w ork for the Emperor Theodoras, under the follow ing stipulations 

THAT the engagement shall lx* for three years, renewable at the pleasure of the 
Emperor and the said Charles Bowers, hut then on terms to Ik* agreed between them 

<>n1 ' That the salary of the said Charles Bowers during this engagement for three years 
shall Ik* 300/. per annum, to Ik* paid by the Emperor Theodoras, except m so far as is 
below' notified. 

The solar} to commence from date of engagement. 

The exceptions are:— . _ , . . , . 

1 st. That salary up to the time of reaching the Emperors camp, equal to about 
one quarter, shall lx* paid to the said Charles Bowers, as compensation for the time 

* XPC 2nd. That in the event of the Emperor, in consequence of the death or sickness of 
the said Charles Bowers failing to act up to the engagement, the amount of the three 
years’ salary remaining unpaid to the said Charles Bowers is guaranteed, and shall be 
paid in England to the appointed heirs or authorized representatives of the said Charles 

Charles Bowers. „ , . . „ 

Further, passage-money from England to Massowah, the port ol Abyssinia, shall 

lx* paid for the said Charles'Bowers; ami a sum of money, amounting to 30/., given to 

him for outfit. , _ 

On the faith of the above agreement and guarantee, the said Charles Bowers 

proceeds to Abyssinia, to enter the service of and to work under the Emperor 
Theodoras, and in so doing he acts entirely of his own freewill and by lus own 

dC8lI It is understood that if the said Charles Bowers should not proceed to Abyssinia, 
and should not enter into the Emperor's sen-ice, this Agreement shall have no effect. 
But pay and expenses in returning to Ik* paid up to date of re-arrival in England; no 
unnecessary delay taking place on either part. 

London, October 12, 1HG 6 . 

(Signed) CHARLES BOM ERS. 

W. L. MEREWETHER, Lieutenant-Colonel. 


No. 601. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Hammond.—{Received November 9.) 

gj r London, November 9, 18G(i. 

WITH reference to my letter to you of the 6 th instant,® I have the honour to 
inclose to you herewith an amended account (accompanied by vouchers 1 , 6 , and 8 ,) 
amounting to 3,899/. 18#. 3 d., being my expenditure incurred in preparing and 
dispatching presents, workpeople, and machinery, intended for the Emperor of 
Abyssinia ; and I have to request that you will lay the same beforei Lord Manley, and 
move his Lordship to give directions that the balance of 1,069/. 13s. 3d. may lx* paid 

t0 D1 I regret that the vouchers are not so complete as they ought to be, hut I will take 


• No. 500. 
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carp that those wanting, via., vouchers 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7, shall be forwarded to you as 
soon as possible after my arrival at Suez. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure in No. 501. 


Colonel Merewktjikk in Account with Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs. 


Dm*. 
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Fm 

Sept. 25 

Amount received from the Chi*f Clerk 

280 

0 

0 

Coot of presents and freight .. 


439 

5 

9 

Oct. 10 

Ditto 

ditto .. 

500 

0 

0 

Quarter’s salary paid to Mr. Talbot 





.. 2" 

Ditto 

ditto .. 

1.100 

5 

0 

and aii nurViiicn .. .. ., 


720 

0 

0 

Nov. 2 

Ditto 

ditto 

300 

0 

0 

Equipment money to ditto .. 


310 

0 

0 







Pnuf In Sum for Mr. Talbot sod 











ait men .. . 

4 

175 

& 

0 







Hotel mpcii.r* in Egrpt for ditto .. 

5 

43 

0 

0 







Coat of machinery, at per hills an. 











Wild . 

0 

2,030 

8 

7 







Paid to 31 r. Tallwit, in advance, on 











account of small article*, luatru. 











merits, he. to accompany mu. 











chincry .. .. .. 

7 

50 

0 

0 


Balance ,. 


1,659 

13 

3 

Freight on machinery. 

8 

109 

18 

11 




5.899 

18 

3 



3,891 

18 

3 


Foreign Office, November 5, 18GG. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETIIER, Lieutenant-Colonel , 

Resident at Aden. 


Minute. 

The Chief Clerk may pay the balance due to Colonel Merewether, on his account 
rendered November 5, viz., 1,010/ 13*. 3d. The vouchers omitted to he supplied 
hereafter. 

November 8 , 18GG. E. 11. 


No. 502. 

Captain (ioodfellow to Lord Stanley.—(Recnved November 13.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, October 25, 1866.. 

1 HAN E the honour to rejiort, for your Lordship’s information, that Mr. Flad 
arrived here fids morning, and informed me that, in consequence of certain packages of 
his baggage, containing articles purchased by him for tin* King of Abyssinia whilst in 
England, not having come out with him, he considered it advisable to await their 
arrival by the next mail, seven days hence, Iteforc proceeding toMassownh. I informed 
him that I was of opinion that it would lie a pity to waste any further time, and that 1 
considered his reaching Massowah as soon as jxissible was of the utnuwt imjKirtance, 
even without the articles lie enumerated, as they were certain to arrive by the steamer 
expected on the 2nd proximo, by which date the “ Victoria ” could take him to 
Massowah, and return for the package in question ; that, hv his proceeding to 
Massowah at once, he could, if not able to prweed up country immediately, write and 
inform the King of his arrival; and that, if even an opportunity should occur for his 
taking the journey himself, he could not expect to start foam Massowah for some days 
after arrival, owing to the difficulty of procuring carriage, &e., for his luggage at that 
place; and that, therefore, under any circumstances, his immediate dejxirture hence 
could not hut be of the greatest advantage, cither in the matter of assuring the King 
that he had actually returned, and that everythiug that \va3 required had been carried 
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out during his absence in England, or else to enable him to make preparations for 
immediate departure on the arrival of the “ Victoria ” with the cast's seven thiys after 
his arrival at Massowah. 

2nd. I am glad to be able to state that he has decided on leaving at once, and 
Her Majesty's Ship “ Victoria” will put to sea, consequently, to-morrow morning for 
Massowah, to convey him thither, and to return to make the subsequent trip to Suez, 
touching at Massowah en route , as soon as possible after the 2nd proximo. 

3rd. I regret tliat I should not have lieen able to let her leave this earlier, hut 
Mr. Flad informs me he requires a number of articles, such ns provisions, cooking 
utensils, bedding and camp equipage, and furniture, before taking his departure. These 
are not procurable at once, and time is lost in collecting them. I, however, hope to 
have all his requirements supplied liefore noon to-morrow, when Her Majesty’s Ship 
« Victoria ” will leave this. I take the op|iortunity also or forwarding 2,500 dollars to 
M. Munzinger, in charge of the British Consulate, to defray any expenses that may 
arise, and I trust that niv proceedings may meet with your Lordship’s approval. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 503. 

Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

8ir f Foreign Office, November 14, 1866. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence regarding the service on which 
Colonel Merewether has been employed by Lord Stanley, I am directed by his 
Lordship to transmit to you, to lie ‘laid Ix'fore the Jaords Commissioners ot Her 
Maj<*sty’s Treasury, copies of letters from Colonel Merewether relating to the expenses 
incurred by him in the purchase of the presents destined for the King of Abyssinia, and 
in forwarding those presents from this country.* 

The Lords of the Treasury will perceive from these papers that the expenditure 
thus incurred by Colonel Merewether, and which amounts to the sum of 3,899/. 18*. 3d., 
has exceeded the estimate framed at the outset, and sanctioned by their lordships, by 
the siim of 399/. 18*. 3d., and that Colonel Merewether explains that this excess has 
been occasional by the circumstances of the case, which rendered it necessary that the 
princifial portion of tin* pn*s<‘nts should lie prepared with unusual H|>ced, and in a form 
which involved additional expense in construction. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 

No. 504. 

Lord Stanley to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 

My Lords, Foreign Office , November 14, 1866. 

WITH reference to the letters from this Office to the Treasury of the 15th of 
November, 1865,t and of this date, I have to state to you that a further sum of 1,300/. 
is required towards defraying the exjienses connected with the release of the Abyssinian 
captives. 

1 have therefore to request that your Lordships will give the necessary directions 
for the Issue of that sum to Mr. Lenox-Conynglmm, Chief Clerk of this Office, for 
the above-mentioued purpose. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 
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No. 505. 

Mr. Cole to Mr. Conyngham.—(Received November 16.) 

Dear Conyngham, November 16, 1866. 

WE have a letter from the Foreign Office asking for payment to you of 1,3001. on 
account of expenses in connection with the Abyssinian captives. Am I right in 
supposing it is lor advances to Colonel Mere wether? Excuse my bothering you; but 
notning is said in the letter as to the special object. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES H. COLE. 

- f - 

No. 506. 

Mr. Conyngham to Mr. Cole. 

Dear Cole, Foreign Office, November 16, 1866- 

THE 1,300/. asked for lias no special reference to Colonel Merewether, but is to 
recoup (what a ** beastly** word) the General Account of Expenditure for the Abyssinian 
captives, in which General Account, however, is included the payments made by me 
spraially to Colonel Merewether out of the 3,500/. which the Office received from the 
Treasury towards meeting the special expenditure of the said Colonel. 

The inclosed Memorandum (send it back to me) of Ex]>enditure and Receipt will 
show you that there will be still due to the account the sum of 2/. 10*. 8 d. % after we 
shall fiave received from you the sum of 1,300/. now asked for. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) O. LENOX-CONYNGHAM. 


No. 507. 

Mr. Hunt to Mr. Hammond.—(Received November 25.) 

gj r Treasury Chambers , November 24, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to acquaint 
you, for the information of Lord Stanley, with reference to his Lordship's letter of the 
14th instant, that they have directed the Paymaster-General to issue to Mr. Conyngham 
the further sum of 1,3001. towards the expenses of the release of the British captives in 
Abyssinia; and I am to state that my Lords will not object to the increased expen¬ 
diture incurred by Colonel Merewether on this service, viz., 389/. 18s. 3d. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) GEORGE WARD HUNT. 


No. 508. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 28.) 

(No. 89. Consular.) 

My lord, Cairo. November 14, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship a desjwtch from the 
Acting Political Resident at Aden, with its inelosures, which has just reached me under 
flying seal, and which contains intelligence from Mr. Raasam up to the 17th of 
September. 

At that date Mr. Rassam and his nartv, as well as Consul Cameron and the other 
captives, were confined, strictly guarded, and with chains on their legs at Mngdala, but 
otherwise ap]>cnr to have been well treated, and are reported to be in goixl health. 

The King professes always the most friendly sentiments towards Mr. Rassam, hut 
appears, or pretends, to believe that Her Majesty's Government have hostile intentions 
against him, and an* merely waitiug till the prisoners are safe out of his country to 
commence hostilities. 

Mr . Rassam’* dispatches were brought from Massowah to A-icpi by Her Majesty’s 
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ship 44 Victoria,” which had conveyed Mr. Flad to that port; but your Lordship will 
perceive from Captain GoodfeHow's despatch, that Mr. Flad anticipates considerable 
difficulty in reaching the King’s camp, as the road from Mntemma to Debra Tabor is 
reported to be in the hands of the rebels, and the date of his departure appears at 
present very uncertain. 

I imagine, however, my Lord, on Colonel Merewether’s nrrivul at Massowah, many 
of the difficulties may be found to be surmountable. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWD. 8TANTON. 


No. 509. 

Captain Oood/ellow to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 28.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, November 3, 1866 1 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your Lordship's information, that Her Majesty's 
steamer “ Victoria,” after leaving this on the 25th ultimo to convey Mr. Find to Massowah, 
returned here yesterday for his luggage, and has brought a despatch and some private 
letters from Mr. Rassam and his party. 

2. The despatch-to your Lordshin't address is attached, and will thoroughly explain 
the present position of the Mission and the other Eunqieans in Abyssinia; the messengers 
that brought down these letters arrived at Massowah on the 22nil and 24th ultimo 
respectively, and they state that the King is still at Debra Tabor, but may possibly come 
to Tigre, in which case the objection that Mr. Flad has to travel through that province 
will be removed. Mr. Flad informs me also that lie cannot now proceed vift Matcmma, 
that road likewise being in the hands of the rebels; he states that if he cannot possibly 
go himself, he intends forwarding a translation of Her Majesty’s letter, with a letter 
from himself to the King, acquainting him of his own arrival and the fact of the artisans 
being on their way out; and concludes by usking my advice as to w hether in the latter 
case, instead of waiting at Massowah, he might not proceed up to Suez in the “ Victoria.” 
I have informed him that I consider that his quitting Massowah again so soon after his 
return would be extremely objectionable, and that if it is not actually possible for him 
to start very soon, either by Tigre, or vi& Matcmma for the interior, that he cannot do 
better than acquaint the King by letter with the fact of his return with an answer from 
Her Majesty the Quran; indctMl, when here I requested him to do this u* soon as 
possible if he found it impracticable to leave Massowah, so that no time might Ik* lost, 
and that Colonel Merewether might not Ik? delayed at MasHnwah unnecessarily, and it 
was w ith this objrat l persuaded him to leave this at ouce, hut impressed upon him that 
he was on no account to leave Massowah itself except for the King’s enmp. 

3. Her Majesty’s steamer '* Victoria ” will start to-morrow for Massownh and Suez, 
at which latter port she will await Colonel Mernwether’s arrival. 

4. Copies of all the letters just received have bran forwarded for Colonel Mere¬ 
wether’s information. I trust ray proceedings will be approved by your Lordship. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 510. 

Mr. Rassam to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 28.) 

My Lord,^ Mngdala , August 26, 1866, 

I REGRET to iuform your Lordship that since the middle of last month, both my 
companions, Dr. Blanc and Mr. Pridraux, and myself, liave been chained on the feet by 
order of the Emperor, on the pretence that Her Majesty's Government lias ail intention 
of sending troops to make w ar against him. 

On the 19th ultimo I w rote and apprised you of what lmd taken place since my 
letter which I dispatched to you at the end of May, but unfortunately the letter was 
seized by the rebels of Lasta, w hile the messengers were jmssing through Sokota. 

' About the beginning of June the cholera amieored among the Royal troops, while 
we were at Zegay on Lake Tsana, consequently, 11 is Majesty moved up to the mountains 
towards Debra Tabor. I had to accompany him with the w hole of my party on his 
journey up. 














Ever since the departure of Mr. Flad for England, the Emperor has been extremely 
kind and attentive, and on our arrival at Debra Tabor, on the 15th June, he took us to 
GafTat, a distance of about three miles, and located us in comfortable houses in the 
European quarter. Ill's Hajesty actually superintended the furnishing of my room, 
where he placed his temporary throne for the Rake of impressing on his people the regard 
he entertained for me. We thought we were going to lie allowed to spend the rainy 
season quietly at that place, but unhappily we were soon doomed to great disappoint¬ 
ment. The fcinperor returned to Debra Tabor as soon as he saw me comfortably settled, 
and took up tils quarters there. 

In the course of the ensuing week, he paid me two visits in my house, and he 
always spoke in gratifying terms of the respect and regard he entertained for our Queen 
and*hcr Government, and of the esteem in which he held me. 

On the 25th idem I was summoned to appear before IIis Majesty, and I was asked 
to take with me the missionaries and any other gentlemen who were with me. I accord¬ 
ingly repaired to l>*bra Tabor, and took with me Dr. Blanc, Mr. Prideaux, Consul 
Cameron, and Messrs. Stern, Rosenthal, and Kerans. All the Emjieror’s European 
arti/ans awompani«*d us thither, as they also had received orders to go. 

On arriving at the Court, we were ushered into the Royal black tent, and no sooner 
did we sit down, than the European artisans were summoned by His Majesty, and sent 
back, accompanied by four Abyssinian Chiefs, with a message for me, to the effect that 
the Emperor had heard tluvt a railroad had been laid down between Egypt and Knssala, 
for the purpose of transporting British, French, and Turkish troops thereon, for the 
purpose of invading Abyssinia. 1 assured His Majesty that there could lie no foundation 
for this rumour, ns when 1 passed through Knssala, nine months before, even the idea 
of laying a railroad was not even known there. 

Another message was then sent to me that the Emperor had heard from Jerusalem, 
that I had lavn sent to him by Her Majesty’s Government on false pretences, for the 
purpose of obtaining the release of the Europeau prisoners, and after we wen* wife out 
of tin* country, my Government would avenge the insult offered to it by the imprison¬ 
ment of the Consul. This report I did my best to prove a mischievous calumny, and I 
said that I felt confident tliat the people who sent that false report, did so for the sake 
of creating discord lietween England and Abyssinia. After this, he began to reiterate 
his grievances against Mr. Rosenthal and Captain Cameron, and ultimately began to 
send complimentary messages, saying that with regard to myself lie entertained the 
highest confidence in me, and that lie did not hold me responsible for the actions of my 
Government, hut, said he, as l»e had heard of the hostile d«»signs of my Government, 
he felt himself hound to watch my movements; and that in future 1 must live near 
him. I was told then to remain in the black tent, and he sent and fetched our luggage 
from Gaflat. 


Afterwards I obtained permission for Dr. Blanc and Mr. Rosenthal to return to 
Gnffat, the former for the purpose of attending a patient who was dangerously ill, and 
the latter for the sake of joining his wife. Soon after that I was gmnt«*d a little liberty, 
as I was allowed to go down to Gaflat to pay some visits, and I was told by His Majesty 
that he wished ine to make myself happy, and to go out whenever I felt inclined. 

On the 8rd ultimo the Enqieror went down to Gaffiit to r»m? one of his factories 
which whs reported to have fallen down. Soon afterwards he return<*d, and sent to me 
to say he wished to s|x*ak to me; as he also directed that the persons who were living 
with me iu the tent should aceompany me, I took with me Consul Cameron, and 
Messrs. Prideaux and Stem. On approaching the Royal presence I was surprised to 
find that l)r. Blanc and Mr. Rosenthal bad been arrested and brought up to Debra 
Talior. His Majesty seemed very much displeased, and licgau hv opening his old 
grievance against Captain Cameron and Messrs. 8tem and Rosenthal,and he tried very 
much to make my Government a party to the writings against him by the two latter 
gentlemen, lie then proc«*eded to talk about matters which do not concern either my 
Government or myself. 

We were then all ordered to be taken to a dark room in the Court adjoining his 
residence, and to be guarded strictly. 

After sunset His Majesty began to send me civil messages, and desired me not to 
give myself up to melancholy, as he had great friendly feelings towards me. I then 
deemed it my duty to speak to him plainly upon the injudicious course which he was 
pursuing towards me, who had come to him with a friendly letter from the British 
Queen. That his treatment of me was contrary to the friendly sentiments entertained 
bjr my Government towards him, and to the sincerity which I had always displayed. 

Soon afterwards he came himself to pay me a visit, and he brought with him some 
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wine and spirits for the sake of driukiug to our healths, lie said to me that he hoped 
I did not mind seeing him angry that afternoon, that I should look to his heart and 
not to his face, liecau.sc he esteemed me as much as ever, and as Christians \ve ought 
always to lx? ready to forgive each other. He said that he had an object in what he 
had done that day, but towards me he was always the same. 

I remained in tly* dark room with my party two days, and on the 5th we accompauu*d 
nis Majesty eastward, as he had to start with liis whole army towards this place. On 
the third day we reached Aibunkub, a distance of about thirty miles from Debra Tabor, 
His Majesty was as usual very kind and attentive, but although we travelled with him, 
and encamped near him, we were strictly guarded. 

On the 9th he sent us on to Mngdaln, on the plea that he wished to place us in a 
safe quarter for the rainy season, as he intended to march against the renels, and did 
not like to leave us in any insecure place on account of the disturbance in different jwrts 
of the country. M’e reached this place on the 12th ultimo, after a march of four days, 
and the whole time we were strictly guarded. Here wo were all placed in one room, 
and our servants were located in another adjoining ours. AVe were told that this house 
belongs to Has Eng<*da, the chief Minister. 

On the 10th idem the Chiefs of Magdala came to us with a number of chains, and 
said tliat, as the Emperor had not sent definite orders as to tin* mode of our imprisonment, 
they were obliged to lx* on the safe side by putting our feet in fetters, and so they began 
to chain my party in the following order, Mr. Kerans, Mr. Stem, Mr. Rosenthal, David 
Pietro, Consul Cameron, Mr. Prideaux, and Dr. Blanc. A ring of my fetters having 
broken while they were trying to rivet them, 1 was not chained till the following day. 
The Chiefs assured me the chains were not a sign of ill-will, ns they were certain tlieir 
master was my friend, and hoped that before many days wen* over, everything would 
1 m* all right again. His Majesty had ordered that all my servant!*, amt those of Dr. Blanc 
and Mr. Prideaux, should be allowed to come up to the fortress, hut that the rest of the 
prisoners, including Consul Cameron, should 1 m* allowed only one female domestic each, 
in accordance with the prison discipline of Magdala. Some bread and a little mead 
was only allowed to be supplied to us three. 

His Majesty had also written to the Magdala authorities, ordering them to be vciy 
civil to me, and said that although lie had sent me ns a prisoner hen*, 1 was still his 
friend; indeed, the Chiefs have done all in their power to make us comfortable. Since 
we were chained, they gave me a room to myself furnished with Royal cnrjwts, and one 
to Dr. Blanc and Mr. Prideaux. Consul Cameron and Messrs, Stern and Rosenthal 
retain the room in which we were first located, and Messrs Kerans and Pietro live with 
our Indian tenants in the same apartment. 

On the 9th instant l received a friendly letter from the Emjieror, asking after my 
health, and tliat of Dr. Blanc and Mr. Prideaux, to which l had to send him a similar 
answer. 

1 have heard from Gaflat that a lew days ago, His Majesty made a long speeeh 
ls'fore his Eurojienn arti/ans and others, in w hich lie nfiintH*d his great friendship and 
esteem for me, nut he said for the sake of my Government he had put me in elm ins, 
because he had heard from the sen-coast that they had hostile intentions tow unis him. 

EverylMKly in this country is at a loss what to make of the extraordinary conduct 
of the Emperor, because, on the one hand, he professes such great friendship towards 
my Government ami myself, and on the other, he seems to believe any story’ trumped 
up by evil-disposed persons, who do it for the sake of creating a breach lietween him 
and the British Government; and, while declaring himself my best friend, he places 
me in chains. 

He keeps uk in this country against the advice of all his best councillors. M hen lie 
appi*nlt*d to the opinion of his chief nobles, they all, w ithout any exm*ption, advised him 
to allow us to return to our country, and that lie should place implicit confidence in 
me. 

Dr. Beke, who professes to know' the rules and habits of the country, ought not to 
have come out until he knew' that l would not 1m* received, lienring ns i was Her 
Majesty’s gracious letter. His coming, and his abrupt departure, have done no gmxl 
to the prisoners in whose belialf he lmd come. 

Messrs. Roaenthnl nod McKelvie were allowed to remain at Gaflat, the former on 
account of the difficulty of travelling to this place during the rainy season, ami the latter 
on account of being laid up by sickness lM*fore our departure. Mr. Kerans ami 
McKclvey bad previously volunteered their serv ices to II in Majesty ; those of the former 
have been rejected, but tlie latter’s have been accepts!. M<*ssrH. Banlcl, Mnckerer, 
Steigers, Brandeis, Easier, and Schiller, bare also entered the Emperor’s service. 
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As I have been in want of money for current expenses, I have been compelled to 
draw upon your Lordship for 1,000 German crowns, and I trust that you will pardon 
me for having taken the libetty, on account of the difficult position I am placed in. I 
fear it w ill not lx* an easy matter for me to obtain any further funds in this country. 

Thank God, we arc all well, and trying to make ourselves as comfortable as possible 
under the present trying circumstances. 

I should feel obliged by your Lordship informing the families of my fellow-prisoners 
of their well-being. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 

P.8, Magdala, 1 7 th September, 1866.—8ince the date of the above I have received 
another very polite letter from the Emperor, in which he informs me of kis intended 
journey hither, and asks me not to fear hut to lx* comforted. 

He also informs me of his success in having had a large brass gun east at Gaffat, 
which is said to be an 18-pounder, and nlxmt 7j feet long. 

He has written again to the Magdala authorities al>out me. He gives them strict 
orders to attend to nil my wants. 

He has this time honoured Captain Cameron and the Rev. Mr. Stern with his 
compliment#—the first time he ever did so since my arrival in this country. 

H. R. 


Pre'eis of Mr. Rassam's Letter from Magdala, dated August 26, 1866. 

He, Dr. Plane, and Mr. Prideaux have had their feet elminodon pretence that Her 
Majesty’s Government mean to send trix>ps to make war on Emperor. 

Utter sent duly 10 intercepted by rebels. 

About beginning of June the King removed towards Debra Tal>or in consequence 
of aprx*ar&ncc of cholera, and took them with him. 

After Mr. Find's departure he was very kind; he took them to Gaffat; looked 
after their being lodged, and returned to Debra Talx>r, from whence he paid them 
visits. 

On tin' 25th of June he summoned them nil to Debra Tal>or f and sent the European 
artisans in his employ and lour Chiefs to say that he beard a railroad had been laid 
down lx , tween Egypt and Kussala to transport the British aiul Turkish troops for 
invasion of Abyssinia. Rossam assured him it was untrue. Emperor also sent a 
message that lu* heard from Jerusalem that II. was sent on false pretences, and that 
when prisoners were delivered, measures of retaliation would be taken. This Rossam 
denied. Finally, His Majesty said he had the highest confidence in Rassam, hut must 
keep guard over him on account of intentions of British Government. 

Dr. Bln lie and Mr. Rosenthal, and afterwards Rossam, were allowed to ret uni to 
Gnflht, the latter only temporarily. 

Kassam, Prideaux, Cameron, and Stern summoned by Emperor, July 3; found 
Stern and Rosenthal also there ; II is Majesty alluded to old grievances against Cameron, 
Stern, and Kosenthnl, and they wen' confined in a dark room. The EmjxTor then 
began to send civil messages. Rossam remonstrated as to his detention. His Majesty 
came and njxdogised for his behavi >ur. They remained in dark room two days and 
then neeompnnhxl His Majesty eastward, kindly trent<*d, but strictly guarded. 

On the Otli July they were sent to Magdala on the plea that they must In' plneed 
in a sale quarter during the rainy season while His Majesty marched against the 
relic Is. 

On the 16th the Chiefs of Magdala came and said that they had no definite orders 
and must chain their feet for safety. Only nrovisions allowed to himself, Dr. Blanc, and 
Prideaux were some bread and a little mead. 

The King has ordered the authorities to be civil because M. Rossam is still his 
friend. 

On the 0th August received civil letter from llis Majesty. 

King made a long sjmmx*Ii a few days ago to artisans, professing esteem for Rassam, 
saying he had detained him lxx*ause he heard the Government had hostile intentions. 

The rest of the country’ and IIis Majesty’s best councillors are against their deten¬ 
tion. 

Dr. Poke's conduct and his abrupt dejxirturc did much harm. 

lias drawn for 1,000 German crowns. * 
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P.S.—September 17. Has received another polite letter from the King, who lias 
succeeded in casting a brass gun. Ilis Majestv has again written to Magdala authorities 
to bo attentive, anil has for the first time since R.’s arrival sent his compliments to 
Captain Cameron and Mr. Stern. 


Iuclosure 1 in No. 510. 

* Consul Cameron to Mr. Hammond. 

Dear 8ir, Magdala , August 20, 1866. 

YOU will have received my letter from Zeggie. 

At that time 1 had ho|x*s that we would Ik- lull in quiet until the answer arrived 
to the King’s letter, forwarded by Air. Flad. 

Tin* King has, however, now picked a quarrel with Mr. Rossam and his "people on 
the ground of information lie states himself to have received to the effect that England 
intends to attack him. 

We all hail some rough scenes with him, and exjieeted chains every moment, after 
his first scene with Mr. Rassam in regard to the report which he says has been conveyed 
to him about the intentions of England. 

Argument is useless w ith him. lie openly laid claims to all the territories of 
Turkey, and pressixl Mr. Rassam to give an opinion in favour of his right. 

We an* now kept as capital, in onler to extort whatever he may want by bullying 
us. • 

We wen* sent up here on the 12th July, and chained on the 16th of that month. 

We have foot-chains only this time, but an* strictly watched and regularly guarded 
by night aud day. * 

Even corn'spondence is difficult, as onlers have liorn given to chain us hand and 
foot, if we an* caught writing. 

Nothing lmt an energetic movement into the heart of the country, for the expn*ss 
purpose of rescuing us, can get us out. 

Further concessions will only load to further unreasonable demauds. 

The King says openly that he expects another Embassy. 

Nothing but a rapid movement, without warning, lx; assured, will bring him to 
his senses. 

Above all, the Government should avoid writing strongly, unless they lmvo troops 
on tl.e spot. 

He will only 1 m* exasperated, and perhaps deal summarily with us all. 

lie has received so many strong letters from Egypt that he has no further faith in 

{ >icces of paper, and the protest of the French Consul, which was rather a rough one, 
las done more harm than gfwxl, as it was not followed up. 

We are all well, thanks to the ginnl climate of this place. 

Beg my dear friend Hcrtslct to excuse iny not writing to him this time; I will 
have another opportunity in a few days; and ask him to lx* kind enough to communi¬ 
cate the fact of my being in giMwl health to all friends aud relations. 

Our jiarty consists of Mr. Rassam, l)r. Blanc, Lieutenant Prideaux, Mi*ssrs. 
Rosenthal, Stern, and Kora ns, the Italian, David Pietro, and myself. 

The two missionaries. Brand cis and Steiger, have at last given way and entered the 
King’s service as workmen. Macmire, Bard cl, and the 1x»y MeKelvie have entered the 
King’s sendee at their own request; and the two hunters, lissler aud Schiller, have, I 
hear, done the same. 

We know not ourselves what to cx]M*et. Messrs. Stem and Rosenthal were told 
that they should make up for their misdeeds, such as they are, by making themselves 
useful to him. 

They offered to do anything His Majesty required, but we have heard nothing 
more of the matter, although it may lx* startl'd again at any time. 

In fact, the life and pro|M*rty of none* of us an* safe as long as the King labours 
under his present delusion—that we cannot get at him in this mountainous country— 
and that he has the pow er of getting everything from Europe by merely kcepiug and 
torturing us in this way. 

However, while there is life there is hope, anil I hope still that we will live through 
even thing, and return to our own country once more. 

(Signed) c! DUNCAN CAMERON.# 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 510. 

Mr. Rustam to Lieutenant-Colonel Mereirether. 

My dear Colonel, Magdaln , September 17, 1866. 

IT is now nearly half-a-year since I lmd the pleasure of hearing from you, and I 
attributed the cause of your long silence to your expectation of my departure from 
Abyssinia, and your visit to England. You must have been sadly disappointed when 
you heard of the turn the Abyssinian affair t4»ok after the account I gave of my success 
in my letter of March last. Indeed, that happy time seemed to me too good to last. I 
wish I could write to you fully about all the matters, hut my position is difficult, and I 
must not make matters worse by writing copiously the history of all that has transpired 
since I arrived in this country. Even when Mr. Find left, I dared not communicate to 
you or to Her Majesty's Government what had transpired. I felt convinced that through 
the veracity of that gentleman and his thorough knowledge of all that had taken place, 
Her Majesty** Government would find out the state of affairs. 

If I live to see you again, you will he more than surprised to find that through 
the foolish talk of some fools and mischief-makers, the good understanding which I had 
established between the Emperor of Abyssinia and England is destroyed. It is a 
melancholy affair altogether, and I trust that I shall have it in my power one day to 
write fully regarding it. 

My official to the Secretary of State will inform you of our condition, and I have 
no doubt that long before my communication of our disgrace-reaches you, you will hear 
it from other quarters. The common saying is evil reports travel fast. 

Between my present position, when l and all my party an* strictly guarded, and 
the disturbed districts ljetwcen this and Mnssowah, I find it very difficult to send any 
letters to the coast. However, I am now trying all kinds of ways, and then* is no lark 
of friends who render me assistance ; indeed, even in my present unmoveabh* state, I 
am not forsaken, not even by the King himself. He is continually writing to the 
Mngdala authorities to show me all the attention in their power, which they do 
faithfully. They \isit me every now and then, and tell me not to fear, because 
that their master esteems me greatly, and doubt not hut that everything will he right 
again soon. 

I am the only prisoner at Mngdala whom they visit. 

The Bishop (AI>o >na Salima of Abyssinia), though not in chains, no one is allowed 
to go and see him ; wo an* not placed with tin* other prisoners as Cameron and his 
party were, but are allowed to live in houses near the precincts of the Palace. 

I am still in the dark as to the cause which led His Majesty to take this grave step, 
and what he expects to benefit by it ; I have spoken to him plainly upon all matters, 
and lie cannot possibly believe that either Her Majesty’s Government or the British 
nation will he nattered at his extraordinary conduct towards me and my party. He 
still professes to In* friendly to me ami my Government. 

I)r. Bekc’a foolish Mission, it is believed, has done us all great mischief. It is 
very curious that no sooner did my friend receive hi* letter than he took it into his head 
to detain us all in this country, and ask me to send to England for artisans for him. 
There is no one in this country who approves of the steps which Beke took in the 
Abyssinian matter; and as our friend is of a suspicious character, of course he could 
not understand how, after the Great Queen of England wrote to him upon a matter, 
private individuals came forward to beg of him upon their knees to grant them the 
same favour. Had Beke communicated to me before he addressed our friend in 
reference to his Mission, T would have certainly advised him not to make his appear¬ 
ance. However, it is now no use talking about the past; the mischief has been done, 
and now we must bear. 

It is surmised that his abrupt departure has put myself and party into this fix. It 
is nlso believed that the false rumour w hich reached our friend, that I had been sent on 
false pretences by the British Government came from Masson ah; some fools or mischief- 
makers, I have no doubt, are at the l>ottom of it. 

The second messenger who came from Beke (and who was half-cracked) reported 
amongst our friend’s followers that he had heard a captain of an English steamer abuse 

the Abyssinians for having Englishmen in prison, and that he had. 

them and their King. 

I suppose you will wonder what object our friend has in putting us in prison ; his 
Conduct has puzzled every one. My ow n idea is, that he either desires wfcir or trying to 
intimidate us by forcing ller Majesty’s Government to comply w ith his wishes; 
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however, time will show *, our friend has never been known to treat a prisoner so civilly 
(barring the chains) as he has acted towards me. He writes to the authorities here, 

44 Although I have imprisoned Mr. Rassam, yet he is still my friend, so you must treat 
him well.” How applicable that common English phrase is, “ Save me from my 
friends,” to my situation. There is no doubt that the conduct of our friend towards 
me is not admired by any one : on the contrary, his most faithful followers condemn 
his act. 

The day we were arrested at Zegay, our friend took away all our money, and since 
then he has only returned to me 1,500 dollars; consequently I have been obliged to 
draw on Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs for 200/. As some of the 
Emperor’s artisaus here had some money to spare, and they were in want of order* on 
England, it was very lucky that I managed to obtain that sum, otherwise we might 
have starred. The rations I am allowed would scarcely feed one Indian servant. It is 
true that whenever I require anything for the Mission (that is, Blanc, Prideaux, and 
myself), the authorities supply it to me; but I do not think it advisable to revert to * 
such an expedient unless I am compelled by want or circumstances. 

Perhaps I shall yet be able to obtain some little more cash from the European 
workmen. 

I have not hoard whether any money has l>cen sent for me to Materama. My 
messengers whom I sent thither in the beginning of June last for stores have not yet 
made their apjwamnco, b«*cause they had arrived at Debra Tabor the day after we left, 
and the King detained them with him on account of the overflow of the two rivers 
(Chettes and Bashilo), between this place and Debra Tabor. 

As the rains are nearly over, and the water in the rivers is decreasing rapidly, I 
suppose His Majesty will soon dispatch the messenger* with the stores. 

All the Europeans who are imprisoned with me look to me for assistance, and of 
course I have to provide them with everything neecssaiy. I send by this opportunity 
copies of all the correspondence which t«»ok place between the Emperor and myself, in 
<«se of accident to the originals. They would show how |K>lite His Majesty and I are. 

I have not had a good opportunity to have the Amharic letters translated into English, 
nor could l send any copy of them to Government, as they require a good deal of 
explanation, and I am not in a position to undertake such a* task just now. Kindly 
keep them in your safe keeping until I return, or if you like you can send them to 
Mr. Layard to keep for me. 

I would give a great deni to be able to send a full report to Government upon all 
matters, but 1 dared not on account of my fear of endangering the lives of all the 
Europeans in this country. 

1 fear your visit to England will detain for some time the messenger I sent with 
letters at the end of May. I am very anxious that he should return with the tilings I sent 
for. I like to please His Majesty, if possible. Things may yet take a good turn, hut 1 
doubt it. If our friend make matters up with me before the return of Mr. Flad there 
may 1 m* some hope of catching up matters, but as I am almost certain that that 
gentleman cannot possibly succeed in his mission to Her Majesty, of course our friend 
will think that he has a good cause to detain us here. 

As I do not like to make the packet very large, for the convenience of the 
messengers, as they have to smuggle it through no end of dangers, I shall not write to 
anyone else by this opportunity, and so I shall fend obliged by your sending a copy of 
this letter to Sir )V . M. Coghlan and Mr. 1-ayard. Prideaux ls*gs to he remembered to 
you and all other friends. lie is in perfect health, and hears his misfortune better than 
anyone else. Please give my love to Goodfellow, and rememlier me to all other friends 
who inquire after me. Kindly send me any bit of newspaper which does not contain 
any abuse. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) 11. RASSAM. 

P.8.—I shall feel obliged bv your sending for the following articles and forwarding 
them to me by Mr. Flad: one dozen flannel shirts, two do/A-n snuff boxes, two dozen 
pencils, one dozen penknives of different sizes, about 100 reels of cotton, lot* of needles 
of different sizes, and common enamelled buttons. If Mr. Flad 1ms left, kindly send 
them to M. Munzinger and ask him to send them up to me without loss of time.* 

It is very important that I should keep in favour, and anv little present might save 
no end of trouble. I hope that those things I sent for in May last are uow on their 
way hither. 

Farewell, and do not forget me. 

U. B. 

5 R 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 510. 

Dr. Blanc to Lieutenant-Colonel Merev ether. 

My dear Colonel, August 25, 1856. 

1 INCIAJ8E a letter for Mrs. Blanc; read it and kindly forward it to her 
address. 

Who would have thought that our mission, after having been received so well, 
would lmve come at last to such a dreadful smash, and that in the space of a few days 
we would fall from the throne itself to dark prison and heavy chains. Even in our 
unhappy circumstances it is a pleasure to know that we personally have done nothing 
to deserve our fate, a fact His Majesty publicly admitted a few days ago: stating to the 
Europeans that he loved us though he chained us, and it was solely on account of the 
news he had received implying duplicity in our Government that he was obliged to deal 
so harshly with us. For the present we are as comfortable as we can bo under the 
circumstances ; if we had a greater command of money it would be better still; we are 
not much lietter off than respectable l>eggars at home. 

1 wish the splendid food for the million, invented by your late friend in Upper 
Sinde, was in our vicinity. We have no fruits. Those little crocking prunes, though 
hard for some teeth, would Ik- very sweet for ours, and under their influence, if applied 
w ith tact, would prove the safest way of ridding us of the bile and other olistruetions. 
Verb. sap. We want medicine very much, not only for ourselves, but for our native 
friends. As a rule I do not like to refuse any one now, it would not Ik* prudent; and, 
if grateful for anything, the Abyssinian is sometimes so if he get* cured from old pox, 
or such like inveterate disease, which has baffled the skill of all the blacksmiths and 
such reputed necromancers of the country. We got a few lines from Munsinger two 
days ago; he tells us that you went home in May for three months. I hope you 
enjoyed yourself, but also for our sake I hope you have returned to the hot furnace of 
Aden. I wrote for many things, but, owing probably to your alisonee, nothing came. 
If possible, kindly send some comforts, with medicines. 

What will Ik* the end of all this embroglio it is difficult to say. I see only one 
possible solution, one wav alone of living in future on terms of friendship with him and 
other African rulers. Our position* must not Ik* in the way. Anything is better for 
us than this status quo. 1 firmly believe that, though there is risk, that a policy quite 
different to the one until now resorted to would Ik* followed by the most happv results. 

(Signed) U. BLANC. 


Summary and Precis of Mr. Rassam’s and other Letters in Colonel Stanton’s No. 89. 

It would np|K*ar from ltassniii’s letter that the King is |K*rsonally well disposed 
towards him, though lie detains the whole party as hostage's against any hostile inten¬ 
tions on the part of the British Government, liaasam speaks bitterly of the harm done 
by Beke, his letters and abrupt de]>arture, and seems to fear that Kind’s mission will 
not succeed. He w rites for some articles, and has drawn for 200/. which he has been 
able to got from the artisans, ns the King took away his money and only returned 1,500 
dollars. His letters are constrained here aud there in their expressions, lie talks of 
mischief-makers at Massowah. 

l)r. Blanc writes that they are all well (Stem alone in low r spirits) he asks for some 
medicines, and concludes: “ What will Ik* the end of this embroglio, it is difficult to 
say. 1 see only one possible solution—one way alone of living in future on terms of 
friendship with him and other African Kulers. Our jxisitions must not Ik* in the way. 
Anything is letter for us than this status quo. I firmly believe that, though there is 
risk, that a policy ouite different to the one now' resorted to, would be followed by the 
most happy results. 

Captain Cameron says there are orders to chain them hand and foot if they are 
caught writing. He tluuks farther concessions will only lead to further demands. 
The King says openly that lie exjK*ct8 another Embassy. Cameron thinks His Majesty 
has received so many strong letters from Egypt that he does not care for pieces of 
paper; that he believes that we cannot get at him; and that nothing but an energetic 
and sudden expedition into the country will save them; only the Government should 
avoid writing strongly unless they have troops on the spot. This would only exasperate 
the King and he might deal summarily with the captives. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 510. 

Dr. Blanc to Lieutenant-Colonel Mer etc ether. 

\ a * ‘ Magdala, September 16 , 1866 . 

one J^ read ? twice 0n aU that happened to us, so I must trust that 

one w ill reach. I might send you many pages fall of ill we feel and see, but out bene f 
it ma> perhaps only bring us into a scrape, and after ail can do no good. ? 

Abyssinian prison life is a curious one : we are silent prisoners, still the friends of 

”nti^‘°W a ^T - V ' an ■ trca '° d r ,h *£ e filvour only shown to a few privileged 

privation ; it is very difficult to walk any distance 
vnth our irons. A nng is hammered on each leg (anything hut a pleasant operation) 

iron*rt»tinirnn . the nn ^ ]«*P the ■eg* in close proximity to one another; the 

K ? 116 v 7? so that every morning we put some bandages 

eet intoThcm C W^ 0 " 1 < n fni ' t l l °"' St . U1 “ ia “ ,misanw > »* with all care vermmdo 
m n 1' 1,3 ve altogether a curious aspect—nothing of the Officer, the Consul 

for the^'^ "^ m0 ,r I “ mon f t th «“. without shoes or stocking (and that 
^ ^ reason that having only a pair of shoos I keep them in canHI) we 

nut them on*’ ° U ’ t T 8erS rip ! K ‘ d 011 the side 11,1,1 buttoned so as to lie able to 

Ltw/vu tb^nm^ ^ rTTi 0 ° a VO,y , •Abyssinian cloth, so as to Ik* able to pass 
between tin rings. Clothes more or less worn out, with straggling beards and shaven 

he^ smi urnt and altogether seedy looking, wo have more the appearance of real 
criminals than of mere hostages. Mr. Stem is rather breaking down, he worries too 
much. Cameron is picking up wonderfally—eat* like ten men and absorbs liquid in 

mn^ m n PP0P p rtl ? n ' * fr * R r >nthal iN well » and Kassam is fat and well, though 
r 18 weU ^g ; and though I lmve suffered much from neuralgk 

ESSWK’rfUK”*' 1 '* d ~ n “ —*• •" 

a walk, our ambition not reaching even to a ride " ® 

mouth, ^dkiuZLelv^ mondly atlc^t,'hv hnKxhnR ovcTtl.oi? mi^ry'^Z it.»n 

do u r .? nC *7 *° mak !‘ « Jolly « possible under {hoZLuart^.^ 

ratlicT a difficult thing, but not, however, to lie despair**! * 

poor prisoners/^ “ * kW 8t0re8: ^ tobacco - c ' leroot *- and “>y thing to enliven the 

(8igned) H. BLANC. 


No. 511. 

Mr. Purday to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 29.) 

HAVING just received a le,J^m£t^ 

canriv^ere stiUhi \ wU ™''* oy l' niher 1(j * “ which it is reported that the Abyssinian’ 
JffV'S H r l \ f Ma « dala U P to October 1st. My daughter, Mrs. Htern 

the wife of one of these unfortunate people, is very anxious to’know if your Lordshin 
ha-s received any information from that quarter. A reply will oblige 

Yours, &c. 

(8igned) CHARLES H. PURDAY. 
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No. 512. 

Captain Detborough to Lord Stanley. 

Reading , November 29, 1866. 

CAPTAIN DE8BOROUGH present* his compliments to Lord Stanley, and will 
feel greatly obliged by his Lordship kindly informing him whether any news has been 
received from the Abyssinian captive*. 


No. 513. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Purday .• 

gj r Foreign Office, November 29, 1866. 

* WITH reference to Mr. Egerton’s letter of the 26th of September^ I am directed 
bv Lord Stanley to acquaint you that his Lordship lias received, through Colonel 
Stanton, a despatch from the Acting Political Resident at Aden reporting the in elli- 
genre which he had received as to the captives in Abyssinia up to the 17th ot 

* P At that date, Mr. Rassam and his party as well as Consul Cameron and the other 
captives, were confined, strictly guarded, and with chains on their legs, at Magala; 
but they otherwise appear to have been well treated, and they an; reported to Ik* in good 

h6alt MessrB. Rosenthal and McKelvie had been allowed to remain at Gaffat. 
Mr. Kerans and McKelvie had volunteered their services to the Emperor of Abyssinia. 
Those of the former had been rejected but the latter’s hail been accepted. 
Messrs. Bardcl, Makerer, Steigers, Brandeis, Easier, and Schiller, are also statinl to have 

entered the Emperor’s service. . ■«, Q . 

I am, at the same time, to transmit to you, two letters addressed to Mrs. Stern 

which have reached this office by the same opportunity. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 514. 

Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

gj r Foreign Office , December 3, 1866. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 24th ultimo,; stating that the Paymaster- 
General had been instructed to issue to Mr. Conyngham the further sum of 1,300/. 
towards the expenses of the release of the British captives m Abyssinia, I am directed 
by Lord Stanley to request that you will state to the Board of Treasury that that sum 
Was not drawn by Mr. Conyngham before his death on the morning of the 26th ultimo. 
And l am accordingly to request that you will move the Lords of the Treasury tedirect 
the Pay master-General to issue the above-mentioned sum of 1,300/. to Mr. Imncis 
Bt'ilby Alston, who has been appointed the Chief Clerk of this office in the room of 
Mr. Conyngham. 

* I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 515. 

Mr. Hamilton to Mr. Hammond, —( Received December 10.) 

Treasury Chambers , Whitehall, December 8, 1866. 

' IN reply to your letter of the 3rd instant, 1 am commanded by the Lords 
Commissioners of ifer Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you that the Paymaster-General 
has been authorized to pay the sum of 1,300/., on account of expenses connected with 
the Abyssinian captives, to Mr. Alston, w'ho has been appointed Chief Clerk at the 

• A similar letter «u addrea«t<i to Captain Detborough. + No. 569. 1 1 No. 507 
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Foreign Office in the place of the late Mr. Conyngham, to whom the amount was 
directed to be paid by the previous letter of this Boon!. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) GEO. A. HAMILTON. 
[Received, and lodged at Drummond’s, December 13, I860.] 


No. 516. 

Mr. Flad to Mr. Hertslet.—(Received December 13.) 

Dear Mr. Hertslet, Massotcah, November 5, 1866. 

I ARRIVED here on the 29th October. Neither in Egypt nor in Aden they 
were able to give me any news from Abyssinia. Here 1 found letters of Mrs. Flad, of 
which I send you an extract. A letter of Captain Cameron to Mr. Hammond was also 
hen*, and a picket of letters of Mr. Rassam to the Resident at Aden. These, letters 
had, two days before myself, reached Massowah. The “ Victoria ” steamer returned on 
the same day to Aden, and I suppose you will get all the news of Abyssinia before t.iis 
letter reaches you. 

Then* was no road open for me to go up myself, Tigre Iwing still in the hands of 
the rebel \\ akslmni Goliasee, and Gomlar, with part of Demina, is taken bv Taiso 
Goliasee. The day alter ray arrival I dispatched four messengers on two different 
roads. Two and two were bearing an Amhario translation of ller Majesty’s letter, with 
an English copy. I myself wrote to him, and explained the reason why Her Majcst.’s 
Government would not send up the workmen before ho sends over the prisoners. Af.er 
the “ V ietoria ” returns from Aden I shall send again two messengers. 

From the extract of Mrs. Find’s letter you will sen* that there is not the least hope 
that Her Majesty's letter will have its effect There is only one wav which the 
Government ought to take without delay. Captain Cameron, as f hoar from 
M. MunZinger, gives the advice to go to war at once; and this, I think, is the opinion 
of all. I doubt whether it w ill also he the advice Mr. Rassam gives. I send a copy of 
the extract of Mrs. Flad’s letter to Colonel Men*wether. I don’t know whether lie will 
send it to the Foreign Office. If you think it to be of any use, you may make an 
extract of both and send them to Lord Stanley. 

From merchants lately arrived here ‘from Korata, I loam that Mrs. Flad, 
Mrs. Rosenthal, and all the Europeans in Abyssinia, even his own workman, the King 
had sent to Magdala. At the foot of the mountain the King has his camp. I fear 
that if our friends are to Ik* kept a long time on the mountain they w ill suffer, perhaps 
die, from want of water and food, ns, according to the reports I receive from Abyssinia 
Magdala is fearfully crowded with people. J * 

If ever the Government wishes to do anything for the release of their Envoy and 
Consul, they should lose no time. These are the ceolest months here at Massowah. 
If they wait till the rains commence in Abyssinia, nothing can Ik* done before Septem- 
Ikt 1867; and if our people Ik* kept all this time at Magdala, they will Ik* sturved to 
death. 

Between Massowah and Gamazina, the first Abyssinian province, there is plenty 
ol water for an army, from linmuzina up to Magdala they will have plenty of water 
corn, cows, oxen, goats, sheep, game, fowls, Ac. If the Egyptian troops could Ik; used 
from tin* side ol Matcmma and Quora, they should not lx; allowed to enter Ahy.ssinia 
before their Commander (I mean the Commander of the English army) is able to* nego¬ 
tiate with the King. I am certain that if the King should hear that England uses an 
Egyptian army against him, he would kill all the captives, which never would be the 
ease if the English themselves approached his country. Egypt, if used, should not be 
allowed to enter Abyssinia, but only to guard the western frontier. It is well knmvn 
how cruel and bloodthirsty fanatical Mahometan soldiers are when allowed to enter a 
Christian Empire. There would lx* no end of bloodshed, which immediately would 
h*ad the King to sacrifice all the Europeans around him. This can lie and ought to lie 
omitted. 

As 1 learn from M. Munzinger, my first letter to the King from England w ill have 
reached linn on the 13th October. My second letter I found at Aden, it not having 
been forwarded.* If the King should come to Tigrd, as the natives report, I shall 
immediately proceed to him with Her Majesty’s autograph letter, and the articles I 
bought tor his 2,(XX) German crowns. I have no hope that he will consent to ller 

• Query. See No. 530. 
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Majesty'* request,* no my prospect* would bo to be joined to those at Magdala. I am 
sure none will envy me the happy prospects I have in new. 

To the letter I sent upon the 30th October, + l cannot expect an answer before forty 
days. If you would write to me, if you know anything important, and send your letter 

care of the Resident, Aden, it would reach me before I leave this. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) J. M. FLAD. 


Inclosure in No. 616. 

Extract from Mrs. Flad'e Letter to Mr. Flad. 

I HOPE my letter which I sent four weeks ago will have reached you in England. 
Against the expectation of all of us, and your own, the King changed very soon after 
you had left us his behaviour to Mr. Rassam. In the beginning of duly Mr. lUssam 
(inclusive Cam<*ron, Stem, Rlanc, Prideaux, Rosenthal, Kermis, and 1 wtro) were sent 
to Magda la, where, on their arrival, they were put in foot chains. Only a fewjiays 
ago I Imd a letter from Mr. Raasam. They are all in good health and as comfortable 
as one can lie in an Abyssinian prison, ns you from your own expenewe know. 1 
think they are better off than we are here at Gaffa,ln the direct presence of our fnend 

It ^ impossible for me to describe the anguish in which we are lining day and 
night, uneasy of the things our next future will bring upon us. My only comfort is 
the Lord’s faithfulness. I trust that He will not forsake us. Since a fortnight the 
King lives at Gnffn. He is engaged with his European and native workmen in making 
cannon of a very large size. Messrs. Banlel, Makerer, have entered the King s service. 
Messrs. Steigers, Brandeis, Shiller, and Easier wen* forced to work for the King, hum 
myself and Mrs. Rosenthal were forced to do also. He sent eighteen pieces of calico 
and thirty native tailors, and made us cut out the shirts and have them sewn. Our 
present lotion is equal to that in which the children of Israel were placed under 

Pharoah. Read Exodus v. . a ... . t(T 

28M August. Lately the King expressed himself in the following way . 1 

know Mr. Rassam is a good man, hut on account of the warlike intentions Ilia 
Government has towards me T have sent him to Magdnla.” From some expressions 
the King now and then makes, it seems his intention is to irritate the fcnglisli 
Government, until they come and return to him his country, which is nearly all in the 
hands of the rebels. He would retire and fortify himself in Magdala. From there he 
thinks he could negotiate with the English to return his country to him, ami, as he 
said some days ago, he thinks he could then make use of Mr. Rassam. “1 know,^ 
said he, “ that Mr. Rassam is a great man, and some one will come to ask Tor him. 
How the King came to this idea none of us are able to say. There is no doubt that 
l)r. Boko's sudden return to England has something to do with it. It made the King 
believe that England would go to war with him. 

A few days ago I had a letter from Mr. Rassam, in which lie says that aR of them 
were kindly treated. Every week the King sends \orv friendly messages to Mr Rassam. 
To their guard lie gave orders to let their English prisoners have everything they want, 
onlv their foot chains should not Ik* taken off. One male and one female servant is 
allowed to attend on each of them. The rest of their servants arc quartered in the 
houses of the country people. I am in continual correspondence with those w ho are at 
Magdala, but not without great difficulties and dangers. The messengers arc more 
atVnicl of the King than they would Is* of water or fire. 

6 tk September. The King speaks always fovounvbly of Mr. Rassam. Me nave 
no doubt from all the expressions the King uses that he wishes to use Mr. Rassam to 
negotiate for him with the English Government, after they have declared war with 
him. I can’t say more, as I am afraid that this letter might fall into bad hands. fo 
me the King is friendly. Once he intended to quarrel with me, I believe, from the 
bad influence of Samuel. After the cannons are finished all of us will have to go to 
Magdala, and when this letter reaches you, you may think that we are in that fortress. 
May the Lord give me help and strength. Lately the King said, “ Mr. 1 lad is bringing 
either something good or something very bad. Every one, the natives as well as the 

• Th* letter no hope that the Government would send him the anixan* if he would «e* at liberty tho 
priaonen. but speaks only of articles. 

f Query. See No. 530. 
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Europeans, are looking towards your return with great anxiety. 8ome say that you 
would not be expected back before a year and a-half. 


• No. 617. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Hammond.’—(Received December 13.) 

_____ _ Suex, December 3, 1866. 

" ITH reference to the last paragraph of my letter of the 9th ultimo, I have the 
honour to forward herewith vouchers. Nos. 2, 3, 4, 6, and 7, to complete the set 
required to accompany my accounts rendered on the above date. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 518. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Hammond.—(Received December 13.) 

My Lord Suez, December 3,1866. 

l 14AV L the honour to report, for your Lordship's information, that all tho 
packages containing the presents for the King of Abyssinia, including those which 
were unavoidably detained at Southampton for a week after mv departure, having 
arrived here, and been shipped on board Her Majesty’s ship ** Victoria,” I purpose 
embarking at noon to-day, and leaving for Mnssowah. 

The “ Victoria” brought no further intelligence of any importance, beyond what 
has already been communicated to your Lordship, by my assistant Captain (Joodfellow. 
She left Mnssowah on the 9th ultimo. Mr. Flad was still there waiting to hear from 
.®. low ‘ ,e was 1° n’ach the Rovul camp. The King was at Magdnla, pitched 

with his army at the foot of the mountain. Great difficulty was experienced in getting 
provisions there for so large a body, and one report said tho King intended moving 
shortly into Tigrd, compelled to do so to obtain food. 6 

Colonel Stanton was Rootl enough to go with me at Cairo to his Excellency Sheriff 
Pasha, the 1 resident of the Council and Minister of the Interior of the Egyptian 
Government, by which means I have been provided with the proper letters in case of 
its being necessary for me to proceed by the Egyptian frontier to Matemma. 

I hope to reach Massowah aliout the 9th or 10th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 519. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 13.) 

(No. 109.) ' 

* V uw-r* l . e . Cairo, December 3, 1866. 

1 nfcii leave to forward herew ith to your Lordship the original of a document that 
was presented to me a few days since by the Ablid Stella, a Jesuit priest, who hits been 
welding ter some years at Keren, in the county of Bogos, on the Abyssinian frontier, 
w hich document purports to be signed by certain chiefs of that country, and requests 
British intervention with the Egyptian Government to secure the county of Bogos from 
the inroads of the Barka and Baria tribes residing within the Egyptian frontier, and 
further expressing the desire of these chiefs that their countiy should be placed under 
the protection of Great Britain. 1 

I informed the Abb* Stella I would forward the letter which lie had delivered mo 
to Her Majesty s Government, and request instructions on the subject of the contents 
but carefully avoided giving any hope that their wishes would Is* carried out, the more 
so as I imagine any appearance of interference ou or near the Abyssinian frontier at the 
present moment might lead to grossly exaggerated reports in that country which 
would add to the already-existing difficulties in the way of the deliverance of tho 
captives, 

I have, &c._ 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 
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Minute. 


Tt certainly is not our business to interfere in this matter. Inform Colonel 8 ^ so. 


Inclosure in No. 619. 


Letter from Chiefs of Bog os Country to Colonel Stanton. 

M. 1® Consul-General, , , , o ■ i p nnc „i 

QUE la lettrc dcs gens dcs pays Bogos arrive b notre Seigneur lc OmsuMttiieml 

d’Angleterre h Alexaudrie. Comment vous poitez vous? «te*-vous en bonne > »"te 

Les troupes Egyptiennes de Kassala, avec les gens du Barka et des Barm, nous ay ant 
ravagd, dans ce tems-li M. Plowden (de bonne mdmoire), Consul Anglais 4 Massowah, il 
nouTaidat.cn nous faisant rendre tons les in ividus et les troupeaux qu on nou.^ avail 
vote, et depuis ce tcms-14 nous avons M tranquilles. Apriis la mort de Mr. Flowden 
arrivat M.le Capitaine Cauieron, qui se rendit chez nous, et ll nous promit qu il nous 
aurait continud l’nnciennc protection. A present nous nous trouvons depuis quelque terns 
sans protection, et nous vous prions, M. le Consul-General, afin que vous soyez no re 
p^rc. Depuis deux ans les gens du Barka et Baria, sujets Egyptiens, il nous tracassent, lls 
nous volcnt les enfants et nos troupeaux, et nous vous prions afin quo vous nous aidiez 
pour avoir nos gens et nos troupeaux voids. En outre nous chcrchons, et nous aimons de 
tout notre cceur que notre pays soit & l’Angleterre, et nous nc reconnaltrons autre nwitre 
que vous. Le porteur de cette lettre il connait trds bien nos penseea et nos pays. 

1 (Signd) OHlORGHlS, Chef de Keren. 

BERRIK, Chef de Giojfa. 

IMER, Chef de Tantaroa. 

DERAR, Chef de Kodi. 

ADEGH, Chef d'Asirala. 

GONDER, Chef de Deghi. 

BEREK, Chef de Ferrahen. 

ALY-BAUHIT, CheftfAb-Ibrahe. 

CLAUDISS, Chef (fOna. 

AMHARAI, Chef de Begiuk. 

NESSU R, Chef (fAd.Gebsird. 


No. 620. 

Lord Stanley to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 16.) Foreign Office, December \5, 1866. 

1 HAVE to state to you in reply to your despatch No. 109 of the 3rd instant, that 
Her Majesty’s Government do not feel themselves in any way called tfpon to interfere 
in differences and disputes between native tribes residing resi»ectively within the frontier 
of Egypt and Abyssinia. • 

( 8 igned) ’ STANLEY. 


No. 521. 

Mr. Hunt to Mr. Hammond.—(Received December 18.) 

Treasury Chambers, December 17, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to transmit 
to you herewith, extracts from a Report which my Lords have received on the claims ot 
the India Office for re-payment of siuns advanced ou account of the mission ot 
Mr. Rassam to the Court of’Abyssinia; and I am to request that the attention ot Lord 
Stanley may bo called to the large amount of expenditure that luis been meurred on 
account of this service. My Lords will be prewired to direct the issue to die Indian 
Government of the sum referred to in vour letters of the 10th and 27<h October last, il 
Lord Stanley should l>e disposed to think that such issue should be made. 

• Nos. 478 and 489. 
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Ttiey must observe, however, that they are not In possession of any detailed infor¬ 
mation as to the arrangements under which the expenditure has been Incurred ; and 
although they are aware that it must be looked on as one of a most exceptional nature, 
they do not consider that they would be justified in sanctioning any ftirther transfer to 
the* Indian Government until they have received some explanation from that Depart¬ 
ment as to what the arrangements are respecting this expenditure, and wliat is likely to 
be the amount that will be required for the ensuing year, in order that a vote may be 
taken during the next session of Parliament. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) GEORGE WARD HUNT. 


Minute . 

A Report on this. 

E. H. 


Inclosure in No. 521. 


Extracts from Treasury Auditor's Report, dated November 28, 1866. 


THE sums already paid to the Indian Department for this service amount to 
6,610/. 9#. 3 d. 

Further claims from the India Office have been received, which make the total 
amount advanced in India, as at present reported, 7,678/. 14s. Id. 

Of this sum 6,414/. 3#. 2d. is for pay of officers, and 2,264/. 10#. lid. for contingent 
expenditure. 

The jiapers which have reached your Lordship’s Board give no information as to 
why these excuses were necessary, how they were authorized, or on what ground they 
are charged by the Indian Department against the Imperial Government. All that it 
is in my power to do, therefore, is to report to your Lordships of what items they are 
made up, and how' far they are supported by proof of payment. 

The charge for officers is composed of the following:— 


Mr. Rusin, First Ajwi*t*nt Political foment at Aden, on Mitwion to 
Ahyminia, at 400 rape** a mouth, from J*ly 91. 1864, to May 31, 

186 ® •• .. .. •• .. •• 
Assistant -Surjffon Blanc, on special duty with the Miiaiou to Abyuinia, 
at 800 rupee* a month, from July 21. 1864, to May 31. 1866 
Lieutenant Goodfeltow, Acting Pinrt A**i«t*nt Political Resident at Aden, 
at *00 rupee* a mootli. from July 21, 1S64. to May 31. 1866 
Lieutenant Pndeaux. Second Assistant Political Resident at Aden, at 
495 rupee* 12 anna* a month, from July 21 to November 8 . 1864 ; 
at 120 rupee* a month from November 9. 1864. to March 27, 1865 : 
and at 800 rupee* a month from March 28. 1865. to May 31, 1866 .. 
Lieutenant Abbott, Acting Third A*»i*tant Political Resident at Aden, at 
300 rupee* a month, from March 28 to June 30. 1865 ; also at a rate 
uncertain for difference of pay between First and Second Ami* taut, 
for the name period ; and par aa Acting Second Aaautaut at 
556 rupee* 10 anna*, from July I. 1865, to May 31, 1866 
M. M unringer, Consul at Masnowah. at 200 rupee* a mouth, from 
October 16, 1865, to April 30, 1866 


d s. 4 . 

894 I 11 

1,790 19 4 

44T 2 0 

1.365 1 10 

786 9 8 
130 6 6 


Total 


.. 5,411 3 2 


It will be seen from the above that in the month of April last officers were employed 
on this service, and had for several months been so employed, at rates of pay amounting 
in the aggregate to 3,518/. per annum ; and perhaps this rate of expenditure has been 
ever since maintained. 

The claims for the repayment of these sums are supported by receipts signed by or 
on behalf of the several officers, which appear to correspond with the lists, excepting in 
the case of Lieutenant Prideaux’s pay from July 1864 to March 1866, in which the 
vouchers, though more than sufficient to cover the amount claimed, do not clearly show 
how it is made up. I apprehend, however, that the documents furnished will he held 
sufficient, if the 1 nihility of Her Majesty’s Government for the pay charged in the lists 
is admitted. 

Under the head of Contingencies, are included sums imprested by Mr. Rassam to 

[78] 5 T 








438 


Captain Cameron, of the expenditure of which no “ account has been received from the 
India Office, amounting to 1,600 German crowns, or about 348/. 6#. Sd .; an imprest of 
half of that amount to M. Munzinger, Acting British Agent; and a bill equal to 
107/. 6s. 9 d. t forwarded by Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt to 
Khartoum; of the application of which sums no statement is given. 

Upwards of 400/. appears in the accounts, under the designation of “ presents,” 
and of the articles purchased, Ac.; not so described a portion, no doubt, was similarly 
applied. 

About 300/. is included for messengers, conveyance of despatches, Ac. 

Entertainment of various persons, accounts for something under 100/. 

Various stores, purchased for consumption, cost between 500/. and 600/. 

The rest of the expenditure was for travelling, rent and repair of buildings, wages, 
food, Ac. 

The total sum claimed in respect of contingencies amounts, as above stated, to 
2,26*1/. 10#. lid. 

• •••••* 

I should observe that, besides the sums which have been paid to the Secretary of 
State for India, there have been issued to the Chief Clerk of the Foreign Office imprests 
amounting in all to 6,800/., for expenditure connected with Mr. Rassam’s Mission. 


No. 522. 

8ir A. Buchanan to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 28.) 


(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, December 27, 1866. 

AN Armenian here suggests that the Armenian Patriarch at Constantinople, if 
applied to, could obtain release of Abyssinian captives. 


No. 523. 


Lord Stanley to Lord Lyons. 

(No. 157.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, December 29, 1866. 

SIR ANDREW BUCIIANAN reports a suggestion made by on Armenian at 
St. Petersburg, that the Armenian Patriarch at Constantinople, if applied to, could 
obtain the release of the Abyssinian captives. 

It would not lie right to neglect this intimation, and I have therefore to instruct 
your Excellency, if any convenient opportunity occurs, to place yourself in communica¬ 
tion with the Patriarch, and to enlist his good offices in favour of the captives, if he is 
able willing to be of any service. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) 8TANLEY. 
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1867. 


r ' No. 524. 

Captain Desborovgk to Lord Stanley .—(Recrired January 2.) 

Reading, January 1, 1867. 

CAPTAIN DESBOROUGH presents his compliments to Lord Stanley, and will 
feel greatly obligtxl by his Lordship's informing him whether any and what accounts 
have been lately received from the Abyssinian captives. 

Captain Desborough trusts that, under existing circumstances, Lord Stanley will 
kindly pardon the liberty he takes in trespassing upon his Lordship's valuable time. 


Minute. 

The last important intelligence received from Abyssinia was communieahxl to 
Mr. Pun lay and Captain Desborough on the 29th of November. 

Since then nothing lias been received excepting the annexed letter from Colonel 
Mere wether of the 3rd of December, containing no news of importance. 

January 3, 1867. 


No. 525. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Desborough. 

8 ir, Foreign Office , January 3, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
1 st instant, and to inform you in reply, that no intelligence has been received respect¬ 
ing the captives in Abyssinia since that communicated to you in my letter of the 29th 
November last. 

I am to add, that the statement lately published in the French '* Moniteur,” and 
copied into the English newspapers, must be a repetition of information previously 
received. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 526. 

Captain de Dohse' to Mr. Murray.—(Received January 3.) 

Sir, 20, Amersham Vale Road, New Cross, January 2, 1867. 

HAVING just now read that Consul Cameron and the missionaries have, notwith¬ 
standing so many efforts, not been released yet, I address you again, m|uesting you to do 
me the favour of conveying to the Minister of Foreign Affairs my anxious wish that I 
may be sent to Abyssinia for the purpose of trying by all means to effectuate the 
release of the above-mentioned English gentlemen, and to return with them immediately 
to England. 

I explained to Earl Russell, as you arc aware, my opinion on the matter, and I 
repeat that only an experienced and energetic officer will succeed. King Theodoras is 
a thorough soldier, and fond of foreign officers; therefore a military mission, as I 
always said, would alone impose the King. The latter is not one of the savages, as 
people think : he is a Christian, and possesses great ambition, like almost all monarelis in 
the world, especially a man like him risen from the ranks is generally more ambitious 
and proud. 

Having always lived amongd soldiery, he prefers to deal with officers rather than 
with civilians. He has good advisers (foreigners), and imitates Eurojxvm Monarehs, so 
that there is no probability that he would accept the presents sent to him. I think he 
will be highly offended with the sending of them. 

Dear sir, I beg you to assist me in my endeavours, being sure that I shall succeed 
brilliantly, having been twenty years an officer, and being acquainted with Oriental 
Life. 

It is now the fourth time I solicit this mission. Will you kindly communicate it 
to the Minister, and to recommend me to him ? I would be most happy to execute 
that noble deed, which, though dangerous and difficult, would just suit me. 







I think it very wrong that other* hare been sent who never served this country, 
and that Lord Russell, alter having given him ample explanation, founded upon expe¬ 
rience, namely, that civilians, like tho*e sent before, would never succeed, always 

declined my request. _ 

Honing that you will do the best for me, I remain, &c. 

(Signed) Captain FREDERICK DE DOHSE. 


Minute. 


Decline. 


No. 627. 

Mr. Mnrray to Captain de Dohxif. 


Foreign Office, January 5, 1867. 


his Lordship is unable to avail himself of your offer. 


(Signed) 


I am, <ftc. 


JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 528. 


Mr. Murray to Captain Dctborough. 

gj r Foreign Office , January 5, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acquaint you that since my communication to 
you of the 2nd instant, a letter has been received from Mr. Rassam, dated the 5th of 
November, in whieli he describe* all the captive* as being in perfect health at Magdala 
up to that date, and states that although still in chains, they were better treated than 

formerly. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 

No. 529. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Purday. 

gj r Foreign Office , January 5, 1867. 

’ I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acquaint you that a letter has been received 
from Mr Rassam, dated the 5th of November, in which he describes all the captives as 
being i n hndth at Magdala up to that date, and states that, although still in chains, 

they were better treated than formerly. 

* I am, 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 530. 

Lieutenant Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley.—(Received January 7, 1867.) 

My Lord, MassovaK, December 10, 1866. 

y I HAVE the honour to report that the « Victoria*’ anchored here at eight o'clock 
this morning after a rough and tedious passage from Sue*, tedious owing to the defective 
state of the boiler* of the " Victoria.” M. Mimxfnger, Acting British Consul, 
immediately came on board bringing a letter from Mr. Rassam duted the 5th ultimo. 
This was received at Massowah on the 3rd instant, having been twenty-eight day* on 
the road. A copy of it with explanatory note* by me is submitted herewith. 

The letter contains little intelligence beyond the good tidings of the continued 
perfect health of all. There is however one important point, and that is intimation of 
the receipt of Mr. Flad’s first letter from London. Mr. Find then announced to the 
King his arrival in London, and the desire of Her Majesty’s Government to meet the 
King’s wishes. Mr. Rassam had heard of the arrival of this letter before he wrote, but 
no change in their position appears to have have followed. It remains to lie seen what 
effect will ensue from the receipt of Mr. Flad’s second letter, forwarded froA Mfissowah 
on the 20th September,• and hfe third despatch on the 31st October.* Nothing had been 

• Query. Set No. 5l«. 


f*™* 1 U P thc former ’ a « d judfting bv the time Mr. IWimV. 

reqiiiml, and to enable me to send on this despatch. I shall return in tlio “ Victoria ” 
is sUlTTtM^wih writer K- e ^ t0d <Vom the King. Mr Find 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 

. - 

Minute. 

-Si MfflEfiss ix^rr,: s;™ « 8 = 

E. HAMMOND. 


Inclosure in No. 530. 

\ Mr \ Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

My dear Colonel, 

Mr. Flad there at the end of M«v ™?| .X,. M«*owah since the arrival of 

from Mr. Flad reportiru. I. H miive i. i" d *- V „ W ^f n " « ne "M>Rei > brought a note 
M»e. by him ackno^ed£ing »Tt, T h^d Z't 1 M “ nz,n «J' r “* '-"'.V a few 
word of any interesting news In our nrLmt'J •™‘" e| U'e r » newspaper mi a 

^'der-tLT ha J 6 h Zl**" * ^ f 

money, but I cannot «et an answer * ruo “ n K«' asking linn to send me some 

it ha<l not been for the King’s artisan* «h ** UM [, arpiv,y * ,or l * N ,lt Matemma, and if 
Should have actually starved! " h|,,,n 1 ' d •“•<*"» o{ ‘heir allowances, we 

me, and moreover in "te? 6 are d <'P"'> d <"tf on 

•‘r ««•' ™.ih.r.“C 0 ^ b’'.w u ”T r e : h * "’ p '*“ dl)r “p "«w"r»r., „ 

and tom*. I have no doubt, were .ecmly •topu.-d bv ih. ^ * ol [ , ® r * <W*®r to have been |„..,rd of aince. 

•uppo^ed ,o be on hi. *.y do«„ rounu/ kSn lJ?,Sl ft"* ft Eto l* ror - Mr. Ra...,„ WM ' 

‘°:r l hi,n •; *—»•• ** *?. pw-mSuT £22? Z % 2S ApriI - hsinin about 

letter, and lew.paper. v,& .Sond.n . 26th Ju| ’ , e , f -nd th# f,,llowin »f w< * r * -•»«. Mud July, 

were kept for «*„ month, at K.a M |« „„ . cro „ nt nf ”" 1 ‘° 

and conveyed then, on to M.teoima taking, at thewme t ml . M * M “ n “"! w * MPfant th *» Vent up 

thpe letter, .tore, fcc, bavin* been ukeu « to MaXl • U woM ‘ retm.ed of 

6 th November to have arnved—letter, certamli |° , a l > P ear from Mr - Rawam*. patent letter of 

Gondar This man, . very tru.ty o£ uir^ ’ L , AuRMi, k “ •"«* 300 dollar, .ent vii 

another mcannr aa, d,.'patched w,th only ,» 0 b-tten ' m**!* ' n wW * * L " d #l W d - l8,h An*u.t, 

indoaure. to Mr.. Flad frotn.Mr. Flad—this 1 r .' . l ° . r * »h* other to the K ntf. aiili 

a. bavin* come “ the other dav.” 27th An*u.t l^ttVT’To Mr b - v A . f f r - ,{ *» ,an * »»* «he 5th November 

wtth 1.000 don«ra. 13ca~a contain,^ dX, ‘nd .,ore, *° ™ « Mr Kipp*™ 

written from Loudon, w.tb one to Mr.. Flad : al.o let’rr7from \ l ^ ^ ^ ^ FW •* ^ror, 

23TTTT M Mun.injfer. 26tb f)etoU r Cr “ Mr 0 , V** ° ,hvr *' * nd **« home 

direct by La.u (v. map). D, ip | lcafe of letlf . r% * ' ' IUa f“« •*«» •°"' e from Aden sent hi a boy 

joroe artide. for the Bmhop and lot of ail leitem d” „« ch tT v,li G° n ^ f . n.a.papem. 200 dollar., 

Mr. F!ad « letter di.|«tched to the Kin* with ether a to hiP fft i Maaaowah .ince June. 3|*t October, 

vu U.U, to Mr. Kmm*, hut no letter.' 5th V Sft,** * ' th *””*«' *™pn*n «»C 

packet. new-paper* ; lent tome clothe, for Mr Ha-am’ Hl lflr ' U "* W * 11 b,a f«»y »®»‘ <n one 

M. MuniiiT*er^ bo^ve^^^^ ^to ^d any leUer. up WJ „trv. 

COttUtr f 73] ^ ^ ^ ° f M - ■— * "xr^v^^rw. IIi“ r- of 

5 U 
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come hem from him me «t 

it is not yet known when h j< ' ,,,. . (Jaffat on the pretence of the 

SSrSKTas tsr^srs » -fesS 

W w7« never he allowed to have the eounhry with»* ^“ent .o do 

^\wfhinkpir' 

a-s rsr £»!?*»-«*-} »•"".... KESr .55 

rSiSSS£=-“= 

Happily wo throe arc sti m &v J he constantly mentions 

=: jraafrasriK- *- -»• js 

Mrfesf r^S-SSs *iris sftsa 

Stisi *» “ji.’s™; ■s.’raa.rste 

tSmtiS ~ •"*“■< —t*. 

our company and the succour I am able to render them. ^ ^ 

(Signed) H. RA8SAM. 


No. 531. 

Captain Deuborough to Mr. Murray.—{Received January 9.) 

Reading, January 7, 1867. 

SiT ' PRAY accept my l>est thanks for your kindness in sending me the information 
rel&tive^to the^Eyssmian captive, contained in your letter of th^th instant. 

(Signed) ’ L. DESBOROUGH. 


No. 532. 

Mr. Murray to the Secretary to the TrCatvry. 

Foreign Office, January 10, 1867. 

s “’ T u a VF laid before Lord Stanley vour letter of the 17th ultimo, t ealliiig hia 

s^sktss iiisssxu .i» ™ &«»“ ***«sgrs 

w S the Consul's release; and adding that the Lords of the Treasury mil 
• See lacloeore* in No. 550. t No. 5*1. 
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^vemmeirifnm ^ °' m0niw to «* 

pdrrBsBr? r ~ attfiass 

SSr 3 Hr* r«=«a 5 

ssr SrtL-SriS« & 

sire i^iastir iffiffi 

oKT 1 '; 1 b “"“ ‘“’ 4 ” t ”''’ 1 

to overcome this addXnafemte^ent “ Q ° fC ° ,0nel Mcre ™ thOT - » view 

amount"^?^j^Miditure mav t m!ui T S^Wt a Aden a ^for l th wTrti 11 * *° °°^?? ture "to* 

matter, but his Lordship will n-o.nit PnLnli vi f ? *, tht Jnrosecution of this 
as may be in his power both as* retmrds n 1 forcwether to furnish such information 

Auditor's Report refer., and to the future dSBuSt* th ° Tn ' ,U,U,y 

I am, Ac. 

_ (Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 533. 

Mr. Murray to Lieutenaut-Colonel Merewether. 

8ir, V 

I AM directed by Lord 8tanley to tmnsmit FfZ' 9 * J c ttnuary I5 » ,867 ‘ 

with the Treasury upon the subiect of flu> * >ou C .°J ,I , PS a correspondence 

connection with to aSSS^" wiU *"■ «"» in 

which X , K e o r f f Te t l^ rt l\t A 'infZ° t r ‘ he th ° Points upon 

expenditure on accoimt of Mr. iSsmm’s Mission™?™ ?“ wlth ..W pd to th, ‘ l>w»t 
Lordships also desire to be fumishedTith an SStfnf h° U W ,'i ! ,b ! en ' e t]mt Adr 
to bo incurred in the matter of effecting the rehL 5 the ^her expenses 

information that it may > bom'your t pow«» < to give upra'Se.epointiT 11 * 8 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

I am, Ac. 

__ (Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 534. 

Mr. Menvale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received January 15.) 

Sir, 

IN continuation of the letter from this OffW °^l Ja ?** r y l4 > 1867. 

I am directed by the Secctaty^StT^for lnZ^ r ^ -w 2 f th of Ootober ' 
of expenses incurred on account of Mr two Rtate ments 

9,216 rupees, 1 anna, 3 pice • and T ^ Ab 7 Mlnia . amounting to 

viz., 92lU2*. 2d., LyCt^sfeJLuIt of that «L, 

of India at the Bank of England. ^ ° f tJle Secretar J of 8tate in Council 

I am, Ac. 

-(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


• No*. 521 and 532. 


f No. 488. 
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No. 533. 


„ 1M , 

24 , Great Marlbarougk S '^' t £^ev^ve hLrd 

Sk?^3SS2.55^3S 

S3Sisss-=fF£f~„, 


A liuute. 

8»y ttat nothing 1»» MUBBAY. 

ftthianUnt. -—— 


No. 536. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Purday. 

For nan Office, January 23, l** 67 

** is i«,“s’“i” 3. 


No. 537. 

"Mr. HamiUt" » Ur. Hammond. {Recrived Jannary 29.) 

tSSrf S'be 

iiH'Urrcil in connection with Mr. Bassa 

{S .^ *“■ ^QEO. A. HAMILTON. 


Sir, 


No. 538. 

Mr. Eger ton to Mr. Merivale. 

- ™ 

sssrsr —vkbl *. *««-— ^ m " 

M , Uassun' 1 Mi-ion h> Aby-mia. *»• c . BGEE TON. 


No. 532. 


f No*. 446, 476, ud 488. 


I I 



s 




No. 539. 

Colonel Stanton to Cord Stanley.—(Received February 12.) 

(No. 9. Consular.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 1, 1867. 

I HAVE tke honour to forward herewith to your Lordship a despatch from 
Colonel Merewether, dated Massewah, 15tl» of January, which has just reached me, 
under flying seal, and which contains intelligence from Mr. Rassam, dated 12th of 
December, just received at that port. 

The position of the captives does not appear to have improved, and the intelligence 
is far from being satisfactory. The Emperor Theodore is, judging from these 
accounts, fast losing ground, and the position of the rebels improving. 

Tlio messengers sent by Mr. Find to inform the Emperor of his return do not 
appear to have been able to reach his capital, and the communication with the coast 
has become more* difficult than ever; the road from Matcmma is no longer open, and 
Mr. Flad still remains at Massowah, awaiting a reply to his communication, nor has 
Colonel Merewether been able to send on the party of engineers that accompanied him 
from England. 

Colonel Merewether proposes to return again shortly to Massowah in the hope of 
obtaining later intelligence from Mr. llassam, but I fear, my Lord, the situation is not 
likely to improve as long as Mr. Flad remains on the coast, or until some measures are 
taken by Her Majesty's Government to convince the Emperor that force will be 
employed against him, should any further delay occur in complying with the demand 
for the release of the captives. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 540. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley, 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Massowah, January 15, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I returned to this from Aden on the* 30th 
ultimo, no messengers Imd urriv<*d from the King or Mr. llassam during my absence, 
nor had any fresh intelligence been received. 

2. As it was advisable Mr. Talbot and his party should learn and practise some¬ 
thing of camp life before starting for up-country, I landed and established them at 
Moncooloo in tents, which I hail brought with me from Aden. Moncooloo is on the 
mainland, about four miles from the anchorage, and where most of the merchants of 
Massowah resort to at night, for though inland a little, it is cooler even in the hottest 
season. Mr. Talbot and the workmen have resided then* since, in an enclosure, where 
is a building, dignified with the name of British Consulate, but it is nothing more than 
a rude barn, made of small wood, dried shrubs, and matting; wretched as it is, it is 
still, I believe, what is commonly used in Abyssinia, so, after causing a few repairs to 
be made to it, I gave it over to them to use, as well as the tents; the lust was 
surrounded by a thick grove of parkinsonia, planted, I believe, by Mr. Walker, once 
\ ice-Cons til; the greater part I caused to lie cut down, to make the place cleaner and 
more healthy. 

3. Mliiie waiting for intelligence I employed the time in making excursions in 
the neighbourhood, to tee places and obtain information about the country. 

4. The first spot visited was Ailat, 27 miles nearly due west of Massowah. The 
road, a mere cattle track, is chiefly along the dry beds of watercourses or over low 
hills, occasionally on bits of level plain, with the exception of three places, where 
goi^es have to be ascended or descended; there is no part of the road over which 
artillery would not drive with case, and the three exceptions might very soon be mode 
passable by sappers. The first, is short,—only about 200 yards,—but steep, having a 
direct rise of 80 feet, in that distance it could be zigzagged. The seoond is much 
longer, Wing one mile and a half, but has only a rise of about 400 fret, and were it not 
for its narrowness, and being clogged with boulders, would be easy enough. There is 
plenty of earth and ol bushes on either side to affiml material for a road, which would 
stand well until heavy rain washed it away, and a heavy fall is not of frequent 
occurrence, 'lhe highest point crossed w r as found to be only 989 feet above the level 
of the sea; there is a gradual rise the whole way. From this highest point the road 

[73] y\ ^ 5 X 
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descends 200 feet on to the plain of Aflat. At 17 miles from Massowah, 13 from 
Moncooloo, there fe a spring of good water always running; hut any quantity of water 
may lx* obtained by dicing a few feet in the sandy beds of the water-courses. 

5. Ailat is a fine plain, at the foot of the mountains bordering Abyssinia, 12 mile# 
long from north to south, by 6 broad, covered at this season of the year with neh 
verdure, owing to showers falling once in the 21 hours. It gets some also of the 
Summer rains, so that it is well off in this respect; any quantity of water inaj be 
Obtained by sinking wells. The whole plain might be cultivated to great advantage 
with cotton, wheat, maize, jowaree, &o., were there a good Government to arrange for 
the cultivators; hut the place is unfortunate in this respect; it pays a small tribute to 
the Egyptian Government for the nominal protection afforded by ten soldiers, and the 
justice they are supposed to have administered to them by the Governor of Massowah, 
while they also pay a grazing fee to the Emjjeror Theodoras, lx*cause the ground is 
Considered Abyssinian ; the result is, the valley is poorly populated, by people who live 
almost entirely by their cattle, cultivating only a very little jowaree. The village, a 
scattered one, of about thirty grass and mat huts, is in the centre ot the ialley. Ilie 

heat is said to lie very great in summer. . 

0 . This would lx* an excellent place to locate a large body of cavalry on tirst 
landing, there 1 x*ing plenty of wood, water, forage, and meat; grain would In-scarce at 
first, hut it would soon come in from the countries, north and north-west. Besides, the 
water to lx* obtained by digging, then* is a perennial spring on the w<*st side of the 
valley, mih*s from the village. Here also are the celebrated hot springs, us<*d by the 

invalids of the country. . 

7. There is a road direct from Ailat into Abyssinia, but not a good one. I ho tx*st m 
this direction, suitable for laden camels, passes about eight miles south of Ailet, from 
which it can lx* joined. It starts from the same place, Moncooloo, and through the 
same sort of country as the road to Ailat, but is less difficult, both in the first part imd 
after entering the mountains. Water is more plentiful on it and is found at l lie following 
places, eight to ten miles apart, Zagu, Yamgous, Amlia Tokan, Bamba, Ayderess, 
Kiagnor; Kiagnor is only sixty miles from Moncooloo, and once there you an* on the 
plateau of Ilamazeyn in Abyssinia. From Kiagnor to Gootofellassee (Ko«xlo\felassy m 
the map) is only thirty miles of fair road. Gootofellassee is a very healthy place, dry 
and not feverish, it is where several roads converge, supplies naturally come to and 
and could lx* easil> reached from the coast, in nine marches by an ndvanee force. From 
Gootofellassee to Adown, is under fifty miles; the March has to lx* crosml about midway, 
but there is no difficulty whatever in the dry, cold season, the depth of the water then 
l*mg ohlv a few inches. From Adown any road could lx* taken as required, but though 
it is a larger place than Gootofellassee and the capital ol ligrG I he latter is tin* Ix'st 

place for first rendezvous, l»eing mast healthy. 

8 . I proceeded down Anneslev Bay to the Ixittom, and binding at different places, 
inquired quietly, through M. Munzinger, alxmt the different roads from that neigh¬ 
bourhood. There an* too, one to Halai, taken by Dr. Beke last year and which is not 
a good one for laden camels, the other, the old Greek caravan road, from Adoohs to 
Teimfee, this last has not lx*en frequented of late years, and is overgrown with jungle, 
hut it was much used, when Adoolis was a Greek colony, and, I cannot help t.miking, 
will on further inquiry prove as good as any, at any rate well worth examination here¬ 
after, should entrance into Abyssinia become necessary. The country on the western 
side of Anneslev Bay is richly green now, in consequence of the constant ram, and the 
plains are covered with herds of cattle from all parts. Wild elephants were found 
close to the sea-shore at the bottom of the Bay, feeding quietly in the plain. There is 
a party of 200 Egyptian troops here protecting the customs levied on the salt brought 
from an extensive siilt plain, about twenty miles to the south. 

9. There are three other routes into Abyssinia, which formerly were regularly 
used bv caravans, hut lately have not been much so One from Ampin 11a Bay direct 
to Adowa, another from End to Sokota, and the third from Tajourm bv Uke Uaik to 
Begemder. This last is the most direct to where the Emperor now is confined to, but 
from all I have been able to learn there are great difficulties on the score ot water, 
none but ven- brackish Icing procurable. Further particulars alxmt these will be 
gathered as soon as possible. 

10. I returned from Annesley Bay yesterday, and found that messengers had 
arrived from Mr. Itassam the afternoon before. Mr. Rassam s letter beam date the 
12 th Doe«*m!x*r, and strange to say up to that time he was still without any intelligence 
from Massowah as befoi^ shown. Messengers had been repeatedly dispatched by 
M. Munzinger, and in most instances the very same who had brought packets from 
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Mr. Raasam, none of these have succeeded in reaching their destination, and I have 
only authentic intelligence of one having been seized, plundered, and imprisoned by thu 
rebels. 1 can only conclude therefore that the men find it more difficult to choose a 
safe passage ljack, and are still hanging about in safe spots waiting for an opportunity 
to get through the country held lw the rebels. This would bo the last part of their 
journey going lack, and they probably would not be able to get such good information 


to get through the country held by the rebels. This would bo the last part of their 
journey going back, and they probably would not he able to get such good information 
quickly, as they had at starting on their downward journey, when they hail been living 
for some time in the immediate vicinity of the rebels, and oould sham* their course 
accord mgly. The Emperor only holds Begemder now, and is surrounded on all sides 
by rebels. I he messengers dispatched by Mr. Flad on the 31st October, do not appear 
,, n ab 6 Adowa and a portion of Tigr4 in its neighbourhood is 

still held by one of the Emperor's partisans; a party of merchants who passed through 
it on their way from Gondar to the coast, and who reached Massowah on the fithof 
January, said they had heard at Adowa, the report of Mr. Flail’s return from England 
and also that messenger from the English were waiting at Adowa, unable to priced 
furtlxT among these last, will probably be one of the two parties sent by Mr. Find with 
his letter to the King. . 

11. Mr. Rassam writes, “although the Emperor has not written to me for some 
time, yet he Was not forgotten me altogether, Ire still sends me civil messages whenever 
any messenger comes here from his camp; he still calls me his friend. Nothing has 
been heard of Find since the letter lie wrote to his wife from London in July last. It 
may Is* when he arrived at Massowah and heard of our imprisonment, he was obliged 
> change Ins tactics, lhank God, we are* all well; and trying to make ourselves happy 
under our present trying position. Abyssinia on the whole is a very healthy country, 
and the place where* we are located now is one of the beat spots in the country : we may 
say we have no other season but spring during the whole year. The nights are always 
cold ami ire* » never an unpleasant object in the room; and a |x*rson may wear warm 
clot lung all the year round, and may have nothing but Indian summer clothing, and 

\ " 1,1 not f<! ®) f,,r lt - Tho mercury just g*x* down low enough to make 

the water \eiy cold, but it does not freeze. In case we have to spend another rainy 
season in this country, kindly send as soon as possible a great quantity of vegetable 
seeds in order that we might have some nice gardens cultivated. Send us of every 
variety that we may see what would grow lx*st in this country. Please send some 
flower seeds too, in order that we might have sweet odour as well as nice eatables In 
this eouidrv nothing is obtainable save meat and grain, and thanks to the Europeans at 
Galiat, we have abundanee of potatoes. This most useful vegetable has been introduced 
by them, which growls very well in this climate. As I am allowed to have my Indian 
servants with me, we manage to live comfortably, and are not obliged to revert to 
Abyssinian food which Cameron and his party had to nut up with before I come to this 
country. V\ ith the exc<*ption of our arms, which His Maj«**ty has disposw-ssed us of (for 
fear ot our committing suicide !) we have all our things with us, and consequently we 
are* able to «>at m the European style. With all the misery I have suffered in this 
country I cannot but say the Abyssmians are an extremely kind ami civil race, and arc 
not cruel generally to foreigners, as other uncivilized people are. They make very good 
servants, and have a most estimable point of not detesting a master iu the most, 
adverse, times. I here* are? here about 400 prisoners most of whom are confined for 
oohtie.il purposes, some of whom are the greatest men in the country, amongst the 
a ter are the son of Sahela Selassie, the late King of Shou, sons of Dejaj Oobeay, the 
late rider of Iigr£, and some relations of the late Ras Ali. The Metropolitan of 
Abjssuiia w still confined, and is as strictly guarded as we are, barring the chains. The 
chief ol the Abyssinian monks is also confined, but be has more liberty than the 
Bishop; the latter has been veiy kind, and as the head of the Abyssinian Church he ean 

^'If tb the SovePB *g“ the country. We are c onfined 
in t he Chief Minister § house adjoining the Royal residence, on the north-eastern side 
oi the mountain, ami the* rest of the prisoners, natives, are kept in the common jail, on 
the opposite side. This mountain is situate in the Walloo Golc*a country, alxmt one 
mile in circumference. It is almost perpendicular on all sidc-s, excepting the north¬ 
western point, which is connected to another eminence about a quarter of a mile 
distant. hen we were brought here we were* brought this why, but I am told that 
there* is an easier road on the northern side leading to another entrance to the* fortress 
We ha>e a garrison of 1,000 fighting men, 600 of whom are* musqueteers, the n*st are 
shield and sword bearers. All the famili<*s of the soldiers live up here, and there* are 
water springs on the top which yield sufficient water for the general purposes of all the 
people. There are also a great number of cannon, but there is no one to work them 
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properly. HU M.j«ty j. *tiU to ‘"htog^he 

expected they never could te mov ,®?’ . | from the coeat than we are now. It 

difficult mountain roeda. We could natte taMr £>muje on ^ ^ he ^ to ,**, 

would take the beat mwwmger |} j believe the dUtamce U almoat 

through rebel country aoon after he lf i «.„d though the latter 

the ale, a« it U between ‘ I)clL tSar, thorough the 

route the meiwn^er ha* to |»*t nrat th. * • , w E-, t) tliroueh Tiifrt, which u 
capital, which U In the hand, of-«>« tobela " f llLLin. which U atiU 

mainly in the hand, of the rebel* of 1 ^, and *h™ ttirougn^ ^ ^ ^ 

faithful to the Bmperor. But if I% nt i« aaid to rule aa fur a* ilutoT, 

W"h thU general anarehy- no knowing what any day may bring 
folth 12. Dr. Blanc alao acrnla me a very intereating 

whirl. 1 append tor y°ur this evonin ^ on their return, 

Mr. Kassam, who brought these letU^*, few y^ lt useful 

taking with them letters, iiowspftjK'rH, . i t „ the same wav that they came, 

things, and 100 dollars each. _*? \f;Ldaihi They expect *to be from three 

and will l hope be .needful in aching very carefully. Some 

weeks to a month on their journey, a* t y with stored for their master, 

aervant* of the AWna. will be leavrng,» and more 

which I procured for him at A » n ’ . If all tlie messengers dispatched 

S?iSfiS i* bi.. ~ 1-rt — “”*■* ' n ” d ‘'"' 1 ' “ d 

imprisoned in Lasta. •» T i v a bi e to gather from 

l 8 ‘ ^and others during mv stav at Massowah and its neighbourhood^ it is clear 
merchants ana others during my i»y , *i 1Ht i.s H , )OW er is mindly 

that the Emperor’, poaitton fa W-lf brifli^t Ee worthy ,d 

t-r SMS 7££gsg£2fUR 

attending only to tb» l asting o g • Hassam accompanied the King, and 

are almost def y deserting, h.m ^•"^^‘^“..STwit,. him. 8hm, under 

the Kmg, and has ntely^ } , has an annv of 20,000 men, and holds 

saws w txx.. 'srxiw “x:ss,rx ™ sr: 

powerful army, while to.the out an r * ou Ag ^ 1 M h e ^ maintain the appearance of 

'**"? r?,!^T M r" Htad£ lie readv to leave for M.temma, ahonld no letter 

cate with Matemma since August last, showing that T,Talt»tand 

better Mr. Flad should remain here for the present at all events. Mr. Talbot and 
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his party will likewise remain at Monoooloo, until matters are more cleared up. I do 
not think it likely now that there will be any chance of their going to Abyssinia with 
advantage to the cause on which account they came out. But to insure no reason 
arising for the Emperor, as long as he retains power, being able to say strict faith had 
not been kept with him, these people anti all the presents should remain on the 
spot. 

15. In the event of the result mentioned in the last part of the 13th paragraph of 
this letter, there is little doubt that the rebels Heart's! to Magda In, and who will have 
grt'atest local power, will be only too glad to assist in promoting the release and safe 
conduct of the British captives to the coast, and under these circumstances I should at 
once take the l>ost. steps to arrange this. But as long as King Theodorus remains 
Sovereign of Abyssinia, I cannot of course allow it to be thought possible for a moment 
that I or any other person could, on the part of the English Government, have any 
connection, or enter upon any communication whatever, with other than the nominal 
head, with whom Her Majesty’s Government is treating. It has been hinted to me 
that proposals might bo made Dy people at Massowah, but I have been careful to show 
that no one is acknowledged or understood excepting King Theodore. Tt is possible 
that the hint* were thrown out by spies from the King’s Court, hut he this as it may, to 
act otherwise than has been done would he a gross breach of faith, and which, it the 
King heard of, would cause most fatal consequences to the captives now in his 
power. 

16. I leave to-day for Aden, but shall return to Massowah next month, by which 
time something more should be known. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MERE WETHER. 


Inclosufe 2 in No. 540. 

Dr. Blanc to Lieutenant-Colonel Mcrewether. 

My dear Colonel, Magdala, December 10, 1866. 

THERE is nothing new, except that Prideaux and myself have built a house, not 
elegant, but at least comfortable compared to our former little hut. If we were free 
from our chains and allowed to roam about the mountain, I would take our detention 
pretty quietly. The climate is very fine. We sometimes have the thermometer as low 
as 33* at sunrise, and during the last two months 65 has been the average at 2 p.m. ; in 
the sun at that hour it varies from 95 to 102. Mngdala is one of those small plateaux 
common in Abyssinia, and all more or less called M Ambon;'* about a mile in length, 
north to south, and about half a mile in breadth. It is almost flat, except near 
the south-east extremity, where a few hillocks arise. Magdala, at the entrance of the 
Walloo Galla country, and separated from Lnsta bv Tulaith and Wadcla and other 
smaller districts. It is about fifty miles south-east of Debra Tabor, but from the River 
.liddull (about half-way), the road is very bad. At that point of the road to Begemder, 
there is an almost perpendicular ascent of more than 3,(KM) feet, and an ascent of the 
same elevation and difficulty to gain the plateau which separates the Jiddah from the 
Rechalo, another stream, with tributaries of the Nile, both almost dry from 1st October 
to beginning of July; hut during part of the three rainy months both rivers are quite 
impassable, except to a few expert swimmers. The plateau between the Jiddnli and 
Rechalo is very beautiful, a day’s march from one river to the other, and I believe of 
the same ascent from north-west to south. It is called Dohonte, is thickly populated, 
and is for its size one of the richest districts in Abyssinia in cattle and grain. It is the 
granary of the fort. 

The descent and ascent of the Rechalo is even worse than the Jiddah is. It is also 
al>out 3,000 feet.. The road at some places was so had that we were obliged to dismount 
both going down and up. From the ascent on this side of the Rechalo, a gradual 
incline of al>out twelve miles extends to the Magdala Arabs, and to a few other 
isolated mountains, all about 1,000 feet above the plateau, seemingly detached portions 
of the Gn*at Galla country which extends from a few' miles from Magdala up to the 
high land of Shoa. To the west, mountains arise between the Amba and the Rechalo; 
to the east, some distant ones are visible; to the south, one or two, smaller than our 
Amba, separate us from the high Galla plateau; but to the north, at about 1,500 yards 
from the fort, another mountain, of comparatively easy access, and separated from the 
[73] 5 Y 
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V ^ V 

Magdala Amk by ft small intervening plateaux, called Latanigi, rises about 100 feet 

higher than the fort, of Magdala. . . , 

All these plateaux, as well as our Am ha, are formed of volcanic rocks, ana the 
upper perpendicular wall-courts, testing essentially the strength of the place, is formed 
ol beautiful columnar balsate, but the finest specimens I saw was at the extremity of 
the Begemder plateau at the descent of the Jiddah. 



1. MagdaU fort, from ihr «e*t. 

2. Rtlomgi (re»id«tice of aervaoU, market-|.Uce, Ac.) 

3. Summit of mountain North of Magi, connected by Salomgi. 

A. Northern entrance, the one we camt* through. 

A. lined from plateau to Northern Gate and Salouigi. 

6 . Common jail. 

7 . King's houaee and our jail. 

The road through Talanta to I-asta and Socata is said to be much easier than the 
one from Debra Talxir, a large; jHirtion of the intervening tract between here and the 

Tocazze being a low plain. x iL 

There are three gates at Magdala. I only saw one, at the northern extremity 
through which we came. The ascent through that entrance is not very dicfflult, as we 
did not dismount from our mules until we reached the inner gate. The entrance is 
defended by two wooden doors and a few insignificant earthworks. The garrison 
consists of about 1,000 men, about half armed with matchlocks. The whole population, 
including women and children nnd prisoners, amount to about 3,000. The greater 
portion of the plateau is covered with huts ; a large open space, however, exists Ix-fore 
the King's house's, nnd another smaller one at tlu* southern extremity near the pnson. 
Our houses are enclosed in n hedge near the King’s houses, about ten in number, ihe 
Queen, daughter of Dcjaj Oobeay, and her son, art' amongst the fair inhabitants of the 
King’s inclosure. Water is the great desideratum ; it is already getting jcarc*\ but from 
Fcbrunrv to July, hardly any is to bo obtained on the Amba, and must lie brought from 
the foot of the mountain, and there even it is far from lieing abundant. Of prisoners 
there an* about 350 on the mountain, all except our party, the Bishop, and the family 
of Has Ali, who, like us, have special quarters and guards, are heaped together in three 
houses. The majority are imprisoned on political grounds; onlv alxmt sixty arc 
imprisoned for murder or manslaughter; their crime not having liecn satisfactorily 
proved, they must wait until further witnesses should appear, cither in their favour or 
to prove their crime. Thank God, we hnve up to now been spared the horrors of that 
place, where hunger, dirt, nnd misery reign supreme. All the prisoners, except our- 
selvi* and two or three of the other prisoners, are chained hand and feet, and many to 
this already awful torture have large jxdes of wood fixed round their necks, and are 
only allowed a piece of dirty doth to cover their nakedness. The Bishop is not eliained, 

only watched at night. (8igned) H. BLANC. 


No. 541. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Desbo rough and Mr. Purday .* 

Foreign Office, February 13, 1867. 

I AM directed hy Lord Stanley to inform you that intelligence, dated the loth of 
December last, had lx*en received received through Colonel Merewether from Dr. Blanc, 
which descrilx's the captives in Abyssinia as being still detained at Magdala in chains. 

Dr. Blanc states that they are in good health and spirits, and that they manage to 
live comfortably, and are no longer dependent on the food of the country for 
sustenance 

• Ordered not to go, by Mr. Murray. 


i 




With the exceptions of their firearms, of which they have been deprived, they 
possess everything to enable them to live as Europeans. 

I am, <fcc. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 

No. 542. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received March 8 .) 

(No. 11 . Consular.) 

* * Cairo, February 20, 1867. 

_ ^ ™ « the honour rf 'P ort to / our Lordship that I have this day paid to the 

Rev C. F. Haussmann the sura of 500 Maria Theresa dollars from the British Post Office 
bund, standing at the Bank of Egypt in my name, being the amount of a hill of 
exchange drawn on me by Mr. llassam, and dated Magdala, 19th July, 1866; and I 
have the honour to request your Lordship’s authority to charge the same in my account 
current with Iler Majesty's Treasury*, or to draw a hill for the amount on the Chief 
Clerk of the Foreign Office. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) EDWI). 8 TANTON. 


May draw on Chief Clerk. 


Minute. 


No. 543. 


Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—{Received March 8 .) 


(No. 13. Consular.) 

My ... . A , Cairo, February 26, 1867. 

„ 1 * K h °? OUr f ° r 0 I K>rt t,ult 1 have th “ from the British Post 

( llilf*!* riinriK in mv nnmn n♦ tlm IlnnL ..r I.'_i i_ i 'ii i 


Office bunds standing m my name at the Bank of Egypt, two bills drawm on me hy 
Mr. Rassam, one for the sum of 500 Maria Theresa dollars, dated 7th Oct.olx*r 1800 
arid the other for the sum of 212/. sterling, dated 7th November, 1866; and I have the 
honour to request your Lordship's authority to charge the same in mv account current 
wjth Her Majesty s Ireasury, or to draw a hill for these amounts on the Chief Clerk of 
the boreign Office. 

I have, &c. 

( 8 igned) EDWD. STANTON. 


io Chief Clerk of 


May draw* on Chief Clerk. 


Minute. 


No. 541. 

Mr. Murray to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 2. Consular.) 

8ir ’ T *U I- x . 1 T 1 ox , . Foreign Office, March 9, 1867. 

x- \ 14 ” l , )y L °. n , 8tanIp y acknowledge the receipt of vour despatches 

Nos-llandlSGonsular of th e 2()th nn d 28th ultimo, asking to bemimblXlt he 
IQ “1° doUarS <lraw ' n u P° n y° u h ? Mr - I5a<»am, dated July 

r -nof d I o' Wn Upon yOU 7 Mr. Rassam, dated 7th October, 
n b r f "i, 2 u“ ' * torUn ». dTOW, > !‘P° n yon 7 ilr. "-warn, dated 7th November, 
1866, all of which sums you have paid out of the Britiah Post Office Fund standing in 
your name at the Bank of Egypt. ® 
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T am in reply to acquaint you that D>nl Stanley authorizes you to draw upon the 

jKffi’flA *• ° fth “ e “ mn8 - I am, & c. 

(Signed) JAMBS MURRAY. 


No. 615. 

Commander Manner, lo Lord Stanley.-(Received March \%) 

, 4 Felbrxgg Terrace, Ealing , March 11. iy ”* 

My I/>rd, f/l sll bmitfor your Lordship’s consideration, a subject 

I BEG most respectfully to suhraitlor ) ^ Arrant the attention of Her 

which 1 trust may be deemed of sufficw'tu qwjrt unforturia te position of the British 
Majesty’s Government, I allude, my l"™' JL-ht Is- token for their release. 

Consul ami others in Ahyssima, and th ^ wing r,, ma rks from personal 

I do not presume, my Lord, to toroid for such an important 

interested motives, being f<irty-nine v -v ” j ^ OTU t to propose the best that 

undertaking; hut simply (torn a Lc1 cf the ^during a long torm of 
couhl Is* adopted, I liave this from tl ie looaljcm 1 K \ niflU cauti ^ well as having 
service in command of various vessel* natives and acquainted with their 

travelled in Abyssinia, and being “ ^ow* 

habits, us also the trade of’count"?- IwwJd ^ K ing of Abyssinia for 

..' 

given on his delivering up the unfortunate raptives. trad( ,. That 

K That this office should have a knowledge of the country ^ ^ ^ am , fto 

demanded, and sel.-ct the most intelligent 

natives to convey despatches to ^*lTm ^yto'act under the onler of 

Should mv services lie required, my Low, l am muoy 

Her Majesty’s Government, 

My testimonial** an' as follows: nnonmmpnt havimr been presented with 

From the Government; from the ». PM™ 1 11 j ate Lieutenant-General Sir James 
an Order fiom the C^ejm of Spam; h^n the hU J^ ^ stcphen 

M- O.CB, »; I; MM M S- 

“KlSiSSiW & ■* «->«. - 

(Signed) F. E. MANNERS. 


Minute. 

Thanks for his offer, but Her Majesty’s Government have no occasion to avail of 

his services. J. MURRAY. 

March 14, 18G7. S. 


No. 546. 

Lord Lyons to Lord Stanley.-— {Received March 14.) 

(No. 84.) Constantinople , March 4, 1867. 

4,1 tod is “ Si"; 

1 have the honour to inclose a copy . 0 f Constantinople to King 

St“ing ISTwthe 1 British captives free. I h,close also a translation 
of the Patriarch’s letter. j bavC| &c. 

(Signed) LYONS. 


Lord Lyons to thank the Pktriamh ^ f HAMMOND. 

_ 1 __- 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 516. 

Lord Lyons to Colonel Stanton . 

Sir, Constantinople , March 4, 1867. 

HER Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh reported to Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs that an Armenian in that capital had suggested that the 
Armenian Patriarch at Constantinople could give useful aid towards obtaining the 
release of the British captives in Abyssinia. The Secretary of State accordingly 
instructed me, if any convenient opportunity should occur, to place myself in commu¬ 
nication with the Patriarch, and to enlist his good offices in favour of the captives if 
he were willing and able to be of service. 

I immediately acted upon this instruction, and found the Patriarch extremely 
willing to give all the assistance in his power. He suggested that the most efficacious 
means of action which he possessed would l>c to write a letter to King Theodore, 
exhorting him, in the name of religion aiul humanity, to set the captives free. He has 
sent me a pastoral letter to this effect, in Armenian and Arabic, signed by him, and 
has desired that it l*e forwarded to the Patriarch of Jerusalem, who has already, ho 
informs me, been instructed to have it conveyed to King Theodore by a prelate. 

I think it prudent, however, to send the letter to you in the first instance, and 
accordingly inclose it and a translation herew ith. Your knowledge of nil the details 
concerning the captives, and of the present state of the negotiation for their release, 
w ill enable you to determine whether or no it is advisable to make use of the letter. 
If you consider it to be advisable to use it, your best course w ill probably be to send it 
direct to Her Majesty’s Consul at Jerusalem, and request him to concert measures 
with the Armenian Patriarch at that place, so that it may be forwarded speedily in the 
mode pointed out by the Patriarch here. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 540. 

Boghos, Patriarch of the Armenians, to King Theodore . 

(Translation.) February 13. o.s., 1867. 

BOGHOS, Chief of the Bishops, and Patriarch of the Armenians who inhabit 
Constantinople and the Ottoman dominions, sends Christian greetings to His Majesty 
Theodore, King of Abyssinia, and offers reiterated prayers to the throne of Almighty 
God that ho may grant His Majesty long life and perfect happiness, defend his noble 
person and royal dignity, for the glory and honour of the Christian religion, and continue 
ills favours to him and his royal lineage as long ns the world endures. 

I would beg leave to remark that however great may he the distance between the 
country of Abyssinia and Constantinople, yet the numerous and manifest virtue* with 
which God has endowed His Majesty, and the justice and clemency of his exalted 
Government, added to the many virtues appertaining to the Christian religion, are well 
known to your humble servant. His Majesty’s goodness to all Christians under the 
shadow' of his protection, and especially to those of our sect whose Patriarch is their 
spiritual Shepherd, is also well known. 

I have long l>een seeking an opportunity of offering my prayers and homage to 
your Majesty’s throne. I, therefore, now venture to forward my present petition, and 
avail myself* of the opportunity to solicit the pardon and lilM*mtion of your Majesty’s 
slaves, the English Consul and his companions, who have been for some time past 
imprisoned in Abyssinia. Indeed I beg leave to ol»serve that the said Consul and his 
companions have been for a very long period in confinement, and that they have no 
help or refuge save in the mercy and clemency of your Majesty. 

Should your Majesty be pleased to pardon them, your doing so would afford much 
gratification to the whole of our Christian community, and also great satisfaction to 
the illustrious British Government whose efforts in the interest of Christianity are well 
known. 

In consideration of the office held by me, your spiritual servant, and in remem¬ 
brance of the saying of our Lord Jesus Christ (on whom 1 m? glory and praise), who said 
“ Fonjive those who trespass against you,” who preached forgiveness and said, “ l)o 
[731 5 Z 
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good to those who offend yon,” and for the sake also of Hu Mother the Y irgrn Mary, 
who tenches us to be compassionate, and who is the only intercessor for us ail with 
Him, I humbly pray, ray Lord, the great and merciful King, to pardon and set free 
the Mid prisoners. This would be most gracious on the part of the King. 

I also bog leave to offer in anticipation my thanks and obligations for the goodness 
of your Majesty’s Government, which l do not doubt will be lavished on those prisoners, 
by washing away their offences, and giving to them to drink of the cup of pure forgive¬ 
ness and freedom. , ... . , 

For the sake of mercy and charity your Majesty is supplicated to liberate the 

prisoners. My hope, and the hope of every Christian, is in the mercy and clemency 

0fy °l ,r off^ e mv prayers to Almighty God that ho may grant your Majesty eternal 
happiness, and keep you on your Throne in glory, honour, and victory. May he also cause 
your Ministers, officers, soldiers, people, and subjects, to attain abundant ^prosperst v, and 
the enjoyment of peace and tranquillity, as often as the new moon shines forth, and 
with the dawn of every day. (L<8>) BOGUOS< 


No. 547. 


Mr. Murray to Commandrr Manners. 

g* r Foreign Office, March 14, 1867. 

’ I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
11th instant, suggesting a plan, calculated, in your opinion, to effect the ?e ml of the 
captives in Abyssinia; and, in conveying to you his Lordship s thanks foi , .or uffer of 
assistance, I am to state to you that Her Majesty’s Government have nc occasion to 
avail themselves of your services. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 648. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received March 15.) 

ffvilid. Cai r 0 ’ Mareh 1 -> 867 - 

^ I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship a desiwtch from 
Colonel Men* wet her, dated Aden, 16th February, that has just reached me under 
thing seal, transmitting a letter from Mr. Rassam to your Lordship, together with 
copies of the correspondence which has passed between the Emperor Iheodore and tnat 

k From this communication your lordship will perceive that Colonel M crew-ether 
has arrived at the conclusion that there is now little or no prospect ot the release ot 
the captives being effected by conciliatory measures, and that he is ot opinion a 
threatening attitude, to be followed if necessary by military operations, should he 

assumed by Her Mryosty’s Government. , . # .. . , 

The arguments advanced by Colonel Merewether in support of his views deserve 
serious consideration, though it is impossible to foresee exactly what may he the result, 
to the t*aptivcs themselves, of following the course proposed by him. 

The actual military operations would not, l apprehend, he attended with any great 
difficulty provided care is taken to conciliate the in habitants of Tigre and t lie other 
provinces' in rebellion against the Emperor, hut the force proposed by Colonel Mere¬ 
wether does not appear to me sufficient for the purpose. The country, so tar as 1 can 
ascertain, presents serious natural obstacles to military movements, and it would he 
absolutely necessary to occupy the passes in the mountain with a sufficient force to 
ensure the line of communications with the sea as well as other strategic points in the 
country ; and deduction lx*ing made for these necessary services, the iorre remaining 
for ulterior field operations would, I imagine, Is* too small tor efficient action m the 
difficult <‘Ountrv to which the Emperor would probably retreat. ... 

It also appears to me, mv Lord, that the greatest caiftion would be required in 
ascertaining the exact feeling of the inhabitants of Abyssinia on the subj^t of » 

‘ ' II. 
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foreign invasion before attempting to penetrate with a small force into the heart of so 
difficult a country. 

Colonel Merewether’s remark as to the inexpediency of an Egyptian force being 
employed as an auxiliary deserves serious consideration, as such a measure might 
undoubtedly not only prevent any assistance being rendered by the inhabitants to the 
British force, but might also rouse the whole couutry to resist the invasion. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDYVD. STANTON. 


No. 549. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley.—(Received March 15.) 

My Lord, Aden, February 15, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a letter from Mr. Rassam to your 
Lordship forwarded to me under fly ing seal, also copies of the whole correspondence 
which has passed between the Emperor Theodorus and Mr. Rassam since the latter has 
been at the Abyssinian Court. 

2. Judging from the contents of Mr. Rassam’s letter to your Lordship, by the 
tone of the Emperor’s letters 2 and 3 to that gentleman, and by the intelligence 1 
have lx*en able to gather from the other captives, and from those lx*st informed ns to 
the true state of feeling and the motives by which the Emperor is actuated, l feel it 
my duty to state my conviction,—and it is with great regret I have to do so,—that 
the last chance of effecting the object of releasing the captives by conciliatory 
measures has failed. There was the one chance left, that on the Emperor’s learning 
and being gratified at the gracious and generous manner in which Her Majesty had 
acted in spite of the questionable acts committed by him, that In* would have at once 
released Mr. Rassam, and, to show his sincere appreciation of the extreme forbearance 
extended towards him, would have, without delay or hesitation, acceded to the require¬ 
ment of Her Majesty that Mr. Rassam, with all the British subjects detained in 
Abyssinia, should be sent in safety to the frontiers of the kingdom. 

3. From the latter part of the Emjwnir’s letter to Mr. Rassam, dated the 6th 
January, where he writes, “I wish you to get them” (the skilful aitizans) "\i& 
Matemma, in order that they mav teach me wisdom and show mo clever arts; when 
this is done I shall make you ghui and send you away;”—it is clear he lins no intention 
of releasing and dispatching Mr. Rassam with the others until the artisans and presents 
have reached him. To agree to this would 1 m* contrary to your Lordship’s instructions; 
even did I consider that discretion in that matter was allowed me, it is a course I most 
certainly should not follow, for, after tin* experience gained of the Emperor’s want of 
faith, esp<*cially latterly, and the capricious manner in which he acts on imaginary 
grievances, it may lie reckoned a certainty that he would retain the whole with the 
idea of making use of them as a means of gaining other advantages from Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

4. Further concessions can only be productive of dangerous and unadvisable 
delay. Time being now of every importance, 1 have taken on myself to mldress 
Ills Majesty, pointing out in as plain terms as possible that the conditions in Her 
Majesty's letter, especially in the latter part, must 1m* strictly adhered to, and that a 
ready and entire compliance with them was ncccssaiy liefore Her Majesty’s orders with 
regard to the presents could Im* carried out. Copy of my letter is annexed. 

5. In the present position of affairs it up|M*ars to me better and more just to 
Mr. Rassam that this remonstrance should come from me than from him. It will 
avoid the risk which such a measure originating from him might, perchance, cause, 
and at the same time will allow of his taking the opportunity, should it offer itself, of 
strengtheuing the remonstrance by adding his opinion that it will lx* strictly adhered 
to. I shall at the same time forward a letter to Mr. Rassam, carefully worded, giving 
the nature of the communication to the Emperor. 

0. I am the more convinced that it is necessary now to assume a more decided 
tone with the Emperor, from the intelligence as to the changes tluit have taken place 
in Abyssinia since last summer. An account of those I had the honour of submitting 
on the 15th ultimo,* and eveiything since tends to confirm fully that account. When 
it was proposed that the Emperor’s requests should Im* met in a liberal spirit, it was 
believed that he had the power, and might by such treatment lx? led to exert the will, 
to fully reciprocate the friendly policy adopted towards him. He was then at the head 
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and starvation threatens. The captives themselves urge some such course should be 

adopted. . 

12. My own conviction, and it is hacked by others who know the country and 
people well* Is, that directly it is clearly understood in Abyssinia that Her Majesty’s 
Government will no longer bear with King Theodore’s unjustifiable conduct, the last 
blow will Ik* given to his power, and the “ weariness ” of the country be removed, 
while the release of the captives could be brought about by moms of the successful 
rebels, with whom, under the altered circumstances, communications could at once l>o 


opened. 

13. Although at the same time that stringent pleasures are determined on, I 
would also respectfully suggest that all necessary preliminary arrangements should be 
made for the dispatch of a three from India next summer, so as to lie on the borders of 
Abyssinia by the commencement of the favourable season for'Operations, viz., the 
middle of October, in case it should lie required. . It is just possible that the desired 
end may lx* obtained without force having to lx* used, but it is ns well that everything 
should be ready, and that it should lx* seen and known Her Majesty’s Government was 
in earnest. 

14. More extended knowledge of the country shows that the idea of there being 
any very great difficulty in carrying out a campaign is purely imaginary. A friendly 
narrow seaboard lines tlie easterly frontier of Abyssinia. The approaches to the high 
plateaus are numerous, and several of them presenting no greater obstacles than could 
lx* easily overcome by ordinary energy and good management. Once on the plateaus— 
and they are reached less than sixty miles from the coast at the north-eastern end,—a 
healthy climate is found, abundance of good water, forage, fuel, and the ordinary 
supplies of the country, meat and grain ( M sowaree,” a species of millet, sorghum), 
obtainable in any quantity. Of course it would be necessary, in the first instance, that 
full commissariat should accompany the force from Bombay. In the war with Persia 
in 1856-57 every supply was sent from Bombay to Bushin* and the Euphrates, and 
never was an army so admirably furnished as that. 1 f operations continued much 
would 1m* procured in the country, especially for an army in which tin* native element 
chiefly predominated. The Egyptian market would also 1m* close at hand. Camels in 
any nuralxT can 1m* obtained along the sea-coast, also from Bogos and the Soudan. 

15. If I was required to offer an opinion as to the nature and extent of the force 
to 1 m* employed, I should say that, taking into consideration the existing favourable 
state of affairs, the following would 1 m* ample :—One troop of Horse Artillery and two 
light field batteries, or two troops and one light field battery ; a full company of Sapors 
and Miners, a select body; strong brigade of native Cavalry ; with one European and 
six native regiments of infantry, formed into two brigades; altogether making about 
0,000 men. Such a force could !m> transported with comparative ease, and with less 
impedimenta than one having more Euro|M*an element. That such a force, under a 
good General, would do all that is required 1 am confident ; hut to ensure success it 
will 1 m* essential that the command and political powers Im* entrusted to one person, as 
was the case in the Persian war. He should he given full powers, authorized to 
entertain temporarily such Abyssinian# as he may find necessary; in fact, left to act 
in the manner he finds best suited to bring the campaign to a rapid and successful 
conclusion. 

16. On a previous occasion it was suggested that an auxiliary force should lx> 
moved from Egypt. This I now find would 1m; a grave mistake. It would at once 
turn from us the rebels, who would otherwise 1m* our greatest assistance. For however 
much the Emperor Theodores is hated, the Moslem is hated ten times worse, and were 
it known that the Turkish Government (for so Egypt is styled) would 1m* engaged in 
the operations, the w hole of Abyssinia would hand against us and join Theodore in 
resisting the detested enemy; not an Egyptian soldier, therefore, should Im* used, 
and, at first, too much care could not be taken to prevent the appearance even of 
employing them* 

17. I am now only waiting the arrival of the Right Honourable S. Fitzgerald, 
who is daily expected en route to Bombay, to communicate to him personally the state 
of the Abyssinian question. Immediately after that 1 shall proceed to Massowah to 
dispatch the letter to the Emperor, or to act according to circumstances should any 
different intelligence have lxM*n received. I do not anticipate the latter will lx* the 


case. 

18. Mr. Flad is still at Massowah, and I do not see tliat any advantage will lx* 
gained by his going to Matemma. After the Emperor's recent proceedings at Gondar, 
the road through that place from Matemma to Debra Tabor will be more hazardous 
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than ever, and not more practicable than through Tig* and the road by the south of 
Lake Tsana is said to be closed. The Emperors statement that he would send to 
Matemma for Mr. Ransom’* stores was, I am sure, an untruth and used tojmtoff 
Mr. Rassam; he would not allow the latter’s mules to make the attempt for fear they 
should fall into the hands of the rebels, and be could not dispatch his own without 
strong force as guard, which he cannot spare; once away from him, too, themen 
comiHising it would probably not return. I would take this opportunity 
a mistake with regard to Mr. Flad, for which I am in a manner responsible. It was 
siipix>scd in England, and I was under the same impression, that he was sent from 
Abyssinia as a messenger from the King; reference to the corrcspondence^between 
Mr! Hussain and the King, letter No. 25, of 17th April, wUl ihow that Mr. Had w h 
really dispatched by Mr. Ransom to communicate to Her Majesty s Government what 
had occurred and what was required. I regret exceedingly that any misapprehension 
of the matter led to a misunderstanding in Mr. Flail s position. 

19. I propose letting the artisans and presents remain for the present atMxssowah, 
until an answer from the Emperor to my letter arrives. I do not see any likclihooj o 
the party being able or required to enter Abyssinia, but it will be as well to show that 
strict faith was kept even to the last. I regret to say that Mr. What, the Superin¬ 
tendent, was brought down in the “Victoria, suffering greatly from fever. He is, 
however better, and I trust care and quiet will soon restore him to complete health. 

20. Mr. iOuwain writes in a private letter, copy of which I do not trouble your 
lordship with, as it contains little beyond what lie lias siren in his dwpatch, that the 
Emperor, though ho professed peraonal friendship, latterly showed ill-will only to 
British subject For Instance, lJardel and Maekerer were released and taken into his 
employ, while Mr. Kerens, who also offered his sennees was refused, 1-ecause he was 
an Englishman and a connection of Mr. Speedy, formerly \ icc-Consul at MassowaK 
This is another proof of the King's determination to persevere in the outrageous course 

he has adopted. _, „ 

* I have, &c. __ 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inelosure in No. 549. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to King Theodore. 

M ° 8t I < TRUST^liaUln* will find your Majesty in perfect health. I have received the 
mun \ tidinm that vour Majesty lias been made acquainted with the* contents of the 
Etter froin Her Maj«**ty §ueen Victoria, brought by the hand of Mr. Flail, and tlmt 
they have proved gratifying to your Majesty. In the ®® t, ciMdion that the ^ncrous 
and* most friendly feelings under the influence of which Her Majesty met m so libc nil 
and complete a manner the wishes expressed by your Majesty m April last mi 1 have 
tfiven rise* to a reciprocal emotion on your Majesty s part,—1 approach with the deepest 
respect, and with the request that, complying with the wish expressed in the latter part 
of Her Majesty’s letter, your Majesty will graciously cause the early dispatch of the 
officers deputed to conduct Mr. Rassam and the other Europeans to the frontier of your 
dominions, to whom I shall be ready to hand over the presents sent by Her Majesty m 
token of her friendship, at any s|x)t on the frontier your Majesty may Ik* pleased to 
appoint. To assist in perpetuating strong and lasting friendship lietween the two 
countries is. I would beg to assure your Majesty, my sincere desire, and that l may the 
more readily do so l would crave from your Majesty the favour of speedy arrangements 
being entered into whereby 1 may Ik* enabled to carry out to the letter the instructions 
of mv gracious Sovereign,’ns I am lxiund and prepared to do. 

* With the greatest respect, I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 550. 

Mr. Rassam to Lord Stanley.—(Received March 15.) 

(Strictly Confidential.) .. . 1A . ar7 

My Lord. Magdala, January 10, 1867. 

* 1 H AVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copies of the corre¬ 
spondence which has taken place between the Emperor and myself regarding the 


letter of Her Majesty of the 4th of October, copy of which Mr. Flad had forwarded to 
him from Massowah. 

2. On the 28th ultimo I received letter No. 1, wherein he inclosed to me the 
identical copy of the Queen’s letter, in reference to which he said that he was coming 
hither to consult me as to the answer he intended to send. 

3. From all I can make out it appears that the copy of the Royal letter reached 
the Emperor on the 19th ultimo, and on the 22nd he sent it to me for my perusal. It 
was reported that the Emperor did not seem displeased at the receipt of the communi¬ 
cation above alluded to, but, on the contrary, he tried to show that it was favourable, 
He hail said Hat he hoped he would still obtain his desired object, and when he was 
asked by one of his European workmen how, he replied that he would employ “bilhnt,” 
which word means either craft, cunning, skill, clever policy, or dodge. Borne people 
thought that he would try to reconcile the British Government by releasing us from 
our chains, and would act the civil towards me, hut others were afraid that he would 
try to intimidate me into getting me to w rite in his favour. His last correspondence 
shows that he has pursued a half-and-half course. 

4. In order that Her Majesty’s Government may not lie deceived in what I 
communicate, I shall in future* write my letters which I may lie compelled to tend 
against my will with folded margin. It would Ik* useless to refuse, as I know it would 
be of no avail, and my declining to comply may endanger the safety of so many 
Europeans for w hom I am responsible. 

5. From all that has taken place, especially from the attitude His Majesty has 
assumed since the receipt of the Queen's letter, it is impossible to trust him any longer. 
Presents and artisans may lie sent to him, hut what security have we that be would let 
us leave Abyssinia ? 

(3. He lias forgiven Consul Cameron and his party no less than four times, and yet 
he talks as if he hail not been reconciled to them; and although he was the one who 
gave them permission to depart by a sealed letter, and sent an officer named Ly Atietow 
to escort them, he accuses me of having sent them away without taking them to him. 
This is the fourth time that he has brought this unfounded charge against me, and 
although I proved to him by his own letter and the evidence of Lij Abetow that he 
was the one who sent them away, yet lie still persists in recurring to this accusation 
whenever he wants to threaten me. Ho knows very well that I could no more send 
any of the Europeans out of the country than go out of Magdala myself. The fact is, 
he considers me a great prize, and lxdieves that ns he managed to get a small mission 
after imprisoning Consul Cameron, he may obtain a greater man than I am by confining 
me and my companions. 

7. The tone of his letters above alluded to shows that he is determined not even 
to take us out of chains unless lie obtains what he wants, and the assurance lie gives 
in the latter part of bis third letter has been repeatedly made. The first time it was 
communicated to me in his letter of the 4th of February, 1866, six days after i met 
him. 

8. I have sent copies of all my correspondence with the Emperor to Colonel Mere¬ 
wether, the Resident at Aden, to keep for me until I depart from Abyssinia. ’Hie 
reason that I have not forward^ a copy of them to your Lordship is because they 
contain a great number of points upon which I cannot safely make any comments 
while I am in my present position. I have written, however, to ask him to send vou 
extracts of what he thinks necessary for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment. 

9. On the 3rd July last when he arrest*si Dr. Blanc and Mr. Rosenthal at Gaffat, 
and brought them to Debra Tabor, and afterwards confined us in the dark room, he 
made four charges against me; firstly, that I had read Mr. Stern’s book, “Wanderings 
amongst the Falashas,” which was published in England in 1861, wherein he made 
some comments upon the Emperor’s mother; secondly, that I had sent away his 
enemies (the released European prisoners) without taking* them to him ; thirdly,’ that 
lie had given Consul Cameron a letter to my Queen, and that he caine hack io him 
without an answer; and fourthly, that the Turks hail possession of Jerusalem, and that 
England and France allowed them to keep it. He demanded his patrimony (the 
Holy City, formerly the domains of Kings David and Solomon, his forefathers), 
and said, “ I want Europe to restore* to me the Holy Land.” To this last I replied 
that in the present state of civilization Europe hail no power to dispossess the 
Moslems of the birthplace of our Saviour, otherwise they would have done it before 
now. 

10. Also, the day we were imprisoned at Debra Tabor, on the 25th of June, one of 
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the clianrc* which were brought against me was that my Government had laughed at 
him. iSocaiise of this complaint is as followsWhen the missionaries things wen* 
seized after their imprisonment at the end of 1863, a letter was found from . - 

thal to a friend of his in England, wherein he had mentioned that Mr. Barrow, tin la 
British Consular Agent at Massowah, had written to tier Majesty g Government to :toy 
that he had revived a letter from the Emperor of Abyssinia, wherein lie had^^tMi 
him to come and “ get drunk” with him. This expression, it appears, had g»ven birtl 
"nc merrinient amongst the clerks in the Foreign Office. Mr. Rosenthal Irnd 
hinrd this story from a friend of his, and when the letter was translated the word 
“ clerk" wb» rendered “ government” in Amlmric. I tried my best to dispossess him 
of the idea tluit my Government were in tlie habit of reading or laughing at such 

ll t, ‘ n Having liearil from Manowah tliat stores had been sent for us to Matemnm, I 
was compelled to w rite to the Emperor for penmssion to send my^ mulesta•{j nn « th ™ 
hitlier as it would liave Wn quite impossible to smuggle them through. He lias 
undertaken their transport hither through his people, as he luw jone “J”™ 
occasion ; and sent me tnwk the mules with a message that he would not “ 1,w 
1,1 k fatigued, when he had it in his power to get the thing, for 
generosity on ids i«irt appears the more surprising when it lsweU known that he did so 

two days after he received the copy of Her Majesty s letter. caoital of 

12 At the end of November ho made a descent upon Gondar, the old capital oi 

Abyssinia, to attack a small rebel who had Wn ruling there for some t,nlc l,u< '" ' 
Goin/.iv • hut when he arrived there and found the enemy had decamped, herevenged 
himself upon the inhabitants of the place liy plundering them and utterly destmj mg 
tlieTowuTy file, not even sparing the el,un-ins,, of whieh there were no less than 
forty-four ‘ He pretends tliat he was provoked to that act on account of the mischief 
the natives of the place had committed in 1,living betrayed my messenger, Baftam 
Uiista to the n-ln-ls, 1 in consequence of whieh he had been seised and plundered by 
them ’ This mail I tmd sent to the coast at the end of May last, to bring some tilings 
from Aden for the Emperor and ourselves, and it appeals that while he was passing 
thnaigii Wagara with' the Massowah kafilah, he was betrayed by some merchant, 
within a day V journey of Gondar, and captured. I have hoard of Ins wile arm al at 
Debra Tabor, hut plural,-ml of everything. I am trying to get back the letter,, aml « m 
of the things 1 ust, if poiwilile, through the influence of tile Bishop, who is 

prisoner ”“y ' 1 rVh ’ 1 ’< 1'"''iot think it is within my province to draw out a line as to the 
future policy of Her Majesty’s Government, lx-cause, unhappily, I have no mow hojro 
of eom'-iliatorv tactics having any beneficial effects in humouring the Sovereign of 
Abvsaiuia livery EimqHinn In the country can vouch lor my guarded conduct, and 
the' concilia to rv policy which I have ever employed towards the Emperor. 1 have 
always been cautions in my transactions with him, and although he 
to find me erring, in older that he might have a cause of complaint, yet I have no little 
coiisolat'ioii in Sieving that Her Majesty’s Government will never have reason to 

disnppr 'l l jjjj t . Government may n-st assured that 1 shall continue, though in 
chains to pursue that conciliatory policy which 1 have always considered ,t my mered 
duly to follow ever since 1 had the honour of entering Her Majesty s service. All my 
ft'lhiw-prisoners and myself will leave the grave settlement of this in,'TO j'SjbtoS 
difficulty in the bands of Her Majesty s Government, and nuij Almighty G,sl bless 
their endeavours to do what is right to obtain our speedy release 

(Signed) h! RASSAM. 


Inclosure in No. 650. 

Translation of Utter* received by Mr. Raa.am.frrm the Emperor of A by,*ini a, after 

reaching him . 

I. In Amlmric and Arabic. -(Received 28. (1868], on reaching the Royal Camp.) 

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God. Amen. 

From the King of Kings, Theodoras. By the OUr 

friend, who is wishing for our friendship, llomiuzd ao . jl 


Ji 
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better for you to have rested to-night, and to-morrow morning we should have had the 
meeting; but we have been staying in this country, which has been devastated, 
awaiting your arrival, and the troops are in want of food; consequently we have 
directed the interview to take place between you and me to-day. To-morrow morning 
we start on our journey. Now come to us. 

(Without date.) 


2. In Amharic.•—(Received February 4, 1866.) 

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God. Amen. 

The servant of God and his created being, the son of David, the King of Kings, 
Theodorus. 

To the servant of her whom God has exalted above all Sovereigns and glorified 
above all Princes and people, and made the Defender of the Christian Faith anil the 
succour of the j»oor and oppressed, Hormuzd Bassam, who is, by the power of God, 
endowed with wisdom and a benevolent heart. 

Be it known to you that by your favour (i.e., by the favour of the English) we 
have abundance of fire-arms. We send you one single-barrelled and four double- 
barrelled muskets, and five single-barrelled pistols, and if besides these you require 
more to give to persons who ask jrou for them, by the power of God, wo will supply 
you with them. I am the Sovereign of my country and you are the servant of the 
Queen, my friend, and I should feci hurt if any one asked you for a thing and you 
refused it them. I do not do this because you cannot afford to make such presents, 
but having liccn sent in haste you have had no time to bring such things. When you 
arrive at your destination, whatever you require of arms or otherwise, Aito Samuel, the 
Agent appointed between you and ourselves will supply it. Between this and Korata, 
Aito Samuel will also provide you with 6,000 dollars to spend in any way you like, 
except in a manner unpleasing to God. 

When the men (prisoners) shall Ik* delivered to you, if God permit, we will come 
and wish you farewell; but if we an* not able to come to you in person, we will give 
orders to have you sent to the frontier in safety and honour. 

Dated the 4th February, 1866. 


3. In Amharic.—(Received February 16, 1866, after our arrival at Korata.) 

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God. 

From the King of Kings,Theodorus. May it reach Aito Hormuzd Rassnm. How 
have you passed the time ? I, God Ik* praised, am well. How liave your brothers 
(Dr. Blanc and Lieutenant Prideaux) passed the time ? Ask them from me. After 
we parted, by the power of God, we found two lion cubs and one young antelope, and 
we have sent them to you. I have come to Metcha expressly for the purpose of 
inouiring about your safe arrival at your destination. If God permit I shall see you, 
and will come to you in a lx>at. 

(Without date.) 


4. In Amharic.—(Received February 18, 1866.) 


(After compliments.) 

By the power of God, when I heard of your safe arrival at Korata I was extremely 
rejoiced. Be of good cheer; I have ordered Agafaru Golam to proceed at once to 
release the prisoners and bring them to you, in order that I might send you to your 
country. 

With respect to the four double-barrelled fowling-pieces and eight double- 
barrelled pistols, with their moulds and appurtenances, which you have brought to me, 
M. Bourgard has written to me to say that he sent to his brother and obtained them 
for the purpose of presenting them to me. I have therefore ordered 4,000 dollars to be 
paid to him by the Ingada Has of Tigre. 

You told me that M. Munzinger entertained a sincere regard for me, and oonse- 

* Th'a is a tr»n*!ai«jn of an Amharic letter which wma tent by Hit Majesty, with a request that it should be 
returned to him after it was translated into English. 
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« • i . .i» . r '• 'r • s* > • • • ' • • • ' . T*»t me know 

(inmt)Y when' you gol winh-to «nd himhy you* tok*n of my erteem. Ut me know 

| hat will be aL-ptable, in order that X may prepare it. 


what will be* acccptabl 
(Without date.) 


5. In Amharic. 


(An "^7uZ:^t^ ™t* (monger.) of yoma, who am «£* 

Koyal ^it. Be ^^J v^rthe^U) 

Captain Cwnmn (at Massowah). £ nK Ush, and in order that 

B.^u«e I delayed in an»wenn B yourletter. Oaona rf (hig way to br mg 

you might not tear, but come to me Hormuad Rassam, who are a great man 

about the inti-rview J ghtm )d lx- brought to the notice of the 

and my fnend. It is necessary u on partj on hearing of 

eys& a?. as 

C^L from above love for our *ikc £ “w tuHoteZm al™ PlroxeGod, 

rjxs ^ * bring *» ^ my 

European friends, in order that they might come and see you. 

(Without date.) 


6. In Amharic.— (Received. February 24, 1866.) 

(Aftercomplinjents.) ^ ^ ^ ^ at hearing of your weU-being. 

Dated Friday, the 10th of Zakatul. 

7. In Amharic.— (Received February 27, 1866.) 

(After compliment*.) iVirmif _ h the devil, without consideration; and now I 

I acted formerly erroneously, though the m vni, ' . to thp prisoners) 

K&5 S’! Stortain for you U -* £ Ed .VaiTo 

\t* d Th JTo^°aU ho^ of your (the Eng J) friendship; otherwise 

I would not have acted so badly. 

Dated 16th of Zakatul._ 

8. In Amharic.—(Received March 1, 1866.) 

'“afisi a..- sarsst: 

for vou to make the messenger a present. Yoiu ain < f ^ 

«*• *■ * 

\mpleasing to God, do as you please. 

Dated 22nd of Zakatul. 


ti« i 


'Z&gpssxsi. 

goodwill in TOUT heart., and may lie cause you to open my blind eyes. 
Dated 21th of Zakatul. 


9. In Amharic.—{Received March 4, 1866.) 


may He 
and 


1 


463 

10 . fa At*ka'ric.—{RHT&rt Mart* 7 , 1866 .) 


(After compliments.) 

When the people (prisoners) i«each y*ra, we wfll consult, I has* tried to find some 
Vnce silk amongst mV property, and Mso in the market in this country, but did not 
succeed 1 ; but of the ‘silks with which you presented I have sent -three pieces, with their 
lining. If they will suit Vou, make shirts of them, and wear them for me; hut if you 
thing they will bring any obloquy on me—because, what hurts iny reputation hurts 
yours—send me an hnswer. 

Dated 28th of Zakatul. 


'll. 7n Amharic.—(Received March 11, 1866. 1 ) 

(After compliments.) 

Agafaru Golam has sent to inform me that our people (prisoners) had arrived, by 
the power of God (at Debra Tabor). I have greatly rejoiced, and I wish you also to be 
glad. Walda Gahir informed me that*yo*u had wished the doctor to go to him (Consul 
Cameron). Very well; let Aito Samuel go with him at once. When they reach you 
safety, let me at once know of their arrival, by the power of God, in order that, we may 
have a chat together. 

Dated Friday, the 1st of Magabut. 


12. In Amharic.—(Received March 15, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

Your servant Dasta, who came from Massownh, has informed me of the re-estab* 
bailment of order in Tigr6, and other matters. By the power of God, 1 have rejoiced 
greatly. I am glad to hear of their (the prisoners) safe arrival, and of the good health 
of you all. 

Dated Monday, the 4th of Magabut. 


13 . In Amharic. 

(After compliments.) 

By the power of God, and the fortune of Queen Victoria and myself, those people 
(prisoners) whom my friend (the Queen) asked me to release have reached you safety; 
and when I heard of it I was glad. What my friend the Queen naked me to do I have, 
by the power of God, performed. In the letter which my friend the Queen sent, it is 
thus said : “ We have sent to you Mr. Hormuzd Kaflsam, who was Governor at Aden, 
and whom we esteem and trust; consult with him concerning what you require of us, 
and he will do it for you.”* She says, now I am blind, and what L require is a remedy,! 
to give light to ray eyes. As I have gladdened your heart, I wish you to gladden mine, 
by sending and obtaining for me (such a remedy). Of the translation of the Queen’s 
communication w hich you gave me 4 I send you a copy, in order that you may hear it. 
I wish you to ask the people (prisoners) w hom you have, by the power of God, released 
before your brother’s and Mr. Waldmeier’a party, whether it is true they lmd abused 
him (the King) or not. 

Dated a.m. 7358, and a.d. 1858, in the year of St. Mark, on the 6th of Magabut. 


Charges against the Prisoners. 

(After compliments.) 

* The charges against Cameron, who calls himself Consul, are these:—This gentle¬ 
man and his agent Bardel sent to tell me that they had come as messengers from the 
Queen, and wished me to receive them. By the power of God, I sent an escort to 
Massowah and brought him up. I was then at Debra Mai, in tin*, district of Metcha. 
When he arrived, I sent my noble* to meet him, and had a salute fired for him. 
According to the custom of my country, I decorated my house for his reception, and 

• l do nut know how this portage htu crept into the translation. It waa deemed inexpedient to diacuaa the 
matter. 

f A scientific man. 

j The tran.latiop «u made at the request of Hit Majesty, with the asaiatance of Mr. Pride* ux, the Royal 
Chief Scnoe, .Samuel, and one of mjr Abyssinian interpreter*. 
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welcomed him therein, by the power of God. He then gave me a letter, which he raid 
wan from the Queen; after I had read the letter, he presented me with a double- 
barrelled gun and a pair of double-barrelled pistols, which he said were presents from 
the Queen. I bowed on receiving them, and thanked Her Majesty for them. In the 
letter the Queen said that she wishes to be my friend and relation, and that she heard 
that I loved and befriended her on account of what I had done for Plowden and his 
party against the people of ray country; that formerly England and Ahysmma had an 
interest; and now she wished that her Consul should remain with me, and that sports¬ 
men and merchants should be allowed to follow their avocations. He (the Consul) said 
to me that a Consul from me should go to England, and my sportsmen and merchants 
also, and that, by the ? »ower of God, we (the English) would protect them. I was glad 

at hearing this, and said, " Very well.” . , , .. 

In accordance with the rules of my country, I treated him and Bardel well. 

I told the Consul that the Turks had taken my country, and were mv enemies; 
nor had I a ship to do my work, by the power of God, and I said that I wished that 
the minion nJ prcwnU which I intended to send to the Queen, should beconveved 
safely I gave him a friendly letter to the Queen, and sent him away, rhe letter 
which he brought me (from the Qilecn), and the consultation which we had together he 
abandoned, and went to the Turks, who do not love me, and betore whom he insulted 
and lowered me. He stayed with them some time, and returned to me. 1 asked him, 
“ Where is the answer to the friendly letter I entrusted you with; what have you come 
for ?” He said to me, “ I do not know.” So I said to him, “ You are not the servant 
of my friend the Queen, as you had represented yourself to be, and, by the power of 
my Creator, I imprisoned him. Ask him if he can deny this. . 

The charge against Bardel is this: that he told me that he wished to make me 
acquainted with the Emperor of the French. I said to him, “ Very well; and sent 
him. He came back, and said that the Emperor refused to sec him. I answered, Never 
mi ml; 1 have my God.” After keeping silence (for some months), he asked me to 
release Makerer ns a Frenchman. I replied that he had formerly told me that he 
wished to make me acquainted with the Emperor of the French, and on lus return (rrom 
France) he had told me that he had been ignored. I said then, “ For whose sake shall 
shall I release him?” and I refused to do so. He was angiy at what 1 said; and in 
mv Court he ungirt himself and covered his head with the doth. I was annov<*<l at 
this, and, by the power of my Lord, I imprisoned lum. Ask him if lie can deny this. 


Charges against the rest of the Prisoners. 

The other prisoners have abused me, I am well aware. I used to love and honour 
them. A friend ought to be a shield to his friend, and they ought to have shielded me. 
Why did they not defend me? On this account l disliked them. 

Now. by the power of God, for the sake of the Queen, and the British people, and 
yourselves, 1 cannot continue my dislike towards them. I wish you to make between 
hs a reconciliation from the heart. If I am in fault, do you toll me, and I will requite 
them; but if you find that I am wronged, I wish you to get them to requite me. 


14. In Amharic.—(Received March 19, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) , . .. 

With regard to the affair of Cameron and his party, I used to reckon them as my 
friends and honoured them, and it has been proved to you that they have wronged me. 
For the sake of our Lord, and, below him, for the sake of the great Queen, my friend, 
Victoria, 1 have forgiven them. The contents of your letter have made me glad, by 
the power of God ; l wish to bow my head and kiss your hand and loot. 1 want you 
to come to me, in order that we may consult together. 

The relations of Cameron and his imprisoned companions have written to me in 
sorrow about them. Bv the power of God, and for the sake of my friend the great 
Queen Victoria, I have ‘been reconciled to them, and by the power of our Creator we 
will consult on all matters when we meet. 

Dated Sunday, the 10th of Magabut. 


• A mark of in*ult in Abywiui*. especially before a Sore reign. 
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15. In Amharic,—(Received March 20, 1866.) 


(After compliments.) 

Unavoidable business has called me hence, and I wish you to remain where you 
are until I return, when I will send for you. 

Dated the 12th of Magabut. 


16. In Amharic.—(Received March 21, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

1 have been desirous and anxious to have an interview with you, but now I intend 
to be absent from this place for a day or two. When I return, by the power of God, I 
will send for you, as I am longing for your friendship. May our Creator cause us to 
meet in peace, and may He give you and me health. 

Dated Wednesday, the 13th of Magabut. 


17. In Amharic.—(Received March 23, 1866.) 


(After compliments.) 

By the power of God, I have returned in safety to my homo. I had gone to escort 
my horses, which were coming to me, and now may He cause me to meet with you 
my friend, in safety. * J * 

I used to pray to our Creator that the people (prisoners) whom I disliked and 
imprisoned might reach you in health and safety. Now, firstly, I pray that God may 
give peace ami prosperity to my friend the Queen; and secondly, that lie may give 
you, who are the flower of my gladness, health and long life. 1 also crave from our 
Creator that He will cause you to concede me your love. With regard to myself, 
whether I dislike you or love you, oh English! you can discover from mv conduct in 
the affair of Plowden and Ynhames (Mr. Bell). According to the rules of my country 
and my ability, I used to love and honour them (the English). My love and honour 
towards them was for the purpose of obtaining the regard of the Queen and yourselves. 
That love of yours which 1 was longing for, I feel convinced I have obtained, and, by 
the power of God, it has given me joy. I send you, by Alaka Engeda, boats. Come 
yourself and the |mrty of Kantiba Hallo (the Europonnartizaus). 

Dated Friday, the 15th of Magabut. 

Note. After the receipt of this letter, Dr. Blanc, Mr. Prideaux, and myself 
repaired to Zegav. Ills Majesty gave us a most magnificent reception. He consulted 
with all his nobles and his best advisers about our leaving Abyssinia, and it was 
determined that we should all depart hence. 


18. In Amharic.—(Received March 28, 1866.) 


(After compliments.) 

By the power ol God, let me know quickly of your safe arrival (at Korata). 
Dated A\ ednesday, the 20th of Magabut. 


19. In Amharic. 

(After compliments.) 

Before this I sent to inouirc after your safe arrival, and afterwards Lij Abitow and 
hw party came and informed me of it. By the power of God, I was greatly delighted. 
I had ordered the party of Kantiba Ilailo (the European artisans) to do certain work 
(to make saddles shields, &c.); if it is completed, I wish you to hold yourselves in 
readiness to start (for Europe), by the power of God. 

Dated Friday, the 22nd of Magabut. 


6 C 
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20. In Amharic. 

(Alter compliment*.) # . 

The shirt* which you have tent me by Owns Mahomed have reached me, ani 1 
return you my thanks for them. Why do you give yourself such trouble and such 
thought for me ? You are my guest, and it is for me to inconvenience myself for you. 
If God assist you, I wish you to trouble yourself about what I require, but do not 
incommode yourself by parting witli your property, oh my brother l 

At Amba Chara, in the Province of Wagg&ra, my toll-keepers seized some 
messengers who were coming this way with letters.* They imprisoned them and sent 
the pocket to me. I fould it directed in an European langage, and as I thought it 
might bo your own, I send it to you unopened. If you should find it to be yours, I 
have directed that your messengers should be released; if not, return the packet to me, 
and I shall order the messengers to be brought to me. 

I have ordered some cows to be given to you, in order that you may have v a tfleiyy 
feast. I did not know that your Easter fell liefore ours, but thought that they corre¬ 
sponded in date, otherwise I would have sent them before. Why did you not inform 
me, since my house is yours, and the house of your brothers and friend ? 

Dated Monday, the 25th of Mogahut. 


21. In Amharic—(Received April 5, 1866.) 

,1 i V # * 

(Alter compliments.) 

I have been long fasting, and have abstained from eating moat, and I am anxious 
to see the light of Easter. Pray that I may see it in health. By the power of God, 1 
will also offer up to Dim the same supplication for you. 

Dated Wednesday, the 27th of Magahut. 


22. In Amharic.—(Received April 8, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

May God grant me a meeting with you, my friends, after the light of Easter. The 
token of friendship, namely, the tin box, which you sent to me I have received with 
much pleasure, and I return you my best thanks for it. 

I have ordered Lij A hi tow to take your mules through Dembca, and Kantiba Hallo 
and Aito Samuel to bring you to me. 

Dated 30th of Magahut. 


23. In Amharic.—(Received April 9, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

I send you good tidings of my having passed Easter. How have my friends passed 
it? Let me know if vou have spent it happily and prosperously, by the power of God. 
Dated Monday, the 2nd of Miazia. 


24. In Amharic.—(Received April 10, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

When 1 heard of your good health and prosperity, hv the power of God, I was 
greatly delighted. Very well, as you say, Lij Abitow shall take them by the lower 
road, and your baggage will cross to any spot which you may choose. I have directed 
Agafaru Goolam and the party of Aito Kasa to convey it for you. 

Dated the 3rd of Miazia. ’ 

• »*'. a „ 

Note .—After the receipt of this letter. Dr. Blanc, Mr. Prideaux, and myself 
repaired to Zegay, according to appointment, on the 13th April, when wc were all 
arrested on the pretence that we did not take the released prisoners with us. 


• The#® letter* were those 1 here tent down to the coast, containing communications from all my party. 
Tbay were sent down again w ibe beginning of April. 
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25. In Amharic.-^(Recvwwd April 17, 1866;) 


In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God. 

From God’s slave and his created being, the son of David, the son of Solomon, the 
King of Kings, Theodorus. To my friend and counsellor, the servant of the Queen of 
England, Hormuzd Rassam, Esquire. 

My desire is that you should send to Her Majesty the Queen and obtain for mo a 
man who can make cannons and muskets, and one who can smelt iron, and an 
instructor of artillery. I want these people to oome here with their instruments and 
everything necessary for their work, anti then they shall teach us and return. By the 
power of God, forward this our request to England. 

(Without date.) 

Note .—This letter was received on the 17th April, when His Majesty wished to 
send Mr. Flad to England to bring him artisans. 


26. In Amharic. 

(Only contains compliments, without date.) 

Note .—This letter was received on the 9th August, after our imprisonment in 
chains at Magdala. 


27. In Amharic.—(Received September 15, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

Lch’s party left in a hurry, and I could not answer you by them. How have you 
and your brothers (Dr. Blanc and Mr. Prideaux) spent the rainy season? By the 
power of God, be of good cheer; I am coming to you shortly, and wo will meet. 

8ince we separated, a large gun has been cast for me; when it is finished I shall 
let you know. 

* By the power of God, I shall not forsake you, so be of good cheer. Ask Consul 
Cameron, Mr. Stern, and their party, how they have passed the rainy season. 

(Without date.) 


28. In Amharic.—(Received October 3, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

I send you your things by your messenger, who came from Matemma. 

(Without date.) 

Note .—On hearing that I wns sending to Matemma for stores, His Majesty 
undertook the transportation of them thence to Magdala. 


29. In Amharic.—(Received October 19, 1866.) 
(Only compliments. Without date.) 



Copy of Correspondence between Mr. Rassam and the Emperot Theodore. 

( 1 .) 

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God 1 

From the King of Kings, Theodorus. May this reach Mr. Hormuzd Rassam. 
How have you passed the time ? I, by the power of God, am well. Ask Dr. Blanc, 
Mr. Prideaux, Mr. Cameron, and his party, and Mr. Stem and his party, from, me, how 
they have passed their time. 

Your servant, whom you wished me to send to Matemma, I have sent for you. I 
















hare ordered your things to be brought to Walmec bv camels, and thence I liave ordered 
my people to bring them hither by the power of God. 

Mr. Flad 1 ms returned to Matwow ah, and sent me the inclosed letter.* Peruse it, 
and wait till I arrive, as I am coming to you by the power of God. I will consult with 
you as to the answer I shall send. 

(Without date.)—-Received December 28, 1860. 


( 2 -) 


(After compliments.) 

Mr. Flad lias sent (written) to me as follows:— 

“ I had formerly sent to you Mr. llassam in the affairs of Cameron and his party, 
and we heard that you had received him with favour and with friendship. We had also 
consented to all the things you required, and had given them over to Mr. Flad, but 
after that wo heard that your friendship towards him had changed, but we hope that the 
friendship existing between us and yourself will not be changed.” 

This is wlmt was sent to me, and I am going to reply as follows:— 

“Formerly England and Ethiopia were on terms of friendship, and I also, having 
knowledge of this, used to love you exceedingly. But (since then) having heard that 
they (tho English) have calumniated! and hated me with the Turks, I said to myself. 
Can this be truo? and I felt some misgiving in my heart, llowever, I trust there is no 
enmity between Ethiopia and the Euglish, hut that there is friendship. We do not 
esteem those our caluininatc and hate the English, and so should you, for our sake, not 
esteem those who calumniate and hate the people of Ethiopia. Mr. Ka.ssnrn and his 
party, whom you sent to me, 1 have placed in my house, in my capital at Mngdula, and 
I will treat them well, until I obtain a token of your friendship.” 

I shall write the above to Mr. Flad, and I wish you also, for the sake of obtaining 
for me their (the Queen's friendship and love, to write at the same time to the proper 
authorities, and send the letter to me, by the power of God. It is necessary that you 
should send a man immediately to us, in order that he may bring us* Mr. Flad 
quickly. 

(Without date.)—Received January 7, 1807. 


(3) 


(After compliments.) 

Mr. Flad has written to me again, and tho letter which lie lias inclosed ,X I send it 
to you herewith. 

Now in order to prove the good relationship between me and vourself, let it be 
shown by your writing and getting the skilful artisans, and Mr. Flad to come via 
Mutemma. This will lie the sign of our friendship. When you luite my enemies and 
love my friends, and I shall prove wanting in my friendship towards you, leave me to 
God (as my Judge). Even Solomon, the son of David, the great King, God's created 
being and slave, when he wished to build the Temple in Jerusalem, was i»erplexcd 
(about finding skilful artisans). Falling at the feet of King Hiram of Tvre, he lagged 
him for carpenters and skilful artisans, who assisted in lmildii g t ic Temple. And now, 
when I used to fall girded at the feet of the great Queen, her nobles, peoples, and hosts, 
I found Mr. Stern and his party abused me and lowered me. Also when 1 scuta 
friendly letter to the great Queen of the English, the Defender of the Faith, the succour 
of the needy, the friend of God, the favourite of God, Victoria, Mr. Cameron refused 
me an answer. Also you, Mr. Rassain, said Hint you were coming from the Queen, and 
came to me. Consenting to this, I received you in a friendly maimer, and treated you 
to the best of my ability. When I read the letter§ which you brought me, which 
asked me to release and pardon|| all the Europeans, whom I had hated and imprisoned, 
I consented, and sent and had them released at once, by the power of our Creator, 

• Copy of Her Majesty* letter of October 4. 1866. 

f TWi may hare a reference to his grictaare again*! Captain Cameron for going to Kassala, when lie went 
down to the coa«t with the letter to the Queen.— Vide His Majesty's letter of 6th Majabut (14th March, 1866), 
and charges attached thereto. 

J From I.ieutr mint-Colonel Mere wether. 

V Her Majesty’s letter. 

| This is another interpolation. 
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before I passed the night. Before they came to me I gave them over to you, in order 
that the Queen and her Government might be pleased. But you, before you asked 
them as to the crime which they had committed, and which caused their imprisonment,* 
and without finding whether I was wrong, in order that I might compensate them, or 
if they were guilty, in order that I might obtain a favour! from the Queen before you 
brought them to me, you sent them away4 

I had also heard that the English and the Turks had entered into an alliance. I 
kept my vexation to myself and saul nothing.§ 

Now Mr. Flad has sent me a most friendly and pleasing letter. (| As Solomon 
fell at the feet of Hiram, so I, beneath God, fall at the feet of the Queen and her 
Government and her friends. I wish you to get them (the skilful artizuns) rii 
Matemma, in order that they may teach me wisdom, and show me clever arts. When 
this is done I shall make you glad, and send you away by the power of God. 

Written in the year of St. Luke, on Saturday the 28th day of the month Tuhsas 
(answering to January 5,1867). 

Received January 8, 1867. 


Copies of Letters from Mr. Rustam to the Emperor of Abyssinia . 

(••) 

To Ilis Most Gracious Excellent Majesty Theodoras, Emperor of Ethiopia. 

Most Gracious Sovereign. Magdala, November 21), 1806. 

I liave the honour to inform your Majesty that I am necessitated to write to 
Matemma for stores, as those provisions you kindly scut me some time ago are nearly 
finished. 

1 am sending for this purpose Sarankail, with a few mules, and I beg that your 
Majesty \> ill give him permission to go, and will extend to him your protection thither 
aud kick. 

1 have heard with regret that Daftara Dasta whom I had sent to Massowah a few 
months book, for the purpose of bringing for your Majesty some books for showing tho 
mode of casting guns and shot, and for teaching artillery practice, and other tilings lias 
been seized and imprisoned by the rebels while passing through Wajara. 

As l am anxious to know the facts of the ease, I am sending one of my servants 
to the house of Dasta at Gondor, to inquire about him, and the things he brought with 
him; and 1 trust that your Majesty will grant him leave to proceed on his duty. 

1 hope your Majesty will pard’on me for the liberty 1 am taking in sending llailo 
to convey to you this letter, and in troubling you with the above matters, as I have no 
one in his country except vour Majesty, on whom I can rely for assistance. 

My companions, Dr. Blanc and Mr. Frideaux, Captain Cameron uml his party, aud 
Mr. Stern and his party, l>eg to send tlieir respectful compliments to your Miyesty. 

Hoping that this letter will find you in perfect health and prosperity, I 
remain &c. 

(Signed) H. RAS8AM. 


( 2 .) 

Most Gracious Sovereign, Magdala , January 7, 1867* 

I have had the honour of receiving your Majesty’s two letters; the first by my 
servant llailo, and the second by Itas Ingada, together with a cony of my Queen’s 
letter to you, which was forwarded to your Majesty from Massowah by Mr. I* 1 lad. 

Agreeably to your Majesty’s desire, I have written to my Government about what 

• These question# were asked, as will be seen from iny corresp mdencc with Ilis Majesty, doled ICth March, 
1866. 

t The favours which he is now asking from Government. 

t The King gave them permission to go away, a* will he seen from His Majesty's letter dated 3rd Maaia; and 
moreover he appointed an officer to escort them named Lij A Into*. I never did anything without ronsuliing his 
Baldaraba (Agent), whom His Majesty told me ** he esteemed and trusted.” The prisoners were forgiven on the 
29th January, and again on the 10th Majahut (17th March, 1866), and for the third time, in presence of all. on 
the 17th April, 1866, when he said, " For Christ's s»ke let us forgive each other;" and asked all the prisoners to 
be grateful to Mr. KAssam for their release. 

§ This bos reference to the charges which be trumped up on the 25th June, as mentioned in my note of that 

date. 

H Copy of Her Majesty’s letter of October 4, 1866. 
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you have communicated, and I hope that your request will he complied with. I send 
Mahomed Snead, one of my servants, with the letter, which I have given to him open 
in order that your Majesty might have it read if vou desire it. Allow me to return you 
my best, thanks for your Majesty’s kindness for having sent to Matemma for the stores 
1 required, and I trust that our Heavenly Father will reward you for your acts of 
friendship. l)r. Blanc, Mr. Prideaux, Captain Cameron and his party, Mr. Stern and 
his party, desire to present your Majesty with their respectful compliments. 

I remain, &c. 

(8igned) H. RASSAM. 


(3.) 

Most Gracious Sovereign, Magdala, January 8, 1867. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Majesty’s letter of the 28th 
Talmas, which reached me this morning. 

1 return you my best thanks for the letter you have kindly inclosed me from Mas- 
sowah. It is from Colonel Mcrewether, the Resident at Aden, who it appears has been 
entrusted with the management of what my Queen wrote to you alxmt. 

He writes to say that he is anxiously awaiting your Majesty's reply to Mr. Flad’s 
communication. 

I have already written regarding Mr. Flad and the articles which my Queen had 
ordered for ypur Majesty as a token of her friendship, and that they are to be sent at 
once to Matemma. 

I must take this opportunity of reiterating to your Majesty my assurances that up 
to this time I have always deemed it my sacred duty, though in chains, to do every¬ 
thing towards cementing the friendship between Ethiopia and England. 

It is no little consolation to me to find, from my Queen’s letter to your Majesty, 
how anxious she is to continue her friendship with you. 

I pray our Heavenly Father to grant that the friendship which I have been anxious 
to cultivate between my Queen and your Majesty will bo completed to the satisfaction 
of all. 

Dr. Blanc, Mr. Prideaux, Captain Cameron and his party, Mr. Stern and his party, 
bog to send their respectful compliments to your Majesty. 

I remain, «fcc. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


No. 551. 

Lord Stanley to Lord Lyons. 

(No. 08.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , March 15, 1807. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 81 of the 4th instant,* 1 have to instruct 
your Excellency to convey to the Armenian Patriarch at Constantinople, the thanks of 
Her Majesty’s Government for the kind manner in which he responded to your request 
to lend his assistance with the view of inducing the King of Abyssinia to set at liberty 
the British captives detained in that country. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 552. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Mcrewether to Mr. Murray.—(Received March 15.) 

Sir, Aden, February 18, 1S67. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 15th ultimo, 
and to submit the following for the information of Lord Stanley:— 

2. The two points on which the Lords of the Treasury require information are ; with 
regard to past expenditure ; and as to probable future requirements. 

3. With regard to the first, the description of Mr. Knssam’s position given in your 
letter to the Lord Treasurer, dated 10th January, is strictly correct. It needs only to add 
explanation as to his salary and that of the other officers with lyin, and how it comes to 
be drawn through the India Office. 


No. 516. 
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4. In July, 1864, I received instructions from Earl Russell, concurred in by 
Sir C. Wood, Secretary of State for India, to dispatch Mr. Rassam to Abyssinia w th a 
letter from Her Majesty to the Emperor Theodores, which it was hoped would effect the 
liberation of Captain Cameron and others detained in the country. Mr. Rassam was then 
employed in the position of First Assistant here. As such he was in the receipt of 
800 rupees per mensem. Being selected for so important amission, it was considered just 
that theie should be some increase to his salary. On referring the question to India, it 
was there decided, and afterwards, I conclude, concurred in by Earl Russell, that while so 
employed, Mr. Rassam should receive 1,200 rupees per mensem, or 4(H) rupees beyond 
what be had been drawing as First Assistant Political Resident at Aden. It wns decidedly 
objectionable for various reasons, which will be apparent, and do not require entering into, 
that Mr. Rassam should go alone, and as the most useful person who could accompany him 
would be a medical officer, Assistant-Surgeon Blanc was appointed, and his salary fixed at 
800 rupees per mensem. Dr. Blanc had no specific appointment here, so the whole of his 
salury was chargeable to the Abyssinian Mission. Payment commenced from the date of 
these officers leaving Aden, viz.. 21st July, 1864. Afterwards, when it was seen that the 
Emperor of Abyssinia paid no attention to the presence of the Mission which Imd been for 
months awaiting at Massowah his recognition and summons, it wns deemed advisable by 
Earl Russell to enlarge the Mission by the addition of some military el *ment. I was 
instructed to select an officer from the garrison of Aden, who would he qualified to net in 
association with, though not in supersession of, Mr. Rassam. I dispatched Lieutenant 
Prideaux, then Acting Second Assistant Political Resident, and obtained from the garrison 
of Aden the services of another officer for my office. Lieutenant Prideaux being associated 
with only, not superseding Mr. Rassam, it was judged that his salary should he the same 
ns that which had been fixed for Dr. Blanc, viz., 800 rupees per mensem. The salaries of 
the officers comprising the Mission were then fixed as follows, 

Mr. Rassam .. .. ,, .. 1,200 rupo** per monaem. 

Dr. Blanc .. ., .. .. 800 » » 

Lieutenant Prideaux .. . . .. ., 800 „ „ 


Total .. •• i. .. 2,800 „ h 

or 33,000 rupees per annum. These amounts have been regularly drawn by them since 
and will continue to be until the Mission is broken up. In the account, however, between 
the Indian and Imperial Government, I have been lately informed a new arrangement has 
been established, and that is, not to charge the whole of the salary of the above o 
but only as much as is over and above the ordinary charges for the Aden Residency. 
Thus:— 

R«. a. r. 

Extra to Mr. Ita«*am ,, ,, 400 0 0 

Ditto to larulcnant Prnlraux .. .. 243 6 0 

Additional calory to exivting, and pay to extra officer* employed at Aden in 

couaequcnce of the absence of the above .. ., .. 716 10 0 

Total .. .. .. .. |,S60 0 0 

Whole talary to Dr. Blanc, who held no prex iou* appointmeut .. 800 0 0 

Grand total .. .. .. 2,160 0 0 

In the account forwarded from the Treasury, the whole of Lieutcnunt Pridcaux’s pay, 
as well as the whole of Lieutenant Abbott’s, the extra officers, has been erroneously 
debited to the Imperial Government. This would he fully explained on reference to the 
India Office in London, if it was thought necessary. M. Munzinger was appointed Consul 
at Massowah, on Mr. Rassam leaving to proceed up country to the Emperor’s Court. This 
appointment was most necessary, to enable communication to be kept up with Mr. Rassam, 
and supplies to be sent to him. It was approved by Earl Clarendon. 

5. With regard to the contingencies, the sums alluded to have been cither expended 
on Government account by Mr. Rassam, and imprested by him to Consul Cameron and 
others to meet public demands. The presents were taken up country to give to the 
Emperor. Messengers had to be well paid to communicate with the captives and with the 
King. People to whom courtesy was due, or whose friendship it was advisable to cultivate, 
had to be entertained when with Mr. Rassam. The stores were necessaries sent up to the 
captives, on the receipt of which their lives depended. All these will be regularly explained 
and duly vouched to by Mr. Rassam on his return from Abyssinia. He informs me he has 
the accounts carefully kept, but cannot submit them in proper detail while he is kept in 
confinement. The 800 German crowns advanced to M. Munzinger, as well as other sums 
since placed at his disposal for current expenses, will all be accounted for at the end of this 
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year '31»t March). The 107/. 6#. 9 d. was, I believe, on account of 500 dollars sent up to 
Khartoum for Mr. Ramin’s use. If used, it will be accounted for by him. If not 
lequired, it will returned through the Consul-General in Egypt. 

6. Of the 6,800/. issued to the Chief Clerk of the Foreign Office, nearly 3,900/. was on 
account of presents and artisans recently dispatched from England by Her Majesty's 
Government as a last attempt to effect the liberation of the captives by friendly means. 
There are also some other charges on this account incurred in passage from Egypt to 
Aden, and at that place, as well as at Massowah, all of which will be submitted at the end 
of the year, with proper explanations. I mention them merely to show they will have to 
be met a a well as the continued charges on account of current salary to Mr. Rassam and 
hi* contingent CXinmaes Should the last attempt fad, the artisans will be at once sent 
back to England according to agreement. The expensive part of the presents, the 
machinery, and so forth, all but a few things which may be found of use to reward people 
whose services have been taken advantage of, will be sold off, and the realisations credited 
to Government. In this manner some portion of the 3,900/. above-mentioned will be 
letuned. 

7 With regard to future cx|>cnditure it is impossible to give anything more than an 
approximate idea. The following, however, may be of assistance as a guide to what has 
to be provided for. The salary to Mr. Rassam and the other members of the Mission 
from 1st June to 31st May, 1867, will be a certain charge. Also the pay of the Vice- 
Cons-ulat Massowah, which has been increased to 300 rupees per mensem. Contingencies, 
in which a r e included sums expended by me in presents, obtaining information, sending 
messengers, &c.; also necessary charges for similar reasons by Mr. Rassam. Pay to, and 
casual expenditure in connection with artisans awaiting the opportunity to proceed to the 
Emperor's Court, this has to be met, as their detention at Massowah is no tault of theirs. 
And finally, the additional money expended in the transit of the artisans from Egypt to 
Aden and Massowah. Salary to Mr. Itassam and Mission from 1st June, 1866, to 
31 si May, 1867, about 2,600/. Sulary to Vice-Consul at Massowah, 360/. Contingencies, 
500/. Pay and casual expenditure in connection with artisan3 to 31st May, 1867, 1,700/. 
If they are sent hack to England, as may be the case, the salary will cease on their 
reaching England, and the balance unappropriated for salary will go to pay passages home. 
Extra expenditure in transit from Egypt to Aden and Massowah, 400/. In round figures, 
b*iv 0,000/. will have to be provided to cover the want* of the year. 

8. How long beyond the 31st May next these charges will continue, must necessarily 
he a matter of mere conjecture, as the circumstances are entirely beyond control. Should 
the course of events proceed ns they now promise, and the empire of Theodoras come to 
an end, the release of Mr. Hassatn and his companions may very possibly be effected 
without any more vigorous or expensive measures being adopted. In that case the 
artisans would be returned to England, the valuable presents now lying at Massowah will 
be sold off, excepting a small portion which will be appropriated to reward those through 
whose friendly offices the release of the captives may he effected. 

0 par the absolute necessity of this expenditure now, no argument is necessary-. 
Certain of Her Majesty’s subjects are detained by an indejteudent potentate, under, it is 
supposed, a misapprehension. Their situation is imperative, and as long as there remains 
n chance of its being brought about by friendly measures, even for a larger sum than that 
above estimated, might he considered cheap and politic to expend. It is the desire of Her 
Majesty’s Government that the liberation shall be so arranged it possible, and no effort on 
my part shall be spared to effect this. But I believe 1 shall be only acting up to Lord 
Stanley’s wishes, when I point out the absolute necessity of fair latitude in expenditure 
being allowed and provided for. 

I have, &<;. 

(Signed) W. L. MLREW ETIIER. 


No. 553. 

Mr. Murray to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Foreign Office, March 10, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 17th of Deeemlier, and to my reply of the 
10th of January last,* upon the subject of the heavy expenditure incurred in connection 
with the missions sent to Abyssinia with the object of releasing the ciptivcs there, I 
tuu directed by Lord Stanley’to transmit to you, for the information of the Lords of the 

• Not. 521 and 532. 
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Treasury, a eopv of a report from Colonel Merewether,* containing all the information 
which it is in his power to furnish with respect to the past and ftiture expenditure of 
the mission. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 554. 

Mr. Merieale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received March 19.) 

8ir, India Office , March 18, 1866. 

IN continuation of the letter from this Office dated the 14th of January last.t I am 
directed bv the Secretary of State for India in Council, to forward two statements of 
expense* incurred on account of Mr. Rassam’s mission to Abyssinia, amounting to 
7,990 rupees; and I have to request that the equivalent of that sum, viz., 799/., may lx* 
transferred to the credit of the Secretary of State in Council of India, at the Bank of 
England. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


Minutes. 

A previous implication for 921/. 12*. 2d. is waiting Colonel Merewether'* Report, 
sent to Treasury, March 18. 

H. C. ELIOT. 


Send both to Treasury as usual. 

March 22, 1867. ' J. M. 


No 555. 

Major-General Cog Man to Lord Stanley. 

My Lord, United Service Club, March 20, 1867. 

HAVING acquired considerable knowledge of Abyssinian affairs during my long 
tenure of office as Political Resident and Commandant at Aden, and having had the 
honour of being repeatedly consulted by Her Majesty's Government respecting our unfor¬ 
tunate captives in that country, whose release seems as far off as ever, I judged that 
1 might, without presumption, suggest a plan of proceedings which may prove of some 
service should the persistent obstinacy of King Theodoras eventually lead to hostilities 
against him. 

Encouraged by your Lordship to submit the said draft to your consideration, I left it 
in the hands of Mr. Murray yesterday. 

At the same time, I feel bound to state that in the preparation of this scheme of 
operations I have availed myself largely of the assistance of the Rev. Mr. Badger. Hie 
valuable sendees rendered by that gentleman in connection with the Persian expeditionary 
force, the frequent mention made of those services in the official despatches of the late 
Sir James Outrain, and their recognition by the Governments of India and Bombay, as 
also by Sir Edward Lugard, G.C.B., the present Under-Secretary at War, would be a 
sufficient warrant for my recurring to his aid on a question of this nat ure ; but in addition 
to such recommendations I beg to mention that on several occasions of political import¬ 
ance I have personally learned to set a high value on his abilities in all matters relating to 
the East. 

I ain unable to form even an approximate estimate of the probable expense of the 
suggested expedition, but am of opinion that it would fall considerably short of that 
entailed by the last Persian campaign, the cost of which must be known at the India 
Office. 

I am not without some hope, however, as already stated in the draft submitted, that 
such a demonstration as would be made by the preliminary arrangements proposed, if 


* No- 552. + No. 534. 
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diplomatically conducted with aricw to that reault, might induce King Theodorus to come 
to terms, and thereby render actual hostilities unnecessary. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. M. COGHLAN. 


Inclosure in No. 555. 

Scheme for an Abyssinian Expeditionary Force, by Major-General Coy Man. 

IN the event of hostilities against Thcodorus, King of Abyssinia, in order to avenge 
hia gross outrages upon British subjects, and his repeated insults to the Government in 
the persons of Her Majesty’s Representatives in that country, it is of the first importance 
to estimate beforehand the gravity of the enterprise, and to consider the measures best 
adapted to secure prompt and complete success. 

When once such a coercive policy has been decided upon, Her Majesty’s Government 
must be prepared for one of the following contingencies, On hearing of the projected 
expedition, King Thcodorus may—as he is known to have declared—sacrifice every British 
subject within his grasp; or, on the other hand, he may liberate the captives, offer every 
satisfaction in his power, and sue for pardon. 

A year ago the royal army was estimated at 50.000 fighting men. It is now conjec¬ 
tured not to amount to a fourth of that number, said to be restricted to the Province of 
Bcgemder while several of the other provinces, notably those of Wogcera, Wolkait, and 
Tigrc on the north and north-east, Gojam and Shoa on the south, and Lasta on the east, 
are in open rebellion against him. Further, it is imagined that some of the insurgent 
Chiefs arc capable of coping with Theodorus single-handed, but that one and all shrink 
from the attempt owing to a superstitious belief in his invulnerability. 

Whether such hesitation is to be attributed to that motive or not, it is clear that no 
great reliance can lie placed on those statements which represent the {K>wer of Theodorus 
as tottering to its fall. Similar prognostications have been made for years past, and, thus 
far, have not been verified by the result. 

In order, therefore, not to run the risk of under-estimating the possible resistance of 
Theodorus, the more prudent course would lie to organize a force capable of meeting any 
army which he may be able to bring into the field. 

Consul IMowdcn, who may be regarded as the best authority on ail matters connected 
with the military resources of the different chieftains, was of opinion that 5,000 disciplined 
troops would beat their combined forces, and that 10,000 would suffice for a permanent 
occupation of the country. 

But that .statement was made in 1854, one year prior to a later despatch which 
reported the brilliant achievements of Kasai, the future Theodorus, who had already “ united 
the whole of Northern Abyssinia under his sway,” and inaugurated a variety of measures 
calculated to consolidate his authority, and greatly to increase his military power. 

It would Ik; well-advised, therefore, to assume, in estimating the probable means of 
resistance on the part of Theodorus to a foreign invasion, that the defection of some of the 
prominent feudal Chiefs has been counterbalanced hv the strenuous efforts which he has 
made for years past to equip his soldiers with superior weapons, to have them better 
drilled and disciplined, and to add to the number and efficiency of his artillery. 

Taking this view of the ease, the British expedition should not consist of less than 
10,000 men of all arms. 

A smaller force would probably suffice if full advantage were taken of the actual 
unsettled state ot parties in the country, to enlist one or more of the insurgent Chiefs ou 
our side ; but whatever use mav he made of native co-operation, it would be highly undesi¬ 
rable that the commander of the British army should not he in a position to dispense with 
it, or to avail himself thereof on his own terms, or, in case of need, to punish any treachery 
on the part of such auxiliaries. 

Be-ides, it would seriously detract from the moral effect which may lie assumed to 
form one of the primary objects of the expedition, to afford the Abyssinia us any ground 
for believing that Great Britain could not obtain the desired satisfaction without their 
concurrence. 

Another consideration which should not be overlooked is that most of these insurgent 
Chiefs have separate interests, and the greatest discretion will Ik* required to avoid exc iting 
a jealousy between them which might induce the discontented to side with Thcodorus 
rather than with rivals whose co-operation had been preferred to ti er* by the invaders. 
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h a ^ efl ^ cllo , n shou,d home in mind under another aspect. It can scarcely 

in».n 0 ^ ♦ , ^mf°^ 5r * an u t,C,pat, °ns Consul Plowden twelve years ago would be 

fulh, ™® nt at the present time in the event of the overthrow of Theodorus 
• ~ Bnt, f. h arms. . A nting of the King at that period, he remarks: “Should he now 

T?] 1 K h,S d °*T nS r ° r faS “ batt ‘ e * the mis ™k ««<> anarchy that must 

awue wil! baffle all human calculation, and render peaceful interference' impossible. 

Ab^ssmm must then be left to her destinies, until some European Power shall think it 
worth while to conquer and instruct the most fertile of the African provinces.” 

- it i i grant f l 7 hat . tl,e Government entertains no such designs as those indicated 
m the latter clause ot the above quotation, and that we should retire from Abyssinia os 
soon as our legitimate objects were secured, it would be most undesirable in every wav to 
aggravate the intestine strife which would be certain to follow upon the departure of the 
British force, by fomenting fresh rivalries, or bv specially favouring one or more Chiefs who 
might, owing to their temporary alliance with us. secure a predominance in the country 

i ° f r°u competitors. Of course, this subject would assume 

a different phase should it be intended to establish order prior to our departure. 
But that supposition gives rise to a variety of considerations which need not he discussed 
here. One precautionary remartt, however, seems called for—namely, that the abandon- 

tte A n7rfh n *n?^ arC M * ,H ’ u a " ! , ™ b ; lhilit >*» Precipitate an attack bv the Egyptians 

Ihan ? rth |L i r ° m Massowah ’ at " h,ch ^tter place there is a much larger garrison 

than there has been for many years past. 88 

It IS bv no means intended by the foregoing remarks that native co-operation is to be 
dispensed with altogether It will be advisable on the contrary, ,o take 'every advantage 
of the friendly overtures of the principal t. hiefs occupying the line of march, and, if mod 
he. to secure tile neutrality ot others during the operation, of the British arm' , whenever 
those objects can be secured without compromise. They may he made useful a, convoys 
* n coll ecting supplies, keeping the roads open, obtaining intelligence, and in manv other 
subordinate wavs most serviceable to an invading army in a foreign country. The selection 

ixtxrsiXmX —*•«-.«»—» 

»i*!2 sersit sari ■**"* in —•»~* »*. 

n ? th K '7 ,1" j0Urr ? ! opposi, , e Adcn ) u > Shoa, Which has been recommend*d by 
D, hrapt But the road » rough desolate, and barren, and in several parts almost 
destitute ol water. I he French traveller, M Rochet. who traversed it four times, describes 
t thus : -“J ee rom pmivotr dire . . il y a pen do voyages plus fatigants pour 

J, e8p " t F K ; l ‘ r | le „ corp8 ' plu!t Pfnlleu* A la fois et plus monotone, que de pareourir lea 
dcserta des Adels Moreover, it i> by no means the nearest route to Begemder, the 
head.quarters of 1 lieodorua, ; nnd although the Shoa people would undoubtedly he ready 
to co-operate with the British, and might furnish a respectable contingent, nevertheless hh 
a wide extent of country interposes betwixt them and Begemder, inhabited by warlike 
G.d who would he as jealous of Sima ascendancy as they may he disaffected towards 
Theodorus. by contracting any alliance with the Shoana we may rua the risk of evoking 

he antagonism ot their (.alia rivals, and thereby dispose the latter to gravitate towards 
the Koval party. 

i T1 r'." l T’ i ! j' 0mC u,, 1 n “ti° n «bly hv Amphila iHanfila), situated on the western 
shore of the Red Sea, opposite to llodnda ; hut. Moresby descril.es it as *■ one of the most 
wretched places on the coast Ihe village, which hardly des. rvea the name, consist, of 
six m,serai, e In. s close to the sea on the verge of a sandy plain, and does not appear 
capable of luiuisliing any supplies. Consul Cameron calls it - a bad roadstead I d a 
worse landscape; very unfavourable to the shipment ot goods, with little water, and that 
of a had quality Another drawback, which he mentions is the fierce tribe ot the Taltals 
who occupy the intermediate region between the coast and the highlands in the interior 
and of whom »e know scarcely anything beyond their treachery uiel barbarity. The sole 
route" 1 *” 6 Vlclnltjr ’ thcre,0,v » 'l ui,e neutralized by the difficulties attending that 

Of the r, maining two only called for notice, as any others that might be suggested 
are comparatively unknown, and therefore inexpedient on an occasion like that* under 
consideration, when our object should be less to explore new lines of access, than to take 
advantage ot those which long expeiieuce his proved to be the most eligible 

, , lhe ab,,ve "**"■•<* lo are that by Zulla, in Annesley Bay,’to l alai and 

that towards the same point from Massowah. The former is undnublcdU'them-a.er rou 

r 1 ” tl L u pn " ,ipai ■w"** »«* r> ^- »i* «•* ****** 

the high tabkland. It i 9 but very little frequented at present; hence it is not likely to 
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furnish supplies in any considerable quantity. Another drawback is the scarcity of water 
in the level country around Zulla. Still, the route is so much nearer to Tigrd that it 
would be desirable to obtain, if possible, more detailed and reliable information respecting 
its eligibility for an invading army. 

Unless that route, however, is found to possess some peculiar advantages, the other, 
vifi Massowah will probably be found the most eligible. It is the ordinary cafilah road to 
and from the interior, and Consul Plowden calls it ** the most practicable ” and “ the only 
one desirable.” The country for fifty or sixty miles inland is inhabited by the Shihos, 
who are accustomed to furnish guides to all travellers, and are nominally under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the Governor of Massowah. The lofty mountains and narrow defiles within the 
above-named district are in their undisputed possession, and as the passage is regularly 
traversed by heavily-laden mules, it cannot present any serious obstacles to the 
impedimenta of an army. The Shihos, though a powerful tribe, have no fire-arms; but 
instead of opposing, there is every reason to believe that, for adequate remuneration, they 
would he most ready to facilitate the inarch of our troops through their territory. 

Massowah has a good harbour, and being the principal emporium of trade in that 
quarter offers facilities for obtaining supplies which would be looked for in vain at any 
other point on the coast. The existence, moreover, of a regular government on the island 
and udjoining mainland is another important consideration, presenting as it does perfect 
security for disembarkation, for the establishment of a dep6t, and for co-operating with the 
movements of the expedition generally. 

As Massowah and the neigbourhood form a part of the Turkish dominions, subject to 
the immediate jurisdiction of the Viceroy of Egypt, it would be requisite to procure the 
Imperial sanction for the passage of our army through the neutral territory, and for the use 
proposed to be made of the aforesaid district. It would be politically unadvisable either 
to ask for or to accept any further concession beyond a general order to the local authorities 
to afford such succour as may be consistent with a Sovereign’s rights and the main¬ 
tenance of Ottoman neutrality. 

The suggested Abyssinian expeditionary force of 10,000 men should be composed as 
follows 

Two regiments of Irregular Cavalry, Scind or Sikh. 

Three batten* s of Light Field Artillery, Armstrongs, all of one calibre for convenience 
in respect of ammunition; and, if the roads are found practicable, and four eight-inch 
mortars in park, and a supply of rockets. 

Two companies of Sappers. 

Three regiments of European Infantry. 

Four regiments of Native Infantry, one or two of which to be Sikh. 

The constitution ot the Staff, and the brigading of the force, are matters of detail which 
need not be discussed here. 

Of Departmental Stores there would be the following;— 

Ordnance Park. 

Engineer Stores. 

Commissariat Stores. 

Medical Stores. 

Quartermaster-General’s Stores. 

As an unusually large number of baggage animals will lie required, owing to the 
comparatively small size of the Abyssinian mules, and the difficulty of some of the passes, 
it would be desirable that a Land Transport Corps should be organized for that special 
service. 

A competent officer on the Head-Quarter Staff might be placed in charge of an 
Intelligence Department, to include a line of electric telegraph to be erected as the force 
advances into the interior, in order to keep up rapid communication with the coast. 

The officer in chame of the Comiuissiariat will make arrangements lor provisioning 
the troops on the estimates prepared by the several departments He will decide, in concert 
with the Political Officer, what supplies may be procurable on the spot and in the enemy’s 
territory. 

A good supply of rice from India ami compressed vegetables from France should be 
provided. Bags and packages generally should not exceed fitly pounds in weight; two of 
which to be earned by a mule. In the event of camels being available, double that 
quantity would term a load. The same department should be provided with a liberal 
supplv of " ntustaoks ” of various sizes. 

The officer in charge of the Land Transport Corps would make similar arrangements 
with the different departments for the number of animals severally required by them. It 
would further be bis duty to provide muleteers and forage, pack-saddles aud other harness 
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for the baggage males and camels, as well as suitable equipage for sick carriage. It it 
conceived that the roads are impracticable for ambulances, and dooly-beareni from India 
would scarcely be available in sufficient numbers. Our chief reliance in this respect must 
be on the camels and mules of the country, A •• kachava ” similar to that used in 
Afghanistan, but much lighter, would be the equipage best adapted to the purpose, it 
camels are procurable, and a pad with stirrups for mules. This subject should receive early 
consideration by the Medical Superintendent in communication with the Quartermaster- 
General’s department. 

Austrian Maria Theresa dollars of a.d 1708 are at present the only coin current in 
Abyssinia, and bricks of salt, brought from the district of Taltals, the only small change. 
Rupees, though refused at first, were eventually received both in Afghanistan and Persia; 
both those countries already possessed a silver currency of their own, and were therefore 
better acquainted with the value of our coin. As a similar result may not follow in 
Abyssinia, the attention of the Paymaster, in conjunction with the Political Officer, should 
be spew ally directed to this important subject. 

Commanding officers, both of cavalry and infantry, should take care to provide a good 
supply of boots for their men, and shoes for the horses, and should be reminded that the 
climate of the highlands, though temperate, is cold enough to necessitate woollen clothing. 

. . . , e nuwt economy will be requisite in respect of camp equipage, owing to the 
inferiority of the mules and camels of the country* and the ruggedness of the mountain 
fosses With the exception of a few tents for durbar and other public purposes, none 
should exceed the Indian-pattem soldier’s tent. Officers’ must double up. 

As the roads into the interior are generally difficult, and would occasionally require to 
be made for the passage of light artillery and heavy baggage, an ample supply of the 
requisite tools should accompany the expedition. 

As the place of debarkation is presumed to be on friendly territory, the camp 
equipage and much of the heavy stores might be sent on in advance, and located at an 
eligible point for a camp, at some distance from the coast, where water is abundant. On 
the arrival of the troops, they could be marched thither at once, and there prepared to 
advance into the interior. r ' 

It is also supposed that prior to such advance the Political Officer will have entered 
into amicable relations with some of the insurgent Chiefs on the line of march, to secure 
their neutrality or co-operation. A judicious proclamation might also be issued, setting 
forth the cause and object of the expedition; that we should discriminate between friends 
and foes; that all supplies of provisions, labour, and carriage would be liberally paid for: 
and that no interference with the different religions of the people was intended. 

As regards the quarter from which the European troops should be drawn, it might be 
urged that as Malta was about the same distance from Massowah as Bombay, it would be 
preferable to send them from the former garrison ; but there are solid reasons for 
preferring the dispatch of an expedition of this sort from India. In the latter case, the 
Artillery would have to embark and disembark once only—a matter of great importance 
with respect to that arm of the Service. It is true that European Infantry might be 
moved without much difficulty through Egypt, and re-embarked at Suez; still regiments 
from India are to be preferred, because they would carry with them a portion of their 
native followers a class on whom the efficiency of a force on an Eastern campaign very 
materially depends. Moreover, troops with officers and staff of Indian experience would 
be more at home in Abyssinia than any that could be dispatched from Europe • they 
would have less to learn. r 9 J 

The foregoing remark regarding followers applies particularly to hospital 
establishments, which it is believed, would in that respect be started more complete 
from India than from the European side, and the probable course of operations render* 
it important that the medical arrangements should be so efficient as to provide separate 
establishments for such depdts as may be expected to be left by the force as it 
moves into the interior, say, in the neighbourhood of Massowah, at. Halai, Adowa 

or other places of communication between the coast and the head-quarters of the advanced 
army. , 

avoidance of those differences and complications which a divided 
authority is calculated to engender, it is desirable that the military command and the 
diplomatic functions should be united in one person, 

Preliminary Arrangements 

It will be seen that several important preliminary inquiries are imperatively called for 
m order to the efficient execution of the foregoing scheme of operation*, to institute 
l 7 *J 6 F 
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those inquiries, and to carry out the precursory arrangements, it is suggested that an 
experienced Political Officer, with an Assistant, should proceed to Massowab, accompanied 
by the following staff:— 

1. An officer of the Quartermaster-General’s Department. 

2. An officer of Engineers. 

3. An officer of Artillery. 

4. An officer of the Paymaster’s Department. 

5. An officer of the Commissariat Department, with his gomastas. 

(i. An officer of Land Transport. 

7. A Medical Officer. 

The duties of the Political Agent would be to enter into communication with the 
Egyptian authorities at Massowab; to sound the temper of the insurgent Chiefs of 
Tigrc; to acquire all jKmible information respecting the interior; the stajc of parties, 
the position and strength of the enemy ; to secure, if practicable, a body of native 
interpreters, and generally to act iu concert with the subordinate staff in their respective 
investigations. 

The Officer of the Quartermaster*General’s Department would be charged with 
selecting the best joints for disembarkation, acquiring all available information of the 
different routes into the interior, the most eligible spots for halts on the line of march, 
and, in conjunction with the Medical Officer, with choosing the site for the first camp 
in the viciuity of Massowab. 

It wouhi be the duty of the two officers representing the Engineers and Artillery 
to inspect the roads and passes within the limits of the neutral and triendlv territory, 
in order to suggest what measures would be requisite to ensure their perfect 
practicability. 

The officer of the Paymaster’s Department would he directed to confir with the 
merchants and other traders at Massowab regarding the money current in the interior, the 
best means of obtaining supplies of the requisite kind or kinds, and how far local resources 
will be available for the sundry requirements of the expedition 

The Commissariat officer will be called upon to institute inquiries into the different 
provisions procurable in the country, to what extent they are likely to be forthcoming, 
and vs hat supplies it would be necessary to take from India. In concert with the officer 
of the Quartermaster -General* Department, he would also select appropriate dopdts lor 
stores in the vicinity of the camp near Massowah. 

To the officer of the Land Tiansport Corps would he confided the task of inquiring 
what luggage animals are available in and about Massowah ; from w hat adjoining districts 
Others may he procured, and to what extent; what trappings would lie required to equip 
them for the service of the expedition ; how forage would have to he provided; and how 
far local resources could be relied on for an adequate supply of native muleteers and 
cameleers. 

The foregoing officers severally to draw up a full report for the Political Officer in 
charge, who will submit the same, together with the result of his own inquiries and 
proceedings, for the consideration of Government. 

In older to take advantage of the most favourable season for operations in Abyssinia, 
the force should advance inland from Massowah about the beginning of October. Between 
this and then there would not be more than adequate time to institute the foregoing 
preliminary investigations, and to thoroughly equip the expedition prior to its departure 
from Bombay. 

As the arrangements thus indicated could not be satisfactorily carried out without the 
cognizance mid concurrence of the local authorities, it would be necessary to obtaiu the 
prior sanction of the Viceroy or of the Porte, together with the instructions to the 
Governor of Massowah to render to the officer charged with superintending them every 
proper support and assistance. 

In addition lo materially promoting the efficiency and success of the expedition, it 
is just possible, as was remarked at the outset, that these preliminary arrangements, on 
coming to the knowledge of King Theodorus, might induce him, through fear of the 
impending consequences, to liberate the captives unconditionally, and to sue for an 
umnesty. In such a ease, it would be for Her Majesty’s Government to decide whether 
the further progress of the expedition might not be countermanded. 

(Signed) W. M. COGHLAN, Major-General. 

United Service Club, March ly, 1867. 


No. 556. 

Colonel Mer nr ether to Lord Stanley.—(Received March 21.) 

My dear Lord Stanley, fed Sea, March 4. 1867. 

W.1I ? , OU u y th ' s 'I 1 ** 1 ' offic i all . v - furthCT intelligence lam. Abvssinia, but 

will take the hl>ert\ of adding the following demi-official!v. 

I he King will not release Rassam and the others unless forced to do so. 

Theodor!” He.T'.Th ° f ., al1 the C T ivcS themselves, and of everyone who know, 
I hewloru. He might have done it at first on learning the results of Wad's journey, hut 

hoW ,m i! F n „°T‘l, r' h ° P " '° n m ° re ^ le iat0 hl * Power, so a. to Lve grater 
hold on the English Government in his extremity, and then, as he Mieves. to get anything 

he chooses to ask for. Il he Imd the opportunity he woul.l seize and imprison a tirsi class 
Embassy without the least compunction. 

truth be is derate ; his enemies are closing round him ; his power is tiailv 
getting less and less; and his health is destroyed by long-existing syphilitic disease. 

only flowed 1 ! it t'h mU J 0n r Be n '‘c’" P olit “* l V or P h .v*ically. and if the season had 
display of foi!. ’ ,H W ° f 8 herS wve bcen the ,in,e ,br " Promt* »'id vigorous 

Everything is in our favour. The country is wearied of this capricious tyrant, for such 
he ha. become D.sgu.ted with him as the people were before, they are ten times n^re 

from'‘lom de8ec ™?m n of ‘hechurehes at Gondur, and that act 'has gone far to take 
from him the superstitious awe he has hitherto commanded. „ 

this tvrnnt P r :° C !r ,n,e< l tha i we , enl< ; ml thi# eountr y * ole, y for ^ purpose of punishing 
Ijv hKd thTf| Dg h 7, fr f ° m T tb ™ e ’ und re,eftsin & British subjects held captive 
u! S I l f’ 1 ‘ ° n f’ We should ,oave 1 ,e country to he ruled after its own devices 
we should have almost every' man ready heart and soul to assist us. All they want is be 

m l^iimT^n™ * ^ °" h “ destructio, ‘ or rem ‘> val » Bu y would close 

HlI - T h ® 8tBSOn be, >' 80 far advanced ; B»e only thing that can be done is to watch events 
dunng the summer (or winter they call it in Abyssinia), and to be ready to use the rebel 

Tor that t n aS ° n i° r 8b0U ! (I [ word ()rnitted j advisability of doing so. It is 

or that reason 1 ask to he able authoritatively to announce, should opportunity offer to 

he ? unt r « enera,| y* that Her Majesty 's Government assuredly intend 
to punish 1 heodorus directly the season opens. * 

reKme °J' lhc ca l»Bv cs might l»e effected without t he need of a blow being struck 
after all by us. At any rate it would help towards the security of the captives rewards 
nmg promised to those who protect them, and severest punishment to all involved should 
a \ tr\- hi/ir" * ,njUr 5 tJ '. Measajah,* the Missionary Archbishop of the Gallas, 

te ,K |' L ‘ “If?,’ W !° has ,lved ,or twenty-five years in the Galla and Abyssinian 
aP( ! kn ?»" S lh ? odorus w ell, assures me he felt convinced Theodorus would 
a fully preserve the captives to the very last, as his last resource. I put it,—Might not 

°T’ dnVtn t0 “ 8t T ,d M«Kdala, in a fit of desperate intoxication, cause to be 
murdered, or even murder with his own hand, the whole of the captives. He replied 
No, the order, in the first instance, would not be attended to; in the second he would 
framed, and even killed sooner. There arc many friends inM^dl, even, he 

, “'Tr ‘r ,he 0 , nly ™ ndiUo " under which it would be advisable that your intention. 

I’uhhcly made known. It would of course Oe better if the declaration of w! 
and landing of the troops could l« synchronous. But it appears to me an impossibility 
miw-u-davs to keep the preparation of the force, which woul.l he going on in Bon.hay a 
secret. The pros would he sure to get hold of it, and though Theodorus does notsee 
% ,h !' ICH - * here are .Buinlmy merchants at Massowah who would not fail to hear from 

™n .aler T f' Dg tt,1<l «** instructions to prepare to profit by Ihecondng 

I F here V£* " R 'j"" ,n ( ^ a,holic Missionary Establishment which receive? 
whh the !rh t ' U ? l>e ’ TU » keJ a’ f nd E pi ,, - one a ‘ l«*st of whose members I know comspomls 

! , d ! g T, r BardH - ? nd * ho w<)uld <> e xure to send him tidings of what wl» 
intended. 1 he one blow must therefore, I th.nk, anticipate the other. 

W 1 th regard to the force to be employed, I consider 6 .(fOO men ample to enter Abvssinia 
with, composed as recommended, 'loo many Europeans would only trammel owmg to 

»J!Thul n, ~n'L mi lt l ’h aDfl na,iV o ,,0 °^ il1 •* e *cel.ent 

as we suould encounter. 1 |, e horse artillerv and cava ry will he the most useful and 

important part of the force. The latter should only be native 

As a precautionary measure, another brigade of native infantry might be prepared, and 

• St* No. 787, Part I. 
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tent to the coast at a reserve, and to help, if required, in keeping open communication, 
but not more than the 6,000 mentioned should be ordered for the force to enter the high¬ 
lands at first. 

If I might be allowed to make the suggestion, it would be an important pomt If rt 
could be arranged with Lord C’rwiboume that the formation and management of the 
expedition should be left entirely to the Bombay Government, as being nearest to the 
scene of action. It could not be in better hands than Sir Robert Napier’s, with 
Mr. Fitzgerald at the head of the Government. The only aid required from the Supreme 
Government wonld be in providing troops to garrison the stations temporarily denuded of 
Bombay troops. Sir Bartle Frere, who will shortly be in England, will, I have little doubt, 
say the same. 

That the war will be a popular measure with the nation 1 have not the least doubt; 
and in connection with foreign, European, opinion, I cannot disguise from your Lordship 
that it has been a matter of astonishment that Her Majesty’s Government have borne 
with Theodorus so long. Our Arab neighbours think the same; and I trust I may be 
excused when I add that, though it will entail expensive outlay, the money will be well 
spent in restoring easily, and at comparatively small cost, the prestige of our name, which 
is reckoned lower than it should be. 

In respect to the artizans, they had better be sent home at once. There is no chance 
now of their having to go into the interior; and, having nothing to do, they would 
soon lose health, beside being an unnecessary expense. 1 would have brought them 
back with me this time, but the messengers from the King might arrive at Massowa any 
day, and it would be as well not to show even the least cliange until those messengers 
had received their answer, or it was clear they could not reach Massowah. 

I regret to say the leader of the party, Mr. Talbot, is [? onlyj a little better. The 
illness has affected his bead very much, and it is feared the affection may become chronic 
unless he is quickly removed to a cold climate. He will be sent home at once. The 
attempt to utilise them has unfortunately failed. Had it succeeded, it would have been 
a cheep way of arranging the business. As it is, a good deal of the original expenditure 
on them will he returned by the sale of the machinery and most of the other presents 
which were to have accompanied them to the King. 

1 considered Mr. Flad bound in honour, as well as for the safety of his family, to 
return to Gaffat directly means showed ; but l have doubts myself whether he will be 
able to get beyond Maternma. The road is said to be open now, but it is very questionable 
how long it will remain so. 

Apologising for troubling vour Lordship at this length. I remain, &c. 

1 * * (Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Minute. 

Read the enclosed. You will see that Merewether is bent on fighting. 
I do not think that l shall have to decide the question. 


I quite agree with Merewether as to sending home the artisans at once at all events, 
and whether an expedition is to bo undertaken or not, I recommend that you should at 
once write to Theodore to this effect(The course is however rendered more difficult by 
Flad having sent up a copy of the Queen’s letter' viz., 

That you are commanded by the Queen to state to him that she had expected to learn 
by this time that the prisoners had been all released and had arrived at Massowah, 
and that ibe presents which were awaiting their arrival at Massowah (nothing must 
be said about the artisans) were already on their way to Abyssinia. That the Queeu 
regrets to find that although the King haii only became acquainted with the contents of 
her letter by the copy sent up by Mr. Flad, lie had hesitated to comply with her wishes 
for the release of the prisoners, and instead of sending them at once to Massowah to be 
exchanged against the presents, had looked still to obtain the presents on the faith of his 
own assurance that on their receipt he would release the captives. But looking to what 
has already passed the Queen cannot again write to the King, but had desired you to write 
to say that her determination as expressed in her letter, of which he knows the contents, 
is unchanged and unchangeable ; and that so for from being willing to allow the presents to 
go on before the prisoners have reached Massowah, the Queen has sent orders that the 
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presents should be returned to Europe unless the British «»t*« . 

S.US6H within three months after the dispatch of this etter fmm “ 8 " OW * b * re f 

The Queen has forbidden her agents to enter intn ' ' , 

matters. She requires for the last time by Her Secretary of State 1^*5 

be made over to her, and she trusts that the Kin? ii . i , P nsoner » should 
comply with her faiSl rTtbe^n ML* '? 

notwithstanding all that has happened, to entertain for him Q 18 dl *V°* e<i > 

s: air«»">•»« *• **- ** u-mVKu 

All this might lie done without committing ourselves acfunllv #„ , . 

Perhaps arrangements might be made in India to admit of *n p.Jiv ex l KK * ,t,or )» and 
autumn if sur?> a measure should he determiuedVpon! 1 ° f ex,,cd,tlon 8ent ,n th ® 

..pJ,.™"" 1 ™' W " "" 1 ~ "rtl U« ..p.... U tke Persia. 

""‘ 21l8t7 -_1. HAMMOND. 


. JX£ tKrjdST'X” WP~ 

March 23, 1867. 

S. 


Memorandum by Mr. Hcrtslet, prepared by order of Mr. Hammond. 

of the Persian waT^that^To^av 1 ^ 01 ^ Pttr, ‘ ament * n that the extraordinary expenses 
of troops, and ordinary charge of Cmnnln^^ns^ °1\ ° rdina, 7 PV and allowances 
of which one moiety was charged to InT 1 ™Ploycd) was estimated at 2,195,728/. 

° f ' he , W* of *■ wnr had been 
to-day it appears thai no ** «- O«oo 

was the high°prices' diarged ^foMran snart ^ *° j dr6C un ex ! H;nditur e as nearly 2,250,000/. 
emergency. P ^ for trans P ort vessels, which were required on the greatest 

March 22, 1867. , a . , v 

_ (Signed) E. HERTSLET. 


No. 557. 

Mr. Murray to Sir W. Coghlan. 

8ir, 

I AM directed bv Lord Stanley to acknnwlct** ,k Forri, J n °f ,ce ’ March 22 ’ >867. 
instant, and to express to you hi/ LordshiX ol your letlcr of tlie ^Oth 

communicated to him respecting a mMare^xneStooi^to V° r - pa, ’!T T ,,icl ’ vou hav0 
which will he most valuable to Her Majesty's fn.. * Abyssinia and the contents of 

Wh,ch, however, Lord Stanley earnestly hLes mtl? '' r con8 1 ,dc . r "*» ‘he <|Ue.iion, 
the captives. ^ P s ' ma y DOt ar,8e f of employing force to release 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) . JAMES MURRAY. 


6 G 
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Mr. Murray to the Secretary to the Vremty. 


Foreign Office, March 22, 1867. 
^ WITH reference to Mr. Hammond’* letter of the 27th October last, and to "* 

com^m ence l em deeded bv 1x,rd Stanley to tranam.t to *“*3 

India Office, of the above-named sums. I am &c 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 559. 

\fr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received March 27.) 

India Office, March 26, 1867. 

MR. MERIVALE present* hi. to Mr. 

A^^r^lrV’of Sutler* Indta. gi’ving latest information from Masaow.h 
concerning the Abyssinian captWes.t _ 


No. 560. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.— (Received March 27.) 

(No, 17. Consular.) Cairo, March 15, 1867. 

My Wave the honour to forward herewith to ronr Lordship a despatch from Cdottd 
Merewether dated Ma«owah .23th of M»ruary,^neh h«|M " y »* 

^t iL" ^ ^ 

delay Mr. Find take, with him Colonel Merewether’s letter to the Emperor, a copy of wh.ch 
was lately forwarded to your Lordship. l ^ &c 

(Signed) ’ BDWD. STANTON. 


No. 561. 

Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley. 

(Secret.) Mjeeoirah , February 28, 1807. 

My V HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I left Aden on the 23rd ms.ant, 

r ££2££3 =* 

writes as follows, commencing on the 8th h , dela> . ti u \ 

.-You can’t imagine in .1I a^o, but l am notlllow^d so to 

can send you a messenger 1 should b«vc sent to you i>58* How nlust you feel all 

do. until the King has made up his mim day and night in suspense 

this time to be without any news from us, and how toe ^ wt|ich 

about the result of the Kings negotiations w ‘ ‘ . ' u noble to describe to you. 

will be according to the results, perhaps very * y rece j ve letters from 

Literally, I can say that tears are my food day and night. Y ou will receive 

t No* 564 and M4. Se® No. 560. 
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Captain Cameron and Mr. Stern. Both fear that Mr. Rassani will admit the King agaia to 
humbug him. Mr. Rassam sends you his compliments, snd says that he is very sorry that 
he did not receive a letter from you ; he fears to write to you by the King’s messengers, 
but be will send you a letter by another road. If it would not be’toogrcata risk, I should 
try to run away, but with three little children this is quite impossible. Allvour messengers 
arrived safe. f lhe first two reached Gaffat in six weeks (13th December),* the second two 
in eight weeks (25th December), and the third two, who left Massowah on the 11th 
December, and by whom you inform the King of the arrival of the machinery, reached 
us on the 5th January'. These latter two had been for five days imprisoned on their road 
by rebels; fortunately they could save the letters. 

“ On the 3rd instant, the King sent a second time his Ras Gabie with new and many 
questions to Mr. Rassam. From this I see that his sending to you will be postponed for 
another week. The Europeans at Gaffat assured me yesterday that the King is very sorry 
for keeping you waiting so long wi bout an answer. 1 told them that I won’t believe them, 
much le*s the King, as 1 fear that the very thoughts of his heart are false. The last 
rainy season the King made me sew shirts for him, for which lie gave me 50 dollars. 
After he had plundered Gondar ho gave me another 50. I would not have accepted these 
lalter, which literally is unjust mammon, if I could not daily have many opporiunities of 
giving it away amongst the poor Gondar people, who wander about here without a home 
or food, or even clothing—nothing but misery. Mr. Rassam gave me an order for 
ICO dollars, money taken from us by the King last year at Korata. I have to buy 
nearly everything, and as provisions and clothing are very dear, it coat me a gnat deal of 
money. 1 have left only a few dollars, but 1 can get money at Gaffat. 

“ The 14th. At last the moment has come that I can send you a private messenger. 

I trust this man will reach you before the King’s messengers. One of the King’s 
messengers is Mahomed Saved, a servant of Mr. Rassam’s and a confidant of Samuel's. 
Yesterday the King said he was going to send, that in ease the English Governmrct did 
not pay your expenses to Matemma, you are to sell the articles you brought for him with 
his 2,000 dollais and pay your expenses.” [A report had got about at Gaffat that Mr. Fhd 
was remaining here because he had no money to pay his expenses up-country. This was 
untrue; he remained here by my orders.] ‘‘But it will be better it you do without his 
money, else he will call you thief afterwards; better rather borrow the money you want 
and oring him his articles.” [I have supplied Mr. Flad with camels and all lie’needs to 
reach Matemma, that the King may not use this as a cause of offence.] “About Ins 
negotiations with Mr. Rassam he is very silent Mr. Staiger will inform you of everytliing 
he knows. 1 lie King is full of distrust, or rather, 1 should say, pretends distrust. He 
says he received last rainy season a letter from an European at Massowah, who informed 
bun that the intentions of the English towards him were bad.” [I find that a spy of the 
King’s was here at the end of April and beginning of May last year ; he visited the Catholic 
(French) Mission, and saw there an intriguing priest named Delamontt*, who hud a copy of 
Karl KusselI s despatch to Colonel Stanton.* This Delamontd corresponds, I know, with 
Bardei, and most probably communicated the essence of that dc*s|«itcl», which was used by 
Bardel to promote his views. J ‘‘And he imprisoned Mr. Rassam because an European 
w.>uld not tell him a lie. He would not trust Englishmen” [a distinction appears to be 
drawn between an European and an Ei glishman], “ because they would only coax and flatter 
him until they Have their people out of his hands, then they would take them on their 
steamer and laugh at him. lie also said he had not seen Her Majesty’s letter, only a copy 
of it. From this you will see what kind of confidence lie basin you, and that all the 
things you annouuccd lo him in your letters were really at Masrowah, he would not believe 
till he sees them. He said it was like the story of a certain woman who informed her 
guests that she gave them in two covered vessels the * tatek and the tamash’ (the two 
favourite pieces of raw beef in Abyssinia), but uncovering the vessel-, the guests found 
themselves deceived, the one contained the liver, the other the lungs” loi.lv poor 
people eat the liver in Ahyssiuia, and the lungs are only given to cats and dogs]. 1 men¬ 
tion this to make you uuderstano what is in his mind. ‘ And I tell you, yta even I entreat 
you, don t truj^t, don t tru>t, don t trust! Even though showing Ins distrust so openly, ho 
believes that he will coax in more Englishman. For God’s sake keep your hands clean. 
Don t give any mi'ice, for it will terminate bod. If Colon* 1 Merewether brings the work¬ 
men belore the King fulfil- Her xMaj sly’s conditions, not one single soul will he allowed 
to leave this country; and the workmen, after their arrival here, might reproach \ou for 
having brought them into such circumstances. Wh> should more people he sent to share 
in these our miseries? If we shall neri.-li and »'ie, let us do it with honour, submitting our- 
eelves to the Divine will of God. I beg you, 1 entreat you before the face of God, keep 

• Query, Ovtober 6, 1113 t So. 264. 



your hands out of the matter. The King’s int?ntion is to play a very had trick. He 
said to Mr. Waldcmeier, ‘ ('all me a woman, if I shall not get them in with all the articles; 
you don’t know our character.* He thinks, 1 have Mr. Kassam in my hands, and he must 
assist me to get the things, else I can force him to do so. Oh ! gracious God! what may 
come on us and the poor sufferers at Magdala! If only the English Government would 
act quickly, they could play him a good trick. They could take his fortress Magdala 
before he hears of it. But it is not necessary for me to enter into this matter ; perhaps 
they have learned wisdom by experience, and the lessons the King has given them to 
learn, thut neither by the King ’3 threatenings nor by his flattering phrases will they be 
tempted to come in again” [meaning, I conclude, * send other people’]. “ I am most anxious 
for you, fearing that you trust this man too much. The King is, since last week, il!; he 
uses hot baths; a good many of his concubines also have to use hot baths'’ [by this I am 
told to understand he suffers from a dire disease unnecessary to particularize]. 

“ Our three little children are pretty well; they long very much for your speedy 
return. I must always keep them near me, as our place is surrounded with huts occupied 
by soldiers, most likely that we should not run away. Yesterday we and all our people 
were counted” [as if some move were intended, most probably to send them all to Magdala 
to join the others], by order of the King. This reminded me of Korata [?] before we left 
for Europe last year. And now I commend you, myself, our little ones to Him who 
graciously watches over us. He has counted our days, and our time is in His hands, and 
not in the King’s.” 

I have given the above in extenso and literally, that your Lordship may judge of what 
is the real state of affairs, and see how a brave woman views it. 

3. Mr. Staigcr writes, commencing on the 2nd January, *• Your letters from London and 
from Massowah surprised every one here. All of us, and I believe even the King himself, 
is astonished that your mission to England was crowned with such success, as no one 
believed that the English Government would grant the extraordinary demands and 
conditions of the King. Even the King himself Imd not the least hope, as we now see 
trom his proceedings. Her Majesty’s letter to the King made eveiy sincere and sensible 
man here rejoice; the letter was cordial, but in no way flattering; full of excellent truths, 
which were well understood by the King. The King sent Her Majesty’s letter, soon alter 
its arrival, to Mr. Hussain, who is still in Magdala, in chains. (5th.) To-day we received 
letters from our friends at Magdala. All mention the arrival of Her Majesty’s letter, and 
the very friendly letter ol the King to Mr. Kussam ; but none of them, except Mr. Ras»am, 
who still clings very fast to the best expectations of tilings, trusts in the King’s flattering 
letter. We (the prisoners at large at (.aflat) are of the same opinion, as from many 
experiences wc have lost all confidence in the Kii g. His intentions towards us ure not 
good ones. Up to this day he is friendly towards us at Gatfat, especially towards our 
wives and children, but we see now and then something like the lightning out of a black 
cloud. Whether the thundercloud will empty on us with storm and hailstones, or whether 
it will pass away in mere thunder and lightning, the Lord, who directs everything, alone 
knows. We are prepated for the wor-t. It seems to us that the King will not enter into 
any conditions, lit* believes that he alone has to make conditions. By the distrust the 
English Government shows to have in his conduct, his ambition seems to be greatly 
wounded. This morning, he said, ‘ The English ought to trust ine and send me the 
articles and men I want trom them/ But of releasing or sending away the prisoners he 
will hear nothing. Has Ingada and Bas Gabru are-just now at Magdala to negotiate with 
Mr. Kassam on the business. As soon as the King receives an answer lie will send you 
word. Day and night the work is troing on at Guffat. He is in a great hurry to finish 
his guns mortars, and waggons.” [These will be of no use to him, as he has no skilled 
gunners. 1 “The sacrilege committed on Gondar lias brought upon him the hatred of the 
whole nation.” [The Aboona excommunicated him for this, but, after three days, removed 
the ban.] ** Hi*"soldiers are discontented with him ; every day some run away from him 
and join the rebels. The revolution in the provinces is increasing. This week he plundered 
Andubeit and Goomu. The inhabitants of those places at first fought with his soldiers, but 
in the end gave way and fled to Godjam. (The 13th.) At the Royal Court to-day a great 
consultation took place, the result of which you will learn Irom the King’s letter to >ou, 
which was written by him, I am told, in great excitement, and handed over by him to the 
messengers. You have to come by the way of Matemma. His friendship with England 
has reached its end. He neither wants now machinery nor workmen ; everything you will 
bring for him is indifferent to him—war or peace. So he is re|»orted to have said, only 
he wants you to come soon His messengers for you will leave this to-morrow. From 
these, his proceedings, you will see the whole affair has come to a decided termination ; our 
friendly attempts have hitherto been useless, and will lie so in future. He is determined 
not to give way, but to resist. First, he thinks himself to be in the right; and, secondly. 
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Iwcause he doubts that England will make use of her force against him. You know ths 
old proverb they have here, ‘ that it is impossible mountainous Abyssinia can be 
conquered by Europeans.’ ” [A force of less than 2,000 Portuguese, with cannon, entered 
Abyssinia by the Kiaguor road in the middle of the seventeenth cenlurv; they 
were not supported afterwards, so remained anil founded a colony, descendants of which 
are to be found tolhis day.] “ The King firmly believes in this, hut we hope Engl and will 
soon teach him something better. But England should not make the least delay. If it 
wishes to do anything it should be done at once, and it should not threaten him before it 
acts. If this last he omitted, all Europeans he has in his hands will have to pay for it 
" ,th ‘ ,ves *■ a declaration of war and the soldiers should reach Abyssinia at the same 
time. I he best they could do would he if thev would send some thousand men by Tajorra.” 

11 he route from T.tjorru is the shortest and most direct to Magdala. hut the inhabitants 
of the country between Tajorra and Angoba, pagan Danakil, are of the worst description 
the most inveterate thieves and murderers on the fice of the earth. The distance from 
1 ajoora to Done, near Lake Haik, in Ardobi. is about 220 miles. For the first 1 f<0 there 
is scar, cly any w-atcr, and that brackish. Until Abyssinia is reached, that is Angoba, there 
are no supplies.] “ From thence they could go with camels to Angohn, which is only a 
tew days jou icy from Magdala. In this way they could take Magdala and release the 
captives even before the King could hear of it. But this should be done with great 
precaution and speedily, before any hostile movement is made from Massowah. The 
Homan missionaries at Massowah have added much to the present difficulty and critical 
circumstances between the English and Abissinian Governments. The King said this 
morning that last rainy season lie received a letter from one of the Europeans at Massowah. 
who informed him that the English Government wants nothing hut hit utter ruin, on which 
he puts Mr. Kassam into chains. We can only think that this European at Massowah 
must be a Roman missionary. God only knows how many childish influences have 
contributed to the present gloomy and sad state of affairs lice. You will be astonished 
at the great alteration of things which has taken place since you left us last year at Zrghe. 
How much now would I like to write to you if there were * liberty of the press,’ hut you 
know theie exists nothing of that kind in this country, and I four that 1 have aheadv said 
too much. It my letter should fall into bad hands it would turn out had for us.—Dispatched 
from Guffat, 15th January.” 

4. ) csterday evening messengers arrived from Mr. Kassam with news up to the 29th 
of January J he requests to add as a postscript to his letter to your Lordship of the I Oth 
of January the following :— 1 

, ‘T- Miqplala, 29th January, 1867.—Since the date of the above (letter of the 

th) have received a number of polite messages from the Emperor, but lie has not 
written to me again. I have heard that he has sent on messages to Massowah, via 
Matemma. with an answer to Her Majesty’s letter. From all I can make out he wishes 

nii»' 1 n,'n t,er < J n, « »P w,,h the aitizans and things sent from England He is 
still at Debra l abor (Debra Tabor and Gartat may be called the same, they are only about 
two miles apart); but it is rumoured that lie is going to Godjam to punish the rebel there. 

but'never achieve! P ^ ^ ^ m this re P° rt » as this P ,au was often spoken of before, 

‘ I tin gl .d to inform your Lordship that both my party and mvself aro well ft 

1" U to mc hc / a >7« “ On the I Oth instant 1 sent you a long letter wherein I 

Ir.r neWS; f 8 1 ie mt ‘ ,>engerB " ho ca,,ied il promised to reach Massowah in 

tin l il i ,n T ,,leen da * v ?J’ “ 1 h °P c thot b >' t,li * ti,llc >ou art* acquainted 

will, the attitude the Emperor has assumed since his receipt of the copy of Her Majesty® 

letter. I he men promised to return in thirty-five days, and if everything has gone well 

with them I hope to hear from you about the middle of next month, and know what your 

future movements arc. [ Intimation has been sent to Mr. Rassani of all that is being done.l 

Hts Majesty sent back voui messengers to Massowah on the l4tl» instant. One of mv 

w 10,11 sent with them, named Mahomed Sayeed, was appointed their leader by the 

riS* °l <h ‘ re ' tbem t0 retu : n from Massowah with an answer in a month and 

f'X, . JJ nut con ' e vet. February 28th.] “If they manage to reach the coast 

nnw?,h th V WI ^ a * much as th fy c ,uld do - 1 helieve he has written to you to come 
up with the aitizans to Maiemma. Ii y.»u are ordered to meet him* [not in the way he 

expect*] I hope that you will make haste, i believe he feels that he has done wring 
but that he has gone too far to retract. 

. '■} *“Jj 1 tould l,av ® lo1 ? of mon <7 8» • might find it very useful one day. Please 

and send me up cash whenever you can, if poss.ble, through Last, otherwise by 
Matemm.i. [Money h ,s been sent through Usta, and more will now be sent by Mr. Klad 
to Mahon, 1 ,a. Messenger* dispatched from Mawowah on 25th October reached MagdaU 
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on 25th January ; others were dispatched in December* January, and this month* who 
will doubtless reach in time.] M I suppose his Majesty will leave us quiet until he gets a 
definite answer from the coast, when our fate will be deckled. He may get into a towering 
rage or succumb. Anything is better than this wretched existence, and we have all coo* 
to the conclusion that the sooner the crisis comes the better for us. Thank God, we ara 
all well and (considering our position) happy.*' 

On a separate slip of paper, which he charged the messenger only to deliver into my 
hands, Mr. Fassam adds: “it is generally supposed that the refusal of the Emperor to 
liberate us will be followed by a declaration of war; if so, the following hints may prove 
useful. Have nothing to do with the Turks, because alliance with the unbelievers wiU 
bring on a religious war. Try and obtain the friendship of Wakshum Gobazye, the chief 
rebel of Lasta and Tigrd, and Tissoo Gobazye, the chief rebel on tire road between Adowm 
and Gondar. They can be very useful in stopping communication between the coast and 
his Majesty, and in transporting baggage, Ac. If the Bishop's assistance be required, I 
can get him to write to all the rebels to render assistance. There is no respectable mao 
in Abyssinia who approves of his Majesty's conduct, but no one has the pluck to speak 
plainly to him. He now has scarcely any country left, and yet he brays as if he were 
Alexander the Great. His power is only now acknowledged wherever he is, and he is so 
afraid of his troops deserting that he dare not attack any of the great rebels. At Court 
or here; there is no lack of friends, but, as I said before, they are too much cowed to be of 
any use to us, without knowing what may happen afterwards. U Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment intend to chagtise him, there is no use sending an ultimatum before the troops land. 
A mere letter containing threats will endanger our lives. 

5. '* Dr. Blanc, who is always able to pick up intelligence on the hill, says, in reference 
to the dispatch of the messenger, via Matemmah, to Mtssowab, • It appears that the King 
expects that all, yourself included, will come up to Matemma, and then he intends to try 
your friendship bv asking you to cotne to him; he must have strong confidence in the 
gullibility of the English. 1 know' nothing of the kind will take place, but should some 
chivalrous feeling induce any one to come up, he or they will be boned, and added to the 
company now sta\ing at Magdala. Various reports are afloat, but little credit ean be 
given to any. Some say that at first our friend was displeased when he heard that 
the messenger selected was a Mussulman, hut on the man stating that he had been 
serving him since several years, and had been employed in inducing us to come into his 
power, the King smiled and chuckled, treated him well, and presented him with a couple 
of mules. 

“ A further report is, that His Majesty, on receiving Rassam’s letter, wrote to have 
us three put out of chains, and that Mahomed Saced himself was to have come, so as to 
have been able to report to you that we had been freed of our letters ; but having called 
before him all the Europeans of Gaffat to read to them Rassam’s letter, he got angry on. 
remembering his grievances against Messrs. Stern, Rosenthal, and Cameron, and decided 
on leaving us as wc were. There is great despondency amongst the people of Gafiat. 

“ The cannon mania is at an end ; the big guns and remainder of the copper have 
been buried in the ground, the lighter guns taken to the camp at Debra Tabor. This 
looks like a move somewhere; Godjam is mentioned, but not believed in. A few days 
ago the King sent some odds and ends by a Has, and some money for the soldiers and 
chiefs here. These have never been so well treated as lately. Theie is some talk ot all 
prisoners, including ourselves, being taken to the camp, so that the King may look after 
us hin self; I hope not. We are all of us of the same and but one opinion, and pray from 
all our hearts that business in earnest will shortly begin.” 

6. The above all goes to confirm the conviction expressed in my despatch of the 
13th instant, that any further attempts to win ihe Emperor over by friendly treatment 
will be useless, llod he at once released Mr. Rassam and his companions from their 
fetters, there would have been some hope, and ray going to Mateinma might then have 
been considered advisable as a neater point fiom which to try and negotiate. But under 
the present circumstances the latter is undoubtedly out of the question, and the only 
answer I can give to the messengers of the King of tho 14th January, when they do arrive, 
is that ns he has not attempted to show even that he is disposed to act as requested by 
Her Majcdy, 1 am precluded from taking any steps towards moving from the coast, and 
that 1 shall certainly remain until I receive intimation from the King that Mr. Rassam and 
all the British subjects have been released, and have actually started on their downward 
journey to meet me. 

7 As your Lordship will observe, Mr. Rassam even, who has invariably done his 
utmost to conciliate the king, has given up all idea of its practicability. His companions 
in confinement coincide. The German missionaries at Gaflat, who know the King's 
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character well, and have had the best opportunities of watching events, am of the _ 

opinion. My judgment tell* me the same. 

8. From the ray first I ventured to point out that there were hut two course* nnen 
for adoption in repml to Km? Theodoras,—most friendly libcnd treatment or foreihL 
measures in punishment of his breach of faith. The first has be a fairly tried mid 

Um gpoari Me.heen do "* to , makc lt successful, but through the obaiiuuoy the King 't 

has failed. I he second only remarns, and I would most respectfully but earnestly uim 

fadceiT roller u rty , 0f0 r r countrymen at stake, hut the tumour of the roun!?J 
If T - c °1 cr e< ! L ^* r the ldea rotaapprehenaion on the part of the King, which murkl 
have been admitted before, can now no longer be entertained By his continued retention 
of Mr Rassam in confinement he proclaims that he knowingly'and purposelv imurison* 
the bearer of a letter from another Sovereign, the Queen of England. * 

9. Unfortunately, owing to the near approach of the hot season, which renders the 
country between Abyssinia and the sea almost impassable by troops, active opeiations 
cannot *ell be entered upon before October next, but I trust that on Her Majesty*! 

™T nt deCK m * ° n V, -° r T m f 8ures bein * at, °I >ted - Preparations for tho organ.za- 

h 2T 8Sary /orce L mav 5® Uken . intrt immediate consideration, so that the troop* 
may be ready to move at the earliest possible moment 

10. While quite agreeing with Mr. Rassam and the others who have expressed an 

XTemre^ SUbj,-Ct ' th i lt thC "i'T “ Ud d ' S, ' lay ° f f0rcc 8l,0ul<1 bc synchronous, 1 w ' )u ,a 
L ! lo recommend strongly that the course suggested by me in the tenth paragraph 
of my despatch of the I3fh instant should he entirely foregone. Tho position of the 
Emjferor is now so hazardous that any day information may be received of his anlhoritv 
having come to an end. It would then be of the greatest value that I should have it in 
mv power to announce authoritatively to tho people of the country that Iler Majesty's 
£~ n , hrt ' dcterm,ned punishing King Theodore for his treacherous conduct, and 
Ah™ • well-wisher* to the British Government to assist in protecting it* subjects in 
Abyssinia, warning every one that the King will beheld strictly responsible with iJthron! 
and life that not the slightest injury reaches H«r Majesty’s subjects; while all who mav 
assist in any harm which may come to them will assuredly meet with the severest punish- 

““ d •» l» 1—4 

the Kings position is getting daily worse and more desperate. The patience of \hl 

SZft t h" 1 ex,,; : u,tcd ' K5,ore * Wa * furth *r heavily tried on the Son of the 
desecration of the churches at Gondur. It is wonderful the King is still borne with, flis 
health is very bad, his sufferings great from a hopeless disease, and that made worse hv 

XreX\TZkfor C niore Pr0 ir l0 "‘ 1 ^ n, ] ,l *‘ r ■" exhausted, .in I there is no 

° '°V k ™ ,norc * H . ,# »™iy bi-t having him ; and though he is said to have 

know, 2 h f " *° ,n & Tade,a Guialoo, the rebel chief in Godjam, every one 

knows he connot attempt ,t. First, he lias not sufficient troops left with himtoensure 

'\l' U ’ neX M ' f hC "m* 1 ! 1 ° Ut . ° f Be 8 emder »'* wou,d bc occupied by the rebels 0 f Lsatu 

Slfhc«»nli a » nd - T W0 , Ud OS< i h 'i 8,ron 8 ho,d Magdala. It would be most fortunate fa 
fhe could be induced to make the attempt j but he is too cunning to risk it It would 
seem strange to tho* unacquainted with the people lu-w these rebel* who Imvi* 

IturL | f0rce “ at i hcir di ' p ' mal , and wl, ° de, y W» authority, should not close with imn mid 
attack him now he is <o weakened. Hut the best informed assure me Unit as Iona L 

‘fX'iri ° m m i° f Theod ' ,rus nMn 8 such is the dread of him perroMlIy none 

f the relieU will advance on hun, or ottem ( >t to find him. Were they positively assured 

u«fo| U,rSe ' ai COme 10 an cnd > tl,e y then be induced to act, uuj be found moJt 

Mr Rassamwrite." At Court and here, there ia no lack of friends" to the 
h. One curious thing, and 1 don t know whether it may he taken as symptomatic of 
coiwilt'oo of tile stato-hip, but the Chamberlain Samuel, the mm who with 
? tUP|KMed ' 1 ° bL ' at " ,e bot '" m °< al1 <="' fosord# the ca itrre, whatera may 

now wHtes abouUifo, ••o''°7"f ly * h “ comp'cUrly turned round. Mr. Kassam 
no wmc s about him . Samuel has lost the greater part of the R..yal favour liecuuse it 

has been proved that he lavou.ed the English. The fact u, ti JL is no L? i!ThI 

he U c<»idd"t 1 *'* liege thi * Samuel; and becuuse be has being trying 111 
he could to b-nefit Ins Royal master. by getting him to be on good terms with us he i* 

distrusted. . ome of the released prisoners used to think that he was implicated iii their 

Briiilh | tna | 8 ' HoWe !f r t ,at t may ,mve bcen » bw bon ^ friendly feeling towards the 
British has been proved to me beyond doubt. That he is anything but unfriendly towards 



us, though he considers himself bound to love and obey his Sovereign, I have lately been 
able lo prove to both Cameron and Stern.” Those two gentlemen have written to me 
they are quite convinced of Samuel’s probity now, and Dr. Blanc says the same. 

13. 1 hear that the road from Matemma to Debra Tabor is open. How long it will 
remain so if a question. But I consider it right now that Mr. Fhul should leave at once 
for Matemma, taking with him the articles he purchased for the King in England, and he 
will start directly the camels required have come in. In the present critical state of affairs, 
and to provide as far as possible against the King having any pretext for ill treating the 
captives in his power, either at Gaffat or Magdala, I have paid all Mr. Flad’s ev|>enses to 
Matemma. lie has written to the King announcing his departure from this, and requesting 
an escort may be sent to meet him at Matemma. By Mr. Flad I have sent my letter to 
the King (copy of which was forwarded to y*ur Lordship) unaltered, saving the word 

ask” for “ crave” has been substituted in the latter part. I am afraid it will have no 
effect on the King, to induce him to change his tactics: hut it will show him no further 
friendly advances can he made until the prisoners aie received by me free, Mr. Flad’s 
further stay at Matemma might have jeopardized the safety of his wife and children, I 
did not think it necessary he should await the arrival of the messengers now en route. Had 
nothing detained them, they should have been here ere this ; but there are some disturb¬ 
ances on the Egyptian frontier which they would not like to face, and they may, therefore, 
be still at Kassala, where Mr. Flad would meet them. The disturbances are not of an 
extensive nature, and would not affect Mr. Flad’s progress, ns 1 have given him firmans 
and letters to all the Egyptian authorities en route, who will furnish him with sufficient 
guards. Should the messengers arrive even a fortnight after his departure, 1 could easily 
send a speedy camel-post after him with fresh instructions and other letters if necessary 
Mr. Flail, marching with laden camels, should reach Matemma in about twenty-five days; 
fie will probably be detained there a short time for the escort. 

14. On my way up from Aden I called in at Amphilla Bay and found it admirably 
suited for the debarkation of troops, good anchorage ; water good and plentiful, and one 
of the easiest and best roads comes down from Abyssinia to it—a road constantly used by 
caravans (camel), who take backwards and forwards the salt obtained near Amphilla. The 
people in the country arc simple and friendly disposed, and there no Egyptian troops 
there. M. Munzinger, the very zealous Consul here, has made an excellent survey of the 
road from Massowah to Kiaguor and Goafiloo>eo, formerly mentioned by me. 1 his will be 
forwarded to your Lordship separately. As soon as M. Munzinger has dispatched Mr. Flad 
he will proceed to Tokonder, and return viA Amphilla, to survey and map correctly those 
two routes to the plateau of Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) VV. L. MEREWETIIER 


No. 662. 

Captain Desborough to Lord Stanley.—(Received March 29.) 

My Lord, Readinq , March 27, 1867. 

WITH reference to the interview your Lordship was so good as to grant me yesterday 
Homing, J beg to forward a copy of the letter from my relation, Consul Camcion, w hich 
upon that occalion you kindly perused. There aie some parti of the letter which are 
irrelevant, but I think it better to place the whole in your Lordship's hands. I .have now 
the horn ur to request, that in justification of Captain Cameron's conduct, and to clear 
him from the charge of having visited the frontier of Abyssinia contraiy to orders, that 
you will kindly permit the accompanying document to be tiled amongst the archives of 
the Foreign Office. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) L. DESBOROUGH. 
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Incloeure in No. 662. 

Consul Cameron to Captain Desborough. 

My , Magdala fortress, November 13, 1866 

}. F1N D ™y a ® ur has excited a good deal of attention in England 
It may be well to put you in possession of the following facts:- 

to his H rountT° U | 0f Aby88,D,a w “ kind enough to give me permission to return 

10 ms country. I wrote for permission on the score of health 

you USEZSr* lhi5 ’ bUtit may ** Welil in c “ e al ' ythi "K happens to me, that 
My presence in this country materially facilitated the exit of mv collenirue an,I hi. 

“■■‘‘“B ssrtt: • - d •’ — 

him and Write ‘° the Dukc ° f **• Coburg, thanking 

.-V*P™* Hohen'ohe know that 1 wrote a letter to him a few days ago but I have 
thought it best to destroy it, together with one to the Duke y 45 ’ 

We are all well, waiting for news from Flad. God bless you. 

Ever youre, 

(Signed) C. D. CAMERON. 


No. 663. 

Mr. Soutter to the Earl of Derby.—(Received April 1.) 
y Lord, , @ rr(lt Dover Street, Southwark, March 29, 1867 

siai: 

minds of the Chiefs We kent m. » ‘ * &\ e * llm a portion in the 

in Engbmd P 1 ‘ TOm *P° nden ce for some time after my arrival 

hear,?of tneas°i[ tlSSTMu L‘7' ti '.T "?**»• “*» »ave 

respect for that friend. I would have no hesitition Tiering the’ u" ““J 

“7“ tr - V> if i^brted by the Government for S p™ *** ^ 

of Ess/xfine!u^iig < mys^;™rt i l^i^ r f, V ^h7h"t SU r* K | ,rt<r8 H* th ‘' .™bera 

■oo. knowledge of his sup^rtem u^, 5 ““ P"* 8 " 1 — wi “ <*'»e 

be at^to llUn ml0rmati0 “ 18 ™ rtl ’y «*' consideration, an interview or a reply shall 

nyg-i * No. 798, Port I. 

J 6 1 
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You have in this, the only information, that I visited Abyssinia, except my family. 
Not the relatives of the captives have any knowledge of this fact. 

I have, Ac. _ 

(Signed) SAMUEL 80UTTER. 


Mimde. 

Thanks for offer, but no occasion to avail at present of his services. 


J. M. 
8 . 


No. 664. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Desborough. 

^ Foreign Office, April 2, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter of the 
27th ultimo, enclosing a copy of a letter addressed to you by Consul Cameron, under 
date of the 13th November, 1866. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 565. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Soutter. 

Foreign Office , April 4, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to state to you that your letter of the 29th ultimo, 
adereosed to the Earl of Derby, in which you offer your services to obtain the release of 
the captives in Abyssinia, has been forwarded to this Office; and I am to convey to you 
Lord Stanley’s thanks for your offer, of which however he has not at present occasion 

to avail himself. . 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 5G6. 

Lord Lyons to Lord Stanley.—(Received April 5.) 

ff^Lord^ Constantinople , March 26, 1867. 

^ WITH reference to my despatch No. 84 of the 4th instant,* 1 have the honour to 
trausinit to your Lordship a copy of a despatch from Colonel Stanton, stating that he 
has sent the Armenian Patriarch’s letter, in favour of the captive* in Abyssinia, to 
Jerusalem, in order that it may Vie forwarded thence to king Flieodore, in the manner 
pointed out by the Patriarch. j baye ^ 

(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosure in No. 566. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Lyons . 

My Lord, Cairo, March 17, 1867 

* I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's despatch 
of the 4th instant, transmitting me a letter addressed by the Armenian Patriarch 
at Constantinople to the King of Abyssinia, exhorting him to set the British captives 
free, as also a translation of the letter, and as your Excellency desired me, should 1 
consider it advisable, to make use of the letter in question, to forward it direct to Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Jerusalem, and request him to concert measures with the Armenian 

• No. 546. 

- i U : ’ . 4 ! ! j 
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***£*? P 1 *?*’ “* that it may be forwarded speedily to Abyssinia in the mode 

pointed out, I hate the honour to report to your Excellency that, although far from 
feeling sanguine of the success of the attempt, I have forwarded the letter to Jerusalem 

tZ¥S^° D : T i wrtaml >; P'fat.le the King may be influenced by the appeal of 
the Fatnareh, and as I imagine that, even if unsuccessful, it cannot in any way be 
prejudicial to the captives themselves. ^ 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 667. 

Memorandum by Mr. HertsUt. 

THE accompanying cheque for 46/. 15#. 6A is handed over by me, as 
Mr. I algravc 8 agent,on account of the proceeds of the sale of certain articles which 
were disposed of by Messrs. 8mitli, Elder, and Co., by public auction; and in virtue of 

18C6 UCtl ° n8 ^ that CffeCt ’ WnV ® yed to Mr * Pal ^ ve m Mr. Murray’s letter of July 24, 
Foreign Office , April 5, 1867. (Signed) E. HERTS LET. 

[See No. 602.] 


Minute. 

Paid to Drummond’s, April 6, 1867. 

P. B. ALSTON. 


No. 508. 

Mr. Easton to Lord Stanley.—(Received April 8.) 

2nd 1 F 1 the >' on . our t° report to yoitt IxinUhip^e re^!"n’-^ty ll^/the 

•^nTore^of S F r. ttSSEXht *"*** 

sth M. °f a letter I received from Colonel Merewether, C.B. dated Aden 

8th March, I sent to Southampton to meet Mr. Talbot, and convey him to London 
1 is now m lodgings, at 26 Connaught Terrace, W. f and under medical care 

“TanL af C,th m 3 WntU c U t sUlUmWDt of Mr. Talbot’s case, brought by the 

stroke It l l SU T° n ° 5® ", t T n< ; r “ Victoria,”* that he was struck bv sun¬ 
stroke at Massowah, and was ordered hack to Aden, and thence home. His mind 

rr:V S Stl li* SU< 1 a s , tat ? t,,at 1,0 lia8 no recollection whatever of the events of 
the last few months, or, indeed of his intended expedition to Abyssinia. 

JU D ?** T 1,08e °‘ PC J lm8tance ?» my bird, I think it my duty to report Mr. Talbot’s 

from liim. y ° U ’ and aCqi “ lmt y ° Ur Lordshi P that 1 « I^cr of attorney 

1 \ awa,t lurt,u ‘ r intelligence from Colonel Merewether os to Mr. Talbot’s affairs 
S«^ y arX“ Sb ° rtly 10 f^rJship with refereij totme 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) JAS. EASTON. 


Minutes. 

Colonel arran e ements witu Mr T *“*>t »ere made by and through 

at *° , “ Wled « e rCCci P‘ ° f 0l “ ^ -prying regret 


Her Majesty'■ ship « CfcaUtea ” in original; ride No 369. 
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Yes; bat how about his money affairs ? Has he been paid? /‘I 


Look to this, and enable me to answer. 

J. M. 


Mr. Talbot signed his engagement with Colonel Merewether on the 18th August, 
1866. 

His salary was to be 1,000/. a-year for three years, commencing from the date of 
engagement. 

He was paid a quarter’s salary prior to leaving on the 3rd of December. I presume 
that his next quarter’s salary would have been due on the 18th of February, but I am 
not aware tiiat Colonel Merewether has reported its payment, nor has he written about 
Mr. Talbot’s return. 

By the 2nd Article of the Agreement between Merewether and Mr. Talbot, it is 
stipulated that, “ in the event of death or of sickness contracted from badness of 
climate compelling return to England, and the Emperor failing to act up to the 
engagement, the amount of the three years’ salary remaining unpaid to the said 
Mr. E. Talbot, or those proceeding with him, shall be guaranteed and paid by Her 
Majesty’s Government to the appointed heirs or assigns of each or all, in the first 
instance, or to themselves, or to persons accredited by themselves, in the second.” 

April 10, 1867. C. VIVIAN. 


A postscript to the Agreement, signed only by Colonel Merewether, states that. 
•• it is understood that if the said Mr. E. Talbot should not proceed to Abyssinia, and 
should not enter into the Emperor’s service, this Agreement should have no effect, but 
pay and expenses in returning should be paid up to date of re-arrival in England. No 
unnecessary delay taking place on either part.” 


I am satisfied. 

8 . 


No. 609. 

Mr. Easton to Lord Stanley.—(Received April 8.) 

My Lord, Southwark Street , London , April 8, 1867. 

IN my letter to your Lordship, dated 0th instant, I stated— 

“ It appears from a written statement of Mr. Talbot’s ease, brought by the 

“Tanjore ” from the surgeon of Her Majesty's ship ‘ Galatea,’ ”- 

l should have said, “ from the surgeon of the steamer * Victoria.’ ” 

I beg to apologue for the error, and have, &e. 

(Signed) JA8. EA8TON. 


No. 670. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley.—(Received A/nil 10.) 

My Lord, Massowah, February 28, 1867. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith rough sketch map in original, with copy 
of itinerary and observations made by M. Munzinger, Acting Consul of the road from 
Massowah to Kiaguor, on the plateau of Abyssinia. 

2. M. Munzinger deserves credit for the prompt manner in which he carried out 
my wishes in this respect. 

3. I would venture to suggest to your Lordship, that were the map lithographed, 
and some copies prepared, as also the itinerary printed, they might be found very useful 
hereafter. 

I have, <fec. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 
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Inclosure I in No. 570. 

Sketch of the Road from Massowah to Kiagnor. 


Inclonure 2 in No, 570. 

Note* and Route Observation* supplied bp M. Munzingtrr, to accompany his Survey Map of 

the Roads from Massowah to Kiaguor. 

THERB are only two roads leading to Northern Abyssinia, which arc worth close 
examination, because they alone an* practicable for camels. 

One is by Tokonda,* following the well-known torrent of Hcedas, to the foot of 
the TYm&nta Mountain, where it turns to the left, then along another torrent to the 
ascent to Tokonda, which could easily la* made practicable for any carriage. 

The other is to Kiaguor. 

This last was the object of my excursion from the 2£th to the 30th January. I 
went up by the way of Dasuas, and returned by that of Ali Oody. The former is 
somewhat the shortest, crossing the mountains by two st4*cp ascents. The dinx'tiou is 
almost south-west till longitude 30° 5' and latitude 15° 10 / , where it joins the other road 
of Ali Gody. It has l)eeu followed by several travellers, but from its comparative 
difficulty need not Ik* described hen*. 

The latter, by which I returned, is the lx*st road, and is as follows:— 

It starts from Arcko, and is divided into three ]»rta— 

I. The open low country. 

II. Following the torrent Ali Gody. 

III. The ascent and plain to Kiaguor. 

The distances are indicated in hours. 


Part I.—From Massowah. 


No. of 
Stations. 

Name of Station. 

Direction. | 

Distance 
hi Mours.t 

* Kemarka. 

( 

Arkeko 

8. 

H. M- 
2 0 

Road over hard open plain. I^rge village. !>•- 
larlum-nt of Egyptian troopa here. Water 
plentiful. 

Road over plain. Flat open country. Many (rum 
tree* (Babul), Araria Aralura. Water obtained 
by diguing a few feet in lied of torrent. 

Thia pass ia a large smooth dry bed of a torrent; 

a 

Entrance of Slulliki Bass 

s. 

3 20 

3 

Paas of Shilliki ,. 

8. 10 W. 

1 23 

4 

Mill Hailaley .. 

8. ao W. 

l 25 

in rainy season carries water off to the aea. 
Water obtained by digging. 

Road level at first, but hilly towards Hadnley. 
Water obtainable by digging. There is water 
in wells at Saheto, 30 nt. East, and plenty at 
Wooja, 1 h. E. 10m. 8.; and ut Zoola, 4 h. E. 
At Wooja the All Gaily and lladna torrent* 
unite, and form one to Zool a. The road to 
Halai and Tokonda is up the Hadaa. 

Road open and level j rather woodr; amall bills 

5 

In the tomtit Ali Gady . 

w. 

1 0 


Total 1 



about 















No. of 
Stations. 


Pa»t II.—Road along the Ali Gady Torrent 


». of ' 
lion*. 

Name of Sillies. 

Dircdiw. i 

Distance 
in Hours. 

Remarks. 









H. M. 


1 

Fir»t baiting place 

w. : 

1 20 

Torrent broad and tolerably level ; partly wooded 
(Babul); low hills on either side. 

9 

Second hailing place .. 

W. 8. W. 

I 0 

Torrent broad; running water. 

s 

Of Rygrrrwy.. .. 1 

t 

B. W. 

4 25 

The torrent winds much, and has some narrow 




rooky places, hot without difficulty. The 




| 

narrowest placet are after 1 hour, where ia 
running water { after 2 h. 40 m., and dose to 
Eygerrey, the hills on both sides get nearer and 
higher. 

4 

Marta Haasa 

W. 8. W. ! 

2 0 

Winds much, but no narrower. 

5 

ILuilur • .. | 

W. 

1 0 

One narrow road, more difficult from boulders, but 





ran be aatilv made good. 

6 

(yanualoo .. .. 

w. 

0 45 

Road more open. 

7 

Augal 

N. W. 

0 50 

Hoad good. A largo torrent joins here from the 
left, bringing down the waters of all Um country 
between Halai and Kiaguor. especially thane of 

the torrent Tshoat, which offers a sery fine 
smooth but longer road to Kiaguor. I had no 





time to examine it. 

s 

Torrent clianges here, 

N. W. 

J 0 

Here joins the first-mentioned road front Arkcko. 


becomes Aydoorssoo 



Water shore and below. Many Babul trsws. 
Torrent large and country more opea 

To the upper water and to the foot of ascent where 

9 



0 15 





the torrent u left. 


Total of II 

19 35 



Part III. 


No. of | 
Station*. 

Name of Station. 

Direction. 

Distance 
in (lours, j 

Remarks. 

1 

Ascent ,. 

S. 30 WJ 

u. u | 
1 0 | 

Not very sleep; no obstacle for camels; round 

2 

From top of ascent to 
hill 1 h. from Kiaguor 

From the hill to Kiaguor 

8. 20 W. 

3 20 

stones in road, but no narrow psssige; road 
could easily be made very good. 

For 1 h. 50 m. road is open, verv bare, dry. 

a 

S. 30 W. 

1 0 

noodle**, and strewn with rouwd stone*. I’he 
Isst 1 h. 30 m. pass through a large forest to 
the torrent Tshoat. Half-an-hour from the road 
there ia running water. Hills on right and 
left. 

Plain open country ; plenty of cultivation. Kiaguor 


Total of III 


| 5 20 

surrounded by t hill 

1 did not go beyond the Hill Station No. 2. 


Prom Kiaguor to Gotafalasoe is eight hours twenty-two minutes’ journey. Behind 
Kingnor, tin' road Moonds the hill, not practicable at present for camels, hut can be 
easily made so. 

Once ou the ton the road passes over level plateau to the village of Woga, four 
hours, there descends, cross'** the March, and ascends again the other side, no difficulty 
whatever to the village of Shalia, two hours, and on to Uotafalasee, in two hours more. 

The March is passable at all times. 

Gotuialasec is the groat market-place for Northern Abyssinia, and lies in the midst 
of the fertile plain of Saramey. It is only about nine hours’ journey from Tsazaga, the 
residence of Dejaj Hailoo, the King’s Governor of Hamuscn. 


General Observations. 

As will be seen, there is no want of running water anywhere except in the first 
part of the journey ; but even there it may lx* got by digging, and at Wooja, one hour 
east from Iiadaley, thore is plenty of gotxl water. 

From Arkeeko to Iiadaley, is six hours ten minutes’ march, less than twenty 
miles. 

From the commencement of Part II, from the torrent the whole way up, there is 
plenty of w ater. 
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8tylCd t0rrPnt *’ Wt ** « ** becoming torrent. in the 

” °°d i* to be found at all places. 

1 he tropical min line is at Ayganey. 

t }. U .f iie . A,i Gtdy torpent “ w«chcd, belongs to any one 

* L S- —* 

Fagl ^ tHbe of W 

of which the largest are Vkrom and SjLninsvt^ ^n* ,1Car Eight small villages, 

only muster 800 sp«‘are. Sagansv tee. 1 hese people have extensive land, but 

down to the J «wst! to nT ni,,nf,ls ’ hrin " t, ^ ir flocks and herds 

September, they remain on the hiidilJuT V w*™ 1 * 1,10 epical rams, from June till 

s T 

villages, one of which is Kiaguor. 1 the tr,be Au 8“*. having five 

villages. TtaChieTof th!«etrihes^Uieson <Jo ® m * ,mvin £ seventeen 

W’nkshcin Gobazye, the rebel leader Sail and %" ' Wh ° do " ko ® , ** e U ‘ 

four ■ R, ; : J T"*"** eight .nd 

the March. ^ ^ Hailoo, as is all the laud beyond 

Tl.e height. are given from observation of the boiling-point 

_ < 8i K ued > W MUNZINGER. Acting Con.uL 


No. 871. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Easton, 

Sir, 

state to von that Izmi S “ r “ * Tl, ' bot: nnd ' <*"■ »•> 

state of health with extreme iegret * unfevouraWe aooount of Mr. lYUhot'* 

I am, &c. 

__ (Signed) JAMES. MURRAY. 


No. 572. 

Dr. lieke to Lord Stun ley.—(Received April 15 .) 

My Lord, 

THE refusal of the Emperor ThenrW f ni. . . bourne, April 12, 1867. 
demand for the liberation of tht*British aubtSTa.M 10 £""*** with Uer Majesty’s 
protection whom he has so long hold i„ c-m/Litt °! *J‘ r l M * rso »»' i wider British 
Government to feel much difficultv ax to ti. ** *'* cannot *>ut cause Her Majesty's 

the freedom of those unfortunate individuals witl'^ f" - " -* 10 I ,urHU, ‘d for ensuring 

8 W u* i,1, J ,hat Monm^h, Winch, even if , '‘.® Kr |‘i“b nation in 

Would, under any circumstances, l»e exposed to Vimnv r A/ ,0t ’“i * e y er,tllH, b' 

I"™’ 1 on an outlay from ,he national Tre«K£ eSw U, 7* ^ 
have already been incurred beside* Ip-./lino- ♦ r Y # t,R heavy expenso* that 
which it is not possible to foresee. ' ‘ 8 ** com I ,1,cat * 0u * the nature and extent of 

reapectfully ventu^^^te^orvo^^Mid^riti^tt P f ll' "- 0t t “ kp il ir 1 

my special knowledge of the subject enable me to^ke!" f ° OW,DK m W«tion*, which 
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It in necessary to premise that a short time before I left England for Abyssinia in 
November 1866, the Earl of Malmesbury did me the honour to consult me* as to the 
best road into that country in the event of its becoming necessary for a British army 
to invade it. In reply, I explained to his Lordship that the readiest access is from the 
west coast of Annmley Bay, south of Massowah, where the edge of the table land, at 
an elevation of upwards of 8,000 feet, approaches within twenty miles of the sea-shore, 
as 1 had already pointed out to your Lordship’s predecessor in office, Lord John Russell, 
in a letter addressed to him from Mauritius on December 26, 1859,• accompanied by a 
map. 

After ray arrival out in Abyssinia, I wrote several letters to Lord Malmesbury, 
giving him an account of my journey to the edge of the table land, up the valley of 
the River Hadas, and of my discovery that this river falls into Annesley Bav, nea/the 
site of the ancient city and port of Adulis; thus establishing, from actual observation, 
the correctness of the opinion 1 hud long entertained as to the facility of entering 
Abyssinia in that direction. 

Being anxious that the knowledge thus acquired should be at the service of Uer 
Majesty’s Government, I lost no time in communicating it to Colonel Merewether, 
Her Majesty’s Political ILwidcnt at Aden, to Colonel Stanton, Her Majesty’s Agent 
and Consul-General in Egypt, and to Captain Rol>ert A. Parr, of Uer Majesty's ship 
“ Lyra.” r 

Home time after l had made these several communications, I learned that there is 
a far preferable road by way of Senafe, either from the head of Annesley Bay or from 
I (arena in Hawakil Bay, which road I have reason to believe was made known to your 
Ijordship’s Department by Mr. Salt many years ago. 

Since my return to England I have been given to understand that the approaches 
to north-eastern Abyssinia have been examined by Colonel Merewether, and rej>orted 
on by him to Her Majesty’s Government; and I take for granted that this road by 
Senafe has received that officer's special attention. 

But though it is now ineontrovertibly established that, for the general purposes of 
invasion or occupation Abyssinia may Is* easily and liest enteml from the north-east, 
still, if the object were to intimidate the Emperor Theodore bv at once seizing on his 
strongholds, or if it wen* desired to liberate tin* British captives at Ainba Magtlala bv 
a roup dr wain, another road altogether different might be taken in preference,namelv, 
one running westwards from the s«*a coast at ltaheita, just within tin* Straits of 
Babel mandeb. 

'fliis road formc*(l the subject of n letter addressed by me to Ix>rd Malim*sbur\' on 
March 2H, IH06, a copy of which I have the honour to inclose. And I mnv he allowed 
t,o repeat hen*, ns stated in that letter, that as long ago as December 9, 18*13, this road 
was pointed out by me to the Earl of Al»erch*en, then Foreign Secn*tnrv, in a Memoir 
on the Commerce of Abyssinia, and that it likewise formed the subject of a Report 
w hii’li I drew up at the instance of Sir William M. Coghlan, and which was sent in by 
him to the India Office on Di*ecmbcr 17, 186I.+ 

Subsequently to the date of my communication to Lord Malmesbury of March 28, 
1866, and whilst I was still in Abyssinia, I addressed letters to his Lordship on three 
several occasions, namely, on April 3rd, 9th, and 27th of the same year. 

The first two of those letters related to the progress of .Mr. Rnssam's Mission and 
do not now require further notice. < >f the third, namely, that of April 27th, I beg leave 
to inclose a copy. 

It will he perceived in this letter, which was written after I had received intelli¬ 
gence of the liberation and approaching departure of the captors, I predicted that even 
il they were allowed to depart, Mr. Rnssain himself would be detained bv the Emperor; 
and I suggested a course of action upon the assumption that such would 1 m* the case! 
I'nfortunately the result turned out much more unfavourably than I had anticipated, 
and subsequent events have proved even more calamitous. 

When l had the honour to wait on your Lordship in July and August last, 
Mr. Find had just arrived in England w ith certain proposals on the part of the Emperor 
'I hcodore to the British Government; and your Lordship had already in contemplation 
a definite course of action with reference to those proposals. Though at the time I 
cut ortai nisi doubts as to the result, it would, under the circumstances, have Ihvii ill-timed 
and injudicious on my part had I attempted to thwart the proposed course. I therefore 
waited till the time should come when the failure of the plan then entertained would 
render some other course necessary. 

• No. 621, Part !. f Inclos«r« 2 in No. 108. 
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>6, and especially to the letter as forming the basis of the plan which I would ! t 

tJSZ&SSST' . 1 ...iC 

- .. 

and better suited fur ' ^1^, , ' T "*. ? C ° Ul<l ^ 

money are all that would be requisite lWhails a few r, l‘?° * 

same time be introduced to lire the rockets -m l drill ,u r" 1 s ? 1,l, V rs " u Z Ui ftt the 

the muskets ; but this would depend ^ ^ 

i...>.« 

sa ...-s&Wcvtts 

- JtXKSSS . r* IW "’ 

upon them through the French Government 1 in whirl! ‘.‘.‘ "“n rx l H ^»«*nt to act 
jKnS ' Ihigh^ h?*.^! tiu»nvF " 7 *!" «f 

: .■,.i”».v « hi. 

and so might render unnecessary the , kht possibly lie rendered available, 

there should 1 k* * an v 'i h >1 i tiea 1 °oJ) j etTi ini^ t o°s i! el ! h ‘ • ^'d imleeil, unless 

more prudent, in order to obviate the risk of Theodoras ')*' deemed 

British captives, that in the first inst-mee IV...... i r a, 1 < ‘ rn I ,,,n # tin* lives of the 

themselves openly. ' * am I'W'wliinen should alone show 

upon AmSflX: n ''"'IT * 1 «* «""• 

( 1 ) *'"• l-'v-r road. rth-westward,u Viri ' ,i '- V - 

middle road, south-westward, through Ilam?«s/eu •u.d Ti.m' • Mntenimn ; (21 the 

and ,3) tlm upper mad, southwards, l,y UaW rkn ^’mTZ ''' T' : 

lan<l in which are the sources of the Takka/ze «n.l it . ' . 8l ‘ ,ia f [ ‘*’ a,on tf the high 

are mark,! approximativcly on IL. -ads 

thiJzi tt’cdwtwu V;r A ’,' v :- i,,ia 'v ««* u»w -»r 

for the march of an invading armv would Im' ^h " 7 ! < l -!? <%l ! , ,< r "’^^‘h latter 

P' ao ° 1,1 junpardy tin- success of a campai-n. I„ ma y "" <l mi g l ' t 

the upper road was taken by Dun Cristonher da (hm'.n T . ' *1* “f ntion tlinf 

1511, at the head of 51,0 Purtuau.w to Wbt the^i i ""'T* 1 Ah f V8fli " il1 

In a lecture on “ 

the Won Institution, on January 16,1^07, I e^Tuliylhr^.S^af 

6 L 



498 


diameter of the country. Inclosed is an extract from that lecture, which is highly 
deserving of consideration as bearing on this important subject. It will also serve to 
correct the erroneous notions entertained generally, and even by the captives themselves, 
respecting Amba Magdala, which Mr. Rassam describes as being “ situated on a 
mountain in the Wollo Oalla country,” whereas it Is in truth an isolated spur of the 
table-land, by which it is commanded from on high. 

By occupying Tanta, at the extreme point of the plateau of Warrahemano, where 
the high land logins to break down to form Amba Magdala, which is distant from it 
prolwibly not more than a quarter of a mile, the Waagshuni would have that fortress 
completely at command ; and as Magdala has no artificial fortifications beyond a few 
wooden stockades, and the houses and erections on it arc principally, if not entirely, of 
wattles covered with mud and are all thatched, a few well-directed rockets would soon 
destroy the whole place. In this I speak on the report of others and from my 
acquaintance with several similar fortresses, not from my own personal knowledge of 
Amba Magdala itself. 

It may, however, lx* not unreasonable to suppose that the garrison, said to consist 
of only G0<*) musketeers and 1,000 spearmen, might l>c induced to capitulate. Indeed, if 
the fact be, as stated, that during four months of the year the place is without water, 
which has to lie brought from the plain below ; it would seem tliat by cutting otf the 
supply—tliat is to say, preventing the women from fetching the water—tlie garrison 
might 1 m* reduced to extremities and forced to surrender at discretion. 

Still, it would not he sufficient to leave matters to take this course alone. 
Negotiations might 1 m* entered into w ith the garrison, with the captive* themselves, and 
especially with the Ahunn or Coptic Bishop, who iaconfined there, hut (as I am informed) 
not imprisoned ; and moans might doubtless lx* devised for inducing the natives to abjure 
their allegiance to Theodore and to espouse the cause of Gobazye. 

For this purpose, however, it is essential to secure tin* partisanship of the Abuna; 
as it is on his consenting to anoint and crown Gobazye as Emperor, and on his actually 
performing that ceremony, that the final success of the whole enterprise would depend. 
As long ns no rival of his is anointed and crow ned, Theodore |x>sscssos a pn*stigc which 
no reverses can absolutely annihilate. Lie is, and must continue to lx* “ Emperor by 
the Election of God.” “ [The] chosen of God, King of Kings, Theodore, of Ethiopia, 
as In* styles himself in his letter to Her Majesty the Queen of England. But the 
moment the Abuna takes it on himself to anoint another Emjx'ror, the crown falls, as 
it were, from Theodore's head on to that of his substitute; and although lie may retain 
or regain the throne, if he 1ms the power to do so, still his exclusive right aud prestige 
are gone. It is to prevent such an occurrence that Theodore keeps the Abuna near his 
person when they are friends, and places him in confinement when they are enemies. 

The present Abuna was formerly a teacher in the school of the Church missionaries 
at Cairo, and was consecrated by the Coptic Patriarch at their instance ; and he has 
always been considered as devoted to the English and Protestant cause in Abyssinia. It 
may* however, lx* questioned whether his own personal interest is not most regarded by 
him. Be this as it may, 1 apprehend there would lx* no difficulty in the way of securing 
the co-operation of this* prelate, through the Coptic Patriarch and the British Church 
Missionaries, as well as by making it worth his while. Whether it would not lie 
practicable to effectuate his escape from Amlm Magdala in the first instance, would lie 
matter for consideration on the spot. 

The foregoing suggestions are made on the assumption that the Emperor Theodore 
w ill no lx* at Magdala, hut absent in Godjam in his customary eanqiaign against 
Tadcla Gwalu. Should it happen that lie is at Magdala, or that he should return 
thither before the captives have been lilierated by the out* method or the other, then it 
is to lx* considered whether the aid of a small British force might not he necessary. 

In this case, however, I would presume to recommend that an army should not lie 
landed in north-eastern Abyssinia, so as to have to march through a considerable 
extent of country, even though the districts travers'd may lx* under the rule of 
Waagshuni Gobaxye, and their inhabitants well-disposed towards the invaders. It 
would lie show ing the game too plainly to Theodore. 

To me it appears—though on strategical operations it becomes me to speak with 
great diffidence—that a small body of troops, consisting principally, if not entirely, of 
cavalry, should lx* landed at Ruheita, and should proceed by rapid marches direct on 
Magdala* The distance between the two points is 240 geographical miles, of which 
about 200 are through the low country occupied by various Dankali tribes,described in 
my report of December 17, 1861,* already referred to, and the remaining forty miles 

• lnclo«uro 2 in No. 108, 


mupO' er ** ^ tableland of Abyssinia. The road is marked approximative^ on the 

liawltrr P0rti0 f ^ w r ul,l .b«- along the northern side of the Biver 

Ilawash and at no great distance from that nver, where water would be plentiful and 

I apprehend there would be no difficulty in obtaining sufficient supplies 
_ , * eit . a *» chosen as the place of landing in preference to Tadjurrah, liccause the 
fV*iV raV 'TT ’• rV I>UHl hy tribes of the Modaitos, the .Whimira oMled 
^ of t u h ‘‘ k ' U *, wh u m the ,KH>i)Ie <>f IUht ’ ita ^more intimately connected 

■* ° su,,,ri,w ° r thc 

onlv^As^Ld'kidfr n r mm ' US 1 hflvo militaty discipline and uro armed 
omy mm spear and knife. Consequently they could not, if so disposed offer an v scrim.* 

opposition to a well-armed and well-disei dined Eimipcan LT femm small 
Bemdes, their friendship and co-operation might lx* easily secured, as in the ease of 
Major Harrises mtss,on to Shoo in 1841, which went from Tadjurrah to AluiTnha 
with an escort of about only a dozen soldiers. It is true that when at a short distance 

l«rty were ■naMfanhxi, bnt this was proved to have been 
during the tight™* d 1 J ’ aU ° tn "" “ * afflok ' ,,t - uiml not having been kept 
' 1 'b , ' f ' in 'K'>tag suggestions are respe<-tfully offered, snbieot to the disadvantmre. of 

i^n h a^'^TheXn^ Y ! SU 'Y ,laS 0 ‘ r, ‘ rr, '‘ l sin, e ^ '‘.ft Abyssinia near a twelve! 

. i ;V 8 ?* 1,ie c mil 8 l <>f circumstances may nntumllv occasion a modification of the 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Minute. 

Thank him for the information herein given. 

___ J. MURRAY. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 572. 

Dr. Deke to the Earl of Malmesbury. 

My Lord, 

to ,r * - 

that the point at which that table-land would tlnif ^ , ,u ' ° on J ,ttod to remark 

xtremitv, and that, «)nZuZlv ft IS th S ]k> ^ ac ‘ ho<1 . « a * its north-eastern 
traversed liy an invading army before the n! * j K,rtH)n . of R would have to he 

empire could be reached.^ ’ 1 a ntral and most important province* of the 

contemj^Yhl^^^lrai were 

secure and inviolable of onStkS wm.M l Ti ■ f ^ T°^ of as a 

But if it were intended to strike terror inu ♦» 1 ,Ja J' ol Adulia itself, 

once seizing on his stronghold* or it m i«i ♦ j ° nun< l^ ® n, P eror Theodore by at 
Magdala, whilst he was at a distance and lwfi l the «‘ptives at Amba 

removing them or of ordering their execution for the of 

deserving of thc serious consign “ 
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During ray residence in Abyssinia T became acquainted with this road, and was 
impressed with’ita natural advantages, which I did not fail to point out in a Memoir on 
the Commerce of Abyssinia, which I addressed, on the 9th December, 1843, to the 
Earl of Aberdeen, then Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and which Memoir 
is referred to in my letter to Karl Russell of the 19th May, 1865,* printed in the 
papers laid before Parliament (on Lord Chelmsford’* motion) on the 23rd of the same 
month. 

After an interval of so many years, my attention has been again specially 
directed to this road under the following circumstances. Towards the end of 1864, 
Mr. W. Deshorough Cooley, a well-known geographer (though no traveller), submitted 
to the Hoard of Trade a paper on tin* best means to develop the tradie of Abyssinia. 
From that Department this paper passed in succession to tlie Foreign Office and the 
India Office, and from the latter it was gi\en to Major-General Sir William M.Coghlan 
to report thereon. Hv that officer Mr. Cooley’s paper was handed over to me, and at 
his request 1 drew up a report, which I forwarded to him to use as he might think 
best. 

Inclosed, I beg leave to submit to your lordship a duplicate, in Sir William’s own 
hand-writing, of the Memorandum which lie sent in to the India Office on the 17tli 
Demnlier, 1*6t,+ together with my original Report. 

If I understand Sir William Coghlan rightly, my Report itself was not forwarded 
from the India Office to the Foreign Office, but merely a general summary of its 
contents; neither am I aware that it was considered necessary to state that Mr. Cooley's 
pajxT had lxsen submitted to me. 

Hut its production could he obtained from the India Office by a motion in either 
House of Parliament, or otherwise, as might he deemed advisable.^ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HERE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 572. 

Memorandum by Sir 6. Coy hi mi on Mr. Cooleys Paper on the best means to develop the 

Traffic of Abyssinia. 

[Sec In closure 1 in No. 108.] 


IncloMire 3 in No. 572. 

J)r. lleke to the Earl of Malmesbury. 

My Lord, Halai , April 27, 1866. 

* 1 11AD the honour to address your Lordship on March 2*th and April 3rdj(under 
one envelope), and again on April 9th. These letters were sent down to M r. M unzinger, 
in charge of the British Consulate at Massowah, to be forwarded by the “ Victoria,” 
which steamer arrived there on April 16th, and returned next day to Aden. To my 
exceedin'' annoyance Mr. Munzinger informs me that, through an oversight on his 
part, the°pucka containing the earlier two of my letters to your Lordship was not 
delivered to the captain of the 44 Victoria.” They will, therefore, only reach your 
Lordship’s hands at the same time as the present communication. 

'Pin* delay in the arrival of these letters is. however, not very im|s>rtant, as the 
necessity for the consideration of the best way of entering Abyssinia has fortunately not 
occurred, and, it is to l>e hoped, will not arise. The reports of Mr. Rassam's 
proceedings are most favourable, and, if only they are to be depended on, we may 
expect soon to witness the arrival at Mossowah of Her Majesty’s Cousul and the rest 
of the unfortunate Europeans who have so long been in chains. 

Rut, even supjkosing the Emperor to have thus promptly respoudod to Her 
Majesty’s letter, then* is a contingency which may yet arise. Mr Rassam will 
doubtless have entered into some engagements on behalf of Her Majesty, and the 
Abyssinian Monarch may l»e suspicious as to the nonfulfilmcnt of these engagements 
whim once Mr. Rassam and the rest of the prisoners an* beyond his reach. He may 
there fore insist on retaining a hostage for the fulfilment of these engagements, and, if 

* No. 166. t lnclo»ure 1 in No. 109. 

I Thi* w*» written during Lord RuneH’o A dmi uistnt : on, when I.ord Malme«bury wa» in opposition.—C. B. 
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'n as Mp - Rass ? u > himself? Without discussing the rights of the 
matter, I will merely say that native Abvssinians of intelligence wlio know’Theodorc’. 
Character well, assure tnc that nothing is more p„,hahlc Iheodorc s 

n., “-ns r — 

awssas. 1 " swasssar=: 

1. Send an l-.mltss.sy on a more extensive scale 

2. Dei* La re war against Tlieodore and invade hLs country. 

^ Induce the Egyptian Government in their stead to invade Abyssinia 

n,.t f 1 °*T VPr ’ something must 1*' done, if remains to lx- seen whether there mhrht 

avaa 

... 

. 

S*sESS?kS5:-SS5? 

lhe arguments adduced in the letter which I addressed in isliq ♦ n . * 

neither by auyof^hi'^rireht'noHiv^i 'TrY-'- ■ M ' c, . ,liar l K ' rs<1,l nl advantage, , assessed 

-v A 

L J 0 M 
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might at the same time Ik* introduced to fire the rockets and to drill the natives in the 
proper use of the muskets; but this would dejx*nd on circumstances. 

I should Ik* quite ready to undertake the suitable negotiations and arrangements 
with Waagshum Gofaosye. I am not aware that I am known to him personally, hut 
I was at his father's Court at Sokota in 1843, on my way Home, and was well-treated 
by him during iny short stay there. 

According to all accounts Gobazye Ls of considerable talent, brave, of good 
character and amiable disposition. He is about 30 years of age. 

This recognition and support of Gobazye might lie undertaken cither by England 
alone or in conjunction with Prance. 

To continue on terms of any sort with Theodore would lx* loss of time, and even 
worse. He cannot last much longer under any circumstances; and it might Ik* hoped 
bis defeat or death would, without more [r won! omitted], leave the “British hostage” 
free to quit the country, ami Her Majesty's Government free from all engagements with 
him. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 

TVS. Mmuoirnh, May 12/A, i860.— Intelligence has just been received that the 
captives have started on their way to the coast and may Ik* shortly expected either here 
or at Hounkim. Notu ithstanding this good news I still retain the opinion expressed 
in my letter, and, therefore, send it on. 

C. B. 


In closure t in No. 572. 

Memorandum by Dr. Refer, showing the right of Wnagshum Gobazye to the Throne of 

Abyssinia. 

THE antiquity and former rank, wealth, and power of the Empire of Ethiopia or 
Abyssinia, an* matters of history. 

Its inhabitants received Christianity in the time of the Roman Emperor Constantine, 
and intimate relations continued to subsist lietween the Byzantine Empire and Ethiopia 
till the rise and advance of Mahometanism shut the latter out from the western 
world. 

Without dwelling on the details of the internal history of Abyssinia, it will be 
sufficient to state that about 1,000 years ago the line of Christian sovereigns claiming 
descent from Menilek, tlu* son of Solomon, King of Israel, and the Queen of Sheba, 
was violently act aside by a female Falasba (Lraolitwli) usurper, who massacred all the 
members, save one, of the Imperial family, and whose descendants occupied the throne 
for nearly 200 years. 

About the time of the Norman conquest of England, this intnisive dynasty was 
superseded by a Christian Sovereign of the House of Zngye, whose origin was in the 
Kingdom of Lnsta, and which continued to reign till the year 1268; when one of 
the moat remarkable events in the* history of any nation is said to have occurred. 

The reigning Emperor, Nakwetolanb, at the instance of the famous native saint, 
Ahuna Tekia Haimanot, voluntarily abdicated the throne of Ethiopia in favour of 
Yekweno Amlak, who claimed to lx* descended from the sole survivor of the family of 
Menilek. In return for this alxlioatiou, Nakwetolanb and his descendants were 
recognised jus imh*pendant sovereigns in Waag, the chief province of hnsta, subject 
only to the suzerainty of the Emperors, and with the agreement that if the line of 
Yekweno Amlak should ever fail, that of Xakwetolaab should resume the throne. The 
latter had further the following personal privileges conferred on them : they might 
enter the inner court of the palace with their drums beating; might come before the 
Emperor without uncovering the upper part of the body and rolling their robe round 
tlieir waist; might lx* seated at meals hi*fore the tables are served (all other persons 
standing); and might occupy a chair of state at the side of the Emperor's throne, 
according to the Abyssinian saying:— 

•* Krjfu* le Wamhar 
Wang ilium la Mantar.” 

These privileges were retained inviolate by the Waagshums, or Princes of Waag, 
till the time of the present usurper Theodore, who Itarlwirously mutilated aud then 
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hanged Waag-shum Gobi* Medbrin, the father of the present Gohazze, and annulled 
all his rights and privileges. 

For 600 years from the time of Yekweno Aiulak, the throne of Ethiopia was 
occupied by the lineal descendants of that monarch, whose power and authority kept 
however gradually on the wane; till at length, towards the close of the eighteenth 
century, the once absolute and independent Emperors of Ethiopia, like the hist Mero¬ 
vingian Kings of France, became mere tools in the hands of their Maires du Palais, who 
bore the title of Ras, a dignity which for more than half a century was hereditary in 
the family of Has Guksa. 

The form of placing a puppet Emperor on the throne was continued till Ras All, 
Guksa 1 8 grandson, was conquered by bis son-in-law, Dedjatz Kassai, of Kwnra, who 
1 laving subjugated all his rivals, and scorning the secondary title of Has, caused himself 
to be crowned Emperor, by the name of Theodore the Second. In doing so he pretended 
to lie the monarch of that name, who, according to a native prophecy, is to divide the 
eastern world with the Emperors of Rome, that is to say the Eastern Empire; he 
being crowned at Jerusalem, whilst the Emperor of Russia, ns the head of the Greek 
Empire, is crowned at Constantinople, and in whose time all the world is to become 
Christian. 

This vast scheme, which is rather an appropriation than a fulfilment of the nativo 
ropheev, is of foreign origin. It would Ik* out of place here to trace it to its source; 
ut it may Ik* stated as a fact that the Abyssinian* generally did not readily accept tho 
present usurper as tin* true Theodore of prophecy, who is to come from the east, 
when*as Kassai's native country, Kwani, is in the west. That it was only in conse¬ 
quence of his wonderful success at first that they submitted to close their eyes to this 
discrepancy ; anti that in consequence of his excessive tyranny, cruelty, and oppression 
—so diametrically opposed to the attributes of the Christian Monarch they were led to 
expect—they now style him Pharoah, King of Egypt, and sigh for the Moses who is 
to deliver them from the hands of the oppressor. 

To look for such a deliverer from among the degenerate descendants of Yekweno 
Amlak, would be useless. Since the death of the Emperor Tekla iloimanot II, now 
just a century ago, they have ceased to occupy the throne of their illustrious ancestors 
by succession, having lxx*n placed on it and removed from it at the caprice of every 
powerful chief who could gain possession of the capital, and desired the title of Ras or 
Vizier as a cloak to his actual power. So frequent indeed were those changes that 
there were as many as six EmjKTors living at one time, despised and neglected; and 
the existing members of this family are become so thoroughly lowered and contemp¬ 
tible, and their right to the throne so completely ignored, that not one of them could 
hope to bring a dozen soldiers to rally round tho standard of “ the Lion of tin* Tribe of 
Judah,” were lie to unfurl it, an act of madness which would inevitably insure his 
imnredinte and violent death. 

Under these circumstances, the line of Yekweno Amlnk may bo considered as 
virtually extinct; and the existing hereditary Prince of Wang, Gobazye, as tho 
descendant and representative of the Emjicror Nakwctolaab, has consequently a right 
to resume the throne abdicated by his ancestor, under tho contract which reserved that 
throne to his descendants in the event w hich may be regarded as hav ing now occurred, 

JIalai, Abyssinia, April 27. 1866. (Signed) CHARLES RKKE. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 572. 
Map of Abyssinia, 


Inclosure 6 in No. 572. 

Extract from a Lecture on “ Abyssinia and the Abyssinian ir,” delivered by Dr. Ueke in the 
Theatre of the London Institution, on Wednesday , January 16, 1867. 

RISING from the alluvial plains which skirt it on the north-west, the mountain 
system of Abyssinia widens as it extends southwards, till it soon acquires a breadth 
of 200 or 300 miles, and even more, forming an extensive table-laud, of w hich the 
seaward edge runs from north to south, at a general elevation of about 8,0L0 feet, 
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and present*, therefore, toward, the sea-coast, the appearance of a lofty range of 

moui^in*. ^ intersected hy numerous streams, which, after a short course 

over the -urftu* of the pU^au 

S ,11 S that ofthc Ahai (for 

11 I ? t fJuth if th«* peninsula of Godjam, i* at least twenty-five miles 
wZn V extmmT^ints, wherH breaks from the tafafeland on either side. These 
hsnMmt valley- an- the [.eculinr characteristic of Abyssinia, a* semng to convert 

a rr .-aan -'£ r^irrr«r^ps r 

hanks of a river -hut up within such a mass of broken eountiy, nsiiifr to the height 
of 3 0(H) or t KH, feel on either side of him, should Ik- led to imagine that in ascending 
fron, the river he was ascending a lofty mountain, or crossing a mountain-chain, 
when'll- on arriving at the summit, he has in reality merely naclied the continuation 
f t j „ table-land from which ho had previously descended on the opposite sub of the 
river T1 is Tlionld 1 h” home in mind when perusing the works of traveller* m 
Al.Vssinin or eon,.tries of a similar ehan.eter, many of whom, under an erroneous 
impression, describe mountains where mountains, in the usual acceptation of the term, 

' l0 n The*Amba or 1,ill-fort of Mag,lain, the State prison of the Emperor Theodon-Ja 
which the unhappy European captives have so long been and still an- confined may 
Is- adduced ns in instnni.. the erroneous conceptions to which this mistaken 

of the physical character of Abyssinia may give rise. 

Mr ‘Stem, one of the ill-fated prisoners, m a letter to his wifi, yha h 1 ha\ 
c,uotc«l 'in my iWontly-miblislied work, “The British Captives m Abyssinia, Hays:- 
.! A„ 1 mn reminded of the approach of winter, 1 will give vou a hast} sketjh <f 
the place where we and upwards of 200 unhappy natives of all 

nmv have to pass the ensuing inclement season of winter. [ An ' l u ^ rt ™'’ t * 
mssed not only that winter, hut also a seeond, and l much h nr thij **11 * 

L„„ „ third 1 ‘.lust picture to your imagination an isolated locality, rising out >f 
Kt of a umhlc of conical hills, deep ravines, and serrated ridges; and you have 

Vinhn Magdala On the summit there are clusters of thatched huts, ouupiid hy 
Amha Magi far from f ], 0 church, which you recognize hy an apex 

surmounted hy a glittering cross, you gaze on a mass 

in mocking contrast round four spacious circular dwellings, lou 

stens nearer, and you behold a strong thorn fence, guarded hy groups of sooty hli era, 

clo-e to whom lie, basking in the sun, bands of unfortunates, loaded with galling 

fetters This is the royal prison.” This description, though minute in some particulars, 

does not enable us to form any definite idea of the natural features of the place. 

We will now turn to the description which the well-known rm^iomur, Dr. 1Ku j f, 
has given of Magdala, ns seen hy him on his journey trom M»oa in Man hIE*. 
Having left Tunta, the residence of the Imam Lihan, the Mnhommednn hn f 
Wnrrahemano, since conquered hy the Emperor Theodore, Dr. Krapf nachc. the 
Li of a rive; running to the lWhilo, where, he says lie saw the stronghold of 
MairtUila “This is a high and large hill, resembling the form ot a squ.m, the 
hanks of which are almost perpendicular. There is a plain on the top w h water 
and a field for cultivation, on which the Imam has a garrison anil keeps Ins treasures, 
and in which ho takes refuge when an enemy is too strong for lnm. No Abyssinian 
force could easily take this stronghold. There is only one entrance, which is in 

th °Trom this it will be perceived that Dr. Krapf, being in the bed of the river 
described Magdala as a high and large hill, which, without the explanation I am about 
to^vcC^’m*h» ^ uv ev an entirely erroneous idea of the true character of the place. 
I never was at Magdala myself, but l have seen numerous Anitas of precisely similar 
character, and the following description of that of Dey, which l visited in 3cto * 

IK41 will answer equally well fbr Magdala. , , 

After leaving Angola, the Galla capital of Slum, T proceeded westwanl across 

the level country of Shea Mveda (the plains of Shoa); till, m the distnct of Enon, 
l,e plain gradually narrows between the valley of the nver Btroro* and that of the 
Ail«hai and at length ends in a point, across which a stockade is thrown, at the 
gate of which travellers an' stopped, till the Governors ^wwion is obtained for 
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their passage. Upon admission, their road passes round to the right, within this 
stockade, but outside of an inner one, descending almost perpendicularly down abrupt 
basaltic rocks, by a narrow path impracticable for beasts of burthen, My luggage 
had consequently to be unloaded at the outer gate, and carried on mens’ hacks to 
near the bottom of this pass, where it was re-loaded. . 

“ After descending a cross valley between the two prinliipal cm's, which is, 
however, far from attaining their depth, the road winds rouud to the left, and up 
a seperate mass of rock of considerable extent, forming the Amha or hill-fort of 
Dey, the residence of Aito Bis&wer, the Governor of the province of Marat, which 
name the country bears from the point where the descent from Shoa Myeda begins. 
On reaching the top of the Amha, one finds oneself on a level of sufficient extent 
to contain a tolerably large village of the Governor’s retainers, reaching on the west 
side to the Church of St. George, where the ground begins to fall.” 

It will be perceived how completely this description, though of a totally different 
place, takes in all the points mentioned both hy Mr. Stem and Dr. Krapf respecting 
Magdala. The elevation of Dey, which is merely a continuation of the plateau of 
Shoa Myeda, and is about the same distance as Magdala from the edge of the table-land 
(forty or fifty miles), I found to bo 7,887 feet, being between 000 and 700 feet lower 
than Angol&lla. The fortress of Dey is a very inqiortant station, situated as it is at the 
junction of the Adabai and Deradna, it being thus the key to the high plain-country 
to the west, at the same time that it commands the mountainous country below it 
in the opposite direction. For it must he remarked that, from the peculiar physical 
character of Abyssinia, the plain country is above, whilst the mountainous country 
is below. There are only three roads by which the Amha of Dey is at all accessible, 
and only one of these Is ‘practicable for beasts of burthen, the other two being through 
mere fissures in the rock, hy which only one person can pass at a time. 

When I left Dey, the road at first went for some little distance past the Church 
of St. George, most delightfully situated on a level and smooth plot of grass, studded 
with cypresses, and commanding an extensive view over the valleys to the north and 
south.* The baggage-horses having to make a long circuit round the Amha, I 
remained seated for upwards of an hour, when, seeing them below, I descended by 
a chasm in the rock, still worse than that by Enari, to the large village of Debra 
Biser&t. I need not continue further the narrative of my journey, which, during 
the, same and part of the following day, was always descending. Sufficient will 
have been said to show that Amha Magdala, though, from the bed of tlie river below, 
it had to Dr. Krapf the appearance of a high and large hill, is merely a point of the 
table-laud of Warraliemano; it being most probably several hundred feet lower than 
the mass of that table-land, in the same way that Dey is lower than tJic plains of 
Shoa, of which it is the extremity. 

It is hardly necessary tliat I should urge the importance of bearing this distinction 
in mind, especially as Abyssinia possesses numerous mountains properly so called. 


No. 573. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Bcke. 


Sir, Foreiyn Office, April 17, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
12th instant, and to thank you for the information therein contained respecting 
Abyssinia. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


[73] 
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No. 674 

Mr. Murray to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

8ir, Foreign Office , April 20, 1867. 

THE Secretary of State for War is doubtless aware from papers which have 
been laid before Parliament, that early in the year 1864 King Theodore of Abyssinia 
imprisoned and illtreated Her Majesty’s Consul, and that, with a view of effecting 
Captain Cameron’s release, a special mission was sent to that country in charge of 
Mr. Ramam, the Assistant Political Resident at Aden, who was accompanied by two 
British officers, and who was the bearer of a letter from the Queen to King Theodore. 

This mission however has not only been unsucc<*ssful, but its members have also 
been detained in captivity and in chains. 

The time has therefore arrived when it is needful for Iler Majesty’s Government to 
consider what further steps it may l>c at once possible and advisable to take in order to 
vindicate the honour of the Crown, and to protect Iler Mnj<*sty’s subjects from further 
liarm. 

1 am accordingly directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you the ncconqianying 
printed papers,* which contain a history of all that has passed up to the present time, 
together with a copy of a letter to the India Office, in which the assistance and 
co-operation of that department is requested, and I am to state that Lord Stanley 
would l>e glad that this suly<*et should enguge the early and careful consideration of 
Sir John Pnkington with a view of deciding upon the course to be adopted. 

Since tin* alsive was written Lord Stanley has received a letter (copy inclosed) 
from Dr. Beko,+ whose information as to routes in Abyssinia may lie of value. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 575. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Men vale. 

Sir* Foreign Office , April 20, 1867. 

T1IE Secretary of State for India is already aware, from the communications made 
to him by the Political Resident at Aden, of the present position of affairs between this 
country and Abyssinia, and I am directed by Lord Stanley to request that you will 
call his attention to the gravity of the circumstances, and to the necessity of con¬ 
sidering what further steps should be taken with a view of procuring the release of the 
captives. 

Besides Colonel Mere wether’s reports, of which, for convenience, I transmit to you 
printed conies,$ Lord Stanley 1ms received from Major-General Sir William Coghlnn a 
Memorandum,§ of which a copy is also annexed, on the measures which it might lie 
possible to adopt for effecting the object in view; and ns the employment or co-operntion 
of Her Majesty's Indian Forces wonld be necessary in carrying out ojierations. 
Lord Stanley is anxious to obtain the opinion of Sir Stafford Northcote as to the course 
to be pursued. 

You w ill perceive that Colonel Merewetl er is of opinion that force must l>e resorted 
tv, and that Sir William Coghlan, who has hitherto deprecated the employment offeree, 
has reluctantly come to the conclusion that it is inevitable. He seems, however, to 
think that the preliminary steps which would lie necessary before troops could be 
dispatched from India, and which would of course, reach King Theodore’s ears, might 
have the effect of opening his eyes to the danger of persevering in a wrongful course, 
and might produce the release of the captives, in which care perhaps the employment 
of troop might l>c avoided. 

The probability of their being required must, however, be so far counted on, in the 

• Piprr* tent, 
f No. 572. 

I No# 530, Inc’oture 1 in No. 53.1, Incloture in No. 5-19, Inclo«ure in No. 560, and No. 555. 
i No. 554. 


event of its being decided to employ force, and to insure their services being available 
at the right season, which appears to be in October. 

A copy of this letter will be sent to the Secretary of State for War, with whom I 
am to request that Sir Stafford Northcote will communicate. 

I also transmit a copy of two letters which Lord Stanley lias addressed to Colonel 
Mere wether,* in reply to his last communications, and also a copy of the letter therein 
referred to as addressed by Lord Stanley to King Theodore.f 

8ince the above was written Lord Stanley has received a letter (copy inclosed) from 
Dr. Beke,$ whose information as to routes in Abyssinia may be of value. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 570. 


Lord Stanley to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Foreign Office , April 20, 1867. 

I HAVE received your several despatches of December 10, 1806, January 16, 
February 15, and February 28, 1867 ;§ and have learnt therefrom, with*unfeigncd con¬ 
cern, that all the efforts which have hitherto l>oen made by Her Majesty’s Government 
to effect bv reasonable means, the release of the persons detained in captivity by King 
Theodore, linve been unsuccessful up to this time. Her Majesty’s Government have 
lx*on w illing to believe that King Theodore's intentions were pacific, and wen* based 
upon a desire, however unusually indicated aeeonling to Eurejiean notions, of intro¬ 
ducing into his country the enlightened intelligence of other Christian nations; hut the 
fact of the King having lost sight of the rule, observed throughout all ages, of considering 
the jiersou of an envoy as sacnxl, and having imprisoned and detained in ehaius 
Mr. Rossam and his companions, who were rent by the Queen on a peace fill mission 
to him, necessarily h*ads Her Majesty’s Government to the conclusion that peaceful 
relations are not the King’s object, and that the idea of entering into friendly relations 
with him must be abandoned. 

Under there circumstances it will he for Iler Majesty’s Government to consider 
carefully the course which they shall adopt; but being unwilling, at least in the first 
instance, to proceed to extremities, I have addressed to King Theodore, by Her Majesty’s 
command, the accompany letter, which you will forward to him ; and if at t he expiration 
of three months from the date of dispatching it to him, the captives shall not have 
lxvn ret at liberty and have left Abyssinia, you w ill either send home, or sell the presents 
now in your charge, and hold the proceeds at my disposal. 

I have only to add that I am in communication with the India and War Offices, 
in regard to any further steps which circumstances may render necessary. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 676. 

Lord Stanley to King Theodore. 

Foreign Office , London , April 10 , 1867. 

I AM commanded by the Queen, my Sovereign, to state to your Majesty that she 
hail expected to hear by this time that the prisoners, respecting w hom Her Majesty w rote 
to you on the 4th of October last, had been all released and had nrrived at Massowah, 
and that the presents which were awaiting their arrival at Massowah, wen* already on 

t Inclosurc in No. 576. 
i No*. 5v0, 540, 5VJ. an.l No. 5C0. 
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their way to Abyssinia. The Queen regrets to find that, although you had become 
acquainted with the contents of her letter by the copy sent up by Mr. Flad, you had 
hesitated to comply with Her Majesty’s wishes for the release of the prisoners, and 
Instead of sending them at once to Massowah to Ik* exchanged against the presents, had 
looked still to obtain the presents on the faith of your own assurance that, on the receipt 
of them, you would release the captives. Looking to what 1ms already passed, the 
Queen cannot again write to your Majesty, but she has desired me to write, and to say 
that her determination, as expressed in Her Majesty** letter, of which you know the 
o in tent*, is unchanged and unchangeable; and tlmt so far from being willing to allow 
the presents to go on Wore the prisoners have reached Massowah, the Queen has sent 
orders that the presents shall Ik? returned to Europe, unless the British authorities at 
MosKownb are sati!«.fh*d within three months after the dispatch of this letter from that 
]>ort, a copy of which is sent by three different messengers, that the prisoners are actually 
r “leased and on their way to the coast. In that ease the return of tin* presents may be 
deferred for such time as may suffice for the prisoners to perform the journey to Massowab, 
on their arrival at which place the presents will Ive made over to your Agents. 

The Queen hits forbidden her Agents to enter into further correspondence on these 
matters. Her Majesty requires for the last time, by her Secretary of State, that the 
prisoners should Ih* he made over to her, and she trusts that your Majesty will he 
sufficiently well-advised to comply with her demand, rather than forfeit the friendship 
which, notwithstanding all that lias happened, the Queen is still disposed to entertain 
for you. 

Having thus fulfilled the commnnds of the Queen my Sovereign, I hid your 
Majesty heartily farewell. 

Your sincere Friend, 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 577. 

Mr. Murray to Lieutenant-Colonel Mercwether. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 20, 1867. 

T AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you a duplicate and triplicate of 
Her Majesty’s letter to King Theodore, referred to in his Lordship's despatch of to-day, 
and I am to instruct you to scud each of the three copies to Magdala by a separate 
messenger. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 578. 

Lord Stanley to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 20, 1867. 

WITH reference to my letter of this day’s date, forwarding a letter which 1 have 
addressed to King Theodore, I have now to state to you tlmt I concur in the suggestion 
mode in your letter of the 4th of March, \hat the artisans who went out under your 
supervision with a view of entering into King Theodore's sendee, should at once be 
advised to return to England, as ller Majesty’s Govemmeut cannot now', under any 
circumstances, sanction their proceeding to Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 
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(No. 12. Consular.) 

Mv Lord, Jerusalem , April 3, 1867. 

’ I HAVE the honour to report to vour Lordship that I received a few days ago, 
through Colonel Stanton, the letter addressed to the King of Abyssinia by the Armenian 
Patriarch of Constantinople relative to the British captives in that country, obtained 
by Her Majesty’s Ambassador at the Porte. I forthwith waited on the Armenian 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, with whom I am on very friendly terms, who promised me to 
give his immediate attention to the matter. It was agreed that his Eminence 
should send me word when his arrangements were made, when I would repair to the 
Patriarchate to be made acquainted therewith. I begged tin* Patriarch to select an 
ecclesiastic of suitable rank, and urged, in becoming terms, expedition. 

To-day I received the invitation agreed upon, and have just returned from the 
interview with the Patriarch. His Eminence informed me that he had selected Bishop 
Sahak, his Yh«ar-General, to proceed to Abyssinia on this service, and that he would 
furnish him w ith a letter to the King in addition to tlmt of the Constantinople I*relate, 
which he did not consider would Ik* of much use, with an Abyssinian translation (as it 
was very doubtful whether a proper translation from the Armenian or Arabic could he 
made on the spot), and with presents consisting of objects from Jerusalem, such as 
crucifixes, rosaries, Ac., which would Ik* held in the highest veneration by the King. 

His Eminence added that the letter was In'ing drawn up, nroperly illuminated, and 
the presents selected, and that he 1io|mh1 all would In* ready in time to enable his Envoy 
to embark for Egypt by the next French steamer on the 14th instant. I upphiud<*d 
the Patriarch’s arrangements and thanked him. 

I w ill not fail to rejsirt to your Lordship the final arrangements and departure of 
the Bishop. 

1 should add tlmt the Patriarch desired that the name and nature of the mission of 
his Envoy should not transpire, to prevent endeavours lM*ing made to thwart the object 
in view'. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) NOEL TEMPLE MOORE. 


No. 582. 


Lord Stanley to Consul Moore. 

(No. 5.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , April 25, 1867- 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 12 of the 3rd instant, reporting tin* arrange¬ 
ments which have been made hv the Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem to send an Envoy 
to Abyssinia with a view to procure the release of the British captives in that country ; 
and I have to instruct you to express to the Patriarch the high sense entertained by 
Her Majesty’s Government of his prompt and frieudly action in this matter. 

I am, & c. 


(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 583. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received April 29.) 

(No. 26. Consular.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 17, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, to your Lordship, two despatches and 
inclosui'cs from Colonel Merewether, that have just reached me under dying seal. 
r 731 6 0 
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Colonel Merewether’* last despatch, dated Mnaaowah, 6th April, reports the receipt 
of intelligence from Mr. Rassam, dated Magdala, the 19th February.* Up to that date 
no change had occurred in the position of the captives, but the messengers who brought 
this letter state that, on leaving the foot of the mountain rumouro existed that 
Mr. Raasam had been set at liberty. 

Colonel Merewether places no confidence in this report, but if true, reliable 
intelligence of the tact must shortly be received. 

$ I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 584. 


Ijieutimant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley.—i April 29.) 

My lx>rd, Massoirah, March 30, 1867. 

1 HAVE the honour to report for your Lordship’s information that I returned here 
this morning. 

2. Mr. Flad left this on the 6th instant, four days alter my last departure. M. Munzingrr 
accompanied him to within five days’ journey of Kassala, to assist in procuring change of 
camels They there met the messengers dispatched by the King in January. 
M. Munzinger parted with Mr. Had on the 17th, bringing with him the King’s messengers, 
and arrived here on the 23rd instant. Mr. Flad expected to reach Materama to-day or 
to-morrow. 

3. A copy of translation of King’s letter is appended ; it contains merely an expression 
of the King’s expectation of the coming to his Court of all here, and statement that after 
he sees u sign of friendship from Her Majesty he would "send them (Mr. Rassam, &c.,) 
in a friendly, honourable wayfrom this it might be inferred that, on receipt of 
Her Majesty’s letter, and on Mr. Flad’s return to Debra labor, the King was disposed to 
release M. Rassam and the others, and send them to the frontier. 1 regret to say that, 
from the intelligence 1 have received, and as the correspondence already forwarded to your 
Lordship will have shown, there is not the least hope of this occurring, on the contrary, the 
letters written alter the departure of the mi sengers, and which were received by the direct 
route a month ago, lead to the conclusion that his object is to try and get Mr. Flad, 
the urti/.ans, presents, and myself into his power before he will ever change his conduct 
towards Mr. Rassam ; and there is not the slightest indication that he will then ever 
comply with Her Majesty’s demands. 

4. It is contrary to vour Lordship’s instructions that the artizans and presents should 
leave this until intimation has been received from the King that he has released 
Mr. Ruvum and the other British subjects now kept in confinement by him. The 
messengers will, therefore, be sent back to-morrow with a letter (copy is annexed) from me 
of the sume tenor as the one sent by hand of Mr. Flad. 

5. No further letters since those dated 29th Jannary have been received from 
Magdala. but Mrs. Flad writes to me from Gafiat direct, under date 16th February, as 
follows 

44 A few days ago 1 received a letter from my hasband, in which he informs me tliat he 
intends leaving Massowah on the 10th January; he also wishes me to write to you. 1 
hope by this time a lctterf from me to my husband will have arrived at the coast, together 
with letters from Captain Cameron to you and my husband, which will have given you an 
insight into the present state of things. 

44 Owing to Mr. Rassam being confined to the fortress of Magdala, five days' journey 
from here, the diplomatic despatches of His Majesty took never more time than they 
ordinarily would, and, besides, he does not seem in a hurry to finish this business. 
Yesterday four weeks His Majesty sent off six messengers, vi& Matemina, with an 
answer to you, so that possibly they may have met niv husband. From Mr. Rassam and 
his companions 1 have not hail any news since the 29th January, t&e road being blocked up, 
which [causes a great deal of distress, as well to us as s those in the fortress. They are 
still in the same condition,—the chains on their feet. \ aid, two days aga, when he 

heard of my husband's arrival at Matcmnia, he would ; r. Rassam, to consult with 

• Tto tot pnmmn oat* mm January 39. f was fcraafJad tot month. 
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him about what was to be done. The stores which had been sent viA Matemma for 
Mr. Rassam arrived nearly two weeks since; and Mr. Rassam’s and the others’ servants 
are waiting His Majesty’s permission to take on their masters’ property, for which they 
long very much; shortly ago, when His Majesty was reminded by a sentence in His 
Majesty’s letter, that an Ambassador’s fierson was regarded as sacred, he said to some 
Europeans that were with him, he had chained Mr. Rassam because he had received 
intelligence from an European residing at Massowah that the English Government had 
hostile intentions towards him. M. Munzinger will give you the particulars of a 
melancholy event that happened shortly ago: five Germans, among them two Missionaries 
of the Scotch Mission, attempted to escape from the King’s camp, but having been 
betrayed, they were, even before setting off, taken and put in chains. They were very 
imprudent, but nothing else could he said of them against their character.” 

6. The particulars alluded to are given in a letter from Mrs. Flad to Mr. Haussman, a 
Missionary in Cairo, dated 15th February, forwarded through M. Munzinger:— 

44 The Brothers Staiger and Brandeis have been closely confined since three weeks, 
Bardel had framed with them a project of escape, and then betrayed them to the King. 
I know uo particulars about this design, but so much is certain that the brothers, together 
with the two hunters, Shiller and Essler, and Makerer. the Frenchman, had for some time 
been in communication with Bardel. In the middle ot January, the King ordered them to go 
to Debra Tabor (from Gaffat) with ull their baggage; they were to aid Bardel in the construc¬ 
tion of a road to Amara Geddel. This was the pretext; but the intention was to lay a 
trap for them. The poor brothers were imprudent enough to put themselves in the power 
of a traitor, w hom they supposed hud joined them, mid the good opportunity thus offered 
they believed to be a hint that the right moment to fly had arrived. They minded my 
safety and that of the Gafiat brethren. They had had many opportunities before at 
Korata, and here too, but were unwilling to harm others by the step. You can imagine 
what a terror I had when, on the night of the 26th January, about 11 o’clock, I whs 
roused from the profoundeat sleep by a vigorous knocking at the door. Tits old woman 
who sleeps with me in the house asked who was there; 44 the King,” was the answer. 1 
had no time to dress myself, and that was my good fortune. The King wus really at the 
door; and he sent in a Slealaka, with sword, spear, and shield, who. without asking 
permission, looked behind my curtain, and could so persuade himself at once thut 1 had 
never designed to fly, having my three children around me, sleeping most profoundly. 
He was then civil enough, and ordered five soldiers to watch outside the door, at the same 
time he examined all the houses at Gaffat, but finding nothing, he took the guards away. 
The brothers Staiger and Brandeis, together with the other three named before, were 
found in their huts, ready for flight. Bardel, himself, hud given the signal for decamping, 
but instead of taking the road they had agreed on. he went to the King and denounced 
the project (he had, in reality, revealed it before). Then the King promised Bardel he 
would reward him The other five were put in chains, whoa the King asked them, 4 why 
did you wish to to away; what have you against me?’ they answered, 4 we have nothing 
against you, only we longed again to see our country.’ They declared also it was Berdel 
who had seduced them. Bardel also wrote to his compatriot (Mukercr), saying he really 
had the design to fly, hut having persuaded himself the thing was not feusible, and not 
having any more control over the others, he had denounced it to the King, so as to prevent 
worse. The next morning the King made believe that he intended to send the fugitive to 
Magdala. They were conducted ut noon before our house bare-beaded and bare-footed. 

1 felt so moved that I went down with my children, and bade ’hem farewell. Anna and 
Frederick wept aloud ; the King, who was walking before them, looked back. When I 
had returned to my house, he asked me bv Binder and Maier if I preferred to go with my 
friends, the fugitives, or to join his children at Gafiat. I answered, my husband has 
given me Saalmeeller as Buldaraba, and had put me also under the King’s protection. The 
King there ordered me to be at Gafiat, where l am able, at least, to aid the jnior men. ’ 

7. Mrs Had also writes to M. Munzinger on the 16th February:— 

44 You will, by the inclosed to Mr. Hnussmnn. be informed of what has happened 
here lately. The King has, or feigns to have the most extravagant ideas about the 
behaviour of European Governments. He appeared to be persuaded that my husband 
was retained as a hostage in the same manner as lie retains us. He appeared to oe pleased 
when, last Monday, the ilth February, my husbaud’s letter reached him. But his temper 
since that has not at all become gayer. What irritates him yet more * r* great number 
of bL soldiers have deserted him. Of those who were caught again -4 seienty- 

eight to be put in a hut and burnt alive It was believed that the Ki d reconcile 

himself with the Bishop, and the poor prisoners in the forties had at it, because 
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there was a hope that our situation would then have taken a better turn. But the peace 
negotiations, if they sincerelv meant, miscarried, because of the wounded pride of hia 
legitimate wife, Dejaj Oobeay’s daughter, where, not long ago, the King ordered her to join 
him again, she answered she would come to him, but not as his concubiue, and if so she 
felt much happier in the fortress reading her Psalter in peace. The King is always here 
(Gaffat) The natives believe he is kept here by a spirit; certain it is the works interest 
him much. Each week we receive from him a direct or indirect advice to prepare for 
going away ; hut up to this it has Deen all for nothing. Mrs. Rosenthal has several times 
asked permission to join her husband, at Magdala. Mr. Rassam too, entreated the King 
on her behalf, but although the King has not refused her directly, he retains her here 
with vain words, we know not the motive of. We have little hope to see this intricate 
affair resolved in a good way, but at all events there is no impossibility of it.” 

ft. I purpose proceeding on the 1st proximo to visit the plateau mentioned in my 
last despatch as distant about eighteen miles in a direct line from this. It is within 
Egyptian territory, and some 4,000 feet above the level of the sen, so may be found useful 
hereafter. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) W. L. MEREWETUER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 584. 

King Theodore to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

(Translation.) 

IN the name of God the Father, the Son. and the Holy Ghost, one God. 

This letter, which is sent from the King of Kings, Theodores, may it reach Mr. Flad. 
How have you spent your time? God be praised, 1 am well. 

On the 29th of December your three different messengers you had sent to me from 
Massowuh arrived here. Tell those men, who arrived with you, who are the people of rnv 
friend the Queen, and Colonel Merewether. How are you ? From me, Mr. Rassarn, 
Mr. Cameron, with the rest of the Europeans, arc, by the power of God, ail well. 

Mr. Rassam sends u letter by his servant. We arc waiting for the arrival of all of 
you. I, a poor man, atu waiting for the word (will) of the great Queen of England and 
Ireland, Victoria, my friend, who is a friend of faith and love (friendship). On this 
account I keep them (Mr. Rassam, &c.) waiting here. If Her Majesty send me a sign 
of friendship, bring it to me, and alter 1 have seen it, 1 w ill send them in a friendly 
honourable way (manner) to me by the way of Matemma. 

Written January, in the year of our I»rd, 1859 (Abyssinian year). 


Inclosure 2 in No. 584. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Mereu'etker to King Theodore. 

Most Gracious Sovereign, Massowuh, March 30, 1867. 

YOUR Majesty's letter of the 7th January has been forwarded to me by Mr. Flad. 

That gentleman left Massowah on the 0th of this month and should by this time 
lx? near Matemma on his way to your Majesty's presence, may he arrive at the fortunate 
moment. He will deliver the letter from Her Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, con¬ 
veying to your Majesty the assurance of Her Majesty's frieudly intentions. 

In order that the terms of that letter may be exactly earried out, I trust I may 
have an early intimation of the arrangements your Majesty has l>een pleased to make 
for the appointment of suitable officers to accompany Mr. Rassam and the other British 
subj»H*ts to the coast, so that on their arrival Her Majesty’s Gracious wishes may be 
fulfilled. 

I hope this will find your Majesty in the enjoyment of excellent health, and have 
the honour to subscrilve myself, 

Your Majesty’s most obedient, humble, and devoted Servant, 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 
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No. 585. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley. 

(8ecret.) 

My Lord, Massowah , April 6, 1867 

I RETURNED to this yesterday evening, from visiting the plateau of Agar- 
nether. An acoount of the country traversed is given in a separate despatch. 

2. During my absence letters Lad arrived from Mr. Rassam, dated Magdala, the 
19th of February. The messenger declares that he had only been twenty*four dap on 
the road, and when he left the foot of the mountain there was a report in the small 
Imperial camp there that Mr. Rassam had been released, and much rejoicing was 
expressed thereat If there is any truth in this statement, the messenger must have 
delayed after quitting the top of the mountain, and not made a Anal start from I he ramp 
below until the 10th of March, for he did not arrive at Massowah until the 3rd of 
April, forty-three days after the date of Mr. Rassam’s letter. This ho denies, but 
states that he did not receive the letter direct from Mr. Rassam, but through the 
Aboona, and time might thus have been lost. I do not place much faith in his story, 
but should the release have realy taken place we should hear of it from Magdala or 
Gafiat within the next fortnight 

3. Mr. Ransom's letter contains little or no news. He confirms the account of the 
imprisonment of the four Germans and the Frenchman, Makerer, detected in an 
attempt to escape, and with his companions was naturally anxious as to the effect it 
might have on their position. A message had reached him from the King on the 10t.h 
of February, to the effect that “ half of the articles from Matemma had reached Debra 
Tabor, anil as soon as the rest arrived he would forward them on to Magdala.' 1 
Mrs. Flad, in her letter of the 16th of February, mentions that these stores had 
” arrived nearly two mouths since,” writing as if all had come, and the messenger who 
brought the letters confirmed this, merely adding, that two bags of rioe had lieeri left at 
Matemma. It would seem from his mis-statement on this point to Mr. Rassam, that 
the King liad no intention of sending on these stores. I am sorry to say that out of all 
the messengers dispatched from this, with letters, jxipers, Ac., for the captives, only 
one had succeeded m reaching ; the man who left, in October last. 

4. Dr. Blanc gives a melancholy account of their position. lie savs '* If all knew 
as well as we do what little use there is in trying and WTiting furtfier conciliatory 
measures, a very different course would long ago liave been followed, and somehow or 
another a termination put to our miserable condition. We will never get out unless 
active measures are used. My opinion on the subject lias been varied, and uow all of 
us are of one mind on the matter. The prospect of spending another rainy season in 
chains is anything but pleasant, and though a few months ago we scorned the idea, we 
are obliged now to bear it. We are all getting grey, even Prid<!aux, though he shows 
it the less on account of the colour of his hair ; Kossam's w hiskers are almost white; 
Stern looks like a man of seventy. Boils are never very pleasant, but round the ankle 
(as I have now the advantage of having a few) when compressed by an iron ring, they 
almost make one mad. Cameron is very much worn out. We are weary, mentally 
and bodily, of this uncertain state of affairs.” 

5. I propose leaving for Aden to-morrow mo mine in order to catch the mail 
passing there on the 10th instant. The " Victoria ” will return to this on the 20th. 
The King’s messengers were still here. I did not like, therefore, to take the artizuns 
away with me this trip; they will remain till the 20th. The change to Aden will 
then be necessary to prevent their suffering from the great heat and the life of inactivity 
they are compelled to lead, and their future disposal can be decided upon afterwards* 
according to your Lordship’s instructions. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


[78] 


6 P 










514 


No. 586. 

Consul Moore to Lord Stanley.—{Received April 29.) 

(No. 13. Consular.) 

My L/>rd, Jerusalem , April 13, 1867. 

REFERRING to my despatch Consular No. 12 of the 3rd instant, 1 have the 
honour to report to your Lordship the departure this day of Archbishop Sahak, accom¬ 
panied by a priest, on fiis Mission to the King of Abyssinia, via Alexandria and Suez. 

I beg leave to inclose herewith copies of translations with which I have been 
furnished by the Armenian Patriarch, of the letters addressed by him to King Theodore, 
As your Lordship will perceive, his Eminence further strengthens his appeal to the 
Abyssinian Ruler by assurances of protection and assistance to Abyssinian residents and 
pilgrims visiting Jerusalem, likely to carry great weight with the King. The letters, which 
are accompanied with Abyssinian translations, are very . - mely illuminated with 

sacred subjects. The Patriarch has bad the happy idea o. .....ding his letter with a 
picture of our Saviour bound in chains. The presents, which 1 have seen, consist of 
articles in olive wood from the Mount of Olives, and motber-of-{>earl from Bethlehem, 
chaplets, a sceptre made of wood from Abraham’s oak, Ac., and a valuable gold cross, 
surrounded with diamonds, and containing relics held in high veneration by orientals. 
Besides these the Patriarch has thought fit to send with the Archbishop a complete and 
splendid suit of vestments, crozier. prayer-book, communion plate, to c., so as to enable 
him to perform high mass before the King in full canonicals, with accessories coming 
from the Holy City. 

There can be not doubt that the measures which the forethought and solicitude of 
the Patriarch of Jerusalem have devised ure calculated to constitute u powerful appeal to 
the feelings of the King. 

Archbishop Sahak will communicate with Colonel Stanton at Cairo, to whom 1 have 
furnished him with the needful introduction, with a request that he would provide him 
with letters ol recommendation to Her Majesty’s Consuls at Suez and Jeddah, desir ug 
them to afford the Envoy every facility for the prosecution of his voyage to Massowh. 

1 have also sent to Colonel Stanton copies of this and of my previous despatch. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) NOEL TEMPLE MOORE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 586. 

The Armenian Patriarch at Jerusalem to Kiny Theodore , March 30, 1867. 
(Traduction.) 

NOl'S, Isaic, ArchvvAque, et, par la grAce de Dieu, Putriarche des Armeniens de 
Jerusalem, occupant le SiOge de I’Apdtre St. Jacques, vous offrons nos salutations 
apostoliqtlttS, et nous prions Dicu qu’il vous com We des bene'dicnons et des graces de la 
Sainte » it 6 de Jerusalem, de Nazareth, de Bethlehem, du Jourdain, du Saint Tombeau de 
not re Seigneur Jesus Christ, de Golgotha, du Mont de I’Ascensiou, du Cenacle de Sion, 
et de tous les Lieux Saints et glorieux, ou out it£ accompli* les My*tares de lincai-nation 
du tils de Dieu, et. de l Egliso Apostoliquc tie St. Jacques, lrtUe de notre Seigneur Jesus 
I ’hrist. Quc le Ciel veuille exaucer nos prteres que uous Lui ndressons pour la prosp^rite 
de votre royaume, qu’il propage largeraent tous les biens celestes sur la personne de 
votre MajestA, sur I’augustc famille et sur tout l’Etat gouverm* par votre puissante 
Souverainetd. Ainsi soit-il! 

En vous offrant les benedictions celestes de ces Lieux Saints, nous declarons aussi A 
votre Mqjestl tr^s-gracicuse les desirs qu’out coin; us mea pr&lecesseure d’heureuse 
tntooire d’etablir des relutions intimes et de pure charite Cliretienue entre eux et votre 
Majesty mais les difficult^ des routes les out empdehes de Pex&uter. Les monies desire 
nous animaieut aussi, il y a deux ans, depths que nous avons monte* le Siege de TApotre 
St. Jacques, de faire parvenir nos Nonces jusqu’aux pieds de votre trdue, et uous uous 
somnies retenus par les risques des routes. La bonte divine daigna enfiu nous acoorder 
Poccasion favorable pourpouvoir porter A la connaissance de votre Majesty Ti^s-Chn&enne 
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au moyen de la pr&ente bulle, les veeux les plus intimes et les souhaits pleins de sinc^ritl 
et de respects que nous portons A regard de votre Majesty. Pour vous donnerune preuve 
plus sensible encore de nos hautes venerations, nous avons pense de les faire presenter k 
votre TrH-C’hretienne Majeste, par Pentrenrise de mon Vicar le tr&s-Rev^rend Archev^que 
Sahak et le tr^s-honore Pere Dimotheos, Membre du Conseil Administratif du SiAge 
Apostolique, tous les deux cheriset respectes par nous. 11s sont charges aussi de remettr* 
k votre Majeste une croix en or gamiede diainants renferinant un morceau de la vraie croix 
de notre Seigneur Jesus Christ, laquelle nous prions d’accepter benignement etde la porter 
au eou comme une decoration digne d’un Roi Chretien. 

Sire, notre dernier pred&esseur Jean V, d’heureuse memoire, fut effect ivement 
heureux davoir eu Phonueur d’accueillir son Altessc le Ministre de votre Majeste, qui, )’an 
1858 de notre Sauveur, a fait un pelerinage aux Lieux Saints. II a pu bien observer la 
sympathie que nous avons k Pegard de votre Majeste, et les affections charitable# quc nous 
timoignons mutcriellernent aux pieux religieux Ethiopicns qui sc trouvent A Jerusalem, 
et qui, d^ les temps irom&noriales, sont sous la sauvegarde de notre Sifcge Apostolique. 
Nous avons aussi, k notre tour, reconnu la bienveillance et les sentiments pieux de son 
Altesse, lequel est, sans aucun doutc, inspire par votre Mujeste TnJs-Chretienne, et que la 
personne de votre Ministre u’ltait que le digue Rcpr&entant des precieuses quulites de 
votre Majeste. 

Yeuillez, Sire, accueillir gracieusement les deux humbles serviteurs le tr£s-Reverend 
Archeveque Sahak et les trite-honore P^re Dimutheos, et daignez leur accorder votre 
audience particuliere et en mime temps votre haute protection jusqu’au temps (jut votre 
Majeste voudra bien leur donner le conge. Que la paix et les gr&ces de Dieu soient 
toujoure avec vous ! Ainsi soit-il ! 

Donne au Si&ge Apostolique de St. Jacques, le 30 Mare, de Pan 1H67 de notre 
Sauveur 


Inclo6ure 2 in No. 5*6. 

The Armenian Patriarch at Jerusalem to Kiny Theodore , March 30, 1867. 
(Traduction.) 

NOUS, Isaie, Serviteur de Jet us Christ et, par la gr&ce de Dieu, Archeveque et 
Patriarche des Armeniens de Jerusalem, et Gardicn des Lieux Suints, offrons avec lc» 
divines benedictions et les gr&ces de la Sainte Cite, nos sulutations apostoliques a votre 
Majeste Tres-Chretienne, Souverain d’Ethiopie. Que la protection celeste ct les regards de 
la Providence divine soient toujoure sur la personne de votre Majeste, sur la Famille 
Royale, et sur tout l’Etat gouverne par votre puissante Smiverainete. 

Nous connaissons. Sire, la haute prudence et 1’amour de justice dont votre Majeste 
est caracterigee. Nous somnies de plus enchantes de voir en votre augusto personne le vrai 
type de la Reine dont la Sainte Ecriturc fait les eioges, qui etait passionnee dela.sugogse du 
Roi Solomon. C’est le m£ine sang sans doutc qui circule dans les veines de votre Majeste, 
la nt£me equite que celle de Solomon qui vous rani rue. Ces precieuses quulites done 
qui hrillent sur votre auguste personne nous out encourages de mettre aux pieds de votre 
Sublime Ti6ne nos tr&s-humbles prices. Nous somnies assures qu’elles scront exaucees 
par votre Majeste trcs-misericordieuKe pour Pamour de Jesus Christ, qui nous a donne en 
sa personne Pexemple d’humihte et de douceur, et qui nous a present aussi de visiter 
tous ceux qui sc trouvent opprimes et prives de leur liberty, qui est prelerablc A tous les 
biens du nionde. Nous somnies animes de ces monies sentiments evangeliques pour pricr 
votre Majeste tres-clemente de faire gr&ee au Consol Auglais et a ses oompagnons, et de 
leur pardonner toutes les fautes qu’ils ont pu avoir com mis. Ei uos humbles pri£rc* 
sen nt exauc^es par votre clemence, comme nous aimons a y croire, nous seront intiniment 
oblige et lout le monde scru ehanne, ainsi que nous. de l'lndulgence que vous aurez Lien 
voulu accorder aux infortun&. Dans cet acte tout philanthropique votre Majrst^ ne fera 
que d'auginenter le nombre des priants pour la prosi dritl de votre £tat, et pour la conser¬ 
vation de la vie pr^cieuse de votre auguste personne. Que la paix et les graces de Dieu 
soient toujoure avec vous ! Ainsi soit-ii! 

Donne au Siege Apostolique de St. Jacques, le 30 Mars de I’un 1867 de notre 
Sauveur. 
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No. 587. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—{Received May 2.) 

TXT India Office , May 1, 1867. 

IN continuation of the letter from this office dated the 18th of March last, I am 
directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to forward a statement of further 
expenses incurred on account of Mr. Rassam’s Mission to Abyssinia, amounting to 
84 rupees 14 annas 11 pice; and I have to request that the equivalent of that sum, via., 
81. 9s. lOd. may be transferred to the credit of the Secretary of State in Council of 
India at the Back of England. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


Minutes. 

Treasury, as usual. 


Stopped. Sec Trcasuiy letter of May 9, 1867. 


No. 588. 

Lord Stanley to Lord Lyons. 

(No. 19. Consular.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, May 6, 1867. 

YOUR Excellency will doubtless have learnt from Mr. Consul Moore the steps 
taken by the Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem in support of the representations which, 
at your instance, the Armenian Patriarch of Constantinople has made to the King of 
Abyssinia, with a view to procure the release of the British captives in that country. 
It is therefore unnecessary for mo to do more on the present occasion than to express 
the gratification with which Her Majesty’s Government have learnt the nature of the 
steps which have been taken with such Morality and judgment by the Armenian 
Prelute, and to instruct your Excellency to convey to the proper quarter the thanks of 
Her Majesty’s Government for the sendee thus rendered not only to British interests, 
but to the general interests of humanity. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 589. 


Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received May 7.) 


Cairo, April 22, 1867. 


(No. 29. Consular.) 

My Lord, 

1 HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the Armenian Archbishop 
Sahak, the Envoy sent to the King of Abyssinia by the Patriarch of Jerusalem, has 
arrived at Cairo on his way to Massowah, and proceeds to that port by the first 
opportunity. 

At the Archbishop’s request I have ftirnishod his Eminence with letters of recom¬ 
mendation to Her Majesty's Consular Officers at Suez, Jeddah, and Massowah, with a 
view to facilitating his voyage to Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) . EDWD. STANTON. 
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No. 590. 

Mr. Hunt to Mr. Hammond.—(Received May 10.) 

8ir, Treasury Chambers , May 9, 1867. 

THE Lords Commissioners of ner Majesty’s Treasury have had lx'fore them your 
letter of the 22nd March last, requesting that the sum of 9211 12*. 2d. and 799/., on 
account of the expense of Mr. Rassam’s Mission to Abyssinia, may be paid to the 
Government of India. 

My Lords desire me to state that, adverting to the statement made by Colonel 
Merewether in his letter of the 18th February last,* which was inclosed in your letter of 
the 16th March, with regard to a new’ arrangement with the Indian Government, by which 
only a portion of the pay, &c., of certain officers is to be borne by Imperial funds; and 
that the whole of the pay, &c., of Lieutenants Prideaux and Abbott has been erroneously 
debited to the Imperial Government, they think it undesirable that the several sums 
referred to in your letter should be transferred until they have received an account of 
the sums which are to be home on Imperial funds under the new arrangement; and 
what amount lias been already overpaid to the Indian Government, wdiere the account 
can be adjusted as recommended by Lord Stanley. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE WARD HUNT. 


No. 691. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received May 11.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, May 10, 1867. 

I AM directed by Sir Stafford Northcote to acquaint you for the information of 
Lord Stanley, that having received your letter of the 20th ultimo, on the subject of tbo 
measures to be taken for the liliemtion of the British captives in Abyssinia, he has 
given to it in Council the full and deliberate consideration which the importance of the 
questions suggested demands. 

On a review of all the circumstances connected with the captivity of these unfor¬ 
tunate gentlemen, whose fate he most deeply compassionates. Sir Stafford Northcote is 
of opinion that the main question as to whether there shall he any ultimate resort to 
force to effect their release, is one, the responsibility of determining which tests with 
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

Should* Lord Stanley be of opinion that forcible measures ought ultimately to bo 
resorted to for the rescue of the prisoners in the hands of King Theodore (in the event 
of the failure of all other means of securing their safety), and if Her Majesty's 
Government are of opinion that the force should be provided in India, Sir Stafford 
Northcote considers that no time should l>e lost in making preparation for that purpose; 
and he w ould be glad of an early decision on this point, so that he may send the proper 
instructions to the Governments of India, with a view to the organisation of the desired 
military force, so as to enable it, if necessary, to embark at the commencement of the 
ensuing cold weather. 

I am further directed to inform you, that the Secretary of State for India in 
Council wishes it to be clearly understood, that whilst he is anxious to afford all possible 
assistance for the furtherance of the object in view, by placing the forces of India at 
the disposal of Her Majesty’s Government, he must stipulate that the revenues of India 
arc not to be subject to any portion of the expenditure which may be incurred for an 
object in which that country lias no direct interest. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


6 Q 


[73] 
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No. 592. 

Lieutenant- Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley.—(Received May 13.) 

S ecret.) 

y Lord, Mas tow ah, April 6, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I left this on the morning of the 1st instant, 
at lialf-nast seven o'clock, for the Agametta plateau. The route followed passed 
Moncooloo, and by the Eylat road for one and a-half miles from that place, then 
turned off abruptly to the left in a south-westerly direction, through low hills for five 
and a-half miles, when it rounded the point of a small range, and went due south by 
the bed of a mountain torrent, round Whaeloo, to 44 Part,” three miles; where 
excellent water was found in plenty, by scratching about two feet in the sandy bed. 
Prom the moment of entering this torrent the country commenced to show the 
luxuriant vegetation, which was found everywhere afterwards, until again nearing the 
coast. The valleys and hill-sides were covered with rich grass, wild flowers, and in 
some places of most dense wood, consisting chiefly of Babul (Acacia Arabia) bush; 
other thorny hushes and wild fruit trees, with whose names 1 am unacquainted, and to 
which the native denominations gave no clue. Barge numbers of very good looking 
cattle were collected nt this watering-place, belonging to the Tanatigle trilie; water is 
to 1 m? found here by digging, at all times of the year. This was made the first halting- 
place. The march took from 7.30 a.m. until 0.15, though it was the mouth of April, 
and the sun powerful, the heat was found by us means excessive. 

2. The journey was resumed at 7.15 the following morning, 2nd instant. The road 
lay the whole distance [in the bed of the?] torrent, and though quite practicable for 
camels, and even artillery, was difficult in some places. The obstructions could either 
be removed or turned. Running water was found continually. Hie hills on either side 
increased in height, and as well as the narrow valley were dotted with dense wood and 
high grass. The general course was 88W.; but, as the torrent lmd to 1 m* followed, the 
windings were very grant; the distance marched 10 miles; time taken 4£ hours, 
moving slow. The camp was made at a pool of water, ealh*d llenrote. The breadth 
of the torrent was very narrow at that part, not al>ove 50 feet. It had rained the whole 
way up, opening out in some parts to a moderate-sized plain, in others nnrrowing, as at 
llenrote. 

3. Started at 0.85 a.m. of the 3rd, and, after proceeding three quarters of a mile, 
commenced a steep nscent, unsuited to draught artillery, easy enough for mules, 
carrying mountain guns, but difficult for laden camels, unless having light burdens. 
Those with the party surmounted it; hut some of them did not reach the next encamp¬ 
ing ground till the following morning. The highest point the road took was 1,300 feet 
above llenrote; a higher point, called Fathak, was ascended, which afforded a capital 
bird's-eve view of the surrounding country. This was 1,476 feet above llenrote, and 
3,222 nlK)ve the sea level. To the north was seen the country traversed by the road to 
Bogos; to the north-cast ami east, that which had been passed over. Massowah, and 
the sea beyond, dotted with islands of the Dunbar group. To the south-east and south, 
the high mountain of Oondar, Annesley Bay, and the road to Kiaguor, by the 
Agadey water-course. On the west, the high mountains which bound Abyssinia 
proper. Immediately before us, to the west and about five miles distant, were the 
patches of oo!iq>nmtively level ground, styled the Agnmatta plateau, the point to be 
reached. Hills, densely clothed with verdurr, wen* senttcrad about anmiul in the most 
fantastic manner, Large boulders of rock, blackened by exposure, were lying on the 
hill sides, as if some violent explosion had taken place. In a direct line Massowah 
ap|M*nn*d to Ik* certainly not more than 20 miles, bearing N. 39° E. Passing 
this |M*ak the road descended abruptly several hundred feet, but then rose gradually 
again to the plateau of Agumetta, which was found to Ik* 20 feet 1m*1ow Fathak, or, 
3,202 feet above the sea. From Fnthak the road wound a good deal to the plateau, 
through the same rich country, with grass and wild flowers, waist high in most places; 
or, dense bushes, with grass underneath; on the plateau were {Hitches of jowaree, 
millet cultivation lMdouging to the Janutigli tribe. The encamping ground was about 
two miles short of this cultivation, on the edge of a torrent, in which running water 
was met. Half-a-nule lower this trickled over linre sheet rock (granite), into a deep, 
densely wooded ravine below. When the torrent is flooded by heavy rains there must 
be a beautiful cascade here, and, judging by the appearance of the rtKks, the discharge 
of water must sometimes be very considerable. The distance from Ucnrotc to the 
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camping ground i»y the road is not more than five miles, but it took two and a-half hours 
to traverse. The best site for a permanent residence would be on the plateau itself; 
where the cultivation is, where it is open to the breeze, and where water could always 
be obtained by sinking wells. The Banyan tree (Ficus Indica) was found here; also 
the Guava tree. The Bahai had almost entirely disappeared, and the five trees that 
were seen were in poor condition. 

4. A finer or richer country than this could not be desired. The wenery and 
general appearance very much resemble the Ghauts on the western coast of India, and 
the verdure was equal to what is seen in those favoured parts immediately after the 
monsoon. The reason of this is that the cool season is the rainy one in the portion of 
the country lying between the Abyssinian highlands and the sea. There is a north¬ 
east monsoon; in fact, from October to end of March there is some rain every day, but 
never very heavy,—nothing approaching the Indian south west monsoon. The climate 
is very similar to that of Matemma. An April sun during the day was warm, but the 
heat did not make being out in it unpleasant; and in the open plain, or on the hills, 
there was always a delicious cool breeze blowing from the sea. At night there was 
heavy due, consequent on the recent rains, and it was so cold that blankets were 
nee< ss iry, sleeping inside a tent. Water is obtainable almost everywhere, and wells could 
easily be sunk. Hie ascent from llenrote to Fathak, with subsequent descent is, as it 
at present exists, undoubtedly difficult, but the track followed went straight up the 
hill; a zigzag might Ik* made at no very great cost, up which laden camels, and even 
carriages, might pass. The country is full of game in the cold months. Recent traces 
of elephants were seen, but the guide said those animals had {Hissed on to higher 
grounds to escape from the flies, which are very numerous at this season of tho year. 
Tracks of lions, leojwrds, wild hog, and deer were noticed daily; and of birds there 
were abundance of guinea fowl, spear fowl, and quail. 

5. The great want of the country is population; after leaving Part not a soul was 
seen. The cultivation at Agumitta, though nearly ripe, was unwatched. The land had 
been ploughed, and the grain sown in October, and the crops left to mature as it might. 
The splendid grazing grounds were undisturbed by cattle. From inquiries made, it 
ap{M»ars that the whole of this extensive and fertile tract of country between the 
mountains and the sea, from Agadey torrent to nearly 20 miles north, giving an area of 
some 400 square miles, belongs to one trilM*: Tmnatigli Christians mustering not more 
than 800 adults. They also hold lands in Abyssinia, where they reside in the summer 
months, migrating with their cattle, of which they have large herds, to the lowlands, 
nearer the sea, from OctolM*r to the end of April. As they pass down they cultivate 
{matches here and there, reaping the produce ns they return. This dearth of population 
1 conclude to Im? owing to the absence of any one fixed good Government, as before 
mentioned. About Eylat the soil is considered to ladong to Abyssinia, while the 
Egyptian Government holds the country, and is nominally supjK>sed to protect the 
people. The latter have, therefore, to pay dues to both. 

6. In returning, the same route was followed as far as nenrote, and for half-a-mile 
beyond, then the Uebaloo torrent was left, a turn being taken to the right, and the 
road passed over a hill, about 250 feet high, descending into another torrent, which 
four miles further on, joined a larger one, and this was continued until the sea was 
reached, at the village of Arkeeko. Three miles down the larger torrent running 
water was found, and was met with at intervals for the remainder of the way. 

7. The nature of the country was the same as on the upward journey ; but this 
was a much more direct route to the sea, though not to Massowah, shorter in 
consequence, and, with the exception of the hill iust below llenrote, which was hod 
for camels, a lM*tter road. Three marches were mode going up, only one coming down, 
the distance by the former 29 miles, by the latter to Arkeeko, 22. From Arkwko we 
went by boat to Massowah, 3$ miles; had we marched by land 7 miles, the distances 
would have been identical,—29 miles. The camping ground near the plateau was left 
at 6.30 a.m., and Arkeeko reached at 3.25 p.m., deducting 2 hours 30 minutes halt for 
breakfast; the actual time in marching was 6 hours 30 minutes. The last 8 miles 
from Galata, being a good road, was doue more quickly than the first part. The whole 
was on mules, excepting down the hill, from Fathak to Henrote, and down the hill 
beyond Henrote which was walked. 

8. The heights were taken by readings from the two aneroids by the boiling point 
of water; a tabular route is annexed; also a rough sketch, by Captain Merriman. It 
should be mentioned that this is no regular road into Abyssinia. It is nothing more 
than a track by the Tsanatigli tribe in their annual migrations. I availed myself of 
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Inclosure iu No. 592. 

Route from Massowah to Agametta Plateau. 


Sutioo. 


1 Geeran to .. 


— . - ®-s 

l| L n 

ji j! |l 


2 Moncooloo., W. 10 

3 Part .. SW. by S. 3 45 


4 ! leu rote .. S.S.VVI 4 30 


5 Agametta .. S. W. 2 30 


Observations. 


Place of disembarkation on mainland opposite island of 

Matsowah. 

Over dry level plain, water good, supplies procurable 
here or from Mnsaowah. road good. Enter low range 
immediately after passing Moncooloo, for the first mile 
and a-half on the Eylat road, W. and by S., then 
through low hills for five miles and a-half. bushes and 

C ss ; turn to the loft, round spur of hill, and go due 
in bed of Ukhaloo torrent to Part, small valley 
surrounded by hills. Water plentiful j found by 
digging a few feet Mow surface of bed. Iu April 
only two fact; deeper in summer months. Wood, 
grass, and cattle plentiful; no grain. Hill west of 
camping ground, 981 feel above sea level. 

Hoad throughout, in llkbnloo torrent; rough from 
stones, sometimes hidden by grass and, occasionally, 
abrupt sheet rock : filling-in" would remedy this, or tho 
worst places could be turned. Running water at 
intervals the whole way. Valley generally narrow, 
but opening out here and there ; high hills on either 
side covered with grass and bushes, ('amp idtclud at 
the water, a pool; torrent very narrow here, but opens 


ut opens 


out a quarter of a mile further up; water plentiful. 
Pool dries up in summer, but water can always be 
found by digging. Wood and grass plentiful. Sup¬ 
plies none. 

For threc-quartors of a inilo still in Ucbaloo torrent- 
road ; then commence steep ascent, continued fnr one 
hour (on mules), rising about 1,300 feet, having high 
peak of fatliak, 3,222 feet above sva on left. Descend 
about 500 feet, and again ascend gradually, crossing 
small ridges and some rough places to Agametta. 
First accent difficult for Inrlen camels, and impossible, 
as at present, for draught artillery, but could be easily 
improved. Country more open ; grass and bushes, 
with tree*. Campon edge of water course, two miles 
short of plateau of Agametta. Bpring-wafer, wood, and 
grass plentiful. Home ripe jowsrroe. millet, on plateau 
in April, otherwise no supplies. The best encamping 
ground would bo on the open plateau, where there is 
room for 10,000 men, and water could bo obtained 
always by sinking wells. Height of plateau above 
tea, 8,202 feet. 
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Return inclosure, with tlinnks. 


Minute. 


J. MURRAY. 


No. 594. 

Sir J. Frrgusfon to Mr. Hammond.—(Received May 15.) 

India Office, May 14, 1867. 


SIR JAMES FERGUSSON presents his compliments to Mr. Hammond, and 
forwards to him herewith, for Lord Stanley’s information, the remaining despatches 


■ 



Return Route, 


ObtrrratKtti. 


Sutioo*. 


AgamrtU 
Hen rota 
Gnlat* 


•r three quarter* of a mile in Uckhsloo ro»d, then turn 
to right (NE. by E ), over a hill 250 feet high. Road 
over hill rough and bu*hy. Descend into torrent, and 
proceed along it E N E. for about four mile*. Enter 
Verge* torrent, turning to N.E., three mile* to Galatt; 
road fair after descent of hill. Hills clo»e at fir*i, 
but open out *oou, covered with gra** and hu*he* as 
before. Jowarree cultivation ; when smaller torrent 
join* large one. Running water at Galata, and any 
quantity to be obtained alwav* by digging round open. 
Wood and trra*» plentiful; abundance of cattle in cold 


,HE. by E. 


Arkeeko 


Maaaowah 


(Sigucd) 


the subject of Abyssinian affairs, referred to in his previous letter of this day’s 


Minutes. 

It; as I believe, we have already received identical despatches, return them, with 
my compliments. 

_ J. M. 

Bone. 


No. 595. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley .— Received May 22.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, April 29, 1967. 

THE “Victoria” returned from Massowah tliis morning, bringing intelligence 
from Mr. Rassam up to the IGtli March. The report of his release, mentioned in 
my last, lias proved as I expected, to have been the invention of the messenger who 
brought down the? letters of the 19th February. 

2. Mr. Rassam writes ou the 15th March, “ Your kind and welcome note of the 
14th January reached me on the 12th instant, with a large budget of letters for 
myself aud party. The messengers were nearly two months on the rood. They 
assert that they had sometimes to wait a long time in certain villages on 
account of potty warfares amongst the rebels, between Tigre and this. My long 
letters, which I sent to you monthly, especially the one which 1 sent you 
on the lltli January, will givo you the true state of affairs. Our position now 
is worse than ever with regard to communicating with different places. Since tin* 
middle of last mouth, a petty rebel has appeared between Debra Tabor and this 
place, who lias stopped all intercourse between the Royal Camp and Magduln, so 
much so, that the last message I received from the Emperor was to the effect, that 
as the road was very unsafe, he was not able to send me the things he had obtained 
for me from Matemma, hut that as he was coming here shortly himself, lie would 
bring them with him. I have now no less than twelve messengers at Gaffe t, some 
of whom have been detained there forty days. Two messengers who left Massowah 
on the 4th December are also sticking there, as they were foolish enough to come 
up through Waggern, instead of Lasta. There is certainly something very unfortu¬ 
nate alwut the movements of the messengers who conic up from Massowah, not 
one has yet returned in proper time, though I have always taken the precaution to 
send them under the protection of an influential chief. Prom what I hear I believe 
Wakshun Goliezie’s power is beginning to shake, because some formidable rebels 
have appeared in what lie calls his dominions (Tigr£). If this rumour lx* true, I 
fear my messengers will have in future more difficulty in passing through the 
rebellious country than ever. I am so short of 1 lands, that I am sending down to 
Massowah this time two of Cameron’s servants, under the protection of an Abyssinian 
Chief, in order that they might bring us up some money. I have written to 
M. Munziuger not to intrust any important communication to them, but merely to 
send me about 500 or 000 dollars by them, with any newspapers and unimportant 
letters. All the money I had at Matemma I fear will never reach me, on account of 
the disturbances on the roads between this and Debra Tabor. 

** March 10. Since writing the above, the messenger who left Massowah on the 4th 
December, and who had l»een so long detained at Gaffet, has arrived and brought |ue 
your note of the 1st September. I am grieved lieyond measure to find that all the 
trouble you have taken on behalf of the Emperor of Abyssinia has proved fruitless. 
I only wish that His Majesty could be made to understand his interest* better. He has 
just Rent and chained the Ras, who was in command of this fortress, on the pretence 
that he had heard that he was corresponding with the rebels of Shoa. He has sent me 
a kind message to sav that he would send me the things which he hod obtained for mo 
from Matemma. The messengers whom I sent down ou the lltli of January have just 
returned and brought me your kind note of the 3rd ultimo. This is the quickest com¬ 
munication I have yet had from the coast. All the messengers have now reached, save 
two who were plundered by the rebels in Waggera.” 

3. From the above if will be seen, ami it is confirmed from other sources, that the 
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*tatc of the* country is getting worse and worse. Even the sole district left to the 
Emperor (Begem der), is much disturbed, so that communication between the capital 
and State fortress is most uncertain and unsafe. The Emperor lias lieen causing supplies 
to be seiz'd where they could lx* found, and the people are flying from Begemeder with 
anything they liaveloft to them. He is so hard pushed for money, that he called on 
the most important and most influential chiefs, who still hold by him, for help, and on 
their refusal, threw many of them into prison ; only one lias obtained his release, and 
that on payment of 1,5<M) dollars. The real cause of his having imprisoned the Com¬ 
mander of Magda la was, that he had become offended with the brother of the 
Commandant, a chief serving with the Imperial army, but dare not arrest him until the 
Magdala man was secured, for fear the latter should avenge his brother by holding the 
fortress against him, or handing it over to the rebels. It would seem impossible that 
this state of affairs can last much longer, and I would beg the favour of early intimation 
in regard to your Lords bin's wishes, and to the line of policy Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment would desire carried out., so that I may be in a position to take advantage of any 
favourable opportunity that may offer. 

4. There is one part of the situation which is not so satisfactory as lx*fore, and that 
is the state of affairs in Tigrd. A division has taken place among the rebels there. 
A powerful rival has risen against the Waksbun, by name Kassa. He was formerly a 
servant of the Wakslmn, but has lately turned against him and set up on his own 
account. This might cause a little more trouble if operations are decided on, and it 
was thought advisable to proceed through Tigre. But I am disposal to think that, 
should a force he sent into Abyssinia, the lx*st way of approaching Begemder and the 
Emperor Theodoras w ill be by landing the troops at Amphilla, and marching through 
the Uzubo Gal la country to the neigh Imurhood of Lake Ashangi, ami then entering 
Abyssinia ProjMT through I/ista and Wadeln, both of which nre in most active opjx>- 
sition to the Emperor, and thus avoiding Tigrd and its high table land, where camel 
forage is re|M»rted difllcult to lx* obtained always. 

5. The Azuho Gallos are independent. Their country is said to be well supplied 
with grain, grass, water, and camel forage, and the people well-disposed. I am having 
full inquiries made about Ibis route. Reference to Keith Johnston’s map of Upper 
Nubia and Abyssinia will show that Ampliilln ami Tagoora arc exactly equi-distant from 
Magdala; the former, however, though further by sea from Aden than the latter, has 
the advantage of leading at once into a suitable country, whereas the latter for the first 
200 miles ojxms into a country belonging to the most inhospitable, worst-disposi t ioned 
people possible, where water and supplies are both very scarce. 

0. M. Muuzinger sent 300 dollars bv Mr. Rnssam’s returning messengers. This 
was as much as they could eonvniicntly carry, but Mr. Flad should have reached by 
the time they do, and he is well provided with* funds. Nothing further has been heard 
ot or from Mr. Flad. I regret to say that it is the general opinion among the captives 
that the stores from Matemma, which the King had received at Debra Tabor, would not 
be sent on by him, but had boon appropriated. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHElt. 

F.S. I ordered Mr. Morris to bring tin* artisans here for change of air, leav ing the 
presents, stores, &c., at Massowah and Moncooloo. They arrived by tlie “ Victoria,” 
and will remain here for a while, until I am made acquainted with your Lordship’s 
wishes. Several European adventurers, French, Swiss, and German* have come to 
Massowah from Egypt. They propose trying to join the Enq>eror to get service with 
him. M. Muuzinger has very properly pointed out the great risk they will run hv 
going up the country at the present time, and the little chance there is of their reaching 
the Emperor’s head-quarters. I trust they will take his advice and remain on 
the coast. 

W. L. M. 


No. 596. 


(Secret.) L ' eutrnant ~ Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley.—(Received May 22.) 

H IS Imperial Majesty’s steam frigate “ Minerve” arrived yesterday afternlxm^from 
Suez having called m at Massowah on the way down, and by the kindness of the eoin- 
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m have . bw » 1 Ptofd m possession of further intelligence from 
Magdala to the 2nd Apnl received by M. Muuzinger at Massowah on the 27th. 

sent on bv the ** the Matemma store* had been 

«nt on by the King, and reached Magdala on the 19th March, immediately after the 

too bully" dMfcd th™ thin ^ f r >m a* I found them 

him. Two of whom were tl » i**” tl10 highest commands under 

n sncri^Ror wlKi L Z I'Z! f X '^ hn * l y ki " (1 *'> “*: hit tbo Emperor Inn, appointed 

Gondar, lx?cause pUr, T‘ m (, ? tro * vin - U « he (1 ^ 

, . 111 n iS ,,a<1 ff° n< there, and were* received bv its iiilmhimnta 

Tnt a lizr** th “* i,: m olvi 1 ; 

^0t. nXVlhZ Zn, Z 1U ' C,n,n 1 , , 0f th " "” in / ***«■ . . dUfeM 

=555 SSESHE 

tliomii'dilv I h • , to l«uw unmolested bmiusc they dnirui>«- tliemselve* 

'xrrn? u v ] 7>* ? ?. w? “> " 

between this j.nH Vfo i ! ^ / ,u * ts m tl,, ‘ disaffected districts. The road 

Crown of England ! We must either b!.7f7to’fn M "U *!“"* h ‘ , , w »“ t »-to tin- 
coercive measures from without it ♦ * ^ , . ns ' Ia bondage or 1 h> liberated hv 

having us in his power he is sife but I hr ^! s Majesty thinks by 

1 always thought he would nevi r «•*» far*' < * * r'* "1 JC° n ® n ? himself mistaken. 

England, but the faet is he distrust even- one wTrnneh 'th^"" 1 *''? '’ fr '‘ r, ' <l *° v™ b - v 
WLsh to play a trick • and tlmnwrl. e ’ r t t \\ m, i’ f Pven “ e «usp<ct» that we 

would say whatever they thought would ph^* ftll! Fn!* 1 K<an,p f! 1 of Eu ^‘an» who 
a great loser; I have not the least doubt tint if M1 Eni l H ‘ por » prove at the end 
distrust in the mind of the Abyssinian Mnnm t a,1 > P er * on hajl a hand m creating 
for 1 feel sun* that ffis M h< * w,lI 1 rue fht ' &¥ « of these rlays, 

lost the game, which he imLinJPh UJ ^ n ,Hm when he finds that he has 

and Matemma and n? *°'T ° Th ° this place 

[731 .b re ai,(1 more distuitied everyday, and I fear we shall 
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have great difficulty after a few days to obtain anything from that place. I am sending 
messengers thither in a day or two for the purpose of bringing us money. I am going 
to write to M. Munzinger not to send anything more to us to Matemma, excepting 
money. I think I sliall always be able to get the chiefs to assist in transporting cash 
thence; I am glad to inform you, we an* all well excepting Cameron. I wish that 
this imprisonment would soon be over, because I fear some of us would suffer if we 
were to lie left in our present situation next rainy season. Indeed, we are afraid that 
when the Emperor Aiuls that he cannot get the workmen and the presents, he will send 
us to the common prison, where we shall have a veiy liard lot, in comparison to our 
present situation." 

i. I append copy of an interesting letter from Ur. Blanc, in full, as it contains 
much I think your Lordship would like to read, not tliat I agn*e with the whole of it, 
and would remark on the following points :—The force he suggests is even less than I 
last proposed, with more European and less native element in it. I would not recom- 
meud U*hs than 6,000 men to enter Abyssinia with, and of those as few as possible 
should be Europeans on account of the very extensive carriage requirement* they 
entail. That force should l>e complete and perfect in everything for a six months’ 
campaign. It should have supplii*s for that time, and material for everything called 
for from it—should look to the country for nothing hut grass, wood, and water, which 
may Ik* had for the taking. If it hod to remain in the country for longer than that, it 
can Ik* replenished from the seaboard with those things which more familiar acquaint¬ 
ance with the country shows are not procurable. I have no doubt that lil>eral dealing 
and just treatment will within that period have drawn the inhabitants towards us, and 
through the arrangements of your excellent Indian Commissariat much will Ik* pro¬ 
curable on the spot for the Force, hut at the first nothing should In* left to chance. 
The hugguge should he made as light ns can Ik*, but nothing should Is* omitted that can 
conduce to the comfort and well-being of the tnmps. Ilailo is the Emperors' Governor 
in llamnzien, and would, 1 believe from all 1 have heard, not prove a difficult 
person to deal with. But I am strongly of opinion that the best time of operations will 
oe through the Azubo Gal la country where there are no rivers of any consequence, 
when* tin* people an* independent, and where supplies and forage for the hairgage 
animals would be found in abundance. Then through llamnzien, Adowa, and Sokota 
when* then* are rivers and large ravines, and where though supplies are plentiful, forage 
for the baggage cattle is uncertain. The further information I am collecting, regarding 
the route from Amphilln, will prove the value of this opinion. Though the rainy 
season from May to September, might not Ik* found adverse to the movement of 
troops in Abyssinia, l)r. jll&nc has forgotten that it is the very worst for approaching 
that country, owing to the very great heat on the shon* of the R<*d Sea, whore 
the troop* would have to disembark and rendezvous, which would in fact Ik* the 
immediate Imisc of operations—Octoln'r would Ik* the earliest when these could l»c 
commenced. It is cooler than pnaveding up the Sea, or encamped on the shore. 
By OctolH*r, if tin* Emjieror’s power last* so long, his army will Ik* reduced to a 
very small number and will be easy enough to overcome. 1 do not see how be can fly, 
all Abyssinia is against him, and the people in the low-lands having for him no love, 
would if they received him at all, only do so to plunder him, and he would Ik* the more 
easily reached by us—of the three cours<*s mentioned by Dr. Blanc, l l>elieve the 
Emperor will adopt the first as his best chance, lfhemncd in and confined to the 
Amba, unconditional surrender with guarantee of life should 1 m* the only terms 
allowed ; on operations being commenced a pr<K*lnmatioii would Ik* issued, as l suggested 
lH*fore, stating that Her Majesty’s Government had. entered on hostilities with the 
Emperor—forced to it by his breach of faith and disregard of the law s held sacml by 
all civilised nations; on the due vindication of these, or reparation l>eing obtained from 
the Emperor, and on the release in safety* of the British subjects held in captivity by 
him, the troops would Ik* withdrawn from the country, lie would Ik* warned at the 
same* time that lie will Ik* held responsible with his Throne and life for any injury that 
may happen to the captives. Private property would Ik* respected and strictly protected, 
and all those who aided in the object filer Majesty's Government had in view, would lie 
amply rewarded and honoured w ith the friendship of Her Majesty. I quite agree w ith 
the advisability, iiuh*ed indisponsibilitv of no threat lK*ing issued without the determina¬ 
tion of its being carried out to the letter. But at the same time, I set* a very strong 
probability of iis lieiug of the greatest importance that an exposition of the intentions 
of Her Majesty's Government should 1 m* promptly made, even before the arrival of the 
troojvs, in the event of the sudden annihilation of tin* Imperial power occurring Ixffore 
the favourable season ha* approached. -Vs long a* then* is any chance of ilia Emperor 
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being able to recover himself, or as long as be retains the semblance of power, not one 
of the rebels will move actually against him : but directly they an* assured tliat we are 
in earnest and that we are determined to destroy that power, they will no longer fear 
him, and we shall have at last their good wishes if not direct assistance. Certainly, no 
opposition provided, we act alone and are in no way as»K*iated with any other nation 
against which the A hy-asm ions generally have an antipathy, I- allude here to the 
Egyptians; it is said some people advocate the employment of Egyptian troops. This 
would be suicide. The whole of Abyssinia would band against them, and would even 
bear longer with Theodore to opjtosc their most hated enemies. Instead of having 
merely to put the finishing stroke to a falling usurpation we should have the entire 
nation arrayed against us. 

5. The decay of the present empire of Abyssinia is running on most rapidly, and I 
would again beg the favour of being early made acquaints! with your Lordship’s wishes, 
tliat I may be prepared to act as circumstances may demand. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) W. L. ME HEW ETHER. 



Inclosure in No. 596. 


Dr Blanc to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

My dear Colonel, A laydala, March 31, 1867. 

DO not believe that on leaving my prison I am going to apply for some high 
command, because I am chatting with you on military matters. I know that my qualifica¬ 
tions are in the pills and black draught line; even it appears that l am unfitted as a 
civilian, Rassam buviug frequently asserted that 1 would never make a Political Officer. 
Amen. 

Admitting that all our party is right, and that the best informed natives who join in 
our opinion, are also correct in their surmises, then there is no other possible solution to 
our present difficulty but the speedy employment of military force. Nota bear. —Nothing 
could lie worse than an ultimatum without troops. 

If we take into consideration the present political condition and resources of this 
country to effect a short and successful campaign, two regiments of Europeans, two of 
natives, one of cavalry, one or two batteries of artillery, a company ol sappers and miners, 
with small depots at Adowa and Sanota, are all that is required. 

The troops ought not to be encumbered with liagguge ; as little os possible ought to 
be carried; Abissinians, though not up to much fighting, arc good hands at long 
marches. 

Always beware of treachery ; never trust, if obliged to make use of some Chief for 
the sake of tran&|K)rt, keep your eye on him. 

Mules in sufficient quantity ought to be obtained in Huuiszain. Old Ilailo would no 
doubt give up his master easily, if well paid, and be faithful to you, as long as he believes 
you take the strongest party. Should he, however, be obstinate, a good thrashing would 
do him no harm, and show the people what they can expect should they not favour 
our cause. 

1 believe the rainy season would be the most favourable time for a campaign in this 
country. The rain by itself is uot vcr\ severe, the sky being cloudy the weather is always 
agreeable and cool. There is no sickness during that period; it is before and ulter, tiiat 
certain localities arc unhealthy. It is true, paddling through the mud is not pleasant; and 
being drenched to the skin at least once a-day, is anything but comfortable. Still,soldiers 
do not melt through suck influences; and as it does not affect the health, a little discomfort 
can easily be put with. 

In the present reduced slate of our friend’s army, it is doubtful whether he will make 
a stand even here; it is probable that when the British soldiers comes near enough to 
make him shake iu earnest, he will endeavour to cut. in the rainy season that is quite 
impossible; be cannot cross the many rivers he would meet whatever course he may take, 
whilst to European troops, provided with pontoons, Ac., it would be mere child's play! 
No rivers except a few, such as the Takazzay, the Bechilo, and the Jedduii (the latter 
would not be in the way, unless in the case of pursuitare ol any extent; and should our 
good friend try to decamp, he would be caught to a dead certainty. 

Should our friend, trusting in his guns, matchlocks, and natural strength of this 
Amba, not to >peak of the many “ bitets ” be may use at the time, remain here, I believe 
all his courage (some certain at least of that of the majority of his followers), would vanish 
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at the very sight of Brit ish bayonets, and he would give the slip before even the second shell 
had bunt. Therefore, to prevent such a disagreeable termination, the whole Amba ought to 
be surrounded, or at least the three gates attacked at a time. The question i6, should the 
British soldier come, what will the Emperor do? It is generally supposed that be will 
adopt one of the three following courses:— 

1. Come here, defend the place perhaps; place the Europeans in such a position as 
to impede the fire of our soldiers, or treat as well, and come to terms. 

2. Kill all the Europeans, the great men, his prisoners, Bishop, and all, and fly to the 
lowland. 

3. Take the Europeans with him, march from district to district, destroying every¬ 
thing in his road. 

This last was his plan some years ago, but now it is hardly possible His army is 
much reduced in numbers; the peasantry all over the country discontented and rebellious. 
On the approach of British troops the soldiers would run away en ma*se. Only a few 
hundreds of thoroughly compromised individuals would, from sheer necessity, follow his 
fortune The peasantry, seeing him deserted by his troops, would find courage in their 
intense hatred, surround him. and, you may depend upon it, give him no quarter 

However, during the rainy season, it is quite out of the question. What he will do, 
it certainly a mystery. At all events he must not be rendered desjierate ; he must still be 
treated with the same courtesy and res|»ect as in former days; the past ought not to be 
charged against him. On the contrary, he should he told there is no personal ill-will 
against him, and that all will end well if he does not further ill-treat any of the Europeans. 

In the meanwhile lie and his acolytes must be made fully aware that any further 
brutalities will not be tolerated, and that should he shed, or cause to be shed, the blood of 
even a single white man, the hand of vengeance will weigh heavy upon him, and on all 
those directly or indirectly connected with such murder. Certainly, it will be a trying 
time, but it cannot lie helped; we must come to it some day, so the sooner the better. 
Though he only possesses at present the vestiges of his former power, such is still the 
terror of Ins name, that none will ever dare attack him; he will remain unmolested at 
Magdala until some unforeseen accident puts an end to his career. We gain nothing by 
his fall, on the contrary, he is only more savage and cruel. He knows well that he would 
meet with no pity either from the Wakshum or the Turks; only in case of his resorting 
to extreme measures should such alliance be made, otherwise the lives of all would be 
surely forfeited. 

Wheat is little grown in this country, and barley, the usual food for horses in 
Abyssinia, could not, l fear, he obtained in sufficient quantity, on account of the present 
desolate condition of immense tracts of land. Cattle is still abundant, but the question is 
will the peasants come forward with their supplies, or retire with their property to distant 
parts of the country. 1 believe they will, in general, adopt this latter course The 
peasants are very ignorant; they consider all white men as Turks, well aware of the 
penchant of Mussulmans for Abyssinian damsels, the very dread of slavery will make them 
deaf to nil offers of remuneration. It is to he hoped, however, that urter a short time they 
will find out their mistake; and, as usual, English gold and courtesy will win over their 
hearts. 

My dear Colonel, I beg resjiectfully to apologize tor mv presumption, and hope you 
will kindly excuse the perhaps foolish, but at least well-meant, intention. 

A spy returned from the coa*t a short time ago, and informed His Majesty that nil 
was quiet; he therefore, having first examined the kit, and finding nothing suitable except 
the calico and shirts, which he could not decently appropriate, though angry about them 
(whil-t still hopeful that his “ bilfcta” (stratagems) will succeed, and that workmen and 
presents will be sent to him), lie was considerate enough not to rob us this time, nnd 
forwarded everything to the Amba. 

Dissatisfaction daily increases amongst the soldiery and peasantry. The sacking of 
Koratu, a holy city, though it may slightly refill His Majesty’s coffers, will neither add to 
his fame or influence, rather give another impetus to his rapid fall. 

'The Chief of this mountain recently churned another Has (Oobeay), his Wakshum, 
and Sheik Walash, all three long tune prisoners at .Magdala, have been called to the 
Imperial presence, the reason is not vet known, but it is generally believed for no good. 

The Europeans of Gaffat wrote some few days ago: we are not dead but we are not 
alive; obliged to work hard in the day and to watch at night for their own safety, their 
position is not to lie envied. 'The five would-be runaway Europeans are not in favour. 
Some time ago they were deprived of all their clothing, and uot allowed either bread or 
water for forty-eight hours; the poor fellows pay hard for their mismanaged attempt. 

No news from the rebels; the fact of the Wakshum’s brother io Lasta having 
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abandoned his brother's cause has not been confirmed; 1 believe it to be an invention of 
. some friend of the Emperor. 

Jagaque, my servant, is one of the messengers ; you can trust him ; I have constantly 
employed him as a messenger between this place and Gaftht, be has always proved honest, 
intelligent, and active. 

We are all pretty well; Cameron is rather seedy, he is not careful enough about 
himself. Samuel begs to send you his respectful compliments &c. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) * H. BLANC. 


No. 597. 

Mr. Soutter to Lord Stanley.—(Received May 24 ) 

My Lord, 17, Great Dover Street t Southwark , May 22, 1867. 

NOTICING your reply to Mr. Wild,* and having some knowledge of the tempera¬ 
ment of the Abyssinians, may I bo allowed to suggest that, in the event of non-compliance 
to your letter of the 16th April to the King of Abyssinia, the presents remain at 
Massowah; to remove them would be detrimental to the captives. 

I thank you for your prompt reply to my letter of the 29th of March.f I beg to 
inclose iny card, as there was an error in the spelling of my name. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) SAMUEL SOUTTEU. 


. No. 598. 

Mr. Purday to Lord Stanley.—(Received May 27.) 

My Lord, 24, Great Marlborough Sfreel, May 25, 1867. 

FROM letters received by me, Mrs. Stern, and other relatives of the captives in 
Abyssinia (which your Lordship may see if you will condescend to favour me with an 
interview), we all feel perfectly convinced that nothing but force will induce the Kiug to 
give up the prisoners. If, therefore, your Lordship and the Government do not take 
immediate steps to rescue these poor men, they must necessarily he sacrificed. 

It would appear quite evident that the King’s power is so circumscribed that ho 
admits he shall be compelled to seek his last refuge in Amba Magdala; an event much 
dreaded by the captives themselves. 

1 have, Sec. 

(Signed) CHARLES H. PURDAY. 


No. 599. 


Mr. Murray to Mr. Purday. 


Sir, Foreign Office , May 27, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
25th instant, in which you state that, from letters received from Abyssinia, the relatives of 
the captives feel jierfectly convinced that nothing but force will induce King Theodore to 
give up the prisoners, and that if Her Majesty's Government do not take immediate steps 
to rescue them, they must necessarily be sacrificed. 

I am to state to you, in reply, that the question of the use of force has not been over¬ 
looked : indeed it appears to have been considered by the last, as it has been by the present 
Government. It involves, however, many other questions of serious difficulty, including 
the important matters of the distance of the seat of war from India, w hich must neces¬ 
sarily be the base of operations, as well as the distance of Magdala from the point at which 
troops would be landed ; but the most important question which arises is, what effect would 
the use of force have on the fate of the captives. 

The object of the employment of force would of course be to save their lives and to 
effect their release; but a very strong opinion is held by many persons that it would 
instantly lead to the murder of the captives. It is the duty of Her Majesty’s Government 
to spare no efforts to avoid so disastrous a result, and they are still in hopes that the steps 
they have taken will lead to the liberation of the prisoners. 

! am, Sec. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


f No. 663. 
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• In the Mouse of Common*. 
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No. COO. 

Mr. Murray to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 27, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 
29th ultimo and 1st instant,* conveying information from the captives in Abyssinia up to 
the 2nd of April. 

Her Majesty’s’Govemmeot trust that the prospect, though still uncertain, of the 
captives being restored to liberty by the collapse of the authoritv of King Theodore, which 
from your accounts would seem to be imminent, may be realised; but, while awaiting 
further intelligence from you. Lord Stanley can only say that his Lordship finds nothing in 
the accounts lately received from you to cause him in any way to modify the instructions 
conveyed to you in his despatches of the 20th ultimo.f 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 600*. 

Consul Wood to Lord Stanley.—(Received May 28.) 

(No. 106. Consular.) 

My Lord, ... * Jerusalem , May 15, 1867. 

IN compliance with the instruction contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 5 of 
the 25th ultimo, I have the honour to rejiort that I nave expressed to the Armenian 
Patriarch of Jerusalem the high sense entertained by Her Majesty’s Government of his 
prompt and friendly action in the matter of the arrangements made bv his Eminence with 
a view to procure the release of the British captives in Abyssinia. The Patriarch desired 
me to convey his sense of gratitude for the high acknowledgment made by Her Majesty’s 
Government of his action in the matter, which was prompted by his friendly feelings 
towards the Government of Her Majesty, and by the sense of his duty in the cause of 
humanity. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. WOOD. 
Minutes. 

I think we ought to offer to pay for the presents sent bv the Patriarch. 

E. HAMMOND. 


1 have asked Consul Moore about this, and he says we had better wait the result of 
the mission, when it will be right not only to express renewed thanks, but to offer to pav 
all expenses. 

September 23, 1807. j. 


Wait. 


S. 


No. 601. 

Mr. Purday to Lord Stanley .— (Received June I.) 

My Lord. 24, Great Marlborough Street ; May 30, 1867. 

1 CANNOT but thank your Lordship for the lucid, logical reply which you have 
kindly forwarded to me on the subject of the Abyssiniau captives. But at the same time 
I am bound to say from all I know on that subject (and that is not small), that the strong 
opinion expressed in vour Lordship’s letter is not at all acquiesced in by the captives them¬ 
selves. T hey have much more dread that the King in making Magda la his last refuge 
will subject them to a series of aunoyances that will be worse than their fear of his putting 
them to death. It vour Lordship’s time had permitted you to read the last letters of the 
captives, which 1 did myself the honour to offer you, I think you would have formed a 
different idea from that expressed in your letter. It is true that there is great probability 
that the King’* rule may soon be at an end, os far as regards the hold that he has had upon 
the Abyssinian people. 

And it is strongly intimated in the letters above alluded to, that he may, as a last 
resource, make the Magdala his refuge; and the fortress would be impregnable for years 
against a native force. At the same time it could not hold cut for a week against European 
troops and appliances. 

Your Lordship, I believe, knows that the force now in Magdala amounts to only 
• Nos. 593 tod 596. f No». 576, 577, and 578. * ! 
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™ "^ k *ecrs *nd 1,000 spearmen, weapons utterly valuclesi 
against European missiles. Then, again, I find your Lordship has estimated the number 

a SSt7 SWnuZ t^n a w eX |d t0 * h *f iDia * , ** 00() - ?Kch from all I can learn is 

mo f k lh ", n be requisite for such an expedition. It has been said by 
th^e who know Abyssmian well, that 5,000 European troops could hold the country to 

“ p e c s V b J? ct,on - Your Lordship’s letter also intimates that we know but little of that 
country. 1 his may be to a certain extent true; but when we consider that caravans for 
the purposes of trading are constaatly going forwards and backwards into the interior from 

t0 a>su ! 7ie ’ that with good guides a'.to ItonTvTmZ 
nnr^lL u i ^ , / or mone >’)’ thew sufficiently good roads for such 

Unfortm;a , t 1 e?v h t 055 ^ °* ^T' 1 Z° M ** found lhan is imagined or apprehended. 

Unfortunately, too much diplomacy has been used to bring the King to a sense of his had 

,h * t0 °* °l SUC , h a charact " that he \J only p^im^ uZ it So take 
hbert.es that would never have been permitted in any other sovereign: This has led him 
in his cupidity, to hold out threats in order to make a market of these poor captives If 

Cp^l by\urTnner U ffi ih ""‘‘t *° **! e . Kin f- '“»'<* "> U1 ‘ 1 ‘ "*» unfortunate 
^ ^ | Wh ° SC . “u Sl0Ct ° f dut >’ fin8 W,t SU<!| ' 3,1 <»»’rou. legacy to 

their successors, we all feel convinced that in the providence of God these boor twnnln 

would have been released long ago. As it is, they have but one hope, K tffi 
they have hitherto been most marvellously preserved bv a Divine land in whom thev 
have had strong faith, that hand may yet deliver them out of their troubles when to nU 
appearance human policy may fail. \Ve are not surprised, my Lord, t<, find thit Her 

/ t P° VCr ^ , ^ nt piU ,' se at go,,, o to war wilb 80 distant I country. And the poor 
captpes (those of them who are missionaries at least) would be the last to exact their 
deliverance at the probable cost of a single life, doubtless ns valuable as their own. But 

take the iiieTof th l 1 hav f v -‘ ry ,itl . Ie a TFehension that King Theodore would 

take he fives °f the captives upon hearing that Her Majesty’s Government were deter 

mined upon compellmg him to release them. Ho would long ago (as lie once declared) 
have taken their lives, hut that “God prevented him.” ouce declared) 

In conclusion, my Lord, however reluctant Her Majesty’s Government rnav he to 
to war on account o the cost I doubt not that energetic action at the oi/set wmuhl Imve 
rn , u 1 than _ has a read y b «en expended in fruitless diplomacy. The captives them- 
r! “.(* ho k, ; ow better than " e do h()W such a man as Theodore should he treated) say 
I n this country one gets nothing by good words.” Then, again, “ If our friends want to 

tlmt hn°uh\ ° f * U8 * cra Pf» lt must he by other than diplomatic means.’’ One and all agree 
that, humbly speaking, nothing but force will extricate us.” 1 believe this was Mr Ktod’s 
advice to your Lordship. If then we are to save the lives of these pco, “ are bound 

ufrri i £f lh t fear , 1 1 ; stro,ig u P on thcrn ’ ,hat if the King is compelled to make 
. fagdala his refuge, he will deprive them of everything that he can lay his I amis upon • he 

nJdTl \ them ,T n l ’. and at Iast Ieave **» to Starve. He them 

your Lordship seems to imagine. I hope it may not be deemed irnoer- 
d.wf f °V!\ C U ii add » thal . a P art fr° m all other considerations, there is something due to the 

° n B ?k ,h r na! °?’ an ^° ? ur grachnis been so g3y insulted 

in the persons of her Consul and Diplomatic Agent. ® ^ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES H. PURDAY, 

P.S.—I beg to inform your Lordship that I intend to publish the letters of tJ>« 
captives addressed to myself. Mrs. Stern, and Mr. Rosenthal, a copy jf which l shall do 
myself the honour to present to your Lordship. 1 ’ 1 * * haU 110 

_ C. H. P. 


Minutes. 


I presume it will not be necessary to answer this ? 


J. MURRAY. 


No. ’- 

_i. S. 


No. 602. 

^Separate ) **** PaIl J ra ” e *> AUtn.—(Revived .) 

nnrehaJ^h E the ho ? ou r t to forward herewith the vouchers faMthe^taL*^ 'objects 
purchased by myself with Government money in Egypt during the years 1865 and 1866 
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while on special service connected with the Abyssinian mission. I regret that, owing to 
the practice prevalent in the East of buying from hand to hand, without written account 
or receipt, I am unable to furnish corresponding vouchers of the first purchase. 

The original cost ol these articles in the bazaar was, to my certain remembrance, 
much higher than that which has been realized by their London auction, the total value in 
Egypt having been about 180/. 

This difference, noted and regretted in Voucher No. 1, is owing partly to the high 
Tariff prevalent of late years at Alexandria and Cairo, partly to the circumstances of an 
auction sale for such like ware in l^ondon. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. GIFFORD PALGRAVE. 

Tnclosure 1 in No. 002. 

Messrs. Smith, Elder, and Co., to Acting Consul Palgraoe. 

Dear Sir, London, January 14, 1867. 

WE beg to acknowledge the receipt of your favours of the 18th October, 30th idem, 
and 19th November, and to hand you the inclosed particulars of the sale of the goods left 
with us. From the amount realized we have deducted 1/. 4s. for our commission and 
expenses, nnd have paid the balance of 46/. 16s. 6 d. to Mr. Hertslet, ns requested * 

We regret that these goods have not realized a greater amount, but as we had no 
limits fixed for the various articles, they were sold without reserve. 

Our future despatches shall be addressed as above, and any packages wc may have to 
forward to you shall be sent to the care of Messrs. Laughton and Co., Constantinople. 
One case Inis, however, been sent to the care of Mr. Logic, as our letter of the 1st of 
November will have advised you. 

In compliance with your instructions, we have discontinued forwarding the ** Evening 
Mail " to your address. 

In reply to your remark, wc beg to say that we shall have much pleasure in forwarding 
any necessaries you may require, and we are, &c*. 

(Signed) SMITH, ELDER & Co. 


Messrs. Smith, Elder, and Co. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 602. 


Sold at Christie, Manson, and Woods' 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 602. 

Lot 

150. A pair of large amber mouth-pieces, with hands of aventurine—in a 

case. 

151. A pair of ditto. 

152. An enamelled silver pipe; two earthenware ditto—imperfect; and five 

wooden mouth-pieces. 

153. A set of carved ivory concentric balls, with chain attached. 

154. A gold seal, with bloodstone, engraved with Arabic characters. 

155. A necklace of fifty-five amber beads. 

156. A pair of Chinese silver bangles, with animals’ heads. 

157. A carved ivory cardcase. 

• Sec No. 567. 


£ *• d. Lot 

0 16 0 i'so A k^?th' y ' C *T d r 7 b “ ket ttnd 
< 3 w o° in wi,h 

I ‘a o Jea' rfiSS" -withflowere ' 

1 16 0 166. A , circular ,l ^rer V stanH P ’ nnd BV ) hl, ^I! nd S<>ltl ■ >or< ' <i,a,n Jitt0 - 

S ’ C " SraVed W ‘ ,h fl0We «- »"* With openwork 

2 M 0 ! 69, A Prnkn raT PiitCnt breech ' luailin S <» b me, »«<1 leather cover. 

® *? 0 170. A larger ditto. 

r 16 n Jo A compete Arab ,uit of clothes-ten piece, 

o i3 o .73.- st** ° fpatchwork - 

. , ' .. 

51 17 0 


No. 603. 

Major De ftrWto Lord 8l«fey._(ft wglW June 3.) 

Your Excellency, on »r • , „ , . 

HAVING read the last nawa fr,,™ A) '" 9 * 0 ?i** 004 *' Sew Cr0 ™’ June l > 1867. 

captives have not been released yet “ Wit \ "*** , thttt t,,c 

unless an army is to be sent there. 1 1 of any chancc whatevcr hr them, 

my services urnntly £"S Tf RuMe " «”“■ in 

gracious Royal mat to nrocced J i n } » ... f °r the purpose of obtaining the most 

effectuate the rS e3&2 hl.'rT" *? t Kin « T1 ! cod *>™ a . order to 

that what I, in my humble^ort.don severaT L n ’! t J W,th “ re,usal - A"«l where 

Earl Russell, has become at laSt tm^for ine of 'Sllh °f r y ° Ur K *“' lcn0 - V an<l tb « 
succeeded—I once more apply to v^ FveeM o th°* dv.l»n, sent to Abyssinia has 
recommending me to Her AfLestv th* n jesting you to do mo the favour of 

entrust me with a ^ "1 l™' 1 .***>»** please to 

mentioned purpose. beodorug, ol Abyssinia, for the above* 

I think she ought* noMto ^f^ my offer 11 and 7° ^ ^ captive *' her subjects, 

would be less expensive, and might lead to hotter ^ ° ,K ' e | ,nor ® to “nd me there, which 

out. The latter; I dare 8 ayw3donTvnltwit, UCCCS9 tha “ lf an a ™V *en> to be sent 
a single officer. 1 Wtl “▼ere accidents, and obtain less than 

living'•’ “l “ ‘° imp0,e K,, ’S Theodoras, 
served under him, aid carefully stu^i ", wit W 1 u oKcen tba ‘ 

always said would never succeed as they have % V” *? ** dealt Wltb ‘ Lilians I 

■*“ ,r *.. 

now again to try for the last time.Ti ii” T thl,H * that 1 am drivcn 

many adversities I should meet with I WO nlH ...* K°y»l grant. Being aware of 

for those poor Englishmen with all ray efforts. ><? ^ m0St h&PPy t0 bring CVCI 7 orifice 

all responsibility 9 upon i^Sf^herefore^ baf *° sacrir,ce: ** for me, I take 
rft] y ^ Y Ul therefore » lf *be will accept my offer, she has apun an 
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opportunity, which is so near at hand, and perhaps the best and most efficient she ever had 
aid shall have. 

I have, 8tc. 

(Signed) Major FREDERICK DE DOHSE. 


Minute, 

Thank. Not required. S. 


No. 604. 

JAeutenant-Colonel Merewether to Ijord Stanley.—(Received June 4.) 

My Lord, Aden, May 11, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 
20th ultimo, and to report that, in accordance with the instructions therein conveyed, the 
artisans were advised to return to England, and they will leave by the mail to-day, under 
charge of Mr. J. Morris, the Assistant Engineer. 

2. Their passages have been paid to Southampton, and a sum of money given to eacli 
to defray casual expenses in Egypt, and in reaching London from Southampton, their 
nccounts have been made up, and salary paid to them to the 31st of May, the date of 
their probable arrival in England. These accounts, in detail, will be forwarded by 
this mail. 

3. The Chief Engineer, Mr. Talbot, having had a severe illness, and his recovery here 
being very uncertain—at any rate likely to be very protracted—was sent home in advance 
in March last. His account was then made up to the 31st March, and the balance paid to 
him. I would beg to recommend that his salary should also be allowed up to the 31st of 
May; and further, in consideration of the skill ho showed in devising the machinery, and 
his constant attention in getting it expeditiously prepared, that he should receive a further 
bonus of one quarter’s salary beyond the 31st May. This will then close the arrangements 
entered into for this mission, and the manner of doing so being fairly liberal, will be an 
encouragement to others to come forward should a similar necessity hereafter arise. 

4. The presents will be retained at Massowah for three months, and will then be 
disposed of as directed by your lordship. 

6. I leave for Massowah on the 14th instant, and should arrive there on the morning 
of the 17th. The letters to King Theodorus will be dispatched that day. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 

P.S.—I have received a letter from the workmen on their departure, copy of which is 
annexed, as also of my reply. 

W. L. M. 


Minute. 

This should be looked into with reference to the amount sanctioned by the Treasury; 
and if tins proposal should exceed that amount, we shall have to ask the Treasury before 
assenting. 

J. MURRAY. 

S. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 604. 

Messrs. Carr , Brampton, and others, to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether . 

Sir, Aden, May 10, 1867. 

WE, the undersigned Artizans engaged to proceed into Abyssinia, do hereby respect¬ 
fully presume to make the following representations to you on the eve of our premature 
return to England, and humbly solicit your favourable consideration of the subject. 

When we first left England it was anticipated that we would proceed to Abyssinia 
to fulfil the terms of our agreement by remaining there for the prescribed time of thrde 
years, and in consequence of this inducement, and the large amount of money wc should 
have realized during this time, we gave up good situations; but now, since the affair seems 
to have been brought to a wind up, wc will be the losers not only of the employment we 
then held, but of a large amount of public patronage. 

Our health has also more or less suffered from the prostrating effects of the climate, 
and as this also puts us back by incapacitating us in the proper performance of our public' 
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—£SL5» England GSt JS&SST** 

sufficient to condensate for the state- we are in consequent on our lea^ E^gld.' 

We beg, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE CARR. 

JOHN BRAMPTON. 

CHARLES BOWERS. 

WILLIAM JAMES LEWER. 
RICHARD JOY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. GO I. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Messrs. Carr, Brampton , and others. 

I AM unable to understand how you can possibly be losers bj"i h^t busoccm red 

service t - fe l ° con l ‘ e . oul fo . r , ,hc of entering the Emperor of AbysSli 

service, tour expenses being paid to your arrival at the Emperor's fon t 2 ! 

salary to begin from the date of engagement in England. It «as also uroiiZt’tW J 
arrival at the port of Abyssinia, it was found that there wm a ,v k oi , ' °" 

proceeding further, you should be allowed to return to England vo^r evnenses »n S 

risk ton'll K da,C ° f “TT 1 tl '‘ er °' Ab '. s,i " itt is in sucl > 11 state of disorder, and extreme 

—»frJSsrssxs 'isazsstz?* “ ■- * »•» >» 

liberal “Lf* P™*™. ° u < ,»"«! l>ome, have been paid; vou each received a 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 605. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Murray.—(Received June 4.) 

Sir, 

disnatch to I ,rcvious correspondence regarding charges connected’'wUh^the 

honour to fo^ar^h^^^^l^aik^^ccoun^ with^ explanatory^^ 

s ^^r^'u,e^ ,a :r, up to thc timc of ti,eir ruturn i ° 

. ?' . In tbe tven , t °/ ,lle PK'senU not being banded over to King Theodoras and 

2s£xssr ™ *• 

I have, &c. 

_(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Minutes. 

20 T ^TSww° Cti0 u De ^ t l . h * 1J , i, P atch of the arlizu " 8 and machinery (August 

" '„«?* t »pJ y * paid 3,500/ ‘ [° lh ®9 hlef ( lerk » but made no definite promise as to further 
3 899/13, id Zl\7' d T sufficient; the expense incurred at the time having been 
3,899/. 13*. 3d., and the Treasury were so informed on November 1 L but they made nr 
answer, and the deficiency has been charged in the General Account. X 

J be General Account is now overdrawn about 400/., for which sum application must 
eventuall\ be made to the Treasury. We have therefore no funds from which to make 

wHlb^in ra^thi'^ byC0,0 “ l MertWelher ' The sale of the presents, however, 

information" 11 ' 3 °““ °“ aCC0UDt ° f RaMam '‘ ej ‘P e “ < » are 8til1 ** further 

Foreiyn Office, June 7, 1867. 


H. C. ELIOT. 
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Pm look at this, and tell me what we should write to the Treasury. 

June 14, 1867. J. M. 


The Treasury have made general issues on account of the Abyssinian captives, and a 
special issue of 3,500/. on account of Mr. Talbot and his companions. It is perfectly true, 
as stated in the accompanying Memorandum that the special issue of 3,500/. has been 
exhausted, and that there is a balance of 399/- 18s. 3d. to the debit of that particular 
branch of the account. The General Account accordingly shows a balance on the wrong 
side of 379/. 17s. Id.; but if the expenditure on account of Mr. Talbot’s mission had been 
limited to the amount of the Treasury issue, we should have had a small balance of 
20/. Is. 2d. in hand on the General Account. 

If you can form any approximate estimate as to what will be required to settle accounts 
with Mr. Talbot, I would suggest that that amount, added to the balance of 379/. 17s. Id., 
should be the sum upon which we should base an application to the Treasury for a further 
issue on account of the Abyssinian captives; or, if you think it better to keep the Special 
Account separate from the General Account, the issue should in that case be asked for 
specially on account of Mr. Talbot, the amount to be applied for would in either case be 
the same. The account of Mr. Talbot’s expenditure would not, I apprehend, be closed 
until it had been credited with the amount realised for the sale of the presents. 

June 18, 1867. F. B. ALSTON. 


No. 606. • 

Acting Consul If r ood to Lord Stanley. —(Received June 4.) 

(No. 18. Consular.) 

My Lord, Jerusalem, May 23, 1867. 

AT the requestor the Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem, I have the honour to forward 
to your Lordship the number of the weekly Jerusalem periodical, containing a translation 
in French of the letters which his Eminence has addressed to the King of Abyssinia. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARLES W. WOOD. 


Inclosure in No. 606. 

Extract front the weekly Jerusalem Periodical. 
[See Inclosurcs l and 2 in No. 586.] 




Dr. lieke to Lord Stanley.—(Received June 6.) 

My Lord, Civil Service Club, fondon , June 6, 1867. 

IN couseuueoce of intelligence dated April 17th lust, just received from the captives 
iu Abystmiia, the particulars of which will ere this have reached your Lordship’s depart¬ 
ment, 1 deem it to be my duty to recal your attention to the measures tor the liberation of 
those unfortunate persons, which 1 hud the honour to suggest in my letter of the 12th of 
the same month. 

In doing so, 1 would resjiectfully represent that if the suggestions so made were 
immediately acted on, there would be a fair prospect of the liberation of the captives 
before the Emperor Theodore retires to the fortress of Magdala, where they ate confined. 
When once he is forced to take refuge there, the natural defences of the place are such as 
ta enable him easily to hold out for an indefinite period against any native force, however 
strong, that may not be aided by Europeans. This opinion, which has long been euter- 
tained and expressed by me, is now (if 1 mistake not) confirmed by all the captives, 
without u single exception. , , . t ■ 

1 would further beg leave to remark that though the approaching rainy season would 
naturally place obstacles in the way of military operations on an extensive scale, especially 
if any of the principal rivers had to be crossed, there is nothing to hinder the movements 
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of troops, even in considerable numbers. In proof of this I may refer to Mr. Raasaru's 
letters, in which he reported that when he and his companions in captivity were being 
conducted in chains from Debra Tabor to Magdala in the month of July last, the Emperor 
left them to continue their journey in charge of M. Bardel, and went himself on a military 
expedition. 

At the same time it is right to direct attention to the fact, that in the low country’ 
lying between the sea-coast and the high table-land of Abyssinia, the rainy season is not 
tne same as on the table-land itself. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Minutes. 

Dr. Beke’s plan, to which he herein refers, is that we should encourage a Chief, called 
Waagsham Gobazye, to supplaut Theodore as King of Abyssinia. He considers that 
Chief as the rightful heir to the Throne, and he recommends that we should— 

Subsidize him with money ; 

Give him a few hundred muskets ; 

Send him an ample supply of ammunition and a number of congreve rockets; 

And also afford him the benefit of a few European soldiers. 

Dr. Beke would undertake the negotiations and arrangements for carrying this plan 
ioto effect. 

Query : Say, in reply, that his suggestions, for which he might be thanked, have been 
duly considered, but that Her Majesty’s Government are not prepared to undertake in any 
country* such a direct interference as lie contemplates in the internal affairs of Abyssinia. 

J. MURRAY. 

S. 


No. 608. 

Mr. Murray to Major De DohsJ. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 7, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st inst., 
renewing your offer of service in order to procure the release of the British subjects detained 
iu captivity in Abyssinia; and I am to thauk you for this offer, of which Her Majesty's 
Government have, however, no present intention of availing themselves. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 609. 

Mr. Hammond to Dr. Beke. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 8, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
6th instant, in which you call his Lordship's attention to the plan proposed by you on the 
12th of April last, for obtaining the release of the captives in Abyssinia ; and, I am to 
express to you Lord Stanley’s thanks for vour suggestions, and to inform you that they 
have been duly considered, but that Her Majesty’s Government are not prepared to under¬ 
take, iu any country, such a direct interference as you contemplate in the ufl’airs of 
Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 



173 ] 
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No. 610. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond.—(Received June 11.) 

Admiralty, June II, 1867. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for 
the information of Lord Stanley, that Commodore Hillyar in a letter dated the 15th May, 
states that Colonel Mercwether, the Political Resident at Aden, left that port on the previous 
evening for Massowah, with the ultimatum of Her Majesty’s Government as to the prisoners 
detained by the King of Abyssinia. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) W. G. ROMA1NE. 


No. 611. 

Dr. Bcke to Lord Stanley.—(Received June 14.) 

My Lord, Bekesboume , June 13, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Hammond’s letter of the 8th 
instant,* in reply to mine of the 6th instant, informing me that my suggestions of the 12th 
of April last for obtaining the liberation of the captives in Abyssinia have been duly 
considered, but that Her Majesty’s Government are not prepared to undertake such a 
direct interference as I contemplate in the affairs of Abyssinia. 

In reply to Mr. Hammond’s letter 1 would ask permission to say a few words by way 
of explanation. 

The interference in the affairs of Abyssinia which I have ventured to suggest would, of 
course, now only take place in the event of the Emperor Theodore’s non-compliance with 
pour Lordship’s ultimatum, the term of which (as is stated in the “ Pall Mall Gazette ” of 
the 5th instant) will expire about the middle of August next. 

Hut when that time arrives, it appears to me that unless Her Majesty’s Government 
shall resolve on abandoning the captives to their fate, a direct interference of some sort 
in the affairs of Abyssinia must inevitably take place, and it would really seem as if that 
interference can only assume one of three different shapes. 

In the first place, a British army of sufficient force may, single-handed, and at an 
enormous cost to the Imperial Treasury, invade the country. On this |>oint I need not 
dilate as the subject has received the full consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. I 
would only venture to express the hope that, should this course of action be decided on, 
the Ha y of HAnfila (Amphila) may not be chosen as the place of landing, on account of 
the serious objections there are to that spot, as is sufficiently shown in documents existing 
in the archives of the Foreign Office. 

The second plan is that advocated by Sir Henry L. Bulwer, in a letter published in 
the “ Pall Mall Gazette” of the 1 Itli instant. His words are 44 With a moderate British 
ami Sepoy force, and such assistance as the Viceroy of Egypt told me he would be ready 
to give, it would be no rash engagement to undertake to hang Theodore in the chains 
that now torture the limbs of his captives.” 

On this proposal I may be allowed to remark that there can be no doubt of the readi¬ 
ness of the Sovereign of Egypt to avail himself of any pretence for invading Abyssinia; 
and inasmuch as it was through the instrumentality of Sir Henry L. Rulwer himself that 
the transfer from Turkey to Egypt of Massowah and the Abyssinian seaboard was 
effectuated, it is quite consistent that that diplomatist should advocate a policy, the 
effectual result of which would be the delivery of the Christians of Abyssinia entirely into 
the hands of the Mahometans of Egypt. 

What the practical operation of this would be is plainly shown by the statement of 
a Mahometan native of Abyssinia printed in the number of the 41 Pa’ll Mall Gazette ” 
which contains Sir H. L. Bulwer’s letter. In December last a battle took place between 
the Beni ’Aamr Arabs and the people of the Abyssinian province of Shir£, and adjacent 
parts of the north-west of Tigre, when the latter were defeated with great slaughter, and 
“ of the whole Tigrean force, numbering many thousands, and attended by the women and 
children belonging to its members, only 200 horsemen are said to have escaped. The 
Beni 'Amur killed the old and useless prisoners; the younger of both sexes and children 
they took in triumph to Takka. the scat of the Egyptian Governor of those parts, who is 
related to have told the Arabs, that as God had given the booty into their hands they were 
at liberty to dispose of it. Accordingly the captives were sent’to market in such uqmbers 

* No. 609. 
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fctogTfiSK” ‘° "• COn,P * raUVel1 ' Ch " P Rtd &a •*» on 

*h“ n P° 1 ^ o/.o^ndoning to the powerful Sovereign of Egypt the entire coast* 

£ £ tSZfZS* “■ “ ***■ <& * REST'S 

The third and last mode of interference in Abyssinia is the one suir«ested bv mvself 

en“n^ a ^nd 8 dr c ri^d b h di H “'it ° m ° f ' he insur 8 ent "^chiefs,’who are 

r _"“® ,, , an( \ .ssenbed by the Mohnmmeton native of Abyssinia in the “Pull Mall 

£3£d btmtsei? blT* ° f "T which been enumemtedand 

an? 9 «Q r • ’ , oth ® “fy communications to your Lordship, and also in mures 283 

289 °f my recenUy published work - The British Captive* fn Abyssinia” W 

Corrc *Pcndent of the “Pall Mall Gazette,”'who sent home the 

oSrirttob^aw"^ t S n / l !r“ Dia ’ VPry se " sibl > * hat amo,1 S tlie insurgent. 
A**-*!!?* ^ * t0 iv afa e hn< a ,es a » fUn8t Theodore in the event of its beinir at length 
etermined to effect by force the release of the captives ; for I don’t believe ” he savs. ‘'in 

than tT*" ° f th “ , n " ‘ ex P edi “** hitherto resorted to. They have now been triil more 
than three year* without our bem-one wlut nearer the desired* result than when the first 

by anyTe ^ «*» !? bringing about the d£th ,rflwSS 

Of hi* many adversaries; but if we are to wait upon fate it inav brine 
about the death of the prisoners likewise, and leave us with the stigma on our power of 

over 'f d**? r““ b C | t0 , C<>[M ' W1,h a . rcs0,ute chief of Abyssinia j and ft will be small crowing 
The etr ft “m “ 8 at r bay wl " le alivc ' and whom we hu,i no hand in subduing* 

its fnfltnceln InX.^ ° n ^ ° r al °" g the sh ° re8 ° f tbe ** a '»> ®«ht have 

fllll * 8 rCSan ? S the Choicc ° f !“ ?")' amon S the native chiefs, I would beg leave resneot- 

•• Pall MarGaMtte e "Tv n the d M»h ° f ) Vaa f bu "! Guh “ye, who i* thus described in the 
u'l i. - . by l,c Ma hometan Abyssinian already referred to' “In Tier* 

Uaksham Gobazi, a descendant of the ruler* of Last*, hold* his own. He is spoken of „ 
a man of courage and determination, and counts for one of Theodore’s most potent adver- 

bv^'inv* If MCh rfescn I )rio ?» a ? tar ns lt g° e8 * entirely confirmatory of that already given 
h> myself in my communication to your Lordship of the 12th of April last. ^ ^ 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 

th»J^'j: l VT 0 v 0r&t{0tt °Ji my ob i ection to Sir II. L. Bulwer’s proposal 1 would quote 
these words of the Egyptian Correspondent of the 44 Pall Mall Gazette : ” •• If we set the 

Egyptians on Abyssinia we shall merely be immolat ng its Christian population nml 
opeinng the door for influence there not our own, one day, perhaps, to hi ilscd advers 

C. B. 


Minutes. 

I presume this may be considered as an acknowledgment of our letter, and therefore 
as not needing a reply. j MURRAY. 


Yes. S. 


No. 612. 

Memorandum by Sir Henry Durand on Expedition to My», ln ia.-(Communicated privately 

by India Office to Foreign Office.) y 

IN the absence of everything approaching to reliable inforniu^m Uhould'imHmve 
hazarded any remark* at all on Major-General Coghlun's Memorandum, had it not teen 
for the request oi his Excellency the Governor-General. In deference to the Viceroy’s 

2. It is related by historians that the Negashi of Abyssinia invaded Yemen in the 
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year a.d, 525 with 60,000 ruen, conquered the province, and held it until a.d. 575, that is 
for half a century. In a.d. 525, the conquering army crossed from the Abyssinian coast, 
apparently from the Annesley or Mussowah harbours, and landed at Ghalifica, on the 
Arab coast. For fifty years they maintained their conquest, and reinforcements had 
therefore continually to be provided from Abyssinia. This single fact proves that the 
communication from the plateau of Abyssinia to the seaboard by the routes leading on the 
harbours of the coast cannot be insuperably difficut for the march of considerable bodies 
of men. If in a.d. 525 an Abyssinian Monarch could march down 00,000 men and cross 
them over to the Arab coast to avenge the persecution the Christians had suffered, I 
cannot deem the features of the country so altered in the present day, that with our 
command of means it should be a matter of insurmountable difficulty to push a well and 

suitably equipped force into Abyssinia. . 

3. At the same time I am bound to say, after a careful perusal of Major-General 
CogbIan’s scheme for an Abyssinian expeditionary force, that it affords no information 
upon points absolutely essential to be known in the event of military operations being 
undertaken. It relies, in fact, on a series of preliminary inquiries to be made by a staff of 
officers to be deputed to Massowah for the purpose of collecting the very information 
which, considering our now long possession of Aden, ought to have been available, and in 
the possession of the Political Agent at Aden. For instance, in 1854 there was an expedition 
to Serbera. under Burton, Herne, Strogan, and Speke; and after journeys by Burton and 
Speke, the party met in April 1«55 at Serbera, and though the final result of the 
expedition was unfortunate, yet a good deal of information must have been collected as to 
the resources of the Somali country in cattle, sheep, |»onic8, and other kinds of produce. 
Moreover, subsequently, since 185G, our relations with the Somali coast have been so 
continuous at Aden that some positive knowledge of the resources of the Somali coast, 
aud that trending south to Zanzibar, ought to he known. North of Massowah, also, the 
resources of the Nubian coast should by this time have been ascertained, and it ought not 
to be absolutely problematical whether we can rely or not upon the tracts above adverted 
to for a supply of slaughter cattle and sheep, and also of baggage animals. 

4. Major-General Coghlan’s Memorandum concludes with the hope that the 
preliminary arrangements for the acquisition of information may, on coming to the 
knowledge of King Theodorus, induce him, through fear of impending consequences, to 
liberate the captives unconditionally, and to sue for an amnesty. T his, I would fain hope, 
may by good fortune happen; but it is a very dubious supposition, especially if our 
procedure be such as to imply an alliance, overt or concealed, with the Turco-Egyptian 
rower. 

5. By the latest reports from the captives in Abyssinia we know that the available 
force now under the direct control of Theodoras is much reduced, and that it was in 
course of daily rapid diminution At the same time, there is a general concurrence on the 
part of those conversant with the existing state of feeling in Abyssinia, that the hatred of 
the Turco-Egyptian rule is so great, and the national antipathy so ingrained, that whatever 
steps might be taken for retrieving the captives and coercing Theodoras, we have been 
repeatedly warned against our operations assuming the semblance of alliance with lurco- 
Egyptian" support or aid, for that such un impression might rally the Abyssinians to 
something like union, and could not fail gmitly to strengthen Theodorus. It is impossible 
to judge how far this may he a correct representation of the national feeling in Abyssinia, 
hut some incidental remarks by the eminent traveller, Baker, who passed some time in an 
Abyssinian province before he* started for the Albert Nyanza exploration, are a weighty 
confirmation from an independent source of this alleged virulent national feeling. As at 
present informed, therefore, it may be politic to avoid any line of procedure that might be 
construed to indicate an offensive coalition with Turco-Egyptian designs on Abyssinia. 

G. In a rough way the Turk claims the coast as far ns the Straits of the Bab-el- 
Mandeb, hut, unless I am misinformed, he holds nothing lower down than Massowah 
island, which, according to Coghlan, we could not use without the permission of the 
Turkish Government. It would seem preferable, even at some disadvantage, to select a 
port such as Annesley Bay where no such previous permission was necessary, aad possible 
complications with the Turco-Egyptian Government were avoided. As the old road to 
Tigre came to Annesley Bay, there can hardly be a doubt that it is a practicable line. In 
a late despatch, Lieutenant-Colonel Mercwether spoke much more favourably of the route 
from Atnphilla than does Mjyor-General Coghlan. It is no doubt a bad roadstead, and not 
comparable as a harbour with Annesley Bay, hut it is nearer to Tigr£, aud it is question¬ 
able which of the two routes is the better for troops advancing on Tigrd. As a demonstra¬ 
tion, as well as with a view to operations, it would he advisable to institute inquiries as to 
both routes. 
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13. Though the coercion of the Negashi Theodorus, and the liberation of the captive. 








may be the sole aim of the expedition, it does not follow, unfortunately, that the force may 
be able to effect these objects and return to the coast without making some stay m 
Abyssinia. The column will advance under the disadvantage of knowing nothing of the 
country. Under such circumstances great rapidity of action cannot be expected ; it mast 
feel its wav with more or less caution. A temporary occupation will probably prove 
inevitable ; and that again will entail the necessity of endeavouring to restore order in the 
vicinity of the position occupied by the troops and on the Hoe of communication with the 
coast. The mere advance to the plateau from the coast, though the route may present 
difficulties, will really be the easiest part of the business. The temporary occupation, and 
the ultimate withdrawal from the country to the coast, will prove the more serious part of 
the enterprize. Much will depend on the judgment and tact with which the Abyssinians 
are conciliated, and the good fortune that may attend the endeavour to restrict hostile 
operations to a conflict with Theodores; hut in the disturbed and wasted state of the 
country it is impossible to foresee what complications may arise from the jealousy of 
factious chiefs. It does not follow that because they are in rebellion against Theodoras 
they should side with us, on the contrary, they may resent the domination, temporarily 
though it may avowedly be, of foreigners, and cause much trouble to the force. Once 
embroiled with any of the chiefs and races now harrying Abyssinia, the withdrawal would 
he very difficult, if not dangerous. The fact is that it may turn out far easier to get into 
and occupy the country, than to leave it at the moment we may desire to wash our hands 
of the affair. Government must therefore l>c prepared to afford a somewhat protracted 
support, both naval and military, to the force in Abyssinia. Although a division well 
commanded might, if fortune befriended the enterprise, effect what is desired, it might, on 
the other hand, he necessary not only to send up the Reserve Brigade, but even to follow 
that up by another, always at the same time maintaining a strong hold of the base of 
operations on the coast. It is exactly that sort of expedition the precise issue of which it 
is impossible to foretell, from the circumstance that what with our own ignorance of 
the country and its difficulties, the anarchy winch at present prevails there, and the 
reception of a foreign force being always on utter uncertainty among 6avagcs and semi- 
ravages, the elements of trouble and discord arc many, and those of order non-existent. 
Alliances with petty chiefs would be insecure und ns muc'.i a source of vigilance as their 
open hostility. Whilst before our armed domination could retire, it must for its own 
welfare, as well as that of the people who come under its temporary protection, leave some 
organized power to take it6 place, nothing would be more disagreeable, and hardly anything 
more discreditable, than a withdrawal which took the form of a retreat in the face of 
hostile masses. And Hum must almost inevitably he the ease unless before the withdrawal 
from the country began there had been a reconstruction of some sort of substantive power 
to be left behind us. To retire amid seething anarchy would he to invite pursuit and 
attack, if onlv for the rake of plunder, and we might gutter more on the withdrawal than 
during the advance. 

Simla, June 10, 1867. (Signed) H. M. DURAND. 


No. G13. 


Memorandum by Major-0eneral Sir IV. Mansfield—(Communicated privately by India Office 

to Foreign Office.) 

June 14, 1867. 

I AM sorry to say that I labour under the same difficulties as my honourable and 
gallant friend in meeting the wishes of his Excellency the Viceroy. 

2. It appears to me, however, that so far as recommendation and argument can be 
relied on, without available data of precise knowledge of a barbarous country, against 
which a military expedition is to be directed. Sir Henry Durand has furnished the lines on 
which Her Majesty's Government will have to erect the details of such an undertaking as 
that such suggested by Major-General Sir W. Coghlan. 

3. 1 believe my honourable colleague to be correct in principle, in the warning he 
gives with respect to the first landing and advance of a column being the easiest part of the 
project; that we must be prepared lor occupation perhaps of a prolonged character, and 
that we cannot return from such an expedition without loss of political honour, and, 
perhaps of military reputation, if after exacting repat^tion from King Theodores we 
should leave the country in a state of •'seething anarchy/’ I am incHnod to think that 
the most valuable portion of Sir William Coghlan’s Memorandum is the latter pirt of it, 
which is styled “preliminary arrangements." 
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4. It is certainly necessary that we should have full reports on the coast, on the inland 
roads, on the temperature of the coast, on the first ranges of hills and the higher uplands, 
on the amount of carriage, slaughter cattle and other supplies obtainable by purchase near 
the coast and in the nearest hills. We should also be told on reliable authority whether 
it be true or not that we may trust to the good offices of the “ Shihos," or other tribes. 
This can only be done by establishing a Political Resident on the coast, with an effective 
Staff. 

Her Majesty’s Government can judge better than we, if this should be al Massowah 
or Annesley Bay, or elsewhere. 

5. It seems to me that such an establishment, if dexterously directed, would not only 
give us all the information which we arc now absolutely without, but that it might be more 
to act on the fears of Theodores, and so achieve the object of Ministers without the cost 
and responsibility of an expedition, which can hardly tail to entail an occupation of two 
years’ duration in the country of Theodores, and, perhaps, ultimately commit us to an 
Abyssinian “ Algeria,” a project which Consul Cameron has always had in his mind, tide 
one of his early letters at the commencement of his captivity. 

6. A9 King Theodores may not impossibly have learnt the contents of that letter, he 
is not improbably impressed with the fear of such an ultimate result if we should now 
make a demonstration of any kind. As said before I should he much disposed to work on 
it politically, by the adoption of the measure suggested by Sir William Coghlan as the 
preliminary arrangement for a military expedition. 

7. With regard to Sir Henry Durand's proposals, I fear wc cannot rely on Aden as an 
intermediate base between Bombay and the Abyssinian const. 

There is such scarcity of water in that place, and so little spare room, that I can 
hardly conceive 2,500 additional troops being put there with their followers without very 
great inconvenience, loss of health, and, perhaps, sacrifice of life. 

I should rather advocate that, given a good harbour, and a place well supplied with 
water on the Abyssininn coast, all reserves should be landed there at once. They would, 
in all probability, be fed there as easily as at Aden, and their presence would be at once 
felt iu support of the expedition, and the achievement of its object. 

8. I think we may consider it certain that secular hatred and jealously exists on the 
part of the Abyssinian towards the Turk. But I am not sure that this feeling may 
not be used advantageously by a Resident established on the coast, as I would propose for 
the attainments of our objects. 

9. If Massowah be more convenient as a point of disembarkation and of future 
advance than any other, I should not consider anti-Turkish or Egyptian feelings in the 
Abyssinians to be sufficient cause to prevent our udopting it. But if we must ask the 
permission of the Sultan’s Government for such a purpose, wc have probably a reason of a 
weighty character for acting on Sir Henry Durand’s suggestion to leave Massowah alone, 
and seize some other point where permanently to establish ourselves on the coust during 
the expedition and occupation. 

10. It 6eems to me imdortant in the sense of our European policy, that the affair 
should in no way be mixed up with Turkish territory and pretentions, or in joint action 
with the Turks. 

11. I would venture to state that my opinion corresponds with that of Sir II. 
Durand’s in opposition to that of Sir William Coghlan’s in considering the expedition, with 
its object and difficulties, and with the distances to be traversed before the objective point 
is reached, to be a far more serious affair, and likely, therefore, to be much more costly 
than that conducted by the late Sir James Outram against the Persian coast. 

June 14, 1867. (Signed) W. R. MANSFIELD. 


No. 614. 

Acting Consul-General Reade to Earl Russell.—(Received June 15.) 

(No. 2. Consular.) 

My Lord. Alexandria t June 6, 1667. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, a despatch I have received uuuer flying 
seal, from Colonel Merewether, dated Massowah the 17th May, and reporting imciligcnce 
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which had been received by him from the captives in Abyssinia, under date the 20th of 
April, up to which time no change appears to have taken place in the position of the 
prisoners. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Inclosure in No. 614. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Mereiveikei to Sir C. Wood, May 17, 1667. 
[Same as No. 605.] 


No. 615. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley.—(Received June 15.) 

My Lord, Massowah, May 17, 1867. 

I ARRIVED here at six this morning. The letters for King Theodoras go on this 
evening. 

2. I found letters from Mr. Rassam and Captain Cameron, dated 18th and 20th April, 
respectively. Ti e former writes :— 

“ Since the date of my last letter to you dispatched on the 3rd instant, nothing here 
ha9 occurred worth mentioning. The Emperor has written me a most polite answer 
regarding my offer to him of sending him some calico and shirts for the use of his servants, 
lie says that in my present position, he ought to look to my wants, and asks me to dress my 
servants with it. He says he only wants the friendship of my Queen and myself. I have 
no time just now to send you a copy of the letter, but I will do so by the next opportunity 
when I send down to Massowah after a few days. 

" I suppose that by this time Mr. Flad has arrived at Matcmma, as wc have beard 
that ho had left Massowah about the middle of last month. 

“ You w ill be glad to hear wc arc all well.” 

He odds n P.S. in cipher:— 

"The King calls himself in his letter to me, a kind (for * blind,’ word not clear) donkey. 
He is still plundering, and is getting weaker every day.** 

3. Captain Cameron writing on the 20th, says :— 

u Wc heard from Flad yesterday, but have not got the remotest idea how the King will 
take his failure; 1 don’t believe there is the slightest chance of his complying with the 
Queen's wishes. 

“ The fuct is, it is a fearful thing to be in the hands of such a savage. At this moment 
things arc tolerably well. But who can assure us they may be so to-morrow. It is this 
that makes me write so earnestly as regards the necessity of active measures.” 

4. Captain Cameron asks for some medicines, which I am sending him by his returning 
messengers. These men describe the country as being in a fearful state. Hands of 
marauders in every direction. Mariam, which is only 7 miles south of the King’s camp at 
Debra Tabor, was in the hands of the rebels. 

5. The King had made a sudden descent on Korata, and destroyed it; but since then, 
he had remained quiet at Debra Tabor. All agree in reporting his army to be getting less 
and less, every day; and it is said now that he has not above 4,000 men left with him. 
It is great’y to be hoped that when it comes to the very last with him, he will not have 
sufficient force left to allow of his getting to Magdala. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L MEREWETHER. 
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No. 616. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley.—(Received June 15.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, ffay 24, 1867. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith three copies of a very interesting and good 
account, bv Assistant-Surgeon H. J. Blanc, in medical charge of the Mission, of recent 
events in Abyssinia. Also of the character of the Ruler of that country, King Theodorus. 
It has been printed at the Aden Government Jail Pre-s, for facility of perusal, and as yet 
has not been out of the hands of trusty Government servants. 

2. In the event of Her Majesty’s Government deciding on active proceedings against 
the King, I would venture to suggest that the accompanying paper should be placed at 
the disposal of the Press. It will clearly show to the public the exceeding forbearance 
with which King Theodorus has been treated by Her Majesty’s Government, and also 
how impossible it is to any longer defer the adoption of the most stringent measures 
towards one who, by his acts, bus proclaimed himself utterly wanting in true faith and 
sincere dealing. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure in No. 610. 

Memorandum by Dr. Rlanc respecting the Emperor Theodorus and his Captives. 

Magdala , March 30, 1867. 

SO many contradictory accounts are given and believed concerning the Abyssinian 
captives, the "real character of the Ethiopio Ruler so little understood, and the series of 
misfortunes, from the beginning to the end, that befell Europeans in this country, »o 
grossly misrepresented, that I will endeavour to give a short and impartial summary of 
the principal events that have occurred since the last lew years, and by the simple 
adducing of facts attempt to conclude as to what course will most probably lead to a 
happy termination of the present difficulty. 

Any one in the least conversant with Abyssinia, is well aware of the career of the 
Emperor Theodorus, how a* Lij Cosset, a young man ot good family, nephew to the 
celebrated Dejaz Comiou, if not. as he asserts, a descendant of the Ethiopia Kings, 
followed the very common example of Abyssinian feudatory chiefs, by throwing off his 
allegiance to his sovereign. 

After obtaining the hand of the daughter of Rns Ali, the real Emperor (the puppet 
one Johnnse, then a young man being well contented to possess the beautiful mother of 
his Has, Waisero Menen) he began to plunder the friendly province of Dcmbea, and by 
the courage he manifested on all occasions, the abstemious life he led and the favour he 
showed to all who served his cause, he soon collected around him a bund ot hardy and 
reckless followers. 

Ras Ali at last awoke to the danger of allowing a young and brave Chieftain to wage 
war on his own account, and to plunder peaceful districts, he ordered him to repair to Ins 
Court ; the request naturally met with a refusal. Several Dejajmatches were sent 
to enforce the command, but the young soldier easily conquered the courtiers sent against 
him ; their followers, charmed with the insinuating manners, and, dazzled by the splendid 
promises of Cassai, were easily induced to range themselves under his standard; urged, it 
is said, by his brave and beautiful wife, who even threatened to leave him if he did not 
struggle for the supreme power, he attacked his father-in law. The battle of Amha 
Chara decided the fate of Ras Ali, his army having been completely routed, by the gal la it 
behaviour of Lij Cassai, he fled to the Galla country, where he shortly afterwards died, 
leaving Cassai as the recognized master of Central Abyssinia. Victory followed victory, 
all trembled lielore the fierce assaults and great prestige of the rising mon. After a ftw 
years, from Shoa to Mutemma, from Godjum to Hamazin, all feared and obeyed the 
commands of the Emperor Theodorus, for under that name he desired to be crowned 
after he had finally conquered Abyssinia, by subduing the powerful Tigrd Chief, 
Dqaj Oobeay. 
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For a few years all went on well, the fear of his very name retained in obedience 
even the most distant provinces, tribute in gold, horses mules, grain, &c„ almost 
encumbered the royal camp, and many credited his own assertion, viz., “ that the glorious 
reign of the long-promised Theodorus had in reality begun. 

But though a great conqueror, and naturally endowed with military genius, tbe 
Emperor Theodorus is a bad administrator, lie owed his crown and country to his 
army; when strife gave way to |>eace, lie found himself at the head of a powerful host, 
the soldiers of the many Chiefs he had conquered, and he felt either reluctant or afraid to 
dismiss them to their homes ; he, therefore, seeing all peaceful around him, like many great 
captains of old, turned his thoughts towards foreign conquests, until the re-establishment 
of the former Kthiopic Empire, comprising the Soudan and part of the Galla country, 
became a fixed idea, which lie longed to realize. 

He had, however, some experience of what a small number of well-armed disciplined 
troops could do against his undisciplined horde; on a former occasion he had endeavoured 
to obtain possession of the Soudan. At Gedaref a handful of irregulars proved too much 
for him, and he returned from this expedition, if not a better, at least a wiser man. 
Consequently, feeling himself, with all his boasting, unable to cope, single-handed with 
the Turks, be invited the concurrence of England and France, and wrote to the Sovereigns 
of both these countries, calling on them to join him in his crusade against the Mussulman 
race. In the meanwhile his army consisted of about 150.000 fighting men, but as in 
most Eastern armies, encumbered with numberless followers, his own being computed to 
be no less than 600.000. If we admit the population «*f Abyssinia to be about 3,000,000, 
more than a fourth of the whole hod to be fed. clothed, and paid by the remainder. 
During some Tears this terrible oppression was quietly submitted to; at last, however, the 
peasants, half sturved, and almost naked, finding that with all their labour and privations 
they could not succeed in satisfying the duilv-increa'ing demands of their terrible master, 
abandoned the plains, and under the conduct of their hereditary Chiefs, return! to high 
mountains or deep valleys; some few took to arms, and prepared to resist by force the 
urmies of the formidable Theodorus, preferring even the chances of a cruel death, to the 
certainty of misery aud starvation, 

In Gojain, Wolkuit, Shoa, Tigre, the rebellion broke out almost simultaneously; the 
idea of foreign conquest was postponed, whole rebel d:*tricts were laid waste, but protected 
by their stiongholds, the peasantly quietly awaited the departure of the soldiery, when they 
returned to tl.eir desolated homes, and cultivated just enough for their maintenance. With 
but few exceptions this system succeeded, and they escapid the terrible vengeance of their 
now infuriated lord. The immense army soon suffered from this mode of warfare; year alter 
year, the provinces the soldier could still plunder become less and less; several severe 
famines broke out; large districts, such ns Demin a, formerly the granary of the empire, were 
now depopulated and uncultivated ; dissatisfaction showed itself amongst the formerly 
pampered soldiers, now half starved and badly clad; desertions began to take place, many 
lied to their native provinces, and joined the ranks of those in arms in defence of t.ieir 
homes, or tilled the soil with their now transformed lance. The full of Theodorus was as 
rapid as bis rise; on the battle field he still remained uneonquered; Caret, Ncgousie, and 
ot hots paid w ith their lives, their attempts to snatch from his hands the sovereign power, but 
against the passive warfare of the peasantry, and the Fuhinn like policy of their chiefs, he 
could do nothing; he went from province to province, all disappeared at his approach, no 
enemy, hut no food, little by little his army as well as kingdom dwindled away, at Inst 
nothing remained to him hut to plunder the few provinces still faithful to him. At the 
present date his army hardly numbers 10,000 fighting men, ami of the whole of his 
former conquests he retains with difficulty, a nortion “f Fegemder, the small districts of 
Dahouto, Dubinin, and Echos, with a few Ambus, shortly his only refuge. 

Admitting for an instant that Theodorus was horn with the best dispositions, endowed 
with the best of tempers, that sobriety, truthfulness and justice ruled Ins life, still he passed 
through the double ordeal of rapid and unexpected elevation, to fall so suddenly, hardly 
retaining the appearance of his short-lived royalty, as to account for his present suspicious 
character, cruelty and duplicity. It is however m re natural to suspect, that w hilst poor 
and a candidate to power, he concealed his many vic.'s and restrained his natural evil 
propensities. Soon after his coronation, at the height of his glory, when all Abvssinia 
crouched at his feet, he had neither cause nor reason to he false and cruel, still he was both ; 
he loved to ensnare by kind words or deeds those he thought might give him trouble some 
day, and many of his first and most faithful followers had to lament the hour ihey had 
trusted in the most sacred oath of their lord and master. 

Even now, low as he is fallen, when he likes, he has all the dignity of a sovereign, the 


amiability and good breeding of the accomplished diplomats—his smile is so attractive, his 
words so sweet and gracious—that those w ho have seen him thus, and we are amongst them, 
cannot beHe’ e that the affable and accomplished monarch, is but a good actor plating a 
part, a monster of hypocrisy, v ho is chuckling all the while inwardly at the dexterous 
manner he is taking in his admiring friends. 

A few examples will illustrate bi tterthan mere words the true character of the Emperor 
Theodorus, and efface the impression that, being one of his victims, I am painting him 
blacker than he really is. 

Beru Cost ho, the hereditary Governor of Gojum, fell n prisoner into the hands of 
Theodorus at the battle which decided the conquest of that con>iderable province. But an 
important Atnba remain d, and without its possession his victory would be of little avail. 
Theodorus having no artillery, and the f.irt being well provisioned, he was well aware that 
both assault or siege would fail, and that only by cunning he could enter its narrow door*. 
The lort was in the hands of Bern (ioscha’s wife, he consequently sent her offers of 
capitulation, to the effect that should she surrender the fort to his victorious army, she and 
her husband would be free, promoted to high rank, and left in possession of all their 
property; after some hesitation, Bcru Goscbo’s wife accepted the terms offered, on Theodorus 
taking the most solemn oath that he would fulfil bis promise. Trust not in princes; us 
soon as the fort opened its gate to the victor, Bcru Gosclio and his wife were made 
prisoners, stripped of everything, himself heavily chained, and sent with his wile to a hill 
fort, where they remained until they were sent here, where both now reside; the hu.di&nd 
bound hand and foot and thrust into tbe common jail, the wile living a guarded prisoner in 
some other part of the mountain ; and though so near they are not allowed to communicate, 
much !e*s to v sit and comfort one another. 

Oobeay, the Governor of Tigrl, though worn out by excess and old age, led his army 
in person against the imading host of Theodorus. Tired and weary, {he old man rested 
for a few minutes under a tree; in this position he was accidently surrounded and made a 
prisoner bv some of Theodoras * soldiers 

In Abyssinian warfare when the Chief is taken or dead, the battle is over, the 
conquered army either joins the victor, or, throwing away arms and baggage, flies in ull 
directions; such was the case on the present occasion, and almost without fighting, by a 
lucky stroke of fortune, Theodorus found himself master of Tigrt*. The sou of Oobeay, 
shut up in the stronghold of Scinien, refused to listen to the terms offered by Theodorus, 
well-knowing by this time tbe value of bis word. But Theodorus was not a man to bo 
frustrated in his wishes. He treated the old man Oobeay exceedingly well, and at last 
married his daughter, making her his lawful wife and consort. He then sent word to his 
brothers-in-law, telling them, we arc now of one family, your sister is my wife; you, my 
beloved brothers, what have you to fear. The unhappy young men surrendered the fort 
aud repaired to the Imperiul ramp. A short time afterwards Theodorus repudiated his new 
wife and loaded his bruthers-in law with heavy fetters, which death alone will remove. 

One of the bravest men in Theodorus** army was the the “ Wakshum,” a descendant 
of one of the oldest Lastu families: he fought lor his King on ruuny a Imtile field, and by 
his valour inoie than once turned the tide of \ictory. At last, the suspicious 'I lieodorus 
began to be afraid of his brave Chief. To try bis fidelity lie sent him with a small force 
against another “ Wakshum/* his unde, w ho had rebelled. The “ Wakshum,” to show his 
King that his loyalty was above family tics, accepted the unwelcome task, scattered tbe 
rebels and brought to the Emperors s feet lus une'e a fettered prisoner. He was instantly 
executed, and the “ Wakshum ” himself shortly ufterwards was made to learn that even tbe 
sacrifice of bis own family could not satisfy the suspicious tyrant; he was deprived of his 
command, chained, and sent a prisoner to this amha. 

At the second battle in liure. against Aga Ncgousie, many of the Chiefs, after the 
fall of their leader, took refuge in the sacred churches of Axum. Even Theodorus dared 
not drag them from their sanctuary ; he therefore swore that he would grant a free 
pardon to all who would come to him, on condition that they would seive him in future. 
Almost ull accepted. They had no sooner reached the camp than many were bunded 
over to the executioner, whilst the remainder, loaded with chains, were sent prisoners to 
some hill fort. 

I could adduce hundreds of instances to illustrate the utter worthlessness of his most 
sacred oaths, if u few were not sufficient to show how vain it is to believe anything he 
says. In his cunning, he always endeavours to cover his treachery by some paltry excuse. 
He plundered Demtica because the inhabitants were too friendly towards the Europeans; 
Gondar, because one of our messengers had been betrayed by the inhabitants of that city. 
He likes to shelve the odium of his cruelties on the Europeans or priests whenever it is 
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possible. He destroyed Zagi, a large and populous city, because, he said, a priest had 
been rude to him. No person is sacred in his eye, however faithful he may have proved. 
A few months ago he cast into chains his adopted father, °antiba Hailo, who, by 
protecting him at the beginning of his career, was greatly uscuinental in his rise. 
Tcsemrna Kngedda, the hereditary Chief of Gahinte, last year, with the peasantry of his 
district, utterly destroyed a large invading body of rebels. He was first cajoled and made 
a grandee, but, soon aAer, made to feel the evil of too well serving his master; he now 
lingers in chains, and is occasionally tortured to extort money from him. A few days ago 
the Chief of the amha, one of the oldest and most faithful servants, has been chained and 
all his property confiscated. His brother. Has Waldo Mariam, also one of his first and 
most trusty followers, is, with almost all the Begemder Chiefs, in chains. In the 
meanwhile the peasantry are daily plundered. Theodoras, by chaining the Chiefs, secures 
the object he desires, money from the great men. and the peasants, however anxious 
to fight they may be, are left helpless, deprived as thev are of all their leaders. 

1 have already stated that, having subdued Abyssinia, he turned his thoughts towards 
annexing the Galla country and Upper Egypt. He overrun a part of the Galla country 
with his immense army and forced them to acknowledge him as their Suzerain ; they agreed 
to pay him tribute, and many of the still unconquered Galla chiefs, listening to his honied 
words, gave up their guerilla warfare so detrimental to his army, and joined his standard. 
They had soon to repent their too generous confidence. Fura Kassim, n brave warrior, 
and considered amongst a race of horsemen ns one of the most skilful, a chief of a large 
district in the neighbourhood of the Magdala. availed himself of the amity to join the army 
of Theodoras. 44 To prove that you are sincere,” said the Abyssinian Monarch, 44 go anil 
plunder your own district.” He obeyed ; chains were his reward. 

After the submission of the Gallas, Theodoras required hostages. Several of the 
principal chiefs volunteered and accepted to remain at his new acquired Amha of Magdala. 
The Queen sent him her eldest son, the heir to the throne, as a proof of her good-will, 
at first they were all well treated, the young Prince being made Governor of the Amha. 
This jieriod of favour did not Inst long. Theodoras exacted so much that the Galla 
declined to com pi v with his requests; the prince and his chiefs were put in chains, and 
when the heir to the throne of Shoa escaped with his followers, ns lie was kindly received 
hv the Galla Queen, the prince, his companions, Fara Kassim, altogether thirty-two Gulla 
chiefs, were put to death, and their still breathing bodies hurled over the precipice. 

Almost uii travellers agree that African princes are despotic to the extreme, consider 
as nothing the lives of their subjects, their property as their own: moreover, that deceit 
and treachery are well-known features of the African character. They delight in bullying 
the week, and cringe willingly before the strong. It may be that Theodoras is not worse 
than many of his predecessors and countrymen, only that his extraordinary toitunc has 
brought out to the utmost the had qualities of his nature: still, Theodoras, however 
unscrupulous he may he, accomplished ns lie is in hypocrisy and deceit, is no fool; there 
is more cunning and plotting in him than will be found in all Abyssinia put together; he 
knows well the cowardly race lie has to deal with, and that he can commit crimes to 
satiation, without fear ol punishment; soldiers us well as peasants, when too harshly 
treated, simply run away. 

Theodoras has had for many years Europeans around him, amongst them Bell and 
Plowden; the first was his grent and good adviser, and up to the time of his death there 
were but few stains on Theodoras'* name. He has had long conversations on European 
atftiirs with the Europeans in his service, all men of good education, and he is well informed 
regarding the resources and power of Western nations; indeed the very way he injured 
and ilUreated foreigners clearly indicates that he was afraid at first to go to«* far. it was 
only when lie believed himself beyond the reach of punishment that he proclaimed by 
words and deeds his intense hatred of the white man. 

The Egyptian Government, to save the Soudan from being plundered, restrained, by 
some reasons or others, from declaring war against its boasting neighbour, endeavoured to 
allay the wrath of the all-powerful Emperor, and to that effect fir>t sent to him with 
suitable presents, David, the Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria. Theodoras, always jealous 
of the power of the Church, took advantage of the preseuee of this dignitary, to show his 
army w hom they Had to fear and obey ; one day, on some frivolous pretext cr the other, 
he caused a hedge to be built around the Patriarch’s residence, and for several days the 
eldest sou of the Coptic church kept his holy father in close confinement. It is true that, 
believing he had gone too far, he apologized and allowed the terrified old man to leave 
the country. As usual. Theodoras was considered the injured man; he was right, the 
Patriarch wrong. So at least Said Pasha must have thought, as soor. after the return of 
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David, be sent Abdul Raham Beg with enormous and costly presents, a sop for the infuriated 
lion. However, the Egyptian ambassador fared somewhat worse than his predecessor. 
After having been detained more than three years, the greater part of the time as a semi¬ 
prisoner, be was allowed to leave, but was plundered en route by the Shum of Tchelgo, 
contrary to the orders and entirely w ithout the concurrence of Theodoras. Strong remon¬ 
strances having been made by Egypt on account of the long detention of their Ambassador, 
perhaps doubtful concerning the plunder, if his story would be believed, he accused the 
unfortunate Beg of many a serious crime. Fearful that his word would not stand against 
the crafty accusations of his kind host, Abdul Raham Beg poisoned himself at Berber. 
For the second time, Theodoras was allowed to ill treat foreigners without any notice being 
taken of his brutality; on the next occasion, the dread of retaliation being less, he went a 
step further. 

This time his victim was M. Lejean, a member of the French Diplomatic Service. 
Tired of Abyssinia, and having received letters requiring his presence in Europe, 
M. Lejean requested an interview with the. Emperor, in order to obtain his permission to 
leave the country; nn evasive answer was returned to his request; M. Lejean sent attain, 
as His Majesty being en route to Godjam, each day would increase the difficulty of his 
return. Such impertinence could not be tolerated, and Theodoras’ army had the glory to 
see, in full uniform, a 44 Repr&entant de la Grande Nation ” cha ned mid imprisoned. 
After twenty-four hours he was releused, and allowed to remain at Guffat, the European 
workmen of the King being securities for his good liehaviour, and for his residing in the 
country until the return of a M. Bardel, also a Frenchman, sent some months previously 
on a mission to the Emperor of the French. On the arrival of M. Bardel with a letter 
from the French Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, M. Lejean, after a kind of mock 
trial, was allowed twenty-four hours to leave the country. 

Here again no notice was taken of the insult; a French official was chained, impri¬ 
soned. detained for many months, aud, lastly, literally kicked out of the country, and with 
the sole exception of a protest from the gent leman himself, Theodoras could proudly boast 
o! the insults he had ottered to a great Bower, without her daring to resent the same. 

The Patriarch he imprisoned for a few days; the Egyptian Ambassador for several 
years, and plundered him of everything he had ; the French Consul lie imprisoned, 
chained, and kicked out of the country Any semi-barbarian would no doubt have 
thought the same as Theodoras did, that, through fear or impossibility, whatever ill-treat¬ 
ment he might inflict on strangers no punishment could possibly overtake him ; that such 
must have been his impression is manifest by the gradual increasing brutalities of his 
conduct towards those Europeans, the next victims of this sainted hero. 

The unjust, cruel, and savage treatment inflicted by the Euqieror of Abysrinid on 
Stern, Cameron, Rosenthal, and their resjiective followers is without precedent, and its 
horrors unparalleled in history. It is indeed a wonder how these unfortunate and innocent 
men could bear against such a long imprisonment, coupled with heavy chains. For a long 
time almost bound to the ground by additional fetters, nearly starved to death, frequcntlv 
deprived ol every article of clothing, and without friends or sympathy, strangers in a dark 
and distant land, how the erv of their sufferings could find no echo, and why the inhuman 
being who lor so many years revelled in their sufferings, was petted, absolved, almost 
pitied, is a mystery and an enigma the mind must accept hut is incapable to solve. 

By this time Theodoras took no trouble to hide the contempt in which he held all 
Europeans and their Governments. He knew that an answer to his letter to the Queen of 
England had arrived at Massowah in July 1864; “ Let them wait my good pleasure," said 
he; and it is probable that he would never have taken any notice ol Her Majesty’s letter, 
or of the Mission sent to him, if the political condition of his country had not induced him 
to adopt another line of conduct. When the Mission arrived at Massowah in July 1861, 
Theodoras was still at the head of u powerful army, and master of the greater part of the 
country. His campaign in Shoa was most disastrous. On his return from that expedi¬ 
tion. Mr. Rassam’s third letter reached him ; it probably struck him that he might make 
capital out of us, he therefore granted the long exjiected permission to enter his country. 
The cordial and hospitable reception Ik? gave us, his gracious demeanour and polished 
manners quite won our hearts, and almost forgetting the suffering of our countrymen we 
were almost inclined to consider him as the injured individual. But the mask of hypocrisy 
was to fall at last The captives had been released, presents ordered, a letter of apology 
to our Gracious Queen written, the day of departure fixed, all was forgotten and forgiven, 
but before thev leave his friends must come to him once more to gladden his heart. 

On the ?3th April, 1866, the former captives left Koratu en route to Tanka, a village 
at the extremity of the Tama Lake, where the whole party was to rendezvous. The 
Mission started at the same time by boat for Zagi to hid adieu to their good friends, on 
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our arrival we were received at the beach with due honours, and proceeded to the Royal 
enclosure. The large audience hall was crowded, all the officers of the army being present 
in their gala dress; we thoucht that the good King wished on the last visit of his friends 
to surprise them by the grandeur of the reception. Indeed he did surprise us ! as we 
entered the hall, the chief Ras Engeddah, kissed the ground ; again a kiss was a signal used 
by an arch traitor, in an instant we were seized, searched, our swords, cape, belts, thrown 
on the ground, our uniforms tom, and three of Her Majesty’s officers dragged along the 
double line of Abyssinian grandees, degraded and reviled. 

Whilst the mission was thus treated in the very house of their host, the former 
prisoners were arrested at a village a few miles from Korata, changed and brought to 
Zagi. 

The farce of a public reconciliation took place a few days afterwards, Mr. Flad started 
on his mission. The Emperor previously taking a solemn oath that until his return he 
would treat us as his friends. In the meanwhile we remained for some time at Zagi, 
prisoners without chains. 

Our subsequent history is well known. His Majesty left Zagi at the beginning of June; 
arrived at Gaffat, he gave us horses so that we should be near our friends ; on the 25th of 
that month, either on some false report (or what is more probable a mere invention of his) 
that the Turks were building railways in the Soudan, without his permission, in order to 
invade his country, he removed us from (/aflat to a black tent in his inclosure. On the 
5th of July, Mr. Rosenthal and myself were arrested at Gaffat (where we both resided at 
the time, on account of cholera and typhus having broken out amongst the Europeans) by 
His Majestv himself and taken to Debra Tabor, where, after a series of accusations had been 
made; by His Majesty airainst Messrs. Stem and Rassnm. and after we had been duly 
informed that the Europeans of Abyssinia were intitled to naif the world, the whole party 
was sent to a dark house and guards placed in the room with lighted candles. Two days 
afterwards, with the exception of a few who entered His Majesty’s service, we were all seut 
to Mngdala, where we arrived on the 12th of July, on the 16th we were chained, and 
though it has been said that since then, our heavy fetters have been changed to lighter ones, 
that statement like so many others, is incorrect, except as concerns Mr. Rassam, w ho enjoys 
that favour; as for provisions, we should certainly have died of starvation IhsI rainy season 
hud not the Europeans of Gaffat generously supplied us with all the money they could 
spare. Mr. Flad succeeded far beyond our most sanguine expectations; presents and 
workmen arrived at Massowah fortunately for us and them, accompanied by a dignified 
letter from our gracious Queen. Even at the eleventh hour the most liberal offers were 
still made to him, the post was forgotten on condition that he should l>ehave better in 
future ; we were to be exchanged for useful mechanics, and friendship re-established between 
the two nations ; as we all expected, Theodore refused : in bland terms, he humbly begs for 
the present*, and artisans to be sent to him ; “ oh! if they would only trust me, l would 
let titty such as Rassam go/' In the meanwhile he leaves his friends in chains, the only 
trouble he takes about them is to have them carefully watched, so that they should not 
leave without bidding him good bye. 1 hope that by the time this letter reaches the coast 
the outrageous and unscrupulous policy of the Abyssinian Emperor has been at last found 
out: that pretending friendship with our Government, whilst Her Majesty’s servants aud 
other Europeans are in chains, and left to starve, is a farce so gross and so absurd as not 
to leave room for the usual misrepresentation, always brought forward to exculpate his 
worst actions. 

In the present state of* he country, what could Theodovus possibly do either with the 
presents, or the workmen ; the first, unless he sent half the remainder of his army to carry 
them they would never reach his camp, and what works could be erected by means of the 
latter? when at pretent the Europeans at Gaffat are, by Imperial command, told not fo 
sleep at nights, but watch as they are not a single day safe from being made prisoners by 
(leasant* or runaway soldiers. 

What he wants is this: more Europeans in his hands. Should such an unfortunate 
event occur, should truth not yet Ik* known, should that wonderful infatuation to trust in 
a man without honour or sincerity still prevail, and these unfortunate men allowed to enter 
the country, then some new ami more unreasonable request will be made ; not only will 
no one be allowed to h ave, but the comers will soon be made to join our ranks; and who 
knows, he has not yet tasted the blood of the white man, let him only ; n one of his fits of 
ungovernable mge sacrifice one to his mrv, the fate of all the others would be immediately 
sealed. 

Let England, who glories in her civilisation, who hates falsehood and cruelty, bring 
her light to dispel the darkness of their land ; England always proved that her citizens, 
like thou** of Rome iu former days, may exclaim, “Civis Romanus sum.’* Will she leave her 
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children to be slaves in the hand of a heartless tyrant ? No, the noble efforts made already 
in our favour by our gracious Queen, those of an enlightened government, and the 
sympathy of the nation, are as many pledges that we are not forgotten, and that one day, 
we will be rescued, returned to our homes and families. 

It must not be misunderstood, to obtain that object, the wishes of all, only one thing 
remains, Force. 

I cannot better conclude than by stating the opinion of an Abyssinian gentleman, 
Samuel, sent by the King as our Balderaba. Since tbe beginning he baa been mixed up 
with this affair; he knowsTheodorus better than any man, and the many good services he 
has rendered us since imprisonment are a guarantee of his sincerity. “ Is England asleep ? 
Should your countrymen be foolish enough to send the presente and workmen, it would do 
you no good ; none of you will ever leave the country unless your soldiers come, but if 
not soon, it will be too late to save you !” 

(Signed) H. BLANC, M.D., Staff Assistant Surgeon, 

Her Majesty's Bombay Army, Abyssinwn Mixtion. 

Mngdala, March 30, 1867. 


No. 617. 

Mr. Morris lo Lord Stanley.—(Received June 15.) 

My Lord, 28, Surrey Street, Strand, June 14, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to report to vour Lordship my return, on Monday last, the 
10th instant, per Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company’s steamer " Kuxinc,” 
in charge of the Abyssinian Staff", who have returned w ith me; and regret to inform your 
Lordship of the death of one of our party, Charles Bowers, which sad event occurred on 
May 17, in the Red Sea. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN C. MORRIS, 
Assistant Engineer, Abyssinian Staff. 


No. 618. 

Colonel D'Arcy to Lord Stanley.—(Received June 18.) 

My Lord, Garrick Club, June 14, 1867. 

IN the event of your Lordship requiring an officer to proceed to Abyssinia to 
endeavour to procure the release of Consul Cameron and his brother captives, I trust my 
name may be noted as a volunteer for that occasion. 

I have lately returned from the West Coast of Africa, after having administered the 
government of the Gambia for the last seven years. Certified copies of my testimonials 1 
have the honour to forward. 

Beyond having travelled a little in Egypt, I cannot pretend to any knowledge o 
Eastern Africa; but I willingly undertake to convey your Lordship's ultimatum to tbe 
Emperor Theodore at every risk, if tbe Mission is to be undertaken by Her Majesty’s 
Government 

l have, &c. 

(Signed) G. D’ARCY. 


Minute. 


Thanks; but no present occasion to avail of his services. 


J. MURRAY. 

S. 
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Ir closure in No 618. 
Testimonials. 


Copy of Mr. Brown'a Speech at Government House, Bathurst , River Gambia, before 
presenting the Sword, December 17, 1866. 

WE have the honour to wait on you to present, on the eve of your official separation 
rom us, an Address which has been voted by the merchants, Civil officers, traders, and 
principal inhabitants at Bathurst- 

It will, I am sure, be gratifying to your Excellency to learn that the French merchants 
residing here have cordially joined us in paying this mark of respect to your Excellency. 

You are, I believe, the first Governor who has remained seven consecutive years with 
us without visiting Europe. You have done so at much personal discomfort to yourself, 
and at great risk to life; for during your term of office we have unhappily been twice 
visited with the dreadful scourge, yellow fever. How dreadfully it has thinned our ranks 
your Excellency is painfully aware. We are thankful, therefore, to a merciful Providence 
that you and your good lady have been preserved to return to your native shores without, 
we sincerely hope, any greater injury to health than a few months passed in your native 
countiy in the bosom of your family and friends will entirely restore. 

May you long live to wear, as an ornament of dress, and as an honourable memento 
of your gallant deeds at Tubabccolong, the sword we have this day the honour to present 
to you ; may the occasion never arise for you to draw it in strife ; but if it unfortunately 
occurs, we are confident that what you have so nobly, so gallantly, and honourably won, 
you will as nobly, as gallantly, and honourably use. 

Your Excellency came umongst us in 1859, when our trade was much depressed; 
jrou leave us with our trade much increased—1 may say, prosperous; with our town 
improved; with our revenue increased; and with the prestige of the British name re-esta¬ 
blished in the River. Well may you enjoy the proud gratification of an applauding 
conscience in having ably done your duty ! 

I will not further tresspass upon your Excellency, or anticipate the topics of the 
Address which will now be read to you by Mr William Goddard. 


The Address. 

Your Excellency, Bathurst , River Gambia, December 17, 1866. 

WE, the undersigned British and French merchants, civil officers, traders, and 
inhabitants of Bathurst, are informed that your Excellency’s term of office having expired. 
Her Majesty has been pleased t«» appoint Rear-Admiral Patey to be vour successor, and 
that, consequently, you will shortly he leaving us. 

'Flic regret we feel in losing your Excellency after an association of over seven years 
with us, is softened and cheered with the fact that you are returning to your native country, 
and by the sincere hope that your Excellency’s long, zealous, and arduous services here 
will l»e duly acknowledged by Her Majesty’s Government, and that they may be pleased 
to recommend you to Her Majesty for appointment to the government of a more important 
Colony, blessed with a more healthv climate. 

Y our Excellency 's term of office here has been one of no ordinary nature, beset from 
the commencement with troubles and difficulties, such, indeed, as none of your predecessors 
hod to contend against. Soon after you assumed the Government, your Excellency was 
forced by necessity (against your wish) into a war with the unprincipled robber, the King 
of Baddiboo; and shortly after its termination, the civil war between the Marabouts and 
Soitiunkees broke out with great violence on both banks of the river, which, with little 
intermission, has continued to the present time, and which has not only taxed your 
energies and exertions, but required much tact and firmness to keep the belligerents from 
attacking our people and our projierty. Twice was British Combo 6aved from Marabout 
invasion by your firmness and presence, though, on the last occasion, the show of our 
small garrisou was necessary to convince them you were determined to protect British 
territory. 

Upon the death of the late King of Barra, the successful Area Bah and his marauding 
Marabouts devastated the country with fire and sword, selling into slavery the women and 
children captured. You went amongst them at much personal risk, and by your media¬ 
tion saver! many lives, and many others from slavery. Afterwards when these men, 
inflated with success, came within sight of the British fort at Barra Point, and threatened 
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our territory, it was again your presence with a few soldiers and volunteers on the open 
plain, and the determination you showed to protect life and property on British ground, 
that made these fanatics halt in their mad career, and saved a scene of murder and blood¬ 
shed. 

From the great anxiety your Excellency had shown on these occasions to avoid war, 
we fear these Marabouts mistook your clemency for a want of power to punish them ; 
emboldened by this illusion, they ventured to attack the town of Buutang-Killing (after 
repeated warnings from your Excellency not to molest the people settled there) on our 
ground, forced upon you the ex|>cdition in June last, which led to the destruction of the 
strongly stockaded town of Tubabccolong. 

We cannot lose sight of the fact that your Excellency, waiving your rank and position, 
volunteered to lead one of the storming parties; and whilst the two gallant officers, Kelly 
and Jenkins, who were on your right and left, were shot, you succeeded in getting inside 
the stockade, and most miraculously escaped death; for your Excellency (as wc are 
informed by officers who were on the field) was for some minutes alone within the 
stockade, your 6word partially shot away from your hand, with one of the enemy’s loaded 
muskets at your head, w hich, fortunately for you, missed fire, and some soldiers, led by the 
late Mr. Hurst, came to your relief, and the fortune of the day w as turned in favour of the 
small British force of HO rank and file, indebted, as we arc assured, to your Excellency’s 
presence, and the coolness, determination, and the indomitable pluck you exhibited. 

No ooe, we are sure, regrets more deeply and sincerely than does your Excellency 
not only the loss of the lives of the two gallant officers who fell on that day, hut also the 
necessity of shedding blood,—a necessity forced upon you, for British territory was 
invaded, and peaceable and hurmless refugees settled on our ground, upon the faith of 
our protection, were surrounded and attacked by armed Marabouts; and, in our opinion, 
it would have been a disgrace to us, os Englishmen, to have deserted them in such a 
moment. 

Services like these rendered in any other part of the world than poor unfortunate 
Africa would long since have been acknowledged, rewarded, and applauded; but, unfortu¬ 
nately for Africa (and for those who serve there), it possesses no influence in the Councils 
of the State. Men often fail to obtain that reward to which their services in so unhealthy 
a climate justly entitle them. 

We hope your Excellency may be one of the exceptions to the rule, for the expedi¬ 
tion has had a most beneficial effect upon the natives along the whole river, and will, we 
feel assured, insure respect from the natives to the authority of the Local Government it 
your successor makes a judicious use of your success, and insure to him a quiet govern¬ 
ment, and to us protection for our people and property, we hope for some years to come, 
on both hanks of the river, and specially within our immediate neighbourhood. 

Turning from the political to the social side of your Excellency’s administration, wc 
do not forget that it is to your personal exertions we are indebted for reclaiming the large 
swamp at Half Dye, which has materially improved the health of the town ; and, had 
the means been at your command, the Pontine Marsh at the back of the town, we feel 
assured would have also been reclaimed, and we might have been spared the late dreadful 
visitation of yellow fever in its virulent form. 

To you sir, wc are also indebted for a carriage road from here to Cane St. Mary's 
Several of your Excellency’s predecessors had before attempted it, hut failed to accom¬ 
plish it ; and to you is due the credit of commencing the paving of our footjwths, 
macadamizing, and lighting of our streets, and other works of great local advantage 
and improvement. 

We have the honour to wait upon you to beg your Excellency’s acceptance of a 
sword, as a very trifling tribute of our respect and esteem for you and for the services you 
rendered on the field at Tubabccolong, and other places during your services in 
Gambia. 

In parting with your Excellency we have yet another regret, that of being obliged to 
say “ good bye " to your excellent aud amiable lady, who has been always ready personally 
to relieve the sick and the distressed, and who has always been willing to grace with her 
presence our little social meetings, and ever ready to promote harmony and good 
feeling amongst us. To you both we heartily say “ God speed,” and may every happiness 
attend you. 

We have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. H. SHERWOOD, Colonial 8urgeon. 
W. H. GODDARD. 

THOMAS BROWN. 

_ ____ WILLIAM GODDARD. 
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(Signed) W. MILTON. 

D. W. G. BROWN. 

CHARLES JONES. 

MAUREL AND PROM. 
THOMAS CHOWN. 

T. L. INGRAM. 

D. ROBERTSON. 

T, JOHNSON. 

FRANCIS F. EVANS. 

RICHD. C. LLOYD. 

C. A. VERMTNCK & Co. 
WILLIAM QUIN. 

T. LEWIS INGRAM. 

V. BARRIER. 

ANTOINE BLAIN. 

JAMES TAPP. 

J. GANS. 

WM, FITZGERALD CONOLLY. 
H. D. DODGIN. 

A W* El Y 

EDWARD HUGHES. • 

J. D. ATREI). 

JOS. BRIAND. 

W. H. ROBINSON. 

WILLIAM VEALE. 

J. ROBBINS. 

WILLIAM PEAT. 

E. A. M SMITH. 

_ . R. G, ANGELO. 

To his Excellency Colonel George Abbas Rooh D’Arcy, 

Governor of the Gamhiu. 


Speech of Major Anion, Commanding the Troops, Government 

December 13, 1866. 

Gentlemen, 


House, Bathurst, Gambia , 


It is with mingled feeling* of pleasure and regret that I rise to propose a toast in 
which I am confident you will all cordially join :— 

“ Pleasure at greeting our guest, his Excellency Colonel (PArcy. 

•• Regret, as this is a farewell meeting to him on the eve of his approaching departure 
from a colony where he has so faithfully served his Queen and country for a period 
limS" ° f 8eVrn C ° ntinU0U8 * vears * “^withstanding the proverbially unhealthy 

. . 1 could h ave wished that this pieusing duty had devolved on one more able to do it 

justice. 

You all know the distinguished officer who has done us the honour of coming to 
mess this evening; os I have already said, he has presided over your colony for seven 
long years, and you have been able to appreciate his good and excellent qualities better 
than I ran describe them. w 


The many improvements in the town, the trottoirs ; Wellington-street macadamized 
and lighted; villages founded ami colonized; here land reclaimed, there cultivated; a 
carnage-road all the way to Cape St. Mary s. Colonel d’Arey’s well-know n philanthropy 
Ins unceasing labours in the relief ot suffer ng humanity, bis untiring and noble exertions 
\\\ the cause of African civilization, redound to his crccYit and praise; but last, not least 
Ins matchless gallantry nt Tulmbccolong has been the admiration of you all, and will no 
doubt meet with a well-merited reward from the proper quarter.’ That he may be 

promoted to higher honours is niv sincere wish, and I feel sure that of every one around 
this table. J 

I request you to drink the health of his Excellency Colonel d’Arcv, success and 
prosperity wherever he may go; and at the same time I beg to include in this toast the 
same good wishes and many more for Mrs. d’Arcv. 

God speed them! 
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No. 619. 

Mr Murray to Colonel D*Arcy . 

8ir t Foreign Office , June 21, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
4th instant, offering to proceed to Abyssinia for the purpose of obtaining the release of 
the captives in that country. 

I am to express to you Lord Stanley’s thanks for the offer of your services, of 
which, however, his Lordship has no occasion to avail himself. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 

No. 020. 

Memorandum by Mr. Murray on proposed Expedition to Abyssinia . 

June 20. 1867, 

DR. BLANC’S Memorandum on “The Emperor Theodoras and his Captives,” 
which was sent to us in Colonel Mere wether’s letter of May 24, 1807, is deserving of 
careful consideration. 

It conveys a clear insight into our present difficulty, and furnishes information 
calculated to enable ller Majesty’s Government to decide as to the course to be pursued 
in Abyssinia. 

It may be said that there is nothing in Dr. Blanc’s memorandum which, in some 
shape or other, we have not heard before; but this is the first paper on which I have 
lelt that we may rely as giving an intelligible history of the past, anil a truthful 
account of the actual ]K>sition of affairs. 

When the matter was last tiefore the Cabinet (about a month ago), and when it 
was decided that the time had not arrived forgiving orders for the employment of force, 
the Government were somewhat perplexed with the various statements made, aud with 
the several suggestions otiered by our own officers, and by other persons who were 
connected with the captives, or who wished to make themselves prominent. 

I>r. Blanc's memorandum seems to dispel all doubt; and although we art* at 
present nominally waiting to sec the effect of our final representation to Theodoro 
which gave him three months from the 17th of May to consider whether lie w ished 
to maintain or decline friendly relations w ith Great Britain, it would not Ik* w ise to 
calculate on our hearing of the actual release of the prisoners within the given time; 
and if not, it may Ik* well at once to send such preliminary instructions to Bombay as 
will prevent loss of time in the event of active measures being necessary. 

I assume that Her Majesty's Government will not for a moment listen to such 
suggestions as those of Dr. Bekc, for subsidizing and setting up an opposition King; 
or of Sir II. Bulwer, for urging Egypt to attempt to conquer Abyssinia; hut that the 
quarrel with Theodore shall In* purely British, and for British purposes only. 

That the quarrel can Ik* avoided seems now to 1m* beyond hope, for if, instead of 
releasing the captives (which we must fear we cannot expect), hi* should murder them, 
it may he expected Hint the country and the world w ould require signal punishment 
for such a misdeed. 

The matter is not lost sight of by the public, and the “ Pall Mall Gazette ” brings 
it continually forward in its “Correspondence.” There will, of course, Ik* objectors to 
whatever course Her Majesty’s Government may have adopted or may adopt. 

The course hitherto pursued by the Government is one that can properly Ik* 
defended, cm the ground that it b«*came a great country like England to exercise 
forlxuranee, and endeavour by conciliation to effect the only object hitherto in view, 
namely, the release of the captives; and that it would not have lwen consistent with 
our known policy to have taken other steps until the failure of our peaceful efforts 
should Ik? apparent. There being now, however, gnat reason to apprehend such 
failure, it becomes important not to lose time iu considering the arrangements that 
mav 1m* necessary, although it is not yet imperative that onlers should Ik? given for 
active measures. 

The time for operations in Abyssinia is between the 1st November and the 1st 
June. Various questions will have to lx* decided beforehand; and it is to these 
questions that I think attention should at once Ik* directed, in order to place Her 
Majesty's Government in full possession of every information which ought to be before 
them if they should ultimately Ik? compelled to resort to force. 

I presume that, although everything will have to be done by our Indian Autho- 
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5fc2 0f t,,c of 8to,e ^ War than of the Secretary 

' 5 “ nT foreign Affaire to request that the Goremor or the Commander-in-CbW 
m Bombay may be matrueted in the matter. But it seems de«ab“? we ^5 

by wL^HaSSP* neCdfU ' : What “ Sh0uld TOnsi9t0f i 

take to orf *™ to P«*« «- force, would it 

?* ^Iiat areangements would bo made for its transport and return ? 

GMGntiiil ^if'Iw ■i8 oni / WOul : 1 , ,t S® P p °I >0 «« 1 to land it, bearing in mind that it is 
l \vi i U> ® vokI 5ar,dm " on Egyptian territory ? 

o. n iiat commissariat arrangements would be requisite ? 

keep tmar W0U,d b ° ““""y *° in8Ure 8Ue " , ' S8 ’ and hw » it proposed to 

time L5 an ^’ ? e d T!’ 1 * 4 ’ P rt ' limi “ ar y steps would have to he taken, and what 
There m. ”'3 um ‘‘ fl,r the purpose, in order to obtain answers to these questions ? 

1 ,ret,-,nine ’ • g "‘f! advantage, and I think there can Tie no harm in such a 

^ W !" e l Wl1 P rov ‘‘ nt any charge of inactivity or want of intercs* 

while ,t w II not commit us to action without further eonsidemtiom ’ 

J “ nr m7 - _ J. MUBRAT. 


Minute, 

_ A , 1 1 "T 110 ,,b j pc «°» fo j ,ir proposed inquiries ls'ing made, on the understandimr that 
we (lo not in any way pledge ourselves to send out an expedition l ot oi lv visl u 
aseerhim „heth„ it is pmeticahlo, and, if so, at what probE^t ' 

- _ 8 . 


No. 621. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Alston.—(Received June .) 

COLONEL MVItPUPUTHWo . ,. Ad ? Residency, May 28, 1867. 

y,.„ iini 11 r.l 11 hit presents lus compliments to the Chief Clerk 

IhT , K n 1 ;• at “ ?! **\ tro^'y obliged by his supplying him withooBfaTrf 

llJ l | rn “'" to ll d >l l*’ " were deuvered into the Foreign Office by Colonel 

Merewether in November last as vouchers to his .uro.u.ts com,with The 

^rZu^Wa^hf 8 r, " 1 " ir "‘ iD — il *» that tho U 

Zambm; 8 W^iTiwin^iimlToi^mTcnissUy and ^Stills;* and^!jtla|||>iri'^itxvrt > here. an<4 


No. 622. 

Mr. Morris to Lord Stanley.—(Received June 22.) 

My Lord. Oakland *, Sandymount, County Dublin , Ireland, 

r- i'Tr ; 5=1 *—• -*-« 

'tr-.:' “ """■ ... * t™». or o,„ s " 

T have, &e. 

t (Signed) JOHN C. MORRIS. 


No. 623. 

Mr. Murray to Major-General Sir E. Lugard 


- 
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S ursued by Her Majesty's GoYcmment, it may not be desirable to make preliminary 
lquiries as to the precise steps to be taken in the event of its being found ultimately 
necessary to resort to force. 

At present there is no intention of doing so. The Armenian Patriarch at Jerusalem 
has sent a Mission to Abyssinia for the purpose of trying to effect the release of the 
captives; and Lord Stanley is awaiting the result of the letter which I informed you 
he had addressed to King Theodore, and which was dispatched from Massowah on the 
17th of May. Nevertheless, as the time for action in Abyssinia seems to be limited to 
the period between the 1st of November and the 1st of June, it might l>e well for 
Her Majesty’s Government to be furnished in time with all information calculated to 
assist them in their decision, in case warlike measures should hereafter be deemed 
inevitable. 

It seems to Lord Stanley that it would be well that the following information 
should be procured :— 

1. What amount of force is considered needful; what should it consist of ; and 
by whom should it be commanded ? 

2. Assuming Bombay to lx* the base of operations, how long, after receiving from 
England orders to prepare the force, would it take to insure its being ready for service ? 

3. What arrangements would be made for its transport ? 

4. At what point would it be pro|K>sed to land it, faring in mind that it is 
essential, if possible, to avoid landing on Egyptian territory ? 

5. What commissariat arrangements would lx* requisite ? 

6. What reserve would lx* necessary to insure success, and how is it |>ro]x>#cd to 
keep this supplied? 

7. Whether any, and what, preliminary steps would have to lx* taken, and what 
time would Ik* required for tin* purpose, in order to obtain answers to these questions? 

No doubt this information must lx* procure! from Bombay, hut Sir J. I’akington 
will prolmbly concur with Lord Stanley in opinion that the request for it should 
rather bo made by the War Office than by the Foreign Office. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 624. 

Major De Dohse to Mr. Hammond.—(Rereived June 24.) 

Sir, 29, Mornington Road, New Cross, June 22, 1867. 

IN trusting in your gr»*at kindness, allow me to lx*g you most urgently to remind 
Lord Stanley of my last offer made to him respiting the release of the Abyssinian 
captives. Also, 1 would lx* much obliged to you if you did mo the favour of 
recommending me to the noble Ix»rd, so that I may easier obtain that noble appoint¬ 
ment I five timr*s applied for. 

There is at present an occasion for the sending of some one, the poor captives 
still being in prison, according to the last reports from Abyssinia. His Excellency 
Lord Stanley having not declined my offer, but informed me by Mr. Murray, a fort¬ 
night ago, that they have at present no intention of availing themselves of my offer 

I always had a presentiment of a certain success, and Imd no rest since I made 
my first request; therefore 1 try by all means to lx* sent to Africa. I flatter myself to 
lx* able to carry out what others could not ; and if Government will accept my offer, 
she may lx* sure that she d(x*s well if she sends me there. 

1 am pn pared at any time to start, and shall lx* most lmppy to meet with the 
Government’s approval. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Major DE DOUSE. 

Minute. 

Decline. J. MURRAY. 

8 . 


No. 625. 

Mr. Menvale to Mr. Hammond.—[Received June 24.) 

Sir, India Office, June 22, 1867. 

IN continuation of the letter from tliis Office dat«*d the 1st ultimo, I am 
directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to forwaru two statements of 
[73] 7 C 
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expense*, incurred on account of Mr. Rassam’s Mission to Abyssinia, amounting to 
rupee* 14,566 5a. lip.,* and I have to request that tbe equivalent of that sum, viz., 
1,456/. 12 j. 9 d., may lx* transferred to the credit of the Secretary of State in Council 
of India at the Bank of England. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


No. 626. 

To War Office , June 25, 1867. 


No. 627. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Morris. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 26, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
20th instant,f claiming payment of three years’ salary which you consider to be due to 
you by the terms of the agreement made and signed with you by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Merewether on the 8th October, 1866 ; but I am to remind you tliat your agreement 
wound up with the following words :— 

“ It is understood that if the said John Charles Morris should not proceed to 
Abyssinia, and should not enter into the Emperor’s service, this Agreement shall have 
no effect; but pay and expenses in returning to be paid up to date of re-arrival in 
England, no unnecessary delay taking place on either part.” 

The only question, therefore, is w hether any pay or expenses are due over and above 
the amount advanced to you by Colonel Merewether. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 

___ • 

No. 628. 

Mr. Murray to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 27, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 20th of August last, 1 am directed by Lord 
Stanley to transmit to you, to Is* laid hcfon* the Ixtnls of the Treasury for such steps as 
their Lordships may think tit to take thereupon, the accompanying copy of a despatch 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether, inclosing an account, accompanied by remarks 
and vouchers, showing the expenditure incurred on account of the arti/uns engaged to 
enter the service of the Enqieror of Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 699. 

The Rev. E. Reed, June 25, 1867. 


No. 630. 

Mr. Murray to the Rev. E. Reed. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June ‘27, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
25th instant, and to request that you will have the goodness to address to him in writing 
any suggest ions you may have to make lor obtaining the release of the captives in 
Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 



9 Is Colonel Merewether'* of November 5, 1866. 


f No. 628. 
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No. 631. 

Mr. Murray to (he Secretary to the Treasury . 

8ir, Foreign Office, June 27, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 9th ultimo, I am directed bv Lord 8tanley 
to transmit to you, to be laid before the Lords of the Treasury for sueli steps as they 
may think proper to take thereupon, copies of two further letters from the India Office,* 
applying for repayment of the sums of 8/. 9s. 10<f. and 1,466/. 12*. 9 d. on account of the 
expenses of Mr. Rassam’s mission to Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Sigued) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 632. 

Mr. Murray to Major De Dohse'. 

Sir, Foreign Office , June 27, 1867. 

IN reply to your letter of the 22nd instant, I am directed by Lord Stanley to state 
to you that his Lordship declines your offer to proceed ou behalf of Her Slujesty's 
Government to Abyssinia. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 633. 

Major De DohsJ to Lord Stanley.—(Received June 28.) 

Your Excellency, 29, Momington Road , New Cross, June 27, 1867. 

IT is not the least presumption, but a strong feeling of compassion as well as 
a presentiment of a certain success, which induces me to repeatedly addressing your 
Excellency on l>ehalf of the poor British captives in Abyssinia. 

It has always been my humble opinion that Earl Russell did not treat that Emperor 
Theodore with that respect and attention due to his exalted position, which brought on 
the latter’s wrath and rage. A man like the Emperor, risen from almost nothing by 
his ownself, more ignorant than enlightened, flattered by courtiers, and advispd by them, 
especially by foreigners, is more ambitious and proud than other Royal personage* in 
civilized countries. Also the sending of some gentlemen with presents, which they hud 
to deliver to the Emperor under the condition of releasing the captives, must have math' 
a bad impression upon him, l>eing already too much informed of the customs at the 
European Courts. 

As ngards sending 10,000 men to Abyssinia, it would, upon my opinion, Ik* a total 
failure, being not only connected with great expenses, hut also with the greatest, 
difficulties. The Commander-in-chief of that corps would have a hard task in finding 
out his basis of operations in a country entirely unknown to him. It would not In* 
advisable for him to advance into the heart of the country, as it could hnpj>en to be cut 
off in the n’ar from the Red Sea, his only refuge in ease of a retreat, by the Emperor's 
troops. Such proceedings would, I think, lead to the greatest disasters, and the captives 
for ever be sacrificed. 

There is another and lietter way, namely, the way of reconciliation, and if your 
Excellency will deign accept my former offer, or propose me for that appointment I 
applied for, I hope to God that I shall meet w ith a brilliant result if the undertaking I* 
left to my owti consideration. 

Being Her Majesty’s subject, and formerly a superior officer in Her Majesty’s army 
I should be most happy to sacrifice myself for this noble and generous Government, 
direeted at present by a most enlightened and wise Prime Minister, supported by his 
noble son, equally great as he, upon which every Englishman looks with admiration 
and pride. 

I, in conclusion, refer respecting my good prowess and character to the Government 
A\ ar Office, Prince of M ales, Duke of Cambridge', and especially to General Sir Henry 
Storks, and Colonel W. G. Cameron, my former superior officers. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) Major DE DOH8E. 


• No*. 587 and 625. 


















Minutes. 


As this person will not take an answer, I presume we may leave his letter 
unanswered. MURRAY. 

Yes. 

8 . 


No. 034. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewcther to Lord Stanley.—(Received June 28.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, June 6, 1867. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company’s steamer “ Ellora ” in which Mr. Morris and the artisans embarked for Suez 
on the 11 tli ultimo, returned to Aden on the 16th idem, having fallen in with another 
steamer Indenting to the same Company, and, finding her in a sinking state, had to tow 
her hack to this j»ort. This will have caused delay in reaching England, and leave a 
few r days’ more salary due to them, probably from the 31st May, up to which they were 
paid, to the 10th of June, or thereabouts. An account will be submitted, when the 
dab* of their arrival at Southampton has been asc«*rtained. Meanwhile, if your Lord- 
ship approved, the balance for the time beyond the 31st of May, might be i»aid on 
their applying for it, in l»ndon. 

2. I regret to have to report that one of the workmen, Charles Bowers, moulder, is 
stabsl to have died between Aden and Suez. A statement as to the cause of death lias 
been asked from tin* doctor of the “ Ellora,” which w ill Is* forwarded on receipt. 

3. 1 regret, also, to add, that I received, by last mail, what 1 consider a most 
improper memorial, submitting most unfounded and unjust claims, from Mr. Moms 
and the artisans. I lw*g to annex copy of this document, as also of my reply, which 
latter will, 1 trust, meet with your Lordship’s approval. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MERE1VETHER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 631. 

Messrs. Morris, Hrampton, Sr., to Lieutinant-Colonel Merexrether. 

Sir, Suez, May 23, 1867. 

WE (the Abyssinian Stair) l>eg most respectfully to claim your kind attention to 
the follow ing, viz.:— 

It is my intention, on my own liehalf, as also that of the artizans comprising the 
Abyssinian Stall* in the service of Her Majesty’s Government, to represent our case, and 
apply, in proper form, to the Secretary of State for Foreign Adairs for the balance of 
our three years’ pay, due us by the terms of our agreement, viz., “That in the event of 
death or of sickness, contracted from badness of climate, compelling return to England, 
and the Emperor failing to act up to the engagement, the amount of the three years’ 
salary remaining unpaid to the said [name specified] shall l>o guaranteed and paid by 
Her Majesty’s Government to the appointed heirs or assigns of each or all in the first 
instance, or to themsehos or persons accredited by themselves in the second." 

We an* w ell aware that the Emperor has failed to act up to his engagemert, w hich 
is still further verified by the fact of the Stall’ being sent home. «hir ]>osition a’ present 
is very different than when we left England, when you will consider how we were then 
circumstanced. On my appointment as Assistant Engineer to this exjxdition, I set 
aside the promise of a good appointment as Resident Engineer on a line of railway to 
be constructed in Paraguasmi, in Brazil, at a liberal salan, which I believe to In* now 
tilled up. John Brampton (fitter) and the late Charles Bower, left their employment 
at the Woolwich Arsenal, where they had been working for year*, the latter with the 
promise of shortly lwing promoted to foreman moulder. Richard Joy (carpenter) gave 
up his situation as foreman carpenter on the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway, 
Ireland, which he held for twelve years. George tlnrr (gunsmith) gave up a lucrative 
business on his own account, and William Lewert» bind a good situation as chief steward 
in the steaiu-ship “ Collingwood.” We need hardly remark that, individually, would we 
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have forfeited our respective positions to join the Abyssinian expedition on terms other 
than that the appointment was to have been for three years certain, or that in the event of 
our being obliged to return to Englaud, the balance of our three years’ pay, guaranteed 
us by Her Majesty’s Government, would be paid us ? These were the inducements held 
held forth, which still hold good, and well know that in the present unsettled state 
of things at home will find very great difficulty in getting employment again for, 
perhaps, some time to come; the prospects of realizing a good and useful position 
for ourselves have suddenly and unexpectedly been withdrawn from us, being, whilst at 
Massowali, and up to the present, quite ready and willing to enter into the Emperor’s 
sen ice. It is not unreasonable to suppose that, had we'any doubt or conception that 
we would have been sent home at the end of nearly seven months, with our salary 
merely paid up to the 31st of 3L»y, I’m sure we would have thought otherwise; in fact, 
leaving us in little letter condition than when we left home. We, whilst at Mon cool oo, 
suffered a great deal from the intensity of the heat and change of climate, which time 
alone can restore to us. In the aspect of our position, on our return to England, and 
from the very deep interest taken in the whole proceedings of the Abyssinian expedition 
by the British public, we sin? no reason why Her Majesty’s Government should not 
accede to our claims which we arc justly entitled to, which is only a just reeomi>ense 
for the risk we then prepared to encounter. It is my intention to have our ease 
properly represented on our arrival at England, and would most respectfully beg your 
kind and valuable assistance in having our claim satisfied. Apologizing for thus 
troubling you, we beg, Ac. 

(Signed) JOHN C. MORRTS, Assistant Engineer. 

JOHN BRAMPTON, Fitter . 

RICHARD JOY, Carpenter. 

GEO. CARR, Gunsmith. 

WILLIAM LEWER, Steward and Storekeeper. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 634. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Morris and others. 

I MOST certainly can in no way support the Memorial you have sent to me, and 
it was with much surprise tliat I received it, considering the circumstances under 
w hich you were* engaged, and the terms, of which you have all a copy. Therein it is 
distinctly stated that the three years’ salary* was guaranteed to you only alter you had 
entered the King of Abyssinia’s service, and in the event of the King not paying you 
for services rendered to him during the time you might bo in his employ.* It was 
farther added, that in the event of its being found that personal risk would attend 
your entering the country*, that you would not Ik* required to do so, but Ik* sent back 
to England, your expenses home paid, and your salary given to you up to the date of 
your arrival. All this lias been strictly adhered to, and your salary account made up 
and paid to the 31st May, the anticipated date of your reaching England. Delay on 
your way home occurred from circumstances over which you had no control. This’w ill 
he taken into consideration, and the pay for the extra days given to you when the time 
is known. 

As mentioned in a reply sent by me to a letter left here by the artizans, you 
have none of you anything to complain of; on the contrary, you have, one and all, 
Ikn'ii most lilK*rally treated throughout. Your passages out and home have been paid ; 
a sum of money was given you for outfit, which you an* allowed to retain ; living was 
supplied to you free for the entire period you have lx*cn away from England ; and you 
have received very high pay while you have been employed; in fact, you have gained 
between seven and eight months’ good salary, being maintained, besides, the whole 
time, without doing a day’s w*ork. 

M itli regard to any situation you left to come out here, it is unnecessary to 
observe more than that the high salary and clearness of success offered were* your 
inducements for quitting what you held Deforc, and you acted of your own free will. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


7 D 
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No. 635. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Speedy. 

g* r Foreign Office, June 29, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
l*t ultimo, requesting the appointment of British Vice-Consul at Massowrii, or some 
other jjout in the East; and 1 am to state to you in reply that his Lordship has no 
opportunity at present of employing you. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 036. 

From War Office, July 1, 1807. 


No. 637. 

Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 1.) 

My Lord, Bekesboume , June 29, 1867. 

WITH reference to the letter which I had the honour to address to your Lordship 
on the 13th instant, in reply to Mr. Hammond’s letter of the 8th instant, I now take 
the liberty of offering a few additional remarks. 1 am induced to do so by the bellicose 
tone assumed hy many of the organs of public opinion since the Abyssinian question 
was mooted in the House of lxmls on the 21st instant, from which it may lx* inferred 
that hostile measure* against the Emperor Theodore will ere long ensue. 

Should such be the case, I trust my suggestion a* to securing the assistance 
of Wnagsltum Gobazye, the actual ruler of North-Eastern Abyssinia, will not lx* 
disregarded. 

At the same time I would beg leave to represent to your Lordship that it would 
hardly he fair to the British nation if the whole cost of any warlike operation* that 
may be decided on were borne by the linj>erinl Treasury ; inasmuch as the Government 
of India is not less responsible than the Home Government for the breach l>etweea 
England and Abyssinia, if indeed it might not be contended that the mischief originated 
with tin* Indian authorities. 

In order to explain my meaning, T would ask permission to refer to the facts 
bearing on the stihj *et, which are brought together in my recently published work, 
“The British Captives in Abyssinia.** 

From what is stated in page 78 of that work, it appears that in October 1862, 
Consul Cameron, in contemplation of his having to leave Abyssinia for the purpose of 
accompanying to England the projected Embassy from the Emperor Theodore, wrote 
to Earl Bussell in these terms:—“ As it is desirable, on every account, that we should 
not be without a correspondence in Abyssinia for a considerable time, I am preparing a 
letter on the subject to the Resident at Aden, a copy of which will lx* herewith 
inclosed.” 

The said letter to the Resident at Aden is not given in the papers laid lx*fore 
Parliament; but (as is explained in page 79 of my work) it was written at the instance 
of Samuel Georgis or Hussein, my servant, on my journey to Shoa in 1810, who 
became (so to sav) a party to Major Harris’s Mission to *he King of that country in 
1811, and who has now acquired greater notoriety as “Samuel, the Emperor’s 
steward;" and it was to the effect that the Government of India should forthwith 
dispatch to the Court of the Emperor Theodore a political Mission similar to that sent 
from Bombay to King Sahela Selasye. 

With this letter for the Resident at Aden and his other despatches, as likewise 
with one from the Emperor of Abyssinia to the Queen of England, Consul Cameron 
left the camp in Godjam for the* coast in the beginning of November 1862, and (as is 
8tnt4*d in page 92 of my work) “ in the month of June 1863 Captain Cameron found 
his way back to Gondar, from his lengthened excursion in the north. His position was a 
most pitiable one. He had brought with hiiii no answer from the Queen of England 
to the Emperor's letter of October 31, 1862; but, from the greater proximity of India, 
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and apparently a greater alacrity there than at home in answering letters, he had 
a deClded ne ^® tive the proposal made for a Mission to he sent from 

There were doubtless other causes tending to irritate the Emperor against Consul 
Cameron, arising from the altered policy of Her Majesty’s Government with respect to 
Abyssinia and the Abyssinian*. But, without alluding further to those matter here 
it will be sufficient to rejxat (as is stated by me in page 97) that the Emix-ror “ could 
only regard the refusal of the Government of Bom I my to treat him as they had 
ormerly treated the King of Shoa, now become his vassal, as an additional proof of 
this change of feeling and conduct towards him.** 1 

l ^ °-!! J I s - truo that w,lon Consul Cameron met the Emperor in July 1863 he 

\ \ U \ UO fr T t , ho Quocn of England, but It may lx* regarded as 
ct rtam that had it not been for the subsequent imprisonment of that officer, the 

♦Unt^^r 8 l° V r ' vol . lld to th , 1 . s , (Ia * v I,ave remained unnoticed. And even supposing 
tl a letter to have been replied to without delay, Her Majesty’s answer at that time 
non d assuredly have been written in precisely the same spirit as that which had 
already been given by the Governor of Bombay to the Emperor’s proposal; so that it 
maj be conjectured that the reason why no such answer was sent/ is, that it was ' 

T t le 3™* 10 VVTit « for the purpose of repeating what 
had already been said m Her Majesty s name by her representative at Bomlmy. 

It would therefore seem that under all the circumstances it would be anything but 
lair to the British ratepayers at home to throw upon them the whole of the heavy 
ex)K*nses of the proceedings against tin* Emperor of Abyssinia; and that, on the 
contrary, justice requires that the Indian Treasury’ should bear its proportion of those 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Minutes. 

Simply acknowledge ? Or, don’t answer ? J. MURRAY. 

Acknowledge. 

S. 


No. 638. 

Mr. Petherirk to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 2.) 

wrnr r. r < i Tookul, Henley-on-Thames, July l, 1867. 

i ^ II reference to my despatch to Mr. Colquhoun, then Iler Majesty’s Agent 

Khartoum, January 1, 1861,* communh ating the 
...... ; V °r - A,r - , C ^ ul Cameron s imprisonment, and my willingness to place 

C<>nnwt?< ,1 lv’it" S tl° Sa K 1 r r » for the execution of any mission in 

l", 1 ' (he ® u | , J e c t to the Court of Abyssinia ; although I had provided myself 

my 3 1 1>rL ' S0 ‘ ' nCvd U0t mfon " >' <mr lxmls,,i l’ »»«» I received no reply to 

. J be s .'‘['j , 'F ! n . ow occupying the attention of the Government and the public 
r ", <,lr P"“s t anco of the approaching visit of the Viceroy or Egypt? I beg 

to reie is? ?•*' t ^eve ll 1R in power to suggest a means of coercing I'heodore 
to release his captives without the alternative of an invasion. b 

Should your Lordship grant me an interview, I shall he happy to submit my views 
for the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. ? 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN PETUERICK. 


Minutes. 

• T¥ s P orson '^s Consul at Khartoum. Query: Request him to put hi* suggestions 
U1 Wntmg _ J. MURRAY. 


\cs; but say if he prefers to state them verbally, I will see him. 

__ 8 . 


• Iucloture 1 is No. 17. 
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No. 639. 

Major-General Sir E. Lugard to Mr. Murray.—(Received July 2.) 

R . War Office, July 2, 1867. 

1,% I AM directed hr the Sectary of State for War to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 25th ultimo,* relative to the measures to be taken for obtaining the 

release of the British captives in Abyssinia. _, .. 

In reply, I am to transmit to you, for the information of Lord Stanley, the accom- 

panying J.py of a letter which Sir John Eakington has caused to be grossed to the 
Secretary of State for India in Council, containing an expression of the news enter- 

tained by Sir J. Palrington on the subject. 

7 I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD LUGARD. 


Minute. 


This is satisfactory. 


E. II. 


Inclosure in No. 639. 


Major-General Sir E. Lugard to Mr. Merivale. 
gip J July 2,1867. 

’ i AM directs by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you the accom¬ 
panying copy of a letter from the Foreign Office, relative to the measures to be taken 
for obtaining the release of the British captives in Abyssinia, and I am to request that 
you will move the Secretary of State for India in Council to enable Sir J. Pakmgton to 

answer Lord Stanley’s inquiries. ...... 

RirJ. Pakington is decidedly of opinion that the force, m the event of its being 
determined to send one, should be provided from India, and that the whole expedition 
should be organised at and proceed from Bombay; and he considers, so far as he is able 
to judge, that Major-General Sir W. Coglilan is an officer well suited for commanding 
the force and conducting the expedition, and also that the Rev. Percy Badger should 
lx* attached to the expedition as Political Agent and Interpreter. 

With reference to paragraph 7 of Mr. Murray’s letter, it appears to Sir John 
Pakington that it would Ik* advisable, as a preliminary step, that Major-General Sir W. 
Coghlnu should proceed to Massowah as soon as practicable, accompanied by 
Mr. Badger, and be met there by a selected medical officer, a commissariat officer, 
and an officer of the Quartermaster-General's Department from Bombay, to inspect 
the locality and settle what arrangements would lx* necessary for the landing, reception, 
feeding, &o., of the force, in the event of its being necessary to send one. 

Sir W. Coglilan and Mr. Badger might, moreover, be empowered to negotiate 
with the tribes, and use such means as they deem fit, to ascertain whether the 
release of the captives could not be effected without having recourse to arms. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD LUGARD. 



No. 640. 

The Rev. E. Reed to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 2.) 

My Lord, United University Club , Pall Mall East, June 29, 1867. 

IN answer to your Lordship’s request received this morning, “ for any suggestion 
tending to the release of the Abyssinian captives,” I beg to state what I believe to have 
been, if not the chief, at least one co-operating cause of their capture and detention. A 
knowledge of this fatal disease (Theodore's ugly temper to us) may lead to some 
remedy, without the sacrifice of the victims, or without a ruinous war after their 
immolation. 

A few years since, a party or Company (French) obtained from Theodore exten¬ 
sive grants of lands and other valuable privileges. These interests and their aims were 

• No. 626. 


i 




directed to exclude all others likely to compete or interfere with them as then Imperial 
favourites and then masters of the situation. * 

„_' 6 °J ne fr°m Abyssinia to Pari, to obtain the countenance and 

support of the French Government; in short, to make some official locus standi, and 

tu , ralsc funds - ■ n,ese official transactions remained a profound secret, and never 
appeared m any shape before the public. 

In the autumn of 1865, the leaders of this secret speculation started from Paris to 
return to Abyssinia; mid on arriving at Marseilles, and before they embarked, a 

official m ! “J ? e * PatChed fr ° m Pttm ’ a,lnullin ? or cancelling, or limiting, the supplied 

filler proceedings, created a difference of opinion, 
discontent, and a sort of dissolution as a Government question. 1 

, .,° ne difficulty here is to ascertain whether this be true, and if true, how and how 

far it can lx? turned to account in this difficult and delicate question. 

From and through the French police you may expect nothing. It is so compli¬ 
cated, that oue Department need not necessarily know the secrete of the next Deiwirt- 
raent and any past fact may lie ignored as not known, never existing, or impossible? 

! fear that any further remarks may be considered out of order. But the facts 

parU^U^mJrivM 16 l ° m6 whUe rcsident [n Paris [n 1*05, personally from the 

1 »? a vad;l, that I felt reluctant to furnish the Earl Russell with the names and 
detail*, m 1806, fearing that I might compromise some of the heads of this secret 
mission and speculation with the French Government. 

I trust that vour Lordship’s good sense will excuse this hasty and imperfect state- 
mnet; and one line m answer that this lias met your Lordship’s notice, addressed 
your* ^ 8ldenec »* Pcv * Edward Reed, 20, Royal Crescent, Notting Hill, will oblige, 


(Signed) 


E. REED. 


Acknowledge receipt. 


Minute. 

J. M. 

8 . 

No. on. 


Mr. Lespard to Lord Stanley.—[Received July 4.) 

p. „ U1 a . Bangor House , Buckingham Road, Brighton, 

Right Honourable Sir, 1867 

, , Vm C !T le0 f of tlM | Abyssinian captives appears to lx* a most difficult matter, I 
t ® k ® thl 1 > ° s ‘ l gge«ting a plan that I think would he likely to succeed. Every 

civilized Government or nation must sympathize; hence could not a joint demand be 
made, or at least a request, from every European Power? I cannot help thinking this 
would effect more than all the presents you could scud. ° 

1 should think that no Power would object; and if it should succeed, no individual 
would be more pleased than your obedient servant, &c. 

(Signed) W. LE8PARD. 


Minute. 


Acknowledge receipt, and thank. 


J. M. 
8 . 


No. 642. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Beke. 

by W 10 ofyowtetterofihe 

I am, &c. 

_ (Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 
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No. 643. 

Colonel Haley to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 4.) 

My Lord, 12, St. Stephen'a Road, Hammersmith, July 3, 1867. 

AS it would appear that it is in contemplation to take steps for the release of the 
prisoners so long in such sore custody in Abyssinia, I venture to do myself the honour 
to offer, with all due deference, the following remarks, suggestions, Ac., trusting that 
mv great experience of such characters as this demi-savage of the wilds of Africa, and 
with jungle and irregular warfare, as in part certified by the inclosed testimonials, will 
plead my excuse for the liberty I am taking. 

Further, I have the less hesitation in doing so from feeling convinced that if an 
expedition is undertaken unadvisedly, or in the general routine in such matters, and 
more particularly should part of the force employed lie taken from the—unhappily, at 
present—disorganized Native army of India, if it prove not a failure, will at least lie a 
most disastrous one; and it is only necessary to remember the Bhootan Expedition to 
show why this should be anticipated. 8o far from any improvement having since 
taken place, day by day only shows still more the miserable working of the suicidal 
system under which a fine army was broken up, and a heterogeneous mass constituted 
in its stead, in which all confidence in themselves and reliance on their officers has been 
totally destroyed. « 

Nor is the system of discipline, training, Ac., of Iler Majesty’s European Regi¬ 
ments of the Line much better calculated to meet the emergency or insure the success 
of such an enterprise; and it must la* well known to your I/mlship that at no time has 
the British soldier shone less than in jungle and irregular warfare. 

1 would therefore suggest (and the accompanying Paj>er* will show that it is no 
new idea of mine, but one long ago proposed, and which 1 was permitted to cany out 
by the Indian Government) that a Rpccial force should Ik* organized of picked men 
whose constitutions have proved to be more fitted for work and exposure in a tropical 
climate, and to whom experience has given that training so necessary for an under¬ 
taking of so hazardous a nature as carrying war into an unknown and difficult country, 
and unhealthy climate to strangers, as then? is reason to fear that Abyssinia may 
prove to be. 

The European portion of such a force, of which there should lie sufficient to lorm 
a safe reserve, would be the more difficult to deal w ith, the constitution of the British 
army not admitting of utilizing it, ns might In* done were its memliers entertained for 
general service in it, as was the case with the European force of the East India 
Company, which better system enabled the State to make use of the services of their 
men individually as they were found most fitted; whereas a British soldier once enlisted 
for any particular branch or regiment cannot be transferred, except with his own 
consent. 

The injurious working of this system during war time has more than once been 
unpleasantly obvious in the untrained boys that have had to Ik* sent out to take the 
place of the* men killed and placed hors de combat during a campaign; and this was 
never mow* unfortunately evident than during the Crimean war. 

That the late Recruiting Commissions should have overlooked a matter of such 
vital importance to flu* well-lH*ingof the army is indeed strange, and only to lie accounted 
for by the weight of preconceived ideas and* associations, ever sure to prejudice those 
trained to any system in which even the greatest evils may exist. 

It may ap|x*ar that 1 have here digressed from the original intention of this letter, 
but scarcely so when, taking into consideration its connexion with my present advocacy 
of a special pickl'd force for sendee in Abyssinia, and which 1 propose should be a 
selection of men whose acclimatized constitutions have proved them to be fitted for 
work in a tropical climate, and whose experience has given vliat training so essential at 
all times to make a good aud efficient soldier, more particularly (railed for when taking 
the field, and carrying war into an unknown country, the climate of which there is 
reason for supposing is hut ill adapted for the material employed. 

This latter supposition, however, suggests w hat would appear to lie, in jiart, an 
easy remedy, via., the employment of a largo local Native contingent, and which would, 
no doubt, likewise lx* of cheap attainment as saving the expense of transport, always a 
large item in such expeditions. It would likew ise appear to lx* the more politic, as 
well as the readiest inode of meeting the difficulty, as many of the adjoining tribes 
would, no doubt, lx* easily iudu**ejl to join, more particularly theptxipleof Souakin.who, 

• At pagw 31, 35, and 36 of ** Remarks on Cholera,” by Colonel G. T. Haley, forwarded by book port. 
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^tok 1 &»r^; race ’ “* *“ 1,6 tmftiend * to *»*« 

* nd .y cl ? na ^ ma , t ‘T iaI »P«*% be formed into an efficient 

orNati™ tho ff lect ^ 1 for their knowledge in the field and management 

the “ }?** 80 would not onl y •» the most useful during 

but ■** '•"‘anls as a check on the present, or auv other unscrupulous 
rules of Abyssinia can scarcely be a question. 1 

Of the Native element from India I have already expressed mv oninion but still a 

^dfX th ! armi, ' S bo,h of «*»• ™<1 Bombay, which if well 

n^Jnt ly thf»n? d D r gh d ° ^ st ' rv,ce ’ 1,ut then ‘ is always at handf at least for the 

KmlVfllt of the CorI “ ° f ,‘ h T 8ap,WrN ai,<1 of ,n,lia ' mon ' 

' h! ‘, of ""‘.Madras Residency, who have ever proved themselves good and rue 

SSKrfSKT "T 0OnS,i,U ' ,,m r f f Mvuliar ‘y »*««ly nature, rendering them 

w.dTillLe Un i er fa "K ues a,l(l pttvations than most triops, as 

wen as less liable to suffer from the effects of disease or climate. 

w iT ♦ i™ 1 ’ 1 fnist to lie excused for offering an opinion on the diplomacy to ho 
tFi r lemTLlTa ex E CTIcnc *‘ T h ! oh “ not s,n;l11 m <»>cli eases, and with sue!) indiViduals 
“,i! f ' nn,‘T Jr ’ w that a determined and even threatening 

far m , or ? “I 1 V* Produce salutary etleets than any other; and that if Kine 
nmnlore were to be distinctly informed that he would be held personally resimiwibk in 
all way for the life and safety of Her Britannic Majesty’s subjects, and more particularly 

l keto°tolX.T. un J ust| y an < ,< r >"’"y treaUHi and imwrecmUxl, ,’hat it TS 
likt'ly to bnng him to reason than ought else. 

I shall only father mid that if my sendees can Imj of any avail they only need to 

Sr^Xiy 1C ° r lrilitar y employment! and tlint I would more 

GSSSJSf I'prop'wp. ' ** comiua,,<1 ’ organuation. &o. of the Native Local 

With many apologies for the litierty I have here taken. 

I iun, Ac. 

(Signed) G T. HALY, 

Madras Army, and late Her Majesty's 108/A Foot. 


P* S.—I can confidently 
fitness for the employment I 


rafer your Lordship to Sir Hope Grant, in reference to my 

G. T. II. 


Minute. 

to JfcZ 1 AnS , W ° r - Tl>“n k s; but add, that any suggestions he has to make in rcirard 
to the F„rei> Offi™ 8 J UCr *' ad<Wd to Sei’rotmy of State for War than 

_ J. MUltRAY. 


Inclosure in No. 6-13. 

T '.ti”*maU of the Service, Military, Maguterial, Political, and Police, of Colonel 
U. T. Italy y of the Madras Army, late Commanding Her Majesty's 108/A Foot. 


From Ike Earl of Donougkmore, P.C., late President of Ike Board of Trade, &r. 

M N WEF T that 1 T T" 80<1 T nted wi". 

and that I consider him to lx? particularly well minJiflivI fin « ’F *• * 

vigilant and zealous Police Foree was most necessary. ‘ ^ frecpient, and a 

(8igned) DONOUGHMORJ3. 


fca 
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Isord Harris, fyc., (late Governor of Madras ), Chamberlain to H.R.H. the Prince of 

Wales. 

August 24, 1865. 

Colonel ITalv served as the Commandant of a Police Corps during the period of my 
residence at Madras, and I liad every reason to believe him to be an able and zealous 
officer. 

(Signed) HARRIS. 


From Sir Thomas Cochrane, G.C.B., Admiral of the Fleet. 

My dear Sir, Quarr Abbey House, Ryde , August 27, 1865. 

I have a lively recollection of your services in India in the confidential post you 
filled in that country; and I feel persuaded that there is no situation you may fill in 
which you will not perform its duties with satisfaction to your employers, and advantage 
to the cause you undertake. 

(Signed) TU08. COCHRANE. 


From Sir Henry Montgomery, Bart., fyc. 

Dear Colonel Haly London, September 8, 1865. 

My having held the office of Chief Socretaiy to the Government of Madras during 
the time you we.ro employed in Vizagnpatam ami Malabar, enables me to testily to your 
zealous performance of the duty entrusted to you of organizing and commanding the 
Police Corps, formed for the purpose of maintaining order in parts of the Madras 
territories which had suffered from the offences of fanatics and disaffected bands. 

The Government, t remember, gave you great latitude, in the exercise of your duties, 
and were satisfied with your successful exert ions to render the Corps under your command 
efficient. 

It was in consequence of your success in Vizagnpatam that vou were selected to 
introduce n Police Corps in Malabar, and so long as I remained in India, I always 
understood that the Corns maintained its character and did good sendee. 

I doubt not you will Ik* able to discharge with credit the duties of a Police Officer, 
and l shall 1 m* glad to hear that you succeed in obtaining an employment for which 
your previous experience in similar duties renders you specially qualified. 

(Signed) U. G. MONTGOMERY. 


flrom P. B. Smollett, Esq., M.P., 5jc. 

My dear Colonel Haly, Cameron House, August 24, 1865. 

I sincerely wish that I could he of any assistance to you. I can only say that 
while you served in India, under my immediate orders, in the Political Department, I 
had every reason to be satisfied with your conduct. I had known you in the list 
Regiment, N.I., as a good Regimental Officer. In raising,equipping, and commanding 
the Irregular Police Corps in the Yiznganatam District, your services were invaluable 
to me, as a Magistrate, and the Corps itself was always kept in a high state of efficiency. 
The character you had acquired by your services in the Vizappatam'District led after¬ 
wards to your employment on similar duties in Malabar, both in cliarge of a Police 
Corps, and ns a Magistrate and Justice of Peace. 

If my testimony to your zealous lalxmrs and constant devotion to your duties as an 
Officer of Police for two or more years, under my immediate orders, can Ik* of any use 
io you, you are at liberty to produce this letter in lieu of any more formal recognition 
of your services. 

(Signed) P. B. SMOLLETT. 


From Sir J. Hope Grant, G.C.B., 8(c. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Haly. lately in command of the 108th Regiment, was under my 
command in the Madras Presidency, and also served with me in China in the first war 
while I was Assistant-Adjutar t-General of the force there. I have always found Colonel 


Haly a zealous and good officer, and can recommend him strongly for any active duty. 
He was selected to fill the appointment of Police Magistrate by Sir Henry Pottinger! 
in China, and I believe raised a Police Corps in the Madras Presidency. 

(Signed) J. HOPE GRANT. Lieutenant-General. 

From Major-General C. A. Browne , late Secretary to the Madras Government. 

My dear Haly, 8t. Helier's, Jersey , August 26, 1865. 

I shall be very glad if any testimony from me in your favour may be of any assistance 
to you. Knowing you, as I have done for many years, as a most active officer, and of 
considerable experience in command, both of Regular and Irregular Corps, as well as 
Indian Military Police, I have no hesitation in stating that I consider you highly 
qualified for the office you are seeking. 

(Signed) C. A. BROWNE, Madras Army. 

Fron Major-General Philip Anstruther, C.B. 

^ , , . London, August 25, 1865. 

Colonel (t. 1. naly, late of the 108th foot, w hom 1 have long known and intimately, 
is desirous of obtaining a situation in the Constabulary force, and 1 cannot imagine a 
fitter man for the appointment. 

He lias held two police commands in India, having previously organized the police 
of llong Kong, and is well known to all the old olliers of the Madras army as a fearless 
horseman, a brave soldier, and zealous and activo officer. 

He has asked me to certify to his character, and I have the greatest pleasure in so 
doing ; his soldierly character, and great hcxlily strength and activity, point liira out as 
smgularly well fitted for such an appointmeut. 

(Signed) 1\ ANSTRUTHER. 

From Lieutenant-General James Bell, Madras Army, 8fc. 

r , t i i , „ , , ^ Cheltenham , Septembers, 1865. 

I certify that I have long known Colonel G. T. llaly, formerly of the Madras 
army He was on more than one occasion under my command; and I have always 
found lum most intelligent and zealous in the discharge of his duti<*. lie rendered 
go<)d service to the Government in raising police corps, both in the Northern Division 
and on the \\ estern Coast of the Madras Presidency, and I have never hoard him 
spoken of hut as a most efficient and able officer in that particular line. I feel the 
fullest confidence, that in any situation of trust, responsibility, or danger, ho may bo 

placed in, he will always prove himself worthy of the reputation he has always earned 
as an onioer. * 

(Signed) J. BELL, Lieutenant-General. 


From Major-General G. Balfour, R A., C.B. 

My dear Haly, Atherueum Club, September 15, 1865 

,, m y position as Consul at Shanghai, and in office at Madras as member of 

the Military Board, and Inspector-General of Ordnance, I I,ml many openings for 
obtaining a knowledge of your services, and as the active and intelligent oflienkth 
with nyuhir troops and with police in China, in the Northern Cirears, and in Malabar 
1 can justly and honestly say, that you were fully recognized to have merited the 
approbation of Government for your services; and though we may In* looked unon as 
too n<*ar each other m rank and total service to justify me in expressing a word of 
commendation, still, as one w ho has had a fair opportunity of judging a brother officer 
I must say that you have zealously and efficiently' performed your duty ’ 

(Signed) G. BALFOUR. 
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From the Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army. 

8 j r Fort St. George, January 25, 1860. 

’ gir Patrick Grant directs me to inform you tliat he considers that the state of 
proficiency in their military duties, to which the men of this large detachment are 
re,>ort 4 *d by you to have been brought, is most creditable to the zeal and exertions of 
yourself, and of the officers and non-commissioned officers whose names you have 
brought to notice. Your success in bringing a body of raw recruits into such a state 
of discipline and efficiency, as render them equal to the performance of garrison duty 
in course of the voyage from England, is unprecedented; and I am instructed to render 
to you his Excellency’s beet acknowledgments for the important services you have thus 

rendered. _ rtAArt> . 

(Signed) C. COOKE, Mayor. 


From the Rev. John P. Ashton. 

My (liar Major Haly, Ship “ Trafalgar." January 14, I860. 

Fearing that a few words at parting would not express all that 1 tccl m relaUon 
to yourself, l take this opportunity to show you more fully the sense I have ot your 
great kindness to me throughout the voyage. Though I consider it the duty ot every 
commanding officer to take can* of the moral and religious welfare of his troops, yet 
there is much room for difference is degree of attention paid to this duty. Now none 
could show more willingness in this respect than yourself; and l shall never forget the 
feelings of encouragement I experienced on finding that you were ready to forward, it 
not to anticipate, every effort I might, endeavour to put forth. I his wa* particularly 
the cose with the Bible classes, where every possible facility was granted that could 
have l>een expected or desired in the way of giving free access and good accommoda¬ 
tion. The only cams* 1 have for regret is, that my duties did not allow me to give 
myself more completely to a work in which 1 received so much encouragement from 

both officers and men. . . 

I pray God that you may Is* bountiftilly rewanlcd for all you self-denying efforts, 
and that while your are earing for the bodies and souls ot your men. If is mm Spirit 
mnv ever he present in your own heart; and while proN|x*ring in t hi.- world, you may 
he ripening for another and liciter. You know as well as I the necessity for personal 
religion, and it is my prayer that you may never lx* wanting in this respect. 

I may be allowed also to express my great admiration at the manner in which you 
have looked after the daily wants of the troops, and the excellent discipline that you 
have bi*cn enabled to iiist'ill into them, notwithstanding the many disadwintnges under 
w hiHi you have been obliged to lalsmr. Happy would our country and our colonies 
1 h», if all our officers showed an equal interest in the welfare of their men. and an equal 

skill in carrying out their good intentions. 4QXTavxXT 

(Signed) JOHN P. ASIITON. 


Statement of Services of Lieutenant. Colonel G. 7. Haly, lot - of the Madras Army, and of 

the lOfefA Loot. 


Was employed against the hill insurgents in Kimedv* will the list Regiment, 
Native Infantry. 

Served in India.t Was at the storming of Chinkeaulbo, and tin* o|K*mtions at 
Nankin; appointed Police Magistrate at llong Kong. Was employed against the hill 
insurgents m the Goleondah Zemindary. 

Formed the combined attack against the Tower of Amixoarah, in Goomsoor. 

Served with the force that proceeded against the Rajah of Nagode. Engaged in 
the taking of the Stockade of Huratputteghur. 

Raised, trained and commanded Goleondah Sebundies. W as engaged in suppress¬ 
ing a rebellion in the Jeypoor country. 

Commanded detachment* of He* Majesty's 7 Rh Highlanders, and Malabar Police 
Corps, on an expedition against the .Mdplah insurgents. 

• W as woui'di*<t by a matchlock ball, 
f Received a medal lor services m China. 
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Raised, trained, and commanded Malabar Police Corps with the powers of a joint 
Magistrate and Justice of the Peace. 

Commanded 41st Regiment, Native Infantry, in Burmah. 

Commanded Her Majesty’s 108 Foot from July 1803, to January, 1804. 

India Office, September 2, 1865. 

(Signed) HENRY C. PEARSON. 

J. H. VIVIAN, Lieutenant-General. 


No. 041. 

Mr. Hunt to Mr. Hammond.—(Received July A.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, July 3, 1867. 

THE Lord Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have had lx*fore them your 
letter of the 27th ultimo, submitting letters from the India Office dated 1st May and 
22nd June, in which application is made for the repayment of two sums of 80/. 10s. 
and 1,150/. 12*. Dd. on account of the expense's of Mr. Hussain's mission to Abyssinia. 

My Lords desire me to state, for the information of Lord Stanley, with reference to 
the letter from this department of 9th May last, respecting a claim of a similar nature, 
that they do not feel that they would lx* justifhxl in directing any payments to be made 
on their account until they have been put in possession of the information referred to in 
that letter. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) GEORGE WARD HUNT. 


Minute. 

Ask Colonel Morewether again to furnish the information in the shape that the 
Treasury require it. 

J. MURRAY. 


No. 646. 

Mr. Hearsey to Lord Stanley.—(Received July -4.) 

My Lord, /.ondon, July 2, 1867. 

MAY l beg your Lordship to forgive my apparent presumption in pointing out 
to such a skilful diplomatist as yourself a method by which I think the Abyssinian 
captives might lx* rescued with scarcely any real danger to themselves. 

Advantage might be taken of the visit of His Highness the l’osha of Egypt to this 
country, and a secret Treaty negocintcd with him. 

2. Let the British Resident l*» sent to Suakiu (a port not far from Mussowali) with 
extensive civil and military powers. 

3. Let under his direction certain regiments be raised at and about that place in 
the name of tl e Pasha of Egypt, but let those regiments lx* officered in a great measure 
in the same manner as regiments of the Turkish Contingent were during the Crimean 
War. These regiments to lx* nominally in the service of the Pasha, like the various 
contingents in India are under their native princes, but to lx* paid and disciplined by 
the British Government. 

4. Let some g«xxl vessel such as the “ Coramandel” w ith an officer of good local 
experience, such ils Lieutenant Carew, late Indian Navy, now commanding the 
“ Dalhousie” lx? dispatched to make surveys of the coast; create discontent amongst 
the subjects of the Emperor Theodore; and to make reeonnoissanecs as to favourable 
spots on which to make a descent or create a diversion; also to take arms, clothing, 
ammunition, stores, Ac., to Souakin. 

5. Let good English non-commissioned officers be dispatched to Souakin from 
Aden to assist in drilling and disciplining a contingent. 

6. Some few men who formerly served in our Turkish Contingent (Turks or 
Egyptians) might lx? obtained, and their draft into these regiments would greatly aid 
in disciplining the contingent. 
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7- hrt some individual be dispatch<*d from Souakin in disguise to make all the 
neceMary enquiries possible, and if practicable sketch out the route to Magdala. 

If no fitter person could be found to undertake this risk, I myself would be willing 
to do so on the sole condition, that if I perished in my enterprise the British Govern¬ 
ment would suitably provide for my wife and children. If I am successful, I shall 
then be able to prove that Brigadier General Rainier’a confidential report of the 1st of 
April, 18(55, was wilfully false and incorrect; and that he had been prejudiced against 
me by my Commanding Officer who was desirous of, and succeeded in obtaining my 
removal for the advancement of his nephew, who was my immediate junior iu Her 
Majesty's 107th Regiment, and that l had been cheated out of my commission by the 
zealous’ obedience to the illegal orders of my military superiors. If I fail and lose my 
life in the attempt, I shall only l>e one more victim sacrificed in a good cause, viz., 
for the honour of my country and the rescue of my countrymen from the chains of a 
cruel aavage. 

8. During the cold season without any previous declaration of war (you are dealing 
with a savage) let two or three regiments of native Infantry with a lottery and a half 
of Art,tilery* and detachments of Irregular Cavalry be sent to Souakin, advantage could 
be taken of the relief of regiments from England and a Europe, n regiment added if 
thought really necessary. 

9. Tl»us without any suspicion on the part of Theodore a blow struck from an 
Egyptian province might be effected, and if the command of the expedition was put 
under the command of an Indian Officer such as Colin, Troupe, Tombs, Beatson, 
Chamlwrluin, or any of that class of men, and not under the leadership of Horse 
Guards jx*ts such a* Cameron, I think that the prisoners might be rescued at com¬ 
paratively little cost to the British Government, and only small danger to the prisoners 
themselves. 

10. The provinces so wrested from the savage, Theodore, might be sold, or in other 
words an equivalent might Ik* given to us for them by the Pasha of Egypt. 

11. Begging vour Lmbdiip to call to mind that my grandfather in 1804 penetrated 
with Dr. Morecraft into Chinese Tartary (in the disguise of religious mendicants), then 
a country totally unknown, and in which travelling was equally difficult and dangerous 
as it would now lx* in Abyssinia. 

(Signed) ANDREW W. IIEARSEY, 

Eldest surviviny non of the late Sir J. B. Uearsey , K.C.B., and late an 
Officer of Her Majesty's 107 th Reyiment. 


Acknowledge and thank. 


Minute. 

8. 


No. 640. 

Mr. Lovell to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 4.) 

My Lord, 4, Mark Lane, London , July 2, 1867. 

L HAVE taken the liberty of addressing you on a subject which, from its serious 
aspect must lie the cause of considerable anxiety to your Lordship and Her Majesty’s 
Government, and its im|iortauce must he my only ajhilogy for thus trespassing upon 
your Lordsliin's valuable time,— l allude to the captives iu tlie kingdom of Abyssinia. 

I am informed that the expedition sent by the Government of this country last 
year to endeavour to obtain their release has failed, through the sickness of its principal 
member. If this is the case, and your Lordship should lx* desirous of making another 
peaceable and friendly effort to restore the captives to freedom and their country, I 
shall lx* glad to offer my services to convey jxTsonally any message to the Government 
of Abyssinia, or iu any other way that your Lordship may deem advisable to obtain this 
object. 

I have been many years in Africa, and have had considerable experience iu dealing 
with the chiefs and people of that country, and have recently returned from visiting 
Egypt and Nubia. Should your Lordship consider my services would be of any value 
for the purpose above referred to, I shall be glad to place them at your disposal. 

* S ting* gum, 2 24-poua<Wr*. t 38-pounder bo* t*#r; S field guns, Armstrong's; 3 mountain train, ditto. 
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_i_y g 0 ™ * of few for ? few days, bui if your Lordship thinks this 

communication worth noticing, a letter addressed to Q,., Clifton-place, NewDort. 
Monmouthshire, will bo sure to find me. * ’ mw P OTt * 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) JOSH. G. LOVELL. 


* Minu/r. 

Thank, but decline offer. 

* 8 . 


No. 647. 

Mr. Alston to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

MR. FRANCIS B. ALSTON presents his compliments^® Colonel Merewether 
and, in compliance with the request contained in bis note of the 28th of Mav hem 
leave to inclose copies of the bills delivered by Colonel Merewether into the Foreign 
Office w November last, in connexion with the Abyssinian Mission. h 


No. 6i8. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Pelherick. 

Str ' r Air . . i. r . c. , , , Fo,eign Offici-.July 5,1867. 

iam directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
1st instant, requesting an interview with his Lordship, for the purpose of suggesting a 
means of obtaining the release ol the captives in Abyssinia; and 1 am to state to you 

Inn* ! H> T r r i C<mVem f n , t l if J rou I wouU P ut y° ur suggestions in writing, but if 

>ou preli r to make them verbally, Lord Stanley is willing to grant you an interview 
ior tnat purpose. 

I am, At?. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 640. 

Mr. Murray to the Rev. E. Reed. 

20th ultimo (lirCCt ° d ^7 Stanle 7 to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of ^the 

I am, <fec. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 650. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 6.) 

Majesty’s ship " Dalhousie ” returned from Massowah^i/the morning of 
the 12th instant, bringing letters from Mr. Rassam up to the 3rd May. They were nil 
well up to that date, but naturally in a state of very deep anxiety with regard to tho 
future, the temper of the King having become more uncertain, and, what looked most 

vcnted his displeasure on the European workmen living 
at (Jaffat, whom he had hitherto invariably treated well. ” 

2. Mr. Rassam writes“ Unless you come up and take us out, I fear there will 

worlds C0Untry ' 0 “ friend thC EmpUror »° «"»*» 
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“ For the last four years he has done nothing but destroy the foundation of the 
mansion he had so nobly rearcjd. He has been going from bad to worse since the 
death of Bell, and now there is scarcely a spot in the whole of Abyssinia where peace and 
safety prevail. The poor peasantry arc now between two fire*: if they escape from 
the rebels, they are plundered by the person who ought to protect them. If this 
unhappy state of affairs lasts a year or two longer, the wretched cultivators of the soil 
and the traders must inevitably be annihilated by the sword or famine. 

“ Probably you will not be surprised to hear that the last stroke of His Majesty’s 
conciliatory jxdicy was to imprison all his Europ<*an artisans, for what cause it is 
quite impossible for me to tell, as none of the Uaffat people have had the pluck to 
write about their misfortunes, and the news which Mrs. Rosenthal gives to her husband 
is so vague that it is quite impossible for anyone to make anything out of it, save that 
on the 16th ultimo the Emperor ordered them to pack up their things, and the next 
day all their property was 4 counted,’ and they were taken up to Debra Tabor as 
prisoners. That on Tuesday, the 16th (the same day they were told to pack up their 
things), a letter reached the Emperor from Flad reporting his arrival at Matemma. 
That on Sunday, the 21st idem, every thing was returned to them save the arms, mules, 
and costly ornaments which had lx»en presented to them formerly by their Royai 
master. One of the Emperor's messengers, who left Debra Talx,r on the 22nd ultimo, 
reported that the reason the European artizans have fallen into disgrace is lx.*caus© 
they had neglected the work entrusted to them by the Emperor. It app**ars his 
Majesty had told them to east a mortar, which he wished them to finish by a certain 
time, and because they did not do so, as he had told them, lie broke up their establish¬ 
ment at (iatlat, and took them to Debra Tabor. 

“ Mr. Wablender, one of the artizans and the Emperor's favourite, sent a message 
to say (as he was afraid to write) that the Emperor had accused them of having had 
a knowledge of his * enemies’' intentions to tight him, and had kept the Set a 
secret. 1 believe these enemies are the wretched Turks, as it has l>een rumonred they 
had been building quarters for troops at Kedary and Matemma. It has also been 
reported that the European artizans had been giving assistance to the Moslems. All 
these reports are neither more nor less than a sketch of imagination, and there is no 
more truth in them than the charges brought against me at Debra Tabor on the 25th 
June last. However, there is one thing certain, that the poor European artizans arc* 
now in disgrace, and everyone expects that we shall soon have them hen* in chains, 
lly-the-by, it is also reported that the Emperor had told his European servants tluit he 
would leave them alone until the arrival of Flad, as he had some charges against them 
which could only he substantiated by that gentleman. 

“It is also reported that Flad has written him a letter from Matemma, and there 
was something in it which exasperated His Majesty. This lust rumour I certainly do 
not believe, because what could Flad have written to make the Em|>eror distrust his 
own servants? Had that been the ease whatever Flad could have said must have been 
about the Mission on which he was sent and instead of llis Majesty getting angrv 
with his own artizans he would certainly have vented his rage on me; whereas, instead 
of that, he is still very friendly, and, since his imprisonment of the workmen, he has 
sent mo a polite message to say that lie would have written to me hut that an 
emergent business which called him away from Debra Tabor prevented him from 
doing so. On the 21st ultimo he left Debra T.ibor for the lake, and it is surmised that 
he Imd made that move for the purpose of driving away some rebels who an* said to be 
waiting for Mr. Flad in order that they might carry him oil' with all the things he has 
brought with him. Flad ought to be by this time with the Emi>eror. It Is feared 
that if he brings in with him all the money and the things he brought for us from 
Massowah, they will lu» confiscated. It* wo lose the 3,000 dollars we shall Ik* badly 
off; hut I have no fear at all of such mishaps. If all the Eurojx*ans at Debra Tabor 
will he sent there as prisoners, I shall have a difficult task to maintain them all, which 
I shall 1 m* obliged to do, seeing that they w ill all 1 m* in a state of destitution. Rut if 
3,000 dollars reach me in safety wo shall have then a good supply for the winter. 
Kindly tell M. Munzinger to send up 100 dollars by each messenger he dispatches 
from Massowah,* because, even if we get the 3,000 sent by Flad, a few hundred 
dollars more will not lx* amiss in a country where money is scarce, and presents 
appreciated by all. I only hope that Her Majesty’s Government may settle the 
account here ‘promptly,’ and if it could lx* before the winter it would be letter, as 
there is no knowing what a day may bring forth. ’Hie Rasta road is lx*coming safer 
for our messengers every day, thanks to the assistance of the Chiefs of the different 

• Thit has born ordered—\V. L. M. 
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hi* throne and hi* life, for the safety of every European in his power. I shall not 
hesitate to act in such a manner should the necessity arise, but the announcement 
would have more effect on him, and on all in Abyssinia, if it came from Her Majesty’s 
Government; and I would most earnestly urge the advisability of its being so given out. 
At the very same time that it was made and sent to him, intimation should^ be also 
given to all chiefs and others in the country, that those who protect and assist European 
subjects in Abyssinia, will lie honoured and rewarded, while those who act otherwise 
will Iks treated in the same manner as the King. 

7. Now that the King has turned against the Europeans at Gaffat, the position is 
most critical certainly, but I still cling to the hope that cither this tyrant’s career may 
be brought to a close before he can reach Magdala, or cause the death of the poor 
Europeans at Debra Tabor—or, that the sense of self interest will make him careful 
how He injures. 

8. I had tho honour of receiving your Lordship’s instructions conveyed through 
Mr. Murray, dated 27th ultimo, and was thankful to find no alteration would Ik* made 
consequent on the intelligence previously forwarded by me. I would now beg leave to 
point out that the time—three months—allow«*d to the King will expire on the 17th of 
August. I would therefore suggest that the Government of India, and through it of 
Bombay, may Ik; moved to send here by that date, proper officers to collect carriage, and 
make all the necessary arrangements for the force, which I conclude will Ik- dispatched 
firom India to act in October, should King Theodorus lx* still alive, and the captives 
unreleased. 1 need hardly say that I shall he ready to afford these officers every 
assistance. Tin; earlier they come here the better, as cattle will liave to be collected 
from a distance, even from Egypt, and this takes time. 

O. Tho “ Dalhousic,” on her way down from Massowah, dropped M. Munzinger at 
Amphilla on the 10th instant., and that gentleman was to start from the coast two days 
after to survey the country between Amphilla and Like Ashangi, and if possible on to 
Lake llaik. *1 supplied him with everything required, and am confident that if the 
thing can be done, M. Munzinger will carry it out; while, at the same time, I have 
implicit trust in his discretion, that he will not needlessly run into any undue danger. 

10. 1 received a letter from Mr. Find, hut it was of old date (1st April), announcing 
his arrival at Matemma on the 20th March, and that lie was waiting a reply to tho 
letter to the King asking for an escort 

I liave, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 

P. S.—Appended also is copy of a meteorological register forwarded by Mr. Rassam, 
and kept at Magdala during tin* months of January, February, March, and April of 
this year. This is interesting; and at the same time it is very satisfactory to notice that 
the position of the prisoners possesses great advantages as far as climate is concerned. 

W. L. M. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 650. 

Dr. Blanc to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

My dear Colonel, Magdala, April 30, 1867. 

WE received yours of the 28th February only on the 25th of this month. I felt 
rather disappointed when we found that the messenger had lK*en nearly two months on 
the road, as he brought us no further intelligence than what had reached through Flad’s 
messenger. We all expected something decisive, hut were doomed to something more 
than disappointment. We hoped, at least the majority of us, that all idea of negoti¬ 
ating any more had been given up ns useless; a mere waste of time, most fatal to our 
interests. I give you, my dear Colonel, all credit. I know from what you wrote on 
your arrival at Massowah, what your intentions wen* concerning Flad, and am persuaded 
that it is only under great pressure that you allowed him to return to Abyssinia. When 
once llis Majesty declined to accept the terms offered by our Queen, no further nego¬ 
tiations ought to have been proposed, as every one ought to lx* well aware that with a 
man of Theodore’s temper, the moment that he will feel certain that his “ belat ” is of 
no avail, no one can tell to what extremities he may proceed; that is to say, if at the 
same time, he considers himself safe from retaliation. 

On the 16th of this mouth llis Majesty received a letter from Flad announcing 
his arrival at Matemma. On the 17th His Majesty proceeded to Gaffat; called the 
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Majesty, and nspiesting His Maj'l^to giyfhbn 11 "' *"■ ,li ‘ d hrought for Hi* 

met the messengers on the road and Os.jj Vi '"‘ t ' Hrt ' ° aK " “ ui<l Hint be |,arl 

Massowah. On Sunday morning the Kimr bf ' ‘ , t‘l'" 1 ,' ° n ° d,,U1 ' 1 Merewether at 
Gaffat people their money and mly jii “ d, 'P‘ ,rtl "K K»»e l»«-k to the 

mules; he told tltat the nlaee to ", i b J lad , su,d »V**f K«t bar-k our ruling, 

the rt*lx*ls; he, consequently sent us into jt' ^ , ‘ K ' alrwa * n< > t on account of 

“T-Jr ^ *“- “e-i - ^?*ar.tr4^asr 

_ 7 H 
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time ago fell from IT is Majesty’s lips, also from the tone of his last letter to us, the 
opinion is that His Majesty now begins to fear that his 44 belat ” will not succeed, and 
that the workmen will not be sent to him. This is the most reasonable explanation, 
otherwise be is cunning enough to have waited a little longer before throwing off the 
mask, well aware that if he plunders and imprisons these workmen now in his sendee 
he cannot exp<*ct others to come into the country. Except as Europeans in his power, 
he cart's hut little for them; his request for workmen was simply to get more white 
men into his hands. What has now happened places the matter beyond a doubt, and 
these poor fellows will have to pay for his disappointment. He has, without pity, 
plundered and imprisoned men who have never given him the slightest offence; on 
the contrary, who have been always most subservient to all his wishes. He will now, 
forgetful of the past, endeavour to obtain from them all the money he can; torture of 
all kinds they may expect; these art* trifles in his eyes when he has an object to attain. 
He gives back one day, and takes more the next. When once he begin* to injur**, he 
never stops. He will wait now for the arrival of Find, and when he finds that not a 
thing will lx* sent to him In* will vent his rage on the Gaffat geople, on Flail, and on 
us; every one expects it; at least I have had already several warnings from soldiers I 
have formerly attended. 

The prospect before us is anything hut cheering. It is true that our friend is 
such a curious character that often he acts the very opposite one expects; let us hope, 
therefore, for the best, not lx*ing too sanguine, as when it is for the bad the surmises 
an* pretty generally realized. A rainy season in chains is anything hut pleasant; but 
whim one thinks of the many privations and cruelties he can inflict, the prosp**ot of 
being chained by tin* hand, cast in tin* common gaol among a crow d of dirty natives, 
bullied by tin* guards, deprived of money, clothing, servants, &c., the very thought 
makes us shudder. 

Certainly, if we remain in our present position after Flail’s arrival (unless lie 
.relieves that his letter not having yet reached its destination, he may still gain his 
point), we shall certainly be astonished ; bad as it is, wo an* in paradise compared to 
tin* perfiret hell of the common gaol. 

What puzzles us is to know what people at home exjrect. Do they not know that 
every day our lives an* in danger from privations, miseries, starvation, tortuns or a 
more speedy exit? Have we not boon nearly ten months in chains, and more than a 
year prisoners? Have not the former captives almost completed their fourth year; 
and still the fatal illusion seems to persist that we will “somehow” and “someday” 
get out by fair means? Many times I have written it, since many a month l have 
been repeating almost the same words— 44 We will never get out unless force is used.” 

Time must have proved that this opinion was correct. Why wait longer? Samuel, 
when lie heard the news from Gaffat; told me, “ 1 feared it would Ire so; now, indeed, 
I tremble for you. I see, with deep regret, the blindness of your countrymen.” Why 
wait ? The crisis must fall on us someday ; why postpone il ? Why subject so many 
Europeans, with their wives and families, to all flu* horrors of Abyssinian pristm life? 
When once we were chained, was not that sufficient ? Will England continually give 
wav to a treacherous savage? Why engage workmen? why send him presents a 
reward, 1 suppose, lor his treatment of Her Mqjcsty’a servants - his friends, as he calls 
them his guests, at least, whom he publicly degraded, afterwards imprisoned, and 
chained? Why not have brought, months ago, the false host to a sens** of his duty, 
and the bully to tremble Indore retribution and justice? 

Abyssinian.* laugh at us. Npcnk to any of them of the power and greatness of 
England; they snccringly answer, 44 Why, then do you jmy us tribute? Is it not now 
on the road? Has not Find gone to fetch it?” We may wreiu ungrateful after all, 
and mistake the real motive of all these delays. I believe l have gu<*s*ed it —“They 
will all 1 m* killed should troops land,” is probably the common song when warlike 
measures an* promised, and the tune of those ignorant writers on the subject who may 
mean well, hut, nevertheless, an* the cause of much of our misery. 

Well, let him kill us; we can but die once. In their ignorance, Ahyssinians 
may find contempt for our power, but we shall certainly not give them the chance to 
sneer at English courage. Wc fear not death; but the very thought of his cruelties 
tills us with awe; to evade them, we will run any risk. Long ag » wc made up «>ur 
minds on the matter. All our friends are fully aware of our entire willingness to take 
our chance. We have begged and prayed for that moment whirl will either restore 
us to our country or end our miserable fate. 

After this, then* ought to Ire no more valid reason for delay, unless it l>e the 
difficulties in the way—they are not insurmountable; the expenses-1 would Ire 
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therefore he is a .ward. WheTno m.m. ^ AU l,,Ulil '* ■» 

impunity when he sees unerrW » W*"* torture with 

before his people, he would, in his'heart'\i “PP™**. though he might still boast 
and our hhertfes secutwl. lie k ■*<* would be 

weak whilst they cringe before the strong ,h * Ab e»mian race; tyrants on the 

nay, more so now than ".'■v!'r,Tf"this till ill' the'Tuf t' 'I'"'' il “ “ u P°“fl>le to 
opinion on the subject. His M*uc«tv *• i J:‘ st t,nu ‘ l nni able to give vou mv 
Peasants themselves were h^inn^^^flbrl!!.?! P ,un **inp Begemder. where the 
the neighbouring 1’rovime of Forara , fwwfed during this month to 

ham*, he expected. The "<>* ™P«1 the rich 

preferring esrape ,o 

r r i,h • jrr*« 

beating was going on at such a rate that *Wy«d hw trip. Hogging and 

when he rails some of his servants ti,ev ,l»T "T"!-"'* npar ,ll, ‘'uluriated masted 
ns-ommend their souls to (j,„|. Several ,f t“to the presence’ 

pretending that rebels must | M * on .TTY i a fin ‘ wa * ««*n at a short distance* 

<te sstzszrzi *■ 1 .*"".. 

all the attendants, just as if be had es" IWun'!h ’ * I ," < ' ,T " I . V "mgratulated hv 

th< most senous illness. Accord in.* ,, • Hie greatest danger or rei*ovcrcd fr.m. 

all the Hprannen J^"“V"T la ‘' I 

sfe ■Sgaps rr A 

"ill s,l; »re in the spoils. They an* 'how'ever"ti 1 '' t,M ‘ un ^rst.anding that they 
enemy, and will abandon him’™ masse t i lf , ’ H ‘ "’ or ^ *? ,dw ‘ rs . "ill never face a ‘n 
devotions hunger. moment plundering means fighting and 

Ihe letter Hallo brought from !fi« \f • 

Kunerally adopts when he means^ScWrf.fe V ” in ,h “ >‘«mble stvle he 

Tv ?•: the workmen. decljnes ‘‘nlieo, but wants his eye, ^ 

Chiefs who were^nt''time” ° f ,hi " Amba, nor of the 

z & fe.'s? •*- **• *- -» 

Is ’ tl,ey aU in their own governments. Tissat 
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Gobazi was, it is said, looking 1 out for Plad, but now that Bob is supposed to be going 
in that direction, the biggest coward of the two, and I believe it is Tissat will decamp 
and leave the road open to tin? other. On the 4th of April—it is a pity it was not on 
the 1st—a nice trick was played on our friend Bob, quite in the neighbourhood. 
Between Debra Tabor and Dahonte there is a small but rather strong amba called 
Koit, garrisoned by about 300 men. It is of the greatest importance, almost essential 
to the free communication between this Amba and Dahonte, the granary of Magdala. 
On the day in question, one of Bob’s runaway chiefs, accompanied by a few soldiers 
and peanantM, the latter carrying Itags, apparently filled with grain, presented them¬ 
selves at the gate of the fort. They said that they came from the King to provision 
the Amlta. The tale was naturally believed ; the commander of the fortress, knowing 
the officer to lx?long to Bob’s army, ordered the gate to be opened. No sooner had 
the rebel chief, his soldiers, and the would-be [teaxaDts, passed the door, tlian they 
suddenly fell on the astonished garrison and made them all prisoners. The soldiers 
joined the new self-made commandant, the former one was allowed to leave unmolested, 
accompanied by his family, but emnty-bandtxl. Fearing, however, that should Bob 
come in this direction they would lx? between two fin's, Bob and this Amba, they 
rtnnorttd all the muskets (100), stones, provisions, &©., set fin* to the place, and 
damaged it to such an extent as to render it UHeh*ss for the futun*. About a fort¬ 
night ago, Samuel was one day called before the Council, arid informed that no sick 
person in future would lx* allowed to come near tin* Nakim, as they were afraid that 
the influence thus created amongst tlu* petty chiefs wax too strong. 1 was, to tell the 
truth, not very sorry, iis I am pestered all day long, and if 1 don’t keep servants on mv 
own private account, I would lx* at the same time doctor, dispenser, sweeper, hamal, 
Ac., so I thought I would save a little money by discharging several of my servants, 
kept solely for dispensing purposes, when, unfortunately, a counter order came. It 
appears that all my patients had gone in a Ixxly to the Council, and as in many respects 
Abyssinia is a democracy, the child’s were obliged to give in, and l was requested to go 
on ns More. 

We had also a little excitement up hen* since we last wrote. On Saturday, the 
0tll, two prisoners, one who hud killed his mother by accident some three years ago, and 
who lmd never been tried, together with Lij Bane, the son of a great Shun of Tigr6, 
managed to open their chains, dressed themselves in women’s clothing (in this country 
only a long shirt), and taking advantage of tlu* market day, when all the servants go 
down to tlx* Sahimga (the market-place), they succeeded in evading the guard, and got 
on unmolested as far ax our place. The young murderer having contrived to get out 
both rings, walked faster than his <*ompanion, and |>axsod the gates More any search 
was made after him. As nothing has l>een heard of him since, it is probable that by 
this time he has reached Slum, his native country. Lij Barie wax less fortunate. lie 
could only open out* ring, and was therefore obliged to fix the chain on tlu* other leg 
by means of a piece of cloth. A youmr warrior seeing at a distance a good-looking 
young girl, approached to try on her, his powers of fascination. Whilst looking to see if 
tho ankles corresponded in elegance to the brightness of the eyes, lie wax somewhat 
surpris'd by seeing a leg completely bandaged; a few yards further, a putf of wind 
throwing up the shirt, exposal to his horror-struck gaze the unmistakable rings peeping 
here and there through tlu* folds of the bandage. He called on some soldiers at a 
distance, and with their help he recaptured the prisoner. I need iu>t my how brutally 
lu* was treated, kicked, beaten until his lift* was almost despaired of. The woman who 
gave him her shirt was literally cut to pieces, having received more than 200 lashes on 
her hare back.' All the jail prisoners were for some days more strictly guarded. It 
never nflected us, and by this time, even in the other prison, matters go cm ax before. 
1 must now finish this long letter. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Higned) H. J. BLANC. 















Inclosure 2 in No. 650. 

Meteorological Register kept at Magdala from January to April 1867. 

January 1867. 

c., cloud*; r., rain ; «., calm ; c.* , clear iky; X. hurricane; and underlined with rad for rout*. 


Day of 
Month. 


Sunset. 


Remarks. 


Mild afternoon. 

A little rain in sfternoon. 

Rained a little lost night. 

Ditto, ditto. 

Cool afternoon. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Rained a little in afternoon. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Rained a little last night and this afternoon. 

Cool afternoon. 

Ditto. 

Rained n little in morning; cool afternoon ; x . 
Rained heavily last night, and a few drops this 
afternoon. 

Mild afternoon. 

Cool afternoon. 

Mild afternoon ; x . 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Hail storm in afternoon. 

Fog in morning, 

Rained last night, and had a small shower this 
morning. 

Ditto, ditto. 

Very cold day; regular hurricane last night with 
plenty of rain. 

Very cold day. 

Mild afternoon. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto; x. 


• Receired letter from Emperor 
















Sunrise, 


£ 




Day of 
Month. 


o 


W. 


1 

9 

8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

19 

18 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
19 

90 

91 
29 
28 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


45 


45 

a. c.a. 

41 

a. c.a. 

44 

a. cj. 

45 

a. cj. 

47 

e. c.a. 

47 

a. c.a. 

47 

s. c.a. 

47 

*. c.a. 

47 

a. c.a. 

47 

a. c.a. 

47 

a. c.a. 

51 

a. c. 

48 

x. c.a. 

48 


49 


50 

i. c.a. 

50 


50 

pyi 

48 

x. c.a. 

51 


52 


51 

i. c.a. 

51 


50 


51 

x. c.a. 

51 

x. c.a. 

51 

z. c.a. 
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February 1867. 



Noon. 

Sun act. 

Remarka. 


D 

W. 

n 

W. 


o 


o 




74 

x. c.a. 

59 

a. c.a. 

Mild afternoon. 


71 

x. c.a. 

56 

a. c.a. 

Cold afternoon. 


67 

a. c.a. 


a. c.a. 

Very cold uight, and strong southerly wind all 






day. 


79 

x. c.a. 

E3 

a. c j. 

Ditto, ditto. 


73 

x. c.a. 

Kl 

a. c.a. 

Mild afternoon. 


76 

a. c.a. 

Vlts 

a. c.a. 

Cold afternoon. 


76 

a. cj. 

59 

a. c.a. 

Ditto. 



t. c.a. 

60 

a. c.a. 

Ditto 



x. c.a. 

61 

a. c.a. 

Mild afternoon. 



x. c.a. 

62 

a. c.a. 

Ditto. 


80 

x. c.a. 

64 

a. c.a. 

Ditto. 


78 


62 

a. cj. 

Ditto. 


76 


60 

a. c.a. 

Ditto. 


79 


62 

a. c.a. 

Ditto. 


79 


62 

a. cj. 

Ditto. 


79 

X, CJ. 

62 

a. c.a. 

A warm day. 


81 

x. c.a. 

61 

a. c.a. 

Ditio. 


80 

x. c.a. 

62 

a. c.a. 

Ditto. 


84 

X. CJ. 

63 

a. c.a. 

Ditto.f 


83 

a. c.a. 

65 

a. c.a. 

Ditto. 

I 

83 

a. c.a. 

65 

a. c.a. 

Ditto. 

1 

82 

x. c.a. 

62 

a. c.a. 

Ditto. 


81 

x. c.a. 

63 

a. c.a. 

Ditto. 


78 

x. c.a. 

63 

a. c.a. 

Ditto. 


80 

a. c.a. 

63 

a. c.a. 

Cold afternoon. 


80 

x. c. 

61 

x. c. 

Mild afternoon. 



x. c. 

61 

a. c. 

Cold afternoon. 


80 | 

X. c. 

63 

a. c. | 

Mild afternoon. 


March 1867 . 


Day of 

Sunrise. 

Noon. 

Sunset. 


Month. 

mm 

W. 

g 

W. 

D 

W. 


1 

0 

53 

a. c.a. 


X. CJ. 

64 

a. c.a. 

. . 

Mild afternoon. 

2 

52 

a. c.a. 

81 

X. CJ. 

65 

a. cj. 

Ditto. 

3 

50 

a. c. 

79 

X c. 

63 

a. r. 

Ditto. 

4 

52 

X. CJ. 

78 

X. c. 

62 

x. c. 

Rained a little lavt night. 

5 

52 

X. c. 

75 

X. c. 

60 

x. r. 

Rained a little last night, and we had a small 
shower this afternoon. 

6 

I I 

x. c.a. 


X. c. 

57 

a. c.s. 

Hail shower thin afternoon. 

7 

BL8 

a. r.a. 


X. c. 

61 

a. c. 

Mild afternoon. 

8 


a. c.a. 


X. c. 

61 

a. c. 

Ditto. 

9 

RiM 

x. c.a. 


X c. 

54 

a. r. 

Ham d n little in afternoon. 

• 10 

ElS 

a. r. 


a. c 

51 

a. c. 

Rained last night and also this morning, with fog. 

11 

ffjg 

a. c. 

65 

a. c. 

51 

a. c. 

Cold afternoon. 

12 

KIB 

a. e. 

69 

X. c. 

51 

a. c. 

Ditto ♦ 

13 

is 

x. e. 

72 

X. c. 

56 

a. c. 

Rained heavily this evening. 

14 

51 

a. c 

72 

X. c. 

63 

a. c. 

Mild afternoon. 

15 

51 

X. 0. 

72 

X. c. 

64 

x. c. 

Ditto. J 

16 

52 

1 . c. 

72 

X. c. 

62 

x. c. 

Had n small shower last night. 

17 

51 

X. c. 

67 

X. c. 

60 

x. c. 

Mild afternoon. 

18 


x. c. 

69 

a. c. 

55 

a. c. 

Cold afternoon f 

19 


t. c. 

71 

a. c. 

58 

a c. 

Mild afternoon. 

20* 


x. c. 

70 

I. c. 

59 

x. c. 

Heavv rain last night. 

21 


x. c. 

70 

a c. 

69 

a c. 

Mild afternoon. 

22 


x. c. 

79 

a. c. 

61 

a. e. 

Ditto. 



X. c. 

80 

a c.a. 

69 

a. c. 

Ditto. 

24 

53 

X. c. 

61 

a. c. 

61 

s. e. 

Ditto. 

25 

51 

x. e. 


a. c. 

61 

a. c. 

Ditto. 

26 

51 

X. 0. 

78 

a. c. 

61 

a. c. 

Ditto. 

27 

52 

X. C. 

72 

x. c. 

59 

a. c. 

Cold afternoon. 

28 

51 

B. c. 

:o 

X. c. 

60 

a. c. 

'Mil afternoon. 

29 

53 

X. c. 

71 

«. e. 

62 

x. c. 

Ihtto. 

30 

53 

x. c. 

73 

X. c. 

65 

a. c. 

Ditto. 

31 

49 

x. e. 

74 

X. c. 

65 

a. c. 

Ditto. 


m • ** * Received letter from Emperor. f Messengers to coast. 

J Messenger* from the coast 


Hi 
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ISo. 051. 


3/r. Davii to Lord Stanley —(Received July 6.) 

wras 

| 11 , a ?. lu ^ l T lei y * w ith Karl JtiiMsell at the Foreitm Office i uno r • f . 

Theodore on aM hhll'^h Z^Ld ‘ UI ”" ant 

tion. '11,0 Consul wrote to the i’orei J V ! ? •"" 1 W*li arms aud ammiim- 

r s c :r;M^ 

manipulation, and“Mef’^tf 
tL that- Which he has taken was wSn °" ler 

sm *=» -W 


token o f f wtot°I “u! the impre88ion 1 de *™ 1 on his Wship's mind, and no notice was 


• See Apj endix. 
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On inv return from Abyssinia I bail occasion to correspond with the India Office 
oa the coal discovery; and in one of my letters (which ydur lordship can see, page 26 
in the pamphlet which I forward by this jiost), I sugg<*»t<*l a simple and certain way of 
liberating the captives, and, at the same time re-establish a pood understanding between 
Her Majesty’s Government and King Theodore. But though SirCharles Wood replied 
to my letter, he carefully uvoub*d saying a word al>out the Abyssinian captives. 

Private fri<‘iids have repeatedly urged me to ajjpf'al to the public press, but I have 
invariably declined doing so, on account of the esteem and respect 1 have for Lord 
Clarendon, whose share in this transaction might be misconstrued by many; and, 
besides, I hoped all along, that Her Majesty’s Government would adopt some successful 
plan for effecting the object in view. _ 

I now understand that it is proposed to send an armed force to Abyssinia; and if 
this information is correct, I beg to offer my services toller Majesty s Government, 
feeling perfectly certain that I shall be able to secure a peaceful victory by a simple 
demonstration of force. My travels in different parts of Africa, my having been con¬ 
nected with African expeditions composed sometimes of 30,000 men, my knowledge of 
African character and lmbits, as is evident from my published.works, and my being 
accompanied by Professor Sapeto, who lias lived fourteen years in the very country to 
which the expedition is directed, and to whom Theodore himself is indebted for his own 
life. All these considerafions induce me to offer my services, and to speak with the 
utmost confidence of the result 1 anticipate. I have no hesitation whatever in saying, 
that we shall succeed in releasing the prisoners (if still alive), some of whom an* my 
personal friends, and of stipulating an advantageous Treaty with the Ruler of 
Abyssinia. 

Trusting that Her Majesty’s Government will accept my services, I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. DAVIS. 


Minute. 


Acknowledge. Do not think it likely that Her Majesty’s 
his services available. Thank for offer. 


Government can make 
S. 


No. 652. 

Captain Snow to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 8 ) 

My Lord, 11, Grove Place , Dromplon Road, July 8, 1867. 

Till’! accompanying extracts (which please return) will explain who I am. I 
have just arrived from a live years’ residence and travel in America. 

Captain Cameron, the Representative of the English tlag in Abyssinia, is, I find, 
still held a captive, lie was my room-mate at Manchester during the meeting of the 
British Association in 1861. 

1 have long conceived a plan for the deliverance, in a friendly manner, of him and 
his companions. The plan will not incur much expense comparatively. 1 lielicve it 
will Ik? more effectual than making war, or any further negotiations with a liarbarous 
Monarch. 

When Dr. Wolff went in search of the Bokhara captives, I volunteered to .worn, 
panv him. 1 volunteered and went in search of the unfortunate Franklin expedition. 
I did the same in reference to Captain Gardiner's untimely end by starvation among 
tin’ Fuegians. I propose the same now as regards my friend Captain Cameron. 

If your Lordship will grant me an interview l can soon explain my plans. My 
time in* England being, however, limited, as my w ife is at home at her residence on the 
Hudson, New York, 1 would request the favour of an early answer, and am, &c. 

(Signed) * AY. BARKER SNOW. 


Minute. 

Ask him to put his suggestion in writing. 

J. MURRAY. 

. 8 . 


No. 653. 

Mr. Pur day to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 9.) 

M * V c n * ~ Great Marlborough Street , July 8, 1867. 

THE following is a copy of a letter from the Rev. II. A. Stem, just received by 
his wife, and I thought it important that your Lordship should see it. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) C. II. PUR DAY. 


Inelosure in No. 653. 

The Rev. //. Stem to Mrs. Stem. 

... . , Magdala, May 2, 1867. 

I J l 81 add a line to my letter of yesterday, as it is doubtful w hether the oppor¬ 
tunity for w riting will not, before many days have elapsed, become* exceedingly difficult, 
ii not utterly impossible. J he return ot Mr. I’lad, the disappointment of the lviiur 
in not obtaining the requested accession to his white victims, anil the consciousness 
that neither intrigue nor eunning will avail him to extort fresh concessions from the 
British Government, or the generosity of British Christians, all, I believe, combine to 
bring, ere long, our melancholy and doleful history to a crisis. Every day, nav, every 
hour, wo expect to Ik* transferred to the common prison, and to got hand-cluiins again. 
Only a week ago upwards of 2(H) prisoners, among whom an* persons of high rank, were 
ordered to be executed. This indiscriminate massacre, which has probably been 
prompted by the want of guards, indicates no improvement in the tyrant’s temper. 
YW* tear that wilful, wicked misrepresentations, and cruel, unpardonable selfishness, 
uniti-d in concealing the true state of our position, and the well-known designs of the 
kmg. 

... m«wy may interpoM* and deliver us; and if not, our separation 

w ill only Ik* lor a short ]ktkh 1, and our union in glory for ever and ever. God bless 
you, my love, and the darling children; and that wo may both receive strength 
according to our need, is the prayer of your ever affectionate husband, 

(Signed) HENRY II. STERN. 


Return and thank. 


Minute. 


J. MURRAY, 

s. 


No. 054. 

Mr. Murray to Colonel Ilaly. 

Sir ’ t iif r . « . _ , c , , Foreign Office, July 8, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
3rd instant, offering your services, and making suggestions with reference to procuring 
the release of the British captives in Abyssinia; 1 am to thank you for this communi¬ 
cation, hut 1 am to add, that suggestions with regard to military operations should 
rather Ik* addressed to the Secretary of State for War than to this Office, 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 655. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Ueursey. 

Sir > Foreign Office, July 8, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
2nd instant, suggesting a mode of obtaining the release of the British captives in 
Abyssinia, and I am to thank you for tills communication. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY, 
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No. 656. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Lovell. 

£[j>' Foreign Office, July 8, 1867. 

' I AM direetfd by Lord Stanley to acknowledge tlie receipt of your letter of the 
2nd instant, offering to proceed to Abyssinia to endeavour to obtain the release of the 
British captives detained in that country; and I am to convey to you his Lordship’s 
thanks for this offer, of which, however, he will not avail himself. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 057. 

Mr. Petherick to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 8.) 

My Lord, The Tookul, Henley-on-Thames, July 7, J 867. 

IN conformity with the wishes of your Lordship, expressed to me by letter on the 
5th instant,* that it would lie more convenient if I would put my suggestions with 
roHixvt to the relief of the captives in Abyssinia in writing. I lx*g to submit the 
following brief statement of the most inexpensive and, to my mind, according to the 
present position of our relations with Theodore, the safest means to coerce him to 
release the prisoners in his possession. 

Your Lordship is aware of the absence of salt in Abyssinia, and that it has to be 
imported from the coast. Of the importance of salt as an article of consumption I 
need not dwell, but, jH-iimps, it may not Ik- so well known that in Abyssinia proper, 
and many of its dependencies and neighbouring territories, it is so valuable as to form 
an universal object for liarter, and is equivalent in value to coin. 

The plan that I have the honour to suggest for the consideration of vour Lordship, 
is that Her Majesty’s Government, in concord with ilis Highness the Viceroy of Egypt, 
should establish and entertain a small, but efficient, naval and military force at 
Masson ah, so disposable as to establish a blockade for the prevention of all communi¬ 
cation between Abyssinia and the coast, on the one hand, and with the Egyptian 
dependencies of the Soudan on the other. 

I would he n matter for consideration whether the blockade should Ik* so stringent 
as to annul all possible intercourse between the above-named points, and comprise the 
seizure of merchandize and individuals as counter hostages to guarantee the safety of 
the prisoners; or, whether it should 1 m- confined to prevent the transit of salt into 
Abyssinia. 

It seems to be beyond a doubt that Thmlore of late has met with many reverses, 
and it is to Ik* concluded in proportion that he is losing power, the scvcml native 
chieftains must acquire it. 

Then-fore, as soon as the avowed ohjen-t of the blockade slmll have become 
apparent, and that it will last until the conditions thereof shall have been complied 
with; in my humble opinion tin* elfeet will he that, not only the energy of the 
chieftains, hut that of entire }M>pulat ions will he directed to consummate the safety and 
release of the captives. 

The limits of a letter necessarily restrict me to brevity, and it was with a view to 
a more elaborate communication of my ideas that I ventured to solicit an interview 
with your Lordship. 

I can only add that, in the event of the foregoing being deemed worthy of your 
Lordship’s consideration, 1 shall Ik* happy to contribute any further information in mv 
power in connection with the subject, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN RETIIERICK. 


Minutes. 

This plan would not answer; and, indeed, it lias already been decided that whatever 
we do must bo done by Great Britain alone. J. MURRAY. 


nis projM>sal shall 1 h* considered. 

Acknowledge and thank. 

8 . 


* No. 648. 
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No. 658. 

Address of the House of Commons, dated Monday , July 8, 1867. 

Resolved, That an humble Address Ik* presented to Her Majesty, that she will be 
graciously pleased to give directions that there be laid ltefore this House a copy of 
further correspondence respecting the British captives in Abyssinia, including that 
between Her Majesty’s Government and Her Majesty's Consul General iu Egypt, and 
the authorities at Aden and Mr. Flail, and the answer sent by the Secretary of State 
for India to King Theodore's letter requesting that he might 1 r* allowed to send an 
Embassy to the Queen (in continuation of papers presented 10th August, 1866). 

Ordered, That the said Address Ik* presented to Her Majesty by such Members of 
this House as are of Her Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council. 

‘(Signed) I). LE MARCH ANT, Cl. Ho. Com. 


List of Papers presented August 1, 1867. 


Colonel Stanton to Mr l.ayard .. 

Colonel Stanton to Mr. Lavard 
Mr Purday to the Karl of Clarendon 
Mr Hammond to Mr. Furdav .. 

Consul-General Kldiidge to the Karl of Clarendon 
One Inclosure. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. Lieutenant-Colonel Mercwelher to the Karl of Cl 

Five Inclosnres. 

7. Colonel Stanton to the Karl of Clarendon .. 

Eleven Inclosures. 

8. Mr. Purday to the Earl of Clarendon 

9. Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon .. 

Three Inclosure*. 

10. Colonel Stanton to llic Karl of Clarendon . 

Five luclosurca. 

11. Colonel Stanton to ilie Earl of Cliirendon .. 

Fourteen Inclosures. 

12. Extracts of private letters received from Mr. Rai 

13. Colonel Stanton to the Karl of Clarendon . 

One Inclosure. 

14. Mr. Hammond to Colonel Stanton 

15. Mr. Hammond to Mr. Purday 

16. Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon. 

Two Inclosures. 

17. Colonel Stanton to the Karl of Clarendnu.. 

One Inclosure. 

18. Captnin Cameron lo Mr. Hammond 

19. Mr. Purday to the Karl of Clarendon 

One Inclosure. 

20. Dr. Bcke to the liarl of Clarendon 

21. Mr. Murray to Dr. Beke 

‘21. Colonel S'anton to the Earl of Clarendon 
23. Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon 
Two Inclosures. 

24 Captain Cioodfcllo* to the Earl of Clarendon 

25. Mr. Bnsxam to the Earl of Clarendon 

One Inclosure. 

26. Mr. Rassam to the Earl of Clarendon .. 

One Inclosure. 

Tiie King of Abyssinia to Her Majesty .. 

The King of Abyss nia to Her Majesty .. 

Mr. Find to the Earl of Clarendon .. 

Mr. Flad to the Earl of Clarendon 
Mr. Flad to Lord Stanley 
Lord Stanley to Capiain Goodfrllow 
Mr. Had to Lord Stanley 
One Inclosure. 

34. Mr. Flad to the King of Abyssinia 

35. Lieu tena ul-Colonel Merewetbcr to Lord Stanley 

36. Mr. McDowull to I.ord Stanley 

37. Mr. Hammond to Colonel Stanton 

38. Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon 

One Inclosure. 

Earl Cowley to Lord Stanley . .. 

Mr. Murray to Colonel Stanton 
Mr. Murray to Mr. McDowall 
Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley 
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43. Colonel Stanton to I*ord Stanley .. .. .. July 31, 18C6 

Fl»e Inclosures. 

44. Mr. Ramm to the Earl of Chrendon .. .. .. May 27, *— 

45. Mr, Evcleigh to Lord Stanley. .. .. •• Augurt 8, — 

46. Captain Cameron to Mr. Danby Seymour, 14. P. .. ., May 23,- 

47. Mr. Gibson to Lord Stanley .. .. .. Anguat 13,-— 

48. Memorandum by Lieutenant Colonel Merewether .. .. August 13. —— 

49. Further Memorandum by Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether ., August 16, —— 

50. Mr. Murray to Mr EveUlgb .. .. August 17,- 

51. Mr. Murray to Mr. Gibson .. .. August 21, — 

62. Mr. Purday to Lord Stanley .. .. August 27,— 

Oae In closure. 

53. Mr. Flad to the King of Abyasinla .. .. September 1,- 

54. Colonel fliauton to Lord Stanley .. .. August 27,- 

55. Captain Goodfellow to ].ord Stanley .. .. .. August 19,— 

5€. Captain Goodfellow to Mr. Murray .. .. .. August 19,—— 

57. Mr. Purday to Lord Stanley .. .. .. September 10, -■ — 

58. Mr. Egerton to Mr. Purday .. .. .. September 13,- 

59. Captain Goodfellow to Lord Stanley .. .. August 28,—— 

One Inclosure 

60. Colonel Stanton lo I^ird Stanley .. .. ., September 3, — 

One Inrhisiire. 

Cl. Lieutenant Colonel Merewether to Mr. Murray .. .. September 17,—— 

One Jurlosnre. 

62. Lieutenant-Coloucl Merewether to Mr. Murray .. .. September 5,- 

G3. Mr. Flad to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether .. .. September 19,- 

64. Mr. Find «o Mr. Murray .. .. ., .. September 21,- 

One Inrlosiire. 

63. Memorandum by Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether ., .. September 25. — 

66. Dr. Krapf to Lord Stanley .. . .. .. October 1. — 

67. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Murray .. .. October 1,- 

68. Letter front Her Mnjeatv to the King of Abyssinia .. .. October 4, - 

69. Memorandum for Mr. Had on his return to Abyssinia .. Octolicr 8.- 

70. Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley .. .. .. Octolwr 1,- 

71. Captain Melville White to Lord Stanley .. .. .. October 15,- 

72. Mr. Murray to Capt.nu Melville Wlute .. .. . October 15,- 

73. Captain Goodfellow to Lord Stanley .. .. .. October 1, — — 

74. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Hammond .. .. October 27. - 

75. Colonel Stanton to Ixird Stanley .. .. .. Onulier 19,— — 

76. Mr. Hammond to Lu-ulenaul-Coloncl Merewetlu-r .. .. Octob* r 31,- 

77. Lord Stanley to Colonel Stanton .. .. .. November 2,- 

78. I.ieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Hammond .. .. November 3, ■ — 

79. Mr. Hammond to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether .. .. November 5,- 

80. Mr. Flad to Mr. Hertslet .. ., .. .. November 5, —- 

One Invlosiire. 


81. Captain Goodfellow to latitl Stanley .. .. .. October 25.- 

82. Captain Goodlellow to Lord Stanley .. .. .. November 3, —— 

Five Inclosure*. 

83. Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley .. . .. November 14, — 

84. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley .. .. Decentlier 5.— 

85. Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley . .. .. December 3. - — 

One luclosure. 

86. Lord Stanley to Colonel Stanton .. .. .. December 15,- 

87. Lord Stanley to Lord Lyons . .. Decern! »er 29. - — ■ 

88. Captain de Doh*6 to Mr.‘Murray .. .. January 2,1867 

89. Mr. Murray to Captain do Doh»6 .. .. January 5,- 

90. Lieutenant-Colonel More wether to Lord Stanley .. .. December 10, 1866 

One Inalosure. 

91. Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley .. .. .. February 1.1867 

Two Inclnmircfi. 

92. Lord Lyon* to Lord Stanley . .. .. .. March 4, — ■ 

Two Inelosures. 

93. Lord Stanley to Lord Lyons.. .. .. .. March 15,-- 

94. Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley .. .. .. March I,- 

Pour Inclofurea. 

95. Major-General Coghlan to Lord Stanley .. .. .. March 20, — 

One Inclosure. 

96. Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley .. .. March 15, —— 

One luclosure. 

97. Commander Manner* to Lord Stanley .. March 11, - — 

98. 5|r. Murray to Commander Manner* .. .. .. March 14. —— 

99. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewniher to Lord Stanley .. .. March 4. — - 

100. Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley .. .. February 28, - 

One IndoMire. 

101. Dr. Heae to l ord Stanley .. .. .. April 12,- 

Five Inclosure*. 

102. I/«rd Stanley to tho King of Abyssinia .. .. .. April 16,— 

108. Lord Stanley to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether .. .. April 20,-- 

104. Ix»rd Stanley to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether .. April 20,- 

105- Mr. Murray to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether .. .. April 20,— 
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No. C59. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July *0, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letters of the 1st of May last and 22nd ultimo, I am 
directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretary of State 
for India in Council, two letters from the Treasury,* from which you will perceive that 
their Lordships wish for further information as to the state of the accounts between 
the Imperial and Indian Governments. I am also to transmit a letter from Colonel 
Merewether on this subject,t and I am to request that you will move Sir Stafford 

• No*. 590 and 644. f No. 
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Northcote, should it be in his power to do so, to enable Lord Stanley to furnish this 
information in the shape required by the Treasury. 

I am to request that the accompanying correspondence, which is sent in original, 
may be returned to this Office with your reply to this letter. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 600. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Davit. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 10. 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
2nd instant offering your sendees to endeavour to obtain the release of the British 
captives in Abyssinia; and I am to thank you for this offer, but to inform you that his 
Lordship does not think it likely that Her Majesty’s Government can make your 
services available. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 661. 

Mr. Murray to Lieutenant-Colonel Mercwether. 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 10. 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of 
the lltli, 17th, and 21th of May, and 6th ultimo, containing further accounts from 
the captives in Abyssinia ; and I am to transmit to you, for your information, copies 
of letters to and from the War Office* in regard to the course to ho adopted by Her 
Majesty’s Government in this matter. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 662. 

Mr. Statham to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 11.) 

The Memorial of John Lee Statham, F.It.G.S., L.D.S., R.C.S., &c., 

Humbly showeth, 

THAT your Memorialist believes that an imperative message from Her Majesty, 
demanding tin* release of the Abyssinian captives, may lx* of sendee; and your 
Memorialist prays that he may be allowed to convey such missive to the Emperor 
Theodorus of Abyssinia. 

And your Memorialist will ever prav, Ac. 

(Signed) J. L. STATHAN. 

P.S.—Memorialist had the honour of commanding a company of volunteers for 
six months in the field, and afterwards, for nine months, was in command of Fort Grey 
during the last Kaffir war. 

Minute. 

Thanks. No occasion for his services. 

S. 



Mr. Murray to Mr. Purday. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July II, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
8th instant relative to the British captives in Abyssinia, and I am* to thank you for 
this communication. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 

No. 664. 

Mr. Morris to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 11.) 

My Lord, Oaklands. Sandymount , Dublin, July 9, 1867. 

I BEG to transmit, for your Lordship's perusal, the accompanying case, submitted 
to Mr. Sergeant Armstrong, M.P., with his opinion appended. 

With regard to the last clause in our agreements, referred to in your Lordship’s 
letter of the 27th ultimo," I would respectfully submit that we fulfilled our contract 
in as much as laid in our power, viz., by proceeding to Moncouloo, Abyssinia, remaining 
there four months, and our not proceeding to the Emperor's camp was no fault of ours. 
We perfectly understood before leaving England (having no explanation whatevergi/en 
to us to the contrary) that wo were either to enter the Emperors service, or, in the event 
of the expedition being unsuccessful, that the balance of our three years’ salary 
guaranteed us by the English Government would Ik* paid to us on our arrival in 
England. 

I need hardly remark that individually we would not have given up our position 
at home to join so hazardous an expedition on any other terms. 

1 trust your Lordship will consider how differently we (Mr. Thlbot ami myself) 
are situated with respect to the artizans. In our case immediate employment is much 
more difficult to be obtained than in theirs, engineering works being at present very 
slack. 

I would therefore respectfully ask that your Lordship would order that the balance 
of our three years’ engagement be paid us, or an adequate appointment in lieu of our 
profession be given us. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) JOHN C. MORRIS, 


Minute. 

It is unnecessary to discuss the point, as maintained by us, that these parties have 
no claim to the three years’ salary, because their Counsel admits this to be the case, 
and, in fact, only advises an appeal ad misericordiam. 

I apprehend it is wholly out of the question to entertain the application; and I 
notice that they have not included in the case they submitted to counsel the answer 
given by Colonel Mercwether to their letter (page 7). lie therein told them plainly 
that they had no claim whatever to the three years’ pay. 

July 11, 1867. ’ J. MURRAY. 


Inclosurc in No. 664. 

Abyssinian Captives.—Engineering Expedition. 

Case on behalf of Mathew E. Talbot , Engineer-in-Chief; John C. Morris. Assistant Engineer; 
ana others, comprising the Artizans, submitted to Sergeant Armstrong, M.P ., for his 
Advice and Directions. 

Opinion Appended. 

ABOUT date in margint Her Majesty’s Government having determined to send 
out an expedition to Abyssinia, under the immediate care of Colonel Mercwether, C.B., 
Lieutenant-Colonel in Her Majesty’s Bombay Staff Corps, Political Resident at Aden, 
for the purpose, among other objects, of procuring the release of the captives confined 
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by King Theodoras, entered into a contract with Mr. Edward Talbot, a distinguished 
Civil Engineer, that he, the said Mathew Edward Talbot should proceed with certain 
artificers and machinery to Abyssinia, when the following agreement was entered into, 
and signed by the contracting parties:— 

“ Agreement entered into by Mathew Edward Talbot, Eso., on the one hand, and 
William Lockyer Merewether, Lieutenant-Colonel in Her Majesty’s Staff, Bombay 
8tafT Corps, Resident at Aden, &c., on the other, to the effect that the above-mentioned 
Mathew Edward Talbot agrees to proceed to Abyssinia, with machinery to be presented 
by Her Majesty to the Emperor Theodoras, and there to enter the service of and work 
for the said Emperor under the following stipulations:— 

“ That the engagement shall Ik* for three years, renewable at the pleasure of the 
Emperor and the said Mathew Edward Tall>ot, hut then on terms to be agreed on 
betwivn them. 

“ That the salary of the said Mathew Edward Talbot, during this first engagement, 
shall lx* (1,000/.) one thousand pounds perannum, to he paid by the Emperor Theodoras, 
excepting so far as is below notified ; and that the said Mathew Edward Talbot should 
take with him certain artificers, as agreed to between him the said Mathew* Edward 
Talbot and the said William Lockyer Merewether at salaries so arranged. 

“That the aggregate, including that of the said Mathew Edward Talbot, does not 
exceed the sum of’ (2,880/.) two thousand eight hundred and eighty pounds annually. 

“ The salary to commence from date of engagement. 

“ The exceptions an*—viz.:— 

“ Kt. That salary up to the time of reaching the Emperor’s camp, equal to about 
one quarter, shall Is* paid to the said Mathew Edward Talbot and those proceeding with 
him, by Her Majesty's Government, as compensation for the time exjxmded in reaching 
the Emperor’s camp. 

“ 2nd. That in the event of death or of sickness contracted from badness of climate 
compelling ret urn to England, and the Emperor failing to act up to the engagment, 
the amount of the three years’ salary remaining unpaid to the said Mathew Edward 
Tallx>t, or those proceeding with him, shall lx* guaranteed and paid by Her Majesty’s 
Government to tin* appointed heirs or assigns of each or all in the first instance, or to 
themselves, or to persons accredited by themselves, in the second. 

“Further, it is ngnx'd that the passage of the said Mathew Edward Talbot, and 
those proceeding with him from England to Massowah, the port of Abyssinia, shall he 
paid by Her Majesty’s Government, and a suitable sum given as outfit money to each— 
viz. (BMW.) one hundred pounds, to the said Mathew Edward Talbot, and (30/.) thirty 
pounds to each of tin* others. 

“ On the faith of the above agreement and guarantee, the said Mathew Edward 
Talbot, and others with him, proc<*ods to Abyssinia to enter the sendee of and work 
under the Emperor, entirely of their own free will and by their own desire. 

“ It is understood that if the said Mathew Edward Tallx>t should not proceed to 
Abyssinia, and should not enter into the Emperer’s service, this Agreement shall have 
no effect; but pay and expenses in returning to lx* paid up to the date of re-arrival in 
England, no unnecessary delay baking plain* on eitlu r part. 

(Signed) “W. L. Merewether, Lieutmant-Colonel, 

u Dated, London , August 18, 1866.” “ Resident , Aden. 

At the date of the foregoing, it appears that at that time it was the intention of 
the Government to rent out only one engineer and seven artisans; hut Mr.Talbot, after 
his appointment, proposed to Colonel Merewether that it would 1 m* more prudent to 
engage the services of an Assistant Engineer also, and a less complement of art wins; 
which suggestion was approved of hv Lord Stanley and Colonel Merewether; ami 
accordingly Mr. Tallx>t was authorized to select an Assistant Engineer, and on the 10th 
of September accordingly selected and appointed (Querist, John Cliarles Morris, 
Oaklmuls, Sandyinount, county Dublin, as such Assistant Engineer, which appointment 
was approved of by tin* Foreign Office, and Mr. Morris entered into a separate 
Agreement, similar to Mr. Talbot’s, dated 8th of October, 18(30, between Colonel 
Merewether, C.B., of the one part, and the said John Charles Morris of the other, 
vix.:— 

" Agreement entered into by John Charles Morris, on the one hand, and William 
Lockyer Merewether, Companion of the Bath, Lieutenant-Colonel in Her Majesty’s 
Bombay Staff Corps, Resident at Aden, &c., of the other part, to the effect that the said 
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John Charles Morris will proceed to Abyssinia, there to enter the service of, and work 
for, the Emperor Theodoras under the following stipulations:— 

“ That the engagement shall be for three years, renewable at the pleasure of the 
Emperor and the said John Charles Morris, but then on terms to be agre«xl between 
them only. That the salary of the said John Cliarles Morris, during this engagement 
for three years, shall lx* 500i. per annum, to lx* paid by the Emperor Theodoras, except 
so far as is below notified, the salary to commence from date of engagement. The 
exceptions are— 

“ 1st. That salary up to the time of reaching the Emperor’s camp, equal about to 
oue-qu&rter, shall be paid to the said John Charh*s Morris, as compensation for the 
time expended on route. 

“ 2nd. That in the event of the Emperor, in consequence of death or sickness of the 
said John Charles Morris, failing to act up to the engagement, the amount of three 
years’ salary remaining umpaid to the said John Cliarles Morris is guaranteed, and shall 
be j>aid in England to the appointed heirs or authoris'd representative* of the said John 
Charles Morris. 

“ Further—passage money from England to Massowah, the Port of Abyssinia, 
shall lx* paiil to the said John Charles Morris, and a sum of money amounting to (JO/, 
given to him for outfit. 

“ On the faith of the above agreement and guarantee the said John Cluirles Morris 
proceeds to Abyssinia to enter the service of and to work under the Emperor Theodoras 
and in doing so he acts entirely of his own free wi'l and of his own d«*«ire. 

“ It is undcrstixxl that if the said John Charles Morris should not proeeed to 
Abyssinia, and should not euter into the Emperor's service, this agreement shall have 
no effect; but pay and exjx*nse« in returning to be pnid up to the date of arrival in 
Euglaiul, no umweessary delay taking place on either part. 

(Signed) “W. L. Murk wet HER, Lieutenant-Colonel, Resident, Aden. 

“John Cu ahles Morris. 

“ October 8, 1866.” 

On signing this agreement Colonel Merewether informed Mr. Morris that this 
(meaning the agreement) was not similar to a regular mercantile transaction. Being 
of so peculiar a nature, he endeavoured under the advice of Lord Stanley, to have it 
(the agreement) as favourable as possible, avoiding all objectionable clauses. Accord¬ 
ingly, on the faith of an engagement under the Emperor Theodorus, for three years 
certain, Mr. Talbot, with Mr. Morris, and five mechanics, left Southampton on tin* 4th 
day of November, i860, and arrived at Aden on the 12th of December, when* 
Mr. Talbot and Mr. Morris resided at the Ihsidoncy, the mechanics remaining on board 
Iler Majesty’s steamer “ Victoria.” On the 27th of December the exp«*dition proceeded 
to Massowah, and from thence to Moncouloo, Abyssinia, which they reached on tin* 
1st day of January, 18(57. Shortly after their arrivul at tin* last-mentioned place, 
Mr. Moms and the mechanics wore attacked w ith fever arising from the excessive heat 
and exposure ; Mr. Talbot enjoying go<xl health until tin* middle of January, when In* 
was most violently attacked by sunstroke; and no medical advice to be had there, 
Mr. Morris had to resort to what remedies he could best devise under the circumstance*. 
He (Mr. Talbot) lay in a most precarious condition for a considerable time before 
medical advice could be* obtained. By Colonel Mere wether’s directions lie returned to 
Aden, and was placed under the care of Dr. Turner. Remaining there some short time 
with the hope that his health might improve, and no change for the better taking place, 
his imnuxliate return to England w as advised by Dr. Turner and approved of by Colonel 
Merewether, being the only chance of his recovery, lie left Aden on the 13th of 
March, and arrived at Southampton on the 3rd of April, 18(57. lie has ever since lx*en 
under medical care, and still remains in a very precarious condition, and totally incajia- 
citatixl from the exercise of his profession. 

From the time of Mr. Tallxrt's illness, say on or about the 12th of January, 
Mr. Morris, by directions of Colonel Merewether, undertook the sole charge and 
management of the artizans, and to provide all things necessary for them; tliix he 
continued to do up to the time hereinafter mentioned. And during the management 
of Mr. Morris, Colonel Merewether frequently expressed his great pleasure and satis¬ 
faction at the very great can* and judicious treatment of the men under his (Mr. Morris's) 
charge. This wtlx a most arduous duty in a tropical climate, m-cessitating much judg¬ 
ment on Mr. Morris’s part. 

On the 25th of April, Colonel Merewether sent Her Majesty's steamer “ Victoria ” 
to Massowah, with directions for Mr. Morris to return to Aden with the men under 
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hi* charge, be (Colonel Merewetber) not expecting a final reply from the Emperor 
Theodorus to the Queen's letter until about the middle of June ; he also wished that 
the men should bring with them a portion of the tools, as he would probably find work 
for them to do. Whilst at Moncouloo, the men found the time hang most heavily on 
them for w ant of occupation ; the machinery being packed in cases for transit by camels, 
could not be opened, expecting each day to receive instructions to proceed to the 
Emperor’s camp. 

On the 30th of April, Mr. Morris, accompanied by the men, arrived at Aden, a 
house being provided for them, Mr. Morris remaining at an adjoining hotel, still having 
the entire charge and responsibility of the mechanics. When at Aden one week, say 
on May the 7th, to Mr. Morris’s astonishment, Colonel Mere wet her came to inform him 
tlmt lie (Colonel Merewetber) had just received instructions from Lord Stanley, that in 
consequence of the very disturlied state of Abyssinia, it was quite hopeless to expect 
to proceed further into that country, being in such a state of revolt, and the Emperor 
Theodorus's soldiers deserting him in largo munlier*; bis tyrannical nature caused 
seventy-nine of the disaffected men to lie burnt alive. Such being the disturlied 
state of the country, or for other unknown reasons, the Emperor has failed to act 
up to his engagement; consequently, on the 1st of May Mr. Morris received the 
following letter from Colonel Merewetber:— 

" From Lieutenant.Colonel IV. L. Merewetber, C.B., Resident, to ./. Morris, Esq., Prince of 

Wales Hotel , Aden. 

“Sir, “ May 7, 18G7. 

“ I have the honour to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government, taking into 
consideration the very disturbed state of Abyssinia, which it was my duty to report, 
and tin* excessive risk which must attend any attempt by a European to enter the 
country now, have decided that the artizans who left England, w ith a view of entering 
into King Theodorus’ service, cannot now have their proceeding into the country 
sanctioned. I am, therefore, instructed by Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs to advise their return at once to England; and on receipt of an 
application from you and them to that effect, free passage will 1 m* given, and all 
expenses paid Imck to England, in accordance with the agreement made in London. 

“ The next mail for England will pass this about the loth instant, or 11th, and 
would Im* a fitting opportunity for their passage. 

“ I have, &e. 

(Signed) “ W. L. Mekkwetheii, Lieutenant-Colonel , Resident 

On the day in margin* the Staff departed from Aden for home; but previous 
thereto John C. Morris gave Colonel Merewetber the whole of the accounts from tin* 
commencement, current and working expenses. Colonel Merewetber compliment'd 
Mr. Morris lyghly for the care, trouble, and excellent management with which he 
conducted the affuirs of the Staff, having no one to help him nor to consult with. 
When furnishing the accounts Mr. Morris asked Colonel Merewetber nliout the Iki lance 
of the three years’ pay that he considered they were' entitled to by the terms of their 
agreement; Colonel Merewetber, in reply, told Mr. Morris they had no claim 
whatever, farther than their pay up to date of arrival home. Consequently, 
Mr. Morris, ou liehalf of Mr. Talbot, himself, and the Mechanics, submitted to 
Colonel Merewetber the follow ing memorial:— 

“ From the Abyssinian Stajf to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewetber, C.B., Resident, Aden. 

“ Sir, 

“ Wo (the Abyssinian Static beg most respectfully to claim your kind attention to 
the following, viz.:— 

“ It is my intention, on my own behalf, as also that of the artizans comprising the 
Abyssinian Staff in the service of Her Majesty’s Government, to represent our ca»e and 
apply for in proper form to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, for the balance 
of our three years’ pay due to us by tin* terms of our agreement, viz.:—* That in the 
event of death , or of a sickness contracted from badness of climate, compelling return to 
England, and the Emperor failing to act up to the engagement. the amount of the three 
gears’ salary remaining unpaid to the said l name stated) shall be guaranteed and paid by 
Her Majesty's Government, to the appointed heirs or assigns of each or all in the first instance, 
or to themselves or persons accredited by themselves in the second. We are well aware 

• May 11, 1867. 
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that the Emperor has failed to act up to his engagement, which is still farther verifh'd by 
the fact of the staff being sent home. Our position at present is very different than 
when we left England, when you w ill consider how we were then cireimiRtanoed. On 
my appointment as assistant engineer to this expedition I set aside the promise of a 
good appointment as resident engineer on a line of railway to lie constructed in 
Paraguassu, in Brazil, at a iilieral salary, which 1 believe to lie now tilled up. John 
Brampton, titter, anil the late Charles Bower, left their employment at Woolwich 
Arsenal, where they hod been working for years—the latter with the promise of being 
shortly promoted to foreman moulder. Richard Joy, carpenter, gave up his situation 
as foreman carpenter on the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway, Ireland, which 
he fiUed for twelve years. George Carr, gunsmith, gave up a lucrative business on his 
own account; and William Lowers, steward and storekeeiicr, held a good situation as 
chief steward in the S.S. * Collingwood.’ We need hardly remark timt individually 
would we have forfeited our respective jxisitiona to join the Abyssinian Expedition on 
terms other than tliat the appointment was to have lieen for three years certain, or that 
in the event of our lieing obliged to return to England, the lialance of our throe years’ 
pay guaranteed us by Her Majesty’s Government would In* paid us. These were the 
inducements held forth w hich still hold good, and well know that in the present unsettled 
state of things at home will find very great difficulty in getting employment again for 
perhaps some time to come. The prospects of realising a good and useful position for 
ourselves has suddenly and uncxpivtodly lieen withdrawn from us. Being, whilst at 
Massowah, and up to the present, quite willing and ready to enter the Emperor's service, it is 
not unreasonable to suppose that hail we any doubt or conception that wc could have 
been sent home at the end of nearly seven months with our salary merely paid up to the 
31st of May, I am sure we would have thought otherwise; in fact, leaving us little 
better than when we left home. Wc, w hilst at Massowah, suffered a great deal from 
the intensity of the heat and change of climate, which time alone can restore to us. In 
the aspect of our position, on our return to England, and from the deep interest taken 
in the whole proceedings of the Abyssinian Expedition by the British public, see no 
reason why Her Majesty's Government should not accede to our claim, which we are so 
justly entitled to, which is only a just recompense for the risk we were, and are still, 
prepared to encounter. It is my intention to have our ease projierly represented on 
arrival at England, and would respectfully bog your kind and valuable assistance in 
having our claims satisfied. 

“Apologising for thus troubling you, we lieg, dear Sir, to subscribe ourselves, 

“ Your most obedient Servants. 

(Signed) “John C. Morris, Assistant Engineer, Abyssinian Staff. 

“John Brampton, Fitter, Ditto. 

“ KiCUARD Jov, Carpenter , Ditto. 

“Georoe Carr, Gunsmith, Ditto. 

“ William Lew rk, steward and Storekeeper , Ditto.." 

It appears that Mr. Tallnit has been paid only up to March 31st (he arrived in 
England April 3rd), and, on Colonel Merewetber Iwing asked when lie (Mr. Tallnit) 
would get the balance of bis three years’ pay, he replied that he was not entitled to any 
further pay lievond up to the time of his arrival in England, hut that lie (Colonel 
Merewetber) had recommended him to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to 
award him, as comjiensation for his returning in bail health, one quarter's salary. 

Mr. Morris, on the 7th May, received the following statement of his account:— 

“ Mr. J. Morris, Engineer, sent out to Abyssinia, in account with Her Majesty’s 

Government. 

“To amount of Salary due from 8th October, 1800, to 31st May, 18(17, C s. d. 

at 500/. per annum .. .. .. .. 323 19 6 

“ Deduct amount received—One Quarter’s Salary and Hills for 158/. .. 283 0 9 


40 19 5 

(Signed) “ W. L. Merkwkther, Lt.-Col., John C. Morris. 

“ Resident, Aden. May 11th, 1867.” 

On the 31st May, 1807, Mr. Morris and the Staff left Aden on their return home, 
when, unfortunately, one of the men on the passage from Aden to Suez died from the 
effect* of sunstroke, of which melancholy event the following touching extract is from 
a letter written on board:— 
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\ ou will ^ sorry to hear that Charles Bowers, moulder, died on the !»•**«? to 
Sue* from Huuatroke. It wm a sad sight to see the poor fellow dead, expeetinHo^oon 

!he h «m ? 'i rn< ^ { ° r W W , ,f< ‘ and ***«* young children. Although sick from the effect of 
! . u, “ n j kt ; f or a f< * H day* previous, lialf-an-hour before his death he walked about 
but quite delirious, and (lied quite suddenly. I saw him dead, and would never S 
to gaze on such a sail sight again. Every possible care was taken of him durine- his 
illness by tin* doctor of the ship. He was buried at sunset. The captain, officiating 
mul the burial service. I am writing to his wife by tlie same mail, informing her of 
I <J ? ith * an J 1 mU8t ir }’ and console her the best way I can, and would sooner some 
me elM- would communicate the sad intelligence to her. I have had an inventory of 

all Ins effects taken, and consigned to the care of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company until she claims them.” ^runtal 

♦ • c 7tI ? ****'» *! r ‘ M ®™ an ' 1 those composing the 8taff felt Derfectlv 

satisfied that their three y«ars j)ay was certain, as nothing could be stromrer than 
clause of Mr. Tails,.', viz.’:--That",, the ,-ven^^r 

th^rim f r ,m l } lV * wll , U * H of Uie dimflU *’ compelling return to England, and 

Lni|s ror foiling to act up to In* engagement, the amount of the three* years’ salary 
remaining unpaid to thesaid Mr. Talbot and those proceeding with him sliXte 
guamnteod and paid by Her Majesty's Government,” Ac. But the last cW ii it 
agreement is not so clear; but query, did they not proceed to Abyssinia, and remain 
“ nearly four months; and it is to be observed tlmt M^Morris and the 

Nfa l, m their Memorial, even after Mr. Talbot’s return to England, declared their 
readiness that they were still willing to enter the King’s service * h 

origi^'S “’LotTo'S:" that n ° n “ ° f the •«"“ - "tamped, even the 

Querists submit that they have fo*en harshly dealt with, in the whole matter bv 
Government sending out an expedition resulting in the death of one, the ix>rmnnemt 
illness of another, and decidedly injurious to the health of the entire staff to refuse 
payment of what they considered, all through, of three years’ pay; and, in feet Querist 
and the remainder of the staff, thinking that they were certain of three ycW enl^ 
merit, gave- up'their prospers at home, which were verv fair—Querist Jfdu^C 

copied- tt,lH U Ur > * f,XJni hlH V<T * V Ul * h teatimonials . of which the following are 

Testimonials of Mr. John C. Morris, C.E, 


I rom H ilhiim R. Lt Fanu , Esq., Commissioner of Public Works, Ireland. 

1(U , u ,, „ ... “ Fi tea'll l mm Square, Dublin, August . r >, 1865 

-Mr. Jolm ( . Mom* served his tour l„ us „ pupil in the engineering Drefessinn 
and gave me the greatest possddc satisfaction h.v his eoustant diligence and attention to 
h>8 work, and Ins intelligence and euergy in executing whatever he had to do I have 

m every tysp.vt a very high opimon of him, and have no douht w hatever that he w ill 
give satisfaction wherever lie may be employed. “ c Bl11 

(Signed) “ W. R. u, Fan*.” 


Fnm II. B. Money, Esq., Engineer to the Corporation for Pmtrritu ana Imp ror, no Mr 

Port of Dublin. 

Ballast Office, i^orth Ball, Dublin, Engineering Department, 

u xr 1 i n 11 • * “ April 11, 1866. 

Mr. John Moms lias just completed his contract for the retain, of Bunrh 
Quay ex.vut.d according to iny plans and specifications. This work ‘included hea™ 
tadk sheet pltag and masonry, iron work, concrete, and earthwork. In earning old 

0X32 “m y »S^ Wed ^ Skm aud —«*“* — ta 

; ,,n addition to his practical knowledge, Mr. Morris possesses high professional 
acquirement*, and I believe lum thoroughly competent to execute, either for himself 

or others, large and important works, where intelligence and skill, as well as attention 
to busnicss, are so essential for success. , as anenoon 


fSigncd) 


“ li. B. SToKEr.” 


From Thomas Edwards, Esq., Railway Contractor. 

„ T . oj “ 9, Hatch Street, Dublin, April 18, 1860. 

- IX’renlv to vour letter I have much pleasure in testifying to your abilities as an 
• * 10 u hnt I saw of vou when engaged ill that capacity on the Dublin am 

S Ita^yrrLvcm, t’ita" siJ^g that youail fully confident to Ula 

^nne^ anTfi^lud hi a imy t^ouhl not fail to give the greatest satisfaction to Die 

««Believe mo, &c. „ 

(Signed) “Thomas Edwards. 

Mr Morris was promised appointments on foreign railways but 

therefrom, would not have accepted the engagement 

Of course although the case is submitted by Mr. Morris n .. p ‘;n 

Mr ThCTi irineer-S-cbief. and the artisans. Sergeant Armstrong, M.P., 

to adopt to receive balance of Querist's three years salary. 

Opinion of Sergeant Armstrong, M.P., on Case submitted by John C. Morris, C.E. 

I have considered this case, which is, I think, calculated to excite a '|v,dy interest 
in any one win, reads tin- narrative. The Agr.vmenl contemplatedtwos t,s,l (I mp, 
viz ‘first that the employee should aetoally enter the Emperors sen ice lut should 
he fail to J e in, to three vears by ea.rses lieyoud the employee-» control, namely, 
(toatll or sickness in which ca«' the residue of three years’ salary was guaranteed l y 
the British Government: second, the Agnumu-ut eon tem plated that the employee mig it 

leave lingland on the expedition, but might never m-.tually t'CexC of 3 S 

men., in which event the Agr.met was not to operate, save to « mt of 

the party to pay for the time reasonably spent 111 proceeding out, a»'l th <x a T W "‘ 
returning. This last event has literally happened ; hu .s .t a,r and * . ‘‘“'h-r the 
circumstances, to rely, against the employee, on the letter ol , ,. , ,, 

it clear that a state of thing* 1ms arisen winch no one forejnw »r h - ght ol whu, 
Vgreeineiit was made. The parties raasmmhly thought at the time that dcatb or sick 
mess might rot short the employment, aud that provision shouU ^ 

contingency. They also though, that thong . th,- employee «<> ' '» 

be might, upon grounds |x*rsoual to hu rise It ami.within 1 ^ 1 » ij 

follow UD tl!e mlventure, and refuse to enU*r the Emperor's service; and thw 1 Ih-Uovo 
to lx* the condition of things really contemplated h.v the last clauw^ U) 
almwlv referred. But I am satisfied it did not occur to any one tlmt tin < xp lit 
might"fail bv a cause lsyoud the control of the eniployce-uamelv, by^the emmte^nd 
of the liritish Govermncnt, under who,,, auspices ,t ?• 

continued sanction and snp,K,rt it could not !-■ ,„.rs,ver,sl n n; , d l has■« . o toul 
tlmt if this casualtv had xuggt*stod itself to the minds ol the coiitra^ing p.irttes, it 
would have lss-n fairlv and Imnestly provided for by the Agreement. tut the parties 
were full of hope and" confidence, and the idea of failure on this ground nc\er <Kium< 
to them. If the exjaxUtion ha,l come to naught through anv pmoual 
misconduct of the employee, or by reason of his refusal or unwillingness t<, entor th 
Emis-ror-s service, he would have, and rightly, merely the claim provided foe by « » 
last elans,! of the Agreement; hut to rely on tliat clause, or measuring the employee * 
right, when the failure to enter the Emperor’* service is mvoluntary on the 
part, and has lss-n caused by the action of the British Government, is to turn it to a 
purpose it was not intended for, and to apply it to a state of c*tau™sta.u^ t 
never thought of. The conduct of Querist seems to have Is-en aU through moat men 
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ini^ht procure an allowance in money or w/tli‘the natroL!^ ™ •? ,n / + ¥“ I>,rfLsl,i P 

a»t?sa£-'“. 

.32, Stephen's Grom, June 29, 1887. 

_ (Signed) RICHARD ARMSTRONG. 


No. 605. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Snou-. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley in i .. Forei 9 n , W", July II, 1867. 

8th instant,* requesting hi* Lordship to'Voit V ' ^ • J*’ n ‘. < ‘‘ ,, l* t °I your letter of the 
explain to him plan for liberatin'- 1 the British eanth" ’’-'“T, ,n f . )r, . ,rr that you m»y 

I am, &c. 

_ (Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 606. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Lespard. 

Sir, 

X AAr directed l.v Urd Stanlov to fu knnwM „ F <‘ r 'y* Offin, July 11, 1867. 
2nd inxlmit.t and In thank you for thn n ,t f •"' ■ v ' mr 1 ' "" of the 

1- used «,r procuring th- nW „f the iffltW*."plh'C'!" ,he:mcan *'« 

I am, &c. 

(% nwl ) JAMIES MURRAY. 


No. 667. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Petherick. 

Sir, 

T AM directed by Earl Stanley to i *1 /o,r, ? n 11, 1867. 

7th instant, $ relative to the lsst nuans of !?•tho receipt of your letter of the 

in Abyssinia; and I am to thank you'for the mpS 1 '' ’‘‘T ! >f ,,M * British eaptives 
duly consideml. * rations made by you which shall be 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 
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No. 668. . 

Captain Russell to Lord Stanley.—(Recelred July 13.) 

My Lord, 24, Marsham Street, Westminster , July 12, 1867. 

I THIS morning did myself the honour to call on your Lordship, and I now lose 
no time in complying With the directions I received at the Foreign Oflice to furnish your 
Lordship with a statement, in writing, of my views and propitious. I must inform 
your Lordship that 1 am now at this moment exceeding my leave, having made 
arrangements to sail for Calcutta about the 22nd instant. 1 have seen long and active 
service with the Irregular Cavalry in India, and during the mutiny was constantly 
engaged, and frequently made sudden dashes upon forts and walled places, in variably 
with success. 1 have taken a great interest in the Abyssinian captives, and am ready, 
should my proposal lu* accepted, to devote myself to the task of rescuing them, about 
which 1 entertain little doubt. Rut I must impress on your Lordship that my success 
in such an attempt will entirely depend on the way in which it is arranged and carried 
out. In the first place to send* an officer (as 1 understand is proposed) to Massowah to 
make arrangements for the commissariat and prepare for the irrival of troops, would, 
in my opinion, prove the most insane and disastrous step that could be taken, and the 
most* at variance with the strategy necessary to, and inseparable from, such a service. 
It would, 1 feel assured, l>o the cause of every one of the captives being instantly put to 
death, glutted as the Emperor Theodorus is at this moment with the blood of numbers 
of the few adherents he has left. The only sun* way would be by making the most 
sudden dash practicable, and this could only 1 m* effected by Cavalry and Horse Artillery. 
1 do not think Infantry would render much aid, as it would he from first to 
last a question of speed. I do not think that English Cavalry would he so effective as 
Indian horse, liecause both native men and native horses would better endure the 
campaign in such a country as Abyssinia. If Infantry are sent they should consist of 
Baloochcs. I should propose that a force of three regiments of Seikh or 1'aslmu 
Cavalry Im* at once ordered to Aden, supported by three troops of Bombay Horse 
Artillery; with this force landed at Massowah, I will engage to penetrate the 
country surrounded, and make a dash at Mngdaln; and if, ns I understand, an 
officer is already at Massowah making commissariat arrangements, the sooner artivo 
measures are taken the Ixetter. Native troops require far less commissariat incum¬ 
brances than European troops. They an* well officered, and would be more qualified 
and lwtter handled. 

I should also In* glad that the naval aid should bo under the command of such an 
officer as Captain C<*cil Westbrook, of Her Majesty’s ship “Victoria,” B.M., who 
has lx*en long on tin* Aden station, under the immediate orders of Colonel Mcrew other, 
and who has acquired a perfect knowledge of the Abyssinian coast and country, and is 
a g<x>d Oriental linguist. 

My proposal, if accepted, could be accelerated by telegraphing to Bombay for the 
necessary troops to 1m* forwarded to Aden while the commissariat arrangements might 
be proceeded with. In the event of its lieing decided to trust to me the command 
of this exp<*dition my leave would have to be extended at once, as my time for sailing 
for Calcutta is fixed. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) J. J. RUSSELL, Captain, 

Her Majesty's Ilengal Army. 


Minute. 

Any proposal for military operations should be addressed to the War Office. 
July 18, 1867 
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No. 609. 

Captain Snow to Lord Stanley—{Received July 13.) 

My Ism], 11, Grove Place , Brompton Road, July 12, 1867. 

1 1*1.(i to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 11th instant,• and 
herewith reply. 

In speaking of a plan for the deliverance of our countrymen detained in a painfu] 
captivity by the Abyssinian Monarch, I ought more strictly to have said, a variety of 
plans according to circumstance*, without being confined*to any specific plan. But 
the leading feature in my idea* i* as follows : 

)ou are aware, my Lord, that all medicine men, wizards, demented persons 
cunning men, skilful craftsmen, Ac., arc, in a measure, held sacred in the East, f 
have found it so among all the many wild tribes visited by me in various parts of the 
£ ,M,H5 » a,,<1 a wierence to any of my works or to official reports will show that I have 
invariably succeeded among even the most savage races of mankind. I simply study 
them ami then adapt m.v*clf to their ways, (without entirely losing my own self respect > 
until I win their good-will and earn’ my point. * * 

If may npjioar absurd to relate how sometimes as an acrobat, then a medicine-man 
next a grave render of the stars, a laughing merry-andrew, but always kind and gentle 
as well as firm, I have got on. Playing with the children, admiring the women, no 
matter how ugly and humouring the men (who are often but big tables), I have 
passed sealIdess through wild people who, before and afterwards (most remarkably in 
wo eases, Australia and Ticrrn del Fuego) murdered the white men visiting them * A 
lx,Id fierce dash with no shadow of timidity is, however, necessary, and they resist it. 

lint to sum up a I on this point, let me simply say that a man must be u student 
ol human nature in all its variety, and with a shrewd, penetrating mind, work upon it 
«* he finds best at the time. To this there must lie in eve whTch nev’er qunili, and 
though I profess no adherence t*» any particular dogma of spiritualism or mesmerism 
Vet 1 add Hint magnetic power can Is* tried, and, as I well know, tried successfully. 

., von, my Mini, and to thinking minds of experience these remarks will not on 
eonsidenit.oi. appearrhapsodical or visionary. I have no visionary ideas at all in me 
lea flintier of tact is ever before my eyes. Hot I do believe that in a good and 
11ghti»oiis cause (and what can Ik* more pond and righteous than the trying to save 
Othenj, eajHXMlilly in connection with the honour of our lielovod flag), (lil ch-signs to 
nminlesf Mis countenance and support to whomsoever may have Faith in Him no t 
omitting manly self-reliance and courageous trust in a strong mind, with a supple ann 
I Ins, then, coupled with what I propose. 1 

I would suggest that I I H«senfr out armed with full authority (secret) to demand 
supjKirt from Hritish officials wheiwer found. 'Flint I take * mam myself such 
.character as I may find best suited to ingratiate myself with the Monarch and his 
people, and, as I d„ not speak the language, a faithful interpreter In- found to act as a 
soit of connection to me. a partly duinh-man. 

I would enter Alnrminui t'r.«n the Hut as an Aral., and not appear unlcs. after- 
wards necessary as a European. 11 r 

♦ , ,„?L* V ,,n< ’ r ,V. ,Mns ,M ‘ FjMjd by eirenmstauees. but the main object should lie 

f mftkt myself semcenblc to the liuler of the jioople and his courtiers; then strive of 

n il'mil il'V’f.i l'i ,he risk (l "'' r- V h,,ad . " r frpr<lom to the ew.pe of our 
K ft I huh cl in securing the Emperors good graces and so obtaining their release 

I other words, I am w illing to go and try to 1 m* of use to this Monarch, so that while 

gmnted ,K ‘ ,,W "" ***”' fw tl,, ‘ t * h *" of the I*™ captivw might be 

Ward, Chief Mandarin in China, and Burgevine, Generalissimo of the Army were 
both originally humble American sailors. * ’ n 

T^i°i OOU r°* t ] , T, nr0 J , ! improus details which might be mentioned, but ray 

l '}' J usf '^‘‘‘♦hing from a two year’s bihorious task in writ in g an historical 

work ami feel myself almost unable to sit down again for any time to the pen 

Lonl ’ tl,,H " iX yj l * 1 taund to say that 1 should need some 

pmM ion fur my poor w ife during my alrseneo. Moreover, as I am actuated bv no 
other motive save that of humanity, and the honour of our native flag; I must*bee 
that no misunderstanding of my position in the matter be made. If tta Government 
rntepfs my services m this attempt, I feci hopeful that the nobility of soul which 

• No. CC5. 
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characterizes those in power in England as occasionally contrasted with much of a 
different kind I find abroad, will comprehend me aright, and make me feel that trust 
and respect is given me. 

As for my return, 1 have that same faith, religiously, and an incomprehensible 
something else mentally, which inspires me onward with tlie lielief of success, and 
which years before we knew the fact, trtld me (set' how truly prophetic 1 was by 
examining the Arctic Blue Books, March 1850), where Franklin’s companions were and 
how they could be saved, and also which made me successful in Ticrrn del Fuego, and 
elsewhere. 

And now, my Lord, having briefly imparted my ideas, I will merely add that, 
should the Government accept me, 1 would suggest that I l>o sent out as a Special 
Messenger with such instructions as you may deem best, and with no more publicity 
than actually required. 

As to securing perfect obedience to such instructions, 1 can say nothing more than 
that it would lx* absolutely necessary for me to lx* in as frequent communication with 
your Lordship as possible. 

As I am now busy in reading over my work lor the press, I trust, your Lordship, 
will kindly favour me with as speedy reply as possible, that 1 may arrange my move¬ 
ments while here. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) W. PARKER SNOW. 


Minute. 


Thank, but decline his services. 

8 . 


Inclosure in No. 069. 

Extracts from Letters to Mr. Parker Snow. 


From Lady Franklin, January 25, I860. 

“Amongst the many kind offers of service 1 have received from all parts of the 
world, none can deserve greater appreciation on mj part than the generous proposal 
you have made me. It is quite clear to me that you have given mueti consideration to 
the subject, and have some very just views; and in this opinion l am confirmed by my 
excellent friend, the Rev. Dr. Scoresby, one of our highest authorities in Arctic matters, 
who, when he had read your very interesting letter, said it was the project of an enlarged 
mind. . . . It is a noble offer.” 

“ I am glad to find you an* an Englishmen, for your noble and disinterested senti¬ 
ments do honour to the land of our birth .”—March 28, 1850. 

“ Your letter expresses such good feelings jus to give me increased interest in your 
welfare, and hope that you will become all you wish yourself to 1 m*.- October 8, 1850. 

The late Admiral Sir F. Beaufort, in writing, says: “ It would have been most 
unjust not to have inscribed your name upon a field you took so much pains to explore, 
and devoted so much labour to dcBcrilx*; ” and again, at another time, in a letter from 
liis secretary, it is said, “ The Admiral adds that lie shall always value any document 
coming from your pen.” 


“To your own personal exertions in assisting mo in the arduous duties which 
devolved upon me, and the zeal and alacrity shown by you on all occasions, I shall Iks 
most happy to bear testimony. 

“ I am, Ac. 



[ 73 ] 
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The following is the opinion of an eminent Arctic Officer concerning Mr. Snow’s 

renewed attempt. 

“My dear Mr. Snow, " February 1, I860. 

“ 1 will lx* very glad to meet you at 11 a.m. on Friday, and talk alxmt your plan. 
There are some* memlxTs of the Council who T know are desirous that the search should 
not lx* abandoned, and you an* aware that I am one of those. But until somebody like 
Sir F. Ikwdh comes forward ns a patron to the Expedition, I fear we shall not be able 
to raise 0,000/. But, whatever happens, it will lx* a satisfaction to you to think that 
you have spared neither time, lal>our, or trouble, in advocating this cause. 

“ Believe me, Ac. 

(Signed) “ R. Collinson.” 


The following is a reply to Mr. Snow’s application to the Royal Geographical Society 
to patronise his attempt this summer by the Eastern Route. 

“My dear Mr. Snow, “ February 15, 1860. 

“ The Council on Monday declined acting upon your request. Both Sir G. Back 
and myself think you are wrong in attempting the Jlecla and Fury Strait, because at 
the close of the season, should you fail there, you will have a difficulty in reaching 
Repulse Bay from the north side of Hudson Bay. 

“ Believe me, Ac. 

(Signed) “ R. CoLUXsox.” 


Extracts from published Letters, $c., by IF. P. Sno ir. 

“ On the 7th January, 1850, I submitted a plan that led directly to the Magnetic 
Foie and neighbourhood, neither lieyond it nor away from it, save and except approach¬ 
ing it from (’besterfleld Inlet. Hint plan may In* seen in the Parliamentary Blue H<x>ks 
tor IK50, p. ISO. It was based upon no previous examination of other plans or ideas, 
for at the time I was in the United States, and had read no single fact concerning the 
Franklin Expedition, except what 1 gathered from one volume of the Geographical 
Society's Reports, and from the account of Sir James Ross’s return, as given in the 
papers. But I had unsuccessfully volunteered in 1815, and I had read tile orders given 
to Sir John Franklin. 

” \ nlw* found in the Geographical Report that then* must have lx*en an impn*ssion 
upon his mind that an open passage cvispsl into eastern waters, at the termination of 
Dense and Simpson’s farthest. I therefore reasoned that if he had to abandon his ships, 
traces of those ships, and of himself and crew, would lx* found alxmt King William 
Island. A part of what I slid on the subject is as follows: 

lx*t a party of 100 nicked men, well disciplined and officered, as on Ixiard a ship, 
and accompanied with all the necessary food, scientific instruments, and everything 
usual on such expeditions, proceed immediately by the shortest and most available route 
to the lands in the neighbourhood of the unexplored regions. If practicable, I would 
suggest that they should procml lirst to Moose Fort, on the southern part of Hudson’s 
Bay, and thence by small emit to Chesterfield Inlet, or otherwise by land reach that 
quarter so as to arrive then* at the opening of summer. 

“ From this neighbourhood, let the party, minus ten men, Ik* divided into three 
se|Nirute detachments, each with specific instructions to extend their researches in the 
northerly and north-westerly direction. The westernmost part\ to proce<*d as near as 
possible in a direct course* to the easternmost limits of discovery yet made from Behring 
Strait, and on no account to deviate from that course on the western side of it, but, if 
necessary, to the eastward. I>*t the central party sliajK* a course as near as possible to 
the position of the Magnetic Pole; and the easternmost division direct to Prince Regent 
Inlet, or Hu* westernmost point of discovery from the east, and not to deviate from 
tliai course easterly. Let each of these <h*taehmeuts lx* fonm*d again into three 
divisions, each division thus consisting of ten men. Let the first division of each 
detachment pioneer the way, followed on the same track by the second and third 
at statisl intervals of time. On the route let the pioneers, at every sjmt necessary, 
leave distinguishing marks to denote the way, an l hIso to give information to either of 
the other two principal detachments as may by chance fall into their track. To second 
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the efforts of the three detachments, let constant succours and other assistance lie 
forwarded by way of Moose Fort, and tlirough the ten men left at Chesterfield Inlet; 
and should the object for w hich such an expedition was framed Ik* happily accom¬ 
plished by the return of the lost voyagers, let messengers Ik* forwarded with the news, 
as was done with Captain Back in the case of Captain Ross. Let each of the 
extreme detachments, upon arriving at their respective destinations, and upon being 
joint'd by the whole of their body, proceed to form plans for uniting w ith the central 
party, aud ascertaining the results already obtained by each, bv sending parties in that 
direction. Also let a chosen number lx* sent out from each detachment as exploring 
parties, wherever deemed requisite; and let no effort Ik* wanted to make a search in 
evciy direction where there is a possibility of its proving successful. If a public and 
more extensive expedition be set on foot, I would most respectfully draw attention to 
tin* following suggestion :—Let a land expedition be fonned upon a similar plan, and 
with the same number of men, say 800 or more, as those fitted out for sea. T/*t this 
expedition Ik* formed into three groat divisions—the one proceeding by the Atliabasca 
to the Great Slave Lake, and follow ing out Captain Back’s discoveries; the second, 
through the Churchill district; or with the third, according to the plan laid out for a 
private expedition alone, only keeping the whole of their forces as much as possible 
bearing upon the points where success may lx* most likely attainable.” 

Such was the plan l submitted in January 1850, and, as is now seen, at a time 
when from Dr. Rues n*|»ort and recent facts we have reason to believe some of the 
Franklin expedition were alive. 

“ My plan was uotie<*d by Lady Franklin, Mr. Barrow, ami others. It will Iks 
enough to sav that the 4 Prince Albert ’ in that same year was sent with express orders 
for lxMit parties to explore that identical sjxit. I was appointed in a secondary position 
on Ixrnrd, but in charge of one division of boats. The particulars of that voyage are 
known, and were it not that we were then engaged iu the cause of humanity, and had 
a positive duty to perform, perhaps I should never have again alluded to the subject. 
But 1 cannot resist my feelings when 1 think of how near we were to tin* very place 
where possibly some of the |«rty may have then l>cen in existence. Our orders were 
to do precisely what the ‘ Fox ’ has done; and when off Fury Bench I begged permis¬ 
sion to go on, even in a boat, so as to fulfil our task. All our men volunteered to 
accompany me, hut it wits not deemed prudent to grant my request. We returned, 
hut liefore h*a\ing those regions I earnestly entreated that we might examine Capes 
Riley and Walker. Riley, I was sent on shore to examine, with what good result 
the first traces, as found by Captain Ommnnev, of Austin’s Expedition, hut brought 
to England in the ‘ Prince Albert,* and delivered at the Admiralty by me, prove. 

“On the second voyage of the ‘Prince Albert’ I had not the good fortune to 
accompany her. However, tlirough all 1851, 1 proposed to go by myself through 
Hudson’s Bay and Wager River, or Fury Straits. My plans at that time were well 
known. They all referred to a lu>at or cutter expedition. My kind friend, 
Mr. Barrow, approved of them. But l lmd neither name nor influence. Letters 
from the Admiralty acknowledged them, and that was all. I therefore determined 
to set* if 1 could do without, and 1 went to Australia, and attempted the same in 
the face of many difficulties, and at a great expense of money and time. Those noble 
hearts who there aided me, rightly understood my ideas; lug the obstacles wen* too 
many for me. 

“At all events, the lesson I would lx*g to draw is that conveyed in the old saying, 
‘Never to despise the day of small tilings.’ 1 have since, and m ns dangerous seas, 
successfully commanded a vessel of precisely the build and tonnage of the ‘ Prinoe 
Albert,’ in which I was but second. May I not justly say, then, that I was not wrong 
in urging what I did in reference to our duty when near the place to lx* searched? 
Enough! I will now add no more on that point than this: Explorations are ever 
going on; they are the glory of our flag. Let it lx* remomben*d, then, that it is 
not wealth, or power, or name, that most qualifies men for such undertakings.” 


Extract from “Snow's Arctic Voyagepublished in 1850. 

“ If, unhappily, the fate of Sir John Franklin and his companions should not he 
determined liefore next spring, I do most sincerely liojx* the attempt will lx* renewed 
in some shape or other to search the part we were intended to explore. But the best, 

... , -- 
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and in ray huml)le opinion the only speedy, way to do this would be by a small vessel 
accompanied by all the appurtenance* of a land expedition, attempting in the first place 
a passage by Hudson Strait, Frobisher Strait, Cumberland Strait, or Home Bay, as 
occasion might 1 h* presented; and then, if failing in the one, to try the other passages 
still further north, ultimately proceeding by the usual route through Lorn-aster Sound, 
if no other <-ourHe was foumf available. 

“That renewed efforts should 1 h- made next spring, or as early as possible in the 
y<-ar, to examine the localities about and leading from the Magnetic Pole, 1 still 
maintain an opinion, for while then* is doubt there is hope; and 1 am one of those who 
yet think there is enough of the latter to warrant any and even effort Ix-ing made to 
realize that hope." 


No. 670. 

Sir S. linker to Lord Stanley .— (Received July 15.) 

My Lord, Jul V 13 > ,867 - 

HAVING lx-en requested to offer a written statement of the difficulties that 
would attend an attack upon Abyssinia to effect the lilx-ration oi the captives, I ha\e 
the honour of laying before your Lordship an outline of the priiieijuil features of the 
frontier, followed by certain suggestions that would reduce those difficulties to a 
minimum. # 

The cast and west coasts of the Red Sea an- claimed by Turkey and Egypt, lhey 
are arid and desert, generally devoid of fresh water, with a burning temjx-rature lrom 
March to the end of Septemlx-r of 105 to 120 degrees Farenheit in the shade. 
The two principal ports on the west coast arc Souakin, north latitude 10 ; and 
Massowah. north latitude 15° 35'; both afford good luirbmuw. Souakin is the most 
c< utral station, from which radiate the regular caravan routes to K as sain, the capital 
of the Taka province, from sixteen to twenty days' journey for a heavily laden camel, 
and the same distance to the town of Berber on the Nile, in latitude north 1H°. 

Souakin is under an Egyptian Governor, who can collect any number of camels 
from the Arab tribes, with the necessary water-skins for tin* desert journey ; thus, it is 
the direct route to Kassala for all military operntions from Egypt. The troops are 
delivered in four days from Suez, with their supplies prepared in Cairn; tints, in four 
dnysntid a-half they trail lx* supported from head-quarters with stores and reinforcements, 
transported by railroad to Suez, and from thence by steamers to Souakin. 

The water at Souakin is brackish (similar to that <>t Aden!, therefore a large 
supply of Nile water should lx* brought in tanks from Suez, at which place the fresh 
water canal delivers an inexhaustible store. 

As the Egyptian authorities are in the habit of transporting troops direct to 
Kassala by Souakin, that route is free from all difficulty. 

Throughout the desert route fodder for the camels is afforded by numerous 
mimosas; thus, a supply of corn is unnecessary. Water is found every second or third 
day. 

Kassala, the capital of the Taka province, is on the extreme limit of the Egyptian 
frontier, bordering the Basd (enemies of Abyssinia!, through which country the route 
is practicable into the heart of Abyssinia. The town of K us sal a is fortified, as the 
principal arsenal and garrison of eastern Vp]»er Egypt. From 6,000 to 8,000 troops 
art* usually quartered in that district. Tin surrounding country is inhabited by 
numerous tribe** of warlike Arabs, subject to the Egyptian Government. 

Kassala is situated upon the river Gash or March, which, although dry during the 
hot months affords an unlimited supply of good water from wells dug in its sandy lx*d. 
During the dry season, from 15th No\ember until 1st dune, the climate is healthy, but 
nt all other seasons the country is extremely dangerous. 

The rainy season commences early in dune, and continues until the middle of 
September. A peculiar fly appears with the lirst rains, that destroys all domestic* 
animal**, and would utterly vanquish an army by annihilating the beasts of transport. 
The Arabs migrate with their flock** and herds at the commencement of the rains, and 
congregate in the desert about Gozerajup, ninety-six miles north of Kassala, which at 
that season abounds in pasturage and is extremely healthy, and free from the fatal fly. 

The grant Nubian desert censes at Gozerajup, which is the southern limit of 
sterility; from that point, the country is under (ho influence of the periodical rains. 
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The soil is extremely rich as we approach the south, but in the wet season it heonm..« 
utterly impassable, the mud being several feet in depth 1 ‘ 

From 1st November until 1st June the entire countty it most favourable to 
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2. By independent British forces. 

3. By the employment of 4,000 Indian troops, in conjunction with a paid 
Egyptian contingent, commanded by a British officer. The Viceroy to hand over 6,000 
troops to British service. 

In all eases the attack must take place from the Egyptian frontier. Souakin to 
fonn the paint fie depart for troops acting from the East. 

1. “Alliance with Egypt.” This would secure the object of the expedition without 
delay, Ir/M»jN would Is* sent from Khartoum to Fazoklo and Oellabat, and at once cut 

the retreat of 'I iuMMlorus to the (ialla, while a division from Kassala would cross 
into I igre, and place the King between two fires; at the same time a British division 
would occupy a position in advance of Massowah, and send an ultimatum, allowing a 
specified time for the safe delivery of the captives at bead-quarters, or, in default, the 
combined forces would invade the country, and close in upon the armv of Theodoras 
from throe points. In case of an alliance with Egypt, a British Coni mission should 
accompany the Egyptian forces to treat with the King Theodoras, to guarantee the 
retreat of the Egyptian troops should the captives 1 m* liberaUxl; but to order their 
advance into Abyssinia should harm befal them. The threat of letting loose the Turks 
(as they an* called) upon Abyssinia, would com]*] Theodoras to terms, as the entire 
country would unite in revolution against him should he incur the risk of an Egvptian 
invasion for the sake of the prisoners. 

The reward for the co-oj>eration of Egypt should Ih* that |n>rtion of Abyssinia 
hitherto contested between them,—the great chain of mountains that forms a natural 
boundary, and the Atbana river on the west. 

2. “ Independent British forces” would succeed in conquering Abvssinia by an 
julvuoee as proposed through Souakin, and the occupation of a position inland of 
Massowah, but I do not think they would succeed in liberating the captives, as, the 
rear being open, Theodoras would retreat with them to the interior. They would also 
have many difficulties to contend with, as the Egyptians would not afford them that 
active assistance in procuring supplies and means of transport that they would, if them¬ 
selves allied in action. 

3. “ Tin* employment <»f 4,000 Indian troojw in conjunction with 6,000 men of an 
I'gypliai 1 contingent in British pay,” would render the expedition entirely independent, 
and would avoid all ulterior complications with Egypt. 

Order* would at.once be sent to Khartoum to prepan* lioats ami stores, and to 
expedite 0,000 men in two divisions to arrive in the last week of October, 2,000 at 
( iellabat, and t.000 to the east of Fazoklo, in tile rear of Magdaln, the lu*ad-(puirterH of 
riieodorus and the captive*. The troops at Oellabat would be supported by thousands 
ol the Dabaiua. Shookevy iali, and Kunana Arabs, with unlimited means of'transport in 
camels, and supplies of all kinds; while the Indian forces at Kassala would lx* equal] v 
supported by the Iladdeiidowa, llallonga, Bisharccn, and llamrum Arabs, the latter 
ln'iiig the most magnificent swordsmen of the border tribes. 

I he Indian force would consist of l,000men landed at Souakin, and marched to 
Kassala as a haw* for future operations. Should reinforcements be necessary, they 
could at once be forwarded from Aden, three days steaming from Souakin. 

A division of 2,000 men (Indian troops) would 1 m* discmlmrked on the coast opposite 
Massowah, ami would afford a demonstration upon the eastern frontier. 

Abyssinia would thus be commanded at three points. Theodoras would 1 m* taken 
in the rear by the division at I’azoklo, and his retreat cut off, while an advance of the 
4,000 I ndian troous from Kassala into Tigre would form a nucleus for the rebels already in 
arms against the King to rally around. Arrived in Tigre. the division from Kassala 
could march to the west upon Magdala, as the 2,000 division on the coast of Massowah 
would hold the roar and keep open the communication. 

Theodorus would at once 1 m* surrounded; the Egyptian division from Fazoklo 
would march direct upon Magdala, from which there would In* no ivtreat. Abyssinia 
would be in tin* possession of the British force's, before the expiration of the dry 
season. 

A British Commissioner would accompany tin* Egyptian Contingent to direct the 
operations, and to treat for the liberation of the captives, prior to ti e general advance 
of the three divisions. 

Abyssinia would be compelled to pay tlu cost of the expedition, and would Ik* 
occupied by a portion of the British forces as a material guarantee until the final 
settlement of our claims. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) SAMUEL BAKER. 
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Minute. 

Any proposal or suggestion from such a well-known explorer as Si, .. 

Baker is deservmgof consideration whatever it may be. and althoLh the lwLfnm 
cannot be said to l>e qualified to give an opinion on ^ 

. . • T m { ea,ureo! h,s proposition is, that we should utilize the Effvntians hv 

dueing them to wage war on King Theodore; and he shewed how easily am/ smve!? 
fully they could do so. He said that he had Pertained from of tlVi Wm* 

.. . 

Ell 

withwZi we*have eislhl m M8SS "" :,, ' °" .. 

knows nothing of that route and only s P ,,,U from h,?™; ™ ,! " l,n “ T 'i hut he 

sr* r ;:T - f - 

Of all kinds can he abundantly found 1hi, /» iujd means of transport 

Massowah, our base i„ not'^lmim.t ,,rak, " K 8<,U “ kin - «»««»“* 

manner co-operating wit??!'? In,?,' Kar^' ° Ur I>roRT ™ R Mi,llol “ in any 

brought S?^ about Souakin should be 

communication should lx* had with \ulnr p« ) " r \\ n ^ attention, that some 

while the Viceroy is fa Enghu.d “ 1,8 °“ t '"‘ • verbally at host, 

douhf w. 8 :,'?;," li!^,? KtLt ] u'r i:.» 

of the impression product by LU visit th0U8,,t “ Wcil ^ ‘his [Fj 

July 15, 186/. 

' J. M. 


No. 671. 

Mr. Darin to Lorrl Stanley.—(Received July 15 .) 

U> I°BEO to inform your WIship tta* fa-re 

receive a reply to my letter on the Abyssinian question ?Wch'I wmtewl V" to 
to your Lordship from Florence. ’ "“ 1 wrote a f<, ' r days ago 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) N. DAVIS. 
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Minute. 

If the letter be gone to Florence, give him a duplicate. 

J. MURRAY. 


No. 672. 

Lieutenant Hearxey to Lord Stanley. —(Received July 16.) 


My Lord, July 12, 1867. 

BEING aware that private correspondence often gives fuller intelligence than 
official, 1 have the honour to inform your Lordship that, in a private letter from 
Lieutenant Carew, commanding the “ Ualhousie,” (who lms lieen sent to Massowah 
by Colonel Merewether for some political reason respecting the Abyssinian prisoners), 
that officer states “that it is the belief of all there (Aden and Massowah) that the 
Emperor TlnMxlore will give us the trouble of landing a force on the show's of 
Abyssinia, and that, when lie sees we are really in earnest, he will give up the 
prisoners, and not murder them as is generally supposed, as he, in reality, dreads the 
power of England. 

Seeing in yesterday's paper tlmt the Honourable the member for Aberdeen was 
going to ask some question on this subject on Monday next, I thought that this 
reliable private information might lie of use to your Ixmlship, 

“ Aland fifty miles south of Massowah is a place called, I believe, Stavely Bay. 
A range of hills of upwards of 9,000 feet in altitude run down to within ten or fifteen 
miles of the eoust at the bottom of this bay. Very little difficulty or expense would lx* 
incurred to have this bay explored, and soundings taken, as to whether ships of large 
size could sail up it and a small expedition sent into this range of hills to explore as 
to whether any use could be made of them as a cantonment for a military expedition, 
for the climate of Massowah and the adjacent coasts is terrible. Lieutenant Carew 
concerning this states ‘Aden, in comparison to this place, is cool, and India, alter my 
stay here will lxi a perfect paradise. But if these hills were found practicable (water 
and provisions, Ac., obtainable) one of the greatest of the difficulties, in ease that an 
expedition is doomed necessary, will lx* overcome, and our troops could Ik* located in a 
comparatively cool climate.’ ” 

If 1 receive any further information on this subject from Lieutenant Carew (as 1 
hear of him every mail) 1 will, if agreeable to your Lordship, forward to you any 
intelligence L may hoar or receive. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) A. W. HEARSEY. 


Minute. 

Is this the General Y Any wav, acknowledge and thank. 

S. 


No. G73. 

Mr. Murray to Sir S. Baker. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 16, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the reeeipt of your letter of the 
13th instant, offering suggestions as to the ls*st means to lx* adopted for securing the 
lilx'mtion of the captives in Abyssinia; and 1 am to express to you his Lordship’s best 
thanks for the valuable information therein contained. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 



* 
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No. 674. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Statham. 

Sir , Foreign Office, July 16, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
10th instant, offering to proceed to Abyssinia to effect the liWration of tlu> British 
captives detained in that country ; and 1 am to tluwk you for this offer of service, of 
which, however, ller Majesty’s Government will not avail themselves. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 075. 

Mr. Murray to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

gir, Foreign Office, July 16, 1867. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 24tli ultimo, and to your reply of the 2nd 
instant, respecting Abyssinia, I am directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you a copy 
of a letter which his Lordship has received from Sir Samuel Baker,* treating upon the 
question of the plan to lx* adopted by ller Majesty’s Government for endeavouring to 
effect the* liberation of the captives. 

Any suggestions from such a well-known explorer of the regions Ixmnding on 
Abyssinia must necessarily lx* deserving of consideration. 

A copy of tlus letter will bo sent to the India Office. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 070. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivulc. 

8ir, Foreign Office , July 16, 1H67. 

LORD STANLEY has been informed by the Secretary of State for War that 
Sir Stafford Nortlieote lias lx*en requested to take steps with a view of ascertaining, 
through Indian officers, what measures it may lx* advisable to adopt, in order to secure 
the liberation of the llritisli captives in Abyssinia; and I am din*ct«*d by his Lordship 
to transmit to yon, for the information of the Secretary of State for India in Council, a 
copy of a letter, with its inclosure from Sir Samuel Baker,* which has this day been 
adibvssed to the War Office. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 077. 

Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 16.) 

My Lord, Bekesboume, July 15, 1867. 

I WAS duly favoured with Mr. Murray’s letter of the 4th instant, acknowledging 
the receipt of the letter which I had the honour to address to your Lordship on the 
29th ultimo, referring to a previous one of the 13th ultimo. 

1 now feel it to be my duty to direct your Lordship’s attention to a letter in the 
“Pall Mall Gazette” of*the 11th instant, from “a correspondent,” who, from tin* 
manner in which he expresses himself, may be imagined to have had access to official 


[73] 


No. 670. 


f No. 642. 


7 Q 


















610 


sources of information respecting the contemplated expedition against Abyssinia. If 
this be the ease, I can only hope that the opinions entertained by him are not those of 
the authorities having the direction of such an expedition, inasmuch as some of those 
opinions an* manifestly founded on erroneous or quite insufficient data. 

The writer Mato, that the nearest and l**st road from Massowah to OSondar or 
Magdala, in by Dobarwn, Axum, and Shirtf, and that on this road two ranges of moun¬ 
tains, aiul two considerable rivers have to la* crossed. 

A reference to the map of Abyssinia, forming inrlosure No. 2 in the letter whieli 
I had the honour to address to your Lordship on the 12th of April last, w ill show that 
♦he road thus recommended, which in my said letter is spoken of as “ the middle road,’* 
is neither the nearest nor the lw*st to Magdala, w hatever it may la* to Gondar; on which 
latter place, however, it would la* useless to march, la*eauso it is no longer the capital 
of the KmjHTor Theodore, lie having destroyed and abandoned it, and it lieing now (if I 
mistake not) in the occupation of Tessu (Johazyc, one of the insurgent Chiefs. 'Die 
crossing of two range of mountains and two considerable rivers—the March and 
Takknzye would not merely he a work of supererogation, hut (to rc)>c&t the words of 
my Nuid letter), “ the selection of that road for the march of an invading army, would 
bo attended with n considerable loss of lime, might occasion the illness or death of a 
large number of men, and might even place in jeopardy the success of a campaign.” 

in the second place, the correspondent of the 41 Pall Mall Gazette” says, that 
mules and camels are the animals best adapted to the country. On this point I would 
beg leave to <i note a passage from Major Harris’ work, “The Highlands of Ethiopia.” 
Speaking of the arrival on the frontiers of Slum of the Mission from the British Govern¬ 
ment to King Sahelft Selasye, that officer says (vol. ii. page 325, 2nd edition):—‘‘As 
well from the severity of the climate as from the steepness of the rugged mountains of 
Abyssinia, the camel becomes useless as a lionst of burden ; and none being ever taken 
beyond the frontier, many of the Wnlasmn’s retinue now gazed on the ungainly 
quadrupeds for the first time. Consequently,” (as he states in page 352), “ the presents 
for the King and the baggage of the Mission were consigned to the shoulders of 000 
grumbling Moslem porters.” 

In like manner, the baggage of Mr. Bnssnm and bis party, ns long as they 
travelled through the frontier districts between Mas sow all and Matemma, was carried 
on camels; hut when they started from Matemma for the Emperor’s camp, “ they had 
no less than 1,200 porters/* 

My own three years’ personal experience of travelling in Abyssinia is, that whilst 
camels are used in the low and desert countries, and bullocks in part of Tigre near the 
coast, the general means of transport on tin* tableland that is to sa, through Abyssinia, 
projH»rlv no called arc mules, asses, horses, ami men. 

When I went to Slum in lsto, my baggage (like that of Major Harris’ Mission in 
the year following), was conveyed by camels across tin* deserts ol‘the Danakil, Ik* tween 
Tajurmli and the frontier of Slum; but in all my subsequent peregrinations through 
most of the provinces of the Empire, 1 used mules and lu>rs<*s, with occasional porters 
for light weights. And on leaving the country in 1813, 1 took my mules down with 
me down to Nikulin, opposite M unnow all. 

On my recent visit to Abyssinia, my baggage was carried by camels from Nikulla 
to the foot of Mount Shumfaite, in the \ alley of the Hod ns, whence it was taken up to 
the tableland on bullocks sent down for that purpose by the inhabitants of Ifalai; and 
on my return to Massowah, the same jxxqdc brought if down all the way to Arkiko on 
bullocks and asses (with also a few porters), w it limit employing camels at all. 

As the success of any warlike expedition into Abyssinia will depend on the prepa¬ 
rations and arrangements made for it, far more than on the general efficiency and 
conduct of the army itself, 1 am sure that your LmKhip will not l>e displeased l>y the 
observations which 1 have thus taken tin* liberty of making. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BERE. 


Minute. 

Acknowledge and thank for Ills useful and practical observations. 
July 20, 1867. 
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No. 678. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Morris. 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 16, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
9th instant, renewing your claim, and that of other artizans engaged by Colonel 
Mere wet her for service in Abyssinia, to the balance of three years’ salary, ami trans¬ 
mitting in support thereof a case submitted to aud reported ou by Counsel, w hose 
opinion, however, seems to Lord Stanley to coincide entirely w ith Ins Lordship's, and 
is adverse to the legality of your claim. 

This opinion is also quite in accordance with the terms of the letter written to you 
by Colonel Merewcther in answer to the letter which you wrote to him at Aden, and 
which is printed at page 7 of your ease, hut a copy of which answer is not inserted 
amongst the papers composing your ease. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 079. 

Mr. Murray to Captain 1'usscll. 

Sir, Forviyn Office, July 18, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
12th instant, offering to proceed to Abyssinia to procure tin* liberation of the British 
captives, and making suggestions as to military operations in that country. I am to 
thank you for this communication, and to inform you that any proposals on the subject 
of military' operations should Ik* addressed to the Secretary of State for War. 

f am, Ac. 

(Sigucd) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 680. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Snow. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 18, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
12th instant, and to thank you for your offer to proceed to Abyssinia, in order to 
endeavour to liberate the British captives detained in that country, ller Majesty’s 
Government w ill not avail themselves of your offer. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 681. 

Mr. Gurdon to Mr. Murray.—(Received July 18.) 

My dear Sir, Treasury, July 17, 1867. 

BEFORE finally approving of the account of the expenses of tin* Abyssinian 
Mission, forwarded in your letter of the 27th June, the Treasury Auditor would lie 
much obliged if the Foreign Office w ould certify— 

1. That the amount, 39,201 rupees, 14 annas, 1 pice, stated by Colonel Merewcther 
to have l>een received from the Aden Treasury by him is correct. 

2. That the rates of the salaries paid to the Engineers aud w orkmeu are approv ed 
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by Lord Stanley, viz.: chief engineer, 1,000/.; assistant ditto, 500/.; three mechanics 
at 300/.; two mechanics at 270/.; their allowances for outfits being 100/., GO/., and 
30/. respectively. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) WM. B. GURDON. 


No. 082. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Beke. 

ir. Foreign Office, July 20, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
15th instant,* and to thank you for your useful and practical observations on the best 
means of transport and on the routes in Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(8igned) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. G83. 

Major Leveson to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 20.) 

My Lord, The Ship Hotel, Charing Cross, July 18, 1867. 

J N April 1805,t I volunteered my services for the purpose of negotiating the release 
of Captain Cameron and his companions, but other arrangements having been made 
iny oiler was declined. 

Mon* limn two years have now elapsed and the captives an* still in chains, all 
negotiations having own simply treated with contempt. This result might have lieen 
prognosticated, as an Armenian, or Levantine, was the very last person to have boon 
sent, those races being distrusted and look(*d down upon by other nationalities in “the 
East," on account of tin* general character they lx*ar for deceit and duplicity. 

At last, wearied out with the fruitless attempts that have hitherto 1 k*cti made to 
negotiate, the nation at large* seems to have determined that either the captives shall 
Ih* set free by force, if necessary, or that Theodoras the King shall be punished. 

The chances are, that when hostile measures an* commenced, that the lives of all 
the captives will lie at once sacrificed, as the King, who is said to be at the head of 
about 10,000 men at Debra Tabor, would most likely immolate them out of mere 
bravado. 

Nearly four months must elapse before any troops can take the field so ns to act 
with cfficiqney, and Ind'ore any threatening or hostile measures an* carried into effect 
1 ask permission of your lordship to be allowed to attempt by mediation to rescue a 
brother officer and his companions in trouble. 

1 want no aid, and but very little means; all the risk is my own, and I will 
cheerfully run it. 

Should I succeod, a groat expense of life, treasure, and perhaps even prestige, w ill 
lx* spared the country. Should I fail, a single life is the only penalty that can Ik* 
exacted, and that will lx* paid without a regret. “ Le jeu vaut bien la eliandcllc.” 

This is the worst view of the case; but 1 hope and believe that, with tact, the 
release of the captives might lx* arranged Wore any troops were landed at Massowah. 

Under the pn*sent circumstances, now that a part of his territory is in o]x*n revolt, 
under different leaders, King Theodorus may find it to his interest to keep on friendly 
terms with this country, lie was once very partial to Englishmen, as Plowden and 
Bell wen' his most trusted friends and Ultimate companions for a long series of years, 
and l know the former gentleman had a very high opinion of him, as some years ago 
lie invited me to join him in Abyssinia for the purjxisc of hunting large game with the 
King, and hail l not lx*en suffering from the effects of severe wounds, I should have 
w antlered over the country simply for sport. I do uot anticipate much danger to myself 
were I to go now'. 

t No. 14ft. 


i 
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expels ^ ’ 1 "I ° ft * n ^ wUed alon( ' “ havin* mad. several 

i q e?iLT d f n ^ rous I s th * on ® 1 no . w "iah to undertake. I am accustomed 
if!™ r' ' haV T,"' t " n,fd ,hnv tl,nps ‘lie west roast of Equatorial 

besides haying made long exploring trips into the interior from ..ast const 

I would make my way, via Massowah or Tajurah, to the camn at Debra Tahor 
and present myself to the King as the friend of Plowden, and! like hfmrt^clv to 

antfr^ ffi • 1 ‘• n . <lpavou f to persuade him to send hack Cameron nnd'the other 

captnes, offt ring to remain myself in their st«*ad. 

out, i f S£ rdBhiP 8h0Uld 860 fit *° en,rU! * me wi,, ‘ this Mis8ion - it If carried 

still ™tonw ° lh<,r han<1, if * hould 1,0 ( l < 'termined to commence hostilities, I would 
Still , olunteer my services, as great assistance could Ik- rendered to an in vat line I dree 

by creating divers,on, in different pari. of the oountrv. Several Lvin," s an- w,id to 
!hei" 8 fT ° n ’ Un,1, f (Wr " pn * lenders, at the present time; and, were a contingent 

,rooJ h :;/\T h , | rihe8 ° f 5f ni J tjm .’ mr f,ro now mi <* to be holding their nwn against the 
troops of I litssloni,, rn the Province ol Shirt!; whilst Menilek in Shoa Tiulla (iwalu 

rt-vdt J ““’ akS,mm 0obe,i in Ti ^' »••<' Ooberi in SanS, ]Tin ™n 

Should the troops of his Highness the Vioerov of Egypt take anv nart in the 

ronlm'iTl'vl 1 WOuld ,®<"* m v ' ,n, . un ' (<l <hat lily services might Is- useful as I 

commanded some of them during the Russian war, when on the Stair of the Ottoman 

, r/IM ZiTT 1 " C ' , ! < ",’. ial IJeutennnt.n„v,™,r of 

X . l a fvnre wound n-eeived i„ an engagement 

and Austria ^ * akp " »>"*<• •™>l«<igns of Italy, Denmark, America, 

hours^notk/ 0 " Ur ' iSl " P "* ' !t *° m,ortain m y Proposal, I am ready to start at three 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) U. A. LEVESON. 


Minutes. 


Acknowledge and thank. 

I fear now it is too late. 


I his is the sort of man who should have gone at first; 

J. MURRAY. 

8. 


No. 081. 

Sir S. borthcote to Mr. Murray.—(Received July 20.) 

Dear Murray, ir » « 

It is possible that something may be said to Fuad Pasha Unit may he useful 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) STAFFORD H. NORTHCOTE. 
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Minute. 


I saw him, and requested him to put in writing what he told me. His reports 
are annexed. 


J. MURRAY. 


No. 686. 

Memorandum by the Rev. W. W. Malet an to Position of the Bi itinh i»» Jerumtiem, 

Juiy 22, 1 866. 

E VICKY other nation of any importance in Europe and Asia, being Christian, has 
its hospice in Jerusalem ; my intercourse with all the Churches' representatives there, 
convince* me that if we could establish one, it would Is* heartily welcomed; and I 
believe that if we could obtain a site in the Holy City to erect a hospice, much good 
would Is* done to our nation undour religion, and our friendly relations with the Sultan 
would be enhanced. 

The Sultan ha* granted sites for large huildings to the French and Russian nations, 
since the Crimean war; that to the French (who asked for it) being the site of a 
Crusader's Church, even though “a mosque and minaret ” had hi Is* pulled down. 

Then* is a ruin of a church called Groat St. Mary, now a heap of rubbish, and 
interfering with the health of its locality, w hich is only of small extent, and has never 
Rid a mosque or minaret on it, and l would humbly petition Hi* Majesty (as it is 
part of the I loyal property) hi grant to me a conditional “concession” thereof, «.e„ 
the site t4> he again given up if a hospice for the British Im* not erected thereon w ithin 
three years from next December. I should Is* very thankful if this could 1m* suggested 
to the Sultan lief ore he quits England. 

1 had two interview* with the new and enlightened Kasha at Jerusalem, and 
showed him a plan for a tramway from Jaffa to .1 erusalem, when lie deelanxl his inten¬ 
tion of at once commencing a road, and perhaps he would entertain the plan, which i* 
Mr. Paget’* patent, in time. I have written to India for sonic seed of the famou* 
Indian millet, called jowatrec, which 1 am sure would flourish on some of the lands 
in his province. 

The American colony at Jaffa, which last year was in groat peril, is now reviving, 
and two shiploads of colonist* no* rxpectixl shortly. The land thereabouts is excellent, 
but large tracts an* waste. The inhabitants an* anxious for European* to come and 
take up the lands ; they gladly bin* the reaping and thrashing machines brought in by 
the Americans ; even the Bedouins applying lor them, and coming to visit Mr. Adams, 
the enterprising Chief of the colony. An excellent harbour could Is* made at Jaffa, 
as 1 showed to his Excellency the Kasha, and it might 1 m* in connexion with the 
tramway, which could lie made at less than half tin* cost of an ordinary railway. 

Lastly, 1 mav add, that travelling in Palestine is everywhere perfectly safe, 
whether from Jaffa to Jerusalem, or thence to the Jordan, to Gaza south, or to 
Damascus north. The Mussulmans and Christians in Jerusalem are on friendly terms, 
and the contention* brtween the Christians of east and west, who used to defile the 
Holy Sepulchre, have b«*cn unknown for the last two years. In fact, the Greek, 
Orthodox, nnd other Eastern Churches are conferring for agreement*, and the Latin 
Patriarch is on friendly terms with the Eastern Patriarchs, so l was assured by 
Monsignor Vincenzo, Vicar-General for the Patriarch Valerga, who has gone to Rome 
fur the great ivntentan fdte. 

Ardeleu Vicarage, Buntingford, Herts July 22, 1867. 

(Signed) W. W. MALET. 


No. 686. 

Memorandum respecting the Abyssihians at Jerusalem, by the Re r. IU IV. Malet, formerly 
and for ten years in the Bombay Ciril Service, July 22, 186(5. 

DURING a visit I paid to Jerusalem lietween the 1st and 20th of June, 1867, I 
liecame acquainted w ith the heads of the various Christian communities there, viz., 
Greek, Lit in, Armenian, Syrian, Coptic, and Abyssinian. 
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Of this last. Father Safedb, a priest, is at present Superior. Their convent consist* 
of miserable huts and cave* adjoining the mins of a hospice of the Knights of St. John 
of Malta • close to the Churoh of the Holy Sepulchre, and the well-built convent of 
the Copt*. In this community of Abyssinian* there an* now seventy-one members, 
four of whom aro priests. For four years past they have not Iwn able to ham* their 
“ Eucharist ”—a holy communion, on aooount of being without a plait* for worship, 
i. e., a chapel and altar in the Church of the Sepulchre—like all the other communities. 
Saleeb was much hurt at this, and said “it was taking life from them.’* Till four 
▼ears ago, for a long time, they had used the same chapel and altAr as the Copts, who 
had now obtained exclusive use of it. 

Mr. Finn, the British Consul, hail w ished them to continue their right; hut when 
a dispute arose, it went before the Court at Constantinople, where they had no one to 
speak for them. At one time the Copts form! open the door of the (*lm|M*l when it was 
the Abramians’ turn to have it from Mr. Finn. The British Consul had been directed 
to use his influence to obtain justice for them ; hut when the violence of flu* Copts was 
reported by him to the British Ambassador, Sir Henry lhilwer, at Constantinople, the 
Consul could not obtain a reply, so he could do nothing. King Theodoras had been 
informed of the whole matter, hut he was so engaged in war that he could not send 
any one to plead for them. 

Saleeb knew that several English were in prison in Abyssinia, and was very sorry 
for it. The Copts were rich, and had mid large sums of money at Constantinople to 
obtain their ends; but the Abyssinian* had no money. 

The above information was given tome by Saleeb during an interview I had with 
him in his miserable dwelling. He requested me to take to England a book he bad 
written for l<onl Bute; he also sent me a letter to Lord Bute concerning his grievances, 
and showed me the following testimonial:— 

“ Jerusalem, September 14, 1866. 

“ I am requested by Father Saleeb, Superior of the Abyssinian convent lien*, to 
give him a certificate that I am now having a copy of the .Ethiopic Missal tmuscrilied 
for ine by one of his religions. I may take the opportunity of saying that I believe 
then* could not 1m* another object found more deeply neediug charitable offerings than 
this community. 

“ (Signed) Bute.** 

They call the language “ Amharte.” They showed me several manuscript copies 
of the four Gospels beautifully written by them. The language is not printed 
apparently:— 

“On the 19th of June I met Benjamin, a Greek, and very learned Krofessor of the 
Theological Seminary at the Greek Convent and College of Ht. Cross, two miles front 
Jerusalem, lie said the Greeks wen* well disposed towards the Abyssinia ns, who had 
boon hardly treated. He believed that tin* continuance of the captivity of the English 
by Theodoras was caused by this treatment, viz., the privation of the uoh place in the 
Church of the Resurrection. The British authorities at lirst defended the Abyssinian*, 
and then deserted them. He luul heard that un Armenian hail been employed to 
intercede w ith the King on lx* half of the prisoners, which was absurd ; for, firstly, the 
Armenians, taking advantage of the poverty of the Abyssinian*, had deprived them of 
their property; and, secondly, they wen* a people unknown to King Theodore. 
Professor Benjamin said the plan would Im* to get the Coptic Patriarch at Cairo, and 
the Givek Patriarch at Alexandria, to intercede with Theodoras, and at the same time 
the British Government to treat with the King, and offer, by way of ransom, to supply 
the A hyssinians in their convent with food to the same amount us the Armenians do, 
who, being relieved of this obligation, might Im* induced to give up part of tin* vast, 
spare they have in the Church of the Srpulehro, for a cha|M*l to the A hyssinians, in 
which the Sultan could greatly assist, as the Armenians an* his subject*. The Arme¬ 
nians supply the Abyssinian* daily with two large easaroles of soup and seventy-five 
small loaves of bread at the cost of about 10 piastre*, or 10 francs, per diem, which 
might be discharged at once by comparatively a small sacrifice for England, say, alsmt 
3,000/. The custom began 160 years ago, when the Ahyssinians were stnrvmg, and 
when to obtain this allowance of food they gave up to the Armenian* all that space in 
the Church of tin* Sepulchre which now is occupied by their convent in the precincts 

* I he} declare this site i» inherited from the Queen of Sheba, to whom Solomon gave it. 
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,„d their chapel., nerving only a mall chapel for themselva. and the Copt, in 

i'^T^ring about the va»t court., and naa^ge. of the 
urging their prayer, and rea<ling therr b.hle. agarnat the 

* t0r “‘TheirVti.u,.v and devotion i. worthy of a better late, and their poverty i» 

^ e8el Frtim O t , l»e i ^tdncw.^ndiic^* t l R ^'^^^*® r0m th - Armenian Patriarch at the Conv,u,t 
of 8E tZitn. I M sure, he wouU Ihj™ tonj M,alf of.hew 

, KH , r iM>oplc; and if my nervier be required in this affair by Her - *.) • . . 

Orders- translated into his language, ll “' n . m ‘* T™^ 101 '^ C 1 

JenSenl, but now they have hen • discharged ' from that protect™, and the Copt, 
have gained nil by money." , , 99 1Rfi7 

PW CM, 17. St. *-"»«“• ^ILLIAMWYNDIIAM MALET 

Vicar of Ar'bby, Hert. (on bare). Pilgrim to Jmcaalem in IHfi/. 
for the Association for Promoting Union of Christendom, con- 
sitting of near 10,000 Members. 


No. 687. 

Lieutenant Macgregor to Mr. Murray. -(Received July 22.) 

RJp Junior United Servile Club, London , July 20, 1807. 

y U)OKlN(i to the oossihilitv of hostile measures looming necessary against 

Abyssinia and to the fact; tliat very little information of a military luitim has mm 

miblished’regarding that eouutrv, 1 am anxious to offer my wmn*s lor tin* \mr\K**' ot 
pubuslM a r< -,.n - j uml , uu , Uv ]M) i Ilt oU t, that tor the success of any 

regirding my e«,»hili.i« for the wnrk^ ^ 

(Sii'iiisl) M. MACGREGOR, Lieutenant. 


Minute. 


Refer him to War Office. 
July 25, 1867. 


S. 
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No. 687*. 

Captain 8noxr to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 22.) 

My Lord, 11, Grove Place , Prompt on Road , July 22, 1867. 

ON the 11th instant I was requested hv your Lordship to put in writing my 
suggestions for liberating the British captives in Abyssinia. 

At some trouble, and the cost, to me, now, of Valuable time, I did so,* with the 
hope that such would not be in yain. 

I also once again broke my determination never to give my ideas and plana to 
any one unless I was sure they were not going to be appropriated by some more favoured 
ones than myself. 

I have received vour Lordship’s reply, and can hardly understand its abruptness 
and unexplained refusal of my otter. 

As I have before stated, my Lord, 1 was simply an Englishman seeking the honour 
of his country disgraced, as 1 hear it frequently asserted abroad, by allowing the 
captivity of our countrymen in Abyssinia—and desirous of engaging again in the 
cause of humanity. 

But I was no beggar or office-seeker. As a free man, independent, though poor, 
I gave my ideas on the subject, and think 1 was entitled to some explanation as to 
why, on the sudden, they were rejected. 

If your lordship consulted some |arsons I suspect, and they, as always, again 
tried to thwart any plans emanating from me, it is only what 1 might suppose. But 
the public will shortly, through an address and a new work of mine, l hope, lie able 
to bettor understand the great injustice done to me in the matters I refer to. 

In the present ease, mv Lord, I will only add that having, in my first letter, 
forwarded some printed extracts useful to me, 1 have to request your Lordship will 
direct them to be returned. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) W. PARKER SNOW. 

| Returned, July 25, 1867.] 


No. 688. 

Major De Dohse to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 26.) 

^ our Excellency, 29, Momimjton Road, New Cross , July 22, 1867. 

HA\ INO just now read that one or two of the Abyssinian captives most probably 
died, 1 am more anxious than ever to 1 m* sent to Abyssinia, so tliat I may try to save 
the poor sufferers from the same fate. 

I am sure that 1 shall succeed in my endeavours to release them, being easier for 
me as an officer to come to an understanding and final result with King Theodore 
regarding them. II I cannot succeed in a diplomatic wav, 1 have then something else 
toi offer to the obstinate King, which he will in lib present troublesome stab* perhaps 
willingly accept. 1 shall he most happy to devote and sacrifice myself for those poor 
sufferers in case of necessity. Being an experienced officer, 1 shall offer to the King 
my service, ami oblige myself to drive the reliels out of his kingdom, and to defeat 
them at once, if he assured me of the release of the poor captives, after having 
succeeded in it. That will please the King much, and what the most skilful diplomats, 
if sent to him, and a large army an* totally unable to do that would easily—I say 
easily, for the deed 1 had to undertake would not lx* too great for mo— Ik* achieved hv 
one officer. It is only wasting time and money to send anv one else hut such an officer, 
who would like to enter into such engagements I mentioned. 

If your Excellency cannot mi*et with my opinion in the case, I am very sorry, 
. to ^.v openly that, the poor prisoners w ill Is* sacrificed, and the double respon- 
sibilities to the nation and to (ifnl will rest on those Ministers of State that had to do 
with this sad case. 

I am sorry that I have no means, else I would three years since have left for 
r _ ~ * See No. 669. 
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Abyssinia, and done that what I should do now, if your Excellency would be kind 
enough to accept my offer. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) Major DE DOH8E. 


Minute. 


This man’s services have repeatedly been declined, 
him ? 


Are we to go on answering 
J. MURRAY. 



No. 

8 . 


No. 689. 

Mr. Murray to Major Lev cion. 

8ir, Foreign Office, July 26, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
18th instant,* offering your services to proceed to Abyssinia to effect the release of the 
British captives there, and containing remarks on the present state of that country, 
and I am to thank you for your communication. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 



No. 690. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Snow. 

8J F| Foreign Office, July 26, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
22nd instant, and, in compliance with the request therein made, 1 am to return to you 
the papers which were inclosed in your letter of the 8th instant.f 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 691. 

Colonel Cooke to Mr. Murray.—(Received July 26.) 

Dear 8ir, 4, Sew Street, Spring Gardens, July 25, 1867. 

I FIND I was mistaken, in talking to you yesterday, about the jKwition of 
Magdala, and as it is not down in Keith Johnston-* s map, which I recommended to 
you, I forward a tracing, by which you will Ik* able to have it put down on that map, 
supposing that you have obtained a copy. 

By putting the tracing over the map and fixing it by Massownh and Tajourah, the 
position of Magdala can be traced or pricked through. 

Believe me, Ac. 

(Signed) A. C. COOKE. 


Inclosure in No. 691. 
Tracing. 


• No. 683. 


f No. 687*. 




I 
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No. 692. 

Mr. Easton to Mr. Murray. — (Received July 26.) 

Sir, Southwark Street, London, July 25, 1867. 

IN April last* I had the honour to report to Lord Stanley the return of Mr. M. E. 
Talbot, Chief Engineer of the Abyssinian expedition, in ill health. 

I now write to acquaint you that, after remaining in London under medical care 
for some time, Mr. Talbot recovered sufficiently to be sent to Ireland to his friends where 
he now is. 

His bodily health is nearly restored, and his mental condition is certainly improved, 
although he is still totally unfit for business of any kind; in fact the constant care of 
an attendant day and night cannot yet be dispensed. 

I understand that Lieutenant-Colonel Mereweather, C.B., has sent a recommenda¬ 
tion to Lord Stanley, that Mr. Talbot should be paid his salary up to the same date as 
Mr. Morris and the other artizans were paid, and also in consideration of the steal and 
promptness displayed by Mr. Talbot that he should be paid a quarter's salary in 
addition. 

1 shall lie glad to be informed what view his Lordship is disposed to take of the 
Colonel’s recommendation, and I would venture to express a hope that it may be a 
favourable one, as in the state in which Mr. Talbot still remains it would be an act of 
charity. 

I append the figures of the amounts that would be payable to Mr. Talbot in the 
two events:— 

£ 0. d. 

S*\*ry from 31$t of Mitch to 3\»t Mtv, two monlht .. .. 166 13 4 

Onr quarter n »al*ry in addition ., ., .. 350 0 0 

Total . £416 13 4 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) JAS. EASTON. 

Minutes. 

I think Mr. Talbot fairly deserves this consideration. 

_ J. MURRAY. 

I think so too. 

S. 


No. 693. 

Mr. Murray to Lieutenant Macgregor. 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 26, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
20th instant, offering to proceed to Abyssinia for the purpose of collecting such infor¬ 
mation as may lie useful in the event of military operations being decided upon in that 
country, and in thanking you for your communication I am to suggest that your 
application should be addressed to the Secretary of State for War. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 694. 

Mr. Perceval to Lord Stanley —(Received July 26.) 

My Lord, 8, Belgrare Street , King's Cross. 

ACCORDING to my promise of yesterday 1 beg to inclose for your perusal my 
opinion upon the difficulties which a military expedition has to contend against in 
marching to the interior of Abyssinia. 

The first step I would take, my Lord, would be to select from among the Light 
Infantry, now stationed in England and India, about 6,000 bachelors, so that any deaths 
which may occur during the expedition w ill incur no expence to the Government in the 
pension department. 


• 8<* No. 568. 
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As travelling in Abyssinia would be by mules and asses, for the most of the hones 
are useless, except on the plains, it is of great importance that the men selected should 
lie the lightest in the army. If the whole wcfr Roman Catholics it would tend much 
to the success of the expedition. 

Should the undertaking prove a failure it would be the means of making the present 
King very popular, and much more powerful than ever he was. 

As soon as he is certain that an invading army is preparing to march into the 
interior, he will at once appeal to the people and persuade them that the object of the 
British expedition is to protestantize the whole country. 

Ahyssinians are something like tlie French, or two parties of Irish fighting at a 
fair, the moment the nolice apjiear they an* united in an instant for their destruction. 

To counteract the influence of the King’ll appeal to the people, especially the 
Tigrians, I am certain if the army was composed of Catholics and accompanied by 
Catholic Priests, who would celebrate mass in the camps, the same as the Abyssinian*, 
the people would be astonished,and seeing with their own eyes instead of being horrified, 
they would Is* pleased, and instead of opposing the advance of the army they would 
join it by thousands. 

Should the Ahyssinians l>e engaged they should never be intrusted with any post 

importance either on the march or in battle. 

They could be used when paid or well fed, to bring in supplies, but the information 
department should Ik* in the hands of the Barbarins, and the Arabs of Nubia and 
Tadj until. 

The people should 1 k* well paid for the first fortnight, and after that they should 
get so much a month of their pay, and for the sake of the balance they would remain 
until the expedition was over. 

The Ahyssinians are very treacherous and cowardly before European soldiers, hut 
when once you gain their confidence by gentle coercion they an* easily managed. 

Jt is very important to gather the exile prince s of Abyssinia who an* to Is* found 
in Jerusalem, Alexandria, Cairo, Jidda, Souakin, M<*cca, and Seminar. 

The moment these exiles return under the protection of the British their own 
relations, friends, and followers w ill flock around them 

The Ahyssinians, my Lord, are something like the monkeys, they never obey the 
King’s orders, or that of his officers, when the camp is over twenty miles from‘their 
homes. 

The Ahyssinians will do more for their country than any other nation on the earth, 
hut by giving their leaders a few presents, and sending the exile princes to the front with 
the advance guard of the army, the j>oople will give every assistance in their power, for 
the overthrow of the present try ant, but if the army marched into the interior of the 
country without being accompanied by the exiles, the people would not Ik* pcrsuadixl 
but that England was going to invade the country for the sake of taking and retaining 
possession of it. 

My Lord, 1 will next call your attention to the pa****, how to procure water, 
transport animals and provisions for the expedition, and take each in detail. 

To secure prmisions, agents should proceed to Massownh, Sounkin. Tndjumli and 
Shoa and \\ nag, 1 am certain would Is* able to supply huge quantities of every 
necessary required for the army. 

If provisions an* not scoured now they must Ik* brought from Egypt or India, for 
those towns along the shores of Abyssinia depend often upon Upper Egypt for their 
supplies, even when the Ahyssinians are at |>eaec among themselves. 

The Ahyssinians being treated hv the King the same as the Cretans in Camlia, do 
not cultivate much grain except what’ they require for theirown use. 

'l'he Abyssinian soldiers, my Lord, sue often for days without bread, hut they do 
not feel the want of it as long :u* they can get raw meat, but a British soldier cannot 
subsist on the same food. 

The heat in tin* valleys of Abyssinia is often so great that the streams and rivers 
an* often dried up in a week. 

T° prevent tin* failure of the cx]M*dition for the want of water, I ln*g to say that 
it would l>e very requisite, Indore the rivers dry up, to send small juirties a-head of the 
expedition, in order to dam the different rivers and streams in several places almve 
and below where the army would |»ass, and as m*or as possible to w hen* they would 
encamp. 

A party of thirty or forty, or even a hundred, travellers on their way to the 
interior, by a little exertion ou their own part, would uot suffer much for the want 
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of provisions or water, but there is a great difference between such a party and a large 
army of invasion. 

The four passes of Abyssinia by which the army must enter are Tadjurah, Asmara, 
Alii, and Thiakore. 

The passes of Asmara and Thiakore are reached from the port of Massowah, and 
Alii is reached from tin? port of Arkeeko, fifteen miles from Massowah. 

The Tadjurah puss is the nearest and most dangerous, and should an army come 
from India, the interior of the pass must be secured by the British entering from 
Arkeeko or Massowah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) K. JOYCE PERCEVAL. 

P.S.—The price of good mules in Abyssinia is 23 dollars, pack horses 15 dollars, 
asses from 5 to 6 dollars, fat bullocks from 4 to 5 dollars, good sheep from 1J to 
2 dollars, lambs J dollar. 

K. J. P. 


Minutes. 

This man is not to lx? trusted. We know him, and I don’t think him sane. (Seo 
Minute on No. 820, Part I, and No. 719, Part II.] 

Query, simply acknowledge anil thank ? 


And send to India Office. 


8 . 




No. 095. 

Acting Consul-General Reade to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 27.) 

(No. 10. Consular) 

My Lord, Alexandria, duly 13. 1*07, 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that I have this day drawn on 
the Chief Clerk of the Foreign Office a bill at thirty days’ sight, in favour of the 
Egyptian Commercial and Trading Company (Limited), for the sum of 147/. 14#. 8d. 
sterling, being the countervalue, as |»er inclosed banker’s note of exchange, of two 
drafts drawn on Her Majesty's Agent and Consul-General in Egypt by Mr. liussum r 
dated respectively Mngdala, Abyssinia, the 23rd and 28th of January last. 

Having l>een applied to for payment of the cheques, which 1 herewith inclose, and 
finding that Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General has, under similar cireum- 
stances, had recourse to the Chief Clerk of the Foreign Office, 1 trust your lordship 
will approve ol’ my doing so in the present instance. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) TIIOS. F. READE. 


Inclosure in No. 095. 

PLEASE to pay to Rev. Mr. Haussmann, at Cairo, or order, the sum of (£100 
sterling) one hundred and six pounds sterling. 

Gaffut, May 3, 1 >07. 

(Signed) CII. E. BENDER. 

Pour moi, h l’ordrc de l’Egyptian Commercial and Trading Company (Limited), 
valeur en compte de W. Duisberg. 

Cairo, le ^0 Mai, 1867. 

(Signed) C. F. IIAUSSMANN. 

Pour acquit: 

(For the Egyptian Commercial and Trading Company (Limited) 

(8igned) A. LANDAU. 

A. ELL1STON, Accountant. 

Accepted : Cairo, May 23, 1807. 

(Signed) TIIOS. F. READE, 

Acting Agent and Consul-General. 

7 T 


[73] 
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(June 13, 1867.) 


Mogdola, Abyssinia, January 23, 1867. 

At twenty days after sight, please to pay tiiis my note of exchange in favour of 
Hr. Bender, of Gaffat, Abyssinia, or order, for the sum of one hundred and six pounds 
sterling, value received. 


£106. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM, 

On Special Mission to the Emperor of Abyisinia. 
To Iler Britannic Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General, 
in Egypt. 


Please to pay to Rev. Mr. llaussmann, at Cairo or order, the sum of two hundred 
Maria Theresa dollars. 

Gal)at, March 3, 1867. 

(Signed) CH. F. BENDER. 

Pour moi, k l’ordre de l’Egyptian Commercial and Trading Company (Limited), 
valeur on compte de M. W. Duisberg. 

Cairo, le 20 Mai, 1867. 

(Signed) C. F. IIAUSSMANN. 

Pour acquit: 

(For the Egyptian Commercial and Trading Company (Limited) 

(Signed) A. LANDAU. 

A. ELL18TON, Accountant. 

Accepted : Cairo, May 23, 1867. 

(Signed) TUGS. F. READE, 

Acting Agent and Consul-General. 


(June 13, 1867.) 

Magdala , Abyssinia, January 28, 1867. 

At twenty day’s sight, please to pay this ray sole of exchange in favour of 
Mr. Bender, of Gailat, or order, for the sum of two hundred German crowns, value 
received. 

(Signed) H. RAS8AM, 

On Special Mission to the Emperor of Abyssinia. 

To Her Britannic Majesty's Agent and Consul-General 
in Egypt. 

$ 200 . 


Note de Negotiation. 

Dc Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General for Egypt it V Egyptian Commercial 

and Trading Company (Limited). 

Appoints: 

£106 0 0 sterling, draft Rassnm, sur Londres. 

41 14 8 „ being Rassam’s draft for $200 at 20per 

Ordro: 

Against cession on Foreign Office, at 30d. per dollar, £117 It 8. 

Au eours de jMiri. 

Alcxandrie, le 13 Juillet , 1867. 

(Signed) A. ELLISTON, Accountant. 
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No. 696. 

Sir J. Fergusson to Mr. Mutray. — ^Received July 27.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, July 27, 1867. 

WITn reference to your letter to the War Office of the 25th June,* a copy of 
which was forwarded to this Department by the War Office, requesting that informa¬ 
tion might be procured from India with a view to possible operations in Abyssinia, 1 
am directed by Sir Stafford Northcote to state, for the information of Lord Stanley, 
that he has instructed the Government of Bombay, by telegraph, to obtain all neceB- 
sary information, and to dispatch competent officers to the Red Sea, with a view to the 
most thorough inquiry l>eing made in communication with Colonel Merewethcr. 

Sir Stafford Northcote has further, by telegraph, directed that he may bo 
informed, as soon as possible, how long a time all the necessary preparations will 
require, in order that any operations in Abyssinia, which may be determined upon, 
may bo conducted within the limits of the ensuing cold season. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES FERGUSSON. 


No. 697. 

Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 27.) 

My Lord, Bekesbourne, July 26, 1867. 

I AM favoured with Mr Murray’s letter of the 20th instant,f conveying to me your 
Lordship's thanks for the observations relating to Abyssinia contained in the letter 
which l had the honour to address to you on the 15th instant. 

Your Lordship lx*ing pleased to regard those observations as useful and practical, 
l am willing to hope that the following remarks may prove not less serviceable; they 
are occasioned by an article in the “ Morning Post ” newspaper of the 13th instant, 
emanating (as I have reason to believe) from a person of distinction, whose opinions 
could not fail to have great weight with Her Majesty's Government, on account, of his 
antecedents and position, for which reason it becomes a matter of imperative duty with 
me to show that such opinions are erroneous, and, if acted on, might lx* attended with 
fatal conseq nonces. 

The article in question says :—“ It will, therefore, be of the first importance, before 
commencing a campaign, to inquire into the advantages and the disadvantages of the 
expedition. From whom are we to obtain tin* necessary information? Few travellers 
have had long experience in Abyssinia, hut from their reports we gather the following 
important data. There art* seasons that would Ik* favourable and seasons that would lx* 
fatal to an expedition. There are vulnerable points of the frontier that could offer a weak 
resistance; and there are positions rendered impregnable by natural obstacles. There 
is a peculiar fly that, at certain seasons, forces the Arab trilx*s upon the Nubian frontier to 
emigrate with their thx*ks and herds to the distant desert, as no domestic animal can 
survive its venon. This alone would vanquish an army by annihilating the means of 
transport. There an* impassable torrents until the cessation of the rains. There an* 
malignant fevers that would destroy the native and the stranger, should they remain in 
the fatal locality during the unhealthy months; whilst on the other hand there are vast 
advantages to an invading force if guided by one experienced in the country. 

“ It is not our intention to suggest a plan for an Abyssinian campaign; neither is 
it our determination to throw difiieulti«*s in the action of tin* Government by opposing 
any plans of operation upon which they may decide; lmt it is our duty, in conjunction 
with that of the entire press of Great Britain, to caution the Government against the 
commission of such errors as have led to our failure in former wars. We must * hx>k 
before wo leap.’ If we are ignorant of the localities, we must study the experience, of 
others. There an* travellers still living who can afford all the necessary information. To 
them we must turn, and thoroughly investigate the physical conditions of the country 
before we commit ourselves to an invasion. 

“ From practical authority we have learned that the rains commence in June and 
cease in September; during the perifsl no military operations an* possible. From the 
middle of S»*ptemlx*r until about the middle of October the intense heat of the sun 
acting upon the sodden ground and rank vegetation produces the most fatal diseases; 
therefore this unhealthy month must be avoided. The grass is of that Brobdignagian 

• No. 626. f No. 662. 














growth that it is impossible until it is sufficiently dry to burn. This is in November, 
at which time the fire clears all before it, the country becomes healthy, and troops are 

freC \VhiUt unhesitatingly endorsing the sentiments of the writer as regards the 
necessity for “ caution against the commission of such errors as have led to our failure 
in former wars,” and for “ studying the experience of others, I am forced to assert 
most unequivocally and unreservedly that, however practical and however high in other 
respect* the authority may be on which the statements in the forgoing extracts are 
based, those statements prove him to lie totally misinformed as regards Abyssinia, that 
is to say that portion of the high table-land of Eastern Afnea, which during the last 
few centuries has been under the rule of the sovereigns known as the Kings or Emperors 
of Abyssinia, to the exclusion of the neighbouring low countries comprised by the 

Mahometans under the general designation of Haliesh. 

Abyssinia thus restricted, as I have publicly explained on numerous occasions, 
though apparently to no purpose as regards such practical authorities, is a high table¬ 
land, of which the climate and atmosphere are remarkably and even exceptionally 
healthy; it is inhabited by a settled agricultural people, living on grain and pulse of 
various sorts of their own cultivation, and on the flesh of their flocks and herds and 
domestic fowls, all of which they possess in large numbers, together with horses, asses, 
and mules; their cattle are not infested by a peculiar fly any more than those of the 
equally settled agricultural people of the Peninsula ot India, whom in general habits 
the natives of Abyssinia may lx* said to resemble; and consequently they are not forced 

to emigrate to avoid any such fly. .. 

As regards the seasons of the year in Abyssinia, I should have thought that the 
most cursory examination of any of the numerous works of travellers in that country 
would have'prevcnh'd such statements as are made in the foregoing quotations. I_ will 
refrain from using my own practical authority, but will appeal to that of Mr. Salt, as 
recorded in Lord Valentia’s “Travels.” That gentleman who, as your Lordship is 
aware, was Secretary to Lord Valentia, and afterwards Consul-General in Egypt, was 
sent in the year 1805 on a Mission to Ras Walda Selassie, then the Ruler of ligrd and 

Mr Salt left^Arkeeko, on the coast of the Red Sea, on July 18th, and arrived at 
Antalo, the Kim’s residence, on August lHtli. From this place he went on an excursion 
to Adowa and Axum. the ancient capital, returning to Antalo in time to he present on 
September 2<ith-thc feast of “ Maskal” or Holy Cress day, with ns tailing cm 
Septemlier 14th, new style—at a grand muster and review ot the Ras* trrx>ps, who 
•• had for several davs past Wen wisemhling from all parts of that Prince s dom.n ons ; 
and on October 10th, he left Antalo, on his return to the coast, which he reached in 

perfect health on November 7th. , 

From these particulars it will he perceived that Mr. Salt visited Abyssinia, and 
there travelled freely in all directions, without in the least suffering from lever or other 
ill-effect* of the climate, precisely during the period in which the “practical authority 
of the “Morning Post” asserts that, “no military operations are possible; and 1 
mnv further draw attention to the single fact, without deeming it necessary to appeal 
to other nutl orities, that the great Imttle in 1512. fought by the Enqicrer Claudius and 
the Portuguese followers of Don Christopher da Gama against Ahmed Granye, King of 
Adel, which freed Christian Abyssinia from the Mahometan yoke, took place on the 

30th of the month of August. # 1Q ., . . . 

1 beg leave to annex a cutting from the “Times” newspaper of the 18th instant, 
containing a letter to the Editor, in which I gave an account ot that bat tie, together 
with other particulars, which 1 would hope may be interesting and useful to your 

lordship. _ . - 

1 I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Inclosure in No. 697. 


Extract from “ The Times ” of July 18, 1867. 

War with Abyssinia. 

To the Editor of “ The Times.” 

Sir, Bekesboume, July 16, I8G7. 

THE opinion has been expressed in the columns of more than one of your 
contemporaries that in the war with the Emperor Theodore, now imminent, a largo 
army would be necessary. Ten thousand soldiers of all anus are commonly s)>oken of, 
and even as many as 15,000 men have l»een suggested. These, with the concomitants, 
would amount to a very considerable force, and would cost the nation an enormous 
sum of money. 

The idea of the necessity for such a large force can only arise from an insufficient 
acquaintance with the power and resources of the Rulers of Abyssinia. Whatever 
these may have lx*cn in past ages they have become so weakened and exhausted by 
internecine ware that the present Emperor, and the entire country under his nominal 
sway (even were it united and in subjection, instead of being split up into jmrties all in 
open rebellion), could not offer any serious resistance to a well-armed and disciplined 
European force quite insignificant in numliers, according to our European notions. 

The Portuguese expedition into Abyssinia towards the middle of the 16th century 
will best illustrate what is thus advanced. 

In July 1511, Don Christopher da Gama, youngest brother of the celebrated 
Vasco da Gama, entered Abyssinia with 150 musketeers and six small pieces of 
artillery, his object being to assist the Christian Emperor Claudius against the 
Mahometan King of the neighbouring country of Adel, Ahmed Grilnyc (“ Mohamed 
Gragne”), who, with the assistance obtained from the Turks, then all-powerful in the 
Red Sea, had invaded Abyssinia, conquered the native troops in related battles, and 
overrun and devastate most of the provinces of the Empire. 

l)a Gama first met the enemy in Tigre on the 26th of March of the following 
year (1512), when a conflict took place of no importance, except that the Portuguese 
kept their ground and the Mahometans retreated. 

Having united his forces with those of the Empress, Don Christopher marched 
southwards and encamped in Woffln, a district of I^asta, near the edge of the Abyssinian 
table-land, the enemy taking up his quarters in Zohul, the ncighlxmring low country 
to the eastward of l^asta. In the first instance the native force of Ahmed Granye 
(“Ahmed the Left-handed ”) had consisted of 15.0(H) f<x>t and 1,500 horse, with 2(H) 
Turkish musketeers; hut he subsequently obtained large reinforcements from the 
Turkish Pasha of Zehid, on the opposite shore of the Red Sea, consisting of 3,(HH) 
Turkish infantry, of whom as many as 700 (or, according to one account, 900) were 
musketeers, with ten pieces of artillery, besides numerous volunteers from Arabia. 
Don Christopher’s army, on the other hand, consisted of his 450 Portuguese musketeers, 
with, it is true, numerous attendants and camp followers, to whom were joined about 
12,000 native Abyssinian foot soldiers armed with spiars, and a few horsemen. His 
field-pieces were six in nmnlier, and these in no good condition. 

The two armies met in AVoffla on tin* 30th of August, 1542, when a pitched battle 
ensued. At the first discharge of the Turkish artillery the whole of Da Gama’s 
Abyssinian allies precipitately fled. The Portuguese, though thus left to fight single- 
handed against so overwhelming a force, offered a long and determined resistance till 
they lost 160 of their number, and their brave leader being wounded was taken 
prisoner ami lieheaded by the conqueror. 

This reverse was soon and signally revenged. The Turkish Contingent from 
Arabia having !>een withdrawn in consequence of disputes between the Moslem 
Commanders, Ahmed Granye was left to his own native resources, and the Portuguese, 
now reduced to alxmt 4(H) in numlx*r, having joined the Emperor Claudius, a pitched 
battle was fought between the Christian and Mahometan armu*s on the 10th of February, 
1543, when the latter was completely defeated and put to flight, Ahmed himself 
remaining dead on the field. 

From the foregoing details it will he perceived that the temporary defeat of the 
Portugu<*se did not arise from any superiority on the part of Ahmed Granye himself 
but was caused by the presence of his Turkish auxiliaries, who, Wsides iMjssessing a 
larger number of muskets and guns, were proliahly not much inferior in discipline to 
the Portuguese themselves. It was, in fact, as if, at the present clay, the Emperor 
f73] 7 U 
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Theodore were aided by the Viceroy of Egypt, instead of the case being that this 
Prince would only be gfad of an opportunity to unite his forces to ours in the invasion 
of Abyssinia. 

Left to bis own native resources, the Emperor Theodore would be even less able 
to cone with an European force than was Ahmed, the Left-handed, himself. 
Captain Cameron, writing from Magdala as lately as the 17th of last April, states that 
the Emperor had then but 5,000 followers, and tliat, in his opinion, 2,000 filibusters 
could conquer the country, and 3,000 regular troops hold and settle it. For my own 
part, were the invading European force not much larger than that of Don Christopher 
da Gama, I should not despair of their penetrating to Magdala and taking it single- 
handed. With the aid of Waagshum Gobayze, the actual Ruler of Tigre and lasta, 
through which provinces they would have to march on that fortress, their task would 
become quite an easy one. 

I am, Ac. 

(8igned) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 098. 

Mr. Hamilton to Mr. Hammond.—(Received July 29.) 

8ir, Treasury Chambers , July 24, 1867. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, to 
transmit to you the annexed copy of an Order from the House of Commons, dated 
the 23rd instant, and I am to request that the return required by that Order may be 

1 >repared and transmitted to me with the least possible delay, for the purpose of being 
aid before the House of Commons. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GEO. A. HAMILTON. 


Minute. 

I think the answer to this is that the principal accounts are those of Colonel 
Merewether, which have been sent to the Treasury in original, and that an account 
will ho furnished of the sums paid by the Chief Clerk of this Ollice. 

J. M. 


Inclosure in No. 098. 

Order of House of Commons } dated Tuesday, July 23, 1867. 

Ordered , That there Ik; laid liefore this House, an account of the expenses charged 
for Mr. Ransom's mission to Abyssinia. 


Memorandum. 

1 submit that T, ns Chief Clerk, have no means of making out the account called 
for by the House of Commons. 

The issues to the Chief Clerk on account of the Abyssinian captives, irrespective of 
a sum of 2,000/. advanced to meet the expenses of Mr. Pal grave’s mission, and which 
2,000 wan inserted by the Treasury in the estimates of 1806-07, have nmnmiU'd to 
4,890/., viz., 3.500/. on account of Mr. Talbot and his companions, and 1,330/. on account 
of the Abyssinian captives generally, but in the estimate for special services for the year 
1807-08, it is stated that the payment at the pay office on account of the expenses of 
Mr. Ransom's mission, between the 1st of January and 31st of December, 1800, were 
0,010/. 0s. 3d. 

1 presume, though l have no means of knowing it, that the 1.830/. paid into the 
Chief Clerk's hands, an* comprised in the 0,010/. 9.v. 3d. mentioned iu the Treasury 
estimate, and that the ditFerenec, amounting to 1,810/. 9.*. 3d., represents bills drawn 
by Mr. Rissam upon Colonel Merewether, and repaid at the pay office to Indian funds 
under orders from the Treasury ; and I have no doubt that this process has been repeated 
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from time to time since the end of last year, for I observe among the papers sent to me 
a letter from the India Office, dated June 23, referring to a previous letter dated the 
1st of May, and begging tliat a sum of 1,456/. 12 s 9d. drawn for by Mr. llassam, 
might be transferred to the credit of the India Office. 

I submit, tlierefore, tliat the Treasury must themselves prepare the returns for the 
House of Common.®. 

With regard to the 1,800/. issued to the Chief Clerk, I beg to state that this money 
has lieen applied (A) in discharge of a small luilanee of 71/. 7s. lid. due on account 
of Mr. Palgrave’s mission, over and aliove the 2,000/. voted by Parliament; (B) in 
payments on account of Mr. Flad amounting to 784/. 15$.; (C) in payments on account 
of Mr. Talliot and his party, amounting to 3,899/. 18s. 3d., including therein moneys 
expended in presents; and (D) in paying bills drawn by the Consulate-General in 
Egypt on account of Mr. Rassam, amounting to 571/. 10$ 7d.; the general account 
being at this moment overdrawn by 527/. 11$. 9d. 

I have suggested in pencil certain alterations in the drafts which I return here¬ 
with. 

Foreign Office, August 1, 1867. F. B. A. 


No. G99. 

Mr. Perceval to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 29.) * 

My Lord, 8, Belgrave Street, King's Cross. 

AT noon, to-morrow, I will place in the hands of your Secretory the names 
of the different passes leading to the interior of Abyssinia. From my long experience 
with the people, and my knowledge of the country and its resources, if my notes are 
of no use to your Department you can hand them over to tin* Commissariat Officer 
of the expedition. Meat is very cheap, and water is plenty; but to procure these, 
agents should In* sent two months liefore the army starts to darn the rivers, close 
to where the party passes the lied of the river; for if not, it will Ik* very inconvenient 
for the army. The tly spoken of does not exist except along the banks of the river 
Mored, and then it is only to lie met with for fifteen or twenty days after the fall of 
the river. The army will Ik* able to cross the valley of the Morel) in twenty minutes. 
I have camped in the l>ed of the river for a month, and neither myself or my 
followers were affected in the least with the fly. The fly of Abyssinia, found on the 
Moreb, is the same as I found along the Iwmks of the Nile, and indeed, not half 
as bad as those I met with along the banks of the rivers Tigris, Euphrates, and 
Indus. Should you send the expedition to Abyssinia through Upper Egypt the fever 
would defeat them. No climate can affect me, and still 1 got the fever for two days 
when last I crossed from Egypt. There are several of the Abyssinian nobility in 
exile, and they can Ik* heard of in Jerusalem, Alexandria, Cairo, Jeddah, Massowah, 
and Tadjuruh. I was Agent for the last King of Tigrtf, when I was in Egypt, 1 am 
acquainted with things which I know if I made public, they would astonish you. 
My Lord, there an* over 3,000 “ British bastards ” in Abyssinia, and 500 of these 
claimed Coffin the papa. In one of the battles fought near Adcra in the time of 
Ras Ali and Oolieay, Coffin commanded, in person, 359 of his own children. I know 
many things have been said of the King, and the Abyssinians, which an* not true. 
I know the time when your Department was guided by false information received 
second-hand from Aden. It was a common thing for Barroni, the Agent at Mussowah, 
to write to the noble and kind-hearted General Coghlan, aud request him to send a 
good barrel of rum for the King, which rum used to lie used to be sold by Barroni 
and his partner, Petross, to the crew of the “ Lady Canning." 1 have known Barroni 
to cash money from the slave-merchants of Massowah, which was due for slaves sold 
to them by one llilli Baja Net, the Agent of the iioiise of Bohamdooni, of ilodideli 
and Aden. The cash was forwarded through the Governor of Aden to the house of 
Pasty, of Alexandria, and there paid to B. Gerard, Barroni’s partner. The sum 
forwarded on that occasion was 2,792 Austrian dollars, and the person who brought it 
was an Indian doing business in Aden by the name of Muttoo. This same Barroni, 
who was represented to the Foreign Office as of great imi>ortanee to the nation, is 
the party w ho was Agent for Savah and Page, of Jeddeli, when they used to import 
poor Abyssinians by thousands and sell them at Jeddeli. They brought them os 
passengers under the British flag, but the moment they landed they were sent to the 
slave-market for sale. You remember, my Lord, the 15th of June, 1858, that was the 
night the Jeddeli massacre took place, and Page and Savah, the great slave-importers 
of Yemen, were the cause of that massacre. Page was Consul, but he wanted to make 









628 


money, and be became a partner in the firm of Savah Brothers. The other 
Mahometan slave-merchant* of the city of Jeddeh being prevented at the time from 
dealing in slaves, they were naturally jealous of the Consul and his partners, and under 
the cloak of religion they sought and succeeded in their destruction. It was not 
intended to harm the French Consul, hut the mob being persuaded tliat they were 
killing the infidels for Allah, they could not be guided by the Agents of Pharojeser 
till they killed, as they thought, the whole of the Christians within the city. I 
escaped lx*caiuc I painted myself with nitrate of silver, coal-dust, and oil, and dressed 
myself in the old clothes of an Abyssinian slave, who was in the Abyssinian khan for 
sale. I made no claim, for I lost nothing but the clothes I gave in exchange to 
the old slave, for which I was repaid with my life. 

1 am, See. 

(Signed) K. JOYCE PERCEVAL. 

P.8.—I have given Mr. Purday some local information about Abyssinian affairs, 
and will Ik* happy to do what I can towards releasing the poor captives. I have a 
few thousand dollars hid in the interior, close to the town of Gundct on the road to 
Adowa. 

[See Minute on No. 820, Part I.J 


No. 700. 

Mr. Murray to Sir J. Fergus son. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 29, 1867. 

I AM directed hv Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith, to Ik* laid l>cfore the 
Secretary of State for India in Council, copies of two letters from Mr. K. J. Perceval,* 
containing information on the subject of Abyssinia. 

The inclosed paper being sent iu original, I am to request that they may 1)0 
eventually returned to this office. 

I am, See. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 701. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Perceval. 

8ir, Foreign Office, July , 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter received 
on the 26th instant, containing suggestions for the release of the British captives in 
Abyssinia, and remarks on the nature of that country ; and I am to thank you lor those 
communications. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 702. 

Mr. Nicholls to Mt. Sanderson.—(Received July 31.) 

Sir, Lancaster House, Conway, North Wales, July 27, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 10th instant, and 
to thank you for having placed mine of 13th before my l>ord Stanley. As Lord Stanley 
kindly desired you to say tliat lie will bear in mind my wish to lx* employed in connec¬ 
tion with operations for the release of the Abyssinian captives in the event of there 
being an opportunity to make use of my services, it may uot be out of place after last 
night’s debate to once more trouble you upon the subject. 

Although the Right ilouourable the Secretary for India has telegraphed to send 
over officers to consult with Colonel Merewether at Aden, I presume that will not 
interfere with any steps Lord Stanley may think tit to take, as to information to lx* obtained 
for his Iiordship’s own satisfaction, more particularly as his Lordship says “ in deciding 
upon the future of action in this matter, we must he guided in a great degree in the 
reports we receive from those whom we employ to investigate it.” 

* Noa. 6$4 and 690. 
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I feel convinced that if Lord Stanley would intrust me with a commission to report 
upon that part of the coast adjoining Abyssinia where English troops and transports 
would be favourably received, (and which I have already visited), it would be in all 
respect satisfactory. 

His Lordship observed, “ Aden is a place without stores and resource*,” a truth 
which a six montlis* residence there lias practically proved to myself; but the place 
indicated in my last letters, will I believe supply all requirements, and I am quite pre¬ 
pored, should his Lordsliip give me this commission, to proceed from the coast of Nubia 
to the interior Ixmler* of Abyssinia, and to accept all risk and dangers. Except at an 
interview I can hardly enter more fully into this matter, but would at once attend in 
London if calhd upon. 

1 beg that you will place this letter before Lord Stanley as you courteously did 
in my last, and 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) U. II. E88INGTON NICHOLL8. 


Minutes. 

I don’t see that there is anything more to lx* said to this man. 
letters to show' to India Office. 


You Imd his former 
T. H. 8. 


Thank, hut state that all necessary inquiries will be made by the India Government. 

J. MURRAY. 

July 31, 1867. 8. 


No. 703. 

Mr. Eveleigh to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 30.) 

My Lord, 12, Tredegar Road, How, July 27, 1867. 

As it is now nlxmt twelve months since I t<x>k the liberty of writing to your 
Lordship, and of asking for an interview in order to lay lx*fore your Lordship informa¬ 
tion which might 1 h* of service in obtaining the release of the prisoners in Abyssinia, 
and which interview was then refused with the statement tliat the information was not 
required; and w hereas the release of those prisoners has not only not Ixxjn effected, hut 
Her Gracious Majesty’s messengers sent on their behalf have also been incarcerated, 
and as it appears from the daily pa|>ers that the British Government has no luqxw of 
obtaining their release without r<*sort to force, the use of which has even lieen 
questioned by some, I trust your I/irdship will pardon me, ns a near relative of Consul 
Cameron, for again lx*gging the favour of an interview, and I earnestly desire such 
interview with your Lordship before the oeeurrenee of the meeting of the British 
Association at Dundee, as papers of mine, relative to the Galla country and Abyssinia 
and their inhabitants, have fx*en promised to Ik* read at that meeting by the Royal 
Geographical Society and by the Anthropological Society ; and 1 should indeed*be 
glad if I could obtain your Lordship’s sanction, even in part, if not altogether, to the 
views I have set forth. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) (iEO. EVELEIGH, M.D., M.R.C.S. Eng., Ac. 


I must see him. Fix a day. 


Minute. 

8 . 


[73] 
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No. 704. 

Mr. Heaney to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 30.) 

My Jjord, London , July 27, 1867. 

FROM your speech last night in the House of Lords I understood you to say that 
an expedition would be, or was being organized to examine the coast of Abyssinia for 
the purpose of selecting a suitable spot for the debarkation of a force that might be 
sent to that country. Knowing how fully your Lordship appreciated the services of 
my father, the late Sir J. B. Heaney, K.C.B., and calling to mind my own humble 
services in General Havelock’s Volunteer Cavalry and elsew here, I have taken the liberty 
of soliciting your Lordship to kindly grant me some appointment in this expedition, as 
I am anxious of proving to the authorities that false confidential reports were made 
concerning me. I ask this as I am precluded from returning to India on account of 
the following circumstances, a detailed account of which I herewith attach. Hoping 
your Lordship will forgive the liberty I have taken in thus addressing you, 

(Signed) ANDREW W.‘ HEARSEY. 

Address: 

Care of Messrs. Smith, Elder, and Co., 45, Pall Mall. 


Minute. 


Answer. The inquiry will be conducted under the Orders of the India Office, 
who alone an* the judges of the officers to Ik,* employed. 


J. MURRAY. 
S. 


Inclosure in No, 704. 

Statement. 

IN November 18(55, whilst serving with Her Majesty’s 107th Regiment, I received 
information that my commanding officer, Colonel Patton (my bitterest enemy), had 
been arrested for debt at the suit of one Razee Mull, of Agra, for the sum of 5(H)/. 

Not having good credit with tlie Indian banks, Colonel Patton fiuled to raise this 
sum from them, and as he had only been given ten days' grace to pay the amount into 
Court (in default of which his person would Ik* attached), he was endeavouring to nego¬ 
tiate a loan with the butcher-contractor (the man who supplied meat rations to the 
regiment). 

From mv knowledge of the native character, I felt convinced that if some stop 
was not put to this proceeding, the men of the 107th would get inferior meat rations. 
If 1 reported Colonel Patton, l should myself Ik* required to prove a most difficult 
charge ; and if I failed in so doing, from the difficulty of procuring the requisite evidence, 
I should myself he tried by Court-martial for bringing frivolous charges against mv 
commanding officer. 

Being convinced of the truth of the report that 1 had heard, 1 went to my native 
banker, and asked him as a favour to advance the 500/. to Colonel Patton. This he 
consented to do merely because 1 had solicited it of him, and because l gave my word 
that that sum should Ik* repaid. This 1 did solely on the grounds that my fellow-soldiers 
of Her Majesty'll 107th might not Ik* the sufferers, which they would if Colonel Patton 
Imd obtained the loan from the butcher-contractor. 

Your lordship will boar in mind that not two weeks previous to this I had sent 
in to His Royal Highness a complaint against Colonel Patton. This complaint was 
based on the strength of the Xllth Article of War. It was to the effect that I 
complained against Colonel Patton for acts of insult, cruelty, oppression, making false 
statements concerning me, and for unjust arrest. 

On returning home from my interview with my native banker. I wrote to Colonel 
Patton, and told him that l could obtain for him the loan he was desirous of nego¬ 
tiating. I herewith attach his reply. In compliance with the wishes therein expressed, 
l proceeded the next day to my native banker’s, and obtained the information I required 
concerning the terms of the loan, which 1 communicated to him. To this he replied, 
telling me the terms he was desirous of obtaining, and the next day, having first 
talked my banker into agreeing to Colonel Patton’s terms, 1 sent him over to Colonel 


Patton’s quarters, and the loan for 300/. was negotiated on the terms proposed by 
Colonel Patton. 

Your Lordship will bear in mind that Colonel Patton's nephew was my imme¬ 
diate junior in Her Majesty’s 107th Regiment, and it was to cause my removal from 
that regiment to enable bis nephew to get the promotion that was my just right 
that he mace the false reports that he did concerning me. and that he prejudiced 
Brigadier-General Rainier into making a false ami injurious Report concerning me 
on the 1st April, 1865. 

Colonel Patton has quitted India without liquidating this just debt, and 1 hold 
that on my return to that country that I am as a gentleman responsible for the debt. 
My wife, whom I was compelled to leave in India when I proceeded to this country' 
in the hopes of obtaining justice from His Royal Highness the Field Marshal command- 
ing-in-ehief, has been re]M*ntedly called upon by my native lianker tor the liquidation 
of this sum. Colonel Patton, who is now in this country, has not had even the 
common civility to reply to a communication of mine to him on this matter. 

I have only my wound pension, for wounds nveived in action, for my wife and 
children to subsist upon ; for I cannot receive the subsistence allowance offered by the 
India House, as if 1 do 1 shall allow my self to Ik* placed in the same category with 
officers w ho have Ixvn guilty of civil and military crimes. 

Your Lordship will see by the accompanying statement that l have been driven 
from a service 1 was devotedly attached to, and in which 1 and all my nearest relatives 
had already done good service, and shed our blood, by the intrigue of a man who 
possesses not a spark of honour or gentlemanly feeling. 

Hoping your Lordship will listen to this narrative, which I assure you is scru¬ 
pulously true, I have, &c. 

(Signed) ANDREW W. IIEAR8EY. 

P.S.—l have not forwarded a Report of these circumstances to the Horse Guards, 
as 1 deemed it useless to do so; for on a former occasion, when l complained to His 
Royal Highness against my commanding officer on the strength of the Articles of War, 
he took not the slightest notice of my complaint. Could your I»rdship oblige me by 
showing this narrative to the most noble Earl your father? 

A. W. H. 

PP.8.—If your Lordship, after the perusal of this statement, could grant me some 
employment, or aid me in recovering the position l ought to Ik* holding in a service to 
which I was devotedly attached, your Ik mlship would do a great net of justice, and 
confer a benefit on a man who has always done his duty to his country, and whose only 
fault has Ixvn too implicit obedience to the orders of his superiors. 

_ A W. II. 

Colonel Patton to Lieutenant Heaney. 

My dear Hoarser, November 11, 1867. 

I AM very much obliged to you for your offer of assistance which, in the present 
instance, 1 will gladly avail myself of in so far that if your friend the native banker 
will lend me 3,000 rupees for two years, I will give him my bond on stamped pnjier for this 
amount. A decree has l>een given again*4 me in consequence of the absence of mv 
vakeel. But it is an unjust division, and I am appealing it to the Huddor Court. But 
in the meantime I must pay in the money. I nave 2,<mh) ropers by me; and a large 
portion of my money is at present in the regiment, having lent it for the purpose! of 
purchasing the regimental printing-press, the theatre, and the greater part of the tools 
in use in the regimental workshops; this I shall not proliubly 1m* able to recover under 
two or three years time. 1 have great objections to go into a bank as they do not deal 
honestly by me, so that if your friend can accommodate me I shall Ik* obliged. I will 
pay him ihe interest either yearly or half-yearly, as he likes, and the principle 1 will 
repay in two years, and earlier if 1 recover my own money. 

L am very sorry, indeed, that Sir II. Rose, and the inspecting Officers, have made 
so unfavourable a report of you, hut it is t<xi late now, and if you take my advive you 
will at once write and apply to 1 h* permitted to retire from the service ; for if you do 
not, l have it from the best authority that the Commaudor-iu-Chiof will at once erase 
vour name from the Army List. He lias his orders to do so, and in this case you will 
lose the pension of 50/. per annum, which has ls*en granted to you by Sir Charles 
Wood. Your wound pension with this 50/. will give you an income oi’ 120/. a-year, 
and as you an* still a young man I liave no doubt you will do much better than by 
remaining in the army, which Is but a very poor position. 
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I havo boon obliged to write officially regarding your retirement, and believe me 
if you are wine vou will at once act on my advice. 

If your friend i« agreeable to give me a loan I shall feel obliged if you will 
arrange it for me, and tell him that I am very sorry that I cannot ask him to come and 
see mo as I have poor Mrs. Brown low with me, and I could not take him into the 
drawing-room, but I shall lx* very glad to make his acquaintance when she leaves me in 
a month or two. 

Again tlianking you for your verv kind offer, believe me, &c. 

(Signed) It. PATTON. 

N.B.—Sir II. Rose never made an unfavourable report concerning me. 

A. W. H. 


No. 706. 

Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley. — (Received July 30.) 

My Lord, Bekesboume, July 29, 1867. 

IN the debate in the House of Commons on the 26th instant, on the subject of the 
unfortunate captives of Abyssinia, and the means of liberating them, your Lordship is 
reported to have said that “ it would be madness to throw a British army iuto an unknown 
country, in a tropical climate, far from the sea, very far from its resources and its supplies, 
without a full previous investigation as to the means of moving, feeding, and keeping them 
in healthand you added that you had been in communication with the War Department 
and with the India Office as to the best means of making such investigation, and that the 
Secretary of State for India had telegraphed to the Indian Government to send over an 
officer or officers, on whom they could rely, to meet Colonel Merewether at Aden, and with 
him to examine minutely the points on which information is necessary. 

1 would respectfully beg leave to offer my services to aid in such investigation and 
examination. In doing so, 1 do not seek to interfere in any way with the direction of 
affairs, but simply to afford assistance, through my local knowledge and experience, to 
those to whom the direction may be confided. There are questions relating to the routes, 
especially as regards the physical geography of the country, which is perhaps more 
important than anything else as influencing the march of an army, supplies, currency, &c., 
upon which points 1 believe 1 possess exclusive information. 

My peculiar qualifications for the task are (I am willing to believe) apparent from the 
communications I have had the honour to make at various times to your Lordship’s 
Department. But, lest I should he considered as not acting with proper respect were I 
not to lay before your Lordship some s|>eeific testimonials in my favour, 1 presume to 
submit to your consideration an extract from a Memorandum communicated by Major- 
Geueial Sir William Coghlan to the Secretary of State for India, on December 16, 1>64, 
in which that distinguished officer sjwke of me in the following eulogistic terms 

“ It appears to me that in England, or I might say in all Europe, there is only one 
man who has a very intimate personal knowledge ot Abyssinia. The learned Dr. Beke 
stands quite alone. He is ut once a profound scholar, an enterprising traveller, a skilful 
geographer. Ilis journey to Shoa, his long residence in Abyssinia, his accurate map of the 
country, and his numerous letters on its commerce and politics, all testify to the ability 
and the zeal which he hus for more than a quarter of a century past applied to questions 
which have excited only a faint interest in England, and which now owe their importance 
as much to the accident which lias befallen our Consul as to any concern which the autho¬ 
rities and the public here take in the remote region on which an accomplished author and 
traveller has expended so much learning and energy." 

Of the map of Abyssinia alluded to by Sir William Coghlan, I beg leave to inclose a 
copv for your Lordship's inspection, with the request that it may be returned to me, as it 
is the only copy I have for my own use. 

It may not be strictly in order to refer to an anonymous writer, even in a journal of 
such eminence as the “ Athenaeum hut a review of my work, “ The British Captives in 
Abyssinia," which apj>eared in that periodical on March 30th last, displays such general 
knowledge of the subject, that the judgment of its author cannot but be accepted as 
possessing considerable weight. His words, which are scarcely less flattering than those of 
Sir William Coghlan, are:— 

“ There is no man living wdiose opinion on the subject is so valuable as that of 
Dr. Beke, seeing that he has himself travelled throughout the length and breadth of 
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Abyssinia with safety and success has tedl teg. ^5! 

sympathies, disguises indifference to all hut 

““"it is proper for me to state that the name of the author of the review in the 

yourself of my humble services, I am prepared 
to leave England for Aden at a moment’s notice. ^ hayc ^ 

(Signed) ’ CHARLES BEKE. 


Minute 

Return the map, and say that the matter is in the hands of the India Government. 
August 1, 1867. 


No. 706. 

Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley.— (Received July 31.) 

Brkesbourne t July 29, 1867. 

My IN the letter which I had the honour to address to your Lordship on the 26th instant 
there .is ^“‘fjVs^kT.t'” 'great’ battle,” on August 30 .612, as 

F WUh7hee’prctsi'on of my regret that this oversight should have occasioned me thus 
to trouble you, I have, &c. (Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 707. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Sicholls. 

Foreign Office , July 31, 1867* 

Sir ’ VOL R letter of the 27th instant, offering to proceed to (lie coast of Abyssmiato 

necessary inquiries on this subject will be conducted by the 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 708. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Ilearscy. 

Foreign Office, July 31, 1867* 

S ' r ’ 1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge:the receipt of>ur '^tar °f the 27th 
instant requesting to be employed on the expedition for examining the coast of Abyss ilia. 
aud i am ta sta^to you, in reply, that .be^qniry to which you refer will be conducted 
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exclusively under the orders of the India Office, who alone are the judges of the officere to 
lie employed on this service. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed; JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 709. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 31, 1867. 

I AM directed by Ixird Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th 
instant respecting Abyssinia. 

1 am, fire. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 710. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August I, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th 
instant, requesting to be allowed to accompany the expedition which is about to be sent to 
explore the coast of Abyssinia, and inclosing a map of that country; und I am to inform 
you that the arrangements connected with the expedition in question are exclusively under 
the control of the India Office. 

The map of Abyssinia is returned to you herewith. 

I am, flee. 

* (Signed; JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 711. 

Mr. Holden to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 1.) 

Lord Stanley, 72, Hanover Street, Lupus Street, Pimlico, August 1, 1867. 

AS you and the Government (or mis-government) that you are connected with, are 
eager to plunge the country into wur on account professedly of the Abyssinian captives ; 
do you think the industrious classes arc so blind as not to understand your motives ? It 
is the qucsiion of Reform you want to stifle. The Crimean war was entered upon for the 
same villainous purpose. Depend upon it every move you make in the wrong direction 
(of war) will only add sooner or later to your entire destruction. The men in the army 
and police forces must all be made to understand this double-dealing Government (the 
Freemasons’ Society). 

1 remain, 

(Signed) THOMAS HOLDEN. 


No answer? 
None. 


No. 712. 

Consul-General Bonham to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 1, 9*45 a.m.) 

raphic.) Naples, August 1, 1867, 11*33 a.m. 

RELIEVE mules could be purchased near Brindisi. Have telegraphed for precise 
information. Mules obtainable at Naples, and could be slnpjied by English merchant 
steamer to Alexandria. No quarantine at present. 



Minutes. 

S. 
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No 713. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received August 2.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, July 31, 1867. 

I AM directed by Sir Stafford Northcote to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 29th instant, inclosing some papers on the subject of Abyssiniu, written by Mr. Joyce 
Percival. 

The papers are now returned according to the request of Lord Stanlev, and I am 
to convey to his Lordship the thanks of Sir Stafford Northcote for their perusal. 
Mr. Joyce Percival is well known to this Department. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


No. 714. 

Mr. Legh to Lord Stanley.—{Received hujust 2.) 

Dear Lord Stanley, 6, St. James's Place , August 2, 1867. 

A FRENCH friend, Marquis de Fontenclles, has pressed me so much to send you the 
inclosed, that 1 could not refuse. His friend, who is well acquainted with M. du Bisson, 
has been much in Abyssinia, and feeling very anxious to call your attention to the state¬ 
ments of M. du Bisson in his letter, urged Marquis dr Fontenclles to try to submit the 
paper to you. You will I hope therefore excuse my venturing to trouble you by complying 
with his request. 

Marquis de Pontenclles assures me that M. du Bisson and his friend ure more 
practically acquainted with the habits, &c., of this troublesome Emperor than any one in 
France. 

1 told him that l felt sure you were well aware of all the points of the case, und the 
difficulties surrounding it, but that I would forward the paper to you. 

Yours, Sic. 

(Signed; G. CORNWALL LEGH. 


Minute, 

This is the man Egcrton was speaking of. I cannot say I think the inclosure worth 
much except to confirm our opinion of M. du Bisson, and to show the animus which the 
French in Abyssinia feel against us. 

T. H. 8. 


Inclosure in No. 714. 

Extract from the “ Patrie ” of July 28, 1867* 

Une Expedition Anglaisf. en Abyhsinif.. —On sc preoceupc de plus en plus, en 
Anglt'terre, des resolutions que prendra le Gouvernement dc la Reine, ik lVgard des 
nationaux Britanniques tenus en captivity par le Roi d'Ahyssinie. Ilier rn6me, aux 
Communes, la question de former une expedition dirig&i centre Tlu*odoros a <*U* pos&, et 
sans rien affirmer encore, Lord Stanley a ce^iendant dit un peu plus que pr^cedeinuient. 

Le Cabinet de Londres ne repousse plus fidde d’une expedition ; ll £tudie seulemcut 
les moyens de la tenter efticacement, et il attend, i) l’heure qu’il cst, des rapports d’offlcicrs 
de famine de 1’Inde, envoy^s h Aden pour examiner la voie h suivre. 

Nous croyon 9 , nous, que le Gouvernement de la Reine est plus avanc/* dans mb 
resolutions que ne l’a dit Ixird Stanley. Mais il y a prudence & ne rien reveler de pareils 
projets; il ne faut pas que des indiscretions viennent augmentcr les difficultea d’une 
entreprise si p^rilleuse dejk, et p^riileuse surtout pour les malheureux que retient. Th^odoros. 
Nous avons des lettres de Bombay qui nous parlent dc concentrations de troupes, motiv&s 
eviderament par quelque plan de campagne. 

II nous semble done que le moment est venu dc preparer nos lecteurs aux ev&icments 
intlressants que ne peuvent tarder a se produire, et nous ne saurion6 mieux le faire qu’en 
accueillant les communications d’un voyageur bien connu de nos lecteurs, M. le Comte 
du Bisson. 














Void le lettre quo nous recevons dc M. du Bisson ; e’est une intlressante preface aux 
ilcita que nous aurons plus tard h donner. 

‘ FELIX AUCAIGNE. 


A M. Lcbcy, Direeteur de la “ Patrie.” 

Jc mdnpresse de vous communiquer lea nouvellcs qui me parviennent de ces contrles 
intlrcssantes. 

Mais d’abord quelqucs observations retrospectives. 

En Octobre I860, b Gouvcrncnu nt Anglais re disposait h envoyer une seconde 
mission h l’Empereur Theodores. 

M. Flad, ministre Protestant Suisse, et le Colonel Merewether, furent mis & sa tlte. 
Douze contre-tnaltres mlcanicicns accompagnaient un envoi de machines dc la valeur d’uu 
million de francs—present de 1’Angleterre k l’inflexible Negous. 
ct nileaniques, ranpon des prisonniers, 

II comptait sur un suceds complct, le Foreign Office. 

Mais la distance est bicn longue, et les rapports officiels n’ltaicnt qu’un tUsu de 
faussctls. 

Tomber dans 1‘crreur etoit done inevitable. 

II est nature! qu’ft cette Ipoque le Ministlre Anglais ait dedaignl nos avis, et que les 
avertissements que nous ne lui (Spargn&ines pas, pendant notre sljour it Londres, I’aient 
trouvl sourd ct incrldule. 

Lett jonrnaux de la Grande Bretagne, “ rintcrnntional,” le “ Standard,” le “ Times,” 
&c , sont \h |K)tir attestor tous les efforts que nous fit tenter notre esprit d’humanitl. 

II ctait si grand que nous offi lines de faire rendre tous Ics captifs, & une seule 
condition. 

Les preuves mutlricllcs existent. 

Aujourd’hui, on regrette peut-fitre de n’avoir pas acccptc nos oflres glnlreuses et 
dcsintlrcsslcs. 

Et on eti est nrrivl h cette alternative cruelle: ou faire la guerre & Thlodoros, ou 
nbandonner ii lour sombre dcstince les prisonniers Anglais. 

Et muintenunt passons nux nouvellcs uui urn vent de Gondar. 

Co mine le ‘‘Moniteur" l’u annond, le Negous se trouve au pied du Debra Tabor, 
avee 40,000 homines. 

Mais lit ne se bornent pas ses forces actives. 

D’autres corps de troupes tiennent en <*chcc les quelquea chefs insurges, dont 
l’influence a’tst bieu amoindrie depuis laffcfaite totale de Fannie de Gouhessil. 

Une division dc ‘20,000 homines est concentric entre Gondar et Matcmma ou 
Gulabat; et le ’Hgrl est ooeupl par pareil nombre dc soldats fusiliers. 

L’Einpereur sail que l’Angletcrre prepare une cxpldition contre lui. 

J| Putleud sans elfioi et sans la rcdoutcr. 

Les oulrcs sont donues de defendre vigoureuacment tous les difills, de dltruirc les 
routes dljit detest allies, d’incendier les villes et les villages, d*empoisonner les cours d’enu 
avee les cadavres des aninmux, dc faire dispuraltrc les forlts par le fer et le fen, de elder 
toujour* en combalt.mt sans s’engager, et de faire, devant les envahisseurs, non pas un 
desert. mais un veritable Atniour. 

Com me nous I'avons dijit lent, il n’y a plus de capitalc en Abyssinie, rEmpereur l’a 
voulu ainsi. 

Les places fortes n’y existent pas davautage, l’objectif pour une arinle envahissante 
manque totalement. 

Ou pour Itre plus cxuct, il y en a un, un soul, I'Empereur! 

L’Empercur, e’est la vraie capitalc, cVst I’Abyssinie, c’est tout. Le reste, rochers, 
terre et arbres, rien de plus. 

Autour de la tente de Theodoras, duns une nuit, une cite puissante s’lllve, et dans 
une heure, sur un ordre du Monarque, elle disparait. 

Aussi, laissant errer sur ses levres minces cc sourire Africain plein de finesse, dit-il 
it ses courtisans, “ Les Anglais verront ec qu’ils n’ont jamais vu, unc capitale fantdme. 
Ce spectacle vaut bien la peine de faire le voyage.” 

l.a tactique adoptee par lui, et qui ressort & I’evidence des instructions donnles & ses 
glnlraux, est celle-ci; affaiblir, dleimer Fannie Anglai.se par les privations, les maladies, 
les marches fordes, la cbalettr, les attaques incessantes de nuit, et n’accepter la bataille 
qu’it son jour, it son heure. 

Dans toutes les lgli9es, sur les places publiques, on annonce que I’ennemi vient pour 
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dltruire, en Abysoinie, le eulte sacre de la Sainte-Vicrgc Marie; que les Musulmans sont 
ses allils, et que tout Abyssinieo doit choisir entre l’apostasie et le combat. 

Par cette tactique "habile, il est parvenu k rallier bieu ces dissidens, it exciter le 
fanatisme de son people. 

Les pretres stmt avee lui, et le soutiennent de leurs prldications hrulantes:— 

M Guerre de partisans, guerre sans quartier ui inerci, guerre d’extermination. 

” Aux braves tombls dans la bataille, le paradis et l immortalitl. 

“Aux survivals, la victoire. 

“ Aux laches, s’il s’en trouve, la malldiction et Fenfer.” 

VoiUt le cri que poussent en ce moment les prldicateurs, la croix it la main. 

Pour occuper TAbyssinie dans de telles conditions, 5t»,0(K> etrangers ne sufliraient 

pas. 

Et vouloir Ipouvanter Theodoros par un ultimatum, e’est folic ; e’est ne pas connattre 
eet liomme pltri de courage, d’audacc, de volontl. 

L’Angleterre Icboucra, et Ics cadavres dc ses soldats viendront jalonner toutes les 
routes de 1 empire. 

Les prisonniers Anglais sont plus resserrls ct plus maltraitls que jamais, lerit-on. 
Cela devait etre. 

Toutes les correspondanccs qui viennent d’arriver, et dont uuc Imnnc d’un des plus 
intimes conscillers du Nlgous, sont unanimes sur ce point, e’est que la tlte do tous les 
captifs tombera lejour oil la premilrc eolonne ennemie uuru mis le pied en Abyssinie. 

La rlsolution de Thlodoros est irrevocable. Ce sera. 

L’ex {Edition Britannique ne [>ourra ni conserve!* le pays, ni x’em purer de Theodoros, 
ni sc dedommager dc ses dlpenses. Elle n’obtiendra qu’un rlsultttt—le massacre des 
lualheureux prisonniers. 

V’oil^ ce quo nous venons d’a|)preiulre, ot ce que, par humanitl encore, nous fuisons 
vonnaitre aux conscillers de la Kerne Victoria. 

(Signl) COMTE R. DU BISSON. 


No. 715. 

Mr. Ironside to Lord Stanley.—{Received Amjust 3.) 

My Lord, Foreign Affairs Committee , Sheffield, August 1, 1867. 

HITHERTO this Committee have refrained from addressing your Lirdsbip in 
reference to the case of the English captives in Abyssinia. 

Knowing the difficult position of your Lordship in the Foreign Office, as stated once 
before, the Committee rejoiced at your conduct in reference to the so-called Cretan insur¬ 
rection, in the hope that, as you acquired support and experience, you would take the high 
ami dignified course of a statesman holding the important office under Her Majesty which 
you do. The Committee was also surprised and delighted at. the manner in which you 
brought the Luxembourg business to a settlcmeut by your despatch to Lord A. Loftus of 
the 17th of April last, reiterated to him on the 19th of April, and stated to Earl Cowley 
on the 20th of April. 

The objection of the Government to any public resolution in reference to the death 
of Maximilian, was that it would involve an examination into the real cause and origin of 
the Mexican expedition. Your Lordship is well aware that the same reason exists in the 
case of the Abyssinian captives. 

Under these circumstances the Committee have bten silent, and that silence would 
have been preserved had it not been published, with apparent authority, that the Govern¬ 
ment have resolved upon au exj>edition to effect the liberation of the prisoners. My I-ord, 
this decision is fraught with the greatest danger. It can only result in dishonour, disgrace, 
and defeat. Western ideas and habits cannot understand the points which have caused 
the rupture, nor the proper mode of dealing with the case. One course alone seems open 
to England to effect the liberation of the prisoners. Lat the entire case be unreservedly 
placed in the hands of the Sultan, requesting the favour of his high, noble, and good offices, 
in putting an end to the dispute. 

The Cooimittee earnestly press this [joint on your Lordship’s consideration. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) ISAAC IRONSIDE, Chairman. 


7 Z 
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No. 716. 

Mr. Bounst to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 3.) 

My l.ord, ^ 141, Gray's Inn Road t August I, 1867. 

I HAVE been informed that an expedition, or a Mission of some sort, is now in 
course of formation under your Lordship s authority, with a view to their proceeding to 
Abyssinia. And I beg to say, that if the number is not made up, I should fso far as 1 am 
already informed) be glad to make one of the party. I take leave to say that 1 am in 
perfectly good sound health and strength, that I believe I possess many of the qualifica¬ 
tions of ft trained man of business suited for such an expedition—good temper, prudence, 
discretion, sobriety, temperance of all sorts (language, habits, thoughts, &£.), and if your 
Lordship is still in want of persons to join the Mission, I should be glad to make one of 
the number. 

I would beg to refer to Wm. W. Woods, Esq., of the Colonial Office; to Thos. 
K. King. Esq., 10, Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, and to the Uev. Canon Frew, 
3, La ns do wi ic Place, Brunswick Square. 

Begging the honour of your Lordship’s favourable consideration, 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN M. BOUNST. 


Minute. 

The matter is in the hands of the India Office. 

J. MURRAY. 


No. 717. 

Mr. Garrick to Lord Stanley. —( Received August 3.) 

My Ivord, 35, Kentish Town Rond, Camden Town , August I, 1867. 

UNDERSTANDING that there is u strong probability of an expedition being 
dispatched to obtain the release of flic unfortunate captives in Abyssinia. 

In the event of such taking place, l would humbly beg to offer my services, and 
intreat to he employed in any capacity in which I can he of use. 

1 am prepared to furnish satisfactory references as to my character, and trusting for 
the favour of your Lordship’s consideration, I am, Ac. 

(Signed) G. N. CARRICK. 


Minute. 

The matter i» in the hands of the India Office. 

J. MURRAY. 


No. 718. 

The Rev. W. Malet to Mr. Murray. —( Received August 3.) 

Dear Sir, Phoenix Club , 17, St. James's Place. 

AS my Memorandum alwnit the Abyssinians left at Foreign Office for you last week* 
is of no use to the Foreign Office, will you be so kind as to let me have it again by the 
bearer; or it might be sent to me at my club, if inconvenient for you to send it 
immediately. 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) W. VV. MALET. 


• No. 683. 


No. 719. 


Captain Preror to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 3.) 
w ¥ _j Teignmouth , South Devon , July 31, 1867. 

‘ 7 IN to-days “ Western Morning News,’* I read a report that a minutely-detailed plan 
for rescuing the Abyssinian prisoners had been submitted to your Lordship s notice, by a 
Mr Joyce Perceval.' I cannot help think.ng this must be Kirwan Joyce, formerW of the 
Bombay artillery, a private; afterwards in the Police at Cairo or Alexandria, nnd in t 
Land Transport corps in the Crimea. If so, I would beg to caution 

that if Sir \V. Coghlan, formerly Brigadier, commanding at Aden, and l olitmal Resident 
at Aden, were asked what he thought of Kirwan Joyce, if it be him, his, Kirwan .loice., 
advice would not be taken. 

I am, Sc. 

(Signed) KDWD. PREVPR. 

p.S._I was in command of the •• Lady Canning.” and at Massowah six or eight 

times a-year for two years ami a-balf. 


Minute. 

Acknowledge and (hank ; and say (hat Mr. Joyce is already known to this OAke and 
to the India Office. 


[See No. 69L] 


J. M. 


No. 720. 

Mr. Murray to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Foreign Office, August 5, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
•MU, ultimo,* inclosing an Order from the House of Commons, calling for an account: ot 
theex censes charged for Mr. Russams mission to Abyss,n,a, and request,„g that the 
Returns required may be prepared and transmitted to you. l am to state to )ou, iu lepl) , 
for the information of the Lords of the Treasury, that the principal accounts 1 
this matter are those of Colonel Mercwcthcr, "Inch have been sent to tin. lrul * u, > ' 
original and that the only account which could be prepared at this office would be an 
account showing the appropriation of the issues, amounting to 4,8 )0 ., made to the duct 

Clerk of this Office on the 23rd of August, and 13th of December last. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 721. 

Mr. Murray to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Foreign Office , August 5, 1867. 

’ WITH reference to your despatch of the Oil, of June, t inc losing a Memorial addressed 

over and above the amount already advanced to him by you. M * tt anA _ 

Cd Stanley will have no objection to authorize the payment to Mr. Morns and the 
other artLntof any balance of silary which may be shown to be due to them after the 

3, “ >— «-» 


No. 698. 


No. 634. 
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" r 8 y h , af of Mr ; Tfclbot. Chief Engineer of the Abyssinian Expedition, 
and this office.* from which you will perceive that his Lordship, in accordance with your 
recommendation, has granted to Mr. Talbot full salary up to the same date to whir. 
Mr. Morris and the artisans were paid theirs, viz., the 31st of May last; and that, i i 
ooraHderation 'if Mr. Talbot 0 services, an additional quarter’s salary will be paid to him. 

... J I"*"© particulm will doubtless enable you to prepare the final accounts connecfce I 
with the dcsjmtch to Abyssinia of the artisans, which accounts I am to inform yoj 
Lorn Stanley will be glad to receive at your early convenience. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 722. 

\fr. Murray to Mr. Easton. 

1 aii j* . , , _ __ Foreign Office, August 5. 1867. 

AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter of the 25th 
u timo. requesting that Mr. lalbot, Chief Engineer of the Abyssinian expedition mav be 
, mil Ins salary up to the same date as Mr. Morris and the other arli/ans were paid, viz., 

e.^stof May last + and that in consideration of Mr. Talbot's services, an Additional 
quarters salary may be assigned to lum, as recommended by Colonel Merewether I am 

re, ‘ y i' t ,h ?A X,rd f ,nnlc >' has muctl pleasure in acceding to this request, 
am that Mr. Francis B. Alston, the Chief Clerk ot this Office, has accordingly been 

aielrm I ,° T",! t °, Mr i lul i ,0t . the ,,lm 13*. less the amount which may be 

uscc rtamed to be due by him for income tax. ^ 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 72,3. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Preror. 

K * r * I AM *11 r 10 . 1 Foreign Office, August 5, 1887. 

. • AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter of the 31 st 
ultimo,j nmushing information respecting Mr. Joyce Perceval who, at vou Imd heard, hid 
subtint ted to Her Majesty s Government a plan for rescuing the British prisoners in 
Abyssinia; and I am to thank you lor this com muni rut ion, and to inform vou that the 
person in question is already known to this Olfice and to the India Office. 

1 am, Sc?. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 724. 

Major Dr Dohsc to Lord Stanley.- (Received August 6.) 

> our Excellency’ O'l, Mornington Road, New Cross, August 5, 1867. 

I! II LORE your Excellency not to listen to those imprudent advisers who urge the 
sending of an army to Abyssinia. Neither General Sir Coghlan nor Colonel Merewether 
must be aware ot the many dangers and difficrllies which render it almost impossible to 
carry out that most daring enterprise. A second Lord Clyde would be unable to do so 
and I beheve that he would st rongly object to it. 1 once more repeat that men and mom 
will in that case he wasted, whilst one single officer, so as I proposed, will succeed 

I would be most happy if your Lordship had the kindness of granting me an inter- 
view^, m order to give you a detailed account of the impossibility of sending an army out 
to Abyssinia, and I am sure that your Lordship, as well as'many other enlightened 
statesmen, and esjieoially experienced officers, will approve of it. 

If I had the opportunity of speaking to your Lordship on this so important matter, 
I could prove to you that I would, if sent to Abyssinia, most brilliantly succeed. 

I beg your lordship urgently to hear me before you give your orders. 

1 have. Ac. 

(Signed) Major DE DOHSE. 


• No*. 692 and 722. 


f No. 692. 


t No. 719. 
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Minutes. 


Any answer? 


Orders already given not to answer Major de Doha’s letters [See No. 688.] 


No. 725. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Mereuether to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 6 ) 

My 1 Lord, Aden. July 20, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I left Massowah on the Pith instant. On the 
way down Kaheita was visited, to sec if it would be a suitable pluce for landing troops, 
should such be required. It is on the African Coast about Hi miles west 16 north from 
Perim—a perfectly open roadstead, with the village some three miles inland. \ ery often 
during the cold season there is a very heavy swill in this part of the Red Sea, making 
landing most difficult. The place is, therefore, useless. 

2. Passing out of the Red Sea. course was made for Tajoorn ; keeping close to the 
coast a good view was obtained of Obokh. Nothing appeared to have changed from what 
was seen w hen 1 visited it in May IHfifi. The Fre nch ev idently have no intention of utilising 
their purchase, at present at all events. 

3. At Tajoora I was visited by the Sultan of the place, of the Dunkelli Tribe, and 
questioned him as to the state of the country. He informed me that another part of the 
Dunkelli Tribe—the most powerful portion—living at and around Aussa, bail UikeiiotfVnce, 
and. coming down last year in great force, had captured and burnt Pajooru. 1 lie greater 
number of the inhabitants had fled to Zeyluh on the opposite side of the gulf; only about 
100 men remained with him, anil tin s were (lav and night in fear ol attack by the Aussa 
branch again. They ki pt boats ready to carry them all off. in case of the enemy appearing. 
He described the interior as in great disorder, the Somalics plundering on the Abyssinian 
road from the south side, while the Duukellis and other tribes made it unsafe by their 
attacks from the north. The heat at Tajoora was very great—as bad, if not worse, at 
night than by day. It i- surrounded on all sides but one by volcanic lulls, tumbled about 
in the most confused manner, which, baked by the sun in the day, give out intense beat at 
night Though we were two miles out at sea. the wind came ofl the shore* as from a 
glowing furnace. Tajoora wus left about midnight of the 14th, and Aden reached by the 
evening of the 15th. 

4. During niv absence a n essenger had arrived from the King of Shoa, Menclck. who 
eseajK-d at confinement in the Magdala prison two years ago, and has since established 
himself in Shoa independent of the Abyssinian Emperor. The messenger brought two 
letters; one he said was for me, the other he did not know for whom, hut believed for 
England. 1 opened them both, had them translated, and forward the translations herewith. 
The second proved tn he lor Her Majesty the Queen, and I inclose the original m Amharic. 
1 regret to say it got much soiled in transit, from being over-earefully presuved by the 
carrier. 

5. Of the present- alluded to only a portion have come safely. The messenger, who 
was accompanied from Aukolur by the* son • •! Aboo Bekr, Chief of Zcylah, was attacked 
by a large body of Ei*ah Smnalt’es when about four days* journey from Zeyluh. The 
articles which ii ive arrived have been packed and will be forwarded to your Lordship by 
this mail, via Southampton They consist of a silvei mounted sword, a silver-mounted 
shield, a dress worn by an Abyssinian l..d\, a piece ol cloth ot Abyssinian manufacture, 
three skins mounted to w ear as kind of over-coat*.. 

fi. The messenger will remain here until in answer or instructions are received from 
your Lordship. He expressed himself willing to proceed to England, but 1 informed him 
that was quite unnecessary. 

7. It is supposed that on the death ol Tlieodorus, Menclek will aspire to he Emperor 
of Abyssinia. But though he 1 * perhaps the most powerful of all the opponents to the 
present Emperor, it is not at all certain that he has sufficient influence or capacity to 
establish himself master. From all acet unts that I have been able to collect, his arrange¬ 
ments hince he managed to return to his own country have been good, and it is almost 
the only part of Abyssinia that may he said to lie in any state of order or in which any 
good form of government exists. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 
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Minute . 

i "5J e ****** from . the Chief to be acknowledged, with friendly expressions to the effect 
that ller Majesty wishes him well, and will be glad to hear that the country which he 
governs is progressing in peace find prosperity. 

J. MURRAY. 

S. 


Inclosure I in No. 725. 

Sultan NcrjooM Mm tick to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

(Translation.) 

SENT by Sultan Negoos Menelek. May it arrive at the ruler of Aden! 

Wc salute you. We are well. After having been eleven years absent from our 
country, wc returned, and took our father’s place: when this happened I was much 
pleased and rejoiced ; you also rejoiced on our account. 

We have sent our servant: he has some work ; when it is finished please send him 
back without fail. For God’s sake do what he desires. His name is Mekeb. We have 
sent with him presents for you, a horse and a mule. 

(Signed) NEGOOSA NEGESH MENELEK. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 725. 

Sultan Negoos Menelek to Queen Victoria . 

(Translation.) 

IN the name of the Trinity. 

From Negoos Menelek to Queen Victoria, many salutations. I thank God greatly 
that 1 urn well. After having been absent from my country for eleven years, I became 
possessor «>f my father's place. Since I returned to my country I and all my relations are 
well, thanks he to God. And I ask you how you arc, and your relations and countrymen 
I send this letter to you for friendship’s sake, in like manner as there was friendship 
oetween you and my grandfather Sa.. la Selassie. I hoj»e your people will come to me in 
like manner as they came to my grandfather ; hut I heard afterwards that your people did 
not leave this country bearing love. At that time 1 was a child—I don’t know, but I 
heard so, and hearing so 1 got very angry ; and the reason of your people leaving in anger 
was, that my grandfather heard long before, that a people coming from a loin: distance 
would conic and take his country, Slum. Rut how can this be the case when von sent in 
friendship guns and muskets ? 

I he councillors of my father advised him to keep you away from our country, ami 
your people left the country in anger ; if mv grandfather had not behaved so badly towards 
vour people, our country would not have passed from our hands; if you had been our 
friend, our country had not become bad; your flag was in our country. 1 hope my 
country will not again be lost. My country is your country, and vour country is mv 
country. Recome my friends, and do not think that I will behave like mv grandfather, 
and forget all my grandfather’s acts, and make me like vour son for God's sake—for God’s 
*? k «- ,*7° ( 8i,ver >» one necklace, one jambia (silver), oi e frontlet (silver), one 

shield (silver mountings), two spears, one bangrie, one skin (lion) called gissilla, one skin 
(leopard), one tobe, a shirt, and a tube. I have told you I am well; you also tell me how 
you are. Send my people quickly, in the month of Miskermm. 

'I’he things I have sent, are as a remembrance that you may know that mv lather's 
country has come into my hands. 

[Answered by Lord Stanley, August lit, l»67 (No. 745).] 


No. 726. 

Acting Consul General Reade to Lord Stanley. - <Received August 8.) 

(No. 12. Consular.) 

My Vn ivr .i . . r _ Alexandria, July 29, 1867. 

I UAVb the honour to forward to your Lordship a despatch I have this dav 
received from the Political Resident at Aden, which is dated Massowah. the 11th instant. 
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and communicates intelligence from the pruooers at Migdala up to the 12th of the 
past month. 

Your Lordship will perceive that the position of the prisoners at Magdala has not 
undergone any particular change since the last reports, except in as far as it may be 
affected by the extension of the rebellion, and the closing up of all communication between 
that place and Debra Tabor. It was, however, on the other hand, rumoured that 
Mr. Flad’s party, including the ladies, had again been placed in chains. 

A report to the same effect communicated to me two days ago by my Italian 
colleague as having reached him from a Roman Catholic Missionary in the upper country, 
inclines uie to fear that the intelligence is substantially correct. 

1 have, &o. 

(Signed) THOS. F. READS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 726. 

Colonel Merewether to l^ord Stanley. — (Received August 8.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord. Massowah, July II, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your information, that 1 arrived here last night, 
and found letters ftom Magdala up to the 12th ultimo. All the captives were well up to 
that date, und, as will appear from the intelligence, in a more favourable position than 
when they Inst wrote. Rut I regret to snv that the situation of the Europeans at Debra 
Tabor, including Mrs. Rosenthal, Mrs. Flad, and their children, was most perilous 

2. M. Munzinger had returned the evening before from his trip viA Amphilla, 
bringing very valuable information, which I shall have the honour ot submitting in a 
separate despatch. 

3. Mr. Ras*am writes first on the 20th May : " 1 have very little to say by this 
opportunity, as the inclosed note from Mr. Flad to me will give you all the news. The 
messenger I hail dispatched to the Emj»eror at the end of last month has not yet returned, 
and I am most anxiously awaiting intelligence ubotit Ins reception after the late interview 
of His Majesty with Mr. Flad. 1 hope and trust we shall be allowed to sjkmuI next winter 
'the rainy season) in our present position ; otherwise I fear we shall have to endure great 
privations and discomforts during the rains. It is quite evident now, alter what Ims 
transpired at the interview of Mr. Flad with the Emperor, that there will he no release 
without coercive measures. Our friend is always ready to tnimp*up grievances.” 

4. The letter alluded to by Mr. Rassarn as having been received from Mr. Flad is as 
follows, and dated Debra-Tabor, 3rd May: “ I suppose you will already have heard of 
my arrival at this place. Allow rne to give you in a few lines a short description of iny 
interview with the King. After I had been placed on Laa Atnha, in Tchrlja, for a few days, 
the King sent three officers to me as an escort to him. His camp was at that time in 
Arbia, in Dimbra. Early on the 26th April I arrived in the camp. His Majesty was 
absent in Dagoosa. At 3 in the afternoon he came back from that place ; about 4 o’clock 
he sent for me. The reception was a very cold one. I handed over to him the Queen's 
letter, and afterwards delivered the others 1 had from Colonel Merewether, Dr. Reke, and 
the relations of Consul Cameron, Messrs. Stern, Rosenthal, and Kerails. In giving him 
the letter of Colonel Merewether, 1 informed His Majesty that that gentleman had sent 
him a good telescope (l told His Majesty you—Mr. Itassaui hud written lor it to 
England, and that it was expressly made for far distances) as a present sign of friendship. 
Immediately His Majesty asked me to send for the telescope, as lie was very anxious to see 
it. In a hurry it was taken out of the box, and I was ordered to put it iu order, and to 
show him the right point to suit his eyes. As 1 had not seen the telescope before, it took 
me some time to put in order, and I was unable to find out at once the right place by 
which His Majesty could see. The King got angrv and tired of it, and sent the whole in 
his tent, sa\ing, 4 We will try it to-morrow; but 1 know’ it is not n good telescope— 
it is not sent to me for the good.’* After this i was ordered to sit down again. All the 
bystanders were sent awav, and I was questioned. ‘Have you seen the Queen? To 
which I answered in the affirmative, saying that I had a very gracious reception from Her 
Majesty the Queen, who gave me a message to His Majesty by word of mouth. 4 What 
is it? what is it?’ he asked. Her Majesty the Queen said, ‘ It you set- the King tel! him 

• The objection to the tele-cope wss a mere pretence. He wanted wmwihimr U> vent hi* anger up-m. and 
selected title a* «h»* rariiest. The glars U a mo«t excellent one. and *m sent to him a* an e«r»e«t ol what there 
was in store for mm if be •■ouiplied with Her Maje»tv’« demands. But be di>i not iuU-nd to release tin- captives, 
so showed rage. 
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from me that, if he does not at once send out of his country all those he has detained so long 
against their will, he has no right to expect any further friendship from me.* This rovai 
message he made me repeat from time to time. After a pause he said, ‘ I asked from them 
a sign of friendship, which is refused to me. If they wish to come and fight let them 
come. Bv the power of God 1 will meet them, and call me a woman if I do not treat 
them.' He was then going on for a long time boasting, when I said that if he had not 
sent Mr. RaHnam, &c., to Magdala, the workmen and machinery would have been sent to 
his Royal Court at once, and that Her Majesty the Queen then had sincere intentions to 
form a friendly alliance between England and Abyssinia, and that still now Colonel 
Mere wether was at Massownh with the workmen waiting for His Majesty’s orders at 
what place he would decide to exchange the prisoners for the workmen and the machinery. 
I also assured His Majesty that England at present had no intention of going to war with 
him, hut desired to settle the affair amicably; but if he should refuse to comply with Her 
Majesty’s request England would be compelled to go to war with him, and not only this, 
hut as England hitherto protected Abyssinia against the Turks, 4 I fear,’ 1 said, * that if 
England should go to war with your Majesty France will do the same, and Egypt will be 
only too glad to make the most of the opportunity for her. Up till now England prevented 
Egypt from making war on Abyssinia, but as soon as your Majesty forces England to go 
to war it could not prevent Egypt from doing the same, and so you will bring a war on 
yourself not only with one but with three powerful nations.’ On the 27th I was called to 
give up the baggage I had brought. First, I separated the things I bad bought for his 
own 2,000 dollars I wished to read and give to him the account, but he refused it. 

‘ By my death don’t >11 me how you spent the money and what you paid for the articles.’ 
Secondly, I presented to 11 is Majesty the presents sent by the relations of Captain Cameron, 
Mr. Stern, &c., through Dr. Heke, consisting of a Hour mill, double-barrelled breech loading 
nun, four revolvers in (rases, files, a case of saws, and some carpenters* tools. 1 was asked who 
it was who sent these things. I said, the relations of Captain Cameron, &<*.. ns His Majesty 
would find in the letter I brought from them. After that I had to separate youri Mr. Kassam's}. 
and the things of the Gaffat people and my own. Everything was counted and remained 
near the royal tent. The 1,000 dollars* 1 bad brought, with me for you (Mr R.) I had to 
count to one of his officers. Alter this I was sent to my own tent. Friday and Saturday 
I received nothing to eat and nothing to drink from him. On Sunday, Euster-day, he 
gave me ten vows but of these one only was sent, and killed for my servants. On 
Sunday evening the telescope was sent to me again. I put it all light, and went with one 
of bis officers to him. The officer who had tried ii himself, and found it excellent, told 
him that it was a good telescope, and he could see distinctly through it. ‘ Ut me see 
it.,' he said ; ‘ I cannot see anything, it is not sent to me for the good : it is the same >tory 
as it was some years ago, with that carpet sent me by Pasha Faluya 'Mr. Speedy) through 
Reruns; but I chained the hearer of that carpet by the power of God. Thin man who 
sends me the telescope wishes only to vex me ; he wislies to tell me, Though you are a 
king, and I send von an excellent telescope, you cannot see anything through it.* I did all 
I could to oss uit' him that Colonel Merc wet her was not a man for such an act, and that 
time will show that it was a good telescope. I asked bun to semi it to hi- European 
workmen. At last begot so angry that I found it better to keep silent. On Monday 
morning he sent to me that 1 should prepare myself, as he wished to send me to mv family 
at Debra labor* Before I took leave, I said that I had still some more to t- II him. lie 
took me alone with him into his tent I informed him of the French proceedings with 
Menilck in Slum ;f of the friendly messages between Wag-bum Gobczie and the Roman 
Missionaries at Massowah ; of the message Wagshum Gohezie sent to M. Munzinger to 
make him a friend with England,} but tl at the oiler bad been refund, telling Wagshuiu 
that only King Theodoras could la* acknowledged, all others being rebels to him. and no 
communication could he held with them. I informed him that Egypt was ju-t now 
building a new fort at Kutil, and that they had about twenty five steamers in the Red Sea. 

I tried to convince him that it would la* to his own and his country's gain to yield to Her 
Majesty's proposals, and by releasing and sending away the captives to make England Ins 

• F»*«ir tliou-nnd dolUm were riven lo Mr. Had to deliver lo Mr. |{a—am but bp v,.rv wmlt 
3,000 tlollnn »iOi Mr. |£ip|H»rlc at Kednref. Thoae are though, from the atappairi >,« conmM.nication 

U-twrcii Ma'.'tlulit nan Kruarof, I am afraid will l«- of no u*e to Mr. Itar>*ani. it.ui Mr. Find aki- : th, ni on they 
would hare Iki'H appropriated also. 

+ This refer* to an application made bv Menilek to the French Cental in Aden in 1865 for cannon and 
rounketH io *r_blc I. in to art iv/ain-i Theodores. Tin -e. at m» eeonmmad*ii«>n T the F'rr ii (, » prv proper It 
retu*ed. 

t M ' ,M n»mirer informed me tl at Wafishnm Coin-sir sent a letter tc him !a-t November; bu a- hr had 
learned from me that no communication with the rebel- could l*e aPowrd a-. ioi|p ;* Crraiing with Th< odoms waa 
gotnir on. lie min ply arnt a verbal nie«»agi> to Wa$<«hum (iobezie, sayinc that no »it»>r mud be recevrd eicent 
through King Theodora*. 
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mountains. ^ ou don t Know all. i • , . t hc time of Captain Cameron, 

workmen would never have’beeni t to in • M fof friendship, I found out 

when they gave no answer to my 1 lhl . time of Plowden and Bell- 

««— r,r u,,eS- 

the Lord, and H. shall decide between u>when «o «re fightmg J l) e bru 

gave me an ordrr for :.O0 dollars, ol wInch I rm^ ’ ick . 9 | l0 said, Mr. Waldiucier 

.'T^ivvihcm.ohim. 

^youm.’ordvrf^.he amount to Magdala as soon as he returned ^TUor; fo 
that reason lie and 

&^7bring r^nHU^^ty bach from Dembea, which is now utterly 

SE a hy XSttf it xt£Ti “w: 

*-i*l>cd on .return to ^ 

illness. His Majesty has not sent an answer to the Queen s U’tttr. lit hi 
Mriu-’nnrn? and ^ TIT will Mr. ^ 

SKszir* :ffiS££rs 

expected he would. How long this effect would last remains to be stem 

(in ttiai Ui*#l of,June Mr. Rassam writes; , « « 

o You » ill he sorry to hear that we shall soon be hard up for money, because wo find 
it imnos.ible to obtain any from Matemmn in consequence of the general anarchy between 
this ami Tchrlgn. The i.000 dollars brought hy Flad lie made over to the bmuonr, ai 
It”, “doubtful Thether wc shall ever receive them. Six monger. * hon • l «nto 
Mattinnm a few davs ago for the purpose of bringing us money thence ha« bwra seize 
bv the rebels nilhin'n day's journey of Debra Tabor, and we havenot yet uanl hat 
has been their fate. Unfortunately they were tl ave hug in eompanith H a 
and a cavaln officer who had decamped from the Royal camp at )<.bm Ub««v.aun„ 
before met them the next morning and pounced upon them. / ( r , , |ave now 

males with them, hut ol course they were all plundered hy the ■ | 

only 800 dollars left, and as I have lo support every Kuropean, ■ >al^theu I^VanU I 
fear we shall be in distress during the fast-approaching rainy season nn. “ " c . , ‘' Ta hor 
before llic middle of next monlh. It is reported that all the Kurop< an. 
iTare been dmined not excepting Flad. and'that even the ladies are now efo 1 he 

disturbances on the road between us end them have so mm ased lattl) t\ »j^ ^ 

impossible for us to get any authentic news. 1 have tried no toy than 
communicate, but without success. The last communication ‘ 

l6th 7 Ull ’Tg 0 ain he writes on the 12th June: “On the 3rd instant, 1 wrote to you and 
informed ?ou of our difficulty in money matters in consequence ol the toUx\ h o< king m i 
the roads he,ween this and Debra Tabor, and between the latter “"^.temma Of 

the -4.000 dollars you kindly sent to Mateiuma I have oidy lttU ^ w.Hbc as 

Besides those 4,000 dollars, I have 1,000 with the Guffat people, which, I tear, win oc 

• Already transmitted. g jj 
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difficult lo procure as the 1,000 which His Majesty received from Mr. Find on ray account. 
The country could never be in a worse* state of anarchy. There is no district in Abyssinia 
now which has not revolted against the enemy of mankind, and His Majesty is sinking 
into insignificance daily, though his vicious propensities are on the increase. The rebels 
between this and Delira Tabor have so determined to stop all communication between the 
Royal camp and this fortress that they do not allow a soul to pass through. Consequently, 
we cannot obtain authentic information regarding the fate of the Caff.it Europeans and 
Mr. Flad. hut the rumour of their all being in chains has not been contradicted. We 
have now no less than nine servants missing, but whether they :;rc killed or detained by 
the rebels of Begetnder it is difficult to know. 'Hie last we heard of them was that they 
had been stripped naked by the rebels; hut a*- it is rumoured that mv head servant Ouhie 
managed to save the letter I gave him for Mr Cippcrltc to send me some money, 1 have 
great hopes flint, lie has gone on thither with my other servants. However, it is quite 
problematical whether lie will ever he able to return with any money, especially as we now 
near that even Tchelg.i has rebelled against the power of Theodores. His Majesty has 
now got m> weak tlml it would he quite impossible for him to put down the rebellion; and 
his troops have now so little faith in what lie says, that whenever they have a good 
opportunity large companies desert. Yesterday a great Has pas>ed below this mountain 
on his way to his own country with all the Yajoo part of the Royal troops who hud 
abandoned their Royal Master, as hundreds of others are doing. It is also reported that 
all the soldiers of I)nwrout and Dalanta (the only remaining districts in this vicinity which 
have kept faithful to the Emperor) have returned to their country without taking leave. 

“ I shall not lie surprised if we yet leave Abvs-inia without the aid of war from 
without, for, 1 believe, it our friend fall—which full must he quite sudden — the Prelate will 
he of great help to us; and I am certain lie will try his best to see us safe out of the 
country ns soon as possible. 

"We have had an epidemic on this mountain, something like typhus fever, but 
happily it has not reached our part of the fortress. It has played great havoc among the 
native prisonciH, of whom it has carried off a en it number. Some great men have met 
tilt ir death ; and one of the chiefs who guards the prisoners has died ol the malady. The 
lust time I heard from Dr lira Tabor 1 was told that a good deal of sickness pervaded the 
Royal camp As soon as I hear of important news from the camp I will despatch a 
special messenger to Mastowah with it. In the meantime l shall he looking with anxiety 
for what any day may bring forth after this.” 

K. From n letter of Dr. Rhine's dated 10th May. I extract the following. After 
stating that lie Imd heard from Mr. Flad that the latter find sent messengers* to the coast 
with a full account of his meeting with the King, Dr. lilanc says*.— 

“Kind's reception was cool enough, such as we expected. I believe that the firm 
tone used by Flad Imd a good effect, and made IPs Majesty reflect: at all events,he has 
not come to any conclusion ns yet. though more than three weeks have elapsed No one 
cun form the slightest conjecture ns to what course he will follow. The storm may 
hurst upon us any minute, and no human sagacity can fotctcll what the future has in 
store for us. \\ hen we wrote a fortnight ago we were all much out of spin.s; wc ex peeled 
great things, and, instead, found to our great disappointment that the old system ol litters 
and messengers was still going on. We knew lum the one was useless, and feared with 
reason that the arrival of Flad would bring on a crisis. We were not wrong in both cases. 
The Europeans ot (iaff.it have alnad, suffered; what is in reserve for us, we are not as 
yet able to know,—still l believe it ; s nothing good. Now that the matter is beyond 
remedy, we take a much more quiet view of the state of a flairs, awaiting the smash with 
the great ness coolness, and bid him do his worst. The King is a rare fish. The misfor¬ 
tune of your telescone and the wav he received your present were quite amusing. Rut no 
one must be deceived. He vented his rage on the telescope, because he was obfged to 
abuse or criticise, and preferred doing so on a subject which might find credit in the eyes 
of his people. I am certain that utter the failure of the tir-t day he had made up his mind 
not to see through it ; his answer, so full of meekness, is one also that would please his 
troops ; they are superstitious and ignorant, and until the eleventh hour he will speak of 
battles, and the God that gives the victory, all the time well-determined not to try the 
venture. IK* 1ms been recruiting his army on quite a new principle. As l said before, he 
could nut carry even the few things Find would bring unless be went himself, or sent the 
greater part of his remaining troops He did not trust to the latter course, so went him¬ 
self. and not to waste time lie plundered at the same time l)<?g; - a and Demina so utterly 
th .t these two provinces are now no latter than the Sahara. This heroic deed accom¬ 
plished he told the peasantry, * You have now no home, no food.no cattle. 1 have not done 

• TH-w! have not arrived, an i I feir must have betu intercepted. 
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it. God did it. Follow me ; and I will take you where you will find plenty to cat. cattle in 
abundance, and punish those who have brought God's anger on you.’ He issued the 
same proclamation to the peasantry of those portions of Begemder he had lately plundered. 
All these starving and homeless creatures were only too glad to accept, and have come en 
ma**e to swell the unwarlike host of the former conqueror. With these he may march 
from place to place, earning them with him like a cloud of locusts to destiny the very 
land, but will not venture in any of those Darts of Abyssinia where any serious resist¬ 
ance may be offered; he is well aware that tnis new levy can only suck and plunder, and 
that to the few gunmen left he must trust to resist the numerous armed rebels that sunouud 
him on nil sides. Still he can do a great deal of mischief. The future of Abyssinia, 
deprived of such a large amount of its husbandmen, is pitiable enough, and must soon 
again feci all the horrors of severe famine and its accompanying epidemics." 

9. With the above letters came a fragment in cipher, giving the following important 
intelligence:—* King of Sboa wrote Bishop some days ago, saving,—*If you like, 1 will 
come and take Mugdala.' Bishop an-wered, * 00100 . by all means.’” 

Not much faith was placed in this offer by the captives*, but there may be something 
intended by Menilek. as he has sent a messenger with a letter lor me to Aden. There is 
no doubt he could do it if he liked, and I believe there are many inside the fortress who 
would gladly aid his entrance. Successfully curried out, it would undoubtedly he the 
death-knell of Theodorus. 

10. I annex copy, in extenso, of another letter from Dr. Rhine, containing information 
which I think will prove interesting to you as elucidatory* of the state of affairs up to the 
latest date. On the whole the accounts, a- far as regards those confined on Amha M igdalu, 
may be considered far more satisfactory than tlu* previous ones up to the 3rd of May. 
The King’s power is at the very lowest; the best of his troops have left him ; and he has 
now merely a nibble of starving creatures who w ill only remain with him as long us he can 
give them unopposed plunder. The communication between Magdul 1 and IT hr 1 Tabor 
being completely closed, shows the rein-Is must he there in force, and sufficiently so, it is 
to be hoped, to prevent the King lulling back on the former should he desire to do so. It 
is most probable, though, that he will cling to Debra Tuhor, and his er.d eorne upon him 
suddenly there. Sudden it will he if it does come. There is a prophecy that lie w ill meet 
his death in the Ahyssiuian month commencing on the 10th of June and ending on the 
1 Oth of July. In previous years he has secluded him-elf during that month ; this year he 
cannot; and the prophecy may prompt the deed which will rid the country of one who 
hus “ wearied ” it by his lute atrocities. 

11. Such a result is, however, uncertain, and it is impossible to say what may happen. 
1 therefore still earnestly hope that l may be at an early date favoured with your lordship's 
instructions to proclaim to the King and all Abyssinia, should n suitable opportunity offer, 
that Her Majesty w ill exact gome retribution from King Theodorus should the lives of any 
British subjects in his country he lo-t through any acts of his, and that he will he held 
personally responsible with his throne and life in this matter. I trust that such instructions 
may he awaiting my return to Aden; for, used at the proper moment, such a measure 
would almost certainly he conclusive. 

12. The position of the Europeans at Debra Tabor—consisting of Mr. Flad, the 
lay mi-sionaries, the hunters of His Imperial Highness the Duke of Saxe Coburg, the two 
Frenchmen Bardel and Mackerer, and the two poor ladies Mrs. Find and Mrs. Rosenthal, 
with their children—is undoubtedly most critical, and we can only hope for the best 
for them. 

13. Of the three messengers sent up separately on the 16th of May with Lord 
Stanley’s letter to tlu* King, two, who went by Hamozeyn andTigre, were, l regret to say, 
seized by the rebel Chief Tishoo Gobezye in Woggura. He took 1 I 1 • letters from them 
with his own hand, but as yet I have no information what he did with them. The third 
messenger went \ia Lasta; and us nothing has been heard of him since, he Ims probably 
been more successful. 

H. A thousand dollars go by these return messengers to Mr. Rassain. They are 
trustworthy people, and should reuch early next month. More money will be sent u month 
hence should it appear advisable so to do. 

15. I he heat here is very great, proviug the utter impossibility of bringing troops at 
this season of the year. Even if they were only detained a lew days in it, perfect prostration 
and disorganization would he risked. 

16. Captain Fletcher, R.A., and Lieutenant Abbott, As-istant Resident, accompanied 
me ou dutv to assist. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MERE WETHER. 

















Inclosure 2 in No. 72G. 

Dr. Jilanc to Colonel Merer ether. 

My dear Colonel, Magdala, June 10, 1867. 

NOTHING is more unsatisfactor)' than to write on vague rumours and untruthful 
reports ; this time it cannot be helped, as wc have but little correct information of what 
has latterly taken place. Since we wrote last no messenger, either private or Imperial, 
has reached this place. The Begemeder people have at last risen m ma*»e. I lie unheard-of 
cruelty and the utter ruin brought upon them by their Sovereign have at last roused the 
spirit of this enslaved race. It takes a long time to stir up the African blood; but when 
once they shake off their fetters, it is difficult to bring them hack to their former apathy. 
The impossibility at present to communicate fro m the* camp to this ainba, is no doubt the 
explanation of our present xtntu quo. The King may have decreed our deaths ; even that 
we would know nothing about; no messenger cau possibly bring any order, good or bad; 
and unless the King comes himself, at least as far as the Jeddah, there is but little chance 
of hearing either from him or from the Europeans. 

On the 27th last month, about a dozen of our servants were proceeding to Debra 
Tabor, some of them in order to bring here some of the kit Flad brought with him, others 
m route to Matemma, when they were suddenly pounced upon by a party of horsemen, 
commanded by one of the King’s officers Zaluln, who had only a few hours before deserted 
with the troops under his command, all Begemeder men, well armed, and pretty well 
mounted. They had reached Gatuido, a district about five hours’march south-east of 
Debra Tabor, a short time before our servants; the peasantry, since a long ti ucmutinous, 
hailed the arrival of their countrymen with joy, unburied their lances and swords, and 
declared themselves in op n rebellion. As you may well expect, all was at the time 
excitement and turmoil; our servants evidently arrived at a very unlucky moment. Gene¬ 
rally pri oners* servants arc allowed to pass everywhere unmolested * but on this occasion 
they were seized and plundered of everything they had,—those only w ho bad obi trousers 
were allowed to keep them. We lost on this occasion six mules, and a good amount of 
other property. I cam - in for my share, as my servant was one of the number; my loss 
came to about 52 dollars, no trifle for people hard up as we now arc. Some of the servants 
were left to the tender mercies of the peasants, who did nut allow them either to proceed 
or return, through fear that they would reveal their whereattout*; others, with the King's 
messenger Lig Lee (n relation of It is Kiduno Marinin, the now imprisoned former Chief of 
this nnihu) were taken away by Dejajmatcb Guilder, to the low country between Clucheo 
and Zcbit. 

Tliov started in the evening. Soon after dark, whilst crossing a small stream, a 
certain confusion arose amongst the horses and mules; Lig Le*, and two of our servants 
who were with him, took advantage of this to make their escape. Lig 1-ee managed to 
evade all pursuit, but our servants were not so I irtunate ; they were overtaken, and soundly 
flogged, to make them confess the road Lee had taken. They could give no information, 
ns they knew nothing themselves, having lost o e another in the darkness. Some of the 
soldiers proposed killing them on the spot; others to let them go. After another thrashing, 
this milder counsel fortunately prevailed. Bruised, naked, half-starved, they managed to 
reached the a uhn, and gave us the tale of their adventures Another servant, belonging 
to Mr. Stern, escaped soon after the plunder; lie was the fn>t to bring us the news. 
Though both our servants and Mr. Stern's agree as to the plunder and the principal events, 
thev arc at variance regarding the fate of the other servants. Mr. Stern’s *ei ant says 
that all arc still in tin* houses of the peasants; the others, that they have most probably 
been killed, iib they met on the road the bodies of five or six of the servants of Aito 
Durgen. brother of Sahala Selassie, late Ki gof Slum, a prisoner on tin's a i ba. I believe, 
however, this report to he unfounded, as. if correct, it would no doubt have been confirmed 
before this. The servants also disagree as to the fate of the Europeans. Mr; Stern’s 
servant states that he heard that they had all b’Cii chained, and two days afterwards Flad 
and his wife had sliaml the same fate, and that all their property, as well as all that Flad 
had brought with him, had been confiscated. The others report, that on the King’s 
return to Debra Tabor, he called the Europeans before him, and told them not to be afraid, 
that lie was their friend, and that they must take care of the guns; that the King had 
ordered a strong hedge to be built around their tents and huts, and that they were strictly- 
watched prisoners without chains, as ourselves at Zagui. It is quite impossible to say 
which of the two accounts is the correct or. \ probably both ; first, the hedge, afterwards 
the chains, is a common practice of the King’s. 

The newly-levied army of peasants did not last long; as soon as they saw the King 
on bis way back to Bpgemeder, expecting little profit, more likely bard blows, they melted 
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away in the most wonderful manner. Desertions amongst the soldiers are on the increase. 
Zululu, with his men, left the camp in the open day; many more would have followed, if 
the King himself had not arrived on the spot. He forbade all pursuit, being afraid that 
most likely many of the prisoners would join the runaways. He pluced a line of muske¬ 
teers around his devoted soidiers, with orders to shoot any one who ventured beyond the 
camp limits. 

In the Province of Begemeder there cannot be less than 20,000 men in open rehellion, 
partly peasants, the majority runaway soldiers, all anxious to rid themselves of the tyrant 
who destroys their homes. Luckily for the King they are not acting together; all the 
petty Chiefs are jealous of one another; it requires a brave and clever man of good family 
to unite all these small independent rebels with a strong united force. Should this take 
place, the King would be done tor. 1 know enough of the natural jealousy of the natives 
to feel assured that this will not take place, as yet at least. The King, with his smull band 
of ruffians, wd) be allowed to go on plundering, torturing and burning wholesale fashion, 
not so much through his own strength, as through the want of unison amongst the rebels. 
The last we heard of the King himself is that he has been plundering several of the districts 
in the neigh hour hood of Debra Tabor, Ormra Gadea. and A muz Warox. 

On the 19th of last month, everybody at Debra Tabor was surprised by the sudden 
and unexpected return of the King. It appears that he had heard that the rebels Imd 
assembled in large numbers at Ormra Gadea. about five hours’ march from Debra Tabor, 
The rebels believing that the King was still in Dembea, had intended to make a sudden 
attack on Has Tagu. and release the prisoners, the majority of them being Begemeder 
men. The King came on them so unexpectedly that the rebels at first believed that Has 
Tagu had come to attack them, but the great nutnlier of silver shields and ornamented 
saddles made them suspect the King himself; all their courage vanished, the Chiefs gave 
the example of the ** Sauve qui pent:" being better mounted than their followers they 
managed to escape; the pea*ant» threw down their arms and begged for pardon. Need 1 
say how useless their appeal for mercy and that to a man they were ull slaughtered on the 
spot; at Aniuz Warox, however, it is said lie met with a semi-defeat, hi* plundering parties 
were very roughly bandied by the peasantry The King managed to seize some ot these 
brave men, and to prove to them his ardent love bad them burnt alive. Little reliance can, 
however, be placed on any of these reports. Abyssinian* are famous for their power of 
invention, and. according to your friendship or enmity to the powers that Ik*, come with 
the most contradictory tales. Still these facts are pretty certain : The King is losing 
ground daily, he is worse and worse, and more cruel, as he feels more disap|>oiutcd ; thirdly, 
be can still I ang on a longtime unless the peasants and runaway soldiers unite under a 
common leader. All Abyssiniuns are superstitious, all (relieve in the horoscope, astrologers, 
&c. A popular belief exists, in which the King himself shares, that his death is to happen 
in the month of Saumi. and at no other time; Saumi begins on the 6th June, and ends 
on the 6th July : during that period the King seldom ventures abroad, never enga e* in any 
war or plundering expedition. Well, a lew days ago, on bis return t mm u good lilt of 
cattle, he heard at night a proclamation being made at a short distance. Peasants follow 
the soldiers who have plundered them, and present themselves before the King and 
sometimes succeed in getting back part of their property; it is true that they often get the 
stick for their trouble, but Abyssinian* will run great risks where their property is con¬ 
cerned. The King inquired, and wastold that a man was addressing the peasants who had 
followed their stolen cattle. What does he say? asked the King, lie says that the month 
of Saumi being near, his countrymen must not lear, as on that month your Majesty will 
die and they will get back their property. The King called some of his officers and told 
them. As far as 1 am concerned, 1 must submit to what destiny keeps in reserve for me, 
and the fellow s prophecy concerning myself can still turn out to lie correct; but to prove 
to him that he is only an impostor, have all the cows and mules killed immediately. Should 
1 die, at all events he will still be wrong and not get back the cows. Ten thousand cows and 
mules were shot at once, to the utter mortification and disappointment of the prophet, the 
peasantry, and the soldiers. Here on our amba we are pretty quiet; we have bud our 
house repaired lor the rainy season, and have made a small garden in front: wc endeavour 
to banish as much as we possibly can all idea of prison and uncertain future. Sickness is 
considerable on the mountain. Cholera seems to have broken out in the common jail last 
month, together with a kind of typhoid fever, or fever, I have not heard of 

any cases of cholera lately, but many deaths take place daily from the other disease. One 
of the Council died from it a few days ago. Samuel had a bad lever the other day. but is 
now all right again ; none of us are very sick, none quite well. Rasaam has been suffering 
from headache and diarrhoea, Prideaux from a slight bilious attack, Stern and Rosenthal 
are pretty well, Cameron more or less unwt-ll, myself bronchitis and neuralgia : evidently 
[73] 8C 
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the season is not a healthy one; it is due, 1 believe, to the great heat of the *un compared 
to the temfierature of the house*, a difference of nearly 40 degrees. The vaccine matter 
you kindly sent up at last succeeds, and for the last three weeks no end of little niggers 
nave enjoyed the privilege of preservation. It is quite astonishing how soon the people 
accepted it, [?] bringing their children: the only difficulty is to obtain the lymph from 
the previously vaccinated children; they have an idea that opening the pustule will cause 
the death of the child. As none luckily have died, it is to be hoped that the prejudice 
will before long disappear. The Gallas are the great terror of the Amhara garrison of 
this amha; they are consequently very fond, when they have a chance, to delude them¬ 
selves and make others believe in their courage and desire to fight them A few days ago 
100 or so made their appearance; at once, one of the chiefs with several hundred 
musketeer* made a sortie and returned in triumph, having gone in the opposite direction to 
where the Gallas had been seen. It is rumoured that the two rival Queens will shortly 
come to blows. Wuikiti is still in Sima, and is supposed to be backed by the ruler of 
that kingdom, whilst Wastiak (the looking glass) is the favourite of the Gulla chiefs and 
is supposed to be at the head of 20,000 warriors. A short time ago she made her 
appearance in the neighbourhood, but seems to have gone in the direction of Godjam. 
Our servants an* evidently frightened, not one will go to Gaffat; one named Worku agreed 
to go a few days ago, but ran away, it is said, to Tigre. taking our letters with him. The 
news that the Euro)>eans had been chained hands and feet, that all their servants have 
either run away or are in chains, the state of the road, have quite dun>|»cd their courage. 
To-day, a messenger from this mountain sent by the chiefs is going to try his luck, and 
until now we have not been able to find a servant to accompany him. It is a pity that 
every messenger did not bring with him a good revolver with ammunition, with a dozen of 
them we might have long ago made our escaj>e. but without arms it i- not possible. 

I here is nothing to he gained by lamentations, no good crying over spilt milk ; so the 
less said the lletter. The Irishman drags the tail of bis coat, and requests any gentleman 
to lie kind enough to tread upon it; but the British lion lets his be trampled upon with the 
greatest meekness. Let us hope that he will soon awake Iroin his lethargic slumber, and 
give a few healthy roars in this country. I have written, I am afraid, a rather absurd 
letter, hut it is not so much my fault as the difficulty to obtain anything like correct 
information. However, here is a summary of our position,—a telecram you can send to 
the “Times:"—Europeans probably chained hands and feet, deprived of their servants, 
all communication stopped ; no possibility of obtaining anything from either Gaffat or 
Muteinma. Epidemic on the mountain, rainy season close at hand, hardly any money, 
supplies verv scarce and deur, and every minute in expectation of something had from our 
friend the King- Wo expect every day to hear that Dalanta has rebelled; the Gallas 
come no more to bring supplies. Should Dahoute go over to the rebels, Dalanta would 
shortly follow ; then, indeed, it will be hard to get even the most common supplies of the 
country. Add to this that our friend the King may come here shortly to add to our 
comfort, what ran we do? Like Cas-umlra, our warnings have been laughed at; all that 
is lett to us is to hope and trust for the best. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) II. BLANC. 

P S.—Samuel begs to send you his respectful compliments lie has just told me that 
he had YYaldemcior, Gandar f?), and Moritz Hull were not chained ; all the rest hands and 
feet. 

Yesterday afternoon, some of the scivants staying in Dalanta to look after some 
mulex, came with a brother of the Chief to inform us that all the Yagoo troops uuder 
Has Adilon had left the camp, and had passed through Dalanta, m route to their native 
country: that the soldiers from Dalanta, Nadelo, and Dahoute had a! o abandoned the 
King, and returned to their respective provinces. Apart from the musketeers, few* men 
remain near the King. The Yagoo formed his host cavalry, and were considered always as 
his hrave-t and most faithful troops. Before long Yagoo. Dalanta, and Dahoute will 
place themselves under the protection (nominal) of the Wakshum. 1 he cause of this 
great desertion is due to the cruelty latterly practised by the K ng. Some five or six 
days ago be executed about 100 of bis chiefs on mere trivial pretexts. After the audience, 
Has Adilon consulted with his chiefs; they decided to leave the King in the opt n day, 
then and there, and tight if attacked. They depurted unmolested I he King is falling so 
rapidly that there is much fear that he will come here before the raim season set- in. A 
conspiracy is said to have lieen discovered on this amha. One of the seven chiefs, by 
name Hallo, made arrangement to open the gates to the Gallas. It may be true, or simply 
an invention of some " friend ” of his. Tchelga has gone over to the rebels. No hope, 
if any before, of anything coining vifi MHtcmma. 

H. B. 
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No. 727. 

Mr. Boston to Mr. Murray.—(Received August 9.) 

Sir, Southwark Street, London , August 9, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge and thank you for your letter of 5th instant, 
informing me that Lord Stanley had been pleased to accede to the recommendation made 
by Colonel Merewether, viz., that Mr. Talbot be paid up to the same date as the other 
artisans; and that an additional quarter's salary be paid him, in consideration of his 
services 

I am, See. 

(Signed) JAMES EASTON. 

Per J. E. Linsdell. 


No. 728. 

Mr. Parker Snow to Lord Stanley.—(Receired August 12.) 

My Lord, 11, Grove Place , Rrompton Road, August 12, 1867. 

UI’ON reading over a copy of my letter of the 22nd ultimo* oddies-ed to your 
Lordship, I find myself to have spoken in a tone which, after examining the last Parlia¬ 
mentary Report, and reflecting upon the remarks I so hastily made, causes me regret. 

1 perceive the great labour and amount of patient care devoted by your Lordship’s 
office to the subject of the captives in Abyssinia. I also can see, now, where, in my sole 
desire to try and aid in the release of those captives 1 wns forgetful of the fact that there 
were many more experienced men than mvself capable of undertaking the work. Had it 
been a question relating to Arctic explorations, I might, and could, fearlessly have stood 
by the side of any one as to a thorough acquaintance with the subject- But, as to this 
Abxssmian business, I aiu unable to profess more than what general report has made me 
acquainted with. Nevertheless, my plan, I believed, might he productive of good, and I 
sincerely «nd disinterestedly offered myself. 

1 feel, however, it is hut due to your Lordship’s high position that I thus express 
regret for the hasty toue of my last letter, and though, from the nuture of my wandering 
life, and the habits l have formed, I cunnot humble myself, as some do, to any man 
(except to effect an object amongst wild people), still, I derm it but a manly act to admit 
an error, or a seeming want of respect to those who have the difficult reins ol Government 
in their hands. 

With tins expression of regret, my Lord, and apologising to your Lordship, 1 again 
venture to offer a few remarks on the subject of our captive countrymen in Abyssinia. At 
the same time let me again repeat that 1 seek no |>ersonal gain, apart from payment for my 
services, if used, by thus addressing you. 

In reading the official correspondence, 1 perceive much that leads me to infer great 
mistakes have been committed by our friends themselves in Abyssinia. But. as I have not 
had any except this last Blue Book in my hands, I can only form a surmise on the subject. 
One thing, however, strikes me. and that is, that the Abyssinian Monarch appears very 
desirous of obtaining Europeans of ingenuity and skill. 

Mr. Find, in his letter (pp. 39. -10), says King Theodore made it a condition that 
“ people who could open his eyes ” (men capable of giving him and his people information, 
&c.), should be sent to him in exchange for the captives in his hands. If such men were 
with him, it appears he would let the others go. The certainty or not of this, however, 
your Lordship must lie better acquainted with than I. But il it is deemed wise to attempt 
such, I here proffer myself (and my wife would join me) as hostage for Captain Cameron 
and the English lady confined there. 

My i-ord. in extraordinary and difficult cases, means out of the ordinary way must be 
tried as remedies. Man is a subtle piece of mechanism, not merely as to his body, but 
even more so as to his mind. Human nature requires a deep study to understand it. 
But varied experience often gives us that thorough un ierstanding; and it. is by such alone, 
I believe, the difficulty as to the Abyssinian question can be mustered. 

Hostages, making themselves useful to, and winning the good-will of, this Monarch 
(or whoever may be the reigning Power), are likely to accomplish what is desired, more 
than ordinary diplomacy, or any show* of force. Indeed, to attempt would, I suspect, but 
more speedily ensure the destruction of our friends. 

• No. 687*. 
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It may lie asked, Should I be a suitable hostage? I believe all who know me could 
readily reply that I would; for there is hardly a phase of human life hut what I have gone 
through. And as for working with hand as well as rnind—with edge-tools as well as pen— 
with trowel and spade, as well as quadrant and compass—with leather and awl, as well as 
pencil and brush ; and very much more I could name, several of my publications and all 
my past history proves. 

Does this Abyssinian Monarch want something of a shipbuilder, or carpenter, or 
architect, or civil and topographical engineer; a medical man, a gardener, shoemaker, 
rough artist, or aught else that is really useful, 1 can be the man, having gone through all 
such occupations, and many more. 

Then, too, can I not speak to him of my personal adventures, and show my sketches 
in the ice of a Polar Sea, or among the barbarians of a world in the extreme South he is, 
probably, little acquainted with ; as, also, among the Pacific islanders, negro races, Malays, 
South Americans, and Indians? 

But. nil this, my Lord, might appear absurd for myself to speak of were it not that 
1 must show your Lordship how I inay Ik*, perhaps, the right man lor an hostage in the 
case of our fnends. 

If so, do not forget my Ix>rd, that my position before and to the monarch, must be 
magnified, thus making the hostage seem of greater value rather than lessened. 

I would, therefore, suggest that an immediate proposition be made to King Theodore 
(or whoever Ik; in power), to receive in exchange lor Captain Cameron and others, a well- 
known extensive and experienced traveller and his wife, who, with a varied knowledge of 
the ails, sciences, and handicrafts, are willing to enter into the service of His Majesty for 
a specific period. 

If such letter be sent to Abyssinia, and I, as soon as possible afterwards forwarded, it 
seems to me to be what King Theodore wants. 

If, however, lie chooses to place me in captivity for the release of Captain Cameron 
I shall be prepared for it. Suffering, my Lord, can be borne whore a knowledge of a good 
l>eing attempted is graven on the heart Few know the really exquisite sensations 
experienced by a conviction that sorrow und extreme misery have come through efforts to 
suve others in a pure and humane cause. I have endured all this ; hence I can say that 
the heart is ever lifted upwards in confidence, faith, and holy peace, deriving a strength 
greater by far than would ordinarily ’ e supposed. 

And yet, my I^ord, I am no fanatic, nor even what is called a truly religious man, at 
least outwardly. As the world is, so I take it, though never forgetting that, where we 
strive to act well and do a ko«hI, even if we do slip many times, He who made the world 
will ever support His creatures having faith in him. 

I have also a desire to study those people, and with the knowledge of all past facts 
before me, 1 should when necessary ask for my release, and trust to my countrymen to aid 
me, though I proffer myself now freely and without asking for that future aid. 

If, my Lord, Her Majesty s Government will accept my proposal, it is necessary that 
your Lordship grant me an immediate interview, that 1 may personally explain my plan 
better than I can do by writing. Moreover, that time be given for my wife to be brought 
over here from America. She has heretofore accompanied me in my voyages to wild 
lands, and the conciliating power of a woman is known to be ever gotnl. 

Again I ask, my Lord, for us early a reply as your lordship can give me. not only for 
myself but on account of our unfortunate countrymen. 

I have, Stc. 

(Signed) W. BARKER SNOW. 


Minute. 

Query : Thank for offer but decline. 


J. MURRAY. 
S. 


No. 729. 

Dr. Deke to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 12.) 

My Lord, Bekesboume , August 10, 1867. 

THE intelligence just received from Abyssinia is such as will doubtless lead Her 
Majesty’s Government to decide not merely in breaking off now and for ever all friendly 
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relations with the usurper of the Throne of Abyssinia, but also on adopting for the future, 
with respect to that country*, the policy recommended to your Lordship's predecessor in 
office in my letter of April 4, 1848. Had that policy been adopted at the time, there 
would have been no room for the misfortunes and disgrace to which England has been 
subjected during the last few years, and the extreme complication* which exist at the 
present moment 

We have daid a heavy penalty for our interference ic Abyssinian politics ; but there 
are still the means of setting ourselves right; and it only we can extricate ourselves from 
the existing difficulty without loss of honour, we may have done tor ever with this 
mischievous and unprofitable interference, and may thenceforth trust to the establishment 
and development of commercial relations with that most important part of Eastern Africa, 
for a comi»eiisation, and more than compensation, for all the losses we have sustained, 
without appealing to any higher motives in this utilitarian age. 

As long as Her Majesty's Government continued to recognize the whole of Abyssinia 
as one State, under the sovereignty of the Emperor Theodore, there was an incompatibility 
in regarding the rulers of the several provinces otherwise tlmn as rebels. But now that 
he is disowned, the state of things reverts to what it was in 1848, when 1 wrote—“ Each 
provincial Governor in Abyssinia (and the King of Shoa is dr jure nothing more) is de facto 
an independent Sovereign ; and the true policy of England clearly is to recognize each 
separately within his own dominions.” 

In my letter of April 27. I86(», # to the Earl of Malmesbury, printed in the Blue Book 
on Abyssinia, just presented to Parliament (pages 143 and 145), 1 enumerated and 
dcscribrd the principal chiefs in arms against Theodore. Without adverting to the claims 
set up by some of them to replace Theodore as the ruler of the whole empire, it will be 
sufiicicut on the present occasion to refer to the offer to undertake the liberation of the 
British captives, which 1 understand has been made by two of the insurgent Princes ; 
namely, the virtually independent rulers of the provinces or kingdoms o! Tigre and Shoa, 
Waagshun Gobazyc and Negus Menilek. 

Should such offers really have been made, I would respectfully submit to your Lord- 
ship that they should both be accepted without hesitation, and without loss of time, and 
that arms and ammunition, a subsidy of money, and, if necessary, a small body of soldiers, 
should be supplied to them both. 

In making this suggestion I would, however, express the fervent hope tliut Her 
Majesty’s Government may not be induced by any consideration to relax for one single 
moment in their own exertions to effect the liberation of the captives by the employment 
of a British force, independently of all local aid whatever. To rclinguist) this duty to the 
agency of any native chief or chiefs, however friendly disposed, would have the appearance 
of being unable, through weakness, to accomplish the task ourselves, and would assuredly 
be so understood; and it could not fail to Ik* attended with most injurious results, not 
merely as regards the loss of prestige throughout the East, but not improbably also as 
affecting the fate of the prisoners themselves, who might after ull be detained by their 
liberators, with a view to obtain better terms for their ransom, w hereby u fresh and yet more 
indelible stain would Ik* cast on the honour of the British nation. 

It might be unnecessary to march a British army as fur as Magdala, or indeed any 
where into the interior of Abyssinia. It would lie sufficient, at ull events in the first 
instance, to land the troops and let them ascend to the edge of the table-land, and there 
encamp, in expectation of the arrival of the captives, but ready to march forwards should 
it become necessary to do so. Should happily the force have to return in consequence of 
the delivery up ol the captives, the moral effect of such a demonstration would be 
incalculable. 

In such a case, the spot w hich 1 would suggest for the encampment of a British force 
is Senate, which place is alluded to in my letter to your Lordship ol April 12th lustf (Blue 
Book, page 140), and in Colonel Mere wether’s desputch of January 15th lastj (Blue Book, 
page 100, where the name is printed Teuafec). 

Before proceeding to submit to your Lordship the reasons for this suggestion, I would 
beg leave to premise that in my said letter of April 12, I mentioned tiiat on my journey to 
Abyssinia last year, I discovered that the River lladus falls into Annesley Bay, ncur the site 
ot the ancient city and port of Adulis, thus establishing the correctness of the opinion long 
entertained by me that in this direction we should look for the key ol Abyssinia. I ought 
to have added in my said letter that at the same time 1 discovered that the lladus is joined 
by a considerable stream named Aligaddi, which was crossed by my wile and myself on 
May 7, I860, near where the former turns off westwards to the sea, between Adulis and its 
modern representative Zulla. 1 wo months previously, on our journey up country, we had 
• Inclosure 3 in No. 572. f No. 672. X No. 640. 
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crossed a sandy and stonev valley without a drop of water in it; but at the moment of our 
return a sudden full of min in the upper country had rendered it a muddy torrent twenty-five 
or thirty yard* in breadth, and about two feet deep, the water, as we were informed on the 
spot, coming; from sixteen villages in llamaseyn, as far north as Asmara. 

In the map accompanying M. Munzingcr’s work “ Ostapi Kavesche Studien,” 
published at SchalFbauscn, in 1861, the Ha das is not marked as turning off eastwards to 
the sea. whilst all the watercourses to the north of 15° north latitude, between Kaiyakher 
and Asmara, are laid down as running northwards instead of southward- ; and as this map 
was constructed by the well-known geographt r and cartographer. Dr. Peterniann, it must 
l>e taken to have been based on the latest and best authorities. Consequently, on my 
arrival at Massowah. I thought it only right to point out to M. Munzinger these errors iu 
his map. 

In the map accompanying my own work, “The British Captives in Abyssinia,” 
published in December, 1866, I introduced tor the first time these important changes in 
the hydrography of this portion of the Abyssinian coast, which, notwithstanding its 
vicinity to Mas-owah, had remained so imperfectly known. Of course the Aligaddi could 
only be laid down approximately, as I had only seen it when I crossed it. 

I am happy to learn from M. Munzinger’s sketch of the road to Kaiyakher, dated 
March I, 1867, contained in the Blue Book, page 136. that these my corrections are 
confirmed and adopted by him. As is only natural, the Aligaddi, written Alvgwadcy by 
M. Munzitiger, in whose former map Alligidi U a village on a water-course running down 
to Magsownh, is much more correctly laid down in my map of December I860, as result¬ 
ing from an actual survey of its whole course. It i- not a little singu'ar that exactly 
twenty-three years before I thus cross d the Aligaddi in the lower pait of its course, 
namely, on May 1,1813, I crossed the upper portion of the sime stream near Kaiyakher; 
hut from its extraordinary winding course in that vicinity, as is so clearly shown in 
M. Munzinger’s present sketch, I fell into the enor of other travellers of supposing it to 
bo the head of the Midinhar, a water-course marked in my map of 1844, contained in the 
17th volume of the “Journal of the Royal Geographical Society,” as running towards 
Massownh. In briefly noting the road I then took, I said (‘‘Journal.’ p 64), “After 
quitting the tableland of Serawe at Gura. I descended from Kaiyakher to Ma-sowah by a 
gradual and easy road, well watered, and occupying two days and n-half very gentle 
travelling. This is so much superior to the steep way up the Taranta, that it is now 
generally chosen by Europeans; and another impoitant advantage is gained by taking it, 
which is, that Arkiko is avoided, together with all the annoyances ami extorti ms to which 
the traveller used there to he exposed." 

Whilst now fully confirming what I thus said three and twenty years ago ns to the 
superiority of the road by Kaiyakher over that of the steep mountain pas- of Tamm a, it is 
necessary to explain that this must not he understood as meaning that the former road is 
preferable to that lip the valley of the Iladas altogether. 

This explanation is imperatively called for, not merely by what I have stated above, 
hut liken i-c by an ob-ervntion of Colonel Merewt thcr. in Ids despatch to your Lordship of 
January 15. |8t>7 (Blue Book, page 100). When speaking of the rouds into the interior 
from Anue-ley lhi\, that accomplished officer says : “There arc two, one to Dalai, taken 
by Dr. Beke last year, and which is not a good one for 1 iden camels. The other, the old 
caravan road from Adoolis to Tenafe (Senafe). This la-1 has not been frequented of late 
years, and i- overgrown with jungle, hut it was much used when AUoolis was a Greek 
colony. Mini I cannot help thinking, will, on further enquiry prove as good as any, at 
any rate well worth examination hereafter, should entrance into Aby-sinia become 
necessary.” 

On what is thus said I would beg permission to remark, that the better opinion would 
worn to he that the original Greek caravan road, ns deserilied in Arrian*- •• Peripliusof the 
Bed Sea.” was from Adulis up the valley of the fl.id.i-, to Colne, of which Hulai (the 
same name sILhtlv corrupted) is the modern repre-entati e; and that i. was not till the 
Greek merchants were form! to abandon Adulis and retire to the bland of Orine (the 
mountainous), now Diwee (or properly Dis*vet. meaning, in Amharic, the island), at the 
entrance of Anneslev Bay, that they adopted the mad from Orine, along the western shore 
of the gulf, to Bure, ano thence ascended to the edge of the table land by the pass of 
Senate, where they founded a city, of winch the ruins still exi-t. 

However this may he. it is not to fie supposed that the r ad up the valley of the 
limbi- is not a go«*d one for loaded camel-, because of the steep ascent which is usually 
chosen bv merchants and travellers, by the pass of Turanta to Diksa, or by that of 
ShumfaHo taken bv myself) to Halai. As far up the valley as the foot of those passes, 
loaded camels go with perfect case. There the baggage has to be taken from the camels 
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and placed on bullocks sent down from the villages on the table land. But if, instead of 
this, the direct course of the valley southwards be followed as far as lokonda, about ten 
miles beyond the foot of Turanta, there is a road which apjieare to be quiteequ.dtotut 
by Kaiyakher, as it ascends gradually, and is said to be practicable for camels all the way up, 

ifonlv a few rocks were removed out of the way. . . i • «* 

the road by Bur* to Senate appears to be equally good, it not even better ; the height 
of the latter place is equal to that ot Halai, 8.400 feet above the ocean hut he aacent tn 
much more eradual. Bv Bur, ami Senafe is the direct road Iron, the north end of the greet 
salt plain of Harko. vJh.ch supplies Abyssinia with its present currency, pieces of ruck 
salt; and a military force stationed at Senafe would have the command of the pass and the 
control of the supply of this valuable and essential commodity. 

When Mr. Salt was in Abyssinia he was very inquisitive about this road by Bure, 
which his friend Ras Wald* Sddsyetold him was the best approach Iron the coast, it being 
not more than four days’ journey* from Antalo, and well supplied with water andi cattle. 

1 have not been able to find any definite result of Mr. Salt s enquiries, hut it isimt 
unlikelv that some record of the same i* preserved in the archives of the Foreign ( "we, 
in connection with the negotiations entered into about fort)r years ago for the cession by 
Dedjatj Sabngadis to the English of a portion of the Abyssinian coast at hmhl 
(Anipliilla . and again about ten years after lor the cession ot Ilarenn (Arena), m llownkil 

Bay, bv Sabngadis’s son, Shum-Againye Kasaai. 

As is shown in the enclosed sketch, the distance of Senate in a direct line from he 
sea at Harkiko (Arkeeko) is 53 geographical miles; at llatena 48 miles^ 

33 miles; and at the south-west end of Annesley Bay only 30 miles. . o that, it 
necessary, a communication might be kept up with the sen-coast in more- than one direction 
On the road from Zulla, as 1 know from personal investigation, there is water all the way 
down to close to the sea shore. Zulla is about lour miles from the sea. About a mile 
nearer the coast I saw wells sunk in the sandy channel of the Iladas, which afford a 
copious and constant supply . f water; and when it is conquered that this channel drains 
the joint basin, of the Hadus and the Aligaddi, of which the area may be roughly estimated 
at 1,000 square miles, it is manifest that fur more water must he accumulated in its bed 
than in that of any watercourse in its vicinity ; and hence we eon understand why the 
Greeks should have founded their emporium Adulis at this particular spot, wmen has 

however been described, on high authority, as being without water. 

The desirability of getting away as quickly as possible, not inerel\- 
hot shores of the Red Sea. but likewise from the intermediate di-trtcts,-.000, TOOO, or 
even 4,000 feet high, to the bracing climate of tho tableland, at upwards of 8,000 feet above 

the ocean, does not require to l>e insisted on. 

1 cannot sav from actual experience how long it would tuke to go from the coast to 
Senate, but the time could not be but very short. My wife and I, in travelling on mule- 
back the whole wav between Arkeeko and Halai, employed twenty-five hours in going and 
twenty hours and three-quarters in coming back, of w hich five hours were consumed in the 
ascent and three hours and a-haif in the descent of Mount Shumfaito. From near Halai, 
ut a perpendicular height of a mile and a-half above the ocean, we perceived the 
sea beyond Arkeeko and heard the firing of cannon at Ma-sowah. The distance Irom 
Zulla to Senate i- much less than from Aikeeko to Halai. and the road being much better 
could he travelled in less time. From the south end of Anncslcy Bay to Bure the distance 
and time would be consideral lv reduced. From Senate I have no doubt the sea is visible, 

both at the end of Annesley B.iy and at Harena. ........ 

A very great advantage of Senate, by whatever road it may be reached, is that it is 
much further south than any other point at which the tableland may he reached, it being 
only 200 miles Irom Magdala in a direct line; and it would therefore effect a considerable 
saving both ot distance and of time in the march of an army on that place by the “ upper 
road," recommended in my letter of April 12th (Blue Book. p. 140), and mentioned in my 
letter of July 26th .'which 1 am sorry to perceive has not been included in the papers laid 
before Pailiamcnt), as having been that taken by Don Christopher da Gamas brave little 

I^m giad to we that Dr Blanc’s testimony is in favour of this upper road. He 
sa V8 (Blue Book, p. 103 , “The road through Talanta to Lastaand Socota is said to be 
much easier than the one from Debra Tabor, a large portion ol the intervening tract 
between here and the Tacazze being a low plain.” Only in speaking ot a low plain, 
Dr. Blanc tails into ihe common error of travellers in Abyssinia, pointed out by mein 
page 147 of the Blue Book, who not unnaturally imagine that the plains must be below and 
tiw mountains above! A -lance at the map will convince the most cursory observer that 
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a region in which arc the sources of rivers running east, west, north, and south, cannot 
possibly be a '* low r plain. Besides, I have myself been at Socota and beyond, and can 
therefore speak with authority as to the nature of the country. 

Before concluding. I would take the liberty of again referring to the alternative plan 
suggested in my letter of April I vth last (Blue Book, p. 141), of landing a small force at 
fUhlita, to proceed directly to Magdala by force marches, and carry it bv a coup de main. 
In addition to what is there stated, l would beg leave to suggest that it might be well for 
a vessel of war to remain off Rahlita, and to retain on board some of the chiefs of that 
place and of the tribes on that road as hostages for the good treatment of the expedition ; 
though at the same time, there needs not to be fear of treachery on their parts, if well 
paid. In addition to what is said in the Blue Book on this subject. I would beg leave to 
refer to my Report of December 17th, 1864, communicated by Sir William C’oghlan to the 
India Office, with his Memorandum of that date, printed in page 146 ; and in doing so, 
it is proper I should remark that in consequence of the concluding paragraph of that 
Memorandum being placed within inverted commas, it might seem as if the words of 
that paragraph were mine, whereas they are Sir William’s own closing observation. 

Of my Report of December 17th, 1864, no portion whatever is given in the Blue 
Book, which is to he regretted ; because it so plainly points out the physical objections to 
the mad between Tadjourrah and Shoa, and the advantages of that between Kahlita and 
Magdala. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Refer him to India Office. 


Minute. 

J. M. 


No. 730. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Foreign OJfice, August 13, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th 
instant, and to inform you that all arrangements connected with inquiries in regard to 
Abyssinia, are made under the orders of the India Office. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 731. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Mer excel her to Lord Stanley.—(Received August .) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden t July 26, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that further letters have been received 
from Magdala, brought by native boat from Mussowah, but only of one week's later date 
than those transmitted by lust mail. The news now received is up to the 19th June, and 
is much of the same tenor as the last. The captives were all well, hut owing to the 
money forwarded by Mr. Find unfortunately not having reached them, they were getting 
into gnat difficulties from want of it: 1,000 dollars were sent up on the 12th instant, 
and 600 will be dispatched by these return messengers. The communication with the 
King’s camp was still completely dosed. 

2. Mr. Rnssam w rites that " since the last note I received from Mr. Flad, dated the 
16th ultimo (May), no communication has been received by me or anyone else from 
Debra Tabor. I have tried no less than e»i»ht times to communicate, but mv messengers 
were either seized or frightened hack bv the rebels of Begetnder. I have, however, tied 
again through the assistance of the Bishop, and I hope that this time my messenger will 
succeed in reaching Debra Tabor and communicating with Mr. Flad. As no messenger 
has reached this place for the last thirty days, of course all reports we hear cannot be 
depended upon, and we are obliged to receive ill intelligence with caution. 

“There is one thing certain, however, tfia* t^e rebellion has now become quite general, 
which is proved by the fact that the communication has been lately stopped between the 
Royal camp and this garrison. It is rumoured that the Emperor has killed all the 
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prisoners; but whether the Europeans have also forfeited their byes or not, it is more 
than I can say. I might write to you two or three sheets full ot different rumours, hut it 
would be onlv wasting time, and might deceive you an 1 Government; so I hope you will 
be cautious to what you hear from Abyssinia. I shall try my best to get out with my 
party . but whether I shall succeed to do so without assistance from without, it remains to 
be <;e e n I fear not There is no Chief in the Royal camp now ot any importance ; they 
have either decamped or got imprisoned. The Bishop and Samuel are of great scryiec to 
ine and indeed there is no Chief near me who would not do his best to see us aaltly ut 
the country if he could only have a little pluck. I only wish l had money to enable mo 
to be more*hospitable. It is quite impossible for His Majesty to send us our things now. 

If he is obliged to take refuge in this mountain, he will have scarcely people enough to 
carrv his own things hither. Rumour says that he is quite besieged at Debra labor, and 
will "not Ik* able to pass through the rebels if he wants to come here. Mv t,w { 

he can any day come through the enemies’country with a bandiul ot followers, as I 
believe his'very figure frightens thousands of rebels. Why, he has now ^ e . be ^ 
consisting mostly of his own runaway soldiers, who more than double Ins own fo lower*, 
and yet they are afraid to attack him, though every day he imprisons and kills their 

relations.^ ju # ktter (copy ol * which is appended), gives a fuller account ot the 

state of affairs; also of the chances respecting themselves. As regards the projects o 
release in the event of King Theodoras’* death 1 consider t urn more favourable than 
Dr. Blanc does, for 1 believe that any of the minor rebels would be glad to give their help 
for the reward they feel sure they would obtain, and the more powerful ( huffs would hope 
to gain luture advantages bv showing their desire to be on different U nns with tbo Butish 
Government to those King Theodorus has maintained, and they would consider the best 
means of effecting that would be the liberation and safe-conduct ol the captives to the 
coast. Believing that such result might be brought about in the event ol the King * 
dea*h, I would again beg most strongly to urge the desirability ol a firm and umn is take- 
able tone being adopted towards King Theodorus; that the course 1 have so l.cqueutly 
recommended may be adopted, viz., a distinct announcement from Her Majesty s govern¬ 
ment that fricmJlv relations would no longer be continued with a Sovereign who hud shown 
such faithlessness, and acted in a manner so contrary to the recognised laws existing 
among civilized nations, and that he would be held responsible tor the safety ot those lie 
so unjustifiably held in confinement. Until this announcement is made I am precluded 
from communicating in any way with the powerful Chiefs who ure entirely opposed to the 
King, and whose good offices might now be of iuestimablo value, I he King may be killed 
bv this time, or lie may hold on for months; whichever proves to be the ease would 
most earnestly plead that a decided course be at once proclaimed, so that all Abyssinia 
ra iv know Her Majesty’s Government had hitherto acted only with a desire ol maintaining 
friendlv relations with the Sovereign of Abyssinia, that the very great lorbearance winch 
had been shown arose from the supposition that the King’s actions were owing to a 
misunderstanding, not to an intentional insult; but now that it was clear that the latter 
was designedly offered, full retribution would l>c promptly executed. 

Dr. Blanc’s present letter, as well as all previous correspondence, will have shown 
that in Abyssinia the opinion has become very general that England is its interior iupowei, 
and cannot resent insult. I regret to sav that that opinion is not confined to Abyssinia; 
and though not so openly expressed, there is undoubtedly amongst the people m the 
neighbourhood here, a feeling of surprise at the long-continued endurance ol the British 
Government, a feeling which has been repeatedly expressed. 1 be only * eui ' • have ,s > that 
the decision of Her Majesty’s Government may be too late; that before it is announced, 
the King may be removed from the scene, and the effect be in a measure lost. It, is this 

that makes me so urgent. . . , A .. , e 

4. No letter has been received from Mr. Flad. The bearer ol the third copy ol your 
Lordship's letter to the King reached Debra 'labor safely on the 13th ot June, lie 
remained eleven days before he was dismissed, and then returned, in twenty-two days, to 
Massowuh without any answer. He delivered the despatch into the Kings own hand. 
The King took it, and saluted it by conveying it to his head; u few words were addressed 
to the messenger. He was then told to retire, with an order that he was to receive 
two dollars at once, and daily two sheep and five breads. Alter ten days he was dismissed, 
at the same time with several other messengers from 'J igre. No letter was delivered to 
him, and when he purposed asking the King about it, lie was prevented doing so by the. 
bystanders. This is the man’s own statement. It is evident the King lias no intention ol 
sending anv reply* or of acting in accordance w ith the demand contained in your Loidslup s 
letter. Such being the case, and there being the chance of the King succeeding m 
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maintainin'; himself in power till October (when the season for operations commences), I 
would also earnestly urge the advisability of immediate measures being adopted to prepare 
a force to Ik* despatched from India, for the pdiqrose of punishing him and releasing the 
captives. 

5. I have received a Government telegram via Egypt, from Bombay, desiring my 
Immediate presence there. I should have left accordingly by the steamer which will pass 
this about the 1st proximo, but I think it most desirable that 1 should take down with me 
M. Mttnzitiger’s report of his journey from Amphilla, which has not yet been furnished, as 
also that another fortnight's intelligence from Magdala may be received. I have therefore 
decided on sending up Her Majesty's ship “Dalhonsie” to Massowah first, and on her 
return proceed in her to Bombay, arriving there about the 1 -4th proximo. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Minute t. 

This very important letter from Colonel Merc wether arrived to-day, and I have had 
it ini mediately put into print, as 1 presume we must send copies at once to the India and 
War Offices, and Admiralty, as well as to I»rd Derby and the Queen. 

The King had duly received the final letter of the 16th April, in which he was told, 
*' Her Majesty requires, for the last time, by Her Secretary of State, that the prisoners 
should be made over to her, and she trusts that your Majesty will be sufficiently well 
advised to comply with her demand, rather than forfeit the friendship which, notwith¬ 
standing alt that nas happened, the Queen is still disposed to entertain for you.” 

He sent the messenger hack without an answer, and it is evident, therefore, that 
there is nothing left but immediate action. 

I also send a letter just received from the India Office, stating what measures arc in 
progress. 

Merewcthcr will arrive at Bombay to-morrow, and therefore will be on the spot to 
hear the decision of Her Majesty’s Government, which must, l suppose, be communicated 
to the Governor of Bombay without loss of time. 

Is anything to be said to the India and War Offices and Admiralty in sending the 
copies ? 

August 13, 1867. J- M 

This must be brought before the Cabinet. Circulate the papers at once. 


Done, August 13, 1867. 


Inclosure in No. 731. 

Dr. Blanc to Lieutenant-Colonel Mereirrlher. 

"My dear Colonel, Magdala, June 18, 1867. 

COMMUNICATIONS between this amlm and the King’s camp are still suspended; 
no servants will venture on the road; no reward will induce them to risk falling into the 
hands ot the numerous rebels who infest the road, or, should they be fortunate enough to 
escape that danger, to penetrate into the tiger’s den, where life is held so cheap. However, 
n priest who arrived here n few days ago, having accompanied Ras Addon in his flight, 
states that 650 Waclela men were executed on the day previous to the desertion of the 
Yadja people, A follower of the King accused them before His Majesty of intending to 
run away. The Wadehi Chiefs denied the charge ; the accuser brought nine witnesses. 
The ease heard, the Wadelu people were all conducted into an inclosure prepared before¬ 
hand ; logs of wood were tied round their necks; their arms and Kgs bound with leather 
thongs; helpless and innocent they fell easy victims to the executioner’s sworth One of 
the Chiefs, whilst awaiting his turn, shouted at the lop of his voice, so that the King, who 
was at no great distance, might hear himself the dying words of his former staunch 
follower: “Oh, King, you murder me in cold blood; is that the reward of my long and 
faithful services? I am going to die, but, before long, will meet you before a just judge, 
where 1 and my innocent companions will become your accusers. Believe a dying man; 
you will not survive us more than a Ijw days.” 

It appears that these words made a temporary impression on the superstitious and 
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cowardly mind of the despot. He has since then, it is rumoured, turned up a new leaf, 
is constantly in prayers, calls himself the “ slave of Christ,” and will probably build a 
church to obtain absolution from the priests, and wash off, if possible, from his conscience, 
the innocent blood in which he daily carouses. 

The wife and child of Zalalu fared even worse than the Wadela people. This poor 
woman and her child were wrapped up in wax clothes and burned like candles. Their 
cries were heard for many miles around, and increased, if possible, the hatred and desire of 
vengeance of the already exasperated peasantry. 

In the history of the world there is no parallel ease. It is true tyrants and despots have 
wantonly spilt human blood, gnat conquerors have overrun large tracts of country : out 
of 3,000,000 inhabitants he has destroyed more than u third by war, famine, and murder. 
Nero, Attila, Tamerlane, were lambs when compared to Theodoras. No man was ever so 
false, so treacherous—no man held friendly or family tics so cheap. His own son, Ras 
Meshisha, is in chains. Ras Taga. whom he left in charge of his camp during his late 
expedition, was chained ; a reward for his fidelity on the return of his ungrateful master. 
We are not therefore astonished when we daily hear of fresh desertions. Basha Koulitch, 
commanding, it is said, a thousand gunmen, deserted with the greater part if his men; 
Ras Engcddah, the favourite, has, it is reported, abandoned his master, and will raise the 
Agaiis; Lij Abitou, also a favourite, son of the Chief of Belissa, has followed the same 
example, and with his father has raised the standard of rebellion in tlmtulready disaffected 
province. The Agan and Damat troops have gone over to Godjara. It is difficult to make 
out the number of men that will remain near him; they cannot he many—of spearmen 
hardly any, of gunmen about 1,000; but how long will even these few remain it is 
impossible to say. We hear hut of murders, either in the King’s camp or in the rebel 
ranks ; blood is poured daily cm both sides in such excess that, with the impending famine 
and consequent epidemics, the fate of this unfortunate people is fearful indeed to 
contemplate. The want of unison amongst the rebels is as great as ever; the Godjam 
people were plundered ot even their clothes by the Bcgemedcr peasantry ; anil if Bashn 
Koulitch had not shown a brave front, he and his gunmen would have shared the same 
fate. Since some time it was expected that the Province of Dalioute would on the first 
opportunity throw of! its allegiance to the King: when Ras Adilon left, numbers of the 
Dalioute and Dalanta soldiers accompanied him ; as soon as they reached their respective 
provinces, thev called upon the peasantry to arm, defend their homes, and have nothing 
more to do with the murderer of their relatives. The appeal was responded toon all sides; 
the Chiefs formerly appointed by the King were seized, chained, and their property divided 
amongst the rebels. In Dahoute 1,0011 cows belonging to the King, 150 horses and mules, 
the property of soldiers of this mountain, as well as large flocks of sheep and stores of 
grain, have been confiscated by the rebels; they sent word to the Chiefs of thi< ambit 
informing them of what they had done, and bidding them defiance: ” Come and take your 
property, if you dare,” was the conclusion of their message. 

11-is said that the Dalioute people are destroying the passes up the Jeddah, and have 
called upon the Gallus Queen to protect them. Dalanta has also declared its independence. 
A message was also sent to this amha to inform the Chiefs of the decision. They were 
told. If you have money come and buy, we will not molest you. However, the duels here 
are not so confident; so they answered, Come and sell. They would be afraid even should 
the Dalanta people keep to their word that the soldiers would avail themselves of the 
opportunity to return no more. One of my servants was in Dahoute on the first rising of 
the peasantry ; he was seized and plundered of some sheep he was bringing, and of some 
money he had with him. They fortunately allowed him to return hither. Some of the 
King’s messengers were also seized at the same time, and sent back naked, minus mules, 
arms, &c. 1 also lost on the same occasion 10 dollars worth of honey that the former 

Chief had purchased for me and kept in the house until I should send mules. 

Concerning the Europeans at Debra Tabor we know very little. None of our servants 
have returned, uor do I believe ever will. The Chiefs of this mountain are quite at their 
wits’ end to know how to communicate with their master. They speak of sending it 
beggar, and of secreting a letter in his trousers. 1 do not think that they will succeed ; 
the peasants are up to all their tricks, and to avoid being imposed upon, murder every one, 
inan, woman, or child, who attempts to cross their country. It is said that some time ago 
the King called Makerer before him, and asked him why lie had attempted to run away 
after he had of his own free will applied to be admitted into his service? Makerer tried 
by soft answers to turn away the King’s wrath; he succeeded so far that the King, who 
had already cocked his pistol to shoot him, put it aside and told him to“ go away, uuothcr 
day I will kill you.” Should he carry his threat and wish into execution the fate of all the 
Europeans in this country would be sealed; he has done every kind of injury to the whit© 
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men except spilling their blood : but the day he throws away all restraint, and f mf ' c full 
licence to his passions, he knows then that he is done for—that blood calls for blood, and 
that he has not even pity to expect; he will, therefore, before seeking for safety in flight, 
murder every white man in his power. It is also said that Bardel is chained with the 
five he betrayed. The King saw him one day coming out of Had’s tent. He called hi n and 
said, “ You go to Flad to tell him my secrets, you sell me theirs, you want to make 
mischief—chain him.” 

From all accounts I do not believe that any of the Gaffat people are in chains, only 
prisoners. Mr. Rosenthal is very anxious about his wife. A tew days ago a plan struck 
him which might he used should anything sudden happen to the King It was to commu¬ 
nicate through the Bishop with the priest* of a church near Debra labor held in great 
sanctity by the natives. The priests were to be offered a good reward should they in time 
of danger be willing and able to carry off Mrs. R. to their sanctuary. I lie Bishop 
answered: “You must know very little of the customs of this country, and less of our 
friend in particular, if you believe that he will either run away or be killed before he has 
previously made a larger wilderness around him, and first murdered ull prisoners, white 
men included.” 

A few months ago, the King still had a few provinces left—small remains of his former 
conquests, still he had something; now he cannot even call himself Monarch of aM he 
surveys when he gazes on the surrounding plain from the summit of Debra labor. The 
camp and Magdala constitute his kingdom—ruffians and executioners his army. The 
small power he Mill retain* he owes to the terror of his name and to the cowardice, wcak- 
ness, anu jealousy of his enemies. What will lie now probably do ? I* he so far gone 
that we need not fear him? Would his full insure our deliverance?—are questions of such 
importance to us that you will no doubt excuse me lor troubling you a little with them. 
What he will do can only Ik* surmised \ccording to the general belief of the natives, 
friends and foes, only two courses are open to him:—one to strengthen his position at 
Debra Tabor, erect a strong palisade around hi* camp, and spend there the rainy season at 
least; lie has plenty ol food, more than for a-yenr; the peasants will at last act tired of 
being continually in arms, many will return to their villages, and the King taking 
advantage of any want of vigilance on their part, will pounce upon them, kill, burn, nnd 
plunder, lie has no fear of being uHacked. Abyssinian* do not like palisades, especially 
when a Theodoras is behind. 

Secondly. He can come here; but unless weaker than we believe, he will not give 
up his present position in the open fi.’ld, however bad it is. for the desperate one of 
shutting himself up. lie cannot biing lure the grain he bn* since several mouths accu¬ 
mulated at Debra Tabor. Here the supply on h ind will not last more than four or live 
mouth* lor the garrison alone, and Magdala, it must he remembered, is now in the centre 
of the rebel country, lie would also have to bury or destroy his gun*, to kill all the 
prisoners, and finally to fight his way tl rough the rebels and peasants in arms, who occupy 
aii his country between hi* camp and .Magdala. \* lar as lie is personally concerned, he 
would probably not see a rebel. His name alone is worth 10,000 men, hut they would 
attack bis army, already so reduced, on all sides. Many would run away, so that should 
lu* even reach Magdala, he would only have a few hundred men lelt. He is always in 
time to resort to such extremities; for the present he will most probably fortify himself, 
mil wait where he is. Some day, when he find* himself abandoned by all but the few 
outlaws and roll an* that will by necessity always remain with him, he will, with their 
help, murder prisoners and others, mount hi* horse, and quietly canter to this ambu. At 
any time can come here, unless the mountain i* invested by a strong force. The Abys¬ 
sinian* are such cowards that, mounted on a donkey, with not even a stick in his hand, he 
would frightenuwiiy the whole rebel host of Bcgcmedcr. Dahoute, anil Dulanla: the bravest 
could not stand the mere mention that Thcodorus is coming. But if he tail always come, 
even as a fugitive, will the Chiefs and soldiers of this mountain remain fuithful to him and 
keep their trust ? 1 have not the slightest hesitation in *aying. Yes—a-. far, at least, a* 

Hie Chiefs arc concerned, and they will take care to hu nl>ug the soldiers. They will some 
of them run uway (a lew have already done so), especially if food become* scarce; hut 
there will always remain enough to keep both amba and prisoner** in safe cu&lodv. AH 
the Chiefs—Has, Ritwaddads, Dejajuiatche, &c.. with the exception of Hailo, who is of 
good family (and lately, as I told you, suspected ol intriguing with the Dallas, false accusa¬ 
tion prompted bv jealousy/—are a low set of bragging fellows, formerly servants or 
peasants all nun ot the King's making, without any standing or stake in the country. 
\\ itli the King’s lull they lose all. even the empty title he h s conferred on them. They 
have no private meaus; all ate Well kn iwn a* the King’s worst creatures, and would stand 
but a poor chance at the hands ofeitke* rebels or peasants. 


All Abyssinia has abandoned the King, the whole land now curses and abhors him 
his best and oldest friends positively loathe his presence, and fly to distant provinces to 
save their lives. But at Magdala he is still the God they adore, the being they worship, 
by whom they live, with whom they will die. They still sj»eak of bright days to come, of 
fresh victories, of new laurels to be gathered. Only wait a little, said one of them the 
other day; the Lion will again come forth nnd crush his enemies. The King is not a fool; 
he well knew what he was about when he confided the guardianship of Ills treasure, his 
wives, his bishop, his great prisoners, to the .Magdala Chiefs; he may remain away for 
months, he may leave the garrison to starve or fight for m» re existence: still unless mighty 
events do not take place, he will always ho able before he becomes an outcast to visit a 
last time his faithful .Magdala, and mix with the blood of the murdered Gallas, that of oil 
the great men of Abyssinia, and that of his English guests of that nice he so intensely hates 
To the second query, therefore, one can boldly reply, We may hope for the best, but fear 
the worst. 

The most important question of all is, would his fall insure our deliverance? No! 
I.et u* admit for an instant that the King is dead; that this mounain has after all proved 
unfaithful or been compelled to surrender; that the King, though Mill alive, has run away 
to Konuru or the Shnnkalla country, in a word that the King is out of the way, a mere 
thing of the | ast: even then our position would be quite as critical,—more so, if possible, 
than it actually is. 

All Abvssinians arc had, nil cruel, all treacherous , all they require is the op ortunitv. 
Every one has in him the qualities of a Theodorus; give one power, he will us a rule soon 
show himself in his true colours. The first thing he will do will be to cut off the hands 
and feet of even hi* best friend if he believes that at any time he may prove “ dangerous.** 
They follow to a nicety in that respect the maxim t at “ prevention is better than cure.” 
It is natural that an Abyssinian prefers shortening his friend's extremities to undergoing 
that process hiniseK Every one seeks to Ik* the best man, and will often struggle haul to 
obtain the supremacy. Should the King he no more,every petty Chief will he in arms; 
hundreds of pretenders will be on all sides, and until one is strong enough to make 
himself respected and impose his will on others there will be no safety for life or property. 
Aby*sinta will be deluged with blood, and anarchy reign supreme over the whole land. 
Before A br»*inta again accepts a ruler it would necessarily take some time; during that 
period what would become of the Europeans in this country ? All those in Debra Tabor, 
if spared by the King, would he murdered by the peasantry ; their chance is poor indeed. 
If the mountain remained in the hands of the present Chiefs, the prospect of reward, not 
to call it ransom, might induce them to treat u*. well *, hut should the master disappear 
there is very little likelihood that the soldiers would sustain a siege, no doubt before long 
the am ha would pass into other hands. lat us admit the hi st and suppose that Mcnilck 
or Wakshutn are the conquerors; what assurance have we that they will allow us to leave 
the country, even that we would not he worse treated tlinn wc are now ? None at all ! 
Since many years Abyssintuns have been accustomed to sec Euroiieans bullied and in 
chains: nothing had catnc from it; on the contrary, presents (" tribute” ns it is here 
called) have repeatedly been sent from England. Why should not another man do the very 
thing that succeeded so well with the King ? 

The Bishop would interfere, would Ik* of great use? Alas! vain thought ! Where is 
his influence? Has he not also been a prisoner for some years; he is as helpless as 
ourselves? What have Menilek, Wakshum, Gobezi, or others done for him? Did they 
ever make the slightest effort in his favour? Is not now the time most propitious—the 
King weak, country all in rebellion? What do they do? They humbug him and nothing 
else. Trust not in bishops ! If a big man gets hold of us and he is not of the worst kind, 
he will perhap* treat us well; but under some excuse, friendship perhaps, keep near him 
the valuable strangers hi* predecessor prized so high. If we fall into the bends of the 
Gallas or of some small chieftain it is hard to siv what might happen ; or even what the 
soldiers of this atnha may do when once the fear of the King i- lost. Speculating on the 
future would only be ridiculous: only one thing appears pretty certain, that. King or no 
King, without help from home there is no getting out. What I fear the most is that some 
of those then who, without reasoning, jump at conclusions, will come forward and say: 
“The King is going down; before long he will he out of the way, and then the captives 
will get out.” Error!!! The King is alive and kicking, and there is no saying how I ng 
he may yet last; he is falling, but not fallen. We arc m the midst of an ignorant people, 
hundreds of miles from the nearest seaport: it would he folly to leave us to our own 
resources. It is certainly very gratifying for us to see the treacherous host who so 
unjustly keeps us iu chains falling; it would be more so to hear he is no more, and that 
whatever we may have to fear, we are no more in the power of the most bloodthirsty man 
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the world ever produced. But even should this fortunate event take place, let no one he 
deceived—we would lie as far as ever from deliverance and liberty. Then, as well as now, 
nothin*; but an army can release the captives. A few thousand men would do it. 
Europeans have lost caste in this country, and unless convinced by evidence the prestige 
of the white man is gone for ever. An interesting campaign ! A fine country annexed to 
the British Crown ! Innocent men released from their fetters! Are these not enough to 
stimulate to action ? Why wait ? Why have waited so long? 

I hope you will lx? able to read my letter; the ink is most abominable, 1 regret to say 
of my own making—not very creditable, as you see, to my scientific attainments. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) H. BLANC, M.I). 


No. 732. 

Mr. Brampton to Mr. Murray.—(Received August 13.) 

Sir, 12, Cecil Orore t Southsea, August 12, 1867. 

I BEG leave very respectfully to state (hut I w as one of the engine-fitters sent by the 
Foreign Offic* authorities to Abyssinia in November last. As there is pay due to me, I 
solicit you to forward me an order for me to receive the same at Portsmouth. 1 beg further 
to mention that I have suffered much loss of time owing to ill-health caused by the 
climate; therefore I am induced most humbly to intreat you to be pleased to grant me 
some compensation. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN BRAMPTON. 


Minutes. 

There is n small balance due ; what is it ? 

J. MURRAY. 


Colonel Mcrewether has paid up to May 31; hut the artizans did not reach England 
until the IOth of June. There is therefore due to John Brampton ten days’ salary at the 
rate of 300/. u-year, or 8/. 4.*. lOd. 

We are waiting for a full report from Colonel Mcrewether, but there seems no doubt 
that this small sum is due. 

Mr. Talbot bus been given an extra quarter's salary. 

Foreign Office, Avgust 17, 1M>7. H. C. E. 


Chief Clerk to pay the h/. 4s. 10</., and inform. 


[See Nos. 751 and 835.] 


J. M. 


No. 733. 

Lord Clinton to Mt. Hammond. — {Received August 13.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office , August 13, 1867. 

WITH reference to the correspondence which has taken place between this Office 
and the Foreign Office, on the subject of the release ol the Abyssinian captives, 1 am 
directed to acquaint you, for the information of Lord Stanley, that Sir Stafford Xoithcote 
has been in communication with the Governments of India and Bombay, both bv letter 
and by telegraph, and that he has instructed the latter Government to proceed without 
deliy to take certain preliminary steps in anticipation of the possibility of its becoming 
ue-jessun to scud an armed expedition into the territory of King Theodorus. 

Sir Stafford Northcotc Ims instructed Mr. Seymour Fitzgerald to despatch certain 
scl».*cted officers connected with the Commissariat ami other Public Departments to the coast 
of the Red Sea, in order to make, in communication with Colonel Merewcther, the Political 
Resident at Aden, inquiries into the features und resources of the country to be visited, 
and if necessary to make preparations with t view to the disembarkation and accommoda¬ 
tion of any military force thut may be sent into King Theodore's dominions. He has also 
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instructed the Governor of Bombay to proceed to the collection of transport cattle, bea- : ng 
in mind that it is desirable that his preparations should be of such a character as to be 
available for the season ot 1863-69, in the event ol its being found impossible to conduct 
the desired operations to a conclusion in the season of 1867-68. 

These instructions have been acknowledged; and I am directed bv Sir Stafford 
Northcotc to transmit to you copies of telegrams which he has received from Mr. Fitzgerald, 
stating that he has sent for Colonel Merewcther, in order that he may confer with him; 
that some officers are about to proceed to Massowah for the purpose of collecting informa¬ 
tion. and that other officers are to be despatched to Bnssorah, Bushire, and Mocha, in 
order to collect transport animals. Mr. Fitzgerald suggests that it would be desirable that 
some communication should be made to the Turkish and Egyptian Governments, request¬ 
ing thut their officers may l>e instructed to facilitate the proceedings of the British 
functionaries despatched for the collection of camels and mules, and generally in nnv 
preparations which it may be desirable to make for the cxjieeted expedition. Sir Stafford 
North cote, therefore, desires that you will communicate to Lord Stanley an expression of 
his wish that his Lordship will take the neceesury steps for this purpose; and it might 
also be desirable that measures should be taken to facilitate the collection of carriage 
cattle in Egypt itself. 

With reference to the inquiry made by the Government of India as to the advances of 
money which may be required from the Indian Treasury, Sir Stafford Northcotc requests 
that Lord Stanley will inform him ns to the answer that should be sent to this message. 
As it is understood that the whole expense of the expedition shall be borne by the Imperial 
Exchequer, Sir Stafford Northcotc presumes that it will be desirable that no steps 
involving expenditure should be undertaken without the consent of the Lord* of the 
Treasury. 

Sir Stafford Northcotc would also be glad to know whether he may authorize the 
Governor of Bombay to purchase the steam-transports to which he refers. 

With reference to the question of stores, which, it is stated, are required for purposes 
of tlu- expedition, they could, if the arrangement be considered desirable, be provided by 
the Store Department ol this Office; and, in such case, Sir Stafford Northcotc will cause 
an estimate of the probable expense to be prepared. 

I am to state that a copy of this letter will he sent to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury. 

1 am, &C. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 


Inclosure in No. 733. 

Telegrams which hare passed between the Secretary of State for India and the Governor 

of Ilombuy. 


1. The Secretary of State for India to the Governor of Bombay. 

SUPPOSE an expedition to Abyssinia were determined on, how soon could such a 
force a* named in my private letter of May 10 be ready to start from Bombay, fully 
equipped and provisioned ? 11 

What assistance from home would you require ? 


2. The Governor of Bombay to the Secretary of State for India.—(Received July 14.) 

Have called for confidential report from Military Department, so as not to attract 
attention. \\ ill send it when . . .As commissariat will take longest, Commis¬ 

sary-General sa\s four months; this may be taken as probable time. Carriage principal 
difficulty. Shall only want blankets from home. If decided on, early orders. 


3. The Governor of Bombay to the Secretary of State for India.—(Received July 19.) 

t •„ u . J 18 , 1867 . 

Longer time will be required, from difficulty to get mules enough. Perhaps 500 here, 

2,000 or 3,000 elsewhere. Cannot say till we try. Many thousand more necessary. 
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Camel* must perform other carriage. Some here, rest from Arabia by (?) Persian Guif. 
Purchase must be commenced at once when expedition decided. Other arrangements 
three months. Force larger than Merewether asked. Reduction would make great 
difference. 


4. The Secretary of State for India to the Governor of Bombay. 

July 25, 1867. 

I^et all necessary steps be taken at once to obtain information with a view to an 
expedition to Abyssinia in case one is decided on. Send such officers as Sir Robert Napier 
thinks necessary to make inquiries on the spot, and to communicate with Colonel Mere¬ 
wether. Ask Sir Robert Napier to send me his advice as to the amount of force, plan of 
operations, and other particulars. 


5. On the same day (July 25) a copy of the above was sent to the \ iceroy. 

Answers were received on July 29 from the Governor of Bombay and the Viceroy, as 
follows:— 

6. 77 if Governor of Bombay to the Secretary of State for India.—(Received July 29.) 

I had asked Sir Robert for such a memorandum as you wish and sent it last mail. I 
sent for Merewether some days ago, and will send officers when we have seen him; cannot, 
however, till next mail, as Government 1ms no steamer available. 

7. The Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India.—(Received July 29.) 

Your telegram of 25th regarding Abyssinia received. Necessary communication 
made to Governor of Bombay and Sir Robert Napier. 


8. The Secretary of State for India to Lieutenant-Colonel Mercirether. 

July 25. 1867. 

You will receive instructions from Sir Robert Napier to make inquiries with a view to 
possible operations. 

9. The Secretary of Stute for India to the Governor of Bombay. 

July 27, 1867. 

How late may operations in Abyssinia be commenced with a hope of concluding them 
this season ? 

Can you be ready with a sufficient force by that time ? 

When must you begin to collect transport animaU? 

Can you provide adequate despatch-boats to be placed at Colonel Merewether’s 
disposal ! 


10. The Governor of Bombay to the Secretary of State for India.—(Received July 30) 

Operations should commence by January to finish in one season, and I can have force 
ready in time if only 1 can obtain animals, winch depend on being collected immediately. 
I shall want waggons from home and some stores. Obtain transports . . easy. If 

decision long delayed . . . wc must use new transport ships. Earlier commence¬ 

ment would have been better. 


11 The Secretary cf State for India to the Governor of Bombay. 

July 31, 1867 

Prepare to collect transport animals. 1 will write by mail. Answer ii you can get 
despatch-boats. 

I f 


665 


12. The Secretary of State for India to the Governor of Bombay. 

August I, 1867. 

Prepare to collect transport animals. Make know n to us your requisitions on England 
without delay. 

Inform Government of India. 



13. The Secretary of State for India to the Governor of Bombay. 

August 6, 1867. 

Does Sir Robert Napier propose Massowah as place of landing f NVIiat force does he 
propose to send ? 


14. The Governor of Bombay to the Secretary of State for India.—(Received August 7.) 

August 5, 1867. 

This was unintelligible, and on August 8 the Governor of Bombay was asked to riqicat 
it. He did so on August 11, and his message was received August 12. It is as 
follows. 


15. The Governor of Bombay to the Secretary of State for India.—(Received August 12.) 

Message of August 8 received. Merewether has a vessel, hut large, and wanted for 
transport. I purpose organising a despatch service, and will send a smaller in its place 
when it is ready. There arc two capital steamers for sale, well suited for transports', for 
about two lacs each. Would cost more than one lac each to charter for six months. It 
would be economical to buy. 1 have three condemned vessels for sale, worth nearly 
enough to buy one. Requisition for stores to-morrow. 


16. The Governor of Bombay to the Secretary of State for India.—(Received August 11.) 

August 9, 1867. 

Merewether lias not arrived, and therefore opinion may change; hut Commander-in- 
chief at present prefers Massowah, and proposes force of 12,000 men, 4 field batteries, 
1 squadron European Cavalry, 4 regiments Native Cavalry, 3 regiments European, 
8 regiments Native Infantry, 2 companies Sappers and Miners, Mountain Train, and 
Punjab Pioneers. I feel sure this may be reduced. Rations alone for thirty days for this 
force with followers require 10,000 mules, or 5,000 , with large number of camels. 

Officers start immediately to Massowah for information, and to Bussorah, Rushire, and 
Mocha for transport animals. Have you chosen Merewether for Commander-in-chief? 
Most important to know this. Requisitions—4,000 of each of the following: serge 

, flannel shirts, neck , Guernsey shirts, stockings, nightcaps, gloves ; 500 great 
coats; blankets, l>oot*, spare hoot-laces, 12,000 each; salt beef, 70,000 lbs.• pork, 
35,000 lbs.; pressed (?) potatos and compressed vegetables, 30,000 lbs.; desiccated milk, 
50 dozen bottles; essence of beef, 100 dozen half pound bottles; compressed buy, 
500 tons; waterproof sheets for 30,000 men. And following: 2 Perkins’ portable steam 
and portable cooking.range; 2,000 waterproof covers, instead of Tarragona; 1,000 bell 
tents; 50 hospital tents. Density [?] subject to reduction in proportion as force reduced. 


17. The Governor of Bombay to the Secretary of State for India.—(Received August 7.) 

Sultan and Pasha should instruct all functionaries at Turkish and Egyptian ports to 
facilitate active purchase of animals. 


18. The Governor-General to the Secretary of Slate for India.—(Received August 11.) 

Please state if any and what instalment of money should lie advanced by this 
Government to meet expenditure for expedition into Abyssinia Aden will probably be 
the place where money will be required. Crowns and dollars are understood to be current 
[73J 8 G 
















in Abyssinia. We have no crowns, and dollars are scarce, though they might be got from 
Sind. Rupees would pass in Abyssinia at a discount. 


No. 734. 

Mr. Parker Snow to Lord Stanley.—(Received A input 4.) 

My Lord, 11, Grove Place, Prompt on Hoad. August 1.3, 1867. 

THERE is a passage in my letter of yesterday* to your lordship which I fear may be 
misconstrued by thoughtless readers. 

It is where I sj>eak of myself as a traveller. Hut, niv Lord, you will, I trust, imme¬ 
diately perceive by the context, and by inverted commas, that I so represent myself 
merely us it in the words of another or of those who sent me as a messenger, representative, 
or aught else of the Government, and not from any egotistical feeling. 

Still, to show your Lordship that I hut speak truth, I quote from the public Press and 
reviews some few remarks concerning me:— 

“A mastery over language, the evidences of an active imagination, and considerable 
powers of observation, conspire to produce the impression that this journal is the produc¬ 
tion of an educated man, who has travelled much, and made, in every respect, the most of 
his time."—“ Eclectic Review/' 

“ Mr Snow is a gallant spirit. If is whole letter breathes pride in his country ami his 
service, while there in room enough in his heart to admit full appreciation of the claims of 
others.”—“ Washington (U.S.) Journal." 

“In the discharge of the duties intrusted to him he manifested a degree of heroism 
and endurance which entitle him to take high rank among our renowned Arctic voyagers." 
—“ Athenaeum." 

u In fact, wherever dangers thickened and perils were most lile, there was he in the 
van of them." 

“ He writes like a lover of the sea and of England, a sharp observer of nature and 
of men, with a brave, warn), sympathetic heart, out of the lulness of which he 
writes." 

“ A heartier, more genuine, nobler hook than this we have not seen for a long time. 

It is in every way wonderfully well worth reading.His whole mind seems to 

he full ol the gallant and tender spirit which actuated so many of the |»erson8 engaged in 
that splendid enterpri/e; and he writes with so natural and so In-coming a mixture of 
simple manly piety and intense sailor-like enthusiasm lor the sea and all that belongs to it, 
that, in reading his story, we are sometimes tempted to think that Captain Marry at and 
Mr. Kingsley had laid their head* together in order lo produce a sort of missionary Peter 
Simple.”—“ Saturday Review." 

“His piety is of a manly, cheerful east. There is in him, as in all true sailors, a 
womanly tend cm ess, that is, to a landsman, paradoxical in men of bronzed cheeks, tarry 
hands, and sleepless nights. With him it his wife, and all honour to the woman that 
dared the vexed Horn ou a mission of love."—“Christian Spectator.” 

But, my Lord, 1 must not add more proof, if such be needed, from public criticisms, 
amounting to a number that (ills two large volumes, und from names of noblemen and 
others high in moral worth and intellectual or scientific fame, for such would, indeed, 
apjicar to lie, on my part, w hat. I am trying to guard against. I simply put such forward 
to show that if selected as a hostag.% the Abyssinian Monarch will have one who has been 
respected uud esteemed in his own native lund, and has done all he professes to have 
done. 

If I am sent, according to my proposal, it will be wise to let this King Theodore 
know of the hostage coining to his hand* ull the best and highest said of him by his own 
people. 

The Emperor seems to be defying England, and so do other nations while seeing 
how backward or how long we are in redressing wrong. It i» too true, my Lord, that I 
have often heard us spoken of with contempt. I need not repeat the lauguuge used. 
Enough that, us the son, grandson, uhd descendant of men who n-ve fought, bled, and 
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died gloriously in the naval battles of their country, I have always felt hurt us well as 
indignant at the time 

Thus, uiv Lord, in offering myself, I do so as a child of ray beloved native land, even 
more so than from a desire to save the captives. This remark may seem strange, hut it 
will not lessen my labour in the cause of humanity. My life, and my wife's, art* as dear 
to me as other men’s are to them ; but, surely, it is time for England to show that she can 
come out of this lamentable affair by illustrations of some kind or other tending to 1 
credit and the honour of her name. I may not be the right one to aid in.this, but, my 
Lord, 1 have offered my-elf. and it is for you to decide. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) W. PARKER SNOW. 


No. 735. 

Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 14.) 

My Lord, Bekesbourne , August 13, 1867. 

THE statement made in the “Times" newspaper on the 10th instant, by a com* 
spondent “ II. 1„," to the effect that, in 1817, our Government forwarded to the King of 
Shoa, a box containing 500 sovereigns, as a present, which he returned because the gold 
was not sufficiently pure,* induces me to submit for your Lord*hip's consideration, the 
following observations on the subject of the currency of Abyssinia with reference to the 
contemplated expedition to that country. 

In the first place, I would beg leave to remark that unless the ullegcd occurrence be 
altogether apocryphal, the sending of gold coin, or indeed gold in any form to Abyssinia, 
would appear to Me ill-advised, seeing that this precious metal is an article of export from 
that country; and that, though u*eii in former times ns a circulating medium, it is now 
quite driven out of course through the poverty of the country ; the only currency of the 
present day being blocks of salt from the salt plains of Ilarko, and silver Austrian species 
dollars of the year 1780, introduced since that year to replace the native gold with¬ 
drawn. 

On the subject of these dollars, I perceive Sir William M Coghlan makes the follow¬ 
ing remarks in his valuable communication to your Lordship of 20tli March last, printed 
in the Abyssinian Blue Hook. 

At page 125 he says “Austrian Marin Theresa dollars of a.i>. 1708 (misprinted for 
1780) are at present the only coin current in Abyssinia, and bricks of salt brought from 
the district of Tultals, the only small change. Rupees, though refused at first, were 
eventually received both in Afghanistan and Persia : but those countries already poseased 
a silver currency of their own, and were therefore better acquainted with the value of our 
coin. As a similar result may not follow in Abyssinia, the attention of the Paymaster, in 
conjunction with the Political Officer, should be specially directed to this important 
subject." 

And again, Sir William Coghlan says in page 126 “The officer of the Paymaster's 
Department would be directed to confer with the merchants and other trailers at Massowuh 
regarding the money current in the interior, the best means of obtaining supplies of the 
requisite kind or kinds, and how far local resources will l>c available for the sundry require¬ 
ments of the expedition." 

On these remarks dictated by sound judgment, I would take the liberty of suggesting 
that the introduction of rupees or any coin other than the well-known Austrian dollars, 
would be attended with very great loss, and might lead to serious inconvenience und even 
injury to the expedition. 

As regards the loss, I speak from my own experience of what took place with 
Major Harris’s mission to Shoa in 1841. li I mistake not, rupees alone were taken, at all 
events, the soldiers of tiie escort received their pay in that coin ; and as a native Abyssinian 
will not even receive a Maria Theresa dollar unless it has all the distinguishing marks 
which give it currency, it may be well understood that no countryman bringing his goods 
for sale to the weekly markets, would accept a rupee in payment at any price. The 
soldiers had therefore no alternative hut to change their rupees with the Mahometan 
traders of Alin Amba, some of whom having been to Aden, know full well the intrinsic 
value of the coin. 

'I lie exchange operation stood thus: the dollar being in Shoa worth (more or less) 
twenty pieces of salt, called •* a moles,’’ if the former Ik* estimated at 50 d, sterling, which is 
about its value, the latter would be worth 2^r/. each. Now, assuming for the sake of 

• Sec Inclosure 2 in No. 226 a, Part I. 
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round number*, that the rupee is worth 22 \d. fterlinz, this coin ouzht to have purchased 
nine “ amolcs ” of 2W each ; instead of which the four soldiers obtained only hve 
•*amok*s,” which as against dollars made the rupee to fetch only \2\d sterling, causing 
the men a loss of lOrf. on each rupee. 

On extensive operations the “agio” might not be so large, but there can be no 
doubt that a considerable loss would be incurred if rupees were used in^teaf. of the proper 
circulating medium, Austrian Maria Theresa species dollars of the year 0*0. _ 

Hut. even as regard* this latter money, it is necessary to exercise great care in the 
selection of the coined pieces, otherwise they will be refused. A “ male dollar, as those 
arc called which are wanting in any of the distinguishing signs, namely, a diadem of pearls, 
a pearl brooch on the shoulder, and the mint mark “ S I 4 ., is subject to an u^m o 
5 per cent , nineteen “ amoI& ” being given instead of twenty, if indeed it is not absolutely 

Tn saying this I am not merely speaking of my experience in Shoa a quarter of a 
century ago, hut of that in Tigr<* only last year. Knowing what was required, I was 
particulai Iv careful in obtaining dollars of the orthodox stamp, and I believe that 1 did not 
take with me a single one not posse sing the essentials. Hut even tins was not sufficient. 
On some of my dollars the distinguishing marks were not quite clear and distinct, and I 
often had to offer every piece I happened to have in my purse before one was found to 
satisfy the fastidious tuste of the person from whom 1 was purchasing the necessaries ot 
life, such as sheep, grain, fowls, egg*, milk &c.; on more than one occasion the commo- 
ditits were taken away liecause I had no dollars at hand that pleased ; and it e\en went so 
far that after the selection had been made, the seller had departed with his money, and the 
articles purchased had been wholly or in part consumed, he would return later in the 
d .y or on the following morning, to ask me to exchange the dollar for a better looking 

° nL ’ As to obtaining supplies of the requisite kind of money through the merchants and 
trade!s at Maasowah, I am afraid that little could he depended on in that quarter; and 
that further, it would be futile if not dangerous to trust to local resources for the consider¬ 
able sums of suitable money requisite for the efficient conduct of the commissariat ot a 

large invading force. . 4 . , , 

Whilst expressing the hope that the present communication may not he regarded 
as uncalled for, I would heg permission to avail myself of the opportunity to say a few 
word, in .-xplnnation of wliat i* said in the letter which I had the honour to address to 
your Lordship on the 10th instant, with reference to the road from Bure and Senate from 
the north end of the great salt plain which supplies Abyssinia with it3 present currency. 
In there saving that a military force stationed at Senate, would have the command of the 
n .ss and the control of the supply, the exclusive control was not intended. 1 here arc 
doubtless othe« passes further to the south. Still, were once a British force encamped at 
the edge of the table land, anywhere in the vicinity of the suit-plain, the whole ot the 
passe* in that direction might easily be occupied, and the supply of this valuable and 
essential c miniodiiy, effectually brought under control. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CH A TILLS BLKL. 


Minute. 

Send Helve's last letter about coins to India Office. 


J. M 


No. 736. 

Major-General Sir E. Lugard to Mr. Hammond.—(Received August 15.) 

gj r War Office, Pall Mall , August 15, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit herewith a copy of a 
“ Pamphlet on Routes in Abyssinia.”* which has been prepared in the Topographical branch 

of this Office, under the direction* of the Secretary of State. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD LUGARD. 


Laid before Parliament, November 27, in pursua ce of .Wdrrti of November 26. 1867. 
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No. 737 

Mr. Dufton to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 15.) 

My Lord, Fine Cottage, Streatham , August 14, 1867. 

ABOUT a month since 1 took the liberty, through Messrs. Beecroft and Baines, the 
Members for Leeds, of offering my services to the Government, with the object ol being 
placed upon the expedition which it is proposed to send to Abyssinia for the liberation of 
the prisoners there detained by King Theodore. The grounds on which l thought my 
services might be acceptable were the following :— 

1st. I am the last Englishman wu visited Abyssinia previous to our«oun try men’s 
captivity. 1 entered that country oi November 24, 1862. by way of Mateinma, and in 
company with M. Lejean, the Fie ’ch Consul, but not in his service. From Mutemma 1 
proceeded to Wechni, Tchalga, Genua, and Debra Tabor, at winch latter place (the King’s 
capital) 1 stayed nearly four months. I also visited the King's camp nt Wofferghif, on the 
borders ot the Blue Nile, and made several excursions around Debra Tabor, among others 
to the summit of Mount Gunna, twenty miles on the road to Magdala, I left Debra 
Tabor in April 1861, proceeding thence through the centre of the count) v to Axum and 
Adowa. ami so on to Halai, and along the Hay of Zulla, to Massowah, arriving at the latter 
port in June the same year (1863). I left Abyssinia just four months pievious to our 
Consul’s imprisonment, which, had l stayed so much longer, 1 should certainly have 
shared. 

2nd. I should be the only Englishman on the expedition who would be able to identify 
King Theodore in the event of his being taken prisoner. This, at first sight, might appear 
a small matter, as it may be argued that the usual concomitants of royalty would 
sufficiently distinguish him ; but such would not he the case. In the first place, should 
the King give u» battle, according to the custom of the country four of his generals would 
be clothed in the royal habiliments, as a blind to the enemy, who would thus see apparently 
five kings, instead of one. Should, on the other hand, the King put his prisoners to death 
and seek safety by flight to the wilds of his native Kuara, he will certainly east the royal 
robes, which would only serve to betray him, and adopt the more simple dress of a 
peasant Moreover, it is well known that on ordinary occasions, the Kings dress is not a 
wliit different from that of his lowliest subjects. The consequent is. that hi* features 
would he the only means ot identification, and though there would he no doubt many 
Abyssinian* in our army who would Ik* able to prove his identity, it might he desirable to 
have it confirmed bv an Englishman on the spot. Now. 1 having during my late visit Imd 
several interviews with llis Majesty (on one of which occasions he offered to make me liis 
English secretary), his lineaments are sufficiently impressed on my memory as to enable 
me to say without hesitation, “That’s the man.” 

3rd. By five years’ travel in the East (Egypt, Nubia, the Soudan, Abyssinia. Arabia, 
and Syria,) I have acquhed an adequate knowledge ol Arabic, the lang* age of those 
countries and much spoken m Abyssinia; a little of Atnharic. the language of Theodoras’ 
territory ; and a general amount of travelling experience and topographical knowledge, 
which, 1 think, might lie of service to the expedition. The above c ountries, and especially 
Abyssinia, have lieen my study fo* the last ten years 

4th. I know personally Mr. Rassam, Dr. Blanc, f'aptain Cameron, Mr. Kerans, 
Messrs. Flad, Waldemaier, Bender Saalsmuller, Steiger, B andeis, Kssler, Schiller, 
Scbimper, Hourgand, Moritz, Zander, and their families, neatly nil ol whom, together 
with their Lieutenant Prdeaux, Messrs. Stern. Rosenthal, VIcKclvie, mid Pietro, are at 
present prisoner*. Many of these are my intimate friends, from whom 1 have received 
uiueh personal kindnes-, and who. for that reason have a right t expect, not only my 
heartfelt sympathy, but every exertion on my part (however ineffectual from the pe uliarity 
of the circumstances that may he) towards obtaining their liberation. In order to prove 
that I have not neglected my du y in this respect, I may say that I was one the first to 
offer my services to the late Government to Ik* the bearer of despatches to King Theodore, 
hut having nothing to recommend me further than n.y having just returned from 
Abyssinia, and having been well received by llis Majesty ; my offer was declined. I trust 
also that the effort 1 am at present making, whether successful or not, may he lookei 
upon u> contnbutive to the same end. 

oth Hindiy, l may state that should you Lordship he o. opinion that rnv knowledge 
and services would be any aid, either to Colonel Mereweiher at the present moment, or in 
the expedition, should it be sent, I shall be perfectly ready to proceed at a few days’ 
notice to Massowah, or wherever it mirht Ik* thought 1 should l»e of servic •. For 
testimonials of my trustworthiness 1 think 1 mav safely refer to Messrs. Beecroft and 
[73] * 8 H 





Baines, Members for Leeds, and to Colonel Stanton, at Alexandria (T having been several 
years with Messrs. Pyesmith and Company of that town, a firm well known to Colonel 
Stanton). 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) HENRY DUFTON. 

P.S.—I shall be most happy, should it please your Lordship, to communicate, either 
by means of a personal interview, or by writing, my views on the present aspect of the 
Abyssinian question, and on the most practicable route for an expedition to reach the 
territory of King Theodore. 

H. D. 


No. 738. 

Captain Humes to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 16.) 

My Lord, 26, Cadogan Place. August 15, 1867. 

I HAD the honour to wait on your Lordship on the 22nd ultimo with a letter from 
Lord Hylton, on which occasion 1 had an interview with your Lordship’s secretary, to whom 
1 stated my earnest desire to be employed in any measures which might be taken by the 
British Government in the Abyssinian question. 

In reference to more recent events, hut not to bike up vour Lordship’s valuable time, 
allow me, I beg, briefly to state that I am ready at immediate notice to go. if my offer 
should Ik* accepted, as the bearer of despatches to Colonel Merewether, to accompany him 
or to be placed at his disposal (should he be sent into Abyssinia; as contingencies must 
arise on a difficult journey when the aid of a brother officer could not fail to be advanta¬ 
geous to him and my experience in travelling, (particularly in the East) is shewn by the 
various military testimonials already submitted to your Lordship, which I could add to if 
required, tny last efforts having been through the introduction of the Danish War Minister 
with the Danish army in their final action at Alsrn on the 29th July, 1864. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) W. R. BARNES, Captain 2nd Royal Surrey Militia, 

Late Major Turkish Contingent, and Aide-de-Camp 
to Major'Genera l Vivian , K.C.H. 

Minute. 

Usual answer. 


No. 739. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Snow. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 16, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowlcdce the receipt of your letter of the 12th 
or 13th instant,* and to thank you; hut to decline your renewed otfer to proceed 
Abyssinia. 

* 1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 740. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 17, 1867. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, I am directed hv Lord Stanley to 
transmit to you. for the information of Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India in Council, 
two letters which his Lordship has received from Dr. Beke,f containing suggestions as to 
the manner in which an expedition for the purpose of releasing the prisoners in Abyssinia 

f No*. 729 »nd 739. 


• No. 728. 
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should be conducted, and as to the Coinage with which such an expedition should be 
provided. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 

P.S. I am to request that these papers, which are forwarded in original, may be 
returned to this Office when done with. 


No. 741. 

Mr. Murray to Lord Clinton. 

Sir, Foreign Office , August 18, 1867. 

I HAVE laid before Lord Stanley your letter of the 13th instant,* stating the steps 
which have been taken in anticipation of the necessity of sending an expedition to Abyssinia 
for the purpose of effecting the release of the captives detained by Kiug Theodore ; and 1 
am to inform you in reply that, as Her Majesty's Government have decided on immediately 
prosecuting this matter, and on leaving all arrangements therewith connected to he carried 
out by Her Majesty’s Indian authorities. Lord Stanley has requester! the Lords of the 
Treasury to place themselves in communication with the Secretary of State for India in 
regard to the question of expenditure. 

It now only remains for Lord Stanley to make the necessary communication to the 
Egyptian Government with reference to facilities which it may Ik* hoped that Government 
wili readily afford to Her Majesty’s officers who have already been sent to Massowah, and 
to the troops who will have to land on the Egyptian const before entering Abyssinia; and 
his iKirdsliip will give instructions accordingly to Her Majesty’s Agent und Consul-General 
in Egypt. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 742. 

Mr. Murray to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office , August 18, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to inform you that he has learnt from the Secretary of 
State for India that a copy has been sent to the Treasury of a letter addressed by the 
India Office to this Department on the 13th instant, respecting the stejm to be taken for 
effecting the release of the captives detained in Abyssinia by King Theodore; and, as it 
has been decided by Her Majesty's Ministers that all arrangements connected with this 
matter shall Ik* carried out by Her Majesty’s Indian authorities, 1 am to request that you 
will move the Lords of the Treasury to communicate with the India Office in regard to the 
question of expenditure. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 743. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Murray.—(Received August 19.) 

Sir, Aden. July 27. 1867. 

IN continuation of my despatch to Lord Stanley, No. 401, dated the 20th instant,t 
I have the honour to forward herewith the bill of lading of the cast; forwarded viA 
Southampton, wriiich contain the presents from Menelek, King of Shea. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Minute. 

Ask the Peninsular and Oriental Company to be so good as to send the box here. 
August 24, 1867. 


• No. 733. 
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SHIPPED in good order and well-conditioned by Colonel AV. L. Merewether, C.B., in 
the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company's steam-chip “ Candia,” whereof 
is commander for this present voyage*, AV. AVoolcott, and now riding at anchor in 
, one box, contain unknown, being marked and numbered as in the 
margin,* and to Ik* delivered in the like good order and well-conditioned at the port of 
Southampton addressed unto the Right Honourable lx>rd Stanley, Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, London, or to his assigns, freight 
for the said good* being j»id in Aden by the shippers, as per margin, ship lost or 
not lost. In witness whereof, the commander of the ship hath affirmed to one bill of 
lading. 

Dated in Aden, July 24, 18(17. 


No. 744. 

Lord Clinton to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.—(Received August 19.) 
(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office t August 17, 1867. 

I AM directed by Sir Stafford Northeote to transmit to you, for the information of 
Lord Stanley, a copy of a letter which the Secretary of State for India has addressed to 
the Governor of Bombay on the subject ol the proposed measures for the release of the 
Abyssinian captives; and 1 am to observe that Sir Stafford Northeote, in proposing to 
place the whole conduct of the ofierations in the hands of Sir Robert Napier, has had no 
intention to offer any slight to Lieutenaut-Colonel Merewether, of the value of whose 
services as Political Agent, he is very sensible. But it appeared to him that great 
advantage would result from placing the conduct of the |H)litieal negot ations in the hands 
of the chief military authority. Lieutenant-Colouel Merewether’s rank is not sufficient to 
entitle him to take the supreme i unwind of such a force as it is in contemplation to 
despatch for the release of the prisoners. It is proposed, therefore, to place the entire 
expedition under the charge of an officer of such high rank, an to set at rent all questions 
of authority, and of such eminent services as cannot fail to be universally recognized. 

Sir Stafford Northeote trusts that the Commander-in chief of the expedition will have 
the advantage of Lieutenant-Colonel Merewethers services in such capacity as may be 
found most advantageous. 

f am, &c. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 


Inclohure in No. 744. 

Sir S. Sorthcote to the Governor of Bombay in Council. 

Sir, India Offite , London , August 16, 1867. 

YOUR Excellency has already been made acquainted by the various telegraphic 
messages which I have addressed to you, and by my confidential letter of the 31st of July, 
with the views of Her Majesty’s Government relative to the measures to be taken in order 
to support the demund which Her Majesty has been advised to made ujK>n King Theodorus 
of Abyssinia. 

Her Majesty has been unwilling to have recourse to measures of force, until every 
peaceable means of obtaining the release of the British subjects whom the King so 
unjustifiably detains had been exhausted; and as the King’s professions have never ceased 
to he amicable, although he has failed to give effect to them. Her Majesty has till recently 
contented herself with making friendly representations, wInch she had hoped would be 
attended to. 

It having now, however, become manifest that the King will not release the captives 
until lie is compelled to do so, Her Majesty has resolved on making a final and more 
peremptory demand upon him, and on supporting that demand by adequate military opera¬ 
tions 

I 
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Her Maicstv’s Government are of opinion that the contemplated expedition should 

be or^nized in India ami that Bombay should be selected as the base of the operations 
It is their desire that it should be placed under the command ot Lieutenant-General Sir 
Robert Napier K C B., the Commander-in-chief of the Bombay army, with Brigadiwr- 
r n ml Sii Charles Stavdey, K.C.B . as second in command, who will accordingly receive 

HU Royal High** the Field Marshal Commandlng-in- 

txsrsarnrg&rs szs si 

be ’ You^SwUenev ha* already been instructed to send proper officers to the coast of 
the Red Sea to make'observations and pieparatious for an expedition, and nou hate also 

have instructed the Government of India to provide you with such funds as jou may 

need The expense of the expedition will be borne ultimately by the Imperial revenues; but 
it will be convenient that ^required advances should, in the first instance, be made out 
of The reven^ of India. You will be careful to avoid any unnecessary expenditure, and 
have to request that you will keep me informed of the advances you make, and, ns fit 

possible, of the sums you are likely to require. . « » * » * 0 rrnuC8 t 

I shall send a copy of this letter to the Government of India, and 1 have to requesr 

that you will keep tli Government of India, as well as the Home Government, acquainted 

with ‘all your proceedings in connection with t j l,8 ^‘ a ^ r * 

(.Signed) STAFFORD II. NORTIICOTL. 


No. 745. 

Lord Stanley to Sultan Negoos Menelek. 

Foreign Office, August 19, 186/. 

T ° St:£ sovereign to inform your llighness that she has 

received the letter which vou lately sent to her through Colonel Merewether, her Agent 
Slden.* That officer also forwarded to Her Majesty the presents which accompanied 

vour letter and for which she thanks you. . , 

The Queen is well pleased to hear of your return to your country, and of tin „ood 

health of yourself and vour family. She desires me to assure you that she entertains 
ti e most friendly feelings towards yourself and your country, and that it l® her uncut? 

£,*£533s»- jstarrrs c —a..... - 

the Almighty. Your g j nccre friend, 

(Signed) 8I AN LEY. 


No. 746. 

Lord Stanley to Acting Consul-General Reade, 

(No. 18.) Foreign Office, August 19, 1*07. 

THE accounts which have passed through your hands, as transmitted to this Office 
by Colonel Merewether, will have- prepared you for lemmtna[that IUr 
inent, alter having exhausted all peacelul efforts to induce K' ' , 

European prisoners detained by him in captivity in Abyss,n,a, £ £ 

found necessary, to use force for that purpose ; but as that country can only 

• Inclo«nre 2 ia No. 725. * 
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l>e reached by passing through Egyptian territory, I have to instruct you to apply to the 
Egyptian Government for permission to do so, and for such facilities as they may be able 
to afford to the officers who will be entrusted with the superintendence and management 
of the expedition, and with the purchase of supplies and of means of land transport. 

Certain functionaries have already been ordered to Massowah for that purpose; and 
you will request that the Egyptian authorities at that port may be instructed to render 
them every assistance. 

The object of Her Majesty’s Government being merely to release the prisoners and 
to punish King Theodore for his conduct in detaining and imprisoning Her Majesty’s 
officers the expedition will leave the country so soon as these objects are effected. 

It is needless to say that Her Majesty’s Government have no designs of conquest in 
that district. 

I am, Sic. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 



No. 747. 

Lord Stanley to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 19. 18G7. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 20th ultimo,* inclosing a letter addressed by 
Sultan Negoos Menelek to the Queen ; and I now transmit to you the reply which, by the 
Queen’s directions, I have returned to that letter. 

You will cause my letter to be forwarded to the Chief by an early and safe oppor¬ 
tunity, and you will send to this country the presents which he has made to the Queen by 
the first convenient opportunity. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 

P.S.—I inclose a copy of my reply to Sultan Ncgoos Menelek.t 


No 748. 

Lord Stanley to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Foreign Office , August 19, 1867. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 26th ultimo,* from which 1 learn that my letter 
to King Theodore of the 16th of April last had duly been delivered by the messenger 
despatched by you for that purpose, who, however, alter having been kept waiting for ten 
days, was dismissed without a reply. 

Her Majesty’s Government are thus forced to the conclusion that King Theodore 
rejects the friendly advances of this country, and declines to comply with the demands of 
tin* Queen, that her officers, whom lie detains in captivity, shall be released. 

Under these circumstances, Her Majesty’s Government, who have exhausted all 
peaceful efforts, have resolved to resort to force; and it has been decided to leave the 
management of the expedition and of all arrangements therewith connected to Her 
Majesty's Indian authorities, with whom, therefore, you will communicate on the subject. 

I cannot conclude this despatch without expressing to you the warm thanks of 
Her Majesty’s Government for your unwearied zeal in endeavouring, though fruitlessly, to 
effect tile liberation of the captives, and lor all your valuable services in this distressing 
case. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


• No. 783. f No 743- $ No. 731. 


I 


675 


No. 749. 

Dr. Pyrros to Lord Stanley.— {Received August 20.) 

Mv Lord Adalia , July 27, 1867. 

5 Q ypt UN CAMERON’S sufferings in Abyssinia have moved my feelings to such 
an extent, that I dare offer myself ready to proceed to the spot, and engage myself 
within four months after mv arrival thither to release all prisoners, and accompany 
them home, provided Her Majesty’s Government would afford me the means of reaching 

the place of their cruel confinement 

1 I have, «r. 

(Signed) DR. SAM BROS PYRROS. 


Usual answer. 


Minute. 


No. 750. 

Mr. Morris to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 20.) 

Mv Lord Oaklands, Sandymount, Co. Dublin , Ireland, August IG, 1867. 

* SINCE I last had the honour of your Lordship's reply of the 16th ultimo, 1 have 
been informed that Mr. Talbot, through the recommendation of Colonel Merewether, 
has received some compensation on account of the unsuccessful termination of the 
engineering expedition sent to Abyssinia under your Lordship’s auspices. 

I consider an exception being made in his ease is an injustice to me, my tuning 
acted in his capacity for a considerable time, and fulfilled all the duties assigned me to 
Colonel Merewether’s complete satisfaction, which he lifts frequently expressed to me. 

1 have written to Colonel Merewether by the mail of the 18tli instant, asking lnm 
to support this petition to your Lordship. 1 am quite willing to forego my claimi to 
the full balance of my three years’ engagement, hut in all reason I most, respectfully 
submit that I am at ‘leai*t entitled to some adequate compensation lor the loss and 
disappointment, the sudden termination of this exjicdition ban caused me. 

1 With respect to the last clause in my agreement, Mr. lalbot frequently expressed 
to me (previous to my accepting the engagement) that my three years salary was 
guaranteed, and would* lie paid even supposing the expedition to be unsuccessful. On 
the faith of his promise I accepted the engagement, without taking any legal opinion 

as to the true construction of the agreement. , r « . wit u 

Then* has evidently been some misunderstanding on the part ot Mr. lalbot with 
respect to the intent and purposes of the* agreement. Were I in possession ot the exact 
meaning of it, viz., that we were liable to be recalled at the pleasure of the l-orcign 
Office, merely being allowed pay to the date of our arrival in England, l should not 
hav - been induced to set aside other professional prospects. 

Reviewing all the facts of the case, I would respectfully beg your Lordship s 

kind consideration on my liehalf. , , . , 

In lieu of compensation I would gladly accept another engagement to proceed 
again to Abyssinia with the expedition about being sent into tin* interior, or any other 
appointment in the line of my profession your Lordship may he graciously pleased to 

nominate me to. ., , 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN C. MORRIS 


Minute. 

Prepare answer in accordance with what has already been decided. ^ ^ 


• No. 678. 
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No. 750 a. 

Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley.—[Received August .) 

My Lord, Bekesboume , August 20, 1867. 

IX the Blue Book on Abyssinia just laid before Parliament, is a letter from 
Mr. Itassam to Colonel Mere wether dated Magdala, September 16, 1866, which 
contains (at page 91) the following passages:— 

“ Dr. Deke's foolish mission it is believed has done us all great mischief; it is very 
curious that no sooner did my friend (namely, the Emperor) receive his letter than he 
took it into his head to detain us all in this country, and ask me to send to England 
for artisans for him. There is no one in this country w ho approves of the steps which 
Boko took in the Abyssinian matter; and as our friend is of a suspicious character, 
of course ho could not understand how, after the great Queen of England wrote to 
him upon a matter, private individuals came forward to l>eg of him upon their knees 
to grant him the same favour. Had Beke communicated to me before he addressed our 
friend in reference to his mission, I would have certainly advised him not to make his 
appearance. However, it is now no use talking over the past; the mischief lias been 
done, and now we must hear. 

“ It is surmised that his abrupt departure lias put myself and party into this fix. It 
is also believed that tin* false rumour which reached our friend, that 1 had been sent on 
false pretences by tin* British Government, came from Mnssowah; some fools or mischief- 
makers 1 have no doubt are at the bottom of it. 

“ The second messenger who came from Beke (and who was half cracked) reported 
amongst our friend'* followers that he had heard a captain of an English steamer abuse 
the Ahyssinians for having Englishmen in prison, and that he had .... them and 
their King.” 

As what is thus alleged against me by Mr. Rassam is a gross and unfounded 
calumny, the falsehood of which can he established by the simple collocation of facts in 
the regular order of their dates, 1 feel assured that your Lordship's sense of justice will 
allow my confutation to be placed officially on record in the Foreign Office, especially 
ns it iN through your Lordship's department that Mr. Rassam’s letter to Colonel Mere- 
wether has 1 m*cii laid lielbre Parliament, and made known to the public. 

Fortunately for me, the dates and particulars of all the material occurrences art* well 
known and established on the authority of Mr. Rassam himself, and they have already 
been put together by me in two letters w hich I w as under the necessity of addressing 
to the editor of the “Times,” and which appeared in that journal on July 29th and 
August 2nd, in refutation of charges similar to the present one which bail been brought 
against me by Mr. Lav art 1, Mr. Rassam’s friend and patron in the House of Commons, 
and by Mr. Badger, Mr. Rassam's brother-in-law, in the columns of the “Times.” The 
readiest mode, therefore, of laying the facts succinctly before your Lor Map w ill Ik* to 
give here my said two letters as they appeared in the “ Times.” 


“Tins Abyssinian Phisomsus. 

“To the Editor c>f the ‘Times.* 

“ Sir, “ Bekesboume , July 29, 1867. 

“ In the debate last night in the House of Commons, Mr. Layard is reported bv 
you to have said that ‘Mr. Rassam had staU*d that from the moment of Dr. Beke’s 
arrival the King’s conduct towards him eluingcd.’ 

“ In direct contradiction to this is the following delaration of Mr. ltnssnm himself, 
contained in a letter addressed to Colonel Playfair on March 22,1866, which Is published 
in the • Proceedings of the Royal Geographical Society,* vol. x, p. 221):— 

“ ‘ At one time we were afraid that Dr. Beke’s mission would spoil the good under¬ 
standing happily subsisting between us, but it does not appear to have had any evil 
eflbot' 

“ And at the still later date of April l), as is record d in the ‘ Times ’ of July 8,1866, 
Mr. Rassam despatched to me the following message :— 

“ • The letter he (Dr. Beke) sent to the Emperor arrived on the 15th ultimo, and the 
day after 11 is Majesty received it he senlt t fo me to read, w ith the petition from the 
relatives of the captives. 1 lielieve the Emperor w ishes to consult me about the answer 
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SsiSf. 1 

had reached the ® ^ . Mr . luLm has stated that from the 

“q?u*ting toymir sense oTjustice to give publicity to this statement, which I feel 
called on to make in self-defence, „ j ^ ^ 

(Signed) * “Charles Beke.” 


“The Abyssinian Captives. 

“ To the Editor of the ‘ Times.’ 

Bekesboume, August 2, 1867. 

“ Sir ’“ Most reluctantly do I ash you to 

Bnt^Sie > co?umns^;f^oiu1ufluentW^joitnMl 0 are^lw*y® open to those who am unjustly 
“"Sta my Mter which appeared in the 

whatever from myself. ' ^'tVe lords now imputed to him arc equally 

those imputed to him by Mr. Uiyanl. before*the public more than a 

&?U3k Vidier to have the goodness to gtve the date of that 

^.■‘S^white’ VZt™ are essential to the pro,»er understanding of the subject. I 

wouidX^v%r ad'’:::' t ** <«*• 

•• In U ' Vl ' r Kor t T ; w« mmoZdTt an Englishman had arrival at 

twT after it was confirmed by the arrival of a letter from 

^ ^ “ well known that 

my 

letter ‘ did not ap]H-ar to have hed antr » ' d , , a report to Government, 

“ At the same or even a iator «tatoq Mwttar wee puhlish'od in the ■ Times of 

been 1,ul,lish, “ l 1,ymu vtThtttira iu ,ny work ‘ ThB 
^rt A ^“^en full particulars of the reconciliation on March 15. and 

'“r.’SStS . MBS 

js? cf Krss»iSt:» v;u «« »*«, — —• ■-— 

‘“.■S.T2SS SV — »; tS 

tdhJ'S 535 .«■-«, n—«—• *•*» “ -"" 

“ t: srS-.,... h-.-ton srs 

wished to consult him about ie answ * ^f r jijulger, adding, however, * I was 

Zei Ste 5iSV-thenceforward political combination, began to show 

themselves.’ . «. .. ___ «tntpd in an ‘ Authentic Narrative* 

“ What those political combinations were arc stated in xi„|| 

extract:— 8 I* 

L73] 
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th* ^ Ramon asked and obtained permission fo* 

^ int ° While he “* bis party 

t£w fafcSdS 1 ^ a T ,r r* Dt ’ u nd the * C " np ™ and the^t on 

2r"V to thelga. The mission started on the 13th of April, 1866. On reaching 

fh^mll oHiXne^i^ ^ ohM * f . minister with tin* usual honours; but on entertef 
J “““*£• ? e y w «* suddenly seized by a dozen of the native officers tW 
mbl.d, and Dr. RIanc and Mr. Prideaux were forthwith disarmed. They could 
only account for this violent nroceediiig by supposing they had omitted some of the 
usmd ceremonies m approac&g the Royal residence. Shortly" however a 

TTSRS^tZ > t,e ?**• who }md " thvmu> *» und ' r wwKfJ 

/..T' 11 m 0t - "Wfn*** of your valuable space bv repeating what further took 
| , ’ ,Ut ,uffic .^ ,M “ *"‘ en 8111(1 show that whatever occurred was not caused bv 

wL ! l U . r ’ ° n . W ! ,ch and on m * VM ‘ lf il ***»■ to lie now desired to shift the blame which 
was prevloiisly thrown on poor Consul Cameron and Mr. Stern. 

ntn „lu l h n '^T n0e U) Cadger’s own charge against me, I can only say that I 

“ I am, Ac. 

(Signed) “Charles Bi:ke.” 

Tf tCd th ,‘T ' tW0 mi « ht °f themwlve* 9 U ffi«. t„ r,.fut<> the 

f 1 “• tt’wnqjn a ' ,cl *>“ supporters, Mr. Lavard and Mr. Badger But from 

Bh *‘- «“* 1 “ "“'.py’to have it in * 

Hll n,|'!l K ' ( ! r,t ,;l tl ? 1 ,‘ t ' 1< ' l , m '' nl " “ tho letter from the King to Mr. Rassam <Uted 
8n day, the 10th of Megabit (March 18), in which he savs (Blue Boi,k nage 1101 

^tlTthl^Th an< ' ‘"E"”" 1 ..pauiouK liave 

On H*n V c ori, I „ v ? , the l HiWer °t «» (1 tor the sake of my friend, the great 

wZS. ‘ hem; tt,id b - v " i " iK,w, - r ,,r ,,ur c ”» tor - 

(March 20 and'aiT^ii°* in ** Blne . ita * to d that on the 12th and 13th of Megabit 

{ H „. Z ' 21)> toe King wrote to Mr. Rassam a^dogizing for not being able to 

, 5J® h . 1H companions on account of his absence. On Frida? the 15th of Memil.it 
S in thr J m “ t -H-etionate terms. ded^Filr Ralm miTw, 

them.’ H th ” EU,0p<,an W '’ rk ""'"' '" <•<»<«■ «" him at Zagye, and sending boats for 

On this Mr. Rassam makes the following note (Blue Root nnt«» nm . «• \ n 
the T ipt of tip letter Dr. Blanc, Mr. Prid«?ux^ ^ 

highest f Svl US V'T "T l,1 ! OPnt ,V(V P ti . on - J, ‘‘ <»™ulted with all hif^bles Ll 
depart lienee Ou thi """l r • ID<? ^ ] , '’ 8K,n,a » an<1 lt was determined tliat we should all 
?Xd u r '7'.. notJl ?K "'T nrs to have l>een said iwpecting me, and 

Kviyi Ksjsrt -.. »'*• ^ 

aiSrl “■s i iS 5 «vss: 

'^'■■SsS Raffia!: 

in readiness to start (tor hump) by the power of God ” 

of M2Lf te ^t r ,r « Sl,nd "> April 8th. and on Monday the 9th (the 2nd 
til,. (Sf M , r ' a ™ m plunentary note on the eommeneement of 

U r P K nl9,h) tost gentlemandi«|sitched to Mi^w^ bu 

^za^^*fitSss£Sss=SSS 
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wether occupied himself in making an abstract of Mr. lUwim's despatches to the 
Home Government for the information of the Government of Bombay, which abstract 
subsequently appeared in the - Times of Indio ” of July 21st, with the intimation that 
it had been made by Colonel Merewether, and it was thence copied into the “ Jewish 
Intelligence ” of October 1st. I have also given Colonel Men*wether’s abstract 
verbatim in my work, “ The British Captives in Abyssinia.’* 

Mr. RassanTs despatches to Government, from which that abstract was made, 
have, however, not been printed among the papers laid before Parliament. 

From everything that occurred down to the 9th of April, twenty-eight days after 
the report of my arrival at Massowah bail first reached the King’s Court, and twenty- 
five days after the receipt by the King of my letter, with the petition from the relatives 
of the’captives, it is manifest that there is not the slightest ground, nor even pretence, 
for Mr. Rassam’s assertion, as repeated by Mr. Layaru in the House of Commons, that. 
“ from the moment of Dr. Beke’s arrival the King’s conduct towards him (Mr. Rnwsnm) 
changed : ” nor for his statement in his letter to Colonel Merewether, printed in the 
Blue Book, that “ it is very curious that no sooner did my. friend (the Emperor) receive 
his (Dr. Beke’s) letter than he took it into his head to detain all in this country, ami 
ask me to send to England for artisans for him.” 

When the subject of the artisans was first mooted between the Emperor and 
Mr. Bnnrnm it is not for me to say, hut it was no new matter, for it had been in 
contemplation as long ago as December 1868—eight months before Mr. Barnaul's 
first arrival at Massowah with the Queen’s letter—that Mr. Flad should “ go to 
England with letters to procure machines, and one or two gunpowder makers,” as is 
stati*d in Mr. Stem’s letter of April 1866, published in the Appendix to my work 
(page 844). 

As to Mr. Rassam’s statement in bis letter to Mr. Badger, published in the 
“Times,” that “ His Majesty sent me (Rassam) the letter to read, and said he would 
ronsult me before he answeml it. 1 was never consulted on the subject; but thence¬ 
forward political combinations began to show themselves.” 1 think I have shown to 
your Lordship’s satisfaction that the time for consultation bad not arrived, and, what is 
of far more importance, tliat no “ political combinations ” had yet “ begun to show 
themselves.” 

I have uow to relate what took place in the interval between the departure on 
April 9 of Mr. Rassam’s harbinger of good tidings—unhappily not realized and the 
day in the same week (“this week”) when that gentleman was to go and see the 
King, consult atxiut the answer to 1 m* given to myself, and to “ leave the Court.” 

In page 117 of the Blue Book is given a letter from the King dated the 3rd ot 
Miazia (April 10), in answer, apparently, to one written by Mr. Rassam, which is not 
given, wherein His Majesty says, “ Very well, as you say, Lij Abitow shall take them 
( whom or what ?] hy the lower mail, and your baggage will cross to any spot which 
you may choose. I have directed Agafari Goo lam sud the party of Aito Kasa to 
convey it for you.” 

Mr. Rassam’s report of what occurred between the 10th and 13th of April is not 
given in the Blue Ikxdc; but it is well known that he sent the released captives away 
from Korata without letting them take leave (if the King, and that they were arrested 
and brought lock to Zagye m chains. I do not think of discussing what led to this 
step ; I speak simply of’the fact, which is notorious. Indeed, Mr. Rdssam himself 
aids the following note at the foot of the King’s letter of April 10: “ After the receipt 
of this letter Dr. Blanc, Mr. Prideaux, and myself repaired to Zagay, according to 
appointment, on the 13th of April, when we were all arrested on the pretence that we 
did not take the released prisoners with us.” 

These, then, are the “ political combinations ” which now first “ began to show* 
themselves; ” and as on April 13th Mr. Rassam and his party were arrested imme¬ 
diately on their arrival at Zagye before they reached the King’s presence, there was 
evidently no thought of consulting almut me then. 

The released captives, who had so fatally been sent away from Korata, having 
been brought liark to Zagye, where Mr. Rassam and his companions had likew ise lieen 
put in chains, the whole party were brought before the King on the morning of 
April 16th (misprinted the - 10th ” in page 88 of the Blue Book), when Mr. Rassam 
was questioned respecting the unauthorized departure of the liberated captives. The 
conversation, as reported hy Mr. Flad to the Karl of Clardendon in his Memorandum 
of July 10th, 1866, ended in the King's saying to Mr. Rassam, “ Now- you see for y«*ir 
sake (that is to say, on your account, Mr. Flad’s English not being always quite 
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correct), they arc again in chain*. From the day you said you wish to send them by 
another roau I got suspicious, and thought that you wished to do so in order that you 
may say in your country you have released them by your prudence or by your power. 
Who are you ? Are you a King ? Are you not only (anything) but the servant of the 
Queen of England ? ” 

Mr. Fliul then relates (Blue Book, page 39) how the King subsequently forgave 
Mr. Hassaui, hut on condition that he made satisfaction ; saying, “ I require it from 
you, Mr. Rassam, because you an* my bulderabli, given to me by the Queen of England. 
She says in her letter everything I wish Mr. llassam will do for you.” On this passage 
in the Blue Book there is this strange note,—“ There was one sentence in Her Majesty’s 
letter which was just contrary to its meaning translated.” What this may signify I 
will not pretend even to gm*ss; but it evidently alludes to matters altogether removed 
from the sphere of my insignificant mission. 

The (muse of the disgrace into which Mr, Rassam fell is manifest, however, beyond 
all question. Consul Cameron placid the whole matter in a nutshell when he wrote to 
Mr. Danby Seymour, M.P., in his letter printed in page 65 of the Blue Book, 
“ Mr. Kasnam, after having got a wigging in public for his having wished to get us out 
of the country, is again in favour.” 

On the morning of April 17th the chains were taken off from the released captives, 
and they were all, together with Mr. Rossum and his party, admitted to an audience 
of 11 is Majesty. What took place on this occasion is related by Mr. Flad (Blue 
Book, page 30), and it is so important as regards myself that I am called on to extract 
the whole of this isirtion of the narrative:—“As soon as we (the prisoners) had 
approach'd near His Majesty and received his salutation, we fell down to the ground, 
asking His Majesty to forgive and pardon us. We were ordered to get up, and come 
nearer. We had the honour to take a wmt on a ear|>et. The King brought forth the 
iietition of the relations of the English prisoners, which had been sent from Massowah 
•»y Dr. Beke. Captain Cameron was asked to read it. After that the King said, ‘ It is 
the devil who made me angry with you, and who tempted me to destroy the friendly 
findings existing, since the late Mr. Plowden, between myself and England. From my 
childhood I like the Europeans, especially the English, and God knows that from 
morning to evening I had no other desire than to get in alliance with the English 
nation. It is true that, by the power of God, 1 will fight the Turks; but there never 
arose a thought in my mind to fight with the English. What I wish is, that they shall 
love me and he my friends. ‘ Mr. Stem,’ said he, ‘you an* quite innocent; it is not 
you who abus'd me; it is that. Copt, who calls himself a monk and a bishop. He made 
me angry with you, and he abused me. And, Mr. Flad, God knows I never had any 
bad feelings against him. He never committed anything that could make me angry 
with him. And Mr. llassam, you an* the best man 1 ever saw in my life, and you did 
nothing which could make me angry with you. The other day, it is true, my suspicion 
arose, hut it was the devil; and now we will make peace, forgetting everything post, 
and by actions of love we will renew our friendship. Now l pray you all forgive me.’ 
The King immediately fell down to the ground before us. We asked that His Majesty 
might arise and forgive us, hut he refused ; so we said, according to the custom of the 
country, • For God’s sake we forgive you.’ And immediately we kneeled down before 
him, begging him to forgive us; on which he answered, ‘ For God’s sake I forgive you.’ 
After this ceremony we had to sit down. Then the King said that each of us should 
write a letter to his relations, and give them the news that His Majesty, by the j»ower 
of God, and for the friendship’s sake of the Queen of England, had pardoned and 
released us, and that we hope to see and meet them soon. After this we were 
dismissed.” 

From w hat is thus stated to have occurred at this remarkable interview it would 
really seem as if the petition from the relatives of the captives of which l was the 
bearer was the immediate cause of the King’s thorough reconciliation with the latter, 
instead of lieing, as Mr. Rassam pretends, the beginning of “ political combinations.” 
Be this, however, as it may, a result of this reconciliation—subject only to the 
“satisfaction” demanded under the alleged pledge given in Her Majesty’s letter of 
which Mr. llassam was the bearer—was that the King wrote on the same day the letter 
to the “ Families of the European Prisoners ” contained in page 31 of the Blue Book, 
in which His Majesty thus expresses himself:—“The petition which you have sent me 
has reached me. 1 have felt the grief which has distressed you. For the sake of my 
friend \ ictoria, the Queen of England, 1 have Released the prisoners at Magdala, and 
delivered them iuto the hands of Mr. Hormuzd Rassam. May this give you gladness.” 
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At the same time he wrote to me the letter which is published in j>age« 395 and 390 of 
my work “ The British Captives in Abyssinia,” giving me permission to conic to him, 
and adding, “ At what time suits you, come by Matemma.’ 

Meanwhile, however, my wife and I had left Massowah for llalai, where we were 
arrested by some of the “rebels,” on which I immediately despatched my trusty 
messenger^ Gebra Musye, with a letter to the King, informing of it, which letter 
reached Ills Majesty’s hands on May 20. This occurrence is reported by Mr. llassam 
in bis letter to the Earl of Clarendon, dated Zagyc, May 27 (Blue Book, p. 51), in the 
following terms:—“ Yesterday a letter arrived from Dr. Beke, in which he informed 
the Emperor that after he had gone up to Hallai, in Abyssinia, to await a reply to his 
letter which he lmd sent up to His Majesty about three months ago, the rebels of 
Tigr£ had placed a restriction upon his movements. l)r. Beke, therefore, begs the 
Emperor to send anil have him released, in order that he may In* enabled to prosecute 
his intended journey to the interior of Abyssinia with the presents he had brought for 
him from England. 

“His Majesty sent me a message immediately after the receipt ot the above 
communication to say that he would write to the Chiefs ot Hallai and the adjacent 
districts to have Dr. Beke sent hack to Massowah in safety, in order that he might 
come up to him vi4 Kassala and Matemma, and if any accident should Ixdhll him he 
would hold them resjKmsihle. * If any serious accident happen to him, said he, ‘ I will 
show you the severe punisment 1 shall inflict upon those w ho injure him. Did I not 
on a former occasion, he added, * kill a number of my relatives and their followers to 
revenge the blood of an Englishmen ? \\ by should l now, then, allow any ot my 

subjects to hurt or molest another ? ’ ” 

Thus it ap|»ears that even up to this late date. May 27. 180(1, there was no thought 
of complaining of my mission as having been in the remotest degree the cause ot the 
Emperor’s ill-will towards Mr. llassam. On the contrary, it might fairly he argued 
that my coming was a source of gratification to that monarch, whether out ol regard 
for me, or simply in the hope of inclosing another fish in his net, I w ill not decide, 
One thing, however. Is quite certain. On more than one occasion 1 afforded His 
Majesty an opp'urt unity of expressing his great love for the English nation, my selli of 
course included, whilst in no single instance did I lead him to make use of an unkind 
expression towards us. 

But 1 need not trouble your Lordship any further. Sufficient, and more than 
sufficient, will have Wen said* to establish the fact that my mission had nothing 
whatever to do with Mr. Rassam’s disgrace, or the detention of the captives after they 
lmd been once liberated; and that, consequently, the imputations against me made by 
that gentleman and his supporters, Mr. Layard and Mr. Badger, are unfounded and 
calumnious. 

As to Mr. Rassam’s further insinuation that my “abrupt departure lmd put him 
and his party into their fix,” it would he loo absurd to require notice were it not for its 
wickedness. Mr. llassam got himself into his “fix” on April 18th. I did not leave 
Massowah in the “Victoria” steamer till May 12th, and my departure was not yet 
known at the Emperor’s Court on May 27th, when, according to Mr. Rassam’s own 
showing, I was Wlieved to Ik* a prisoner at llalai. 

I w ill not think of questioning the right of Mr. llassam or any one else to entertain, 
or even to express, an opinion as to whether or not my mission was necessary or 
expedient. At the time when I was requested to undertake it by the relatives of the 
unfortunate captives it was considered not merely expedient hut highly necessary, on 
account of the great delay on Mr. Rassam’s part, into the causes of which it is useless 
now to inquire. And on a review of all that has occurred, I retain my opinion that 
had I been allowed to undertake the liberation of the captives according to my own 
plan I should have succeeded, though doubtless under the condition ol the temporary 
detention of my wife and myself, for which we were both fully prepared. 

Before concluding, I would l>eg leave to say a few wonts on a subject of less import¬ 
ance, hut still requiring notice. 1 am utterly at a lo*s to understand Mr. Rassam s 
obj'*ct in placing on record in his letter to Colonel Merewethcr what my messenger, 
Gebra Musye, is alleged to have reported he had heard slid by the Captain ot an 
English steamer, who is sufficiently id< ntified by that description, esjK*cially ns 
Mr. Rassam at the same time says the man was “ half-cracked.” W ere I to repeat all 
that Gebra Musye and others told me about Mr. Rassam’s proceedings at Massowah I 
should have enough to do. * 

But injustice to Gebra Musye, not less than to myself, lam bound to state that 
he was in the service of the late Mr. Consul Plowden from the time of his first entering 
173] 8 I« 
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into Abyssinia in 1843 (when I met the two together) until that officer's death in I860, 
having thus been employed by him as his confidential messenger, and having in his time 
performed some extraordinary feats. He was afterwards (l believe) for some time in 
the service of Consul Cameron. For myself, I have to speak of Gchra Musye only in 
terms of nnuse for the manner in which he conveyed my letters, first to Dedjaj Tekla 
Georgia, the Emperor Theodore's Lieutenant in Tigre, and afterwards to the Emperor 
himself. So secretly and ingeniously did In* perform my errands that his departure was 
not known till he was out of reach of the “rebels,” whose marauding parties, spread all 
over the country, would otherwise have stopped him, and he managed so to throw dust 
in the eyes of the people of Halai that I was reported at Massowah to be in commu- 
nication with the rebels instead of with the royalists, which rejKirt was transmitted to 
Aden by M. Mun/.inger, the French Vice-Consul in charge of tin* British Consulate, 
who also thought fit to question me on the subject. 

As regards the “false rumours” that Mr. Rassam “had been sent on false 
pretences by the British Government,” which that gentleman says came from 
Massowah, they are well known to have originate with an individual who is (or was 
in my time) an intimate friend of M. Munzinger. This person has been properly 
denounced by some of the captives in their letters. There can 1 m* no doubt of his lx*in*g 
a “ mischief-maker,” as Mr. Rassam alleges, and as I know to my cost.; but he is 
certainly anything but a “ fool.” 

Trusting that, in the event of any further correspondence respecting Abyssinia 
being laid before Parliament, your Lordship will allow the present letter to be included, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 750 b. 

Speech of the Lords Commissioner* on the Closing of Parliament, August 21, 1867. 

THE communications which I have made to the reigning Monarch of Abyssinia in 
reference to the release of the British subjects whom he detains in his dominions, have, I 
regret to say, thus far proved ineffectual. I have therefore found it necessary to address to 
him a peremptory demand for their immediate liberation, and to take measures for support- , 
ing that demand should it ultimately he found necessary to resort to force. 


No. 751. 

Mr. Brampton to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 21.) 

My Lonh 12, Cecil Grove, Southsea, August 1 [), 1867. 

WITH <liio respect I beg to state that 1 am one of the artizans sent to 
Abyssinia in November last; and that on the 12th instant I made application* for pay 
due to me—compensation for the loss of ray situation, breaking-up of my home and 
injury to my health caused by the* climate, not having heard anything relative thereto, 
I am induced most humbly to solicit you to Ik* pleased to grant me the same. I l>eg 
further to mention that 1 am unable to obtain any employment owing to the present 
state of my health. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN BRAMPTON. 


Minutes. 

Has he not l>een answered ? If so, refer him to the answer. 

J. M. 


He was answered on August 22nd, and has now received the monev due to him. 
August 24, 1867. * H. C. E. 
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No. 752. 

Mr. Coxe to Lord Stanley. 

Mrvy it please your Lordship, „ . , 21 1867. 

BEING given to understand that an expedition is fitting out, with reference to 
the Ahvssinian question, permit me to have the honour of tending my services as 
guide, interpreter, or Superintendent of the Transport Con*. „ 

1 am the son of the late Lieutenant-Colonel H. l)ighy Coxe of the late Honour¬ 
able East India Company’s 25th Bengal Native Infantry, and have l>(*cn employed in 
both the Indian and Mekram Government Telegraph Departments, as also by the 
Egyptian Government, and, when in the latter employ, had occasion to go to Kartoum 

and Magdala. . , . 

In the event of a vacancy in any of these appointments existing, the honour of un 

office Memorandum will meet with immediate attention. 

Trusting vour Lordship will grant me the honour of a reply, 1 

(Signed) 11. DHilJi L/UAii. 


No. 753. 

Mr. Algeo to Lord Stanley.*— (Received August 22.) 

My Ijord Pray Club, Ireland, August 20, I 867» 

I PROPOSE leaving Southampton for Aden and taking w ith me (apta.ii i 
W. O. Shaugnessy, of tin* 12th Regiment, just now' returned from New Zealand, and 
Captain R. Mostyn, of 90th Regiment, now about to return to bis regiment stationed 
at Poona, Bombay. I require one day at Alexandria to see tlio \ lecroy ot Egypt. 

Arrived at Aden, I require from Colonel Merewether six Europeans and four 
natives, and to assist me in carriage across to Massowah. When at Massowah wil 
1m* quite at home, ami make my arrangements for transit to head-quarters-on camp o 
King Theodore, Magdala. The requirements will be few; two small tents and some 
provisions, and some small presents for the King. The presents I propose are no 
such as Colonel Merewether and Mr. Talbot took outlastyearnm 1 did not succeed 
(“by the bve, Merowether's brother was manned to Miss lalbot ). 1 In* few things 

would propose taking to the King would bo—one gold watch and chain from McCabe s, 
Koval Exchange, some che&p rings, some few pieces of crimson and green silk, a 
silver snuff-box with the rising sun engraved, one small tent with white and crimson 
stripes, some small American tools, say about thirty pieces, all of which I could 
operate on, a few looking-glasses in gilt frames, and a variety of illustrations <> r. - 
carriages and railroads, horses, steam-ships, aud palaces of our great ami good 

^ With these few inexpensive presents, excepting the watch and chain, I do not 
hesitate, my Lord, in saying, with God’s assistance, I make friends with the King, ami, 

if living, to bring to Europe his captives. . „ 

Mv Lord may naturally ask in what do I place such confidence in. My answer 
is, my long and great experience and knowledge of Natern Mina | r |; I my 

confidence in God, that lias never once forsaken me, and my perfect knowledge of the 

Iiatl 'when in Canada, and quite a young man, I visited an encampment of 10JKK) 
Indians (Ottawa) at Loekport, now called Ottawa city, on the Ottawa river; with them 
I remained same time, over six months; from thence I went to Lake Simeoe by a 
small chain oflakea from Kingstown, and at the narrows of J^ake Simeoe, seventy-two 
miles north of Toronto. I passed two years in an Indian settlement. I was received 
bv the chiefs as their brother. (It has a Government settlement of Indians, and a 
Captain Anderson was in charge.) From thence I passed through, with Indians, to 
Penctanguishine, on Lake Huron, and passed some months with a Snake tribe. rom 
Penetanguishine, on Nottowasaga Bay, I went by boat to the Island of St. .Joseph; 
there I passed a winter fishing and visiting all the islands, particularly the giea 
Maionland Island. From thence I passed down to Detroit, on lake St. Clair, into 
Lake Erie to Cleveland, down the Ohio river to the Mississippi to New Orleans, from 


• See So. 203. 
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thence to Texas, Tampico, and Vera Cruz. Visited throe of the West Indian Islands 
and from thence to the Cape, passed one year with the Zooloo Kaffirs, and passed three 
months at Port Natal; from thence to Mauritius on to the Point de Galle; from Point 
de Galle to Aden ; crossed from Aden, to Massowali. At Aden knew Rev. M. Toombs, 
and a brother of Mr. Knssam’s or brother-in-law. 

Wii a little ill from had water, and pot on to Bombay, to Poona; from thence up 
the Indus to Mooltnn. Visited Murry hills and the pretty valley of Cashmere, back to 
Lahore, Umlxila, Simla, and Landower; at Mussoors I remained three years, visiting 
all the country’ about. Visited the Terry Ragli, fourteen marches from londower. 1 
take the liberty in inclosing a note I liad of him, about a cow I wished to send him— 
an English cow. 

Passed through Meerut, Delhi, Agra, Cawnporc, into Oude; saw everything and 
best of friends with the natives. At Patna city jxisscd tome mouths, and at Dingporc 
visited Darguling hill, and knew John Bohadore in Patna; came to Calcutta, visited 
Madras and Poorie, and the great Temple of .1 nggernaut; came home to Europe and 
was by the side, or at the d<x>r of the ex-Queen of Oude as she died in the Rue In Fate 
in Baris. Came to Southampton, and at a large meeting at the Town Ilall of that town 
was selected by the unanimous voice of over 1,000 persons, named the Commander 
of the 3rd Company of Southampton Volunteers. Lord Downses’ son, Mr. Thomas 
Flemming, late Conservative member for Manchester, was same night named to the 
command of. the 1st company with me. This, my Lord, I consider a great, a lasting 
kindness to me a stranger. And 1 take the great liberty in inclosing to you the paper I 
hud from Lord Winchester. 

This was, my Lord, the object I bad in view in asking an Interview, as I did not 
wish to give you the pain to look over a passed, wandering, but pleasant life of twenty- 

nine yearn, feeling confident that 1 have a kind of-in fact f cannot find a word to 

describe my feelings, but a kind of power over the wild man or native. 

If the Bombay army is to move to Abyssinia, I would be only too charmed to 
accompany it in any way vour Lordship may direct. 

And if my ideas on the subject arc* too confined pray excuse me. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) H. J. ALGEO, 

Late Captain 2nd Hants Volunteers. 

P.S.—My object in naming Captain O’Shaughnessy of the 12th, and Captain 
Mostyn of the 90th regiment. 

Captain O’Shaughnessy is just returned from New Zealand where he was a parti¬ 
cular favourite of the natives, so much so that they requested the Governor to k«*ep him 
in the country. He has a good knowledge of the natives, and is a smart active man and 
pleasing to all. 

Captain Mostyn has passed some yearsnt South Africa with his regiment, the Dfifh, 
and the gntiter time hi* was in out-stations, and was, to my knowledge,a great darling, 
if I can so use the expression, with the Zooloo Kaffirs; some thought that they would 
take him away. He is now about returning to Poona this month, overland. 

H. J. A. 


Minute. 

Usual answer, and return inclosures. 

J. MURRAY. 


Answered, August 21. 


No. 75k. 

Mr. Pur day to Lord Stanley.—{Received August 22.) 

My Lord, 24, Great Marlborough Street, August 19, 1667. 

Til ERE is an omission of two words 1 1 a letter which I had the honour to address 
to your Lordship of the 27th August, I860,* as printed in tht Abyssinian Blue Book, 

• No 44S. 
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page 62, line 8, which makes me throw discredit on the conduct of the English 
captives indiscriminately. I take the liberty of calling attention to the same. These 
words are 44 some of,’* which should stand lx*fore those of 44 the English captives,” to 
be properly understood, as I intended them to be. 

In the Blue Book I also find a letter from Mr. Rassam, page 7, paragraph 2, in 
which a similar statement to that in mine is made; and in paragraph 8 Mr. Rassam 
saj ’9 that 44 the stores, Ac., supplied to Captain Cameron were for his own use, and if he 
gave any to the other prisoners it was 4 an act of charity/ ” Ac., when in point of fact 
Cameron and the other prisoners might have starved over and over again if it had not 
have been for the supplies they had obtained through the intervention of the mission¬ 
aries. 

With regarded to the 44 circumstances’* hinted at in my letter alluded to above, 
they are contained in a letter from Mr. Rosenthal, dated Magdala, 8optemlx»r 19,1865, 
addressed to his brother, Mr. Eisner, of London (a copy of which was given to me), and 
are as follows :— 

44 Bardel, Cameron, ami his people, try to dissipate the monotony of their prison life 
by drinking strong liydromel, and indulging in other excesses that shall be nameless. 
Only a few nights ago they were so boisterous a greater portion of the night that they 
were threatened with the stick. We (Stem, myself, and Makerer) have nothing to 
do with this, hut as Abyssinian justice has a predilection for numbers, we are most 
anxious that the spies should not inform the King of their conduct, lest it should 
enhance his resentment, or at least create contempt for the pretended civilized and 
educated Eurojx*ans.” 

And my sole object in mentioning the matter was, that some caution should be 
given them from the Foreign Office to be more discreet for the future. 

I thought it was my duty to myself to make this omission known, although it 
cannot now be corrected. 

I should lx* glad to learn that even - effort is now' lx‘ing mado for the liberation of 
these long-suffering people, as it would be some satisfaction to the relative* to lie 
assured that no more time would be lost over a matter that, if common courtesy had 
been used, would not have needed rectification. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARLES II. PURDAY. 


Minutes. 

The words, of the omission of which from the Blue Book Mr. Purday complain#* 
do not occur in his letter of August 27, 1866. 

Foreign Office, August 22, 1867. II. C. E. 


Inform him accordingly. 

J. M. 


No. 755. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Brampton. 

Sir, , Foreign Office, August 22, 1667. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
12th instant,* applying for the arrears of jvay due to you as one of the engine-fitter# 
attached to the late expedition to Abyssinia, and for some compensation for loss of 
employment consequent on ill health caused by the climate of the country to which 
you went; and I am to state to you in reply, that Lord Stanley can only at present 
authorize the payment to you of the sum of 81. Is. 10c/., being the balance of salary (at 
the rate of 300/. o-year) due to you for the period between the 31st of Hoy last (the 
date to which you were paid by Colonel Mcrewether) and the 10th of June last, the 
date of your arrival in England. 

• No. 731. 
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The Chief Clerk of this Office has accordingly been instructed to pay this amount 
to any one whom you may appoint to receive it on your lx*half. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 
(Paul August 24, 18(17.] 


No. 756. 

Captain Milne to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 22.) 

1, Oxford Terrace, Clapham Road, Kennington Park , 
My Lord, I^ondon, August 5, 1867. 

YOU are reported in the "Times* 1 of the 17th of July to have said, in the discussion 
on the subject of the Abyssinian captives, u Our business is to get these men out, and if 
that can be done, 1 imagine there will be very little inclination on the part of the House 
or the Government to trouble themselves with Abyssinia." 

Pray, my Lord, for what purpose did the Most High give Britain armies, fleets, power, 
and wealth ? for what purpose did he place her at the head of the nations ? Was it 
merely to eat, drink, be merry, and dance along the broad and downward way that leads 
to destruction ? No; it was to civilize, Anglicize, evangelize, and ameliorate the condition 
of the world. It was to impart to all nations coming into contact with her, the 
blessings and refinements of a pure and undefiled Christianity, that he gave her extended 
dominion. 

But independently of these higher considerations, it is essential to the stability and 
permanence of her dominion that the gnp between Britain and her Indian empire should be 
filled up by taking jKisscssion of Abyssinia ; and to this the finger of Heaven points. The 
cession of the Egyptian stations on the Red Sea may he easily negotiated with the Pasha 
by a Treaty offensive and defensive with him for his protection; which will give her the 
command both of Egypt and the Red Sea, and an unbroken line of communication from 
her isolated position in the Atlantic to her vast territories in the Indian Ocean. 

Will one of her ablest statesmen allow such a chance to pass, such a prize to slip from 
his grasp, to fall into the hands of a foreign Power, a Power whose interests and aims are 
antagonistic to British shipping, commerce, and dominion ? If he do, he will not add to his 
fame in the pngc* of history. 

But tlie cruelty of allowing British subjects to be incarcerated for years in a territory 
within sight of the British flag, without any attempt to rescue them, is equalled only by the 
imbecility, disgrace, and madness of such a policy. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) It. L. MILNE. 


Minute. 

The Queen’s speech is sufficient answer to this. 

J. MURRAY. 


No. 757. 

Mr. Murray to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 20, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th 
instant, inclosing a volume, entitled “ Routes in Abyssinia,”* which has been compiled 
from the accounts of the journeys of various travellers in Abyssinia; and in conveying Lord 
Stanley’s thanks for this interesting work, 1 am to suggest that copies of it may be of great 
use to the India Office at the present moment. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


* Laid beturc Parliament, November 27, in pursuance of Adurets of November 26, I.S67. 
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No. 758. 

Lord Clinton to Mr. Murray.—(Received August 22.) 

Sir, India Office , August 21, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India io Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 10th ultimo, relative to an objection made by the fords of the 
Treasury to the payment of the whole of the pay, Ac M of certain officers, charged to 
th? Imperial Government by the Government of India, in the statements of expenses 
incurred on account of Mr. Rassara's mission to Abyssinia; and to acquaint vou, in reply, 
that a despatch has been sent to the Government of India on the subject, ami so soon as a 
reply shall have been received, a further communication will be made to you. 

The inclosures to your letter are returned herewith as requested.. 

I linvo, Ac. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 


Minute. 

luform Treasury. 


No. 759. 

Lord Stanley to Mr. Barron. 

(No. 13.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 22, 1867. 

IT will doubtless be well known to His Majesty the Sultan that certain of Her 
Majesty's officers and other Kurojieans have for some time past been detained in captivity, 
contrary to justice and the law of nations, by King Theodore of Abyssinia. 

Her Majesty’s Government have exhausted all peaceful efforts to procure the release 
of the captives, and they have now resolved to resort to foree. In order, however, to 
reach Abyssinia, Her Majesty’s Government are led to believe that it will be necessary for 
their troops to pass through Ottoman territory, and, if so, they do not doubt that every 
facility will be afforded to them by the Sultan and the Viceroy of Egypt, who will readily 
understand that the Queen has no designs of conquest in that district, and that the only 
object of a military expedition is to effect the release of the prisoners, and to punish the 
tyrant who detains them in captivity. 

You will make a communication in this sense to Fuad Pasha. 

I am, 9u\ 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 760. 

Lord Stanley to Afr. Barron. 

(No. 14.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 22, 1867. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 13 of this day’s date, relative to the expedition 
which Her Majesty’s Government are about to send to Abyssinia, I have to state to you 
that it would be of great importance that they should be able to establish a rapid com¬ 
munication between Suez and Bombay, and they have been informed that this may be 
done if permission be given by the Turkish Government to allow messages to pass along 
the Syrian coast line vift Bagdad. 

You will apply to the Porte for this permission, and you will use your utmost 
exertions to overcome any difficulties that may be interposed by Turkish officers. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


4 
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(No. 15.) 
Sir, 


No. 761. 

Lord Stanley to Mr. Barron. 

Foreign Office, August 22, 1867. 


TUB Government of Bombay have sent officers to Arabia with a view to procure 
beasts of burden for the use of Her Majesty’s army in the East, and l have to desire that 
you will request the Porte to instruct the Turkish authorities in Arabia to give their 
utmost assistance to the officers in question. 

I mov add that it is of great importance that this assistance should at once be 
rendered, as the animals are required for the expedition to Abyssinia, in order to effect 
the release of the prisoners detained in captivity by King Theodore. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 762. 

Lord Stanley to Mr. Alison. 

gj r ^ Foreign Office , August 22, 1867. 

' THE Government of Bombay have sent officers to Bushire and Buasorah, with a 
view to procure beasts of burden for the use of Her Majesty’s army in the East, and I have 
to desire that you will request the Persian Government to instruct the authorities at 
Bushire to give their utmost assistance to the officers in question. 

I may add, for your own information, that it is of great importance that tins assistance 
should at once lie rendered, os the animals are required for an expedition to Abyssinia, in 
order to effect the release of the prisoners detained in captivity by King Theodore. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STAN LEY. 


No. 763. 

Mr. Murray to Lord Bloomfield. 0 

My Lord, Foreign Office. August 24, 1867. 

HER Majesty’s Government are anxious to ascertain, with as little delay as possible, 
whether n supply of Marin Theresa dollars can be obtained at Vienna or elsewhere, aud to 
what extent, and at what cost. 

1 am directed by Lord Stanley to state that any information which you can procure 
on this subject will he of importance. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 764. 

Mr. Murray to the Secretary to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Xavigation Company. 

gy. Foreign Office, August 24, 1867. 

’ LIEUTENANT-COLONEL MEREWETHER, British Political Resident at Aden, 
has reported that he forwarded on the 24th ultimo, by the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company’s ship “Candia,” a box addressed to Lord Stanley; and I am directed by his 
Lordship to request that you will have the goodness to cause the same to be forwarded to 
this Office. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


• Similar deaptuhr* wer* address*! to Consul-General Perry (Venice), and Aeting Coo*iil-G«jera] Head* 
(Alexandria^ 




-V J'-- ■ 'Vi-4 u - 

681 

No. 766. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Beke . 

8ir, Foreign Office , August 27, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th 
instant, and to state to you that it will be printed in the next collection of papers respect¬ 
ing Abyssinia that may be laid before Parliament. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 766. 

Afr. Melvill to Mr. Eger ton.—{Received August 27.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, August 26, 1867. 

WITH reference to former correspondence connected with the contemplated expedi¬ 
tion to Abyssinia, I am directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit, for the 
information of Lord Stanley, a copy of a telegram received yesterday in cypher from the 
Government of Bombay. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


Inclosure in No. 766. 

The Governor of Bombay to the Secretary of State for India. 

(Telegraphic.) 

INSTRUCTIONS should be given by the Viceroy of Egypt to all the officers 
at Massowah and elsewhere to render every assistance to our force on its disembarkation. 


No. 767. 

The Earl of Longford to Mr. Egerton.—(Received August 27.) 

Sir, War Office , August 27, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir John Pakington to acquaint you, for the information 
of Lord Stanley, that the Secretary of State for India in Council, in furtherance of the 
arrangements connected with the Abyssinian expedition, has requested that the necessary 
steps may be at once taken for procuring as many mules as can be obtained and landed in 
Egypt by the beginning of November. 

I am accordingly to request that you will move Lord Stanley to instruct the Consuls 
at Cadiz, Malaga, Alicante, Genoa, Turin, Tripoli, Constantinople, and Smyrna, by telegraph 
if possible, to look out for as many mules as can be obtained. I urn to state tiiat officers 
will be at once sent out to those places to select the mules. 

A copy of a Memorandum on this subject is inclosed, from which Lord Stanley will 
learn the arrangements proposed for payment so far as Alicante, Genoa, Tripoli, Constan¬ 
tinople, and Smyrna, are concerned. As regards mules from Cadiz and Malaga, they will 
be purchased by officers from Gibraltar, and removed thither. 

I am to add that with respect to the remuneration of the Consuls for this service. 
Sir John Pakington will be prepared to concur in recommending to the Lords Commis¬ 
sioners of the Treasury any rate which Lord Stanley may deem advisable under the 
circumstances. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) LONGFORD. 


6 L 
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Inclosure in No. 767. 

Memorandum. 

THE following scheme is proposed for obtaining 7,000 mules required for the 
Abyssinian expedition. 

Places suggested as the foci from which purchases should be made are as follows:— 
Malaga. Alicante, Cadiz, Barcelona, Genoa, Tripoli, Beyrout, Constantinople, Smyrna, 
Gibraltar, Malta. 

The Consuls at these places, except Gibraltar and Malta, to be requested to look out 
at once for mules, and to assist in every way British officers and others sent out to select 
and purchase. 

Officers to be at once sent out, accompanied by a veterinary surgeon, to examine and 
select the animals. 

The Consuls at Alicante and Smyrna will pay expenses on the order of the officer by 
drawing bills on the Paymaster-General, on account of the War Office. ^ 

The officers proceeding to other stations will be accompanied by Commissariat officers 
to undertake the payments. 

The officers are authorized to hire stabling and obtain food few the mules, to be paid 
as above, and also to hire such attendants for the mules as may be necessary. 

These attendant# to be hired on the condition of accompanying the mules to Alexan¬ 
dria, and, if noccssarv, to Massowah, with free passage back. 

In every case where the mule has a pack-saddle, such pack-saddle to be included in 
the purchase. 

The officers to receive the pay of their rank at 31. 3 s. a-day, which is to include 
remuneration and hotel expenses, in addition to their actual travelling expenses. The 
veterinary surgeons to be paid 31. 3s. a-day, to include their pay- 

The General Officers commanding at Gibraltar and Malta to be directed to commence 
at once to purchase mules through the agency of the Commissary-General at the station. 

The Admiralty to be informed of the arrangements, and requested to provide transport 
for conveying the mules from the above places to Alexandria. 

A military veterinary surgeon to go oat in each ship sent by the Admiralty to collect 
the mules, in order to receive them from the officers und Consuls, who should see to their 
being properly foraged whilst on board, and to hand them over to the accredited officer at 
Alexandria. 

It is understood that the India Government arc prepared to accept the mules from 
us at Alexandria, and provide for their passage through Egypt. 

A military officer, accompanied by a Commissariat officer, will be at once selected 
to proceed to Alexandria. He will be* charged with the general direction of the service. 
Upon the arrival of the mules he will see to their being landed and maintained, and will 
transfer them at the proper time to the officers of the India Government 

The officers employed to purchase mules at Alicante, Genoa, Tripoli, Constantinople, 
Smyrna, and the General Officers commanding at Gibraltar and Malta, will send in Reports 
to this officer at Alexandria, both by telegraph and letter, and he will arrange for the 
movements of the steamers for picking up the mules in accordance with the intelligence he 

receives. _ _ 

The Commissariat Officer at Alexandria will draw upon the Treasury for all rands 

necessary for his purposes. 

The Commissary-General-in-chief will confer with the Quartermaster-General as to 
the officers to be selected. 

The Commissary-General-in-chief will make arrangements for the provision of 
compressed forage to go out in the several ships for the use of the mules on the voyage. 
The three first ships will take a full cargo of compressed forage to be landed at Alexandria 
for the use of the mules there when landed. 
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No. 768. 


Mr. Murray to tie Secretary to the Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 27, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 3rd ultimo, I am directed by Lord Stanley to 
inform you that Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India has instructed the Government 
of India to furnish the information required by the Lords of the Treasury in regard to 
the expenses of Mr. Rassam’s mission to Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 769. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Purday. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 27, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
19th instant,• and to state to you in reply that your letter of August 27, 1866, is correctly 
printed in the Abyssinian Blue Book; the words “some of,” to the omission of which 
you call attention, not occurring in your original letter. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) .TAMES MURRAY. 


No. 770. 

Mr, Murray to Mr. Morris. 

8ir, Foreign Office, August 27, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
19th instant,t urging your claim to compensation for the loss and disappointment caused 
you by the sudden termination of the expedition to Abyssinia; and I am to state to you, 
in reply, that Lord Stanley can only at present authorise the payment to you of the sum 
of 13/. I Is. 9 d., being the balance of salary (at the rate of 5001, a year) due to you for 
the period between the 31st of May last (the date to which you were paid by Colonel 
Merewether) and the 10th of June last, the date of your arrival in England. 

The Chief Clerk of this Office has accordingly been instructed to pay this amount to 
any one whom you may appoint to receive it on your behalf. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 

[Authority cancelled. See No, 786.J 


I 







684 


No. 771. 

The Earl of Longford to Mr. Egertou—(Received August 29.) 

Sir 

detailing™ lett *Lf f thU lr d */' s date - with i^ncio^Memo^ium, 

£■*bS?ss=*« s SriMsSS 

L S So f r o n h r e S raU0D Pn ° r *° ** re - tn ' bark «““ - ‘*>e latter 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) LONGFORD. 


No. 772. 

Tke Earl °f Longford to Mr. Egerton —(Received August 29 ) 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) LONGFORD. 


No. 773. 

Captain Gallon to Mr. Murray .—( Received August 29.) 

ifrSfSSKSlggsSs 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) DOUGLAS GALTON. 


No. 774. 

7TU Earl of Longford to Mr. Ege,ton—(Received August 29.) 

• Na 7*7 | 
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torus pack-saddles, and horee-gear gh.il be sent v A 1 Tl**' store * of **"**«. 

I am to request that you JriU move fw ®? ba * a *>n •* Sue*. 

2 fff P '!? ■ be infonned that th « course propo^^bjf,1^? • the i c,in S Consul-General 

* -Mb- neraeeery to W esUbIiS'" t de^t h M , A|^I n , l^ i |2 ,iD8 S “* ^ m-ov- the mule. 

f 7 , lhe ^P 0811 of S- tu ““ cunl r ^ Ve J h r °, n -Hi to 

-ill ibor.lv "i* 0 . 1 * 1 «"duct thle eee.iee, end he 

duri? r Z.r e re ? ption of the mules IndTtores '° fon " sma ” establish- 

dunng the t.me they may be detained in Egypt prav,de for their maintenance 

General to asshTcdo^cCk "iCiL^y® i^t'Le* 80 '^ to instruct the Acting Consul- 
mumcation with the Government .fC, in - thc nec< ‘«sary com- 

** "’ » -Urn'S Actie. Ihjaa ssssxssr ^ ST " “ “• 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) LONGFORD. 


No. 776. 


Sir, 

HERA 
Indian army 


Circular addreusd to H„ Majors Connie in Ms Mediterranean Ports. 


Majesty’s Government require a quantity of I , l 9 r < £ w » A*"* 29. 1867. 
iy, and officers will be sent from hence bv Her yi** °* . he 0 U8e ° f Her 

ect and purchase them. Meanwhile 11 diL^T?^ i ^^7 of State for 
ce immediate inontiioa in ......_.• I. irected by Lx>rd Stanley Ia inainmi 


question, who’ will KLS wTa let er‘of "■*«» °< “» ->*- 

m effecting the purchase, .hfchTt 7s dJtaNeto tSE?" r? ^ T time b « * 
In the event of any difficulties being raised bv thJ 7*^!* I 1 ? 1 ® de,a iy M P°*uble. 
exportation of the mules, vou will represent t h* ^ {^ oal aut hont»es to the purchase oi 
who ha. been instructed’^ take *«»*"«* 

1 am, Ac. 

__ (Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 776. 

- a. 

o J H,S L e « cr will be presented to you bv Foreign Office, August 29, 1867. 

® ecr f“7 of Sta *e for War to proceed to the nl*~ ^ 9 . ° ,as 1)64511 ol *dered by the 

*• '■ -—- sa^a»t , vw:ai£ ;! 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 
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No. 777. 

Lord Stanley to Acting Consul-General Reade. 


/ 


(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 29, 1867. 

COLONEL CLARK KENNEDY going to Alexandria to superintend landing and 
transport of mules purchased in Mediterranean. Assist him. 


No. 778. 

Mr. Murray to Acting Consul-General Reade. 

(No 19.) 

Sir, Foreign Office t August 29, 1867. 

WITH reference to Lord Stanley's despatch No. 16 of the 19th instant,* instructing 
you to request the Egyptian Government to afford facilities for the expedition which Her 
Majesty’s Government are Compelled to send to Abyssinia, I am directed by Lord Stanley 
to state to you that Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for War has decided upon endeavour- 
ing to purchase 7,000 mules in countries bordering on the Mediteranean, and to forward 
them, via Alexandria and Suez, to Massowah. Officers will be sent to those countries 
accordingly, and a competent staff will proceed to Alexandria under the command of 
Colonel Clark Kennedy, C.B., to superintend the landing and forwarding the animals and 
the care of them while in Egypt. Considerable accommodation, however, will be required 
at Alexandria and Suez for the cargoes as they successively arrive, and I am to instruct 
you to take the necessary steps for obtaining permission from the Viceroy of Egypt for 
the establishment of such depdts as may be necessary at both places. 

ft is expected that this matter will be completed before the end of this year. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 779. 

Lord Stanley to Acting Consul-General Reade. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office , August 29, 1867. 

HOW far is the telegraph open towards Souakin ? When will it be completed ? 
Ascertain whether the Britisn Government may lay down line on their own account 
from Souakin to Massowah. 


No. 780. 

Mr. Egerton to Consul Barrie .+ 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 29, 1867. 

WITH reference to my letter of this day’s date, introducing to you the officer charged 
by Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for War to purchase mules lor the use of Her 
Majesty’s Indian army, 1 am directed by Lord Stanley to state to you that it is the wish 
of the Secretary of State for War that you 6houla pay any expenses which such officer 
may be authorized to incur in this service, and that you should reimburse yourself by 
drawing bills on Her Majesty’s Paymaster-General, payable on account of the War 
Office. 

• No. 746. I i 

t A similar despatch «u iddressmi io Consul CumbcrtmicU (Smyrna). 
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You will in each case require from the officer an order for the payment to be made, 
for which be will be responsible. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 781. 

Lord Stanley to Sir J. Crompton .* 

(No. .) 

Sir, Foreign Office , August 29, 1867. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copy of a letter which I have addressed to Her 
Majesty's Consols in countries bordering on the Mediterranean.f instructing them to 
render all the assistance in their power to officers who are about to be sent to purchase 
mules for the use of Her Majesty’s Indian army. If any of Her Majesty's Consular 
officers in Spain should require your aid towards overcoming difficulties, you will, of 
course, afford it to them. 

I may add, for own information, that the mules are specially required for service with 
the expedition which is about to be sent to Abyssinia to effect the release of the prisoners 
detained in captivity by King Theodore. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 782. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Metvill. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 29, 1867. •> 

I HAVE laid before Lord Stanley your letter of the 26th instant, forwarding 
request from the Governor of Bombuy that instructions should be given by the Viceroy of 
Egypt to his officers at Massowah to render every assistance to the expedition about to be 
sent to Abyssinia, and I am directed by his Lordship to inform you that Her Majesty’s 
Agent and Consul-General in Egypt fcas desired, by the mail of the 19th instant, to 
request that this might be done. 

I inclose a copy of the instruction so sent, together with copies of the various letters 
which have been addressed to Her Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers in regard 
to nuittere connected with the expedition. | 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 783. 

Mr. Egerton to the Earl of Longford. 

Sir, Foreign Office , August 29, 1867. 

I HAVE laid before Lord Stanley your letters of the 27th and 28th instant, 
respecting the arrangements to be made for purchasing mules for service on the expedition 
to Abyssinia, and I am directed by his Lerdship to transmit to you copies of letters which 
he has addressed to Her Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the places therein- 
named, giving them instructions in accordance with Sir John Pakingtou’s icquchi.* 

1 am to add that passports will be issued in favour of the officers who will be 
employed by the War Office on this service, on your stating their names and description. 
With respect to your allusion to the remuneration of Consular officers, 1 am to state 

• A MimUr dcmpUch «**■ nidrewed lo Sir A. f No. 776. 

t Nofc 745, 746, 747, 748, 75S, 760, 761, 762, >73 77« mhI 781. 












m 

l am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 784. 

Afr. Parker Snow to Lord Stanley.—{Received August 29.) 

My ^ FRIEND of mine i< a w*ll-knownTlf„^' Road - Au ^‘ 29. 1867. 

•tending and experience, and powering a || ,h e diploma! tUrseoa1 of m “7 I®' 

men »^ £ tt‘TaTrat A 6 "*-. th « « -» "“"7 other eminent 
knowledge|would l ofceat teethe ,^1^““’ * ^ 

subject to° m y L ?riend P W ‘ U kmd ' y ^ to ^ •» me, I -ill name the 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. PARKER SNOW. 


Refer him to War Office. Minute, 


No. 785. * 

, Mr. Parker Snow to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 29 ) 

M * V PERCEIVING that an audition' T£!?f!\ Br T pt0n Road ’ Augu9t 29 ' l867 « 
respectfully aak if any appointmenuherem can b^ren me mt ° Aby8s ^ n,a ’ 1 m0 “ 

have^rfe^in^^* “ d *»“• * -7 *vour atteched. will 
that operated upon me win writing those lettere, itwa^t Xlm'pW* 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. PARKER SNOW. 


Usual answer. 


Minutes. 
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No. 786. 

Mr MOrrU t0 w 8,ml m~(Renind Auyurt 30.) 

I HAVE the honour to acknowled»£l?» , !!!£^ ^*^1**, Inland, August 29, 1867 
JMtent, and, in reply, beg to inform voufI^ETSb^tet£ ,rtter ot 'he 27th 

Ti.rsS'S zsdrz. v&x&sir. du - ■” - 

'fit ° ne .J! x f e P t,on » namelv, George Carr who hidnoT^*!* 1 ho,d * he,r acknowledgments, 

1 *■" “"■ rt -»-fisya *rJrr. assess- 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) JOHN C. MORRIS. 


Minutes. 

Clerk ‘ " 0ald appw ftom tbis lha > some one has been „.:a . 

^ ,erk ,a9 Decn P a,( * twice over. Aak Chief 


Murray wishes the issue authorized tn Kir in • . . 

Foreign Office, August 30, l 8«7 f Morn8 10 ** stopped. 

H. C. E. 

[See No. 7ft).] 


No. 787. 

Ur. Penli. to Lord St.a/ry.-(R« oWrf Aufjut , 

My Lord, 4 w 

LordsK the a , rran » ement8 for the ^y^an^^hfo/u" ' Wood, August 29, 1867. 
Lordship may have some appointments to confer. ^ 7 P 088 * 6 ^ ocour that your 

have a77our ^poLl?ud* Tlom* ^ “* ° ffice * our ^dship may 
German 1 y ** to D) > vantage speaking French and 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WILLIAM PENLI8. 


Usual answer. 


Minute. 


No. 788. 

Afr. Purday Mr. Murray.~ (Rece{ved Augu$t ^ 

8ir, 

I HAVE the honour to thank Lord^sf/** Marlborough Street , August 29, 1867 
receipt of my letter of the 19th instant • in udd 4 yOUr ackno * r Jedgment of the 
7th August, 1866, is correctly printed in the « Ah« y °^ 8t ?J? t,,at m y letter of the 

^'“■s^utras^-a^rs 

w However, I am de^.w.^twiSamlli^ putti™ 1 '™' Hnd • v . ourwlf *> reply to 
»cU m my explanation, if only to show what*mv “ V om,swon <>'■ record) as 

Beggmg you to excuse this fartlier trouble,^ iuCaT“ m ’ rnt ‘“ S tlmt U '<ter. 

_ (Signed) ' CHARLES H. PURDAY. 


8 N 


[73] 


* No. 731. 
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No. 789. 

The Earl of Langford to Mr. Egerton.—(Received August 30.) 

S!r ’ wttu , , War August 29, 1867. 

WIIH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the purchase of mules 

for the Abyssinian expedition, I am directed by Secretary Sir John Pakingtoo to request 
that you will move Lord Stanley to famish him with twentv letter* of introduction to Her 
Majesty's Consuls in the Mediterranean, together with twenty passports for the use of the 
officers employed in purchasing the moles. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) LONGFORD. 


No. 790. 

Captain Gallon to Mr. Murray.—{Received August 30.) 

D " , wn WPTHFBPH i, v. . War Offict, August 90, \867. 

M il. Wfci HfcKLLL, who has undertaken a contract with us for obtaining mules in 

Spam for the Abyssinian expedition, is about to proceed to Spain for that purpose 
accompanied by a Veterinary Surgeon. 

It would be desirable that he should be provided with letters of introduction to the 
Minister at Madrid and to the Consuls at some of the large towns in the neighbourhood, 
with a view to facilitate his operations. 

w y°“ J“ udJ y tor liters to be prepared at onoe and sent, under cover, 

to Mr. Talbot here f 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) DOUGLAS GALTON. 

P S —Mr. Wetherell starts to-morrow. 


No. 791. 

Letter of Introduction to 8ir J. Crompton and to Her Majesty's Consular Officers in Spain. 

Slr * Tuts • . ... , . , Foreign Office . August 30, 1867. 

1 mb letter will be presented to you by Mr. Wetherell, a gentleman who has entered 
into a contract with the War Office for obtaining mules for the use of Her Maieatv's 
Indian Army. J J 

Mr. Wetherell is about to proceed to Spain for that purpose, and I am directed bv 
power n Cy ^ reqUe8t that y ° U wiU tocilitate his operations by all the means in your 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 792. 

Acting Consul-General Reade to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 31.) 

(T^ejmphic.) a nIT , Alexandria, August 30, 1867. 

TELEGRAPH open as far as Wady Haifa, second cataract, and from Souakin in 
direction of Kassala and Berber, about 150 miles. 800 miles in course ot construction 
will require twelve mouths to complete. Reply with regard to proposed line between 
Souakin and Massowah deferred, pending reference by telegraph to Viceroy. 


i 
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No. 793. 


- w ^-rrciy.—^nreeiretf August 31.) 

My dear Mr. Murray, ^ _ 

WILL you be so good as to telegraph to th« pnn . t f 31, 1867. 

«ny probability of muleabeing obtafofdTbere ,0 .“" rt “ n 'Ohere » 

there b any quarantine winch wo,!ld in^ft~ ,k nc, 6 hbo “ rhoo<i S and also whether 
Alexandria T "* W0U,d ,nterfere w,th raul « being shipped thence to 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) DOUGLAS GALTON. 


No. 794. 

Lord Bloomfield to Mr. Murray.—(Received September I.) 

four thousand Maria Thrr«a. n. M Se P[T ber ,867 - 

a week between this place and Trieste at the rr f 11 ^ the oour# ® of 

Austrian currency per dollar. * ^ ° f ahout 2 flonn * *»d 62 kreutzers, 

delivering about 20olo(>0 ,l tce , kly n!l W ° U,d undertake to coln an 7 amount of these dollars, 

accep^dvt" ’* “""W *° the "**. moreover, doe, not 

from 

No. 795. 

Consul Bonham to Lord Stanley.-{Received September I.) 

(Telegraphic.) ... , ^ 

ACTING CONSUL, Brindisi tele«n™H a ♦» Maples, September l, 1867. 
there is no quarantine at Alexandria. 5mph * that they caQ «* Poured there, ’and that 


No. 796. 

Acting Consul-General Valentine to Lord Stanley.-fReceived September 2.) 

(No. 54.) 

My Lord, 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge receint of M i 29 ’ l867 - 

of the 24th instant to Mr. Perry, infonnmiThlrn o/^ U I ?‘ ay i d . e,patch No - *4 
nunt to ascertain whether a simply of Marfa Theresa dollars ^ ° i T Govern- 

where, to what extent and at w hat cost amTaiJ, r d ° ,la ” Can be obtained here or else- 
tion that be might be able to procure on tW, subfe"® “ ,rn »* or,an “ <* a"X inform,- 

srjrss: ” Krr.'r'a rt.~ 

the former equal to 2^ the fetJrtoq..V AM nan flom* and thalers (of I* florin), 

standard as Maria Theresa dollars_9-lOths , ' d ' ,ch , are ***** coins of the same 

remittances to the Levant and tfese m Ukf’ dV<? * I*!?? 7 been used 10 a lar g« extent for 
At the pJlrto ?£e M^cJnS * ■"TS? J* a Amount. 

Austria and tL German States and the LllnT rV** °° nc,uded in ***> between 

flonns was discontinued, the coinage of the Maria ThenL aST* d ° * r ° f < 2 ( onvCT,tion 
commerce with the Levant, reserved as » nrivil^ , ^?! ar wai ; : ,n order to facilitate 

information I have received be correct the diePatiH ° f .T?J ,ce * wht,p ®. if the 

cannot permit the use of them. ’ 1 exwt; but the F,nai »ce authorities 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWARD VALENTINE. 
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No. 797. 

^iing Consul- General Reads to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, September 2, 1867. 

Efryn^fn ° N 11 for /****& of expedition through Egyptian territory 

SrdrT WI , pr °^ ecd ' mmed,ate, y Massowah to ensure every faciUtTSr 

«ffordt< and V iceroy a ships of war in the Red Sea are placed at the diiDosal of Her 
Majesty s Government in caae of need. ™posM oi tier 


No. 798. 

The Earl of Longford to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 2.) 

of the i^> direC,< 1 by the KeCr * t!U7 of . St< ‘ te for War to ^ r a °frou S lhirin"conJquIn« 
SmvrnJ Tc 1 c ° ramumca,IO » 8 » the officers who are going out to Constant?nople 
Govemm < B ni yr ? U ' Sca !! dero °"’ “ nd 1 uni8 for the purpoae of purchasing mules for the British 
SvcJS?Xva' ^ na y ’ 8nd ty C ° ,ltraCt ' cannot reach toeir respective destinations for 

Sir John Pakington is therefore very anxious that the Consuls at the various places 

IS^^exnSJri rS* ^i 1tC,egraph J hat the purchase of mules 

n0t0nety ,0 the “* i «-« d de "- d - “<> 

Sir John Pakington would strongly recommend this step being taken as he is 

the offirei™ ^ *?" ,n 5* hU P" limi “f7 nolice to the several Consuls^ the operations of 
the officers employed on this service will be greatly facilitated ^ 

four * iuf0rmed thM the mul '“ sh ™ W «* »* under 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) LONGFORD. 


No. 799 

Telegram addressed to Her Majesty's Consuls at Constantinople, Smyrna, Bryrout 

Alexandretta, Tunis, and Cairo. 

resident* 7 to^ h^ 0 Wl11 . de,i J er dc !* i,cd instructions to you arfmUo thepte oTyour 
residence to purchase mules for military purposes in Abyssinia. The mules not to be 

undt four years old, and to be trained for burden. Give public notice to this effect so 
that on he arrival of the officers parties having mules for sale mav be readv to offer 


No. 800. 

Mr. Hammond to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

^ wrru r . i - , Foreign Office, September 2, 1867. 

W11 H reference to your letter of the 29th ultimo,* I am directed by Lord Stanley to state 

*? y.™'!’; ' he of the Secretary of State lor War, that the Acting British Consul 

“ h!u! ro P or,ed ,h ‘“. mule * are t» be purchased in the neighbourhood of that port 

and that there is no quarantine at present at Alexandria. ** ’ 

I am to add that the Acting British Consul-General at Naples has reported that mules 

ix::!:: 1 that ^ and that thi,v w)uid ** ^ •» *KS 

I am, Stc 

(Signed) K. HAMMOND. 


I j 


• No. 789. 
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No. 801. 

Afr. Hammond to Mqor-General Sir R. Lugard . 

I AM directed by Lord Stanlev to tnntmU * ^orngn Office, September 2, 1867. 
tary of State for War, a copy ofTtele^mwb.VK U the l . , ‘ for “»tion of the Secre- 

m your letter of to-dav. has been senTto Her Vi" .* c ^°r d ^? ce w,th the Wjueat contained 
tmople, Smyrna. Beyrout, TuniTTnd Co !L #U,ar °«<** »t Coostan. 

oae of the expedition to Abyssinia. *** ^ ard,n ff purchase of mulea for the 

I am. Sic. 

___(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


. No. 802. 

My Lord, ^ ManmnS 10 ^ ****-<*"*« Septet 2.) 

PERCEIVING by the public^o^Ja^f K '' , ! bournr Park ‘ Augert 30, 1867. 
the condition and climate of Abyss min I V "'n 1 unc ® rta “*ty prevails regarding 

fact, that much valuable ca^b? attentionTlhS 

Prepagandt in Rome, and also from the Si,period of tmi'- P° mt * tmm ‘he 

btjen for years past in constant communication - Con ^ v K»t»'>n, who lias 

Abyssmia. Of the fonner source, the S Si n nUBWonan< * of his Order in 
much profit before their expedition to Japan. Government availed itaelf with 

'“"■ d “ 

Marlay (brother-in-law to Lord J Manned and M , n,oniton , Hunt . tf > Mr. Brinsley 
the honour of your Lordship’s acquaintance ’ ^ <>thcr » entlemen who have 

a (acuity of observation.^hiXyou, \ , ‘ as m '' to readiness und 

Should you consider my suggestion of anr T y to utiIia> J u "‘ now. 

further with your Lordship Inthw sul^jecU. aid beg toremaln,!^ to Communicst< - 

(Signed) ' U. J. MANNING. 


Usual answer. 


Minute. 


J. MURRAY. 


No. 803. 


8ir MajOT Uv ' , °* 10 W 8tanU,.-(IU Ce i,rt Deptemhr 2.) 

’ 1 the honour to oiler i’SrfS/tT' B, !^ avia ' 8e P‘ m ^ 2. 1867. 

Office, in Abyssinia. * V tor employment, under the Foreign 

Ajjent, or S^^ioL^^^^he^TTtaTb"'^‘n T'ir, hp tlmt of 
object would be to raise and command an auxUi^vT^* 1 " r‘ rhc ‘ ,,1<,rus ‘ a " d ”7 chief 
who knowing the countir, and Ishng l, u „7 *“?? these people, 

regular troops, and be able to do gooTscnC ‘ “** d,mat ‘‘- wouW the 

s -,-5 or**- -r— 

active rennw , Mrj> d ^l a to^Ta n rfe^ , i^ d^r" 8 R,,,wi,w War . and have «. on much 

2 *- 1 *.,»CSS, ;r ,d: j- ^ ^ 

State of America, on the West Coast of Vfriia amlT^ ? ’ Ii 1) ;' n ' ,,arlt . the Southern 

I am acquainted with everv d< >tni\ e * j / m Bollt *mia. 

eve^ detail of my profession, including militey recon. 


8 0 


[73] 
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j^brm^nd have a fair knowledge of several Oriental „ well as aU the Continental 

sil£ 5 .r^® sfsrrtes 

services for the purpose of obtaining the relief of the captive*. 7 

I lx*i< to melon** testimonials of past service* and at u _~_ .• « . 

s raS °° = 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) H. LEVESON, Majw. 

Latr Colonial Secretary of Lagos, Went Africa. 


Minutet. 

Query, Refer him a* usual to India Office. 


Ye*. 

8 . 


Inclosure in No. 803. 

List of Me Service* of Major Henry As,baryteson, of the Ottoman Staff, during the late 
proce^M at JSSfcJhe^T™' ** ° f ‘ hp Ann,, and 

z&Sfr - 

sub^nT^tt o? BuZreT 7 “ ^ “ °“ ^ of ^ and 

Ottoman division. ' U “' ** OU I ' ort ~ l superintended the disembarkation of the 

£!’ 1^4 ~w“ 1>ro “‘ nt at thB affair of " ,0 Boulganac. 

* ' is' ihsa'IZ^. pr, T‘! at J h ? battlp of AW (Cbwp). 

.jstSSt^rs^^ agL-r. "“I-»<w ~s>—i. 

oX , H 2, U?^ WaS ’’TT"”* ‘ h . e «*“pation of Balaclava. 

“"z under 

slightly wmiiided with the JE7‘of ?L^%L ' #t Bali ‘"' aVa - 
and ° f "’77)'''""*; 

t SM ^ ^^"““•‘^•n-cWef'for'rte'eelev^^withsSSrii 

kOMuto ''"'.T" ° f » horse 

wo.„uls, for one of'whieh he had the sk.,11 t^,ln,l *”* 

di^uM^hl - C, ‘ kf "■* ^ ^Ottoman 


f 


695 


SaSysstefi^SKSSr-vtrs 

Ambassador, and Lord Clarendon. "** Stratford de RedoUflfe, the British 

ssr* 1 * “• B "“ fc&rs s. TSSs.’ysgv^st 

flfta recommen " ,1 d for the Legion of Honour. 

(8*i?ned) H . A . LEVESON, Major, lot, Ottoman Staff 


Copies of Testimonials. 


Prom the Ottoman Ambassador, London. 

Sy-£ 7'. rvir ''' ™ wi S^'aTT^^nZmer;,^ U . onoural " p Ea»t India 
etter from his Excellency the Grand Zn skLM , aata ? t ]?."P le : emitted to me a 
leney expre»edI hi* high satisfaction of £edSiiS?h*3 ° f 7 which *"■ £znel- 
had rendeml whde with the Imperial annv a^Ktf.r"" 7 at Lev,-son 

I th ! o nm ™' ln . Mi »sff-'lia, and Anatolia. “ S * oam P a, P“ of illp Danube 

July, 1867.* Whl< ' h * h ‘ ,reUnt0 placo “J llan<l “d seal, London this 14th day of 
A ’" ba ^de la Sublime Porte d Londres. 

(8igned) c. MTJSURUS. 


a *~ : ». O—*sa.«v V a. o,,„„ 

l| e ervH m " f tlw S"< India Canpnny 

officer attached to the Geneml Staff, from the 28th ‘L*, 8 ™ *7’ as 

9th November, 1865. ne ^ruaiy, 1864, until this day, the 

of theI)n,mis., in tlmC^mm"^^ hi,,, *' lf in «>e campaigns 

hia Highness tla> Ch-'nerahLh'no!" he I< ’ avo * the army with the sanction of 

In token of which, &c. 

% order. ^ ^ ' (Signed)^ J’EMAD, General of Brigade, 

Songidi, November 9, 1855. ‘ °' tke * ia f* Ottoman Army. 


FTOm ,ht romnwarf " »/'*' Ottawa, Troops before Sevastopol. 

I, the Undersigned, certifv that Imperial Of tonin’) Army, Crimed 

Infantry, in the service of thwEmit Lidin^p 0r Levp "" n -‘“L- of the 13th Itegiment' of 
^ Hivjsion. Os,,,,,,, Pasha,' co^UdMg'T^^L"' 1 ^"'-' Wa ‘ P * p Oenend 
assisted at the disembarkation of the allies at Old i/‘V, 0 ^ *‘ fore 8ej>Mtopol, ha* 

during tlie wh^e ho hZ 

o-e'HU.. 00.0, „ s “ ; -*« oiCn*, SKtSSr* 




696 


From the Chief of the Staff of the French Army in the Crimea. 

be 8 ouMign6e declare qua M, Leveson, Major (dernterement du 13me Regiment 
d'lnfsaterie), au service de la Compagnie de* Indes, 4 H6 employee avec son grade k 
l’Etat-Major de la Don Tnrquie, di?tach^ h Parmle Fran 9 aise, depuis le d£but de 
l'Expedition de Crimfe, c’est-4-dire depui* le 13 September, 1864, jusqu’au 9 Avril, 
18667 

Devant Sevastopol, le 20 Arril, 1866. 

Le Chef d'Etat Major de la Dominion Turque, 

( 8 ignd) J. MAG NAN, Colonel d'Etat Major. 


Vu pour legalisation de signature, 

Le G^n^ral Chef d’Etat Major-Glnlra) de T Annie d’Orient, 

{Signl) H. D. MART1MFREZ, Armde d Orient, Etat Major-QMral. 
Armee d Orient, Etat Major •General. 

(Seal.) 


From the late Korshid Pasha (General Quyon), Chief of the Staff to the Ottoman Army of 

Anatolia. 


Kars , July 29, 1854. Head Quarters of the Ottoman Army. 

This is to certify that Major Leveson, an English officer attached to the Ottoman 
Staff, who arrived here in charge of despatches from his Excellency the Seraskier, 
served as a volunteer with the Ottoman Cavalry and Bashi-Bazouks in several skir¬ 
mishes against the Russian Horse, belinving in a most dashing manner, and showing 
himself to lie a highly efficient officer. 

He lias also mode several n*connaissanees of the country between Kars and 
Gumri, and the plans he lias sent into his Excellency the Mushir are likely to be of the 
greatest use in future oiierations. 

(Signed) KOR 8 HID, General of Brigade , 

(Seal.) Chief of the Staff of the Army of Anatolia. 


From Colonel Atwell Lake, CB. 

Having been favoured with an inspection of several plans drawn by Major n. A. 
Leveson, late of the Imperial Ottoman array, showing the country in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Kars, and tho route of Omer Pasha in Mingrelia, &c., 1 have much pleasure in 
stating my opinion that they an* execut'd with great care and neatness, bearing 
evidence of being the work or one conversant with the art of military drawing. 

Junior United Service Club, October 5. 1857. 

(Signed) ATWELL LAKE, A. D. C., Colonel Unattached. 


Lieutenant-General Cannon (Behram Pasha). 

Kensington Garden Terrace , Hyde Park, August 18. 1857. 
To my knowledge Major Leveson served with the Ottoman troops in the Crimea in 
1864 and 1866, and 1 have good reason to know that the different Conunanders received 
from him very able and useful services during that eventful period. 

Major Leveson is an active and intelligent officer, and has a knowledge of the 
'Turkish language. 

(Signed) R. CANNON, Lieutenant-General. 


(No. 1.) 

Certificate from ike Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 

Government House, Lagos, February 9, 1864. 
This is Uj vertify that l, Henry Stanhope Freeman, in my official capacity of 
Governor and Commander-in-chief of the Settlement of Lagos and its Dependencies, 
did, on the 17th of February’, 1863, order the Colonial Secretary, Major Henry 
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Astbury Leveson, to proceed to Ep£ in command of a party of armed Hansons upon a 
duty in the actual performance of which he was wounded by a gun-shot wound in the 
head. 

I was obliged by force of circumstances to order Mqjor Leveson on this service, as 
there was only one Executive officer in the detachment of the 2nd West India Regi¬ 
ment then stationed at Lagos, and I consequently had no one else to place in command 
of the force engaged in this service. 

I also certify that Major Leveson was wounded whilst gallantly performing his 
duty, and I have every reason to be satisfied with his conduct on the occasion. 

( 8 igned) H. S. FREEMAN, Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 


(No. 2.) 

Certificate from the Governor and Commander-In-Chief. 

I hereby certify that Major Henry Asthurv Leveson, Colonial Socretnrv of Logos, 
was severely wounded in an affair at Epl, West Coast of Africa, on the 17th of 
February, 1863, whilst in command of a party of naussas, in the execution of his 
duty. 

The wound was caused by an iron bullet, which entered below the right ear, and 
fractured the jaw, where it now remains. 

I have every reason to lx* highly satisfied with the manner in which Major Henry 
Astbury leveson, ami the party under his command, executed my orders, they having 
successfully repulsed a hostile force several times their numbers. 

(Signed) UY. STANHOPE FREEMAN, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 


(No. 3.) 

Certificate from the Governor and Comm and er-in - Chief, 8 fe. 

Major Leveson having been recommended to leave this Colony by a Board of 
medical officers, on account of continued ill health occasioned by a gun-shot wound he 
reoeived in the head whilst in the performance of his duty in tin* public service, I 
hereby certify that I have hail every reason to In? sntisfhil with the manner in which liis 
duties as Colonial 8 <*cretary of this Colony Irnve b<?en carried on, he having at all times 
discharged them with zeal and efficiency; moreover, lie has at all times cheerfully 
given me effective aid and assistance whenever it lias been required on the public 
sendee in affairs not appertaining to his office as Colonial Secretary. 

(Signed) H. 8 . FREEMAN, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Lagos ana its Dependencies . 


(No. 4.) 

FYom the Right Hon. Chichester Fortesrue to Major Leveson. 

8 i*» Dovmng Street , April 26, 1864. 

I am directed by Mr. Secretary Cardwell to acknowledge the receipt of your letters 
of the 6 th and 7th instant (reports notifying arrival in England upon medical certifi¬ 
cate), and to acquaint you that, on account of your continued ill health, it is with 
great regret that lie feels compelled, from a sense of public duty, to relieve you from 
the office of Colonial Secretary of Lagos. 

Mr. Cardwell desires me to state that he will not object to your receiving the half- 
salary of that office from the date at which you left Lagos until the day on which your 
successor may embark for the Colony. 

I am, Ac. 

Mqjor Leveson. (Signed) C. FORTESCUE. 


8 P 
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(No. 5.) 

Proceedings of a Medical Survey , No. 1. 

In compliance with an order from hi* Excellency Governor Freeman, we, the 
Underpinned, hereby certify that we have held a medical survey on Major Henry Astbury 
Leveson, Colonial Secretary and find him suffering from a gun-shot wound behind the 
ascending ramus of the lower jaw on the right side, with a comminuted fracture of the 
jaw near its angle. There is considerable inflammation and cedema of the fauces, with 
constant salivary discharge, which prevents his assuming the horizontal position or 
sleeping for mow than a few minutes at a time. 

As his health is suffering from the constant irritation of the wound, from which 
the ball has not vet been extracted, and the want of regular rest, we consider his 
immediate removal to a more healthy climate necessary for the re-establishment of his 
health. 

We, therefore, recommend him nine months’ leave of absence for that purpose. 

(Signed) IIENIIY KALES, R.N., Colonial Surgeon, President. 

ALLAN N. FOX. M.A.ti-A.S. 1 . 

JOHN G. CRUICKSHANK, Assistant Surgeon, R. N.J* 

Approved and confirmed. 

(Signed) U. Stanhope Freeman, Governor. 


Members. 


(No. 6.) 

Proceedings of a Medical Survey , No. 2. 

The Undersigned certify that since Major Leveson’« arrival in JAgos, January 21, 
1804, he has suffered from an attack of bilious remittent fever, with congestion of the 
brain. 

After a most careful examination of his lower jaw, which was fractured by a gun¬ 
shot, we fail to discover the presence of any foreign body, but, from the severe nature 
of the injury, the lower jaw is dru m so much to the right side that the teeth of the 
upper and lower iaws do not correspond by at least hall-an-inch; in addition to this 
a sliari) spicule of bone projects into the mouth, and will, Indore long, come away. 

The effect of this displacement is to render mastication very imj>erfect, and, as an 
operation will most likely be required, we think that he is unfit to remain longer at 
present at Lagos, and therefore recommend his return to England. 

(Signed) HENRY EALE8, Colonial Surgeon. 

SAMUEL ROWE, Assistant Surgeon, Army Medical Staff. 

(No. 7.) 

Medical Certificate, No. 1. 

16, George Street , Hanover Square, Mag 1*2, 1865. 

I hereby certify that Major Henry Astbury Leveson lias been under my care on 
account of a very severe wound caused by a gun-shot w hich entered the head just below 
the right ear, and fractured the lower jaw. 

On the 29th April, 1863, I removed the last two molar teeth at the injured part, 
and several fragments of bone. Since the wound lias healed the jaw' has Iieen drawn 
to one side, to such nil extent, that the teeth alnive und below do not correspond, and 
Major Leveson is put to groat inconvenience in consequence, llis powers of mastica¬ 
tion are considerably interfered with, and he must sutler more or less in this way during 
the rest of his life. 

The wound has been a very severe one, and extremely hazardous to life. 

(Signed) * WM. FERGUSSON, 
Professor of Surgery in King's College, fyc. 
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(No. 8.) 

Medical Certificate , No. 2. 

Parii^ Mai 19. 

Je viens d’examiner fort attentivement M. le Major Henry Astbury Leveson, 
qui est venu me consul ter pour lea suites d’une Measure grave par arme A feu; j’ai 
roconnu les trous £videntes d’une fracture par halle de l’os maxillo iufrrieur. 

Je suis port£ A croire que la projectile n’est pas sorti de la place, cepondAnt depuis 
la demidre operation pratique' par mon honorable confrere M. Fergusson, l’dtat de 
M. le Major s’est notab lenient amende. 

(Sign*) NELATON. 


(No. 9.) 

Medical Certificate, No. 3. , 

13, Piccadilly , London. August 3, 1864. 

I hereby certify that I have this day examine! Major H. A. Leveson, who is 
suffering from the effects of a gun-shot which has sliattcrod the low’er jaw. 1 find that 
the position of the Iowot jaw is so changed by the extensive loss of bone and the severe 
injuries the muscles Iiave received, that the teeth do not meet, consequently mastication 
is rendered almost impossible. 

(Signed) MURRAY DAVIS, LJ).S. t R.C.S. Eng. 


(No. 10.) 

Medical Certificate , No. 4. 

I hereby certify that Major Leveson has been under my eare since the 6th of 
December, 1863. 

Part of the under maxilla is under process of elimination, and will probably take 
about two or throe months to lie ready for an operation. 

(Signed) G. 11. BRANDT, M.D. 


(No. 11.) 

An Ordinance enacting that Compensation be granted to Major Henry Astbury Leveson, 

Colonial Secretary, for a Wound received at Epif, whilst in the performance of his 

Duties in the Public Service. 

Logos, West Coast of Africa. 

In the twenty-seventh year of the Reign of Her Majesty (lueen Victoria. 

Henry Stanhope Freeman, Governor and Commander-iu-Chief, and Vice-Admiral. 

At aCouucil held on the fourth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hiindml and sixty-throe. 

An Ordinance enacting that compensation Is* made to Major Henry Astlmry Leveson, 
Colonial 8«*eretary of Lagos, he having l>een severely wounded at Ep* on the 17th day 
of February, 1863, whilst in the performance of his public duties. 

Whereas it is expedient that a fit compensation should In* made to Major Henry 
Astbury Leveson, Colonial Secretary of Lagos, who, whilst at Ep* in the |>erfomiance 
of his public duties, was so severely wounded, that in the opinion of the medical 
officers of this Colony, he will feel the ill effects to the end of bis life. The said 
wound was caused by an iron bullet, which, entering the head just below the right 
car, fractured the lower jaw, shattered the roots of his teeth, and still remains imbedded 
in the bone. 

Be it therefore enacted by his Excellency Henry StanhojH* Freeman, the Governor 
of Lagos, with the advice and consent of the Executive Council of Government, that 
Major Henry Astbury Leveson, Colonial Secretary of Logos, do receive from the 















Colonial Cheat one year 1 s extra pay, or 600/. sterling, as a compensation for the injuries 
he lias received whilst in the performance of his duties in the public service. 

(Signed) H. STANHOPE FREEMAN, Governor. 

(No. 12.) 

From the Private Secretary of the Duke of Newcastle to Major Leveson. 

®* r * April 23. 

I am directed by the Duke of Newcastle to express his great regret for the severe 
wound from which you are suffering, and for the loss which in the meantime the Colony 
of Lagos will sustain in your absence. 

I am, Ac. 

Major Ixsveaon, Ac. (8igned) G. D. ENGLEIIEART. 

» ___ 

(No. 13.) 

From the Under Secretary of State for the Colonies to Major Leveson. 

Downing Street, April 30. 

In answer to your letter of the 21st instant, I am directed by the Duke of 
Newcastle to acquaint you that he greatly laments the severe wound which you 
have received in the public service in the coast of Africa. His Grace readily 
confirms the nine months, leave of absence which have been grant<*d you by the 
Governor of Lagos. 

I am, Ac. 

Major Leveson, Ac. (Signed) ‘ ELLIOT. 


Governor Freeman to the Duke of Newcastle. 

My Lord Duke, Got'ernment House, Lagos. February 26, 1863. 

In many of my despatches I have pointed out to your Groce the little res|s*ct which 
the English name commands at present in these parts, and my fears that the contempt 
which the natives have for our power ashore, would lead us, sooner or later, into a conflict 
with them. My worst anticipations have been fulfilled ; for the jicoplc of Kj»e, a town on 
the Lagoon, where Her Majesty’s ship “ Investigator,” can run in within twenty vards 
of the shore, have openly defied us, and compelled me to bum the place. 

In my despatch No. 11, of two-day’s, I reported to your Grace that I had sent the 
Colonial Secretary to Palma, and thence to Ej»d, to settle ail questions pending lietween 
Possoo and this Government. 

Intelligence reached me on the 13th ultimo that the women and all valuable goods 
had been sent aw r ay from the town of Ejx*, and that Possoo and his men were arming 
themselves for a fight, though as yet I had had no communication with him. I there¬ 
upon determined to visit Epd myself in Her Majesty’s ship “ Iuvestigator,” not 
considering it safe to trust the Colonial Secretary there with the small force he had for 
his protection. 

I therefore made an application to Lieutenant Commander Lcfrov, commanding 
Her Majesty's ship “ Investigator,” to take me to Bpt, and I started on the morning of 
the 14th instant. 

About 4 m., on nearing Ep4, we were hailed from the beach side of the Lagoon, 
which is logos territory, and here we found the Colonial Secretary with his followers. 
On their coming on Imard, we learned that they had been at Ep*. but in consequence 
of the threatening attitude assumed by Possoo and his followers, Major Leveson had 
deemed it prudent to retire across the river to a farm belonging to the Chief Tapa on 
British territory. 

On reaching Ep 4 the same afternoon, the Colonial 8ecretarv, with his men, went 
ashore and established themselves at Tapa’s house, close by the landing place, the space 
on board the ship being too confined. 

The same evening I sent to Possoo to come off mfl see me on the following 
morning, in <mler that we might settle ail questions pending between us, among which 
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was one of a Lagos Government canoe, on watch at night for slaves, having been 
attacked, and the men obliged to swim ashore for their lives. The next day I received 
a distinct refusal from Possoo to come on board; and as I hail sent him my Colonial 
8ecretaiy, the chief officer next to myself in this Government, I did not think it proper 
to go and visit him myself until he had been on Iniard to see me. 

The whole day and the following Monday were spent in attempts at negotiations 
between the Colonial Secretary and Possoo; and at last the latter made use of the 
expression, “ the Frenchmen at Palma have deceived me, and the best tiling I can do 
is to go and see the Governor, and do whatever he wants.” 

Soon after, however, the French Mercantile Agents from Palma and Leckie, and 
the Agents of the Hamburgh firm at the former place, arrived. What their communi¬ 
cations with Possoo were, I cannot lx* certain; but the same evening I received another 
message, saying, Possoo had made up his mind not to come and treat with me. 

Subsequently also, I heard from various parties that he had been told not to be 
afraid, as a French ship of war was expected hourly at Palma. 

We ascertained Hint during the whole night Possoo was making preparations for 
defence, and it was reported that he had alxmt 100 men with him. Two shots were 
fired during the night over the house occupied by the Colonial Secretary, which, how¬ 
ever, he had rendered capable of defence, it the people had attacked him. 

Wishing to avoid hostilities, I determined to send once more to persuade Possoo to 
come to terms; and I therefore n*quested Lieutenant Commander Lefroy to proceed 
with the Colonial Secretary to communicate with that Chief, but to take an armed jwirty 
with them for their protection. 

After they had started, I received a message that Possoo had many more men with 
him than we had expected, and tliat there was also a party of several hundred in the 
wood on the opposite side of the town to Possoo’s house. I wns therefore requested 
by Lieutenant Lefroy, in ease I hoard firing, which would he a sign they were nttackcd, 
to order the officer left in command to throw some shells into this wood, to prevent the 
retreat of our party l>eing cut off. 

The party, on approaching Possoo’s house found, to their astonishment, that it was 
defended by several hundred armed men ; and just as IJeutenant Commander Lefroy and 
his party, consisting of three officers and eleven white men, arrived on a small plot of open 
ground, a heavy fire of musketry was opened upon them, which was promptly returned, 
wrhen the enemy retreated. Lieutenant Commander Lefroy deemed it advisable to 
retire before the large force opposed to him eould rally again, there being nothing but 
thick bush all around. 

Major Leveson, who with his party of lloussas, formed in skirmishing order, wns 
making his way through a patch of thick bush on Commander Lefroy’i right, now 
advanced, and attacked the enemy in (lank. A sharp fusillade was exchanged at clow* 
quarters for a few minutes, when Possoo’s party wavered, and then retired into the 
bush, from whence they contented themselves with firing two small iron guns, mounted 
on large logs of wood, which occasioned no loss. 

Finding tliat the enemy were in overpowering force, Major Leveson quietly with¬ 
drew bis men, and without further molestation, joined Lieutenant Commander Lefroy's 
party, who, hearing the firing, was advancing to his aid. 

The embarkation w'as effected w ithout any further annoyance from the enemy, 
Lieutenant Commander Lefroy lieing the last man to get into the boats. 

Although the loss of Possoo’s party was severe, ours was comparatively small; 
Major Leveson only being severely wounded, and one marine slightly ; also one Houssa 
was killed, and three w’ounded. 

Major Leveson’s wound was just under the right ear, the bullet (an iron one), 
penetrating into the jaw, which was fractured ; and it appeared so serious, that I imme¬ 
diately sent him down to Lagos in a canoe. 

I then requested Lieutenant Lefroy to shell the town, which was accordingly done. 
A small part caught fire, and burnt during the night; and the next morning, our flag of 
truce not being answered from the shore, some men were landed under cover of the 
guns, to fire the rest of the town. Three parties had to land before this purpose was 
effectually accomplished, the fin's going out after burning down a few houses. At last, 
however, the fire took at the top of the bill, and was not extinguished till the whole 
town was burnt. I then loft, and on my way down to Lagos, stopp'd and burnt Egine 
market, which, though only a few empty sheds where the people meet on market days, 
is an important place of trade for the people of Epd. 

I give the greatest credit to Major Leveson and Lieutenant Lefroy, for their 
behaviour during the whole affair. They made every effort to avoid a collision, and 
[73] 8 Q 
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when they were attacked, must have behaved most gallantly. When we heard from the 
ship the volleys fired ashore, no one expected even half the party to return safe; and 
yet the only casualties were those above-mentioned. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY STANHOPE FREEMAN. 


No. SOL 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Parker Snow. 

^* r » Foreign Office, September 2, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th 
instant, stating that you wished to recommend a veterinary surgeon to purchase mules for 
the use of the expedition to Abyssinia; and I am to inform you that your letter should be 
addressed to the War Office. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 805. 

Consul Sir R. Daly ell to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 3.) 

(Separate. Confidential.) 

My ^ Rustchuk, August 24, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship note of a conversation with 
M. Lejean, lately French Consul in Abyssinia. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) R. A. O. DALYELL. 

1**®*—A® 1 have not obtained M. Lejcan’s consent to the publication of the inclosed 
paper, I would request thut it may be considered confidential. 

R. A. O. D. 


Inclosure in No. 805. 

Note of Conversation with M. Lejean, formerly French Consul in Abyssinia , and author of 
an Article in “ Revue des Deux Mondes ,” on that Country. 

(Confidential.) 

M. LEJEAN has come here with the intention of travelling in Bulgaria. He came 
to see me to-day, and I think your Lordship may desire to have a summary' of what he 
told me in regard to Abyssinia. 

I did not. exactly gather from him when or how he had left Abyssinia. He was 
imprisoned for twenty-four hours by Theodorus; and he told me that he had travelled 
through a great part of the country; stating, however, that his knowledge in many points 
ought to he considered inferior to that of Dr. Bcke, who spoke Abvssinian, which 
M. Lejean docs not. 

1 asked M. Lejean what he thought of the late telegram, viz., that Theodorus and 
the prisoners were separated, and that “there was no danger of their falling into his hands 
again.” He said that he had no doubt that Theodorus might be teni|>orarily separated 
from his communications with the fortress of Magdala, where the prisoners are confined; 
but that Magdala (where M. Lejean had been) was impregnable by the insurgents, and 
l»eing always well provisioned, could not be reduced by famine. He said that in Abyssinia 
there are, from the geographical conformation of the country, many small detached 
plateaux (“ amba ”), surrounded by steep, escarped rocks, and, generally, communicating 
with the surrounding country by a narrow pathway, which Theodorus has converted into 
fortresses, and that Magdala is one of these. He thinks, however, that if Theodorus is cut 
oft from the prisoners, it may he advantageous to them in this respect, viz., that any order 
by Theodorus to put them to death may be intercepted. He considers, however, that any 
such order would be undoubtedly obeyed at Magdala bv Theodoras 1 officers if it passed 
the insurgents’ lines. 
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He said that he understood the following to be the incidents of Mr. Cameron’s second 
imprisonment, viz., that after Theodorus had told Mr. Cameron that he would set him 
free, he invited him to dine with him; that Mr. Cameron refused the invitation, and 
attempted arrangements to fly the country towards the Egyptian frontier: which came to 
the knowledge of Theodoras’ who was greatly irritated in consequence, and re-imprisoned 
Mr. Cameron. 

M. Lejean said that he believed the real cause of Theodoras’ first ill-feeling towards 
Mr. Cameron had nothing to do with Queen’s letter, Ac., but arose from the withdrawal of 
British protection from the Monastery at Jerusalem, and Abyssinians who had been up to 
that time protected by Her Majesty’s Consulate at Jerusalem. 

M. Lejean described to me the two Missions existing in Abyssinia: one for the 
conversion of Jews, as comparatively honest, but making no converts; the other, employed 
by a religious society at Basle, as having throughout instigated 'Theodoras against the 
prisoners, through jealousy of the establishment of other Europeans in the country. The 
Germans of this Mission have, according to M. Lejean’s account, long ago given up the 
pretext of attempting to convert the Abyssinian Christians to Protestantism, and employ 
themselves in trading speculations. 

M. lejean did not seem to consider the difficulties of an expedition insurmountable. 
He says that the difficulty is in reaching the table-land from the Red Sea; but that those 
districts being held by Chiefs in revolt against Theodorus, the inhabitants would probably, 
particularly if supplies are paid for, give assistance. He considers that the employment of 
any but Christian troops would be unadvisable, as such a proceeding would be considered 
a religious invasion, and then would probably be at once a coalition between the insurgent 
Chiefs and Theodoras. He does not consider the climate and country unfavourable to the 
employment of European troops, if the rainy season be avoided; describing the climate as 
temperate, snow rarely, but sometimes frost; the country os affording plenty of provisions, 
forage, and water. 

M. Lejean says the Abyssinian army are pretty well supplied with cannon and 
mortars, but that their muskets are old percussion muskets; that the population is 
naturally brave; the military discipline established by Theodorus stringent; that a 
portion'of the army are, however, disaffected by the cruelty and mad proceedings of 
Theodoras. 

M. Lejean gave me many curious details as to the country; but as your Lordship no 
doubt has them from other sources, I do not enlarge on them. 

Briefly, he described Theodorus as a cruel, capricious, vindictive, but intelligent 
despot, who had established a very considerable degree of order, and as popular generally 
with his troops and with the peasantry, but not with the minor nobility. He permits his 
army, when at war, to pillage right and left; but M. Lejean states that otherwise 
brigandage scarcely exists, and that there is a strict and effective police. 

He said that the population possessed many good qualities, though they are cruel and 
sanguinary; that he would say that they bear, in many respects, a certain analogy, in their 
independence and simplicity of living, to the Servians, and that (I quote his words) he 
considered them “infinitely superior to any Christian population of'Turkey Proper.” 

He says there is little poverty in the country ; no great luxury ; much dissolution of 
manners; a class of courtesans, frequently w idows of officers, and who exercise almost the 
influence of the Athenian Hctoerne. 

I have no previous knowledge of M. Lejean. but I should add that he spoke very 
feelingly in regard to the prisoners, and that he seemed to consider that any rivalry between 
England and France in Abyssinia was much misplaced, and would only produce there an 
unfavourable impression of both the Western Powers. 

(Signed) R. A. O. DALYELL. 

Rustchuck, August 24, 1867. 


No. 806. 

Mr. Hammond tj Lord Clinton .* 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 3, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 13th ultimo, I am directed by Lord Stanley to 
transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the Secretary of State for India, a copy of a 
telegram received this day from the Acting British Consul-General in Egypt,! reporting 

• A similar letter was addressed to the War Office. f No. 797. 
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to Ab'j^" 8 * ^ tb * ViCe ” y ° f with reference “> ‘be proposed expedition 

I am, 8cc. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 807. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir 

.’ WITH reference to the letter from this office ^Te ukff ^Ji^/ihe 

coinage best adapted for circulation in Abyssinia, I am directed by Lord Sunleyto request 
that you will inform the Secretary of State for India that Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 

ThJrnuibj**.. re ^ >or | e ^. that . lt “'fiftt be possible to collect, in a week, 3,000 or 4,000 Maria 
lieresa dollars, at the price of 2 fionns 62 kreutzers, Austrian currency, per dollar, 
im Imperial Mint would undertake to coin and deliver anv amount nf thna» i n 
the extent of 200,000 .week, if the .leer were .up^^^wlil^S 

win Zn&Xm tat?* “ by t,,e next racssensw from Vienn *- " b ° 

lam aim to inclose, for Sir Stafford Northcote’. information, a conv of a 
V^L.t‘ 9 9UbjeCt " l,ICh h “ lWen reCei '°' 1 fr ° m ,he Actin « Bril,sh Consul-General at 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 808. 

Mr. Larking to Mr. Hammond .— (Received September 3.) 

y RFFFHRfVn f . T&e Fire, Lee , Kent , September 3, 1867. 

Nubar l»Mhi R NG l ° my Cfln T l, ° n W,th > ou >’ e8terda y reference to a letter from 

Ll Trent Iv oblLTif y0U ’ aCCOrd ‘ n 8 to . y°“ r desire ’ extract from the same, and shall 
eel gr* at ly obliged it you can give me the information required. 

mnnklii* ° bject for th ‘ 8 information is, that, by direct communication 

much delay, consequent upon the Viceroy's absence from Egypt, may be avoided 

remain, W &c. Ca * ** ° ffiC ° thU in ho^^f reviving an answer, and 

(Signed) JOHN W. LARKING. 


Inclosure in No. 808. 

Nub or Pasha to Mr. Larkina. 

(Extract.) 

Ion “P^on d'Abrssinie art dfcidfc. Anderson m'» mime dit que 

on s adressait A la t ompagnie Orientale pour avoir des transports. 

~ 5mks4z£*” . 

II faudrait vous informer d’une manure certaine et me le faire savoir promote ment 
Je vous en pne ne ne n^ghgez pas cette information, 
e plus les joumaux parlent de 5,000 chameux que le Viceroi doit fournir 
n n en a pas parte au Viceroi. Quelle est la verite 4 ce sujet ? 

Mais surtout renseignez moi sur le lieu de dlbarquement. 


• No. 740. 


f No. 796. 
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No. 809. 

Memorandum. 

MR. READE was instructed, on the 19th of August,* to ask the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment for permission to pass through the Egyptian territory, and for facilities for the 
officers going to Massowah to make arrangements for purchase of supplies and means of 
land transport. 

A telegram has been received from him to-day, saying that permission has been 
granted for passage of expedition. Egyptian officers will be immediately sent to Massowah 
to ensure facilities, and Pasha of Egypt’s ships of war in Red Sea are placed, in case of 
need, at disposal of Her Majesty’s Government. 

Mr. Reade has since been instructed to ask for facilities at Suez and Alexandria in 
regard to dep&t for mules to be purchased and sent through Egypt; and also for permission 
to lay down telegraph between Souakin and Massowah. 

I can hear nothing of 5,000 camels; and I cannot sav whether it is settled that the 
expedition is to land at Massowah. 

„ . (Signed) E. HAMMOND. 

Foreign Office, September 3, 1867. 


No. 810. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale. 

®* p » Foreign Office , September 3, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you the accompanying letter from a 
Mr. Gibson, offering his services as interpreter, and to assist in laying down telegraphs for 
the use of the expedition to Abyssinia. 

Mr. Gibson has been informed that his letter has been forwarded to the India Office. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 810*. 

Mr. Hamilton to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 4.) 

Treasury Chambers, Whitehall, September 3, 1867. 

IN reply to Lord Stanley’s letter of the 27th instant, I am commanded by the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you that the Paymaster-General has 
been authorized to pay to Mr. F. B. Alston, Chief Clerk of the Foreign Office, the sum of 
1,000/. for expenses connected with the Abyssinian captives. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GEO. A. HAMILTON. 


Minute. 

State of the Account of Expenses connected with the Abyssinian Captives. 

£ #. d. 

Eipenditure .. .. .. .. ., .. „ 7,382 12 1 

Receipts .. .. ». .. .. .. .. 6,846 15 6 


Overdrawn .. .. .. . .. .. 535 16 7 

Wanted, 1,000/. 

Foreign Office. August 27, 1867. F. B. ALSTON. 


Received and lodged at Drummonds, September 4, 1867. 


8 R 
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No. 811. 

Mr. Xenos to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 4.) 

Mr Lord, 139 and 140, Gresham House, September 3, 1867 

LAST week I addressed a letter to you, and as I have no reply I venture to inclose a 
copy of same. 

Apologising for the liberty, I remain, Ac. ARISTIDES XEN08. 


Minute. 

He should address his application to the War Department. 


E.H. 


Inelosure in No. 811. 


Mr. Xenos to Lord Stanley. 


My Lord, 139 and 140, Gresham House, September 3, 1867. 

1 UNDERSTAND several officers and veterinary surgeons are about going to the 
East for the purchase of mules and cattle; as I know well the Greek, Turkish, Italian, 
French, Spanish, and Englishl anguages, l shall be glad to go out with them as interpreter, 
being a native of Smyrna (my father being twenty-five years Consul-General of Greece), I 
know the country well, and can save the officers much trouble and cheating. I can refer 
you to Sir Peter Braila. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) ARISTIDES XENOS. 


No. 812. 

Mr. Sloate to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 4.) 

Si r> 5, Marlborough Place, Kenningtou , September 2, 1867. 

I WISH to join the expedition now forming to proceed to Abyssinia ; can I do so as 
a volunteer V and if so, how are volunteers distinguished from regular troops, and what 
are the conditions ? 

If I cannot join thus, can l in any wav ? 

Begging the favour of a reply to this, I am, &c. 

(Signed) RICHD. WIGAN STOATE. 


Minute. 

Must apply to War Department 


E. H. 


No. 813. 

Acting Consul-General Reade to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 4.) 


(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, September 4, 1867. 

PERMISSION to lay down telegraph between Souakin and Massowah is granted by 
Viceroy to British. 



No. 814. 


Lord Stanley to Mr. Barron. 


(Telegraphic) foreign Office, September 4, 1867. 

TELEGRAM dated yesterday from Constantinople says, that the British Embassy 
has received news of the release of the Abyssinian captives, at the intercession of the 
Armenian Patriarch. Have you received such news, and if so, why have you not sent it 
on ? Send immediately full account by telegraph of what has reached you. 


No. 815. 


Mr. Hammond to Acting Consul- General Reade . 


(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 4. 1867. 

HAVE you received a report of the release of the Abyssinian prisoners at the inter¬ 
cession of Armenian Patriarch ? There is a report from Constantinople to that effect. 


No. 816. 


Minute. 


You had better at once thank for offer, and say will not trouble him. 

E. HAMMOND. 


Mr. Trotter to Lord Stanley .— (Received September 5.) 


My Lord, 12, Joll's Cottages, Slorice Town, Devonport , September 6, 1857, 

I BEG once more to encroach upon your Lordship's valuable time to acquaint 
you that the result of your Lordship’s kind recommendation to Mr. Romanic was, as I 
anticipated respecting my employment, and for which I have already had the honour 
to thank your Lordship; and, although it is not so remunerative to me as my previous 
engagement, still my gratitude to your Lordship is equally great and unbounded, my 
humble position precludes the probability of my being uhle to show it other than 
by expressions. 

I would further tempt your Iiordship’s goodness by remarking (hat the public 
newspapers sjx'ak of a party of officers lieing about to proceed to Spain for the purpose 
of purchasing mules for the intended expedition against Abyssinia, it np]>cnrN to mo 
protiable that those officers may be strangers to Spain and its language, if so, 
interpreters wnll lie an indispensable appendage to the party. 

If, with the intimate knowledge L posses# of the country in general, people, and 
language, your Lordship should further honour by judging me tit, I would gladly 
acconqiany them in that capacity after having obtained leave of absence at this 
dockyard. 

May God preserve your Lordship many years. 

Y'ours, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS TROTTER. 


No. 817. 


Major Levtson to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 5.) 


My Lord, 3, Victoria Square, Belgravia, September 4, 1867. 

ON the 2nd instant* I had the honour to bring to your notice the desirability of 
raising a native auxiliary force from amongst the tribes hostile to Theodorus. 1 now 
propose entering into further particulars as to the practicability of the scheme, the best 


• No. 803. 











_ . . . Ei/EortAiu. 

Cutnm:saio»r<1 Officer*— 

Com mu doner commanding 

Winjr officers—Aasisunt ComroUfiouers ., „ 

8i»<T Olwr ,. 4 "* * 

Asvisunt-Sorgeon 

Non-rommusioned »erje*nts .. . ’’ ** 

Hospital attendants .. .. ' ** ** " ** 

• • • • • • J 


Non -comm iaaioned 

PrirtlM 

Druramrra 


Native*, 


" - • * • 

„,«! bPSt . arms , an irrotrular cor P B of th “ description would be old 
regulation ravaliy carbines (either «mooth bore or rifle), of which there arc some 

thousand* in store, and machetes, or native cutlasses, which also serve verv well for 
cutting a way through thick bush, or road-making. try LU for 

ammunition* ** P ° Urh ‘‘ 8 a ” 5 rf ‘ < l uiml * but a waterproof haversack serves for carrying 

Uniform none required save a red woollen c*ap as a distinguishing badge - a nair 
of bbc cotton lame short drawers reaching to the knee and fastening mumHhe JSrt 
with a c loth; a dark grey or brown blanket for the privates, and red for the non¬ 
commissioned. about 6$ fret long by H feet broad to roll up and fasten with strara- 
and a tin water canteen is all the kit required. P * 

The other stores and equipment required would be 


Kcvoheti for Europeans 
Swords for European* 
Carbiue* .. ,, 

Marhtnps . 

Haversacks 
Red blankets 
(irry blanket* 

Short drawers 
Airs 

Native spades 

Large saws 

Small saws 

Hick -hips 

Sailoi»’ knives 

Tin water canteens .. 

Hocket filters for European* 


Equipment. 


• ^ --l propose that privates receive one peck of rice per diem ns rations and the 
equivalent ol 1#. per diem to find themselves in everything else. 

The non commissioned officers to get double that amount 

Guides.—From the most intelligent men who know the eountrv I would form a 
company o guides or scouts for reconnoitring, or secret service purposes, whilst the 
rtst would he employed in convoy duty, foraging, cutting reads, digging wells fi n din«> 
water, and m maintaining communications in the low unhealthy eountrv where feve? 
would decimate regular troop* not accustomed to the climate. * In the beds of riven 
water may be found m considerable quantities bv digging, and I propose* that these 
men should act ns pioneers before the advance of the troop. They w-ouhTIvnder -rrat 
services if they only managed to supply the force with water. 

Should my project Is* entertained I would stari for Abyssinia at once, and bv the 
time the Bombay division landed, I would have the nucleus of an efficient corps raised 
and also have picked up much information about the country, its capabilities for 
furnishing forage and supplies, as well as some estimate of the forces of KmgTheodorus 

1 shouhl ,ke to select my own officers, as I could work letter with men whose 
capabilities I know than with strangers. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) H. A. LEVE80N, Major , 

Late Colonial Secretary of Logos, West Africa. 


Minute. 


Answered and referred him to India Office, September 5, 1867. 



Mr. Howell to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 5.) 

8ir, 121, Bishopsqate Street , September 4, 1867. 

I BEG most respectfully to ask the favour of Wing informed if there is any 
possibility of obtaining employment (temporary or otherwise), in connexion with the 
expedition to Abyssinia, in any capacity, if so, to whom would application have to 
be made ? 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) ALFRED HOWELL. 


Minute. 


Answered and referred to India Office, September 3,1867 


Mr. Murray to Mr. Trotter. 

Sir, Foreign Office , September 5, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th 
instant, offering your services as interpreter to the officers who are about to proceed to 
Spain to purchase mules for the projected Abyssinian expedition ; and 1 am to thunk you 
for this offer, of which, however, his Lordship cannot avail himself. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


Mr. Murray to Mr. Hadfield. 

8ir, Foreign Office, September 5, 1867. 

1 AM directed bv Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3rd 
instant, and in thanking you for the suggestions therein contained for supplying the 
projected Abyssinian expedition with pure water, 1 am to inform you that they will be 
communicated to the India Office, which Department has the management of all matters 
connected with the expedition in question. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


Mr. Murray to Lord Clinton. 

8ir, Foreign Office, September 5, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the 
Secretary of State for India in Council, a letter from Mr. Samuel Hadfield, containing 
suggestions for providing pure water in Abyssinia for the use of the expedition. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 
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Na 822. 

Z * * 

Mr - Hammond to Mr. MerwaJe. 

Sir. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to * tat* Foreign Office, September 5. 1867 

of State for India in Council that a ^ I 0 ** f ° L r 1 ,e ,nform »ri’on of the Secretary 

£ e ^ B u Hti#h ( *r v hw be » 

izzs —»StA": 

I am, &c. 

__ (Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 823. 

*** CmmU0 ™' 1 *"» '• Lord Stanlry.-iR ecnvtd S»„emtar 5) 
(Telegraphic.) J 

MULES scarce; exportation prohibited FW k 'T*™* September 5, 1867. 
Government will permit exportation^ 100 to h* a IT'T' ,n de#eI *nce to British 
allow , t . Notice, given throughout ° f ~ 


No. 824. 

Mr. Hammond to Urd Clinton 
Sir, 

1 AM directed bv Lord Stanley to tmn«mi* * Forei 9* Office, September 5, 1867 
Secretary of State for India in Conned a <I>dv o7 . ? F* h , ere "; ith - to I* laid before the 
from the Acting British Consul-General at Tunh • r f j eg,uplj, <' de *patch received this day 
Regency, for the use of the project. • Abj Jnian ex^a^ PUrChlUie °' mules 10 th * 

I am, &c. 

-____ (Signed) £. HAMMOND. 


No. 825. 

*■ / Crmpt0n “ W ®™%-(R««eed J.) 

Government to buy mules for the Abyssiman ex^iti on ™ b} ' Her 


(Telegraphic.) 
THE Six 


No. 826. 

^ Murray. (Received Saptamiar 

Sir, 

GN the receipt of your letter of the ojei, „u. . . * -Srptemfer 3, 1867. 

ment were desirous of knowing to what eltont ft ?***** ^at Her Majesty's Govern- 
and at what cost, I at once applied both t n [ Mar,d J 1lere8 f dollars were to be obtained 
State for Foreign Affaire, and to Messrs Rf»th«^h^ Me y»enb«ig, the Under-Secretary of 
city, for the required information. hl d ’ one of lhe heading bankers of this 

the information which Th*J? and P I > ° D ^ . ,St instant ’ the substance of 

Messrs. Rothschild on the subj^. ^ 1 D ° W inc,ose a “>P7 of a letter from 

to deliver thim^re^Hhe rI t rof‘^«, C ° in T a ™° UDl of these dollars, and 
payments in gold, and the silver i tteif * ** DOt ’ h °—*> ^pt 


No. 823. 


I i 


7H 


The Maria Theresa dollars are much used in the Levant, but art rarely seen in circu- 
lanon in Austria. They are, therefore, only coined for exportation, and are made only at 
required for that purpose. They are still struck with the date of 1780, and their value at 
present, with the agio on silver at 23 per cent, is 2 florins 61^ kreutzers, Austrian paper 
currency, or about 4#. 3d. sterling each. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) BLOOMFIELD. 


Incloeure in No. 826. 

Mesero. Rothschild to Lord Bloomfield. 

Kenne, If 81 Aodt, 1867. 

L.N r^ponse aux diverges questions de son Excellence l’Ambassadeur Britannique 
concern ant les 6c us de Marie Tber&e, j’ai I’honneur de communiquer ce cjui suit:— 

1. L’achat, pur et simple, de ces feus sur la place de Vienne ou de Trieste n’oflrirait 
que des faibies ressouroes. II pourrait bien se presenter quelques milliers de pieces, qu’on 
payerait au prix actuel de 2 florins 60 kreutzers & 2 florins 62 kreutzers valour Autricbienne, 
et qu’on pourrait ramasser peut-ftre dans le courant d’une semainc. 

2. Pour se procurer les feus sans limite de soinme, e’est-k-dire, autant qu’on en veut. 
il fuudrait se servir de la monnaie Impfriale, qui frappe les feus de Marie Therfse toujour* 
k l’effigie de 1780. 

3. La monnaie demande 2 florins 10^^ kreutzers valeur Autricbienne par pi&ce, ce 
qui s’explique parce que les feus sont frappfs sur l'ancien pied de 20 kreutzers, done avec 
la difference de 5 pour cent, ou 10 kreutzers par pifee, centre la valeur Autrichienne. 

4. Les frais de raonnavage sont de l£ pour cent. 

5. La monnaie n'acoepte pas das aoeomptes en or ; il laut paver en argent eflectif. 

Kesumant done que la pifee se paye & la monnaie 2 florins 10^ kreutzers, l’agio 

actuel de 23 pour cent fait 48 kreutzers, frais de monnayage, 3 kreutzers, result* a |>eu 
pr^s le cours du jour de 2 florins 61 £ kreutzers. 

Si le Gouvernement Britannique se trouvedaus le cas de faire des commuudes on feus 
de Marie I herese, j'ai 1 honneur de lui oflrir I’eutreini.se de rna maison, qui donnem les 
plus grands soins k I'exfcution de ses ordres. 

Per M. de Rothschild, 

(Sign<<) GOLDSMID. 


No. 827. 

Mr. Hammond to Lord Clinton .• 

Foreign Office, September 6, 1*67. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, for the information of the Secretary 
of State for India in Council, a copy of a despatch which, by the Queen’s commands, his 
Lordship has addressed to King Theodore of Abyssinia.f 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 828. 


Mr. Hammond to Sir E. Luyard. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 6, 1867. 

W Tl H reference to the inquiry which, at the request of the War Department, has 
been made at Madrid, I am directed by Lord Stanley to state to you. for the informa¬ 
tion of Secretary Sir Joha Pakington, that Sir J. Crumpton reports that the Spanish 
Government has no mules to dispose of It will not, iiowever, place any difficult) in the 

• A •imilar letter ww addrvwed to the War Department, 
t For tbia letter, aa finally aent, m*> Incloaure in No. 90. 






“" OT “* 0°-™ » W h a. ,*** 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 829. 


Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, 

WITH reference to my letter of the 3rd __ l^ reyn Office, September 6, 1867. 

tr»n»mit to you, for the information of <£"?“*• 1 aD1 dlrectc<i by Lord Stanley to 
deepatch from Her MujJy^TmlZjort vST"! ° f SUte f ° r ,ndia > a °°P* of . 
There* dollar. required for the u«e of the Aby*^’ * ^pedi^ 1 '"® ' h ' 9 “ Pply of Ma ™ 

I am, Sic. 

* ( s, £ned) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 830. 

™wtr ^ w « 

*~s kslss&s: xs rc 

Ha. not heard of the movement?th^ RUh T 40 Ab y Bsinia > and i. now at Ca re! 
Souakin for Gondar in June laT B “ bop * subsei l ue "‘<7 ,o their departure Cl 


No. 831. 


iTele, 


Mr. Barron to Urd Sta«v.-{Receiced September 6 .) 


thi. Sr h “ reaChCd me of rel — 


No. 832. 


Memorandum rent to Nererpaperr. ' 

Tim “ thin *^p '"'thi ’all^d'rel!*' rtS f . v< j* ten,a 7 Alexandria 

for Gondar in June last. •uosequently to their departure from Souakin 

horetyn Office, September 6, 1867, 11 a.m. 


No. 833. 

«, *. s,, *' ^ “ *■ **— ’■> 

deeply engaged I thought it'ho^to wmt* FO "' ,?n but “ ch «■» you were w> 

Very truly yours, j 

-_ (S « ned) J OHN W. LARKING. 


* No. 826. 
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No. 834. 

M. de Franco to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 9.) 

ECCe M PMa ’ , Palermo, 27 Agoeto, 1867. 

IL sottosentto, Giuseppe de Franco. Commissario di Guerra al ritiro. pensionista 
Italiano, domiciliato in Palermo, Vicolo de Franco No. 3, dietro il Palazzo Artale, espone 
a vostra Eccellenza che eeli trovasi intenzionato di recarsi in Abissinia per dedicarsi a 
quale he operazione commerciale comunque conosca le diflicoltk di quei luogni. 

* Ptt ° * u ’ ^ orna * e c ^ e d Govemo Inglese si propone di muover guerra 
j . n,!l n,a,on(le liberarequegh Inglesi che da pih tempo sontenuli in prigione i»er ordinc 
del He Teodoro. 

La potenza Inglese* naturalmente h sicura di riuscire nelle giuste sue esigenze per 
vincere la ostinatezza di quel Sovrano a non cedere bonariamente quei prigionieri, ma le 
forti spese da tarsi per una spedizione, gli spostamenti d’intercssi col sacrificio del sangue 
dci combattenti in un paese semiselvaggio, il cui clima non b in tutti i luoghi adatto al 
naturale Inglese, e piti ancora la probability che fosse spenta la vita ai detti prigionieri 
sul commciare delle ostilitft, farebbero forse risolvcre il Govemo Inglese a preferire 
tutt altro mezzo per conseguire I’intendo. E sebbene si sa che non si & mancato di usare 
tutti i mezzi per evitare un provvedimento energico, pure I’esponente spera che non vorra 
ncusarei un ultimo tentativo per mezzo particolare. 

Il de Franco desidera di recarsi fino a Gondar. i suoi mezzi perd sono insufficienti, 
ms egli ha hrama di amvarvi, e percid si assoggetteri a tutti gli stenti ed idle piu strette 
pnvaziom purchC si giunga. 

Se per6 avesse i mezzi per sollecitare il suo arrivo cott, egli non vi frapporrebbe 
indugio onde tentare colla sua persuasione la liberazione di quegli individui, prima che il 
Uovemo Inglese metterse in esecuzione i suoi piani di guerra. 

Quindi se vostra Eccellenza credesse nel frattempo di voler far pruovn nnche di 
questo tentativo particolare. il de Franco si solleciterebbe a partirc purchd vostra Eccel- 
lenza gli agevolasse i mezzi del viaggio, dandogli l’imbarco gratia sui portali da Palermo ad 
Alessandria, Suez, e Maaaova, e quella piccola somma che credent indupensabile per recarsi 
poi al P'« Presto da Maaaova fino a Gondar o al campo del R£ Teodoro. 

Sik che vostra Eccellenza accetti o no questo volontario proponimento del dc Franco, 
prega 1 Eccellenza vostra a dargli un riscontro anche per mezzo di questo Signor Console 
Inglese qui residcnte. 1 ° 

E con sensi de rispettosa stiina ed alta considerazione si onora, Ac. 

(Firmato) GIUSEPPE 1)E FRANCO. 


Minute. 

Query : Decline. 

J. MURRAY. 

S. 


No. 836. 

Mr. Brampton to Mr. Murray.—[Received September 9.) 

^ , nPP , r „ ,2 » PI*™- Soutksea, September 6, 1867. 

AU V BE . G ‘? ave very respectfully to state that I am one of the artizans sent out to 
Abyssinia in November last, and my health is so much impaired from the effects of the 
climate that I have been unable to obtain employment since I returned to England, having 
a wife, three children, and an aged mother depending on me for support, I am induced 
most humbly to solicit you to be pleased to grant me a compensation with an appoint¬ 
ment as engine fitter m any yard or arsenal. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN BRAMPTON. 


Minute. 

Mr. Brampton applied on August 12* for the pay due to him and for compensa- 
Q. on , * a PP eared from Colonel Merewether’s las't report that there was a sum of 
8/. 4s. 10 d. due to him, that amount was issued to him ; but it appears from Mr. Morris’s 

• No. 732. 
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letter of August 29, that he had received from Colonel Mercwether and paid to the four 
mechanic*, except George Carr, the balance due to them. 

Mr. Brampton has therefore been paid twice over. 

Foreign Office , September 20, 1867. H. C. E. 


No. 836. 

Hr. Gordon to Lord Stanley.—‘(Received September 9.) 

(No. 73) 

My Lord, Stuttgardt , September 7, 1867. 

1 HASTEN to transmit the inclosed despatch, which 1 have just received from 
Mr. Cobbold, giving information as to an experienced guide for Abyssinia. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. J. R. GORDON. 


Inclosure in No. 836. 

Mr. Cobbold to Mr. Gordon. 

Sir, Baden, September 6, 1867. 

AT the present moment, when Her Majesty's Government is on the eve of prepara¬ 
tions for waging war against the Sovereign of a distant and comparatively uuknowu 
country, it is evidently the duty of Her Majesty's servants to give Buch information as may 
be likely to prove of service, and I therefore need no further apology for addressing you ou 
the following subject. 

A friend of mine, Count Aynard Cavour, nephew and heir of the late Count Camilla 
Cuvour, was travelling three years ago in Egypt, and resided (or two months at Khartoum, 
a town about three days’ march from Abyssinia; his intention was to traverse the latter 
country, and alter much difficulty he succeeded in engugiug as a guide the services of an 
individual named Contarini, a Levantine or Cuudiote, who had resided for seven years in 
Abyssinia, was acquainted with the language, and hail penetrated into parts of the country 
hitherto unvisited ny Europeans. 

Count Cavour was prevented, through the illness of his companion, from carrying out 
his intentions, but he believes that Contarini is still residing at Khartoum, and at the time 
wus well satisfied with his testimonials. 

I have, Ac. 

i Signed) T. CLEMENT COBBOLD. 


No. 830*. 

Mr. Hummond to Lord Clinton. 

Sir, Foreign Oflice t September 9, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, to la* laid before Sir Stafford 
Northooto, copy of a despatch from lier Majesty's Minister at Stuttgnrdt,* containing 
information respecting an individual who, it is conceived, might be of service in the 
Abyssinian expedition. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 837. 

Major-General Peart to Mr. Hammond.—‘(Received September 9.) 

Sir, India Office, September 9, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to forward, for submis¬ 
sion to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the accompanying copy of a telegram 
received this morning from the Government of Bombay, suggesting that formal intimation 
should be made to the Emperor of Abyssinia to the effect that further proceedings were 
now placed in the hands of Sir Robert Napier, and I am to request that such mease res 
may be taken as Lord Stanley may consider necessary with a view of earning out this 
suggestion. 

2. I am also to request that Sir S. Northcote may be informed as soon as possible of 
Lord Stanley’s purpose in this respect, with a view to his informing the Government of 
Bombay upon the subject. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 

• No. 836. 
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Inclosure in No. 837. 

The Governor of Bombay to the Secretary of State for India. 

(Telegraphic.) September 7, 1867. 

WE think that before Sir Robert Napier, whose name is not known in any part of 
Abyssinia, makes his peremptory demand and announces hostilities, that iutimation should 
be made by Stanley, who is knowu, in the Queen's name, that further pacific communica¬ 
tions were now impossible, and that the matter was placed in Sir Robert Napier’s hands to 
enforce redress. 

To save time you might telegraph authority to me to do this, as from Stanley. 


No. 838. 

Mr. Murray to Major-General Pears. 

Sir, Foreign Office , September 9, 1867. 

IN reply to your letter of this day’s date, 1 am directed by Lord Stanley to transmit 
to you a letter* which, by the Queen's commands, his Lordship has addressed to King 
Theodore, calling upon him to release the persons detained by him in captivity in 
Abyssinia, and informing him that this demand will be enforced by a military expedition 
under the command of Lieutenant-General Sir R. Napier. 

I inclose a copy of that letter, and I am to request that you will move Secretary 
Sir S. Northcote to give such directions thereon to Sir Robert Napier as may be right and 
proper 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 

No. 839. 

Lieutenant Abbott to Lord Stunley.—(Received September 10.) 

(No. 603.) 

My Lord, Aden, August 23, 1867. 

COLONEL MEREWETHER proceeded to Bombay on duty on the 13th of this 
month; in his absence, I have the honour to report the arrival of a bugalow from 
Massowah yesterday evening, bringing intelligence of the captives up to the 1st July. 

Mr. R&ssam, whose letter is dated 30th of June, writes as follows:— 

“ The reason 1 ain now in such a hurry is because I wish the bearer, Daltaree Dasha 
(one of my old trustworthy servants), to go down to Massowah with important intelligence. 
W akshun Gobazay, the chief rebel o( Tigr6 and Losta has sent to the Bishop to say that 
he was coming to attack this fortress and give him his liberty, and if that lx? accomplished 
we shall all be free. The messenger reports that he led his master with an enormous army 
near W adala, about five days’journey hence, and that all the rebel districts from Debra 
Tabor to this have sent deputations to him to join him, and it is premised that once 
Wakshun Gobazay approaches this neighbourhood our royal friend would be done for. 
As I cannot allow this important intelligence to lie dormant here, I am despatching a 
special messenger to convey it to you through M. Muuzingcr, and 1 have instructed him 
to collect further information on the road, and if he meet Wakshun Gobazay to find out 
from him what his real intention is regarding his movements. There is no doubt that if 
\\ akshun Gobazay succeeds in capturing this stronghold (according to Alnssinnin estima¬ 
tion) he will be proclaimed Emperor by the Bi&liop, and there is no doubt that once he 
gets the heads of the Abyssinian church, the prelate and the chief of the monks (who are 
both my friends), he will have the greater part of Abyssinia on his side. You will be glad 
to hear that we are all well, hut have all suffered lately from colds; since the 21st of lust 
month we have not been able to communicate with Debra Tabor, and the only messenger 
who arrived thence since then was from His Majesty, und even he was obliged to smuggle 
himselt t brooch the rebellious districts, and was not one of the Royal messengers, but was 
engaged for the occasion. He brought us compliments from His Majesty, and reported 
that all the messengers whom 1 had sent to Debra Tabor, and were plundered by the 
rebels, had reached the Royal camp safely, but in a state of nudity, and that the Emperor 
had dressed them all and was entertaining them with Hailo, the messenger I had sent to 

• For tbia letter, aa finally aeni, aee locloaure in No. . 








His Majesty gome time ago. He reported also that the Emperor bad not imprisoned the 
Europeans at Gaffat, but that one day be wag angry with them and afterwards he was 
reconciled to them. They are all at present living with him inside a large hedge built for 
the winter." 

2. Copy of a letter received from Dr. Blanc is attached. 

3. M. Munzinger, writing from Massowah on the 1 ltb of August, says, “The letters 
brought down are full forty days old, and so quite lose all their interest. The messenger 
on his way down was to see Degas Gobasey and to bring me news about bis further 
movements. On his passing through Lasts, that Chief was far off to the eastward, so the 
messenger was obliged to proceed without seeing him. If anything had happened since, 
the good news would have reached us, no doubt, before this. I asked the messenger if 
such an enterprise had any chances of success. He said there was no doubt about it, but 
be feared Gobazay wouid not have courage enough to try it. He has now before him a 
full month to make an essay, the rivers between the fortress and Debra Tabor not 
allowing the King’s army to pass before the 15th September (Abyssinia?). I have no 
positive news about the King, but have be?n told by many people that the Europeans in 
his service arc not in chains. I have again sent a spy to the camp with some lines for 
Mr. Flad.' 4 

4. The hugalow which brought the letters returns to Massowah this evening; by her 
I send letters and newspapers for the captives. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) H. C. G. ABBOTT. 


Inclosurc in No. 839. 

Dr. Blanc to Lieutenant-Colonel Mereirether. 

My dear Colonel, Magdala , June 30, 1867. 

YOUK very kind and interesting letter of the 4th of May arrived yesterday ; I 
cannot tell you what pleasure it gave me. I was above all things pleased to hear that at 
lust a firm policy had been adopted, and that your unwearied exertions in our favour had 
been crowned with success. I must also thank you heartily for the trouble you have taken 
about my little summary of Abyssinian affairs. The objection you advance about landing 
troops on the burning shore of Massowah during the summer months is certainly a very 
valid one ; hut my reason for not considering this obstacle insurmountable was that I thought 
that arrangements might be made so as to allow the European portion of the force to 
proceed at ouce to the Highlands, leaving the baggage, Ac., to be conveyed under the 
protection of native troops. I do not say it would have been all smooth; only, not 
impossible. However, the question is past discussing now. We must take patience 
during the next few months, ami hope that nothing will in the meanwhile occur to delay 
or postjHmc the ** promenade.” 

As l wrote to you a few days ago by Iamma, let no considerations influence the 
now decided course of action. The King, low or great, a mere robber as le is, now 
or again a successful conqueror, a wanderer, or our jailor, even should his place have been 
filled by another. For our liberty, for the good name of England, for the safety of the 
white men in future days, an army must be marched into this country, and the lost prestige 
restored. Certainly, the occasion is splendid to satisfy justice, and at the same lime add 
another jewel to the British Crown. 

Nothing new—a great many stories are daily circulated—it is difficult to believe 
anything. Even did a messenger (a servant of one of the prisoners) arrive here from Debra 
Tabor with a message from the King, is very doubtful; at all events, if he really did come 
from His Majesty, this one quite forgot our money, as compliments solely reached us. 

Are all the Abyssinian prisoners daily tortured, tied up in fresh hides, and exposed to 
the sun ?—have they all, with the exception of four, been killed ?—is impossible to say, 
as both stories are equally credited and circulated. Did the King again plunder Begcmder! 
Did he try to come here and was attacked during the night and obliged to retreat ? Did 
a great number of his soldiers desert whilst on small expeditions, so that he wus obliged 
to abandon his intent and return to Debra Tabor?—are among reports, the truth of which 
it is impossible to ascertain. One fact alone is true, the King is the greatest, the most 
unmitigated, scoundrel under the sun. He is capable of the most atrocious crimes, and no 
confidence can he placed either in his words or deeds. He cum >end compliments one day 
and an order for hand-chains and plunder on another. If really a man, bearer of a letter 
of his, did succeed in passing through the rebels, it is a bad look-out for us. as another 
may do the same and bring us bad tidings. 
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Many thanks for your kindness in kindly sending me a few cheroots, brandy, 
medicines', Ac., but I am most unfortunate. I wrote to Munzinger, and told ray servant 
to come rid Lasta, the only possible route ; instead, the creature has gone rid Waggara, 
and I will never see him again, nor the stores. I have already a good supply at Di-bra 
Tabor, some things at Matemma, but the advantage I will reap from them thejr miirht as 
well be at Tirabuctoo. All niv personal kit, too, is at Debra Tabor with the Europeans, 
minus the articles kindly appropriated by our friend. He might as well have taken the 
whole at the time, as l will never see a particle of it again. I regret above all the loss of 
the medicines, they are of great value to us. A few days ago I had to attend the 
sister of the “ Sultana favorite,” a fine girl, but suffering from the very common disease 
which seems to know no rank. t 

I am highly pleased to hear of your being appointed Commissioner of Scinde. I 
siucercly congratulate you on the appointment. I hope, however, that you will not have 
to join before our little affair is over, one way or the other. Excuse my selfishness, but 
once you are withdrawn from the work, woe to the Abyssinian captives. Samuel was 
highly gratified with your message; begs to thank you for the same, and sends you his 
respectful compliment*. 

Believe me, Ac. 

(Signed) H. BLANC. 


No. 840. 

Consul Barrie , No. 15, September 4.—( Received September 10.) 


No. 841. 

Acting Consul-Central Reade to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 10.) 

(No. 23.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, August 30, 1867. 

ON receiving yesterday your Lordship’s despatch No. 16 of the 19th instant,* relative 
to the proposed military expedition to Abyssinia, I called upon Chcrif Pasha, and, after 
communicating to his Excellency your I ordship's instructions to me, applied in suitable 
terms for the desired permission of passage through the Egyptian territory, and such other 
facilities or assistance as the Viceroy's Government could afford to the officers in charge 
of the said expedition. His Excellency expressed himself as being personally disposed to 
comply at once with your Lordship’s request, but declined to give a formal reply to my 
application until after a reference to Constantinople, which lie told me would probably 
involve a delay of some forty-eight hours. 

Later in the day, and conformably with an understanding I had come to with Cherif 
Pasha, I repeated in a written form the communication I Imd, as above stated, made to his 
Excellency verbally. Of this communication I beg herewith to inclose n copy. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) THOS. K. READE. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 841. 

Acting Consul-General Reade to Cherif Pasha. 

M. le President, Alexandrie, le 29 Aodt, 1867. 

J’Al fhonneur de soumettre, ci-joint, k votre Excellence la traduction d’une depMie 
que j’ai re^ue de son Excellence le Ministre des Affaires Ktrangercs dc Sa Majesty Britan- 
nique, relativement k une expedition militaire projet^c contre 1’Abyssinie, dans le but 
d’obtenir la liberation dcs Europeens detenus en captivity par le Roi Theodore, ct de 
chatier ce Souver.iin pour les avoir emprisonn^s. En transmettant ce document, il est de 
mon devoir de m’udresser k votre Excellence pour prier le tiouverncuient Egyptian de 
bien vouloir accorJer a la ditc expedition liberty de passage ii travers le territoire 
Egyptien pour arriver en Abyssinie, et aussi d’accorder toutes facility et bous offices aux 
officiers charges de la direction de cette expedition. 

Convaincu du reste que les bonnes relations qui ont si longtemps exEtc entre nos 
Gouvernements respectifs assureront un j rompt uccueil de la part de son Altesse le 
Viceroi a cette demande, je saisis, Ac. 

(Sign*) THOS. F. READE. 


• No. 146. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 841 


Lord Stanley to Acting Consul-General Reade. 

S 'reduction.) 

. le Ci^rant, Londrcs. le 19 Aodt, 1867. 

LES rapport* qui, par votre ent remise, ont H6 envoy& per le Colonel Merewether k 
ce Depart emeu t, voua auront fait anticiper que le Gouvernement de Sa Majesty Britannique, 
api^a avoir Ipuise tou8 lea moyena amicaux pour engager le Hoi Theodore k liblrer lea 

f irisonniers Kuropecns detenus par lui captifs cn Abyssinie, a r&olu, si lea circoostancea 
’exigcaient, d’uaer de la force pour atteindre ce but; main, coiume l’Abvssinie ne peut 
4tre commodlment envahie (ju’en passant par le territoire Egvplien, je voua charge de 
prier le Gouvernement Kgyptien d’accorder la perntiaaion de passage et cn m4me temps de 
le prier de donner toute (’assistance possible aux officiers charges de la direction de 
(expedition, de Tachat dea vivrea, et du train militaire. 

Certains fonctionnairca ont d^ji re^u l ordre de ae rendre a Massowah a cet effet, et 
voua prierez que lea autoritda Egyptiennes h ce jKirt aoient institutes par leur Gouverne¬ 
ment de leur rendre tout I’aide dont ils pourraient avoir besoin. 

L’objet du Gouvernement de Sa Majcste etant aeulemcnt d’obtenir la deiivrance des 

C ri sonniers, et de cbfttier le Hoi Theodore pour sa conduite en retenant et emprisonnant 
» officiers de Sa Majesty, I expedition quittera le pays aussitAt que ce resultat sera obtenu. 
II eat inutile de dire que le Gouvernement de Sa Majcste n’a aucun projet de conqulte 
aur le dit pays. 

Je suia, &c. 

(Signb) STANLEY. 


Acting Consul-General Reade to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 10.) 


My Lord. Alexandria, August 31, 1867. 

WITH reference to my telegram of yesterday, regarding the telegraphic communica¬ 
tion between Lower Egypt and Nubia, it may be well perhaps that l should state, in 
explanation of the slow progress that is made in laving down a line to Souakin, that, 
mung partly to negligence and general had management on the part of the Egyptian 
authorities, and partly to misfortunes which it was impossible to foresee, the works have, 
on various occasions, and at different points of the line, been suspended In laying down 
about eighty miles of line across the desert (from Souakin and in the direction of Kassala), 
no less than 1,500 camels were allowed to die of starvation, and the two Englishmen who, 
until lately, directed the work in that part of the country fell, during the same period, 
victims to the effects of climate. An extensive gap in the line, between Wady Haifa and 
Oorbi, has been occasioned by the white ants that infest that region. It was found that 
no wooden posts could resist the ravages of these insects, winch eat into, and in the course 
of a few r hours effectually destroy, as far as the surface of the earth, any piece of timlier 
that is fixed in the ground: 6,000 iron posts, ordered from Europe several months ago, 
to replace wooden ones, have not yet arrived. 

From Oorbi, which is 260 miles distant from Wady Haifa to Ambacol, that is to say, 
along a space of 120 miles, the line is completed, and it is in course of construction frum the 
latter place to Berber, which is 170 miles further. From Berber to Shendy 110 miles, and 
from Shendy to Kassala 200 miles, there is nothing done. Of the remaining distance to 
Souakin, about 120 inilea have yet to be laid down. 

From Kench on the Nile, or Assouan to Cosseir, or Berenice on the Red Sea, there 
are regular caravan routes, and the distance between those places being inconsiderable, a 
line along one or other of the routes could be laid down in the course of a few weeks. 
Such a project has frequently been entertained bv the Egyptian Government; but 1 do not 
believe there it auy likelihood of its being carried into execution. 

1 have, &c. 

* (Signed) THOS. F. READE. 
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No. 843. 

Acting Consul-General Reade to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 10.) 
(8eperete ) 

My Lord, Alexandria, August 30, 1867. 

IT has occurred to me. with reference to the projected military expedition to Abys¬ 
sinia, that the services of an officer on the Consular staff in Egypt, who has been long and 
intimately associated with the Barbary States, and speaks the Arabic language fluently, 
would, if he were attached directly to that expedition, be of some use to Her Majesty’s 
Government His Egyptian experience could be availed of, whenever any reference to 
this country should become necessary ; while, on the other hand, some advantage might 
hereafter accrue to the public at-vice from the knowledge he would acquire, by personal 
observation, of the social and political condition of a country with which, in consequence 
of its vicinity, he is in frequent communication. 

I venture, therefore, in the event of the said ex)>edition taking place, to place my 
humble ser vices at the disposal of Her Majesty’s Government, and trust that, should auch 
a contingency arise, your Lordship will graciously allow me to absent myself from the post 
I have the honour to fill, and accompany the expedition in such capacity as your Lordship 
may think proper. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


No. 844. 


Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 10, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the 
Secretary of Mate for India in Council, a copy of a despatch from Lieutenant Abbott,* the 
Acting Resident at Aden, giving intelligence concerning the captives detained in Abyssinia 
up to tne 1st of July last, and of the present position of King Theodore. 

1 am further to transmit to you copies of three despatches from the Acting British 
Consul-General at Alexandria ;f the first inclosing copy of the note which ho addressed to 
the Egyptian Government applying tor permission for the expedition to Abyssinia to pass 
through Egyptian territory; the second, conveying information relative to the line of 
telegraph which is in course of construction between Lower Egypt and Souakin; and the 
third applying to be allowed to accompany the projected expedition to Abyssinia. 

With reference to this last despatch, I am to state that Lord Stanley conceives that 
Mr. Reade would probably be more useful to Her Majesty’s Government il lie were to 
remain at his post in Egypt, but his Lordship would wish to be informed of Sir Stafford 
Northcote’s opinion on this subject before replying to Mr. Reade’s despatch. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 845. 

Mr. Murray to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 10, 1867. 

WITH reference to Mr. Hammond’s letter of the 6th instant, and to former corre¬ 
spondence, I am directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith, to he laid before 
the Secretary of State for War, despatches from Her Majesty’s Consuls at the places 
marked in the margin, relative to the purchase of mules for the use of the projected expe¬ 
dition to Abyssinia. 

The inclosed papers being sent in original, 1 am to request that they may be returned 
to this Office when done with. 

1 am, &c. 

• (Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


• No. 839. 


f No*. Ml, M2, and M?. 
















No. 846. 

Mr. Ord to Lord Stanley.—{Received September 10.) 

Mv Lard, Llandudno, September 7, 1867. 

' UNDERSTANDING that Her Majesty’* Government is preparing an expedition to 
Abyssinia, 1 take the liberty of addressing your Lordship on the subject. 

Allow me to mention that I am son ol the late Captain John Ord, discoverer of the 
Kooria Mooria Guano deposits, and have been for the last six years engaged in carrying on 
the business. I have had a num'er of men from Arabia and Africa under my command, 
and am well-acquainted with the manners and customs of the natives. I can speak a 
little Arabic and Hindoostanee very well. Being at present at home, l should be glad to 
accept any position in the expedition your Lordship may deem me competent to till, and 
beg to refer you to Messrs. Wm. Dixon and Co., Dale-street, Liverpool; Dr. Hope, 
Seaforth ; Captain Cornforth. Shaw-street, Liverpool. 

I am also known to several parties in Bombay and Aden, to whom I shall be happy 
to refer for particulars with regard to my knowledge of matters which might render me 
advisable to the expedition, and which I hope will claim your Lordship’s favourable 


consideration. 


(8igned) 


I am, &c. 


JNO. ORD. 


Minute. 


Usual answer. 


No. 847. 

Mr. Barron lo Lord Stanley — (Received September 11.) 

(No. 30.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, September 3, 1867. 

1 HAVE had the honour to receive by messenger Webster your despatches to No. 15 
of the 22nd August inclusive.* 

As instructed by your Lordship’* despatch No 13 of the 22nd August, 1 lost no 
time in notifying to the Porte, by an official note, and by a personal visit to Fuad Pasha, 
the fact of Her Majesty’s Government having determined to resort to force for the purpose 
of procuring the release of the persons detained in captivity by King Theodore of Abyssinia. 

1 briefly exposed the circumstances, then hut slightly known to his Highness, which 
had obliged Her Majesty's Government to adopt this measure, and I expressed a hope that 
every facility would be afforded by the Sultan and the Viceroy of Egypt for the passage of 
Her Majesty’s troops through Ottoman territory. To this his Highness answered, that 
with regard to Egypt, he apprehended there could be no obstacle, and that a letter should 
be addressed to the Viceroy on the subject, but that if any other parts of the Ottoman 
territory were* to be crossed by Her Majesty’s forces, it was desirable they should be 
distinct!v specified beforehand. 

With reference to the use of the Syrian coast telegraphic line, his Highness did not 
see any obstacle whatever to its free use for the purpose of telegraphic communication 
between Suer, and Bombay, vik Bfcgdad, by Her Majesty’s servants. At my request, he 
promised to communicate with the telegraphic administration, for the purpose of ascer¬ 
taining what special facilities could properly be given iu this respect to Her Majesty's 
Consuls at Beyrout und Bagdad. 

1 have also, in compliance with your Lordship's instructions, officially and verbally 
requested the Porte to instruct the Turkish authorities in Arabia to give their utmost 
assistance to the officers sent to Arabia with a view to procure beasts of burden for the 
use of Her Majesty’s army in the East. Fuad Pasha promised to move for the despatch 
of orders accordingly by telegraph to Bagdad ; that with regard to \ emeu and the Iledj&z, 
which were not connected with the capital by telegraph, he would send me \ixirial letters 
addressed to the Governors of those Provinces. On receipt of these letters 1 purpose to 
inclose them to Her Majesty’s Consul at Jedda for transmission to their destination. 

Previously to the receipt of your Lordship’s No. 15 of the 22nd August, 1 had been 
in correspondence with Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Bagdad, ami had'procured 
the despatch of an order from the Porte to the Governor-General, granting facilities for 
the sale of transport mules belonging to the garrison. 

• No. 759. 
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On receipt of the official answers to my applications, l shall not delay in sending to 
your Lordship copies of them as well as of my three notes. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) H. P. T. BARRON. 


No. 848. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 11, 1867. 

1AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, to be laid before Secretary 
Sir Stafford Northcote, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Chargd d’Affaires at 
Constantinople* reporting the steps be has taken to obtain from the Porte facilities for the 
expedition to Abyssinia. 

I um, Ac, 

(Signed) F,. HAMMOND. 


No. 849. 


Major-General Pears to Mr. Murray.—(Received September ll.) 

Sir, India Office, September 10, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, and to acquaint you, in reply, that the "Tube 
Well,” referred to by Mr. Hadfleld, is already under the consideration of Sir Stafford 
Northcote, with reference to its probable utility during the expedition lo Abyssinia. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 850. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Duffirld. 

Sir, Foreign Office , September 11, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt off your letter of the 5th 
instant, recommending “ Erythrogylon Coca” for the use of the expeditionary force which 
is to proceed to Abyssinia; and, in thanking you for this communication, 1 am to state to 
you that your letter has been communicated to the India Office, which Department lias the 
management of all matters connected with the expedition in question. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 851. 

Acting Consul-General Reade to Lord Stanley. —( Received September 12.) 

(No. 26.) 

My Lord. Alexandria, September 3, 1867. 

THE following telegram from Cherif Pasha reached me at Cairo yesterday and was 
immediately forwarded to your lordship in a condensed form, as reported in my despatch 
No. 25 of this day :— 

** La* Gouveruemeut Egvpticn permet avee grand plaisir Ic passage tel qu’il cst 
demande dans votre d£p£che officielle. I! cat houreux de prouver cn cottc occasion, 
comme en toutes autres, tout Ic prix qu’il attache a 1'amitil et bonnes relations qui 
existent entre les deux pays. Dcs officicrs seront cnvoy& A Mossowah ex pi ta. La 
Compagniet louera arec plaisir les bateaux dont elle dispose dans la Mer Rouge. Son 
Directeur a re<;u des instructions en consequence." 

On my return here this morning I called upon bis Excellency and thanked him, in 
the name of Her Majesty’s Government, for the permission of passage given, and other 

• No. 847. + Tb« Aline Company. 
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facilities promised, by the Egyptian Government with regard to the projected expedition 
to Abyssmia, adding that, in doing so, I felt I only anticipated your Lordship’s instruc¬ 
tions to the same effect. 

The Pasha had already notified to me that the Egyptian fleet in the Red Sea was 
placed by the Viceroy at the disposal of Her Majesty’s Government in case of need, and ! 
have since been informed, by bis Excellency, that the permission for which I had, by your 
Lordship's instructions, applied, with regard to the laying down of a line of telegraph 
between Souakin and Massowah, is also gladly accorded by his Highness. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


No. 852. 

Acting Consul-General Reade to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 12.) 

(No. 27.) 

Mv Lord. Alexandria, September 3. 1867. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship, in original, the inclosed letter from 
M. Polidis, a Greek merchant at Cairo, with reference to the Abyssinian question. As 
this communication, however unworthy it may he of your Lordship’s consideration in 
other respects, eonvevs an offer, on the part of the writer, to proceed to the Court of 
King Theodore for tfic purpose of effecting, if possible, the release of the Europeans 
who are held in captivity by that monarch, I think it my duty to submit it to your 
Lordship. 

The letter was only yesterday evening placed in my hands, and l ain consequently 
unable, by the mail which leaves to-day, to offer more than a few remarks upon it. 
M. Polidis, it appears, has been for many years in communication with King Theodore, 
and acts as His Majesty’s Agent and Correspondent in this country. He bis lately been 
engaged in an unsuccessful attempt to recover, for the Abyssinian Church, real property 
in this country of considerable value, which was, many years ago, confiscated by the 
Egyptian Government, and Inis endeavoured frequently to establish friendly relations 
between this Government and that of King Theodore. It is with the ostensible object ol 
obtaining the title of Abyssinian Consul that he purposes to go to Abyssinia on the 
present occasion. 

M. Polidis declares tlmr, in the event of his offer being accepted, he would be ready 
to start within seven days from the time such acceptance is notified to him. He would 
require to have his travelling expenses defrayed for him, whatever might be the result of 
his mission, and would expect to be remunerated for his services only in ca*-c of success. 
He would proceed by way of Souakin and Matcmma, and reach the Abyssinian Court in 
about two months. 

Without presuming to offer to your Lordship any opinion with regard to the 
description given by M. Polidis of the difficulties that would attend any military 
operations against Abyssinia, or the accuracy of liis statements generally, l may add 
perhaps, in conclusion, that the good offices he now tenders to Her Majesty’s Government 
me, as far as 1 can judge, offered bond fide. 

I have, Sfc. 

(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Inclosure in No. 8-2. 

M. Polidis to Acting Consul-General Reade. 

M. le Consul, Cavre, le 30 Aodt, 1867. 

J’AI I’hotineur de porter it voire connaissancc les faits suivauts en les laissaut 6 votre 
appreciation. 

J’ai su par l’cntremise de M. R. Wilkinson, que le Gouverneinent de Sa Majeste' 
Britannique s’est decide k preparer une expedition en Abyssinie, et que des ordres ont 
dU? donndsfiicet effet au Gouverneur de Bombay; Fannie composdc de 10,000 hommes 
aui-uit pour but la delivraoce dea prisonniers que Theodore, Empereur d’Abyssinie, retieot 
depuis si longtcmpe. 

Quoique Stranger h la nation Anglaise, Mr. Wilkinson m’a laisse esp:rer qu’il serait 
possible que mes propositions fussent agrddes; aussi ai-je Phonneur, M. le Consul, de mettre 
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d£s aujourd’hui, par votre entreraise, mes humbles services & la disposition du Gouverne¬ 
inent de Sa Majeste Britannique. 

La connaissance approfondie que j'ai de 1’Abyssinie me fuit un devoir de vous 
informer, M. le Consul, qu’une tentative faite dans les conditions qui m’ont etd die rites 
sera infructueuse sous tous les rappoits, la nature ay ant si merveilleumc.it fuvorise co 
pays & la defense; en outre tous lea habitants sont plus ou moins guerriers, et je suis 
d’avis que non-seulement 10,000 hommes ne seraient pas suffi sants, uuiis inline en 
doublant le nombre on ne pourrait. je pensc, arriver a obtenir les r&ultats que le Gouverne- 
ment de Sa Majeste Britannique couvoite. 

Permettez-inoi, M. le Consul, de vous donuer qnelques details aussi snceincts que 
possible, tant sur (organisation intdrieure de l’Abvssinie que sur les recent® evdneuients qui 
viennent tie s’accomplir. 

* Sous le rdgne de I'Empcreur Rassaly, prdddeesseur de Thdodore, ce pays fut divise en 
sept petite Royaumes qui s’etaieut drigds en Confederation, tout en fcconnuissant Rassaly 
com me Empereur. La Confederation »e composait des Kovaurncs dc Gondar, Tigris, dont 
le territoire s’etindiit jusqu’ii Massowah, Veuly, Godjnn, Debris, Galla. et Rabmano, qui 
avaient chaeun son Gouvemernent particulier et une organisation intdrieure; en cas de 
guerre, chaque R >yaume devait mettre sous les urines et a la disposition de I’Empcreur uu 
corps d armee de 50,000 hommes. 

Dans l’annee 1828 le Viccroi d'Egypte ddelara la guerre it Rassaly et envoya contre 
lui une armde de 60,000 hommes de ses meilleurs soldats cominandds pur son fils IsmuYI 
Pacha; apr&s une alternative de succds et de revere qui ont durd quatre ana Mehemct Ali 
ne put rdussir a entamer le territoire Abyssinien, nuiis parvint jusqu’d Gallabat, pays 
limitrophe entre l’Egyptc et I’Abyssinie, et qui sort nujourd’bui dc delimitation dc 
frontidres; e’est dans cette ville que les Abyssiniens emportdrent la victoire ddeisive sur lea 
Egvptiens, qui lurent obliges de quitter les trontidres d’Abyssinie en laissant derridre eux 
le fils de Meheuict Alt et sa suite, qui fureut suisis par les Abyssiniens et brides tous 
vivants. 

L'Empereur Thdodore etait alois Gdneralissimc de I’armee de Rassaly, qui pour le 
recompenscr de ses victoires lui donna sa fille en manage. Theodore conservu le eotn- 
mandement general de Fannie jusqn'b 1853; durunt tout ce temps ii a su captiver la 
confiuuce de ses troupes et du peuple et parvint h ddtrdncr Rassaly ; uussitdt il ddelara hi 
guerre aux six Royaumes tributaire*. les assujetit, en laisant pdrir leurs chefs, et s’emparu 
de tout le pouvoir; rette guerre intdrieure dura quatre ans ; en 1857 il s’est fait proclamer 
Empereur, et Roi des Rois en se couronnnnt dc su main. 

II *e pourrait que les Agents du Gouverneinent Anglais 1’aient informe qu’une petite 
quantity de troupes compose Fannie Abyssinienne, mais je pourrais certifier que plus do 
200,000 homines se trouvent actuellement sous les armes, sans compter un corps de 
Cavalerie de 20,000 homines qui poumit Stre levd en peu de temps. II est evident que les 
troupes A by ssiniennes sont loiu d’ltre comparables aux amides F.uropdeimes, muis dies ont 
1’avuntage immense de rombattre cbez elles, de la position d’un pays montagueax, difficile 
it vuiuere et presque impdndtruble par les difficultes sans numbre qui se soutient a 
chuque pas. 

11 doit Itre a la connaissancc du Gouvemernent Anglais qu’avant la fin du inois 
d’Octobre le territoire Abyssinien est inaccessible a cause des torrents occasional par des 
pluies eontinuelles. 

Dans la bonne saisori il est impossible a un corps cxpdditionnaire dc pdndtrer de 
plus de cent nulles dans le coeur du pays; il sera bientfit arrltl pur un desert pour lui 
infranchissable, car l’eau, abondante pour 100 k 150 pereonnes, serait insuffisante pour lui. 
La traversde de ce ddsert est de deux joure, et it sa sortie ou est force de passer par un dlfil 6 
ou sept pereonnes a peine peuvent se tenir de front, en outre qu’il aurait it gravir une 
rnontagne de trois milles; de l& il passcrait a travers une petite plaine pour avoir de 
nouveau a francliir deux autres montagues dc dimensions presque egales, ct le tout avant 
d’arriver k la Province d'Aoa. 

En tenant compte de toutes les difficultes de ter mins qni se prlseutent ii chaque pas 
il est impossible d'admettre qu’avec un corps d’annee de 10,000 hommes ou puisse mtre- 
prendre une paralle expedition dans un j»ays ou 1’on trouve tout contre soi, et oil se 
pi&cnteut a chaque instant des defiles qu’un petit nombre d'hommes peuvent dl/eudre 
avec succes tout en tenant tlte a une force considerable. 

En admettant que 1’expddition faite vers le commencement de Novetnbre, il faut bien 
se convaincre qu’elles n’a devant elle que six mois du temps, car les pluies torrentielles 
cominencent en Avril pour finir en Octobre, et qu’il est de toute impossibility que durunt 
la periode pluviale des mouvements de troupes puissent s’effectuer. 

L’esprit n ose concevoir les consequences qui peuvent rlsulter d’uu premier iosuccte; 
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que dcviendraifc un corps exploit ionnaire dont le but n'aurait pas 4te realist clans les 
premiers six moist II se trouverait a la increi de I’insalubritl du climat, qui y ferait un 
terrible ravage* ct des consequences de la guerre qui ue seraient pas moindres il s'en 
suivrait un blocus coinplet au milieu d’un pays ravage, et sans ressonrees exterieures, 
e’est-k-dire, sujet aux horreur* de la famine. Et en cas d’une retraite, comment pourrait- 
elle t’op^rcr dans line telle contrA?? Lc corps Anglais ne serait pas evidemment assez 
uombreux pour garder les defiles de toutes les montagnes qo’il aurait a franchir. Sa 
retraite serait done coupde, et il se trouverait a lu merci de ses enneniis; quel sang versd! 
que de millions engloutis! Et oil se rait le r6*ultat poursuivi ? Theodore & la premiere 
annonce d’un ddliarquement de troupes £trang£res gacrifierait sans piti£ Mr. Cameron et 
les autrcM captifs, et sans doute se presenterait bardiment poor combattre avec une urmee 
formidable par le nombre, quitte a se retirer dans les positions inexpugnable* dc l’int&ieur 
en ravtgeant tout le pays qu’il aurait parcouru en se retirant. 

Que PAngletcrre ne comptc pas serieusement sur la polite insurrection qui existe en 
c.e moment; ne seruit-clle pas mfmc reprimee qu’nvec la premiere annonce d’un dlbarque- 
tnent Stranger, toutes dissensions intdrieures ccssernient (malgrd les promises qu’ont pu lui 
fuire quelques chefs rebclles; lorsqu’il s’agirait de l’invusion d’une nation tftrangfcre, quitte & 
reprendre plus tard leurs inimitids particulifcrcs. 

Mr. Cameron et ses compagnons sont separds dc Theodore par la petite insurrection 
qui vient d'dclater. Dans la mOme ville oil sc trouvent les prisonniers, un corps qui varie 
de 25,000 k 50,000 homines s’exeree continueIK inent au maniement des armes, ct des 
Allemands et des Frnm;ais sont constamment occupes il fabriqticr des nrmes ct des muni* 
tions de guerre. II ne serait pns serieux de crofre que I’insurrection triomphe de Theodore, 
ct que les prisonniers toinbent entre les mains des rebclles. 

Cne experience d’environ vingt-ctnq nils, les ct*nnaissances et les relations quej’ai 
taut avec le Gouvernemeut d’Abvssinie qu’avec ses Represent ants a Jerusalem qui font 
partie du corps clerical de cette ville. me mettent il nn'nu* de connnltrc k fond le pay, a : nsi 
que les circonstuuces qui out amend In rupture des relations diplomatiques entre I’Abyssinie 
ct le Gouvernement Hritannique, et qui ont dormd lieu 5 I’inmrcdration du Sieur Cameron 
et des autres cant ils, circonstances que le Gouvernement Angl iis ne pent ignorer. 

Quant il I engagement pris demierement par les Patriurches Coptcs et Arm^nicns 
d’obtenir la mise en libertd des Sicurs Cameron et autres, veuillez, M. Ie Consul, ny 
prater aueune foi, ear non-seulement ils ne pourront pas rdussir, mais m£me leurs envoyes 
courcnt le risque d’etre il leur tour emprisonnds ainsi que l’a dtd Abuna Salem, Arcbevdque 
Coptc, qui s’est rendu aupt&s de Theodore dans le mime but; en voici la raison. 

En exposemt I’liistoire des circonstances qui out amend d’uue part la rupture des 
relations diplomatiques et d’outro part l’arrestotion de Mr. Cameron, je liens A ddmontrer 
que cost sur lc olergd Copte ct Anudnien dc Jdrusnlem, lavorisd par (’abstention du Consul 
d’Anglcterrc dc cette ville, que la fnute seule doit rdtoniber. 

En effet le clergd Abyssinien adressa par mou entremise sous le rdgne de Said Pacha 
une demande au Gouvernement Egypt ien pour obtenir la protection locale a Jdruvalem, et 
le Yicr-r i donna 1’orilre v I Sf> J) au Gouverneur dc Jerusalem, Riat Paebn, de Paccorder 
provisoirement jusqu’4 ce que le Gouvernement de Theodore sc fosse representer par ses 
agents. Durant lc Gouvernement dc Riat Pacha, les Abyssinian* avaient toute lu protec¬ 
tion desirable, et en cela le Gouvernement ctait d’uccord avec lc Consul Anglais. Mais 
qu ique temps uprds, Jacoub Pacha, de religion Armdnicnne, succdda a Riut Pacha (cette 
nomination eta ; t due uux cllbrt.s combines des Putriarclies Coptcs et Amienicns), et e’est il 
partir de cette epoque que les Abyssinrent ne jouissrnt- plus d’aurunc protection. 

Pour nrriver il eonsommer lu mine du cleigd Abyssinien, le Gouverneur Jacoub 
Pacha, d’accord avec I’Archevdque Copte Rasilio ct avec I’Archevdque Armdnien, 
emprisonna le chef du clergd d Ahvssinie. Ghouti Michutt, Supeueur du Couvent dc 
St. Michel, ninsi que les p rot res Manna et Sulip. Apres kvs arrestations ils penetidrent 
dans leurs couvents en y formant les portes et sempardrent dc tons leurs litres de propridtd 
et autres documents importants ; ils se les divisirent ensuite t*n s’empaiant nussi de tons 
les biens ecclesiastiques: le Consul Anglais leur refu-mit dans cette cireonstanee, malgrd 
leurs demande* rtfitcrees, la protection dont ils avaient joui jnsqu’alors. 

Le chef de la mission Abys-ivmnne pro testa contrc cette violation du droit des gens, 
taut uupv^s ties autovitdn locales el Consulaiivs qu’aupres les autoritds cccldsiastiqnes, et 
voyaut qu’il ne pouvait obtenir justice il se ddcida it se rewire prds de son Souverain pour 
lui rend iv eompteiles dvdnements qui venaient de 6c passer, accompagne de sept des siens; 
le reste de la mission au nombre dc 150 en\iron se rdtugierent dans les ditierents 
monaMercs de la Palestine. 

Apres 1’arrivee, en 1803, de Ghouri .Michall ct de ses compagnons en Abyssinie, ils 
raconti'rent k Theodore Pindigne spoliation dont ils avaient etc victimes et les internes 
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proc&ls dont on s’etait servi a leur ^gard; I’Empereur \rrit6 fit imm^dintement venir 
aupr^s de lui I’Agent Anglais et lui demands i ce que cette affaire fut arrangde par son 
Gouvernement Mr. Cameron s’cngageU, ainsi que le demands Th*?odore, que toute protec¬ 
tion fQt dortfnavant accordiSe par son Gouvernement aux sujets Abyssiniens, en promettant 
que les propridt^s dont ils avaient ddpouillds leur scraient restituds. 

Conformdment k l’engagement pris vis-i-vis de Theodore, Mr. Cameron porta il la 
connaissance de son Gouvernement les faits qui venaient de se produire en Palestine et 
dont I’Empereur se plaignait vivement en faisant accompagner son rapport des demanded 
de l’Empereur, mais il paraltrait que cette importante communication disparfit entre 
Gondar et Londres. 

Void, M. le Consul, le vrai motif de toutes les vexations qu’ont eu il subir depuis si 
longtemps Mr. Cameron et ses compagnons, ainsi que ceux qui ont voulu interedder pour 
eux. 

Est-il rationnel (Tadmettre que les Archev£ques Coptes et Arm^niens puissent 
aujourd’hui s’einployer efficacement k la ddivrance des prisonniers, eux qui sont la cause 
premiere de tous ces malheureux ^v^nements ? Est-il rationnel de croire que Theodore 
consentira k leur pardonner la spoliation dont ils so sont rendus coupnbles vis-il-vis de son 
clergd ? Evidemment non l Je suis intimenient convaincu que leur mission pas plus que 
celle de Mr. Flad, qui pourtant est urine de pouvoirs r^gulicrs, porteur d’une lettre auto- 
graphe et de presents magnifiques, ne sera couronnf' du moindre succ^s. 

Je vais terminer, M. le Consul, en vous priant de vouloir transmettre ces quelques 
renseigneinents, que j’aurais pu considtfrableinent ^tendre si je ne craignais de fatiguer 
par trop votre attention, au Gouvernement dc Sa Majesty Hritannique el de lui 
donner en m6me tenqw I’assurancc la plus complete quo je suis pr£t il cut reprendre, sans 
aucun titre otficiel, le voyage d’Abyssinie pour delivrer Mr. Cameron et ses compaguons; 
je puis garantir le suce^s de mon entreprise, et jc suis convaincu qu’en adoptant un projet 
qui concerne vivement les intdr^ts de Th&xlore et dont j’ai <^td charge dorni&rement, je 
serais accompagn^ il mon retour de tous ccs malheureux prisonniers, et je ne demande |Kmr 
cela qu’cl ^tre largement recompense apr^s reussite. 

En informant le Gouvernement de Sa Majesty Hritannique des engagements ci-dessus, 
que je suis prfit k entreprendre, jc vous prie, M. le Consul, d’eritcr que Von y donno lu 
moindre publicity, attendu ()ue la reussite depend du secret. En me rendant auprte de. 
Theodore ma mission (qu’il tient 4 creur) serait toute autre, et pour la r^ussite il doit com¬ 
plement ignorer que je suis en relations avec le Gouvernement Hritannique et que le but 
de ma visite est la cMlivrance des prisonniers. 

J’ai, &c. 

(Sign6) JEAN POL1D1S. 


No. 853. 

Acting Consul-General Reade to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 12.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria , September 11, 1867. 

ONLY 8,000 or 10,000 Maria Theresa dollars to be found here. Quoted at 20J 
oiastres against English sovereigns at 97$ piastres. Unlimited supply procurable at 
Vienna- Bank of Egypt promised to obtain dollars in exchange for bills on Paymaster- 
General. Hanking commission J per cent.; bill brokerage 1 per mille. 


No. 854. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Mcrivale . 

Sir, Foreign Office , September 12, 1867. 

\N 1TH reference to my letter of the 6th instant, I am directed by l»rd Stanley to 
state to you, for the information of the Secretary of State for India in Council, that the 
acting British Consul-General in Egypt has reported that only 8,000 or 10,000 Maria 
Theresa dollars are to be found at Alexandria, and that they are quoted at 20^ piastres 
against English sovereigns at 97$ piastres. Mr. Reade further states that the Hank of 
Egypt ha\e promised to obtain dollars in exchange for bills on Her Majesty’s Payniuster- 
Gencral with a banking brokerage of f per cent, and bill brokerage 1 per mille. 

1 air, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 
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No. 865. 

Mr. Young to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 12.) 


My Lord, Lordship Lane, Dulwich, September 12, 1867. 

I TRUST you will pardon me, but 1 am veiy anxious to obtain a situation in the 
Commissariat Department of the expedition now about to start for Abyssinia. 

I am well acquainted with the giving out of tea, sugar, coffee, wines, spirits, and 
provisions of all kinds. I can give security to almost any amount; and can distribute the 
letters to the fleet and troops. I have been in the service of the Post Office for seventeen 
years, and am not in receipt of a small annual pension. 

If your Lordship would kindly grant ray request, I will do everything in my power for 
the good of the service. 

I aru, Ac. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER YOUNG. 


No. 856. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 12, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretary of 
State for Indiu, the accompanying letter and its inclosure from Mr. Duffield, recom¬ 
mending the use of Erythrogylon Coca for the expeditionary force about to proceed to 
Abyssinia, and offering to procure a supply of the same. 

Mr. Duffield has been informed that all arrangements connected with the expedition 
are directed by the India Office. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 857. 

Mr. Mulock to Lord Stanley —(Received September 16.) 

My Lord, Stafford , September 8, 1867. 

THE imminence of immense national expenditure in equipping, conveying, and fully 
providing for the proposed expedition to Abyssinia, induces me, with all due respect and 
deference to your Lordship and colleagues, to put the simple question whether an offer of 
ransoming the unfortuuate captives would not be the most likely and expedient mode of 
effecting their deliverance. 

A recent and reliable traveller in the country adjacent to Abyssinia (Sir S. Baker) 
shows incontestably that money or money’s worth constitutes the only means of accom¬ 
plishing any object with the semi-savage Chiefs of the abject African peoples. Why not, 
then, dofl' all false dignity, and resort at once to the prudent policy of ransom, which, be 
it ever so large, would be the merest trifle in com|>arigon with the enormous outlay now 
about to be incurred, und, worst of all, the deadly perils to which our brave army must 
necessarily be exposed while marching through a vast desert of pestiferous jungle, under a 
burning sun, all commissariat supplies to be furnished continuously from our sea-board 
stores, even after our troops reach their desolate destination—to find, it may happen, that 
the cn*us belli has been removed by the massacre of the captives, to avenge British 
invasion. 

Probably your Lordship will admit that these foreshadowings are not unworthy of 
serious consideration. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) TH08. MULOCK. 
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No. 858. 

Mr. Hammond to Lord Clinton. 


8ir, Foreign Office, September 13, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the 
Secretary of State for India in Council, a letter from Mr. John Whitford, relative to a 
freezing machine invented by him, which be conceives would be of use in the projected 
expedition to Abyssinia. 

I am to add that Mr. Whitford has been told that all matters connected with the 
expedition in question are now under the management of the India Office. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 859. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 13, 1867. 

WITH reference to ray letter of the 10th instant,* I am directed by Lord Stanley to 
transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the Secretary of State for India in Council, 
copies of two despatches from the Acting British Consul-General in Egypt,t the one 
transmitting copy of a telegraphic message addressed to him by the Egyptian authorities 
stating that every facility would be granted for the passage through Egyutiun territory of 
the projected expedition to Abyssinia; the other inclosing a letter from M. Polidis 
offering to proceed to that country iu order to effect the release of the prisoners. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 860. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 14.) 

Sir, India Office, September 13, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 9th instant} forwarding copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Stuttgardt, containing information respecting an individual who, it is conceived, 
might be of service in the Abyssinian expedition. 

2. In reply, I am desired to request that Lord Stanley will be good enough to cause 
a copy of these papers to be communicated to Her Majesty's Consul-General in Egypt, 
with a request that inquiry may be made respecting Contanni, the individual referred to, 
and that, if considered desirable, his services may be at once engaged for employment as 
a guide and interpreter with the force, and that he may be brought to Cairo, and detained 
there, pending the receipt of instructions from Sir Robert Napier respecting his disposal. 

3. A copy of the correspondence will be forwarded to Bombay, and 1 am to suggest 
that Her Majesty's Consul-General may be requested to inform the Government of 
Bombay direct of the result of his inquiries in the matter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 861. 

Mr. Melvilt to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 14.) 

Sir, India Office, September 13, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letters of the 3rd, 6tb, and 12th instant,§ and to acquaint you in reply that 
the Lords of the Treasury having in a letter dated the 27th ultimo, requested that 
“ Austrian species dollars, or whatever other coins may be current in Abyssinia,” might 
M be procured by the Indian Department,” for the Abyssinian Expedition, instructions were 
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given to the authorities at the Bank of England to adopt measures for the purchase in 
Austria of supplies of Maria Theresa dollars, and for their shipment vi& Trieste and 
Alexandria to Aden. 

The* Secretary of State for India in Council has therefore at present no occasion to 
avail himself of the offers contained in your letters under reply, hut should it be necessary 
to apply for the assistance of the Austrian Government, in view to the coinage of special 
supplies of the dollars, Sir Stafford Northcotc will again address you on the subject. 

I have, 8lc. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


No. 862. 

Mr. Murray to Acting Consvl-Oeneral Rcadr. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 14, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith a copy of a despatch from 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Stuttgardt * stating that he has been informed that a certain 
favantine named Contarini, who is supposed to be residing at Khartoum, would be a useful 
guide to lie attached to the expeditionary force about to proceed to Abyssinia; and I am 
to instruct you to make inquiries respecting Contarini, and in the event of your consider¬ 
ing such a course advisable, to secure his services at once for employment ns a guide and 
interpreter, and to send for him to Cairo, and to detain him there, pending the receipt of 
instructions from General Sir It. Napier respecting his disposal. 

I am to add that the Governor of Bombay lias been apprized of the suggestion made 
by Her Majesty’s Minister atStuttgard, and I am to instruct you to inform the Government 
of that Colony at once of the result of your inquiries in the matter. 

. 1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 803. 

Lieutenant Heaney to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 16.) 

My Lord, London, September 14, 1867. 

ON reading the account of a visit to King Theodore, the idea lias naturally arisen in 
my mind that a small party of enterprising Englishmen, with the support and sanction of 
the British Government, might make their way through Nubia to the frontier of Abyssinia, 
and there open up a communication with the rebels in the vicinity of I-akc Dembea. So 
that when the British force landed and commenced operations on the Abyssinian coast, a 
diversion might l»e made in the Province of Dembea to distract the attention of the 
Emperor and hamper his movements. 

I myself have not more than 5(H)/. in ready money, or would undertake this expedition 
myself, at my own expense and risk. 

But not having sufficient funds to purchase the requisite arms, ammunition, &c.. 
required, if 1 could obtain them through the assistance of the British Government, 1 would 
willingly Inv out my own money in a private equipment of oilier necessaries. 1 attach an 
indent of arms und ammunition required to arm rebels. 

If letters were also given to me to facilitate my movements in Egypt, I should, I 
think, be able to appear on the Abyssinian frontier in about forty days from this date. 

i could soon get some four or five gentlemen lo join me in this secret expedition ; my 
reason for desiring other Englishmen is that the project, in case I was killed, wounded, or 
sick, should not fail. For in 1814, my grandfather was defeated from the circumstance 
that, being shot down in the commencement of the actum, there was no other Englishman 
present to take his place. 

Herewith is a rough sketch of the route from Alexandria to the frontier of Abyssinia. 

Hoping you will he able to assist me in carrying out this project, I have, See. 

V ' (Signed) A. W. UEARSEY. 


Refer him to India Office. 


Minute. 
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Inclosure in No. 883. 

Route of a Secret Expedition from Alexandria to Gondar. 
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The gentlemen to aaoemble at Southampton, and all the 
•torn to he collect'd at (hat port, to be embarked on 
the tteamcr with the expedition. 

Ae toon aa all the atom are disembarked and forwarded to 
Cairo, to which place one of the party will be vent to 
take them o*er on thrlr arrival by train, the whola party 
proceeding when they hare been dispatched. 

TV whole party, with the baggage, to embark on Nile 
•teamer, will proceed up the river, pawing rn roe/# the 
ctlke of Luxor, Car bar , Thebe*. and Sakia*. 

If you uroceed b* caravan arrow the deaert, yon avoid a 
wida bend of the Ndej it la a fatiguing journey, but 
there Ia no danger in It. 1 dareaay if xteatner la pract*. 
table, the loaa of time made in disc to barking the baggage 
and lading the rsm#l* would make up for the difference 
in crowing th* ahort cut arrow the deaert. 

You follow the courae of the Blue Nile until you coma to 
it* junction with the Kachad. 

You follow the courae of the Rat-had fbr tome rime, then 
•trike arrow the foraat till you arrive at Mntrinma. 
Thia town ia occupied by Mahometan* very inimical to 
Ahtaeinian Chriatlant. It would be rr.|umtn to obtain 
guide# at thia place, and try and open up a comraunlca- 
tion with the rebel* in Dembea. 

The Amt 90 mile* lira through an uninhabited country, 
intervened with forvata and mountain ravine#. Ailed with 
wild anlmala. 

Por the Ann 30 mile* the ronto ia through a comparatively 
level country, hut the road la much impeded by brnah. 
wood and ravine*. When thia djit alien baa burn accora. 
pliahed the country become* hilly, th* wooded hill#, 
ruing to an altitude of from 3,00)1 to 4.00)) fret abov* 
111# level of the era. There arc no road# at all, only a 
beaten track. W'oggera i* ailnated in a kind of baain 
unrounded by hilla, and ia inhabited by agricultural 
Jew*. There ia no want of water during thewi march#*. 

The country aa before described, only the mountain* rrach 
an altitude of 4,000 feet above the valley. The road 
wind* through tmrtaof well-wooded and watered country, 
(te aming more open a* it approach** Theodora’* capital. 
Lake Dembea I* a large rxpana* of water. In the 
dutance on the adjacent hill* am several forta, situated 
on the cre#t of the mountain*. I should conclude that 
they wera only garrisoned by a •null forre. a* all infor¬ 
mation concerning them waa refused. The lumaea in 
thia district that have conical roof* are inhabited by 
Aby*iinian* i tho#c that have flat roof* are inhabited by 
Mahometan* and Jew*. 

Between Lake Dembea and Gondar lie the disaffected and 
rabellioua diatrii ta .... The country ia murb more 
open, hut well cultivated. Gondar, the ancient capital, 
i* a straggling town, bnllt on the ridge* and aide* of a 
hill, and l* surmounted by a caalle. It contain* toms 
4,ni)0 or 5,000 inhabitant*. Th* castle i* a large Irre¬ 
gular building of maaalve hewn atone and of immena* 
thicknea*. the inrrounding country ia much broken and 
intersected by hill* and deep ravin#*. 


Summary • from Khartoum to Gondar, dr. 31 day*’ march. 


London , September 14, 1867. 

(8igned) A. W. UEARSEY, Lieutenant, Her Majesty's Service , 

Late Senior Lieutenant , Her Majesty's 107 th Regiment. 
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Indent of Arms and Ammunition required for a Secret Expedition from Alexandria to 
Gond&r, and Non-Commissioned Officers to accompany it. 


No. of 
Article* 
required. 

Name of Weapons required. 

Remarks. 

1 

AnruLSMt. 

12-pounder mountain train, howitser and carriage. 

If we were successful in opening up a 

1 

6-pounder mountain train, gun and carriage. 

communication with the rebel*, we 


Cavalry. 

might arm and orgsmxe a force of 
about 1,300 men. 

50 

I'iitoU, old smooth bore. 


100 

Cavalry *word*. 


200 

I.auce head*. 


350 

60 

Infantry. 

Enfield rifle*, with bayonet* and accoutrement* complete, 


900 

Musket*, old iiuooth bore, accoutrement* complete. 



Hike head*. 


850 

16 

Army *i»e revolver*. 

Tbc*e for the Non - Commissioned 

8 

llreerlt-loading carbine*. 

Officer* and sent lemon of '.he et- 

8 

Cavalry awurd*. 

{•edition. 

20 000 

Muaket ball*, €> 100 rouud* per mu*ket. 

I hope yon will not think this exorbi- 


Enfield rifle ball*, a 100 round* per rifle. 

tanr, but a* we should not be able 


EirIoI Italia, fa' 100 round* per pistol. 

to obtain a frr»h nupplv, 1 *c*rcely 

500 

ftoiind* of klii ll, rouud *bot and grape, for 6-potinder 

think it could be done with less. 


Hound* of shell, ruund shot and grupe, for 12 pounder 


100 

bowitaer, 

Bockrta. 


t 

Sergeant Itoyal Artillery. 

A steady man. ht* commission given 

I 

Corporal, ditto. 

him if the expedition wa* successful. 

1 Ditto, ditto 


(Signed) A. W. HEARSE Y, Lieutenant, Her Majesty's Service , 

Late Senior Lieutenant , ller Majesty’s 107 th Regiment. 


No. 804. 

Messrs. 11 irks and Fryer to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 16.) 

My Lord, Alheneeum , Rond Street, Manchester , September 13, 1807. 

IN view of the numbers of suggestions which are given publicly and otherwise to the 
Government respecting the Abyssinian expedition, we trust your Lordship will pardon U9 
in railing your attention to the patent American tube well, through which, by a simple 
process of boring, water can be reached in an hour. The scarcity of water in Abyssinia 
would render such a machine invaluable to our troops. 

Our anxiety for the success of the expedition must be our apology for troubling your 
Lordship. 

We are not interested parties, but have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN HICKS. 

ROKEBY FRYER. 
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No. 865. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 16.) 

Sir, India Office, September 14, 1867. 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant, forwarding copy of a telegram received from the 
Acting British Consul-General in Egypt, reporting the proceedings of the Viceroy of that 
country with reference to the proposed expedition to Abyssinia. 

2. In reply I am instructed to state, for the information of Lord Stanley, that a copy 
of your letter will be forwarded for the information of the Government of Bombay. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 



No. 86f 


Mr. Melvill to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 16.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, September 14, 1867. 

WITH reference to previous communications relating to the expedition to Abyssinia, 
I am directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to submit, for the considera¬ 
tion of Lord Stanley, whether it would not be desirable that Sir Robert Napier should be 
furnished with the views of Her Majesty’s Government as to the course he should take in 
the event of his demand upon King Theodore for the release of the captives proving 
ineffectual. 

Sir Stafford Northcote presumes that, in so far ns relates to military operations 
Sir R. Napier will be left to act according to bis own judgment, under the? circumstances 
in which he may find himself placed. But as regards other political contingencies that 
may ori^c, it appears advisable that, besides being vested with full powers to act on Her 
Majesty’s behalf in such matters, he should receive instructions as to (he general tenour of 
his conduct towards King Theodore and the Chiefs and people of Abyssinia. 

Sir Stafford Northcote apprehends that this will be peculiarly important, because the 
great scale of the preparations which are being made, taken in connection with some of the 
unfortunate complications which have occurred in our relations with Abyssinia, in iy give? 
rise to misconceptions as to the ultimate intentions of Her Majesty's Government. It may, 
therefore, be necessary that the object of the expedition and the present views of Her 
Majesty’s Government should lie distinctly explained to 8ir R. Napier. 

In assenting to the proposal of Sir Robert Napier for the organization of a force upon 
so large a scale, and in taking immediate measures to provide the very considerable 
quantity of transport-vessels, baggage animals, and other appliances which have been, or 
are about to be, dispatched from this country to the East, Sir Stafford Northcote 1ms been 
influenced by the conviction that these preparations afford the best hope of bringing 
King Theodore to reason without an actual collision, and that they will also tend, should 
active hostilities lie necessary, to shorten their duration, and to enable the British forces to 
leave the country as soon as tlieir object is accomplished. A smaller or a less perfectly 
equipped force might be detained in Abyssinia while reinforcements and supplies were being 
provided; and its long detention might give rise to complications which it is particularly 
desirable to avoid. 

Sir Stafford Northcote would suggest, for the consideration of Lord Stanley, that 
Sir R. Napier should be instructed, at the earliest opportunity, to proclaim that the object 
of the expedition is to vindicate the dignity of the British Government, by procuring the 
release of Mr. Rassam and his suite, and of Consul Cameron, from the captivity in which 
they have for a long period been inogt unjustifiably held ; and also the free egress from 
Abyssinia of all other Europeans w ho may be detained by King Theodore in his dominion* 
against their will; together with satisfaction for the insult offered to the British nation, in 
the persons of Her Majesty’s Consul and of the officers charged with the delivery ot a 
letter from Her Majesty to the King of Abyssinia. It should be made genciallv known 
that Her Majesty’s Government would greatly deprecate anv necessity for a British force 
remaining in Abyssinia longer than may be absolutely requisite for the accomplishment o! 
those objects. 

The proclamation should further specify that no injury is intended to the people of 



























Abyssinia, who may remain quietly in their homes; that the persons and properties of ail 
inhabitants of the country who should furnish supplies or carriage to the British army will 
be protected, and that none will be molested excepting such as may appear in arms or 
endeavour in any way to impede the progress of the army by the removal of cattle and 
means of subsistence, or afford information, aid, or support to a hostile force. 

It might be well to add that the King will be held personally responsible for any 
further injury to the captives. It would probably be undesirable to express any appre¬ 
hension that he might himself do them an injury, but it would be right that Sir K. Napier 
should iiave instructions as to the language he should employ and the measures he should 
take in the event of trie captives being removed further into the interior of the country or 
of actual violence being used towards them. 

Sir Stafford Northcote is of opinion that a distinct expression of the views of Her 
Majesty’s Government upon these and similar points, while it need not limit the discretion 
of Sir ft. Napier in the prosecution of the campaign, would be of essential service to him 
from the first, and might tend to prevent embarrassments hereafter. 

1 am. See. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


No. 867. 


Consul Barrie to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 16.) 

(No. 17.) 

My Lord, Alicante, September 10, 1867. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 15 of the 4th instant, 1 beg to inform your 
Lordship that, on the 8th, Captain Whinyate, accompanied by Assistant Commissary- 
General Gumming nnd a veterinary officer, arrived here, and delivered to me your Lord- 
ship’s despatch marked Separate of the 20th ultimo, in w hich you state that it is the wish 
of the Secretary of State for War that 1 should pay any expenses which he may be autho¬ 
rized to incur in the purchase of mules ; that I should reimburse ni)aelf by drawing on Her 
Majesty’s Pay mas ter-General, payable on account of the War Office; and that in each case 
I should require from tile officer an order for the payment to be made, for which he would 
be responsible. 

On receiving this despatch 1 handed it for perusal to Captain Whinyate and Mr. Gum¬ 
ming, expressing my readiness to act on these instructions, w hen the latter observed that 
he i nought there must be some mistake, as his instructions were to draw for any amounts 
required ; to which l only observed that perhaps his instructions might be anterior to those 
I had received. 

Since that moment I have accompanied the officers to select and hire stabling, and 
make all other preparations for the arrival of mules exjK-cted here, when to-day 
Mr. Commissary Gumming has called on me to request that I would indorse a bill drawn 
by him for 200/., as he had applied to several mercantile houses who, without my signa¬ 
ture, would not negotiate his bills. 

1 answered that I could not do so without disobevance of the wish of the Secretary 
of State for War, conveyed to me by your Lordship, but that I was ready to afford him 
personally any money he might require for preliminary expeuscs, stating that l would 
report the circumstances to your Lordship, which I now take the liberty of doing. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) BENJ. BARRIE. 


No. 868. 


Mr. Hammond to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 16, 1867. 

IN accordance with the request made in your letter of the 27th ultimo, Lord Stanley 
sent an instruction to Her Majesty’s Consul at Alicante, of wbith a copy is herewith 
inclosed, relative to the course to be pursued in regard to provid.n£ the officers sent from 
England to purchase mules with the necessary funds for that purpose. 
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I am now to transmit to you a copy of a despatch from Colonel Barrie,* by which you 
will see that Captain Whinyate, the officer sent to Alicante, has raised a question as to 
the correctness of the instruction given to the Consul; and I am to request that you will 
move Secretary Sir John Pakington to iuforut Lord Stanley what answer i< to be given to 
Colonel Barrie in this matter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 869. 

Consul Barrie to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 17.) 

(No. 16.) 

My Lord, Alicante , September 12, 1867. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 17 of the 10th instant, I beg to acquaint your 
Lordship that Mr. Assistant Commissary-General Gumming has just brought me a telegram 
from the Secretary for War, which would seem to indicate that he is supposed to be draw¬ 
ing bills on the Treasury. I have consequently at once consented to indorse all the 
bills which Captain W hinyate and he may consider necessary for the objects of the 
Commission. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) BENJ. BARRIE. 


No. 870. 

Mr. Hicks to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 17.) 

My Lord, 10, King Edward Street , Westminster Road, September 16, 1867. 

HAVING been engaged in the interior of the south-west coast of Africa for seven years 
trading on my own account; for Mr. C. J. Anderson, the celebrated African traveller, and 
several of the principal Cape merchants, 1 Iiave the honour to solicit an appointment 
attached to the commissariat for the Abyssinian expedition. 

My long residence, acquaintance with the language of various tribes, nnd the super¬ 
intendence and management of the means of transport and supply, render me eligible 
for it. Testimonials from the gentlemen named I can submit for your Lordship’s 
approval. 

I have been in England two years and am anxious to go to Africa again. My age 
is thirty-one years, and I have never suffered in any way likely to he detrimental to my 
health. 

Nothing shall he wanting on my part to render best services to the Government 
should your Lordship give me the necessary position. 

I Iiave, <fco. 

(8igncd) ALEXANDER HICK8. 


Usual answer. 


Minute . 


No. 871. 

Mr. MelviU to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 17.) 

(Confidential.) India Office, September 16, 1867. 

.MR. MELVILL presents his compliments to Mr. Murray, and begs to return the 
papersf respecting Abyssinia, forwarded in Foreign Office letter of the 17th ultimo. 


• No. 867. 

r»] 


t Dr. Ik-kc, August 10 sad 1?. 

9 A 
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No. 872. 

Mr. Hammond to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 17, 1867. 

WITH reference to Mr. Murray’s letter of yesterday's date, 1 am directed by Lord 
Stanley to transmit to you, for the information of Secretary Sir John Pakington, the 
accompanying copy of a farther despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Alicante,* report¬ 
ing that he has consented to indorse all bills drawn bv Captain Whinyateand Mr. Cuinming 
for purpose* connected with the purchase of mules for Abyssinia. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 873. 

Lord Stanley to Lord Bloomfield. 

(No. 33. Commercial.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , September 17, 1867. 

I REFERRED to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India your Excellence 's 
despatches of the 3rd instant, addressed to Mr. Murray, stating on what terms the Austrian 
Government would be willing to furnish that of Her Majesty with a supply of Maria 
Theresa dollars for the use of the projected Abyssinian expedition, and I transmit to you 
herewith the reply which has beeu received ftorn the Iudiu. Office on the subject-t 

And I have to instruct your Excellency to thank the Austrian Government for the 
offer made by them, and to inform them that Her Majesty's Government have no present 
occasion to avail themselves of that offer. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 874. 

The Marquis dCAzeglio to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 17.) 

My Lord, 49, Grosvenor Street, le 16 Septcmbre , 1867. 

JE viens d'etre informd par son Excellence le Ministre des Affaires KtrangSres que le 
Ministre do la Guerre, prenant un tr&s-grand intc/dt k I’expdditioti piochaine qui so prepare 
en ce rovaume pour la dllivrance des captifs de I’Abyssinie, parmi IcsqutL votre Excellence 
sc le rappelle suns doutc il v u son sujet Italien, voudrait Lieu que deux officiers de Parmde 
du Roi puissent 6 tre uclims 5 faire partie. do I’Etat-Major du General qui en aura le 
comnuindement. 

Je suis done officiellement chargd de communiquer A votre Excellence de d&ir que 
je viens d’avolr l’honneur de lui exprimer, et j’espfcre qu’uvec sa bienveillante ucct>ulum<*e 
clle nc voudra pas me refuser son appui unprfe* du Departeincnt competent. 

En lui en offrant d’avance mes plus vifs remercuuents, je saiais, &c. 

( 8 ignd) D'AZEGLIO. 


No. 873. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 17.) 

Sir, India Office, September 16, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the l Oth instant, and to acquaint you in reply that a copy of the 
papers accompanying it will be forwarded for the information of the Gos'ercment of 

Bombay. 

2. With regard to the proposal of the Acting British Consul General at Alexandria 
to accompany the projected expedition into Abyssinia, l am desired to state that Sir Stafford 

• No. 869. \ Noj 861. 


735 


Nortkcote is disposed to agree with Lord Stanley, that the interests of the public service 
would be better consulted by his remaining at his post. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 876. 

Mr. Bridgtower to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 17.) 

Monsieur, Km Tritone, No. 19, Rome, le 13 Septembre , 1867. 

LA douloureusc et irreparable perte que j’ai faite de ma ra£re a dte la cause qui m’a 
empdebd de madresser k vous plus vitement. 

Monsieur, la chose dont je viendrais vous parler est d’un tres-haut intent pour moi. 
et ^a pourrait se faire qu’elle devient import ante aussi il la nation et Cuur Anglaise, si vous, 
qui est un homme diplomate, vous lui preties unc oreille ainicale ct un reil louillant. 

Soit pur les registres des pasports, soit jw»r des joumnux ou pent bien relevcr com me 
pendant les annees 1784—1795 prtot, un individu Abyssinieo de haut rang parviut it 
Londres, venant de la Polonie, od il fit manage avec Mary Ursula, tie la Maison des 
Comtes Schmidt, fait qu’on prouve par acte authentique dc bapt^me de leur tils. Ce 
Monsieur Abysainien fut autant aim* par le Roi Britannique George III que k son fils 
(ptire de ma m*re, native de Londres) lui donna le nom de George, et lui cren le nom de 
famille Bridgtower. Lc p£re de ina mere devait £trc, par volontd du Roi, un Amirnl; 
mais 5 c ause de sa trop courte vue il dut abandonner si belle et honornnte carrifcre, et 
deploye un talent et unc ability |>as commune sur la musique, il deviut tan excellent 
violinistc et par Sa Majesty George IV, fut nomrnd Directeur des Concerts de la Cour, et 
il deineura continuellemeut »u Palais de Carlton House; toutes choses vtfriHables avec 
bcaucoup dc facility car ties m^moires de Sir Bridgtower doivent par necessity y #trc dans 
la Cour de Londres. 

Mon grand-p^rc fut si intime dan* la Famille Royale qu’il nc put fuire a nioins d’etre 
compris duns le proces de la Princesse Charlotte de Brunswick, dpouse de George IV, ct 
nc pouvant pas approuver qurlque particularity de oelui-h\ il fut oblige? de *e tttircr de la 
Cour, et seulement par des intrigues d’un individu oien contmire lui, il perdtt la pension 
que de ertte Cour il recevait. Aprts tout qk quand I’uctucllc Majcste la Heine Victoiro 
monta sur lc Trone de la Grande Bretagne, Sir Bridgtower revint il Lmdres et pr^senla *n 
tille a Sa Majesty Britannique la Reine Victoire, ytant nux bain* de Bath, en disant a elle 
qu’il aurait csp 6 rd qu un jour sa fiile fftt placde parmi les dames de Cour: mais tout 9 a 
vint a manquer pour des raisons toutes spf*cinlcs. 

Les plus tristes circonstunccs dc famille et des hainc* fra tern cl les ont fait que je Aisse 
privy de tous les pa piers pour 1 esq u el les il m’aurait did facile de faire vuloir let raisons 
pour revenger les droits dc mon bisaleul: mais il present je suis oblige d’y rltourner nu- 
dessus en recueillant les documents et les preuves 15 oil je puis arriver par moi indme. 
Deja )’en ai heuucoup et irrefragable*, mais pas tous. I.a Cour d’Angleterre pourrait men 
fournir plusieurs; et jc suis dans l’attcnte dc rdponses 5 cc propos de bien de pays. 
Monsieur, qu'il ne vous surprenne pas la chose, nmis mon bisafeul etait le plus prds et 
Idgitime heritier de la Couroune et du Trdnc d’Abyssinic, pays qu’il laisaa pour raisons 
partieulitres. Coimne tel il vecut a la Cour de Londres, de Uresde, ct dc Paris, commc tel 
fut no'iime par la Haute Police Municipal de Paris avec rapport du 30 Septembre, 1840, 
que nous conservons en original; comme tel fut rdeonnu par le Fri re du Reignant Ubid, 
Seigneur du Tigrd, quand de l’Abvs&inie il se rendit a Rome en 1841 pour baiter le pied de 
Sa Saintete lc Pope Gregorio XVI, fait qu’on prouve par des pieces en propos par nous 
consend. 

Pour rendre evident cette descendance plus d’un dvdquc y a oris part, et eutre autres 
une lettre de moi, pen de temps en arridre, est parvenue u Mooseigneur Enrique Edward 
Manning. Archevdque de Westminster, k laquelle je conrte d’y recevoir rdponsej et une 
autre lettre encore j'dcrirai bientot k i'actuel Consul Anglais cn Alexandria en Egyptc, 
d’ou j’en espdre les plus valuables et notables ddaircisscments pour coostater sur moi ct 
mon frdre les droits de descendance qui nous lient 5 I’Ahyssinie. 

Notre nom dans ces loiotains pays est deja cuunu et I’Angletcrre le verm public en 
Massow ah dans I dglise dedidc 5 St. Jaseph ; et dans t’ici joint iambcuu de lettre dcrite par 
Mooseigneur l»orenzo Biancheri, Vicaire Apostolique d’Abyssiuie, date de Mm»sov\ah, le 
20 Octobre, 1863, vous y apprendrez le sentime!.t de ces peoples a notre dgard. 

• • ’ • • • • 

“Toutes personnes qui savent lire ne laissent dc ine demander que veut dire celte 
















inscription; ct moi alors je leur dis l’histoire de ce jeune fils da Negus qui laissa 
I’Abyssinic pour sc rendre en Polonie oil il se maria. De ce manage en earent un fils, et 
de celui-ci en n&quit la Dame Felieie, epouse decelui qui peignit les tableaux et Alexandre 
et Charle sont les fils de Luis et de F4icie et par consequence, du c6t£ maternel, descen¬ 
dant dc la famille de Salomon. Vous ne pouvez pas croire quelle impression leur fasse de 
savoir sc trouver a Rome des descendants de leur ancienne dynastie, mais ils sont aussi 
opprimla par Ic pr&ent Empereur et au&si craiutifs de son nom qu’ils n osent ex primer le 
ddsir de revoir de nouveaux la famille de Salomon sur leur Trone, &c.” 

L'Angleterre va k mettre une barri£rc aux folles ambitions d’un tiran usurpatcur; vous, 
si pouvait entrer dans les vues des int^rftts de la nation Anglaise, vous. Monsieur, vous 
pourriez apprendre bicn de chores k ce propos. Monsieur, je ne vous fais |>as la relation 
d’un fait tout simplement, rnais je vous pr&ente les moyens de le verifier si qk peut vous 
intlresser. Je ne vous fais aucune demande, e’est k votre magnanimity que j’attacbe un 
espoir d’etre aidd par vous afm que je puisse etre rcconnu par la Cour Anglaiae comme 
Vnrrifere-neveu dc c«*t Abyasiuien, counu en Europe sous le nom de Prince Noir. 

line rtfponse de vous, dont je ne crois pas Stre trop indiscret en vous la demandant, 
ell* tne donnera occasion de vous oflrir d’autres dclaircissements et la copie des documents 
que je possfcdi? si vous iugerez voos 6tre utiles, ou bicn si vous pensez pouvoir m'aiderence 
que jc cbercbe d'obtenir, sur que ootre reconnaissance ne vous manquera jamais. 

Soyez, &c. 

(Signd) FR. ALEXANDER MS. MARZARA BRIDGTOWER. 


Memorandum on the preceding Letter . 

THE writer's maternal grandfather was born in England, and was son of an Abyssinian 
gentleman of high degree, who, for private reasons, was compelled to leave his country. 
The son became a great favourite of George III ; was named by the King, George Bridg- 
tower. As he was too short-sighted to he made an Admiral, which office the King was 
anxious to confer upon him, he became a great fiddler, and wus appointed by George IV 
Director of the Royal Concerts, with apartments at Carlton House. 

His intimacy with the Royal Family wus so great that he could not avoid being mixed 
up in the trial of' Princess Charlotte of Brunswick, wife of George IV. As, however, some 
steps taken in the case did not meet with his approval, he retired into private life, and 
was short I v after deprived by certain intriguers of his Court pension. 

On tiie Queen's uccession, “Sir Bridgtower" returned to Court from the mineral 
waters of Bath, and presented his daughter (the writer’s mother) to the young Queen, 
expressing the hope that a place might be found for her among the ladies of the 
Court. 

Circumstances over which he had no control prevented this arrangement being 

carried out. _ ,. 

The writer's great grandfather was the rightful heir to the Throne of Abyssinia. 
Paternal hatred and family misfortunes have deprived him of the means of proving his 
case, but he is diligently seeking them .it hom? and abroad. He, however, possesses 
incontestable proof that his great grandfather proceeded to Rome and kissed the Pontiff’s 
foot, besides visiting London, Paris, and Dresden. 

Archbishop Manning and the English Consul at Alexandria have been applied to, and 
will doubtless furnish valuable information. 

Monseigneur Bianchcri, Vicar Ajiostolique of Abyssinia, has discovered, by an inscrip¬ 
tion in the church at Massowah, that the writer is descended, on his mother’s side, from 
King Soloinan, and his installation as King would be gratefully hailed by all Abyssinians. 

The writer finally thinks this a favourable moment for mounting the Throne of 
King Theodore, and hopes he will meantime be recognized as great nephew of the “ Black 
Prince" by which title this Abyssinian noble was well known in Europe. 


No. 877. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 17, 1867. 

1AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you a copy of a letter from the Italian 
Minister at this Court,* expressing the desire of his Goverfeueht, that two officers of the 
Italian army may be permitted to accompany the staff of the Abyssinian expedition, and 1 

* No. 874. 
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am to request that you will lay the Marquis d’Azeglio's letter before Secretary Sir Stafford 
Northcote, and that you will move him to favour Lord Stanley with his opinion as to 
the answer which should be returned to it. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 878. 

Lord Stanley to the Marquis etAneglio. 

M. le Marquis, Foreign Office, September 17, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, 
respecting the desire of your Government that two Italian officers should aeconi|»any the 
staff of the Abyssinian expedition. 

I shall do myself the honour, M. le Marquis, of replying further to your letter as soon 
as 1 have communicated with the proper Department of Her Majesty’s Government on 
this subject. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 879. 

Mr. Murray to M. de Franco. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 17, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
27th ultimo,* offering to proceed to Abyssinia to endeavour to effect the release of the 
captives detained in Abyssinia, and in thanking you for this offer, 1 am to inform you that 
bis Lordship will not avail himself of it. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 879*. 

Mr. Apostolides to Lord Stanley, September 17, 1867. 

[Recommends mission under auspices of Greejt and Coptic Patriarchs, and offers services.] 


Minute. 

India Office; and acknowledge. 


E. HAMMOND. 
8 . 


No. 880. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Melvill. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 19, 1867. 

JAM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith a letter in quadruplicate, 
addressed by bis Lordship to King Theodore of Abyssinia, together with a copy of the same, 
for the information of Secretary Sir Stafford Northcote, and 1 am to request that these letters, 
four in number, may be transmitted to the Resident at Aden, with instructions to forward 
as quickly as possible, by separate messengers, who should be directed to proceed by 
routes which may apjiear best calculated to ensure the letters, or, at all events, one of 
them, reaching King Theodore. 

The letter now inclosed is designed to supersede that sent to you from this office on 
the 9th instant, which 1 am to request may be returned to England. 

I»rd Stanley projioses in a few days to communicate fully with Sir Stafford North¬ 
cote on the subject of the instructions to be given to Sir Robert Napier for the Government 
of his proceedings in other than military matters. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


9 B 
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Inclosure in No. 880. 

Lord Stanley to King Theodore of Abyssinia. 

Foreign Office, September 9, 1867. 

To His Majesty Theodore, King of Abyssinia. 

MANY month! have now elapsed since the Queen, my Sovereign, on the 4th of 
October, 1866,* and Her Majesty's Secretary of State lor Foreign Affairs, by command of 
Her Majesty, on the 16th of April of this year.f appealed to your Majesty in order to 
obtain the release from the captivity in which they have for a long period been most 
unjustifiably held, of officers sent to your Court on public matters, and of other individual! 
who have come under your control. 

But your Majesty has disregarded these successive appeals, has made light of the 
remonstrances and representations of the Queen, and has rejected the friendly overtures 
which have so repeatedly been made to you by Her Majesty’s commands. 

It is impossible for the Queen any longer to endure such conduct on the part of your 
Majesty, and Her Majesty has therefore given orders that a military force, under the 
command of Lieutenant-General Sir Robert Napier, K.C.B., should without delay enter 
vour dominions, and obtain from you by force a concession which you have hitherto with¬ 
held from friendly representation. 

For the result of this measure, whatever may be the consequences of it to your Throne 
and to your country, your Majesty can alone be held responsible throughout the civilized 
world * and although the Queen would fain hope that, even in this the last hour, your Majesty 
may be induced to listen to words of peace, and avert, by full and immediate concessions, 
the attacks which in a short space of time will be directed against you, 1 am commanded 
by the Queen to warn your Majesty that the course of action which I now make known to 
you is irrevocably determined on, aud that the only means of preserving your country from 
war, and your own power from overthrow, will be found in the delivery to the Commander 
of the British invading army of all the European prisoners in your keeping; and it is the 
earnest desire of the Queen that this last opportunity which Her Majesty otfers to you 
may l>e taken advantage of by your Majesty, and that peace may be so preserved between 
England and Abyssinia. 

Having thus fulfilled the command of the Queen my Sovereign, 1 bid your Majesty 
heartily farewell. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 881. 

Air. Northcote to Mr. Hanunond.—(Received September 18.) 

My dear Sir, India Office, September 18, 1867. 

1 HAVE received the packet containing the five letters to King Theodore, with copy 
and the official letter dated this day. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) W. S. NORTHCOTE. 


No. 882. 

Mr. Melvill to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 18.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, September 18, 1867. 

1 TRANSMIT herewith, for the information of Lord Stanley, a copy of a letter which 
has been addressed by order of Sir Stafford Northcote to the Rev. Dr. Krapf, and am to 
request that, in laying the same before his Lordship, you will move him to issue such 
instructions as may appear requisite to Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Cairo, to facilitate 
as far as may be in his power Dr. Krapfs early arrival at Massowah. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


• No. 478. 


t IndoMre in No. 576. 
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Indosore in No. 882. 

Mr. Melvill to the Rev. Dr. Krapf. 


(Confidential.) 

Reverend Sir, r .. 0 

I AM directed by Sir Stafford Northcote to info™ “«• 

EESaR° S"* lCh 5 fore f to A UnU. under tilTcommandof 

lihTrSi J r I Na P ,er ? W,t i * Vlew to ^mand and. if need be, to compel the 
liberation of British subjects and other Europeans detained by King Theodore Sir R Nanb»r 

has expressed a desire to have the advantagTof your services on fhe oS ^ 

of a di^mar!rfthe ?“* y °“ * ho , uld arcom P a »y the expedition in the capacity 
^ t kPguoge. placing yourself entirely under the directim.. of 

SfS '*? 5 XZSZSZZSff. 

££££?" 

£S^p3^2SS5ssS£w5 

smmmimmm 

the anny.° U UP proclamat,ona and documents before the actual arrival of 

tionexpedi - 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


No. 883. 


Sir E. Lugard to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 18.) 


Alicante t' ll ’ "B °* a ,ro "» Her Majesty’s Con.il a[ 

England to purchase m^tofor the 10 r€gard to providing the officers sent from 

that nurpose P f H Abyssinian expedition, w,th the necessary funds for 

ewn U^:rbi,U? h e necc85ar yf. b «n«oftlie military officer who .hould counter. 


• N®. 868. 
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The Consult might a bo be requested to attest verbally to parties applying to them 
the validity of the bills drawn upon the British Treasury. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWARD LUGARD 


No. 884. 

Mr. Hammond to Sir B. Lugard. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 19, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th 
instant,* and to inform you, in reply, that his Lordship has this day instructed Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Madrid by telegraph to request the Spanish Government to allow mule 
transports calling at Alicante and Valencia, to be treated as military shipping. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 885. 

Mr. Hammond to Acting Consul-General Reade. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office , September 19, 1867. 

DO all you can to facilitate early arrival at Massowah of Dr. Krapf, who is about to 
proceed thither to join Abyssinian expedition as interpreter. 


No. 886. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Melvill. 

Sir, Foreign Office , September 19, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th 
instant,t and to state to you in reply that his Lordship has this day instructed the Acting 
British Consul-General in Egypt, by telegraph, to do all he can to facilitate the early 
arrival at Massowali of Dr. Krapf. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 887. 

Sir E. Lugard to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 19 ) 

Sir, H r ur Office , September 18, 1867. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the arrangements in 
connection with the purchase of mules for the Abyssinian expedition, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir John Pakington to request that you will inform Lord Stanley that it has 
been represented by the Senior Commissariat othccr at Gibraltar, who is entrusted with the 
duty of inspecting the mule purchasing establishments on the coast of Spain, that it would 
much facilitate proceedings at Alicante and Valencia, as well as save heavy port dues and 
fees could the Spanish Government be induced to allow the mule transports calling at 
these ports to be treated as military shipping. 

With this view l am to request that you will move Lord Stanley to send the necessary 
instructions to Her Majesty’s Minister at the Court of Madrid. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWARD LUGARD. 


• No. 883. 
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No. 888. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Bridgtower. 

(Secret.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , September 19, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th 
instant,* and to inform you in reply that Her Majesty’s Government have no intention of 
interfering with the succession to the Throne of Abyssinia. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 889. 

Lord Stanley to Sir S. Northcote. 

(Secret.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 19, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that 1 fully concur in the suggestion made in 
the letter from your Department of the 14th instant that Sir Robert Napier, on assuming 
the command of the expedition now preparing for Abyssinia, should be fully apprized of 
the objects for which that expedition is undertaken, and of the course which, as far as it 
can be prescribed, he should take in contingencies which may be anticipated as possible. 

The primary object of the expedition is to effect the release of those servants of Her 
Majesty, such as Mr. Rassam, Consul Cameron, and their respective companions and 
attendants, who, having been employed on public duty in Abyssinia, have been wrongfully 
imprisoned and ill treated by King Theodore. 

Besides these persons there are many others of different nationalities, and wholly 
unconnected with the British Government, who, having repaired originally to Abyssinia 
for purposes of their own, have shared the captivity and ill-treatment to which Her 
Majesty’s servants have been exposed. 

There is a third class of persons also, it is believed of different nationalities, who 
having been in the service of King Theodore as mechanics and artizaus, are supposed 
recently to have incurred his displeasure, and, as a consequence, to have been subjected to 
imprisonment, if nothing worse. 

The first class is unquestionably that to whose release the attention of Sir Robert 
Napier should first be directed. Their treatment has been a wanton defiance of Great 
Britain, involving a disregard of all international obligations, and a manifest disrespect 
towards the Queen. 

But although the wrong done internationally might appear to be satisfied with the 
release of Her Majesty’s servants, especially as Her Majesty’s Government are net disposed 
to insist on compensation eilher territorial or pecuniary in addition to their release, Her 
Majesty’s Government would much desire that the efforts made for the attainment of this 
object should conduce to the release of their fellow-prisoners of the second class, for 
though neither Parliament nor the country would have sanctioned au expedition to 
Abyssinia in order solely to effect the release of persons either having no national claims 
on them, or who might have, voluntarily, for purposes of their own, brought themselves into 
the dangerous position in which they now stand, yet Her Majesty’s Government feel confident 
that both Parliament and the country would greatly regret that the expedition, having 
succeeded in effecting the liberation of Her Majesty’s servants, should withdraw from 
Abyssinia still leaving in the country and in captivity their companions in misfortune. 

Therefore. Her Majesty’s Government think that Sir R. Napier should be told to do 
his utmost to effect the release of both these classes of captives, bearing in mind, however, 
that the liberation of the first rlass may be demanded as a matter of international light, 
while that of the others can only be pressed on general grounds of humanity; and it is 
only in the case of the two classes being separated from each other, and ol its becoming 
evident that, though the release of Her Majesty’s servants was obtained, the prolongation 
of endeavours to effect the release of their fellow-sufferers might compromise the safety of 
Her Majesty’s forces, or involve a prolonged occupation of Abyssinia with all its attendant 
risks and expenditure, that Sir R. Napier should desist from his o)>er.ttions. 

As regards the third class of captives they have no special claim on Her Majesty’s 
interference to effect their release. At the same time, however, they should not be 
excluded from the chance of escape, which would be afforded them by a general demand 
for the release, not only of Her Majesty’s servants, but of all Europeans, including citizens 
of the United States, if there should be any such among them who may be desirous of 

• No 876. 
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quitting tlie country. But beyond this, interference in behalf of this class of persons 
should not be pushed. 

Sir Robert Napier will, of course, use his discretion in keeping exclusively within his 
own knowledge the distinction thus drawn between the three classes of prisoners. 

The first step which, on the landing of the expeditionary force, at whatever point of 
the coast, and in whatever territory that landing should be effected. Sir R. Napier should 
be instructed to take, should be to endeavour to open a communication with King 
Theodore. 

By that communication the King should be apprised that the Queen, having exhausted 
every means of friendly representations to effect tire release of her servants and others 
from the captivity in which they were wrongfully held, had commissioned Sir R Napier to 
obtain by force of arms that which Her Majesty had failed to effect by friendly representa¬ 
tion ; that consequently Her Majesty's forces would enter Abyssinia, and would pursue 
their march until the object for which they were sent had been accomplished; and that 
for the consequences which might result to the King for that operation, the King, and he 
alone, would be responsible; that Her Majesty had no desire to subvert the authority of 
the King, though it was obvious that such would in all probability be the result of war if 
pushed to extremity; and that the King might avert from himself all these dangers by the 
immediate surrender of the prisoners, and by their delivery unharmed within the British 
lines. That once effected, the British forces. Sir R. Napier would go on to say, would at 
once retire; they would not deprive the King of any portion of his territory, neither would 
they exact from him any conccsNion, pecuniary or otherwise, as an acknowledgment of his 
pa.*»t disregard of Her Majesty’s representations; but Sir R. Napier should add if these 
offers were not only rejected, but if the K ; ug should be so ill-advised as to continue to 
ill-treat his prisoners, or to put them t' violent death, or by hardships or privations 
bring their lives to an end, in either oue the King would be held personally responsible 
for their blood, and no hope of future condonation or reconciliation need he entertained 
by him. 

It would not be advisable that Sir R. Napier should hold out any more specific threat, 
hut. it is right (hut lie should he made acquainted with the course which Her Majesty’s 
Government would wish him to pursue if the King should fall into his hands by the tate 
of war unstained or not by the blood of the prisoners. In either case Sir R. Napier should 
continue to hold the King in his custody even to the extent of removing him to Bombay 
with the retiring expedition, until Her Majesty’s pleasure can be ascertained as to the 
manner in which he should thereafter he dealt with. 

Her Majesty's Government have no concern with what might befal Abyssinia from 
the removal o! King Theodore from the country. The lesson to be taught to rulers of his 
character and to their people is that wanton outrage on British subjects will sooner or 
later bring down upon the perpetrators of it signal retribution. 

And this brings me to the last point to which 1 think Sir R. Napier’s attention need 
specially la* directed—I mean the question of subverting the authority of King Theodore 
by the co-operation of native Rulers. 

Doubtless Sir R. Napier may take advantage of any offers of assistance which he may 
receive from native Princes who, on whatever grounds, may be willing to co-operate, for 
purposes of their own, with the expedition under his orders; and he may invite their 
co-operation or encourage it by pecuniary inducements. But Sir R. Napier must bear in 
mind that the motives and purposes of any such Chief are not those which he is commis¬ 
sioned to promote. He is not sent to overthrow one Ruler, or set up another—still less 
is he sent in order to extend British territory or to increase Briti»h influence, any attempt 
to do which would infallibly involve this country in alliances ot the most entangling and 
embarrassing character. Friendship for the time being, and for the accomplishment of the 
object" of the expedition under his command, is all that Sir R. Napier must seek to acquire 
by enlisting the services of native Rulers ; but he must careiully abstain from any promise 
of future support, and from uny assurances of preference of one native Ruler before the 
other. 

Her Majesty’s Government feel bound to release Her Majesty’s servants from 
captivity ; but they undertake the duty with reluctance, and with a deep sense of all the 
difficulties that attend it That object accomplished, it will in no way concern them what 
may be the future that awaits Abyssinia; what Ruler may hold po\ er in the country ; 
what civil wars or commotion may arise in it. On grounds of humanity Her Majesty’s 
Government would desire the country to be well governed, and the jieople to he contented 
and prosperous; but they do not consider it incumbent on thorn to set up or to support 
any form of government, or any particular Ruler under winch jt shall be curried out, in a 
couutry in which they have rtaily no British interests to prOn ole. 
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_. '\* th reference to what I have just said, it will be desirable that, on entering Abyssinia, 

»ir R. Napier should circulate as extensively as possible a notice that the force under his 
command has been sent for the sole purpose of releasing Her Majesty’s servants and othera 
unjustly detained m captivity; that as soon as that object is effected, the force will be 
withdrawn; and that it is not intended to occupy permanently any portion of the territory 
° ^by 8a,r, i a » or to interfere with the internal government of the country. 

Sir R. Napier might further promise that no injury shall be done to those who do not 
oppose the march of the expedition, and that any assistance which may be afforded to it 
will be liberally paid for; while, on the other hand, any resistance that may be offered, or 
any backwardness in affording supplies of any kind in return for payment, will bring down 
upon the parties severe retribution. ' 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY 


No. 890. 

Major- Genera/ Pears to Mr. Egerton.—(Received September 19.) 

Sir> , ... 0 Office, September 18, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to forward copy of a 
letter from the Director ot Transport Services, forwarding a statement of the establishment 
in Egypt connected with the overland transport of troops, with a list of the officers, and I 
am to request that the same may be transmitted to Her Majesty’s Consul-General in that 
Vicerov ,n,orn ‘ ftt,on anrf for 0011,01 unication to the Government of His Highness the 

I have, See. 

(Signed) T. T. BEARS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 890. 

The Director of Transport Services to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir ’ ... ... t Admiralty, Somerset House, September 14, 1867. 

I N transmitting the annexed list of the officers stationed in Egypt for the purpose of 
conducting the duties m connection with the overland transport of troops, and their 
establishments, 1 would submit that the Secretary of State for India in Council may be 
pka.se. to cause it to be forwarded, through the Foreign Secretary, to Her Majesty’, 
Consul-General and Agent for comm unication to the Government of His Highness the 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. R. MENDS, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 890. 

Establishment in Egypt connected i cith the Overland Transport of British Troops. 

PRINCIPAL Transport Officer and Agent for the Government of India, chanted 
cjtiiu a'^ghh? k N ranS|K>rt iD EW,pt: Alexandria 8 - 

Xaval Establishment. 

(Subordinate to Captain Willoughby.) 

Resident Transport Officer at Suez and Assistant to Principal Transport Officer - 
Commander A. W. Chittv, late Indian Navy. v 

Accountant Officer at Alexandria.-G. A. S. M.gnon, Esq., late Indian Navy. 

Clerk at Suez.—J. P. Antrum. Esq., late Indian Navy. 

Ditto at Alexandria.—R. C. H. Philips, Esq , late Indian Navy. 

. .. D ^° f m a? S ’ ( * iva8t **j &c * Captains and crews of steam-tugs and troop-boats 
stationed at Alexandria and Suez. 1 







744 


Military Establishment. 

Deputy Quartermaster-General in Egypt, charged with the military details and 
discipline of the troops passing through Egypt; Head-quarters, Alexandria.—Brevet- 
Colonel R. S. Ross, C.B., late 93rd Foot. 

^Subordinate to Colonel Roes, C.B.) 

Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General (at Suez).—Brevet-Major G. Clerk, Rifle 
Brigade. 

Ditto (at Alexandria).—Captain G. S. Morris, late 15th Bombay N.I. 

Principal Medical Officer at Suez.—Surgeon-Major G. K. Hardie, M.D. 

Deputy Purveyor at Suez.—Not yet appointed. 

Two Orderly Staff Seijeants, as Clerks ; Dragomans, Cavasses, Ac. 


No. 891. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale. 


8ir, Foreign Office, September 19, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you the accompanying letter from a 
Mr. Apostolides,* recommending that a mission should be sent to Abyssinia under the 
auspices of the Greek and Coptic Patriarchs. 

Mr. Apostolides has been informed that that his letter has been sent to the India 
Office. 

I am, Ac. 


(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 892. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Hicks. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 19, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of letter addressed to his 
Lordship bv vou and Mr. Fryer on the 13th instant,t and to thank you for the suggestion 
contained therein pith regard to the use of the American tube well by the expedition to 
Abyssinia. 

This matter has already been under the consideration of the India Office, with whom 
rest all the arrangements connected with the expedition. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 893. 

Lord Stanley to Sir J. Crompton. 

No. 32. Commercial.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , September 20, 1867. 

THE officer charged with the superintendence of the purchase of mules for the 
expedition to Abyssinia, has represented to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for War, that 
it would much facilitate proceedings at Alicante and Valencia, if the Spanish Government 
would consent to allow mule transports calling at those ports to be treated as military 
shipping, and exempted os such from port dues and fees. 

1 have accordingly to instruct you to request the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs 
to be good enough to cause instructions to that effect to be sent to the authorities at the 
above-named ports. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


• No. 879. 


t No 884. 
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No. 894. 

Acting Consul-General Guarracino to Lord Stanley.—-(Received September 20.) 

(No. 22. Consular.) 

My Lord. Constantinople, September 11, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Murray's despatch No. 7, 
Consular, of the 29th ultimo, and of Mr. Hammonds despatch, marked Separate, of the 
2nd instant,* conveying to me your Lordship’s instructions with reference to the purchase 
in this country by Her Majesty’s Government of a quantity of mules for the use of Her 
Majesty’s Indian army; and I beg to state that I have given due publicity to the subject, in 
order that on the arrival of the officers charged with the selection aud purchase of the 
animals no time may be lost. 

The dearth of animals, especially mules, caused by the Crimean War, is still felt in 
this neighbourhood, and their supply is small. It will, therefore, be necessary to procure 
them from more distant provinces; and 1 have taken measures to the effect that when the 
officers charged to buy the mules arrive here, they may find people ready to enter into 
agreements to deliver animals from those provinces. 

Pack-horses are more abundant; and in the event of this description of animal being 
required, there would be no difficulty in obtaining them to a considerable number, and at 
moderate prices. I should say at a rate of not more than 1W. to 12/. each. I doubt good 
mules being procurable under 35/. to 40/. each. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FREDK. GUARRACINO. 


No. 895. 

Consul Dunlop to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 20.) 

(No. 55.) 

My Lord, ^ Cadiz, September 15, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship, the copy of a despatch 
which I addressed yesterday to his Excellency the Governor of Gibraltar. 

In the event of his Excellency finding that the mule-owners in Southern Andalusia 
and Granada do not readily respond to the offers made to purchase mules, under certain 
conditions, deliverable at the lines near Gibraltar, I beg leave to state to your Lordship 
that contracts might be easily made here for the purchase of stout pack-nudes, serviceable 
for hill work, to be delivered here or at Seville, or Gibraltar, as agreed upon. One or two 
thousand mules, or even more, could be procured in a fortnight without much difficulty. 

Many persons conversant with such matters would approve of the standard of height 
being lowered, because it is the case that a stout hardy Spanish mule, perfectly strong 
enough to carry heavy weights over mountains, is often shorter in the legs than those of 
the height demanded in the advertisement, which height is more that of the cart-mules 
in Andalusia. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) A. GRAHAM DUNLOP. 


Inclosure in No. 895. 

Consul Dunlop to General Sir R. Airey. 

Sir» Cadiz, September 14, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to afford your Excellency (or the officers who may 
be sent here) every aid in my power in the purchase of mules for the Indian army. 

I have already had some private communications with agents who generally accomplish 
such purchases in this district, and have caused to be published and distributed the printed 
notices forwarded from Gibraltar, nor do I anticipate serious difficulty in procuring the 
quantity required. 

But should your Excellency find that the owners of mules in Spain are unwilling to 
risk the sending of them so far as Gibraltar, on the chance of their being selected there 
for purchase, I would venture to recommend that the owners of the large mule-breeding 
farms in Estreraadura and the north of Andalusia should be at once applied to, because 

, • Nos. 775, 776 and 799. 
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purchases will be accomplished on favourable terms just at present, and previous to the 
mule fairs, which take place towards the end of the month. 

I (ear that the Spanish mule-dealer will hesitate sending his cattle so far as to 
Gibraltar, on the mere chance of purchase, although 144 dollars is a very fair price for 
stout pack-mules. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. GRAHAM DUNLOP. 


No. 896. 

Mr. Melvill to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 20.) 

(Confidential.) 

Si r> India Office, September 20, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 13th instant, with inclosures from Her Majesty’ 
Consul-General at Cairo'and from M. Polidis,* relating to the offer of the Utter to proceed 
to Abyssinia, in order to effect the release of the prisoners detained by the King, 1 am 
directed to inform you, for the information of Lord Stanley, that, in the opinion of Sir 
S. Northcote, it is not desirable, in the absence of more definite information respecting 
M. Polidis from Mr. Reade, to accept this proposal. 

I am, Sic. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL 


No. 897. 

Mr. Melvill to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 20.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office , September 20, 1867. 

IN reply to your letter of the 18th instant,f forwarding a despatch in quadruplicate 
from Lord Stanley to King Theodore, in substitution for that transmitted to this Office on 
9th instant, I am to acquaint you that instructions (copy of which is inclosed), have been 
sent to the Political Resident at Aden, to take measures for the safe delivery of the letters 
in question, and to return to England by the first opportunity the previous letter to the 
King of Abyasinia, which is to be considered cancelled. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


Inclosure in No. 897. 


Mr. Kaye to the Political Resident at Aden. 

(Secret.) 

Sir, India Office , September 18, 1867. 

WITH reference to General Pears’ letter of the 10th instant, I am directed by the 
Secretary of State for India, to forward a letter addressed by the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs to King Theodore of Abyssinia, in substitution of that which was sent to 
you by the last mail; and I am to request that you will consider the previous letter to be 
cancelled, and will return it by the first opportunity to this office. 

The letter to King Theodore, now inclosed in quadruplicate, is to be forwarded by 
you with the utmost possible promptitude to Maasowah, in charge of a confidential officer, 
and the several inclosures are to be dispatched thence by separate trustworthy messengers, 
who should be directed to proceed by such routes as may appear to be best calculated to 
insure the safe delivery of the letters, or at least one of them, to King Theodore. 

A copy of Lord Stanley’s letter, which you will consider confidential, is inclosed. 

I have, Ate. 

(Signed) J. WM. KAYE. 


• No. 05], sod ladcMure. 
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No. 89a 

Mr. MelviU to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 20.) 

L \ d,rected hj ® ,r Stafford Northcote to transmit to you, for the information of 
offer o S f h“i e «r“^° " P X h “" * ddre,sed *° ‘ h »‘ gentleman, declining the 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


Inclosure in No. 898. 

(Confidential.) 

16th 1 ' A tj^| dir LL ted - h | y th ? ^7*7 ° f St8t * for Ind “'*° * c ^owledge < your jette^of the 
I6th instant addressed to Lord Stanley, m which you propose thnt a mission should be sent 

, r ’T'*’ ,h « Greek and Coptic Patriarchs, and offering your 

services m the event of such a mission being resolved on; and I am in reply to express to 
you Sir Stafford Northcote s thanks for the suggestion and offer, of which, however, L does 
not, 10 present circumstances, deem it expedient to avail himself. 

I am, Ac. 

(8igned) J. COSMO MELVILL 


No. 899. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Melvill. 

^’iAVJinvtatUI^a. ... Forrign Office, Btptmber 20, 1867. 

AM directed Stanley to transmit to you, to be laid before Sir Stafford 

SSK m accom P an ! n “S. tot*™ which have been received through Her Majesty's 

“ Ea25£ x “ d Lieu,eDant Luci * ni ’ “ kin8 

I am, Ac. 

(8igned) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 900. 

(No 23 ^ A l ° L ° rd Stanle y^ Received September 20.) 

My Lord . Florence, September 16. 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a letter from 
a person who describes himself as having formerly served as an officer under General 

^^ Wh ° cx J ,re88Ci t I# desire 1,0 flowed to serve in a similar capacity in the 
British expeditionary force to be sent to Abyssinia. * 7 

1 1" to , re( j ue8t y° ur Lordship’s instructions as to the answer which I am to 
return to this application. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) A. PAGET. 


_ _ ... Minute. 

Inclose to India Office. 

E. HAMMOND. 

8 . 


• Ns. 879 . 
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No. 901. 

Sir A. Paget to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 20.) 

JTotctiw, September 16, 1867. 

si T“ sysfsEsrtsiSSto.'Srsiiaw- e 

iH+Sfr ESS, to place S under ?be order, of Her 
Majesty’s Government. j haVGj 

(Signed) A. PAGET. 


Minnie. 

Inclose to India Office. E HAMMOND. 

s. 


No. 002. 

Mr. Barron to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 20.) 

Constantinople September 10, 1867. 

y PREVIOUSLY to the receipt of your Lordship’s telegram of the ^hmrtant, which 
only reached me on the Cth. I'had already taken step, to ascer^m he ongm o he 
statement there mentioned, that this Embassy had received near, of the release, 
intercession of the Armenian Patriarch, of the Abyssinian captives. . , , •. 

The “ Levant Herald ” published this news on the 2nd of September in the 

bulletin herewith inclosed. On making inquiries at the office,*„ Turkuih 
report was published upon information obtained from the editor of the Armenan 1 urkish 

journal •• Manzoumee Efk.ar." M. Ciuarracino went, at my ™ 

id,tor the source of hi. intelligence. His answer was thatape^nwhouihe t»nsukmd 
worthy of credence, had come to him saying, that he »>«* h “™ 

Patriarchate, where he had been that morning that another pwa™ who ” id “ r ^„ 

with the British Einhassy, had informed the Patriarch (who had isskcd said {*r.on 
whether anything had been heard about the captives) that a captain from Egyp J ®“ 
brought UdC of ‘heir release by King Theodore, upon the intercession of the Patriarch s 

emissaries^ ^ ^ tQ inclo6e . rf each of the number, of th. " Mamtoumee 

Kfkiar ” in which the new. is recorded, and a translation of the passages in < l°“ t ' 0 “- J 16 
£ r f them is somewhat obrcure in attempting to indicate the source oflh» mmour 
but imply proves that the same does not emanate from the Patriarch himself, or from any 

reliable authority^ ^ to ^ further sifted> mi an apoheation to, be made to the 

Patriarch himself on niv behalf. HU Holiness stated that M. M!otdc 
Her Majesty’s Consulate or Embassy, had called upon him several times moihm^/bwn 
iome request; that, at his last v.sit, without any question to ‘hat eff^hatm« been 
addressed to him by the Patriarch, M. Mighirditch had said to IIis Hernia*, „ 0 L 
know the news from Abyssinia? The English prisoners have been setat liberty. 
Patriarch replied 44 I douht this news, for we have had no official advice to that c . 

«\ { ig go true/' replied Mighirditch, “ that the First Dragoman, M. 1 isani, is only waiting 
for the’nrcessary^pafSs to*come a’nd present to you officially the thanks of the English 

EUlb Thc Patriarch charged my informant to express to me his regret for 

and Ida hope that it would not lead to any disagreeable consequences for 8 ^hor- 

have not, however, felt myself justified in acceding to this well-meant desire of His 

H j,i This untruthfulness and indiscretion on the part of an cmfloy^ of Her Majesty s 
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Embassy could not possibly be passed over. It seems that M. Mighirditch is unpointed 
by the Embassy at a salary’ of 220 piastres per month as the Interpreter's Turkish scribe, 
and is employed at the Consulate in drawing up 44 Takrirs ” (applications for ship’s 
finnans, clearances, Ac.) at an additional allowance, which brings his total stipend up to 
750 piastres per month. 

As a first offence this conduct would have called for a severe reprimand, but, on 
inquiry, this offence proves not to stand alone. The character borne by M. Mighirditch 
it certainly unfavourable. I have therefore felt it to be my doty to suspend him from his 
functions, and have requested M. Guarracino, unless he should be able to exonerate 
himself completely, to give him notice that from the end of this month his services will 
no longer be required. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. P. T. BARRON. 


Minutes. 

For the Queen. The culprit should certainly be dismissed. 


E. HAMMOND 


Incloflurc 1 in No. 902. 

Translation of two Articles from the " Mansovmei-Efkias ,” an Armrno-Turktsh Journal of 
Constantinople, August 22, 1867, O.s. (September 3, 1867, N.s.) 

ACCORDING to the information we have just received, the prayer of the Aichbishop 
Isaac to the Emperor Theodore of Abyssinia being acceded to, the Euro|>ean prisoners 
have been released. These tidings have been communicated to our Patriarchate from the 
British Embassy. 

August 23, 1867 o.s. (September 4, 1867, N.s.) 

We yesterday informed the public, according to a communication made to us, that the 
European prisoners detained in Abyssinia were released. However, after examining this 
news, and trying to verify it, we learnt that no such official information was communicated 
from the British Embassy to the Patriarchate, and that a person having access to the 
Embassy went to the Patriarchate, and some information having been required from him 
about the matter, the before-mentioned person said that he had received such news from 
a captain. Some one having overheard this statement, reported it elsewhere. A young 
man at this latter place («'c) hearing this news and wishing to render a service to the 
44 Manzoumee," came at once to our printing-house. Of course such a welcome piece of 
news had, on its way from Coorn-Capon (the Patriarchate) to Pera, assumed a greater 
importance, and was polished. Besides, with the peculiar coveting and avidity for 
important and recent news which is customary to the editors of newspapers, these tidings 
were immediately inserted in the 14 Manzoumd.” Moreover, we think that the '* Levant 
Herald’* also fell into the well of confidence as well as the 44 Manzouml.” But acoord’ng to 
the famous Turkish proverb, which says, “ Do not look to the repealer, but look 
to the original saver,” we also say, that if these news be untrue, we wish that they may 
become correct. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 902. 


Extract from the 44 Levant Herald ” of September 2, 1867. 

Release op the Abyssinian Captives. —We have just received information that 
the mission of the Armenian Bishop Isaac, who was sent to Abyssinia about four months 
ago by Mgr. Isaiah, the Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem, to endeavour to effect the 
release of the European prisoners, has proved successful, and that, at his intercession, 
King Theodore has liberated Consul l aineron and his companions in captivity. This 
gratifying news was, we understand, received last night by telegraph at the British Embassy, 
and at once communicated to the Armenian patriarchate. 
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No. 908. 

Lord Stanley to Mr. Barron. 

(No. 88.) 

Foreign Office, September 20, 1867. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 38 of the 10th instant, 0 stating you had ascer¬ 
tained that M. Mighirditch, the interpreter’s Turkish scribe at the British Consulate- 
General at Constantinople, had originated the false report of intelligence having been 
received at Her Majesty’s Embassy of the release of the British captives in Abyssinia, at 
the intercession of the Armenian Patriarch, and that you had, in consequence, directed 
that he should be suspended from his function. 

] have now to inform you that I approve your having done so, and 1 have further 
to instruct you to dismiss M. Mighirditch from his employment in the Consulate. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 904. 

Mr. Hammond to 8ir E. Lugard. 

Sir, Foreign Office , September 20, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, for the information of Secretary 
Sir J. Pakington, the accompanying copies of despatches! which have been received from 
Her Majesty's Consul at Cadiz'and the Acting Consul-General at Constantinople, upon 
the subject of the purchase of mules for the expedition to Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 905. 

Mr. Murray to Acting Consul-General Reade. 

(No. 23. Consular.) 

Si r> Foreign Office, September 21, 1867. . 

LORD STANLEY has had under his consideration, in communication with the 
Secretary of State for India, the application made by you in your despatch Political, 
No. 24, Separate, of the 30th ultimo,J to be allowed to accompany the projected expedition to 
Abyssinia, and 1 am now directed by his Lordship to inform you that he conceives that the 
interests of the public service will be best consulted by your remaining at your post. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 906. 


No. 6.) 
ir, 


Mr. Murray to Consul Barrie. 

Foreign Office , September 21, 1867. 


g ■ . 1 

LORD STANLEY referred to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for War your 
despatches Nos. 17 and 18 of the 10th and Pith instant, § and I am now directed by his 
Lordship to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a letter from the War Office, 
explaining the course which Sir John Pakington wishes should be followed in providing 
funds for the purchase of mules for the expedition to Abyssinia ; and 1 am to instruct you 
t act in accordance with Sir John Pakington’s wishes. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


• So. 902. 


f Nos. 894 and 895. 


% No. 842. 


§ No* 867 and 868. 


No. 907. 

Sir E. Lugard to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 21.) 

Sir, War Office , September 21, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 19th instant,* stating that Lord Stanley had 
instructed Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, by telegraph, to request the Spanish 
Government to allow mule transports calling at Alicante and Valencia to be treated as 
military shipping, I am directed by Secretary Sir John Pakington to request that you will 
move his Lordsnip to instruct Sir John Crompton to endeavour to obtain this concession 
at the other Spanish ports to which it may be found expedient to send the mule 
transports. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD LUGARD. 


No. 908. 

Lord Stanley to Sir J. Crompton. 

Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 21, 1867. 

ASK Spanish Government to grant concession requested for mule transports at all 
Spanish ports. 


No. 909. 

Consul Grant to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 20, 8 8 p.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) Brindisi , September 20, 1H67, 12 50 a.m. 

COMMISSARY BAYNES is here purchasing mules lor Abyssinia. He has presented 
Mr. Murray’s Circular of 29th ultimo to me, but as he has non-regular letters of credit, 
merchants will not cash his bills on Treasury for large amount, probably 20,0001., without 
my guarantee. May I give it? 


No. 910. 

Mr. Murray to Sir E. Lugard. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 21, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith a copy of a telegram 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Brindisi, stating that Mr. Commissary Baynes, who is 
purchasing mules at that port for the use of the Abyssinian expedition, is unable to get 
his bills on the Treasury cashed, and requesting to be informed wliethcr a guarantee for 
the amount may be given by Her Majesty’s Consulate, and I urn to request that, in laying 
this paper before the Secretary of State for War, you will move him to inform Lord Stanley 
what reply should be returned to Mr. Grant on this subject. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 



No. 911. 


Major-General Sir E. Lugard to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 23.) 

Sir, War Office, September 21, 1867. 

IN reply to your letter of this day’s date, I am directed by Secretary Sir John 
Pakington to request that you will move Lord Stanley to instruct Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Brindisi to give the necessary guarantee to enable Commissary-General Baynes to 
negotiate the bills drawn by him on the Treasury for the purchase of mules. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWARD LUGARD. 
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No. 912. 

Mr. Murray to Consul Grant. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 23. 1867. 

LORD STANLEY referred to the Secretary of State for War your telegraphic 
despatch of the 21st instant, requesting to be informed whether you might give the 
necessary guarantee to enable Mr. Commissary-General Baynes to negotiate the bills 
drawn by him on the Treasury for the purchase of mules for the projected Abyssinian 
expedition; and 1 am directed by bis Lordship to state to you that be transmitted to you 
this day a reply by telegraph in the following words:— 

** You may give the guarantee necessary to enable the Commissary-General to negotiate 
bills on Treasury.” 

1 am, Sec 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 913. 

Mr. Murray to Acting Consul-General Reads. 

(No. 24.) 

Sir, Forman Office, September 23, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to state to you that having referred to Her Majesty s 
Secretary of State for India your despatch No. 27 of the 3rd instant,* respecting 
M. Polidis, his Lordship has been informed by Sir Stafford Northcote that, in the absence 
of more definite information respecting M. Polidis, he doe* not think it advisable to accept 
his otTer of proceeding to Abyssinia. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 914. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Melvill. 

w 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 23, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you the accompanying letter from 
Captain Count P. de Brocaldc.t recommending Colonel du Courret as guide to the expedi¬ 
tion to Abyssinia. 

Couut de Brocalde has been informed that his letter has been forwarded to the India 
Office. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 915. 

Consul Young to Lord Stanley.—{Received September 24.) 

(No. 30.) 

My Lord, Bilbao , September 21, 1867. 

1 HAVE the honour, at the request of Mr. Vice-Consul Leopold March, to transmit 
to your Lordship a copy of a desputch which he has addressed me, inclosing sketches of 
Spanish mountain artillery. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) HORACE YOUNG. 


Inclosure in No. 915. 

Vice-Consul March to Consul Young. 

Sir, Santander, September 17, 1867. 

I HAD the honour to transmit a Report on the Spanish mountain artillery’, to Her 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in a despatch darted October 15, 1857, 
which was forwarded to the War Office. 

• No- W6. 
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Sent in original. 
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In reference to the above Report, I now beg leave to inclose four sketches, showing 
the manner in which the carriage, wheels, and guns of the Spauish mountain artillery are 
carried with ease and safety (the piece, as will be seen, pointing to the rear), through the 
roost difficult and broken country possible to conceive; a mode of conveyance which, I 
respectfully submit, is well adapted to the narrow roads, or rather pathways, of Abyssinia. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) LEOPOLD MARCH. 
No. 915*. 

The Rev. Dr. Krapj to the Private Secretary of the Secretary of State for India. 

(Extract.) Komthal, near Stuttgardt , September 17, 1867. 

WHILST thanking for your letter of the 14th, which I have just received, l beg 
to inform you that to vour letter of the 5th I have sent a reply on the 11th, which I 
trust has come to hand by this time. 1 have placed myself at the entire disposal of Her 
Majesty's Government, and hope to receive an early reply as to their further request, and 
especially as to the time of mv departure, for, ns you rightly say, time is of the utmost 
importance. The soouer the better. If possible, on the 20th or 25th of November, or, 
at the latest, on the beginning of December, the force should move inland, on account 
of the min, which should avoided as far as possible. 


No. 916. 

Mr. Melvill to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 24.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office , September 23, 1867. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 18th instant, informing you that Sir Stafford 
Northcote had accepted the offer of Dr. Krapf to accompany the expedition to Abyssinia, 
1 am directed to forward, for the information of Lord Stanley, copy of further correspon¬ 
dence with the same gentleman, from which it will be seen that the Secretary of State for 
India has sanctioned the employment, as associates with Dr. Krnpf, of M. iluusmun and a 
young Abyssinian student. 

I am, &c. 

fSigned) J. COSMO MELVILL 


Inclosure 1 in No. 916. 

Mr. Kaye to the Rev. Dr. Krapf 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, September 21, 1667. 

1 AM directed by Sir Stafford Northcote to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 17th instant, addressed to Mr. Private Secretary Benthall, and I am to inform you, 
in reply, that the Secretary of State is willing to accede to your proposal to associate with 
yourself in the duties (connected with the British expeditionary force to Abyssinia) 
entrusted to you in Mr. Melvill*s letter of the 17th instant, both M. Hausmnn and the 
young Abyssinian student to whom you refer in your letter. 

Sir S. Northcote desires to be informed with respect to the amount of the suluries 
which you would consider it necessary to attach to these appointments. You will, of 
course, understand that the same restrictions as are imposed in Mr. Melville letter of the 
17th instant, with respect to proselytizing measures und religious controversy, ore as 
applicable to Mr. Hausman as to yourself. 

I am directed by Sir Stafford Northcote to add, with reference to the draft Proclama¬ 
tion which you have forwarded for his perusal, that whilst he thanks you for the 
suggestions which it contains, he considers that it is expedient to leave to Sir Robert Napier 
full discretion with respect to the nature of the manifestoes to be issued after his arrival in 
Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. WM. KAYE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 916. 

The Rev. Dr. Krapf to Mr. Benthall. 

(Extract.) September 17, 1867. 

SINCE writing my last letter I have often thought of the advisability of attach ng to 
me a voting Abyssinian (about 20 years of age) who is being educated in an institution in 
[73] 9 F 










the Grand Duchy of Baden. He would, no doubt, in various ways, prove useful as a 
trustworthy messenger in carrying letters, Ac; and he will, beside^, render assistance in 
the interpreting department. But he does not speak English, but only German. He 
would not be at a great charge to the army, as he would pass as my servant. 

Lastly, 1 would submit to Sir S. Northcote’s consideration whether it would not be 
very advisable to attach a second European to me as a dragoman, for we cannot know 
whether one individual may fall sick and be prevented from energetic service. Should Her 
Majesty h Government condescend to enter into this proposal, I would recommend my 
talented friend, M. Hausmari, who has been, several years ago, for some time in Abyssinia; 
who personally, like ravself, knows King Theodorus, who tolerably knows Arabanc, and 
speaks and writes English, and is a perfect scholar of the learned and vulgar Arabic, 
having stayed at Cairo as Pastor of the Germans, and as missionary among the Arabs 
He is at present on a visit to his family and friends in Wurtcmberg. I have not yet 
spoken to him on this subject, but I have no doubt he would accede to the proposal if 
made by Sir Stafford. 

1 guess interpreters will be wanted in various quarters of the army, which will have 
rather a want of them than surplusage. 


No. 917. 

Lord Stanley to Acting Consul- General Reade. 

(No. 36.) 

Sir » A , r . , Foreign Office, September 24, 1867. 

A1 the renuest of the Secretary of State for India, I transmit herewith, for vour 
information, and for communication to the Egyptian Government, the accompanying 
statement showing the establishment in Egypt connected with the overland transport of 
British troop#.* r 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 918. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Hammond:—(Received September 94.) 

8ir ’ I » 4 u . o , f , . India September 23, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India io Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, and in reply to request that you will convey to 
Lord Stanley his thanks for the memorandum of the conversation between Her Maiestv’s 
Consul at Kustchuk and M. Lejean. J 

I luive, Ac*. 

(Signed) T. T. PEAitS. 


No. 919. 

Constd Smallwood to Mr. Stavdey.— (Received September 26.) 

' KXt mv‘!i , . «... Pistoja, September 21, 1867. 

ON the eve of returning to Bastia 1 have received from M. Limperoni (ex-Deputy 

&c.), ot that place, a request to forward an offer of from 300 to 400 mules for the 
Abyssinian expedition at the price of 300 to 400 francs each ; he vouches them to be of 
very superior quality. oe OI 


No. 920. 

Mr. T. Plowden to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 26.) 

^ Gloucester Place, Portman Square, September 24 1867 

brother th^latL Mr^V Pi fti ?^ hi £. aod mutual e8tec,n existed between my 
brother tho late Mr. Walter Plowden and the Kmg of Abyasinia. But po one knows how 

* Iadoturr a ia No 890. 
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strong this feeling was, and how great the estimation in which my brother was held by the 
King as members of his family from personal intercourse with him. 

Founded on this knowledge, it has occurred to us that a letter to the King from me, 
Mr. W. Plowden*s elder brother and representative, might have an influential effect in 
obtaining the release of the captives in Abyssinia, and that, at all events, it would do them 
no harm to make the attempt If your Lordship should be of this opinion, I shall be 
happy to prepare a letter and submit it to your Lordship’s approval, and to send it direct 
from myself and unconnected with the Government. 

If this proposition be unacceptable, I trust your Lordship will, nevertheless, excuse 
the intrusion on your valuable time in consideration of the motive of public duty which 
alone has prompted me to address you. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) TREVOR C. PLOWDEN. 


No. 921. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 26.) 

8j r> India Office, September 25, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of 20th instant, and in reply to request that Sir Augustus Paget may 
be desired to thank Major de Foumoux and Lieutenant Luciani for the tender of their 
services with the Abyssinian Expedition, and to state that Her Majesty’s Government have 
no occasion to avail themselves of the offer. 

I liave, Ac. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


Sir A. Paget. 


Minute. 

S. 


No. 922. 

Acting Consul-General Reade to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 27.) 

(No. 31.) . . „ 

My Lord, Alexandria, September 18, 186/. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 23 of the 30th ultimo,* I have the honour to 



|Biipuoc in uuui v 1**3 " ——- j -/ - - # # — 

arrived of sending a military expedition to Abvssinia, and of applying for Biich facilities 
and assistance as the Egy ptian Government could under the circumstances accord to the 
officers in charge of that expedition. 

I have the honour also to inclose a copy of a letter which, pending any further 
acknowledgment which your Lordship may think proper to transmit, I deemed it my duty 
to address to his Excellency on receipt of his above-mentioned communication. 

I heve, &c. 

(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 922. 


Ragkib Pasha to Acting Consul-General Reade. 

M. le O^rant, Alexandrie, le 9 Septembre, 1867. 

J’AI pris connaissance de votre d£p£che du 29 Aoftt dernier et de la note y annexe® 
de son Excellence le Ministredes Affaires Etrangeres de Sa Majesty la Heine de la Grande 
Bretagne. Par cette note son Excellence explique que le Gouvernement Anglais, ayant 

• No. 841. 
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fag ?* ”“7* de '*?“moyens amiable* pour amener le N<%u» d'Abywinie 4 liWrer 
„ Kofnp^n*. par lui rrtenot captift, »e*t determine 4 user au besom de la force uour 

t!nn‘ n , , re r” b “ ' rt qU J dema,,<le en oons ^ ( l ,Ienc e du Gourernement Egyptien, lautorua- 
tion de faire passer de* troupe* *ur son territoire pour arriver a I'Ablssinie, en m#me 

temps (j ue son assistance en fayeur des officiers charts de la direction de cette expedition 
et dont quclqur* uns aunucnt <l#j4 rwju I'ordre de se rendre 4 cet effet 4 Masso.ah 

, s J ou,e . < J n e •« Oouvernemcnt de 8a Majestd Britannioue retirera ses 
conquL d apris, et quil entreprend cette expedition sans aioun esprit de 

cette^iumu^ariom 0rdr “ 8 ° n A,teMe ,e *»-«• ■» '^jet de 

Son Altesse me charge d’exprimer au Gouvcrncment de Sa Maieste Britanniuue 
auqutd il est uni par tant de liens d’amitte, tous ses regrets h propos des faits qu’il reproche 

Mt£i 1 o , n. dAbyM ' n ' e qUI * <Wt * rmmeut 4 user an besoin de la force pour obtenir 

fimili/d" '" f "u ten P’' ,f ,n Altesse of'lonne que s .n Gouvemement aecorde toutes les 
lac lit#* possibles pour 1 expedition ; qu'un officier spdeial soit envoy#, 4 cet effet 4 4W 

locale** <1UC ,nstruellon8 formellM »oieot transmises dans le mime but aux autorites 

Idea tmiTu'r^: M ' ie £f mnt ' de IK,rtL ' r h votre uonnaissance ces dispositions favora- 
lea qui, de la part de son Altesse, sunt un nouveau tAnoignage du ddsir qu’eBe dprouve 

szrr:r£z:'“"“ ~ —. »* «-**!* n&s 

Le Ministre dcs Affaires Etrangdres, 

(Signl) RAGHIB. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 922. 

Acting Consul-General Reade to Raghib Pasha. 

M ' *, - Alexandria, le 10 Septembre. 1867. 

JAI honneur d accuser la reception de la ctepeche de votre Excellence me 
cominuniquant de la part do Son Altesse de Vice-roi les sentiments amicaux qu’ellc a hien 
min expnmcr au sujet de I expedition militaire projftie centre rAbvssime, aussi bien 
m les ordies donnes par son Altesse afin que toute facility possible Aoit accords de la 

ixpddi?io, , r Vernem gyl>t,en aUX ° fficier8 de Sj Britannique charges do cette 

• mo ” fiouvernement, par ce courrier, une copie de la ddpdche de votre 
^ ’ 1 JUB^U & ce que je revive les instructions de Lord Stanley de vous tmns- 

mettle une explosion plus formelle de la reconnaissance de mon Gourefnement pour ces 
nouveaux temuignagCH d’amitie de la part de Son Altesse le Vice-roi ct de son Gouvcrnc- 
ment, je in empresse en attendant de vous ex primer avec un vif plaisir, et au nom de mon 
Gouvernement. ses remcre.cments sinews pour les services important* si maciecsement 
accoidds par son Altesse h eettc occasion—services qui ne munquerunt pas, i’en suis con- 

108 HeDSd ' nmi,id ^ “ Ut ™‘ ^ si longtemp* entre < no» 

V’euillez, &c. 

(SignO THOS. F. READE 


No. 923. 

Lord Bloomfield to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 27.) 

(No. 68. Commercial.) 

My Lord, 0 

Abyffn bte « 

VI r r Ugh * ^ ar ° n * N,e ^ nbu S» for the facilities which the Imperial 
Mint were disposed to afford of coining a supply of 3-dolIars, and I *ir.frrmcd his Excel- 

• No. 873. 
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lency that Her Majesty’s Government had no present occasion to avail them solves of 
them. 

I have, Stc. 

(Signed) BLOOMFIELD. 


No. 924. 

Mr. Melvill to Mr. Hammond.—(Received Septembei 27.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, September 26, 1867- 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, 1 ain directed by Sir S. Northoote to 
forward, for the information of Lord Stanley, copy of a further letter from Dr. Krapf, 
together with the reply which has been addressed to him, respecting the conduct to be 
observed by that gentleman in religious discussions with the natives of Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


Inclosure 1 in No 924. 

The Rev. Dr. Krapf to Mr. Meleilt. ' 

Most Honoured Sir, Komthall , near Stuttgardt , September 20, 1867. 

1 BEG leave to inform you that I have received your letter dated 17th instant. Will 
you have the kindness to communicate to Sir S. Northcote that his reply has given me on 
every point the fullest satisfaction, excepting the one point which desires me “ to abstain 
from any missionary enterprize, &c., whilst attached to the expedition " As this point 
seems to demand from me a total denial and suppression of my missionary character 
candour and due regard to Her Majesty’s Government require alike that 1 should explain 
myself clearly ou this subject. 

In the first instance, I do fully acknowledge the correctness of Sir 8. Northcoto’s 
view, by which he, no doubt, wishes strongly to intimate that everything must strictly be 
avoided that might prejudice the native mind against the foreigners, and endanger 
seriously the object of the expedition. And, indeed, religious mutters, especially vehe¬ 
ment controversies, have often been attended by sad results, when they were conducted in 
a passionate temper, and principally for the purpose of showing one’s superiority over the 
antagonist. 

But whilst I entirely disapprove of stormy and noisy preaching which frequently 
characterizes young missionaries from good intentions, I am adverse to the other extremity, 
viz., to absolute silence and indifference, which must reuder the character of a missionary 
abroad, as well as of a clergyman at home, very dubious and objectionable, as if he felt 
ashamed of his spiritual vocation. According to my long experience there are cases in 
which not only missionaries or clergymen, hut even laymen, are in conscience hound to 

r k out their views and conviction of religious matters, in whatever external position 
may be. I have often observed that African Chiefs, as well as private persons, 
though uncalled and not occasioned by myself, commenced of their own accord a religious 
discussion, not from a spirit of controversy, but from a desire of improving their know¬ 
ledge of the manners and w ays of thinking on the part of the Europeans. What should I 
do f If 1 refused touching upon the nroposed subject, I was aware of the natives suspect¬ 
ing me of atheism, and that I, as well as my countrymen, must be men destitute of all 
religion, and that the natives thought they were right in detesting stch a godless foreigner. 
When I complied with their request, 1 was sure, in eight cases out of ten, to be respected, 
and to win their affection, if I simply, clearly, dispassionately, and logically met the ca»e. 
When Captain Owen surveyed the East African waters, one of his officers wai requested 
by Said Said, the Ruler of Zanzibar, to explain to hnn several matters disputed between 
the Christians and Mahometans. The officer complied with the request, and since that 
rime His Highness obtained a better opinion of the Christians, and he often highly 
expressed his regard to that officer. 

1 myself happened to witness a similar case when l visited, in 1842, Imain Lilian, a 
strictly Mahometan Ruler of Worra Himano, in whose territory the fortress of Mugdala is 
situated. Soon after my arrival at Tanta (his residence only three leagues distant from 
Magdala) he, and his grandees surrounding him, entered into a religious conversation, 
jncalled for by myself. He brought forth an Amhuric New Testament, which one his 
[73] 9 G 
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soldiers had captured on plundering a Christian village in God jam. I was requested to 
read and explain what the Chief did not understand. 1 did it as simply and clearly as I 
could, and without the least regard to controversy, or with a view to making him a 
convert. The Chief was so pleased that he afterwards called on me in my tent, sent me a 
large supply of provisions, and offered to me, when, on the course of my journey to 
Gondar, rebels stopped my further advance, an asylum in his fortresses of Hoaito or 
Magdala, as 1 pleased. He told me that hitherto be had considered the Europeans to be 
atheists, but now be had found it quite otherwise, and that they must be better Christians 
than the Abyssinians. 

Besides, I may now and then be asked for a copy of the Scriptures. Should l refuse? 
On the same journey I had visited the Queen Dowager of Shoa. On delivering her my 
presents, and among them an entire Ambaric Bible, she said the latter present was of the 
greatest value to her; she had money and other property enough, but that she had never 
seen an entire Bible in print. Such like people having conceived an affection for the 
foreigner will give him every information on which he can rely, whereas if they 
su8|Kot him of atheism or religious indifference, they keep aloof from him hereafter. 
Thus from many experiences I have learned to tread upon the golden middle path, avoiding 
all ovcr-jealousness, as well as indiderentism, and discerning under the circumstances 
whether total silence or some few words are requisite. I would, therefore, have to put a 
coercion upon my conscience if I would promise to be silent under all circumstances 
whilst connected with the expedition. I think Sir Stafford’s mind will be fully satisfied 
and tranquiUised if I say that as a leading rule of conduct I must consider the object of 
the expedition to be the primary point to which every other private concern must bend ; 
but that, on the other hand, I must not be expected to suppress my individual feeling, if 
a case should occur in practice, where 1 should have any occasion, or be requested, to 
enter upon a religious discussion. Should Sir S. Northcote's remark imply that under all 
circumstances I must abstain from religious discussion, carried on in the most friendly and 
reconciling manner, or giving a book if required, especially in the way of a present (when 
no other preseot might be valued as much), I say, if this is meant by Sir S. North cote, 1 
am sorry I must decline ray accompanying the expedition. But I am far from attributing 
this meaning to his remark. 

Besides the objects of the expedition will require so much the time and energies of the 
dragoman that he will have no, or but very little, leisure for other matters than those for 
which he is engaged. It is now not the time for spiritual instruction or preaching when the 
roaring of the cannon’s mouth will likely have to speak in vindication of Her Majesty’s 
honour and for the speedy rescue of her uufortunate subjects. Sir S. Northcote may rest 
assured that 1 shall in practice well distinguish time and place for religious matters, though 
I wish to have fully reserved to me the principle of individual action according to the 
circumstances, which will not only be not prejudicial to my main duty, but rather be 
promotive of it. 

J would be highly obliged to you if you would soon submit my views to Sir S. North- 
cote, and let me know whether he can allow me under such views to accompany the expe- 
pedition. In the affirmative case, 1 will immediately prepare my equipment for the 
journey, and endeavour to be at Suez toward the end of October, so as to be at Massowah 
about the 8th or I Oth November, if the steamer takes me up at Suez in time. 

I am, &c. 

_ (Signed) O. L. KRAPF. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 924. 

Mr. Kaye to the Rev. Dr. Krapf. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, September 24, 1867. 

I AM directed by Sir S. Northcote to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
20th instant, and I am to inform you in reply, that it was the object of the Secretai^ of 
State for India, in making the stipulation with respect to missionary efforts in Abyssinia, 
contained in Kir. Melville’s letter of the 17th instant, to avoid the possibility of any 
embarrassment arising in consequence of suspicion or alarm being excited in the minds of 
tbe natives of the country by the appearance of any proselytizing efforts on the part of the 
officers of the expedition. But I am to add, that it was not the intention of] Sir S. Northcote to 
impose such restrictions upon you as would seal your lips against all conversation with the 
people, who may voluutarilv address questions to you on religious subjects, though you are 
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b ° Und ’ by * be “ tDre of duties, „o, to origins* such 

in the W ™^ ““dersUnding Her Majesty’s Government are willing to secure your service. 

I am, &c. 

_ (Signed) J. WM KAYE. 


No. 925. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Melvill 

mmmSMm 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 926. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Melvill. 

Sir, _ 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


IneloHure in No. 926. 

Consul Smallwood to Mr. Stave ley. 

(Extract.) D . . 

.*""™ if ” 5-T22S 


No. 927. 


Lord Bloomfield to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 27.) 

(No. 315. Confidential.) 

Mv Lord, v . 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) BLOOM FI ELD. 





M. 


• No. 844. 
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Iodosure 1 La Na 927. 

M. Ranrncker to Count Andrassy. 


wilder 0 Buda * * 6 - ,86; - 

"the official Buda Peat newspaper “ Kozlony ” contained yesterday, under the signa- 
ture " Killfold,’’ an article out of the London “ Times," treating the difficulties arising from 

a warlike expedition to Abyssinia. , 

Amongst other remarks upon the risks and dangers of such an expedition, it is stated 

that the point of attack even is ignored, as no one knew where King Theodore and the 

^teT^rhictThaVe received from a man I know very well from the residence of 
King Theodore, dated 1st May of this year, enables me to give information, as I believe, 
from a very reliuble source, concerning the state of affairs in Abyssinia and the fate of the 

^ The inclosure contains a literal extract from this letter, the original of which is in uiy 

handfjn the eJ£tract al your Excellency's disposal as a small token of ray complete 

respect and devotion, I only feel myself bound to request that if your Excellency should 
consider it proper to make a communication to the English Ambassador on this subject, it 
shall be treated privately and confidentially without mention of names or of the source of 
information, on account of the dangers which might threaten the author of the letter. 

Your, &c. 

(Signed) KANNICHER, Chief of Section. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 927. 

Letter received from a Resident in Abyssinia. 

/Translation ) Debra Tabor , May l, 1867. 

ABYSSINIA is a very beautiful, soft, and fertile highland, 5,000 feet above the level 
of the sea; water plentiful and go . I, but no wells; a climate compatible with health; 
the ground produces many medicinal herbs; the mountains contain gold, much iron and 
lead, also coal. Horses and cattle are largely bred; as also mules, sheep, goats in quanti¬ 
ties, all of the best breed. The country grows besides European kinds of grain various 
other sorts, and vegetables, coffee, tobacco, and pepper; wme and cotton in small quantities, 
although the soil is eminently adopted to their cultivation. I have seen barley sown and 

cut five weeks afterwards. . 

Two-thirds of,most fertile laud is entirely uncultivated. . 

The Abyssinlans are partly Christians, partly Islamites. The Christians are C opts, 
alas! almost heathens. The followers of Islam makes greater progress m conversion than 

the Christians. Sad, but too true! , . 

Shipping on the Red Sea has already assumed certain proportions. From Souakin to 
Kasella. from Souakin to Massowah, railways are being constructed. The commerce of 

Abyssinia will gain great advantage by these means. . „ n n , 

There is no hope of the liberation of the English Envoy, Mr. Rassam, the Consul 
Mr. Cameron, and the remaining British prisoners. King Theodore has not accepted the 
presents sent him from England, and not answered the official letter asking lor the release 

I live in Abyssinia, know the state of things, have good and distinguished acquaintances, 
a certain amount of influence, am at this moment neither a prisoner uor yet free. In order 
not to get into disgrace with the King, 1 have never yet asked him for permission to leave 
the country. To enter or quit Abyssinia without the King’s leave is a crime according 
to the laws of the country. The Europeans who are here know no trouble; want is 
•unknown to them: only they may not leave the country. . 

On the continent of North Africa postal communication ends at Khartoum, on the 
Red Sea at Dschedda and Aden. In the whole of Abyssinia there is no postal communi¬ 
cation. Letters from Abyssinia must be forwarded to their destination by means of a 

messenger specially hired for the purpose. . . . . „ c m |; - 

Writing about Abyssinia in Abyssinia is punished by impri^oi ment in chains for life 
. . therefore do not allow uiy manuscript to leave your hands. 

King Theodore has reduced the old capital Goudar to ashes, because it was on good 
terms with the rebel*. The King has made Debra Tabor his residence, and those burnt 
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out °f Gondar hare been obliged to transfer themselves to Debra Tabor, as he means to 
make it the capital of the country. 

Half-an-hour from Debra Tabor lies Caflath, where all the Europeans emigrated to 
Abyss.",a are requested to take up their quarters and work for the King, and here cannons 
are cast and gunpowder manufactured. .The British Envoy Kassam and the Consul 

On the 31st January, 1867, King Theodore chained and imprisoned two English 
missionaries, one Frenchman railed Makerer, two Germans, Essler and Schiller, because 
they made an attempt to fly from the country. 

On the 10th of March, 1867, there was a battle at Adoa. Goubnsie senior, the 
ex-K.ng and opponent of Theodore, lost five Generals. The troops of the deceased 

* Uen * °cT l ° rh T*? d0 | re ’ l n W ~ se hands Adoa re,nai *«. Goubasie senior’s head- 
• t v V* S ?w k ° . a - . II,S bro l h "; Goubasie junior, commands in Woghera; by means 
Go " h ?] tc ™ ts oft . JHoodore f.om bis army in North Abyssinia, where the 

rom nnnT Si 7 T™' Hc S!' fe . The P 08 *** 0 ” Sokota gives the rebels the 

command of all the roads and communications between North and South Abvssinia No 

European can at present undertake the journey from North to South Abyssinia. The 
routt Souakin, Kasella, Mateimna is equally dangerous, because the roads from Mateimna 
to Debra labor are rendered unsafe by the rebels. 

Lately there was an insurrection in Karada on the Tana Lake. King Theodore went 
personaHy to suppress it and defeated the rebels. Karada was emptied of its inhabitants, 
and is now occupied by the Royal troops. 

It is to be expected that England will go to war to secure the liberation of the 

CD,'Lt at '7' ,ts | 0f » nf“ cefi * 1 «* "'is object have proved futile. It is to 

h v ;'“T ' Ul *‘ K S Theodore will not release them, and will confine them in the fortress of 
Magdala. If Magdala is surrounded, the fortress will hold out longer than the 
" ho w,u B00I, I ^| ld themselves in want of food. It is also to he feared that 
King I heodore may send the prisoners to the Galla country, and there leave them to their 

... A hy»Mn», called to arms against England, can put 250,000 men into the field 
without bemg exhausted. Jhe Abyssinian soldier is armed with a lance and a sabre’ 
Although, a the present time, scarcely the minority are armed with guns, yet the whole 
army could be so armed. The fortress of Magdala is replete with muskets. ' 

t ransom red 17** ™ Ab >' 88in,a; 1 ncitb f r wagons, nor guns, nor provisions can lie 

/ d *» 1 Ahyowman endures hardship easily: he thinks nothing of marching 
twenty-four hours without eating, drinking, or resting. 

prisoners E, ’ S,and jl>) ' beforclm,Kl in the "ndertaking of rescuing .be 

... 1 ’ he , Ki "° f Abyssinia is lord over life and death. There is fear, moreover of a war 
with England placing the lives of the prisoners in peril ’ 

The barbarous practice of mutilation still exists in Abyssinia. Those to lie thus 
e\iui»ul have their right foot and left hand cut off. and thus left to bleed. Though 
• ’ ®Ji ch sentences are still occasionally pronounced. Against such a sentence which 
comes direct from the King, God alone can aid, if the Monarch allows himself to be 

to^sav L ‘‘I meantTo Inn Su P erior Ptmer - ]t has happened to the King 

ti V. r 5 ^ S8am on th,H ver y 8 P ot » hut God would not let me.” . * 

1 he King was formerly very religious. It is only since the death of his wife that he 
is so changed. May God lead him back to his former state of mind! 


No. 928. 

Mr. Easton to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 28.) 

TV|4« a. ^ 

with r . . , Grove, Southwark, September 27, 1867. 

'MTH reference to your letter of the 5th August,- informing me'that Lord Stanley 
had autbonsed ibe payment to Mr. Talbot, late chief of the Abusmian Expedition of 

“•* 

Yours faithfully, 

___(Signed) JAS. EASTON. 


9 H 


[73] 
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No. 929. 

M. Everwyn to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 28.) 

My Lord, * Londret , le 28 Septembre , 1867. 

LE Gouvernment du Roi avant appris que deux officers Franyais prendront part h 
I’expedition projetfe en Abystinfe, et nyant ft 6 inform* qu’un offiner de 1 annee des hays- 
Has d^sirerait *ga!ement avoir l’honneur d’assister a cette campagne, vient de roe charger 
de prendre des informations par rapport aux conditions auxquelles les officiers brands en 
question seront admi» h assistcr k l’expedition susmentionn**, et d adresser la demaodc au 
Gouvernement de Sa Mnjeste Britannique, s’il voudrait *galement accorder 1 autonsation a 
un officier dc I’armde Ncerlandaise de prendre part a la campagne en question. 

En vertu des ordres susmentionnes je premia la liberte de m adresser a voire 
Seigneuric en la priant de vouloir bien me prater son intervention bicnveillante a 1 eftet 
d’etre mis en etat de donner une reponse h la demande que j’ai 1’honneur de lui adresser 
par la pr&ente de la part dc mon Gouvernement. ^ ^ ^ 

(Signal D. EVERWYN. 


Minute. 

No application has been [made], as far as I know, for French officers an application 
for Italian officers has been some time before India Office, but we have no answer. 

Query : Send to India Office, and acknowledge. Will be considered* HAMMOXD 

8 . 


No. 930. 

Sir J. Crompton to Lord Stanley.—(Receiv'd September 29.) 

/No t >°7 ) 

Mv I.ord, Madrid, September 24, 1867. 

' i HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Murray’s despatch of the 
30th of August,* by which 1 am instructed to afford assistance to the gentlemen who have 
come to this country in order to purchase mules for the use of Her Mujc-ty's Government, 

in view of the intended expedition to Abyssinia. ...... 

Apprehending that the local authorities, if not the Spanish Government itself, might 
oppose some difficulty or dclav to the proceedings of the officers and gentlemen in question 
the object of which had been noticed in the Spanish newspapers, were they to be entered 
upon without nnv communication on the subject having been previously made to the 
Spanish Government, I thought it expedient to inform St nor Arrazola ot the matter, and 
to inquire whether Her Catholic Majesty’s Government felt any objection to what was 
proposed, and whether they could afford any facilities for the execution of the plan. 

Sefior Arrazola replied that on the part of the Spahish Government there would not 
be nnv objection, but that he was glad 1 had communicated with Inin, inasmuch as it was 
not impossible that in some quarter doubts might be felt upon the subject, and that be 
would now be in a position at once to set aside any obstacle or delay which might occur 

or be presented by the provincial authorities. ... A r ,. , T 

At his Excellency’s suggestion I accordingly addressed to him the note of which 1 
have the honour to inclose herewith a copy, together with translation of his Excellency’s 

rep,} - I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN F. CRAMPTON. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 930. 

Sir J. Crompton to SeAor Arrazola. 

(Confidential.) 

M. le Mimstre, San lldefonso, Septemldr 4, \867. 

Hfc*K .Majesty s Government being about to send un expedition to Abyssinia to effect 
a release of the British subjects who are detaiued there in captivity by King Theodore, it 
has been judged expedient that the force to be employed should be supplied with a number 
of mules as beasts ot burthen, well adapted to the climate and nature of the service ; unci 
wit i this view Her Majesty s Government have it in contemplation to dispatch to Spain 
officers charged to cffict it possible the purchase of the required number of these animals, 
and to transjKirt them to Alexandria. 

I would consequently now request of your Excellency to be good enough to inform 
me whether any objection is felt by Her Catholic Majesty’s Government to this plan, and 
whether the Spanish Government would be disposed, on the other hand, to give such 
instructions to the provincial authorities as might tend to obviate any difficulty or delay 
which might oppose itself to its being effectually carried into execution. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN F. CRAMPTON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 930. 

. SeAor Arrazola to Sir J. Crompton. 

(I rnnslation.) 

S,r * ac i i a i Palace, September 24, 1867. 

vr • , Vi, , 1 t ,,7,° U , r 10 * lale f to >' our Excellency verbally at San Ildefonso, the 
; 1U u f r „°: ul,I,c N ) orks (to whom I hastened to give information of the wishes expressed 
by Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, and set forth in your Excellency’s confidential 
note of the Ith instant, concerning the purchase in Spain of a certain number of mules 
destined for the Abyssinian campaign) has replied to the effect that Her Majeaty’s 
Government will raise no objection to the effecting of the said purchase. lie further 
requests me to inform your Excellency that if the persons commissioned to effect the said 
Purchase should meet with any obstacles to the same on the part of the authorities of 
opamsh towns, and your Excellency will he good enough to notify it in due time, the 
proper remedy will be applied. 

oo j^ V,th rcfm ‘ nc< ; t0 thc nottS . wbich ) our Excellency addressed to me on the 20th and 
-2nd instant on the same subject, I can only state that they were forwarded to the 
Minister of Finance without loss of time, and that I will communicate his reply to your 
Excellency as soon as I receive it. J 


(Signed) 


I avail, &c. 


L. ARRAZOLA. 


No. 931. 

Actiny Consul. General Royers to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 30.) 

(No. 27.) 

^* V V°navp >\r 1 . . , . , Damascus, September 6, 1867. 

1 HAY b the honour to acknowudge yesterday’s receipt of your Lordship’s telegraphic 
despatch dated September 2, and consisting of 76 words.* 

In conformity with your Lordship’s instructions, I have caused public notice to be 
given in Be)rout and in the villages around Damascus, that a number of mules will be 
wanted by the British Government, and that some English officers are expected here by 
next steamer to purchase them ; and 1 do not doubt that a large number may be obtained 

I await your Lordship’s further instructions, which are being conveyed to me by the 
officers above alluded to. * 


• No. 799. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. T. ROGERS. 
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No. 032. 

Acting Consul-General Rogers to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 30.) 


(No. 1.) 

My 1-ord, Beyrout, September 17, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship, that this morning Captain 
C. W. McNeill, accompanied by Mr. G. Flemming and Lieutenant Brace, accompanied by 
Mr. Mantle, arrived here in the Russian steamer from Alexandria. Captain McNeill 
has shown me your Lordship’s circular instructions in regard to the purchase of mules, 
to which 1 shall pay the strictest attention. 

At the same time Captain McNeill delivered me a letter from Colonel Kennaly, of 
which I have the honour to inclose copy, inclosing a letter of credit for 2,000/. on account 
of the expenses to be incurred here, according to the tenor of the said instructions. 

On Friday last, in consequence of a telegram which I received from Mr. Acting 
Consul Rcade, of Alexandria, I came from Damascus to Beyrout to meet the officer above 
alluded to. 

Lieutenant Brace and Mr. Mantle will proceed to Alcxandretta to-morrow in the 
Russian steamer. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) E. T. ROGERS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 032. 

Colonel Kennaly to Acting Consul-General Rogers. 

£hr, Alexandria, September 12, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you the accompanying letter which will be 
delivered to you by Captain McNeill of the Military Train, an officer deputed to purchase 
mules for Her Majesty’s service, and have to request that you will be so good as to make 
the necessary payments on account of mules purchased, and of the other expenses which 
may he incurred by Captain McNeill in carrying out the instructions he has received from 
the*Secretary for War, with which instructions Captain McNeill will make you acquainted 
prior to your being called upon to make any payment. 

A credit of 2,000/. has been given you, which will he increased if necessary. 

The cholera having appeared in Malta renders the date doubtful when the Commis¬ 
sariat Officer from that station, detailed fur the financial duties, will be able to join at 
Beyrout, and this renders it necessary for me to request your temporary assistance. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) J. CALL. KENNALY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 932. 

Acting Commissary-General Robinson to Colonel Kennaly. 

Sir, Alexandria , September 12, 1867. 

I HAVE' procured a letter of credit for 2,000/., in favour of Edward Thomas 
Rogers. Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at Beyrout, on the Imperial 
Ottoman Bank there, to enable the Con-ul to make any payments Captain McNeill may 
uuthoi r/.e, until such times as Deputy Assistant Commissary-General Caadani may join 
him to conduct such duties. 

It will be requisite that you request the Acting Consul to keep me advised of the 
several drafts he may draw ogaiust this credit, rendering me authenticated vouchers for 
the same, countersigned by Captain McNeill, and in case of the above amount being 
insufficient. Captain McNeiil should be instructed to make application to me through you 
for a further credit. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY ROBINSON. 
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No. 933. 

Consul Cumberbatch to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 30.) 

(Separate.) 

My Lord, Smyrna , September 18, 1867. 

IN aeknowledgingthe receipt of your Lordship’s despatch Separate of the 2nd instant, 
with the copy of your Lordship’s telegram of the 2nd September annexed,* the original 
having been received by me on the 4th instant, I have the honour to acquaint your 
Lordship that I lost no time in ascertaining the amount of mules of the description given 
which could be obtained within this district, and the result was that above 2,000 could be 
procured within two months. 

On the 14th instant I received a despatch from the War Office, acquainting me tlmt 
the order for mules at Smyrna had been rescinded, and requesting me to acquaint the 
officers sent to Smyrna for the purchase of the mules with the determination of the War 
Department. 

I have also the honour to acknowledge the receipt of despatch No. 7 of the 29th 
August upon the above service. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROB. WM. CUMBERBATCH. 
No. 934. 

Lord Stanley to Lord Bloomfield. 

(No. 141.) ' 

My Lord, Foreign Office, September 30, 1867. 

I HAVE to instruct you to convey to Count Androsay the best thanks of Her 
Majesty’s Government for the valuable information regarding Abyssinia given by him, and 
communicated to me in your Exceellency’s despatch No. 315 of the 24th instant t 
This information will be regarded as strictly confidential. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 

No. 935. 

^ ^ ^ Mr. West to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 30.) 

M y Lor* 1 * r Madrid, September 27, 1867. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship copy of a telegram which I 
have received from the British Vice-Consul at Valencia, reporting that the engagement of 
muleteers by the officers employed by Her Majesty’s Government for the purchase of 
mules in Spain for the Abyssinian expedition had been prohibited by Royal Order. 

As Her Majesty’s Legation have received no instructions to communicate with the 
Spanish Government on this subject, and as it appears from the inclosed copy of a 
despatch from Consul Barrie that reports have been circulated of the intention of the 
British Government to enlist an auxiliary force, it is evident that the susceptibility of the 
Spanish Government has been aroused; and, under these circumstances, I deemed it 
expedient to address a note, copy of which is herewith inclosed, to the Spanish Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, explaining what I conceive to be the nature of the proceeding, and 
expressing a hope that the Spanish Government will not oppose the arrangements for the 
engagement of muleteers. 

I have. kc. 

(Signed) L. S. SACKVILLE WEST. 


■ 


Inclosure 1 in No. 935. 
Vice-Consul Barrie to Mr. West. 


(Telegraphic.) Valencia, September 26, 1867. 

3 H18 Commission has received telegram from War Office informing that transport 
has sailed from London to Valencia direct 
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Captain-General has Royal Order to refuse engagement of muleteers. Your inter¬ 
ference is urgently requested. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 935. 

Vice-Consul Barrie to Sir J. Crampton. 

Sir, Alicante , September 18, 1867. 

1 HAVE just received a telegram from the Acting Vice-Consul at Valencia, stating 
that the “ Civil Governor refuses to allow the engagement of muleteers to proceed out of 
Spain, and will give no reason. A transport daily expected at Valencia. Some arrange¬ 
ment urgent.” 

Tiie officer commissioned here has been telegraphed to the same purport by the officer 
at Valencia. 

The Civil Governor here told me confidentially yesterday morning that he had 
received information that the English officers were recruiting men to form a force of 3,000 
auxiliaries, which he could not believe; when I at once explained to him that all the 
officers required were at most 10 men for every 100 mules, which, for the 500 to l>e 
purchased here, would make 50 muleteers, who might all be inspected by the Spanish 
police before embarkation; adding that the same took place during the Crimean war, and 
many of the muleteers who embarked on that occasion were now offering their services, 
especially us the duty now required is only to accompany the mules to Alexandria, from 
whence they will he returned within a month at the expense of the British Government. 

The Governor took a note of this, and I do not anticipate the slightest difficulty in 
this matter here. 

Although it is probable that your Excellency will have been applied to by the 
Commission at Valencia, I think it my duty to report the circumstances to you, in order 
that any doubts entertained by the Civil Governor of Valencia may be removed by the 
Spanish Government. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) B. BARRIE. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 935. 

Mr. West to Seilor Arrazola. 

M. le Ministre, Madrid, September 26, 1867. 

1 HAVE received information from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Valencia that 
permission to engage muleteers to accompany the mules purchased by the officers 
commissioned by the British Government for that purpose has been refused by the Spanish 
Government 

As some misapprehension may exist as to the nature of the engagement of these men, 
I have the honour to state to your Excellency that it in no wise bears the character of 
enlistment; and that, furthermore, the proceeding was not. objected to by the Spanish 
Government in the year 1854, when similar arrangements were made by the British 
Government for the purchase of mules for the war in the Crimea. 

Under these circumstances I trust tnat the Government of Her Catholic Majesty will 
see fit to permit of the engagement of muleteers under similar conditions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) L. S. SACKV ILLE WEST. 


No. 936. 

Mr. Bridgtower to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 30.) 

Monsieur, Fiia Tritone So. 91, Rome , le 25 Septembre, 1867. 

LA promptitude avec la quelle vous Monsieur vous avez voulu que j’eusse reponse a 
ma premiere lettre me donee preuve bien palpable de la bonte de votre cccur et e’est a 
celle d que je m'appelle encore ayant I’hardiesse de me dinger & vous nouvellemcnt. 

Oui, Monsieur, j’y suis tenus pour vous decl reret vous dire fiauchement (permettez- 
lc-moi) que le sentiment de la lettre n’est pas celui que peut-dtre vous avez crus d’v voir. 




chose q«u m en averti la reponse r^ue. Ni dans ma lettre jai parte d'un interet national 

immo,l/iX s rar JC T a,S ,r w fus ' Mcs . lnlentions ne sont pas exaltdes, ne sont (aw 
immoder&s; je ne deuiande pas que la nation Anglaise pense nullement h rdtablirn nn 

indmdu sur un TrAne, mais seulement je demande 4 vous si parTotJe aide JW pu 
obteoir les renseignement qui je desir avoir de la Cour Anglaise, comme onelque document 
qu un constate Parnvde, la demeur et les titres avec les quelles mon Bisaient fut connu & 
C°nr ; qu. me constate la charge tenue par mon Gr.md-pare “e enfin to^Tlet 
relations que dis ces premieres peuyent en sortie, et quon puisse juger utiles nu but 

pnncipal pour le quel je me suis dirige & vous Monsieur s’est pnrcc-que j'ai 

u™e a tiritrvr r® e recherche P uisse mieux m * r cter si elle vienne onioned Lr 
une autontd. Peut-dtre que je me suis trompez. alors j’ose vous prier d’avoir I’exeessive 

nte de me la fiure con nail re et de me dire & «iui je devruis dinger ces demande* « tin , 1 ’,.,, 
recevoir le resultat officiellement. Mais au empire, si )“T V Z avez nu ereirete 
|,usse teIle d .T chereher des clioses que je ne puis pas pauscr d'oltenir, et que 
* 37 ,1“ J M Wsde sur cette supsoVne! je vous prie et je vou. 

conjure de n. accorder votre co-operatmn, car jc le repdtc encore une Ibis: mon seul desir 

atUilht VO ' r Constater au,rc utre 4 ma fuuulle. et non pas uller chercl.er ee qui »y 

. ■ ?'° nSI, ' ur \ j ' e,|, 7 1“ c ,a m<>me complaisance dejit montrde envers moi vous voudrez. 

bien dtre aussi bon de la r/petcr en me faisant connaltre votre opinion sur cello ci • du mid 
iait je vous pne de ne pas douttcr de ma reconnaissance et de mon devouinent. 

Agr&z, See. 

(Signd) F. A. MIS. MAZZARA BRIDGTOWER. 


Minute. 

No answer. 

No. 937. 

Major-General Pear* to Mr. Hammond.—{Received September 30 .) 

receipt ^ f 1 , dlPCC J e 5 1 by tb ® Secretary of State for India in tCun’cd toTcknowiedge^he 
ipt ot jour letter of the 1/th instant,* forwarding copy of a letter from the Italian 
mihter expressmg the desire of his Government that t wo officers of the Italian army may 

texolco^ m,,any thC "f of the AbyMini “” exHition. and requestilfg ^ 
btafford North cote s opinion as to the answer which should be returned to it. 

in which"the P Al vsl:"? d * ‘, hat ’ c ? n8ideri "S the Peculiar nature of the service 

desirous of Ife 7 " ** enM S cd ' Sir Stafford Northcotc is very 

combatants. S “ far as P oss,l,Ie t0 thc smallest possible number of actual 

S Sixxsrjj sar - * «• "**'■— 

Will t2t C V m<Xr * 8 ho l lld b ? informed - however, that it is not probable Sir R. Napier 
ill require the r personal services; and they should be warned of thc character of the 

72 i!' r h,ch K, C for< : e *™ i y.S t en ? a £ ed ’ and of the necessity of equipping themselves 

seas “” a. b *—w .r 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


Minutes. 

How will you deal with this ? I sent you on Saturday a similar appeal from the 
Dutchman, which is now on its way to the India Office, ami we shall have others probably 
from other quarters. A general rule must be laid down. * 

Thc one thing indispensable is that all such applicants should be treated alike If 
all were refused I do not see that any could complain. Better consult India Office again, 

• No. Ml. 
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saying that other applications of the same kind are sure to follow, and ask which they wish 
done. £ 


No. 938. 


Mr. Hammond to Mr. Melvill. 

(Secret and Confidential.) . __ a , ,, n 1Q , ;7 

gj r Foreign Office, September 60, 1867. 

’ l AM directed by l.ord Stanley to transmit to you, for the confidential information 

of the Secretary of State for India in Council, a copy of a letter from a resident m 

Abvbsinia * w hich has been communicated to his Lordship from a rehable source, containing 

information respecting that country, its resources, and the position of the king and the 

EUr<> ¥ e am U> P ad?'that the writer of this letter has earnestly requested that for his own 

safetf it may be treated as strictly confidential. 

J J , I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 939. 


Mr. YVest to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 1.) 


^4v Lord Madrid , September 28, 1867. 

• I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I 
have received from the Acting British Vice-Consul at Valencia, confirming his telegram of 
yesterday's date, mating the engagement of muleteers, copy of which was Tor warded in 
my despatch No. 3 ot the 27th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) L. S. SACKV1LLE WEST. 


In closure in No. 939. 

Acting Y'icc-Consul Dart to Sir J. Crampton. 

• Valencia, September 26, 1867. 

ASSISTANT COMMISSARY-GENERAL IRVINE, and Captain Hale Wortham. 
lt.A., British Commissioners here, buying mule* on account f the British Government 
for shipment to Alexandria, received a telegram this morning from the War Office, dated 
25th instant, informing them that a transport had sailed from London that day for Valencia 

<UrtC Thc Captain-General and Civil Governor here refuse to allow the engagement of 
muleteers to be shipped in the transports to attend the mules ; and the former informs the 
Undersigned he has received a Royal Order against these engagements. 

As the transport will be due at this port on 3rd to -4th instant it becomes urgent to 
ascertain the decision of the Spanish Government in this matter, which decision 1 beg to 
ask vour Excellency to telegraph to me, in order that the Commissioners may have time to 
telegraph to Gibraltar orders to send muleteers from that place m time to meet the 

tmiiHoort and avoid its detention here. „ ., , „ . . 

It appears the Spanish Government is not convinced that the British Commissioners 

want only to engage grooms to attend to the mules, and not for service in Abyssmt*. 

(Signed) T. H. DART. 


* Inclo*ure S in No. W. 
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No. friO. 

Major-General Peart to Mr. Bgerton.—(Received October 1.) 


Sir, India Office , September 30, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 27th instant, and to acquaint you in reply, that a copy 
thereof has been forwarded to the War Office, all matters connected with the purchase 
of mules for the Abyssinian Expedition having been undertaken by that Depart¬ 
ment. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 911. 

Major-General Sir B. Lugard to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October I .) 

8ir» War Office , September 30, 1867. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir John Pakington to transmit, for the information 
of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the accompanying copy of a letter and 
inclosures, which have been received from the Government, of Bombay, replying to the 
several inquiries put by Lord Stanley witli reference to the Abyssinian expedition. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD LUGARD. 


Minute. 

I think we have had all this long ago from the India Office. 

J. M. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 941. 

The Government of Bombay to Sir C. Wood. 

8i r» i Military Department . P s'-.n, August 24, 1867. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, dated the 17th 
July last, on the subject of the needful measures in ease of a military force being sent 
to effect the release of the British subjects now prisoners in Abyssinia. 

2. Your first question is, “ What amount of force is considered needful ? what 
should it consist of? ami by whom should it be commanded r” 

3. It was at first considered that a force of about 10,(KM) men might be required, 
as, although any opposition in force was not probable, yet the country being entirely 
unknown, and the i»oint to Is* reached between 3<X) and 400 miles distant inland, it 
would be necessary to keep open communication throughout that distance for the 
supply of the force; and a considerable number of men would of necessity lx* 
employed. 

The force would consist of all arms; but it was the opinion of his Excellency the 
Governor tliat the force of Europeans should lie small. This is a point which is now 
under discussion with his Excellency the Commander-in-chief, who has stated his 
opinion that the force should consist of— 

Two batteries Horse Artillery. 

Two batteries Field Artillery. 

One Mortar Battery. 

One Mountain Train. 

One squadron of European Cavalry. 

Four regiments of Native Cavalry. 

Six companies of Snppors and Miners. 

One regiment of Sikh Pioneers. 

Four Regiments of European Infantry. 

Nine Regiments of Native Infantry. 

T73] - 9 K 
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.*• ,™ e ? f the expedition ha* >x*en since detennined by instructions 

received from you by telegram. * 

*T«"5 second Question is, -now long after receiving from England orders to 
prepare the force, would it take to ensure its being ready for service ?” 

w , ™ tr ^ >8 ^ re c< i ncerned ’ th< 7 could be embarked in a very short time ; 

and l ?h kl ? K U> th<? of t f ndin 8 transport animals, which liave to be collected, 

nr l quantity of supplies which, iu our ignorance of what the count™ itself 

fh mCvVr rrt?*? we a ° not thi * k ***wm ^ possible to n^ss; 

Bombay till towards the close of the year. 1 

I>ort ?” Y0Ur n0Xt qUefiti ° n “» “ W1,at arrangements would lx? made for its trans- 

reamTto f<?W VeMeb f ° r trans ^ ,rt purposes at our command, that it will be 

n ijmsite to take up as many steam-vessels as possible. Bv availing ourselves of our 

Cam ’N T l\T T tniC ‘ ,S With "'A 1Vninsular a,ld and the British and India 

* ,n Negation Companies, and by securing other vessels which mav be for charter 

we may, including everytlung, obtain from twenty to twenty-five steam-vessels It. 
will also be possible to assist mi ling- vessels by towing, and, independently of this' the 
s anon of the year, and its prevailing wind, favour the employment of sailing vessels We 
think also that it may perhaps be practicable to use the nmv tr.-ip-sl.ipa for l or two 
rmssag.^. With respect to this w e are in communication with the Government of 
India, by whom you will probably lie advised on the point 

7. The next question in your despatch is, “ At w lmt point would it lx- proposed to 

idling on Egyptian terrier 8 " *« * b if !»-«*% * -oid 

At the present moment no definite conclusion has been arrive<l at on this point 
and therefore it is proposed to send a small party, with sufficient (wort, to reconnoitre 
llm, os at present advised, the most available point seems to lie in llawakil Bay near 

*?JS r, w If (1 '' hl l lrk '' d tW , ,ht ' invading force would he only forty’miles 
rom nplau called Mara, where a stream of running water is found and where a 
healthy spot for the first dcpAt on the highlands will 1»- at once accessible It irill 
lumever, he necessary to ascertain whether the Reports we have received regarding the 

w 1K: ' m ™ , ". t<l navigation, Is. correct, and this, therefore, 

will lx tin first place which the reconnoitring party will visit. 

H. II this plan* in llawakil Bay be not found suitable, it appears that the shore 
roundAnneHleylaywil lx* the most eligible place for deharSti,” 
also the first depA will be at Mam, but the distance will he about seventy miles 

11. (hi acoount of Massowa being the poet of an Egyptian Government •mirison 

nllrrT'' t ' U r a T / < ’ , ? rkinK ,Uen% if favourable eireunistanees in 

other respect* can lie found e where. But it will lx- impossible to avoid Eirvptian 

territory, as the only available plaee adjacent to Egyptian territory appears ‘to be 
laguna, where the climate, roads, population, and facilities for pnxntriiiff water and 
doS ^ at *** id <‘ a o' ^Imrking the force !hen- must be aban 

10. Y’ u further ask, “ What Commissariat arrangements would lx* required?” 

Our knowledge of the interior of Abyssinia being most imperfect, it will lx* 
n quisitc to send the force amply supplied to meet all contingencies ; and requisitions 
hau lx-(»n already went to you for such stores its are required from England 

hi, a SSHTSWStss' ..~“ I ..—— 

* r™"Ctd":;; *>——— 

to Jtakenr *** “ m ' vXher “V and what preliminary step- would have 

Beyond the instructions we have already received, we have no siursreations to 
make excepting that while on the one hand it is desirable to avoid anvTippoarnnce 

f r * ! 10 h K>l ,tJan Gov,,rn,n( ' ,lt - <>n the other hand, as the landini will lx? 

r T 0,1 ^yptian tern ton - , we conclude that Her Majesty’s Government has taken 
^d to^S ♦ ^ to seeure the sanction of the Egyptian Government to our landing, 
and to prevent misunderstanding with, or opposition bv, tin local authorities g 

(Signed) WM. R, SEYMOUR FITZGERALD 
It. NAPIER. 

B. ELLIS. 

J. MANSFIELD. 1 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 941, 

of a Uilitory Utter from tke 8 m Na . ^ ^ |? |8fi? 

17th ° f 7 0ar despatch N 0 . 201, dated the 

Abyssinia, and asking our onminn^T^ d '^ Klat L ,ve to . the present state of Affaire in 
expedition to that country. van °U8 points should it be determined to send an 

by ' b ' Comm.„der-i„.chief iu India, and 

Abyssinia, which were ^ ™ e M- diti ™ to 

in an official form. ^ 08 * K » v were w ntten, is now forwarded 

preballvl^/and we 7oui?ldX sucb “ Si >!«• Durand has in.lieated would 

4. With regard to the o!Tert« II " “ of ,roI » Bengal, if necessary. 

No. 86, dated the 17th of July 1867 we ^ < S, L >,1 [ 1 ’ 1 tke Bombay Government, 
the preceding paragraph, and^hS.! H «„Tn l 'T *4 TV*?* 
Government in communication with Lieutenam ’ I 1 f “‘ t<,r ‘ lv re »* l,e * 1 to by that 
«t Aden; bnt we have undZtood this r • “ ercwut her. the PoHtioal Agent 

procurable in sufficient abundance in Egypt and o°n "h"’'° n T*'}* f '" tran i ,l)lt 

that everything else except fuel, wa.er. ^ fu^ " “" d A,H “' bu ‘ 

•II o 5 \ Be f nng ,n m,nd the disturl»ed state of the int- rLr J \, 
will take place; the absence of any stronir Govern- * ? r ° \ n f a ,n W1IC ^ operations 
ruling Powers are broken up into 1 lhf ^“^nce Thai the 

authority of Theodorus is said to have been g^tlv^hr 1WCh 0tl ! < ! r » and t,J,|fc th « 
every prospect of success, if the expedition he v^' * ,)r()k f n »-" we consider that there i ks 
suliordinate to the Commander, to^btain inf- »™if?° rnr,,an<ted * W . rtlb a good ^itical Staff 
people, and arrange terms with some of the )Ldto“ men !; ,n,rnu J , « lte wit h ** Cliicfi and 

6. It is to t>e borne in mind that J a ? a m°ngst them. 

move doea not apparently exceed 300 irule*? and^ha/w W - ,,lcl1 . l,le ^"‘.v will have to 
occupy it, but for a special purpose, which being acconin?hih«d u n f C0,Jntr y ^ to 

7. As regards question No. 7. we underetood W ° l' a ieave lhe ^untry, 

-»-a 

- 2 .r«rsjr„“r ...., 

directed from India, both duties should be absolutely com uSt™ ° f l l ° ,c, ^ n expeditions 
Commander of the expedition. mbined in one officer—the military 

Err 1 ™ if—,-—- ■«. «,■ M 

s-i S: t iswc-cs ter - t r «-—». ■«, . r 

Department reganling the previiion^^ fund, for in lbe K««cW 
necessarily be expensive. ,0F the C08t of f ,, ‘* exp-ditioo, w hic h will 


Inclosure 3 in No. Oil. 

r * * *• acsj - *•«*.—j-. h. i W . 

(fsllaut friend .Lliin ni “ ,n - v '.nnnnnddf and 

It appears to me how<-vo* o e ,,enc . v ,he v icerov. 

on, without available data of preci^knowh-dire'T ,e ! K,atlon an ^ a^ument can be relied 
military expedition is to be directed Sir Uenrvlv, U ^ i,ar ” U8 .country against which i 
Her Majesty’s Government will have to erect ^ r fi,rn,shed the lines on which 

suggested by Major-General Sir William Coghlali. * *' * #UCh a ° uudCTt « k ing as that 

With respect to"t‘L H^UnL^'a.Tad'vanee^ofT 4 /" P ri " c !P le 1,1 th - »«™ing he give* 
P^ecUhelwemus! he prepaid o^gSf lt££ 






772 


that we cannot return from Mich an expedition without loss of political honour and perhap* 
of military reputation, if, after exacting reparation from King Theodoras, we should leave 
the country in a state of * Seething Anarchy/’ I am inclined to think that the most 
valuable portion of Sir William Coghlan’s Memorandum is the latter part of it which is 

styled 44 Preliminary arrangements.” .. . . . 

It is certainly necessary that we should have full reports on thes coast, oo the 
roads, on the temperature of the coast, on the first ranges of hills and the higher uplan s, 
on the amount of carriage, slaughter cattle, and other supplies obtainable by purchase near 

the coast and in the nearest hills. __ 

We should also be told on reliable authority whether it be true or not that we may 
trust to the good offices of the “ Shibos,” or other tribes. This can only be done by 
establishing a Political Resident on the coast with an effective staff. 

Her Majesty’s Government can judge better than we, if he should be at Massowah, 

It seems to me that such an establishment, if dexterously directed, would not only 
give us all the information which we are now absolutely without, but that it might be 
made to act on the fears of Theodoras and so achieve the object of ministers without the 
cost and responsibility of an expedition, which can hardly fail to entail an occupation of 
two years’ duration in the country of Theodoras, and, perhaps, ultimately commit us to an 
Abyssinian “ Algeria”—a project which Consul Cameron has always had in his mind vide 
one of his early letters at the commencement of his captivity. , 

As King Theodoras may not impossibly have learnt the contents of that letter, he is 
not improbably impressed with the fear of such an ultimate result if we should now make 
a demonstration of any kind. As said before, I should be much disposed to work on it 
politically by the adoption of the measure suggested by Sir William Coghlan as the 

preliminary arrangement for a military expedition. 

With regard to Sir Henry Durand’s proposals, 1 fear we cannot rely on Aden as an 

intermediate base between Bombay and the Assyrian coast. 

There is such scarcity of water in that place and so little spare room, that I can 
hardly conceive 2,500 additional troops being put up there with their followers without 
very great inconvenience, loss of health, and perhaps sacrifice of life. I should rather 
advocate that, given a good harbour and a place well supplied with water in the Abyssinian 
coast, all reserves should be landed there at one. They would, in all probability, be fed 
there as easily as at Aden, and their presence would be at once felt in support of the 

expedition and the achievement of its object. , 

I think we may consider it certain that secular hatred and jealousy exists on the part 
of the Abyssinian towards the Turk. But I am not sure that this feeling may not be used 
advantageously by a Resident established on the coast, as I would propose, for the 

attainment of our objects. ... , - , . , _ 

If Massowah be more convenient as a point of disembarkation and of future advance 
than any other, I should not consider Anti-Turkish or Egyptian feelings in the Abyssinian* 
to be a sufficient cause to prevent our adopting it. But il we must ask the permission ot 
the Sultan’s Government tor such a purpose, we have probably a reason of a weighty 
character for acting on Sir Henry Durand’s suggestion to leave Massowah alone, and seize 
some other point where permanently to establish ourselves on the coast during the 

expedition and occupation. _ . , ., 

It seems to me important in the sense of our European policy, that the attair should 
in no way he mixed up with Turkish territory and pretensions, or in joint action with the 

1 would venture to state that mv opinion corresponds with that ot Sir H. Durands, 
in opposition to that of Sir William Coghlan, in considering the expedition, with its objects 
and difficulties, and with the distances to be traversed before the objective point is reached, 
to be a far more serious affair and likely, therefore, to be much more costly than that 

conducted by the late Sir James Outram against the Persian coast. 

(Signed) R. MANSFIELD. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 041. 

Minute by Major-General the Hon. Sir H. M. Durand , K.C.SJ ., C.R, dated June 10, 1867. 

IN the absence of evervthing approaching to reliable information, I should not have 
hazarded any remarks at all on Major-General Coghlan’s Memorandum had it not been 
for the request of His Excellency the Governor-General. In deference to the Viceroy s 
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a * *,iStti ‘-j- i.«. ™ 

half a century. I n a.d. 525 the comment f J Untl1 AD - S ?5, <hat is! for 

apparently from the Anneslev or Massowah harhni.I Cr °ff d ! m '" the Abyssinian coast, 
coast. For 50 years they rnaintain^j Their conT' Ghalifica - on ,he A mb 
continually to be provided from Abvfsinia al 2 d re mforeements had therefore 

t.on from the plateau of Abyssinia to the seab^l b^th?lITT!£** ,he w,mmuni “- 
f the coast, cannot be insuperably difficult for #h* ' \ L ^! u es k®ding on the harbours 
If, in *.D. 525. an Abyssinian , ““•* ° f considerablt ' lilies of men. 

over to the Arab coast to avenge the^cuii™ ,he°n . 6 , 0 .- 000 .'»»«l cress them 
deem the features of the country to alterwHn l h Chn f t,ans L bad «uflered, I cannot 

of means it should be a matte? of insura,oi7tabto K", d ?>' ,ha ‘- wi,b our command 
equipped force into Abyssinia. surmountable difficulty to push a well and suitably 

Coghlan's scl erne for an Vlwsatoia'Lraetotl’ careful I*’ rusal of Major-General 

upon points absolutely essential to be known "i'/tl om '’ t,mt ^ affords no information 
undertaken. It relies, in fact, on a seriTof 11 1 eVe ". t of . n ' lll «ary operations being 
of officers, to be deputed to Massowah fc , ! P rellm mar>- inquiries to be made by a staff 
which, considering our now long poaaeassion of Aden’* 0 of , c “ llectm K tbe very information 
the possession ot the Political Agent at A.IenKo/', bmi m ailable, and in 

expedition to Berbera, under Burton Her,, to * ,ns ‘*nce, in 1851 there was an 
Burton and Speke, the party met to A’l.nlTfiSS^tT")' Sp f k ? and after journeys, bv 
the ex,edition was unfortunate, yet a goorl d^I of^nf*™’ th ° Ugh the fi " al result of 
as to the resources of the Somali count,v in i/tt 7l?’ at,on must ha 'c been collected 
produce. Moreover, subsequently, store 1M6 our retot^ ffT' a " <l ° ,hcr kinds of 
been so continuous at Aden that some ooaiflim ini ™** lon * with fhc Somali coast have 
coast ami that trending south to Zanzibar l ° f th ®'purees of the Somali 

the resources of the Nubian coast should bv this tme h.vA"' N ° rth Ma8s0wilb »l»o, 
not to be absolutely problematical whether wf 7, ^ been f^'ert.-uned, and It ought 
adverted to for a supply of slaughter cattle and slu e , aid „7 "° , Up ° n th ° ,racfs ab °ve 
Major-General Coghlan’s Memorandum n,, w a ° animals. 

'7 n '? r - v "rrangements for the acquisition of infomatton n ^ h "' K ' ,l,at the P™l>- 
Of King 1 bcodorua. induce him. through fearTim™, 5 y ’ °" com,n K to tba knowledge 
captives unconditionally and to sue for an amnesty‘r 17 ,0 lib ™"c < b e 

fortune happen; but it is a very dubious aunnn«»?' ^ * ^"ould fain hojie may by good 
ns to imply an alliance, overt or\on/7ed 7 , r 7l\, e8P, 'V ally f ° Ur I™dure d fuel 
By the latest reports from the can to™ to A. ^ u . rco - K k vp,lan power, 
now under the direct control of Then torus Is mnJh""'] wc know that the available force 
cktoy repid diminution. At the same tto, e ,„fret B " <l U ’ Ht jt was in course of 

those conversant with the existir g state a? concurrence on the part of 

l ureo-Egyptian rule is so great, and the national anti, ^ yi8,n, f’ that t,,e Hatred to the 
steps may be taken for retrieving the cant.vM «ml Pttthy that whatever 

repeatedly warned azainst our operations assumine the^ 5 '?? lhe ^° n,8 » we have been 
Egyptian support or aid, for that such an i.m 1 * thc . B ® m,,,anc ® of alliance with Tureo- 

thing like union, and co’uld «« Abvssimnns to somf- 

judge how far this may be a cotrect repr^entatton ^r .h The0 ' ,0ru «- h '» impossible to 
but some incidental remarks bv the eminent tra dler if? " i° l,al feelin K in Abyssinia ; 
Abyssinian province before he started for the Altort /"' " P , B ' m,e til " t ' 111 ;l| i 
confirmation Iron, an independent source of this a ex i ,ll,ratio "- "e a weighty 
present informed, therefore, it may be politic l * ' 1 na tional feeling. As It 

construed to indicate an offensive coalition ° f , procedure that might be 

In a rough way the Turk claims the coast ^ e des,Kn8 on Ab .V«inia. 

but unless I am misinformed, he holds nothin,• lowef d^f tl S T/" ^W-el-mandeb; 
according to Coghlan, we coold not use without til n ■*“ XI “* owah Is ' a nd. which, 
nient It would seem preferable, even at 1 T"™ * " ,C Turl(i8h (i «™ ; 
Annesley Bay, where no such previous nermiJi dlsadvant8 8 e - to select a port such as 
tions with the Turko-Egyptian Government 7.7 *,“ 8 necessary, and possible eomr.licn- 

to Annesley Bay, there tS hardly ^ a doubt Z?-?' ' M "' C old rf>ad '» Tigto came 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether simke oo/t. “ “ 8 i ,racli «' b ‘<- line. In a late desoatoh 
than does Major-General Coghlan. It is no m d°ou’bt“rblto' ,ly 7 *7 r ° U,e ft ° m An -pl“H» 
as a harbour w.th Annesley Bay but it is neareTto W t ’ " 0t con, P a rable 

m r 10 1 a “ d *t « questionable which of 

9 L 
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on one or other line of operation*. It wa, expectea. 8 of Bushire and the 

Persian Government would be brought^“ rj-oDg £ ^ P ditappointment in thl8 
o|»crations at the head of the Gu » . nlated The case is very different with 

■Sas Srir*arf fc 4 £is ss^it 

whatever forcei» ' th carriage-cattle for stores, camp equipage, baggage, 

Amphilla, shall be so *q«'PP“ ^ ide> 8 , leep and ca ttle for slaughter, that a 

spare ammun.tton a^ordnance p«k o , mu8t also be the means from time 

izrzffsxTiS* fc-...— — - «h~. 

“'tfrssr-rr£ se#- 

„ , „ mm,. tf ““PS, famofc. coidil,™ from «* 

strength in Natives also. 

Column to atlonncc from the coa.t upon TSgrf or the plateau of Abywima :- 

1 IT Brigade. 

_ q • , I 1 Native Infantry Regiment. 

1 European Regiment. 

1 Sikh Pioneer Regiment. I 

2nd Brigade. 

t Eurof*. Raiment I ' **“" Uf “‘ r -' R '* U ”“ l - 

1 Sikli lutantry Regiment. I 

Artillery and Sappers. 

1 Mountain Tnis Battery. I „ Co m p.ni«, Ssppe™ (N.U..)- 

1 Held Battery, Armstrong Guns. | 

Cavalry. 

3 ttsstar c -* i 


K..E.V. .he CO..., .id. trsmport ,n courw «f «p»i».ion s> gM} ■■ i» «. of 

an advance being necessary in support of columns. 

Reserve Brigade. 

1 M- »f Europe, M. I 

2 Regiments of Native Infantry. I 1 r *“ * 


In the event of the reserve being tailed up, which would probably be the case before 
strength. 


The 1st and 2nd Brigades would be about 
Artillery 

Sappers .. •• 

Cavalry .. • • • • 


4.000 roeu. 
300 „ 
200 „ 
000 „ 


H 


Total 


3,400 


Infantrv .. B “ IGi0, * 

Artillery .. ” . 2.000 men. 

Sspper* .. /. .. s. 

.. * 

ToUl .. w 

Contingent on demand to supply reserve if called to the front 2,250 men. 

The Force to be embarked and landed on Abyssinian coast would be- 
Column .. .. 

Reserve .. . •• •• 5.400 men. 

. 2,230 „ 

Total .. 

. 7.630 „ 

To be held in readiness— 

Brigade 

** •• •• •• 2.230 men. 

Gr *" d T< '’* 1 .. „ 

armed." 8CT " mtS a " d CSmp f ° lloWere fr0ra lndia landed in Africa should be well 

wr.re!h 1C h Me<l1 ? 1 De P artmerlt mu8t be strong in officers and Stores. If Anneslev Bav 
sizTthere OPerat, ° n9 ’ “ W ° Uld bC * " ise f’ reCaUti<) " «° l»» a hospital *“ 800 ^ 

- JtlTTCi.^as^ D ’“ »— 

the coast. The mere advance tn tu„ , i ? P ’ ® nd on , thc l,ne of communication with 

present difficulties, will really he the easiest 1 nart^f^th 00 ^' th ° U * 11 route ma y 
occupation and the ultimate withdrawal from the ° *** [ ,U8l “ eM * Hie temporary 

more serious part of the enterprise \|,.«h will i 1 coun *5 *° coast, will prove the 

CoZut tea Sr 

our hands of the affair. Government muRt Unrif . moment w ® ™y desire to wash 
protracted support, both naval and military, to the forcl^iJ^Ah to . a f r ° rd a somewhat 

division well commanded might, if fortune befriended the ♦ Abyssinia. Although a 

it might, on the other hand? be nZ^are ^"2 to 1 W,,a * is de8ired - 

to follow that up by another, always at the same time maint P ° reserve ,ri ^ ade » but cv «n 

of (liberations on the coast! It 7. MactlHLTor, ,,r .? nghold .° r ! he l— 

which it is impossible to foretell from the circumstance tliat*^t' 0 "(h’* ,>rccls< : ,ssue of 

of the country and its difficulties, the anZlZ S ’ " hat . W,th °? r °* n 'Snorance 
reception of .foreign force beZ. alwavs m, ,!,L. f . present prevails there, and the 

savages, the elements of trouble and discord are m<u>T andUioZof a " d - S< ’ mi ' 

alliances with petty chiefs would be insecure ‘ tho8e °. rder non-exi*taot; 

open hostility ^whilst beforeour „^7omtaati“ ^'r^'JS'T ? 

welfare as well as that of the people who came »nrW it* * Ulre * 11 mu ® r ’ ^ ,ts own 
organized power to take its place. Noth in <7 wn ,u 1 ein P ora *y protection, leave some 

anything more discreditable than a withdrawal which took t Inform and ha ^ d, y 






and attack if only for the sake of plunder, and we might suffer more on the withdrawal 
than during the adrance. (gigned) n. M. DURAND. 



Inclosure 5 in No. Oil. 

Minute by Major-General the Hon. Sir H. M. Durand , K.C.S.J., C.R., dated July 15, 1867. 

IN a Memorandum dated 10th June last,• drawn up at the request of the Viceroy, 
and having reference to the possible dispatch of an expeditionary force to Abyssinia, ! 
drew attention to the fact of the conquest of Yemen by the Abywiman Negaschi in 
a.d. 525, and that for half a century that power maintained its hold over the Arab 
province. The purpose of this historical quotation was to point out that if 50,000 or 
60 000 men could be marched from the highlands of Abyssinia to the coast, cross the Red 
Sea, invade Yemen, and hold it for fifty years, this could not be done without the road or 
roads from the plateau of Abyssinia to the coast being practicable. From Arab history it 
appears that the elephant, an animal certainly not found in Arabia, was in use with the 
Abyssinian conquerors. This simple fact indicates the general practicability of the routes 
by which the Abyssinian forces descended, and afterwards maintained their communications 

with their highlands. , 

Since writing the forementioned Memorandum, a reference to r ortuguese history has 
recalled a fact which has a closer bearing ou the practicability of an advance from the 
coast to the mountain camp und fastnesses of the Negaschi 1 heodorus. About 1541, 
Don Stephano de Gama, alter his repulse ut Suez and sundry ravages on the 1 urkish 
missessions in the Red Sea, reached and occupied Massowah. From thence his squadron 
suiled to Zeila, which was taken, and became the starting point from whence Don Christopher 
de Gama, at the head of 400 Portuguese, well armed, disciplined after the European 
manner, and having with them a few field pieces, commenced his adventurous march, with 
a view to effect the relief of the Empress of Abyssinia, Cabelo Oaoguel, who had ibeen 
forced to take refuge in a fastness on the top of Mount Damo. I his small Portuguese 
force was considerably augmented by a number of young gentlemen trom the Viceioy s 
fleet, who were permitted to join the expedition as volunteers. I heir number, however, is 
not stated. With this force Christopher de Gama advanced apparently by the direct route 
towards Lake Tyana or Dembro, through the Dewaro country, at the city of which, 
Dewaron, the Empress met nim. Where this place Dewaroa may have been is not 
precisely stated, but Christopher de Gama had proceeded beyond it eight days journey 
through' a very rough and rocky territory, and three days over a fine spacious plain of a 
more fertile clmracter, when the Moorish King of Adel, who had spread his conquests 
from Zeila and Berbcra, to the foot of the Abyssinian highlands, attacked Christopher de 
Gama. In two severe actions the Portuguese commander defeated his opponent; hut in 
a third, after his enemy had received strong Turkish reinforcements, ( hristopher de Gama 
was defeated, in part owing to his own rashness. Though beaten in this fight, the residue 
of the Portuguese troops afterwards did good service in Abyssinia, though they had lost 

the de Gama. . 

1 have noted these circumstances because the King of Adel or Zeila was not a despic¬ 
able foe; the reinforcements which enabled him to fight his third and successful action are 
represented to have been 600 Turks and 200 Moors on horseback, 1,000 arquebussiers, 
and 10 pieces of field artillery. 

We know that the calibre of the field guns used by the Portuguese and the Adel 
King was small, probably not exceeding 2- or 3-poundcrs, hut then at that period the 
carriages were clumsy, and the facility lor moving artillery far less than in the present day. 
For instance, the 9-pounder Armstrong, adopted for colonial service, is probably far easier 
of draught than were these Portuguese and Moorish field guns of 1541-42, vet history 
Rhows that these were marched from considerable distances and in different directions 
without uny insuperable difficulty, and played a prominent part in the turee sharp actions 
fought by Christopher de Gama. The fair deduction is, that the country, rough and 
difficult though it may be, is not at all impracticable for light field guns. Of course tor 
mountain train guns, the country must he perfectly practicable. 

Another conclusion is, that the country is not impracticable for cavalry, other¬ 
wise the Adel King would not always have had a considerable part of his force of that 

arm. i _ , 

It is to be regretted that the exploring expedition under Lieutenant Burton to the 

• 764 . 
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Somali country, had so disastrous a termination in 1855 nnd •* , . 

exploration of the country between Berbcra and ZanzihLr that ' purpose being the 
collected calculated to throw anv licht on fhp k ’,^7 J dt, . e information was 

advanced to the neighbourhood of Lake Dotnhra • h, th w ,udl Christopher de Gama 
small body of disciplined troops did not shrink fmm ente . I T nze " Lich he, with a 

highill x to ,he r tes leadin * 

Portuguese of 1541, the British power of mr ,7 • 1 ° ! » d,n » Ulde8 ?> M compared with the 

Of that route should beSully ^'rtufued r ° U ' e fr0 ” Zei, °' Bnd «■" ^>>ility 

practicable routes; and as John III had himself ordered l ' lf, ^! nntlon »» t<> the most 
450 musqueteers from India when sending IVm i , h ) iceroy of Goa to furnish 
not hurriedly extemporized hut verv ll!. . !" 2 ° n h,# D1,s8ion ’ the expedition was 
Bermudez, who knew Abyssinia well from lon^orevi pre ' ur ”} n K ed » and t,,nt > too. whilst 

point 1 "‘Tte&S renders rililab^LlX ‘ Election C "'?”^ mnd ' t,irow »"y light on this 
of the route from the head of the Gulf of Tajurmh f l ” formatlon on the I ,rese »‘ »t»te 

<p»r£^ from all 

sssyr&js: mustb - cauie and p— ^-tnw 

■ -"'ice i„ Abyssinia, were, 

undertook in support of a Jesuit policy nnd f!w. I . -. 0 J rar * All this they 

the Abyssinian Christian Church On/p * HU - C 8U ) J ec ^ to the Church of Rome 
the manner in i ™, h “, “* con ' iier Aether 

received and treated by King Th^d^, ^?the nmrl *'■ •»«« have been 

Consul, and British subjects with them call for a dof ^ ° n ° U, ‘ hnvoy and tho 

nation ; but if Her Majesty's GovJJnn^n 0 d< f nce i 2 r . the honour and credit of the 

has been sounded, whatever the route by which ''ller^M 01 *"^ 1 ?" not ? °f humiliation 
hardly think they will in the issue hn.ttL Her , M, 'jvsty's forces had to move, I 
menlnder Christopher to Owl for ‘ * the brave 400 

I,ad the Portuguesef.^t™«Iewl? "’° rC ho , nOUrable caUsc of «« H*n 

” f * £?* fs “, ta -f *!» JiliuL, “h t SiS“* 

«—■ -i»" n&sxszsgzg? *- ■ i«» 

(Signed) II. M. DURAND. 


•evemlworkf whid,°L^ to <£? thatch 1 ‘“"I r Tj Ted fr " m Ca,cu “ a 

'■Oder Christopher tie Gama w“, fr!,ra IX^To I, 1 ' 1 'T,' .f ‘ ' e iW) , 
and not from Zeila or Tajuurah. In IWhus’ 
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( t - mart of the Patriarch Bon John Bermudez to John the Tlurd of Portugal of 
whSt ttll to Don Christopher and his party^ He 

Arkeeko after the Viceroy’s return from Suez; the selection of the Commander 
Bon Christopher; the departure of the Viceroy and his fleet, after ivceiung the 
blessing of Bermudez, who says of himself and his small force ihalafterthefleet wen 
to sea, “we remayned on land very solitaire, and, beginning h> travel, wittm* 
days we came to Debama.” Bruce, m his mood volume, confirms this and it ^ 
pretty clear that it was from Arkeeko that their advance was made, not from Zeila 
ihmiifrh Drwaro Some similarity between Bebania and Bewaro may haw led t» 
the error, a* also some uncertainty as to the precise date of the attack of the 1 ortuguree 
on Zeila, and the translations not being very exact, writers 

Although it does not affect the general argument in my note of the 15th July last, 1 
think it right to correct the error into which I was led, as I entertain no doubt, on 
Bermudez’s own authority, that Arkeeko was the Portuguese starting point. 

This makes no difference as to the expediency ot obtaining information of a 
reliable kind as to the route from Tajourah, nor any as to the practicability of the 
country for military operation* and the movement of artillery. Ihe Portuguese ptec^ 
did *2d service though the carriages, made up in the country, had or tin* old broken 
up firc-ann barrels, no iron being obtainable with which to tiro the wheels. 

As pointed .»nt l»v Salt there is great difficulty in iwogmzing tlic old names 
employed hv the Portuguese, so that to trace their routes is not always easy. Still, 
even with only such works ns 1 have been able to obtain from Calcutta, there appears 
fuller information as to Abyssinia than we had respecting Afghanistan whenitLc test 
advance was made through the Botan Pass ujion ( an.lahar and Cahu ; and I deem it 
probable that in England, where there must, m our public libraries, Ik* copies of the 
original works of Tellez, Ludolph, Alvarez, Bermudez, Lnbo, anil many ottn-rs, th.-re 
must exist far greater facilities for sifting out useffil information than is afforded bv 
the means available in this country. Salt points out that in comparing Mr. ( affin s 
route from Amphilla Bay to Chelicat with that of Jerome Lnbo s, two centuries 
previous, there was little difference except in the status of the tribes between the 
const and the pass of Senate. Whatever the political changes of a country, its 
physical features, those which affect military lines of njieration, remain, in a 
mountainous country, permanent; and tlic whole of Aliyssuiia was so repeatedly 
traversed bv the Portuguese Jesuits, who long resided in and wrote of that county, that, 
unless their letters and descriptions an- more inexact than was usual with that learned 
and well-trained society, a little labour devoted to a scrutiny of their works and a 
judicious compilation of particulars bearing ou the nature ofthe main routes both 
from the coast and also in the interior of the Ambora and Tigrf provinces, could not 
fail to lie useful. It ought to lx- easily and rapidly executed m England by an) officer 
of experience, master of the Portuguese tongue and conversant with Jesuit Latin, and 
having the resources of the British Museum Li bray at his disposal 

August 18, 1807. (Signed) II. M. DU RAM). 


Inclosure 0 in No. 941. 

The Viceroy of India to Sir C. Wood. 

(Teloffrnuhie ) Simla, August 15, 1867. 

K YOU R despatch No. 201 of the 17th July making inquiries relative to measures to 
adopted should an expedition proceed to Abyssinia, will be replied to by thw mail ; 
but l may now mention that we consider there is every prospect of success if the 
expedition be well commanded, and lie provided with a good political stall entirely 
subordinate to the Commanding-General. 


No. 942. 

Lord Stanley to M. de Everwy/n. 

M. le Cliargd d’Affaires, Foreign Office Octobe r 1, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 28th ultimo,? 
requesting, on behalf ot your Government, that an officer of the Netherlands army may be 

• Alto »pelt “ Debtrwo.” t No. 929. 
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™ been'referred to ^eSwretaryof State for’llidfan who 

controls the organization of the expedition. 101 lndia * wbo 


(Signed) 


I am, &c. 


STANLEY. 


No. 943. 

Mr. Eger ton to Mr. Merivale. 

i a C ? ir ^ Ct ,r (1 . by Stanley to transmit to you a copy"of a’notc^fronTthe Ncther- 

lands Charge d*Affaires at this Court,* requesting, on behalf of his Government that an 
officer of the Netherlands army may be allowed to accompany the expedition to Abyssinia 
am to request that you will move Sir Stafford Northcote to inform Lord Stanley 
what answer should be returned to this application. 

I am, at the same time, to request that you will remind Sir Stafford Northcote that 

~ i ‘ , T 1,cat ‘°“ s °, n ^ laU . ol somc Italian officers, which were referred to the India 
Office on the 1/th and ..0th ultimo, have not yet been answered.f 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) E. C. BGERTON. 

No. 944. 

Mr. Egerton to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

fro H AX V lir f' e,1 \t hy l " r<l S , tanl<,> ' to tra,18 " lit to you herewith*coptes^of dcspatchea 
tTTh. M ‘" lst ‘' r “ lu from Her Majesty’s Chargd d’Affaire, at Madrid relative 

^d^xSlm AbSoi^t engHgement ° f mUle,eerS S P ai " for th ‘ - of the 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 

No. 945. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Melvill. 

,r ’ , AXf 0 , . Foreign Office, October 1, 1867. 

1 A * f d,rec ^ d . b >’ ford Stanley to transmit to you a letter from Mr. Trevor Piowden 
brother of Her Majesty s late ( onsul in Abyssinia, offering to write to King Theodore to 

c, 7 r h ‘, m *?• tha ?. ritUh there detained ; I an. also to 

inclose a draft of the reply w hich his Lordship proposes to send to Mr. Piowden ■ and I am 

to request that n. laying these papers before Secretary Sir Stafford Northcote you 

nrol^V 0 ,nf0rm 8 L °" 1 Stan ' ey Whe ' her 1,8 C “ the course whichtes' Lordship 
proposes to pursue.§ 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 946. 


(No. 12.) 
Sir, 


Lard Stanley to Sir A. Paget. 


N ’ ‘^AVEreferaedtoner Majesty’s Secretary of Wttoyt LS*. 

23 an<i - 4 of th « 1l6 |h ultimo and their mclosures, containing an offer from M^jor de 
Toumoux and from Lieutenant Luciam to serve in the expeditionary* force to be sint to 
Abyssinia, and, at the request of Sir Stafford Northcote, I have to instruct you to express 

• No. 929. f See No. 966. J No*. 980, 935, tod 939. $ Sm No. 948. 
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to the above-named officers his thanks for the tender of their services, of which, however, 
the India Office have no occasion to avail themselves. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 947. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Eger ton.—(Received October 3.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office % October 3, 1867. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter of the 1 st instant, and to 
inform you in reply for Lord Stanley’s information, that Sir Stafford Northcote quite 
approves of the proposed letter to Mr. Trevor Plowden. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


No. 948. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. T. Plowden. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 3, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
24th ultimo, proposing to write a letter to the King of Abyssinia, with a view of inducing 
him to release the captives now detained in that country ; and in reply I am desired by 
his Lordship to thunk you for this offer, and to inform you that he sees no objection to 
such a course being taken by you, as a private individual having inlluencc with the King, 
provided the letter in question is merely in the form of friendly advice to the King from 
yourself, and that it is distinctly understood that Her Majesty’s Government are in no 
way concerned in or cognizant of it. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 949. 

Lieutenant Abbott to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 3.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden , September 6 , 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Her Majesty’s schooner “ Fanny ” arrived here 
yesterday morning having left Massowah on the morning of the 1st instant. Letters 
have been received from Mr. Rastara to Colonel Merewether, dated Magdala, 24th and 
27th July; from Captain Cameron to Colonel Merewether, dated Magdala, 24th July ; 
three letters from Mr. Flail, dated Debra Tabor, June 11th, July 9th, and July 11th ; the 
first addressed to Colonel Merewether, the other two to Mr. Rassam; extracts of letters 
from Mr. Flad to M. Munzinger, dated 7th May, 28th May, 9th July, and 11th July; 
and four letters from Dr. Blanc for Colonel Merewether, dated respectively, Magdala, 
July 18th, July 19th, July 22nd, and July 24th. The two former copies “ at length ” 
arc appended. 

2. Mr. Rassam, writing on the 24th July, says, “ I have at last succeeded in 
communicating with Debra Tabor; of ten different messengers, one of my servants, named 
Gosbo, managed to take letters and bring their answers, but even himself did not escape 
the rapacity of the rebels on returning. He managed to save the letters by having them 
hid in a bamboo, which he carried as a stick. I am sending this man to Massowah with 
these letters, together with another servant and a follower of Dejaj Mirand, in order that 
they may bring us money; I have told them that they must try and reach Massowah 
before the 17th proximo, when you intend to visit that port for the purpose of finding out 
whether the Emperor would send us down. I fear it England does not get us out by 
force of arms, we shall have to spend many an August in this wretched state, and 
VVakshum Gobazc has done so little since he'came up to this vicinity that I have lost all 
hope of ever leaving this country through the succoijr of; the rebels, for whom I am 
beginning to have utter contempt. 1 do not believe there is a more cowardly race than 
these Abyssinian rebels, who allow themselves to be butchered and plundered and have no 



the I™ ,on encrav - "bom the) might take a force of not less 

that J ‘a ,r “-i oin) ’ an<1 1 am certain With the handful of men 
His Majesty has now and the disgust ever)- one has for him, he would not be able to 
hoUh's ground one day. The rebel Chiefs talk very big, but do very little Wehave 
not heard of the movements of Wakshum Gobaae since I last wrote to vou hi ?he 
beginning of this month ; all his big talk about attacking the Emperor and releasing the 
Bishop andmyself andI party has dwindled to nothing. One day we hcardTaThlfhad 
made friends with the Malloo Gallas upon their promising to pay him tribute and the 
next, it is reported that be had to retreat to Lasta for feur of the Gallas, who had gone 

M mn ° !t H ° WeVer ’ whe,her he is Powerful or weak, far or near, it 
is cMdent that he can reuder us no succour, and even if he manage to get us out the 

chances are will follow the example of Theodorus by keeping us and trying to get what 
he can out of the British Government. Another private messenger has arrived from the 
Emperor who has brought us compliments from His Majesty. In his letter to the Chiefs 
of this garrison he says, ‘Inform my friend Aitoo Rassam the glad tidings of rnv faithful 

destruction oPtl k>r } hUV,U f r . e » ,uls . e< ! the f,ttack of » great rebel of Gojam, and of the 
' M lh ® °? nd ®J f J* 1 UDd n hl!i party Who had plundered his messenger in 
Waggara. He said also that he would not ‘ forsake ’ me. He alluded to DaiUra Dustn 

^ diffit lf^ 00 (,0,lar8 Whi ! e ,ie "T r uin G fr0m Massowah £ A^t Z 
so difficult for messengers to travel between this place and Massowah for the next 

fortv days that do not intend to send down again before the beginning of September 

unless^mdeed^IshaU^have to communicate: .0 farewell until the,,.- ’ 

“As the messengers have not been able to start before now on account of not (iodine 
a proper escort to conduct them through Dalanta, I am enabled to add a few lines The 
new King of Shoa has sent to say that ho intends to capture this fortress and asked lor 
the Metropolitan s blessing. He is a mere boy, and writes like a child. 1 le could no more 
come so far than he could go to Massowah; and the very name of Theodorus would make 
him hide himself under hi. mother's dress. Hi, Majesty has sent to saythat he would 

m f Sl, Ur . ° r , 1VR / r y .V but f. hcre 18 as niucl1 cha ncc of seeing him'here before the 
middle of September (at the earliest) as there is in seeing vou here,—unless indeed he 

!v?th e o fovlidlowers." h ° CU " n0t *’° 8siLI >' do )- and comes here himself alone 

,wJL C T a i n Cameron, who generally writes so cheerfully, appears now to be bccomiinr 

cTtemn ' Ymm'ieTteM “ 0 ° llo . wa 1 "' erel >' Krit e t" thank you for the news about the 
oilumn. Your letter has the right ring about it. and has given me some hopes ; but I am 

wearing out and have to fight with myself dav and night to prevent n v -rivinl 7,7 

7few months ‘ Th ho * ever ’ chensh ‘h« hope of living to shake you by the hand in 
a few month . The rams have set in, and the constant streams from the floor of my 

room seem to be poisoning me. These things are difficult to remedy ; courage and 
out'Tmd f ° r 6 ° me Ume nevcr pray oome aud'gct« 

4. Mr. P!ad writing to Colonel Merewether, on the 11th of June, says 
What will you think has become of me when you, up till now, have not received 
a smgle line from me ? I hope that you will have heard the news of ,„v safe a,-rival I,m from 
Mr. Rassam long ago. I was very anxious to send immediately, hut it wus impossible • no 
way-all m rebellion against the King No safety all around us. To-momut , lerchm “ 
are going to Massowah with an escort of the King as far as Hag, and I hope that Z 
monger will get on with them. The King's soldiers are deserting in cver'v direction 
U 7l , le , has an ar ">y of 10,000 or more soldiers, chiefly gunners. If it will go so 
well with him a month or two more he will reach a certain point advantageous to tte- 
British Government. His last deeds were plundering Dombea Oagusa, and part of 
Begemeder, and to slaughter, in about a fortnight, 1,000,000* of cows and oxen, \7one 
was allowed to keep a cow, even for milk; thousand, of people were executed in one 
week in our neighbourhood; the wives and children, even, of some soldiers who had run 
away were not spared. We are living in constant fear of death, and in scarcity 01 IbTf 
water, and wood ; a small hut, which even gives us not a good protection against the 
rains, is ouralL J he articles of Mr. Rassam 1 brought with me are still here. The 1 000 

w ;‘7r' re '7| be l0 ' e ' ", 0t '. et P “‘ d by HlS ? Ia -* ea, y- No communication between this’and 
Magdala. There are about ten servants of the European prisoners here, and no road for 
them to return to their masters 1 believe Abyssinia never was so bad it is at present 

to? 7"‘ g ° Ur : ! ffa,r ’, tbe Kln K , d -cs not say much, hut he is grieved that Ik- did not get 
the artisans and machinery. To Mr. Maldemer and companions he once said ; ' Hid you 

• Sic in orig 
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hear the private message Mr. Flad had for me from Her Majesty the Queen of England ? 
Rut now, if they don't come and fight for Mr. Rassarn, I shall defy them and despise every 
white man.’ On the 8th instant Isherry arrived ; he was plundered three hours from here. 
Your letters are left at Derite, where they have to remain until His Majesty sends for 
them. On the 9th, when he saw me, he said, * Though the English are too proud to 
send me workmen, God has given ine, in Mr. Waldenier and Saalcnuller, workmen who 
can do every work for me; hut 1 tell you if they don’t come now and fight for their 
Mr. Rassani I shall keep him and force them to give me what I want from them. I have 
Mr. Rassam in my hands; what shall I fear? I have them in my hands.* To me he said, 
1 1 know vou did not come back in the fire for my sake, but for your wife’s and children's 
sake, to die with them; still I will not be angry with you. because you have brought me 
an answer ’ To this 1 said, it was true I came back because I love my wife and children, 
but at the same time I had confidence in him, that he would not be angry with me for 
having brought him an answer from Her Majesty the Queen. Regarding Her Majesty’s 
Government, I -aid that they had no intention of war if they can settle this affair in peace, 
and that the artisans and machinery arc waiting for his order at Massowah according to 
Her Majesty’s letter; and it would Ik? a pity if those clever men and useful machines would 
not come to your Majesty’s Court. To this he said. * Well, we must see the letter; if we 
car) get it, perhaps we can get them all.* As far as I can judge, the King does not want 
arti/ans ; what should he want with them before he governs his country again ? According 
to the Abyssinian prophecy, he will again conquer Abyssinia, and have a happy reign of 
twenty years. Whether His Majesty will send an answer to Her Majesty’s letter and to 
yours, is very doubtful. As far as I can judge, a political change must take place this 
rainy season." 

On the 9th of July Mr. Flad writes to Mr. Rassam as follows.— 

“ The country people all around us ore in rebellion against His Majesty, on which 
nccount the road is made unsufe. Yours and Captain C ameron’s messengers arrived here 
naked, being deprived of their clothing and the mules by the peasants. All of us enjoy 
good health. His Majesty, though vexed fearfully by his soldiers and rebellious Begemeder 
population, has been hitherto very kind to every one of us. Though His Majesty, 
in the last six weeks, has killed above 3,000 men, soldiers and peasants, they are still so 
obstinate that they yet will not obey his orders, hut prefer rather to die than to pay to 
His Majesty the tribute he asks them to pay. His Majesty kindly gave us a place below 
the new church in the hedge, in order that we may not be disturbed or insulted at night 
by thieves or rebels who surround us. His Majesty supplies us with cows and sheep, so 
we have plenty to eat. His Majesty made some angry expressions about the English 
Government, because they did send the instruments, machinery, and machines only as far 
as Massowah. and not directly to IIis Majesty’s Court, as his wish was. His Majesty is at 
present at Madracha ; he has taken Messrs. Waldenier and Snalmuller with him. A large 
mortar, called Sebastopol, is in work. They are hard at work. No road between here and 
Massowah for a long time." 

On the 11th oi July Mr. Flad tells Mr. Rassam that u the King is expected back 
to-day; we have already plenty of rain (’ay and night; fearful thunderstorms." 

5. J a w r 't'ng to M. Munzinger on the 7th May, Mr. Flad says:— 

“The general opinion is, that the King will put all European* to death as soon as 
English troops land. This is possible, but I doubt it much. It would, I think, be well, 
nay, even necessary, that the Government, when making a Proclamation, should say 
nothing of i's intention to punish the King. Any hostile wording would make him lose 
whatever occult hopes he may entertain, and would only lead him on to vengeance. Have 
nothing to do with the rebels before you are in the country itself. State in the Proclama¬ 
tion that you are coming to fight against the King, in order to force him to surrender the 
prisoners. It is certain that the King conceals very well-calculated ends by his obstinacy. 
As long p* the Government does not treat with tlie rebels, the prisoners have nothing to 
fear. M. Bardel is in high favour, and is always at the camp. A letter of mine to my 
wife was intercepted on the road, and given to him to translate. In doing this he concealed 
everything which might have caused injury. We are all living in tents. Gaffat is deserted. 
We nave rain daily.” 

On the 28th of May Mr. Flad writes ns follows to M. Munzinger:— 

“Every day fresh desertions: it is said that during the last three days 1,200 men 
have left the King. Mr. Mority has been in chains for a week; the cause is unknown. 
We aw strictly guarded, and surrounded hv soldiers." 

On the 2nd of July Mr. Flad writes :— 

"The King has about 8,000 soldiers. All the country round is in a state of 
rebellion.” 


On the 9th he continues;— 

long Silence: we are in perpetual fear oftirVCT' 0 " the csum of my 
has had 4,000 person, put to death soldi"!,. K, "K durmg the last «x weeks 
cutting their thmats like P |>casts, or shooting thenf l/Th! ' C '!,' er bun ' in S them, or 
to be tortured, oishonoured. and starved in ,',i i 7 cauac< * wo, nen and children 
tnore about the telescope, 

Still here. Essller, Schiller, aud Makcer are nn .lv T !' * R ““ m * ™"S» are 

King had five of their servants executed for havin’, Q, “ ch ■» times. The 

Sions are very expensive here-rtrecor four ' u ^ Wcto. Provi- 

is making great ravages in the camp Mr Kolw i M * for one thaler. &c. Dysentery 

his recovery. Our existence here is' very misembTc^wi'th diffi T* 8 "’"" °’ f 

common necessaries of life." ^ raWc * with difficulty we procure the 

Everything hetT^S^ 8 "fT? ,le8er,era («>' d M to be executed 

further than one mT^.hout „„ escort Thtfcf ^ N ,? ° ne « P™"cd 

indifferent. It appears he is not iik«i v t • 11 u ^ treats me well, but is cold aud 

English nation, which does not like Jr, w juJL me whai fwirt? “ * h#V# the 

« The camn°rK Ctt M ° ' 2 * nd , July contai “ 8 following 

himM-lt w! Tllt y th ,trong ^ ThC Ki "« " ° bli = ed tu 5“ o»t 

otherwise they would 'he c u 7 to collect 'wood, 

platform has been erected at the top of the hill fa I n ^2$® 18 strongly fenced. A 
absence of the King, the pe^nU attack t he *** ** ^ wh * n > »«* the 

the King, inclosed in hi* own fence. He Inis cons C i'ratafl fc h| 0pe,,n# x™ . in a near 

near it a large house for his prisoners. He his but ^ IE h T ’ “ T ldin * 

starved peasants, who follow him on tho ni„ n i. • soldiers, hut a great number of 
murder one another to rob wW e dering expeditions. On the road they 

even kill one anot^^ •*» ^plunder. &u5 

King to Antracho, to build rafts anil fif thn 1 le ,^ uro P cani ,mve gone with the 

attempt to decamp in their C’s SaZ rtST* °“ the °! thc if they 

in May, returned. The King gave them neither “dSh!JITT/ 8 ’ been Pandered 

to the King, was very sick. These accounts differ m-i-nthT 1 * °h ' 1 *“ °' tho '“longer 
Bardel has never been chained* is siill in r ^ , - v ^ rom t * 10 supposed messenger's, 
messenger will make up a Tie ’to p l e his mn'i * *° C0Unt 7 where any servant or 
truth. Fancy, we do not know at thflrci nt W ,l *? ( * ultc ,m P 0S8, ’ bIe to know the 
excommunicated the King or not' i Lv C1 „ uT ,H thcr b( | me months ago the Bishop 
place a few miles from here? Send m\ ZZ *«now anything certain of what takes 
the King whatever for the present Tf hc c^T Thcrc » 110 of 

messenger can be instructed to do a’way with them should^^” h W " W,de ’ and tl,e 

send his respectful compliments." ° U d th,s ba PP® n * Samuel begs to 

to bav/'rome^onie^lmJago^frorn “hJ^n^ ° De ° f | tlu j[ ,r 1 ,soners : ‘he same who ia said 
mountain people made .uT a fusa aiJut h’ ‘ Me bron f5 h ‘ 1 news, but the 
message he brought waa, • I LvekiUedtJJl'fJ ^ •'. I,0 f L ' SCC P‘ ical tl,an •»«. The 
my faithful subjects of Agoumedar have kill, l' 1 ° 8t ' izt ^ -> our llm'S* #< Oondur, and 
attack them.' Moth facta were known !lv ,^ ! '“T , nU " , l ber of cetrc-U who came to 
of Kassa Zoualon, who, with 200 of hi« tfin n ? ,, at ! no, * ,m K to do with the killing 

Agomnedar people defended thrircounfcv by treachery in Dembea. The 

love for the Kiug, but simply because tbevfiiJr ""l hcel 0 ' /“ dla Zoualon, not out of 
could show more the great weakness of the Kin"' nT """ Nothing 

about nothing at all. 'Ibaze h^s settled the y' 7 “ d b '. 8 ' n ° n<J ? , than fu “ made 

Has Manay being acknowledged Governor bv tlicm^JShTs” tbe son of 

Lasta for the winter* so much for u; i '• • *!?’ '.iobdz# is said to have returned to 
to quarrel here.” f ° r lnfluence * Chiefs and petty Chiefs begin 

from Bogos which tarced me to^tutn^^h^vhl- I,' 'f Al, ? U8t ~“ 1 receivcd news 

17th to the 20th of August. The schooner ‘Fdnnv Tu th ‘ # (' ,as8<Jwah) from the 
27th; she will sail temorrew mornTng at Li aT ^ ^ T™* of the 

some money, but unfortunately the last messencM.1 w) ^ 'mH ngam send Mr. Rassam 
commodity encounteied the greatest difficultfdn ThT 8tar J ?tll ^ th | »°®e of this valnabie 
remain for a season in'1W. During mv absent road * and have been obliged to 

"* J "" - —* 
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not having discovered any means of expediting messengers, writes to me rid Magdala ; his 
last date is 11th of July. I inclose a few extracts.” 

8 . The last mail from Bombay, which arrived here on the morning of the 4th instant, 
brought me instructions from Colonel Merewetber to have as many camels as are procur¬ 
able collected in as short a time as possible. I sent for Mr. Hassan Ali, the Government 
Contractor in the Public Works Department, the same afternoon, and gave him orders on 
this subject; the following day he sent agents in all directions into the interior, and over 
to the opposite coast of Africa, for the purpose of collecting all the camels they could. 
Colonel Mercwether also sent me an immediate letter for M. Munzinger, the Acting British 
Consul at Mussowah, requesting him to procure all available carriage. A native boat 
was engaged in *he afternoon, and started early on the morning of the 5th with Colonel 
Merewether’g letters, some newspapers and letters for the captives, and a letter from 
myself to M. Munzinger, asking him to forward any intelligence there might be by the 
same boat. The nacoda exacts to make the voyage there and back in seven or eight 
days. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. B. ABBOTT. 

P.S., September 12, 1887.— Letters have been received from your Lordship to 
Colonel Merewether's address; these await Colonel Mercwether’s return from Bombay. 
Colonel Mercwether is expected to arrive here about the 18th or 20th of this month. 

H. B. A. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 049. 

Dr. Mane to Colonel Merewether. 

My dear Colonel, Magdala, July 18, 1867. 

YOU will have seen by the two small notes inclosed in mv two last letters, what the 
King's two great rivals proved to undertake. I was not wrong when I took it to be 
simply boasting. From the first nothing more has been heard; the second sent another 
messenger, who told the Bishop, on the part of his master, “ You know that we cannot 
take forts, so it would be useless for me to come; but give me your blessing, and I will go 
and attack my blood enemy.” The required blessing was duly given, but though a fort¬ 
night ago, this would-be hero still remains in the Yedjon’s country. Some say that he is 
acknowledged by them, and has appointed the son of Has Marie (brother of Ras Aali) as 
Governor of the province ; whilst others report that a large section of the population still 
in arms resist his authority, and have called upon the Queen of the Gallas to render them 
assistance. 

It is generally reported that she has gone in that direction, but whether for peace or 
war is doubtful, though Gallas seldom fight far from their own country; and probably as 
the rival Queen is to be befriended by Shoa. she will endeavour to form an alliance with 
Gohuzi. Whatever may be bis position in Yedjon, acknowledged or not, he will far less 
attack the King than this mountain ; the fallen and humble lion is, even r n his weakness, 
much more dreaded than all the arnbas of Abyssinia put together. Gobazi is rising, the 
King is falling ; the first knows well that the King can no more march aiminht him, and 
must before very long retire here or run to the low country, so Gobazi quietly awaits until, 
by mere necessity, the whole of the Amharn must recognize him. His messages to the 
Bishop are the natural consequences of his birth, all Abyssinmns being story-tellers and 
boasters, and the greater the man the more he indulges in such freaks. That Gobazi is 
morally no better, quite as treacherous as the King, a fact that happened a few days ago 
clearly proves. You remember Kasadiloo, the Yedjon chief about whom l wrote to you 
some time ago; he went to the Wakshum. was well received and told to remain as a friend 
ami guest, but a few' days ago he was seized by his order and put in chains—a simple 
measure of precaution. This is not the man into whose hands I would like to fall. 
Before long we would find that we have simply exchanged gaolers ; with him or with the 
King, only one thing will succeed. Should any false hopes lull into imaginary expecta¬ 
tions, and the proposed steps be j»ostp<>ned, not only ourselves will have reason to lament the 
change, but more so Government, who alter renewed negotiations will have some day to 
send troops into this country to liberate or avenge; but of evil good comes. I believe we 
might out of the Wakshum reap great advantages. This is what 1 nj^an: the King though 
fallen very low, though surrounded by large bodies of rebels on all adesj though he cannot 
communicate any more with this fortress, still can come here whenever he likes, and I fear 
will; although as 1 have formerly stated, he must lose, by that move, the greater part of 
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his remaining army. His staying at Debra Tabor or coming here materially influences 
our positions: our lives would be saved on the one hand; probably lost ou\he other 
Moreover, for an army it would simplify matters exceedingly. In every respect it is m 
important to keep him from entering Magdala before the arrival of the fo^Tthat any 
reasonable plan ought to be tried to obtain that end. What I would suggest is this • in ‘a 

Sh W oul7r h W ! ^ ; ■ and r U u he 15th ° r 20th Se P r * mhCT ™ cross them, 
should Gobazi be induced to come here by that date (he is onlv three days’ distance) and 

fhonldf ,rT d th f H mba T ' f h V~ '*- vin e to then the King will not raim • 
thoujrh the bravest, he is too weak to venture to attack him, as verv few indeed would 

M^dala” Th en th h * uT u , they knew that GobMi wa8 between the lWhiloo and 
Magdala. The amba would doubtless surrender, but should it hold out until the arrival 

known t'hS’o*'''' 01 " 1 * 10 PeHfe<* «fety and probably well treated, when it would lie 
„ ! countrymen are marching to deliver us. Should you approve of this plan, 

have I S " nP K fea8 ' ble ‘ tS eWUlb " WOuld <>«er1.0 difficulty ; VOU Jouhl 

have otdy to despatch at once a trusty messenger to Goliazi. who would be in tile present 

political condition ol the country only too happy to act according to your wishes. ,!' he is 
made aware that troops are in readiness, aud arrrive what may, in October they will land 
mn J, ,e re, ‘"! r 7 nu,ther * un8 nor anything of the kind ; he need not attempt to take the 
Twav he 18 , preSenCe * he np 'Shbourhood, it will he sufficient to keep 

', rom whut ,,ur K ullrd< «>y. that he would not be 
a fortnight below before the soldiers would 0 |>en the gates, however opposed the Chiefs 

diem^ves might be to such a step Even should Wakshum Gobazi not comply with your 
request (a point on which I have however not the slightest doubt) communications* are 
with him“ B * mtem,p,ed * h8t the Kin * could not Pn“ihly hear of your corresponding 

J be 8lwa y 8 san piine, put the utmost credence in the first message of Gobazi, 

risl, h™«» r dS H n * d k m l de a pUn to 0peo our chain8 supply u» with arms ; it was 
Ld’lWmsT’ u° Ud h c t,0me R ? mt ‘ onc is rertam to betray the others in order to 

^l & r.7nly t f:rfe y irtheiHivt ,POt “ and the ^ «» —- 

I No ,\ hat fT er » on, y ru U‘o»»r8 more or less worthy of credence. The King is said 
to have buried his big guns, and afterwards to have murdered the labourers, so that they 
shou d not reveal the spot, kalra Goolon, the Karnante rebel of Tchelga. is said to have 
invaded Koura, the King’s native land. Demhca people are said to huve sent a deputation 
obazi, requesting him to protect them. The King proclaimed that in future all those 

man woman T\ M h" ° U d Z'*"** ( “° t,UUg new > ; n,adc a 8ortie and butchered every 
man, woman, and child he caught. * 

ih Da ! ,0 “ te P®?R| e wiI J ha , vc anything to do with the Wakshum, because they 
sa\ the locust always follows in his wake. If we up hrre know nothing, how is it that they 
are so wise and well informed at Bekes Burn, and such other similar place* 1 * 

1 have just heard that the Queen of the Gallas has agreed to pay tribute to Gobazi • 
he is to have Dalan ta, the Queen Dahoute. he is not to enter the Gal la country unless 
called upon by the Queen m defence of her country. This make* him very stnL : he 
cannot have less, with his Galla allies, ihan 50,000 men, of whom 3,000 are armed with 
muskets, but the whole host would scatter like chaff before the first shell 

Believe roe, &c. 

(Signed) H. BLANC. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 949. 

Dr. Mane to Lieutenant-Colonel Mercwether. 

Myd r H S. C SL 0nel ’ ( . , , Uugdala, July 19, 186T. 

, .. , , f i A ^ L ,r 8 M 8P ° ken J Samue , 1 ahoU ' • Tour a8,<i "K Gobaze to here; lie is quite 
delighted at the idea, and says, “ If Colonel Merewt ther does it, you arc all safe I 

myself thought of It and told Gobaze’s servant, when hc can.e here, to tell his master to 
make friends with the English, that they only wanted their people and cared not for the 
amba and Us treasures ; but Gobaze will not believe what an Abyssinian te'ls him it is 
very differen tf it come, from your people.” He say. that it vou ag.ee to the idea no 
tune ought to be lost. The letter should be written in this strain. Theodoras has 
imprisoned our people; after the rainy season Queen Victoria’s soldiers will be sent to 
lhe j ’ if ‘desire to be great in your country, through our friendship, go to 
Dalanta and remain there till we come. We know that you have not the mean, of taking 






786 


ambits, for us it is easy; all we require of you is that you will not allow Theodoras to 
enter MtgdaU before our arrival. Samuel says that the King is afraid of Gobazi and will 
not come if he is here. At the same time, should it come to nothing, and the King be 
here when the troops land, you must come single-handed, because, if in alliance with 
his blood enemy, he knows he has no pity to expect from him, and, in his despair, 
will proceed to extremities. Should the above succeed, we would not be so unlucky 


after all. 


1 have. See. 

(Signed) H. BLANC. 


No. 950. 

Acting Consul-General Keade to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 3.) 

(No. 33.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , September 23, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to state, with reference to Mr. Under-Secretary Murray’s 
despatch No. 19 of the 29th of August,* that Colonel Clark Kennedy arrived here with his 
staff on the 12th instant, and immediately placed himself in communication with this 
Agency and Consulate-General. 

Before that officers arrival 1 had already put matters in training with a view to 
secure, as far as this Government is concerned, all the objects of his Mission; and 1 have 
since assisted him in obtaining suitable accommodation for the whole of his staff, for the 
mules, baggage, and commissariat stores, as well as in making all the arrangements 
neces-ary for the transport of the mules to Suez. The Viceroy has very liberally given 
over to our use some admirably appointed barracks adjoining the Tabarrv Palace and in 
the immediate vicinity of the railway station and the wharf or jetty of the fnirt on which 
the mules will be landed. At Suez, where house, stable or store accommodation is at all 
times very limited, and at the present moment not to be met with, the local Governor 
has, by his Highness’s orders, ceded to us a convenient camping ground for the mules 
and a spacious walled inclosure for the Commissariat stores No Custom-house duty 
will be levied upon either the mules or baggage and other equipments, and the railway 
charge is very liberally reduced from the ordinary fare ot 2/. per head to 160 current 
piastres, or about 18*. 

In fact every facility which it was possible for this Government to accord, under the 
circumstances, boa been cheerfully given. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


No. 951. 

Mi*. Egerton to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 3, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 27th of August last,t 1 am directed by Lord 
Stanley to transmit to you herewith a copy of a despatch from the British Acting Agent 
and Consul-General in Egypt,! reporting the arrival in that country of Colonel Clark 
Kennedy with his Staff, and the facilities granted by the Egyptian Government for the 
transit through Egypt of mules for the use of the projected expedition to Abyssinia; and 
1 am to request that in laying the inclosed paper before Secretary Sir J. Pakington, you 
will inform him that Lord Stanley purposes instructing Mr. Rcade to express to the 
Egyptian Government the cordial thanks of that of Her Majesty lor granting the facilities 
in question. 

I am, Sec. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


• No. 77S. 
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No. 952. 

Lard Stanley to Acting Consul-General Reade. 

(No. 24. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 4, 1867. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 33 of the 23rd ultimo,* which should have been 
included in your Consular series, reporting the arrival in Egypt of Colouel Clark Kennedy 
and other officers, as well as the arrangements made by the Egyptian Government for 
facilitating the transit through Egypt of mules collected for the use of the projected 
Abyssinian expedition; and I have to instruct you to convey the cordial thanks of Her 
Majesty's Government to that of the Viceroy for the facilities thus afforded by them. 

I am, Sec. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 953. 

Mr. Barron to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 4.) 

(No. 43.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, September 23, 1867. 

I HAV'E the honour to inclose a copy of the note which 1 have addressed to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, requesting, in compliance with the instructions conveyed in 
your Lordship’s No. 15 of the 22nd August,t that the Porte would instruct the Ottoman 
authorities in Arabia to give their utmost assistance to the officers sent to procure beast* 
of burden for the use of Her Majesty’s army in the East. 

A copy of His Highness* reply notifying the dispatch of the necessary orders to the 
Imperial authorities of Bagdad, the Hedjaz and Yemen, is also inclosed. 

1 transmitted, on the 9th instant, to Her Majesty s Acting Consul-General in Egypt 
the two Vizi rial letters addressed accordingly to the Governors of Hedjaz and Yemen, 
with a request that he would forward the same, by whatever he might deem the best 
channel, to their destination. 

Several officers have already arrived here and in other parts of Turkey situated on 
the Mediterranean Sea. for the above purpose. Thev require only 1,500 mules in the 
Levant ports, but the prices asked are so exorbitant that they have as yet renounced 
making any purchases. I think it right to inform your lordship that the prices asked here 
are double those which are being |«id at Bagdad. Her Majesty** Consul-General there 
reports on the 18th September that 335 mules and ** yaboua ** (pack-horses) have been 
already purchased, at an average price of II/. steriing, and that 3.000 are probably 
obtainable (1 believe he means in excess of the number required by the Indian Govern¬ 
ment), “ imported mainly, if not entirely, from Persia by end of December. The Persian 
authorities now aiding us.” 

Even at the same cost price, the transport of these animals from Bussorah to Massowah 
in one voyage must be far less costly than the two sea-voyages and the railway through 
Egypt necessary to convey them from Constantinople to Massowah. 

The only real question, therelore, would seem to be whether a sufficient supply can 
be found at a short notice in Turkish Arabia, in the Persian Gulf, and on the Red Sea. 
My ow n opinion is that it can, and that purchases made there can be delivered at Massowah 
at half the cost of those shipped from hence. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) H. P. T. BARRON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 953. 

Mr. Barron to Fuad Pasha. 

Sir, Constantinople , September 1, 1867. 

THE Government of Bombay have sent officers to Arabia, with a view to procure 
beasts of burden for the use of Her Majesty's army in the East. 

I have now the honour, in obedience to orders from Her Majesty’s Government, to 
request through your Highness that the Sublime Porte will instruct the Ottoman authori¬ 
ties in Arabia to give their utmost assistance to the officers in questioo. 

! may add, that it is of great importance that this assistance should at once be 

• No. 950. f No. 761. 
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rendered, as the animal* are required for an expedition to Abyssinia, in order to effect the 
release of the prisoner* detained in captivity by King Theodore. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) H. P. T. BARRON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 953. 

Fuad Pasha to Mr. Barron. 

M. le Charg€ d’Affaires, Sublime Porte, le 14 Septembre , 1867. 

EN rdponse 4 la note que vous avez bicn voulu m'adresaer le ler courant, j’ai 
Thoimeur de vous informer que la Sublime Porte s’est empress^, conformement au d&ir 
du Cabinet de St. James, de transrnettre les ordrea n^cessaires aux autorites Implrialet de 
Bagdad, du Hddjaz, et de Ylmen pour qu’elles aient 4 prater toutes les facilites voulues 
aux officicrs cnvoy£s dans oes pays par le Gouvernement de Sa Majesty la Reine pour 
l'aehat de betes de somme destinies au corps expeditionnaire se rendant en Abyssinie. 

Agrdez, See. 

(Signtf) FUAD. 


No. 954. 

Mr. Barron to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 4.) 

(No. 44.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , September 23, 1867. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No. 14 of the 22nd August,* and to my 
No. 30 of the 3rd instant,t on the subject of telegraphic communication being allowed to be 
established between Suez and Bombay by the Syrian coast line, I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship copies of my application on the subject to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, and of his Highness’ answer. 

From the latter your Lordship will perceive that the Porte assents to the request of 
Her Majesty’s Government, and that measures will l»e taken to insure the prompt trans¬ 
mission of messages by Syria and Bagdad. At the same Fuad Pasha apprizes me that the 
administration cannot guarantee a rapid and perfectly regular communication by those 
lines. 

1 have, kc. 

(Signed) H. P. T. BARRON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 95-1. 

Mr. Barron to Fuad Pasha. 

Sir, Constantinople , September 1, 1867. 

WITH reference to my note of this date, relative to the expedition which Her 
Majesty's Government arc about to send to Abyssinia, I have the honour to state to 
your Highness that it would be of great inqiortance that they should be able to establish a 
rapid communication between Suez and Bombay. They have been informed that this may 
be effected if permission be given by the Ottoman Government to allow telegraphic 
messages to jniss along the Syrian coast line vi4 Bagdad. 

In obedience to Lord Stanley's instructions, I have uow the honour to request, 
through your Highness, that the Sublime Porte will grant this permission. 

1 have, &c 

(Signed) H. P. T. BARRON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 954. 

Fuad Pasha to Mr. Barron. 

M. le Charg6 d’Affaires, Constantinople, le 14 Septembre, 1867. 

EN rdponse 4 la note que vous avez bien voulu m'adresser le 1 Septembre, j’ai 
l'honneur de vous informer que la Sublime Porte adhere 4 ce que les dlpgches deposes 

* No. 7 60 . t ^ 7. 
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par les autorit& Anglaises 4 Suez et destinies 4 Bombay traversent, conformement au d&ir 
du Gouvernement de Sa Majesty Britannique, les lignes Ottomanes de Syrie pour parvenir 
4 leur destination par la voie de Bagdad. Tout en vous assurant done que les mesures 
n&essaires serout prises pour la promptc transmission de cette correspondance, je crois 
devoir vous informer que lad ministration Imp^riale des t£l£graphes ne saurait garantir unc 
communication rapid© et tout 4 fait regulidre par ces lignes, attendu qu'elles prdsentent 
parfois des irregularites dues aux intemperies du climat, auxquellea elle cherche actuelle- 
ment 4 rein tidier autant que possible, raais qui ne pourruient pas disparattre cnti&rcment 
avant quelque temps. 

En vous priant, M. le Charge d’Affaires, de vouloir bien porter ce qui pr4c4de 4 la 
connaissance du Gouvernement de Sa Majestd Britannique, je saisis, Sic. 

(Signd) FUAD. 


No. 955, 

Captain Johnson to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 4.) 

My Lord, Florence, September 30, 1867. 

BEING informed that some question exists as to the best kind of baggage animal 
and pack-saddle for the Abyssinian expedition, nnd having gained muc h experience on 
those subjects during my long service as the Queen's messenger, when travelling on 
horseback with despatches in the East, I venture to submit to your Lordship the 
aocomjwmying Memorandum, which, if it l>e deemed worthy of notice, I shall be ready 
at any time to lay, in all its details, before the War Department, at your command. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CECIL JOHNSON. 


lnclosure in No. 955. 

Memorandum by Cuplain Johnson. 

IN all part* of Servia, Bosnia, Bulgaria, and in Turkey, where camel* cannot 
safely be employed, on account of the innumerable stumps of small trees in the tmeks 
through the forests, which would lame them, every kind of merchandise is transported 
on the backs of ponies. 

These caravans are managed by one man, “ kuragee," to about every ten ponies. 

The weight carried by each pony is usually 100 okes, equal to about 250 English 
pounds. Travelling by jw>st (frequently at a gallop) the weight is limited to seventy 
okes. 

The pack-saddles arc made of bars of ash, bent when green to a proper shape by 
tire. They are very strong. I never knew one break, though I have frequently seen 
the ponies killed on the spot by a fall at a gallop. 

The same pack-saddles are used when travelling at speed with post-horses, or at a 
walk with “kuragee" horses. 

The price of such a pony, sound, and in good condition, from six to eight years old, 
and accustomed to carry a pack, used to lie from 10/. to 12/. sterling. 

The newly-opened railway from Vania to Roustcbouk now carries much of the 
merchandise which was formerly transported by “ kurageestherefore, these ponies 
have probably fallen in price, which might safely l>e averaged at 111. 

A pack-saddle, with its pad complete, could hardly cost more than 21 .; therefore, 
the baggage animal equipped ready for a campaign should not cost more than 13/. 
sterling. 

These pack-saddles are made to fit over the lower part of the pony's neck, above 
the withers, and extend backwards to the hips. The girths arc made of hemp, and the 
load is fastened to the pack-saddle with ropes. There is not a strap, buckle, or particle 
of leather about them. 

The pack-saddle is very light; it fits on to a pad which is separate from the saddle; 
the pressure is equally divided along the animal’s hack, nnd the pad is never taken off 
after work until the animal's back is cold. The pony is then cleaned, the pod is 
replaced on its back, and remains there always. The r esult is, that sore hacks to either 
post or “ kuragee ” horses are unknown in Turkey. 

By a simple plan of operation, which I can easily explain, any person acquainted 
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with the language, geography, and customs of the countries, could obtain selected 
animals fit for immediate work, which could be driven to Constantinople with their 
pack-saddles on their hacks (each animal earning its own forage for the journey and 
voyage), embarked there, and landed at Alexandria, at the rate of 200 a week, as soon 
as the system of supply has been properly established. 

1 have written this Memorandum on the supposition that the transport animals 
already purchased or ordered Mould be required to accompany the army on its march. 

It is obviously quite impossible that an army can take the field with stores for a 
campaign. 1 assume that then* woidd be an organize system of supply to the army 
kept up from the coast, which (by means of relays on the road, at such distances as the 
nature of the country and supply of water would suggest) should he continuous, the 
horses travelling by night and day, and returning with sick or wounded men. 

For this purpose the “ kuragees ” of Bulgaria should bo engaged as drivers. These 
people are robust in constitution, accustomed to exposure by (Lay and night; they are 
honest, peaceful, brave, very submissive, obedient, and sober. I liave no doubt* they 
could be engaged for the campaign, and, if engaged, should bo allowed the sole and 
entire management of the horses. 

(Signed) CECIL JOHNSON. 

Florence, September 30, 1867. 


No. 956. 

Consul Grant to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 4.) 

(No. 24.) 

My Lord, Brindisi, September 24, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s telegraphic 
message of 23rd instant, authorizing me to give the guarantee necessary to enable the 
Commissary*General to negotiate bills on Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) IIENItY GRANT. 


No. 957. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Merivale .• 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 4, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you to be laid before Sir Stafford 
Northcote the accompanying copies of a despatch and of its inclosures, from Her Majesty's 
Charge d’Affaires at Constantinople,! on the subject of the purchase of animals for the 
Abyssinian expedition. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGKRTON. 
P.S.—Copies of these papers have also been sent to the War Office. 

E. C. E. 


No. 958. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 4, 1867. 

WITH reference to Mr. Hammond’s letter of the 11th ultimo, I am directed by Lord 
Stauley to transmit to you, to he laid before Secretary Sir Stafford Northcote, the accom¬ 
panying copies of a despatch, and its inclosures, from Her Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at 
Constantinople % on the subject of the use of the Syrian coast line for the transmission of 
telegraphic messages from the British Government to Bombay* 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


# A similar letter was addressed to the W» Office, 
t N®. 953. ♦ No. 954. 
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No. 959. 

(No 632 ) Vr Fanf 10 Uri October 4.) 

My VTKvp . . . ... ., Paris, October 3. 1867. 

n.JJw , hon T to tran6mlt hcrow,th 10 7 »cr Lordship a despatch from Colonel 
Claremont, containing information respecting Abyssinia. ^ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN FANE. 


Inclosure in No. 959. 

Colonel Claremont to Mr. Fane. 

Ia * tv . . Paris, October 3, 1867. 

1IN tne year 1847, a work on Abyssinia was published by Messrs. Feret and Guliuier 

1 the FrenC “ Stoff C ° r l* • “’ey I J remained L yearn in the 

I air/howeveM ry i ntTt o’ge t' a “py^f'f ^ bUt 1 “ afraid * “ * P*t * 

uuartere.FteFw e°T C ° l ° neI ’ hap . peD * *° be we|] k "°"'> to me, and a, he is 

quartered in I am I | Ja te had a long conversation with him on the subject of his travels 

m a country which is now invested with so much interest. 

, . , He " id * that . h . e " as almost sorry that we were going to punish a people whom he 
had found so tractable and easy in its relations; and he expressed a fear lest the only result 
f the expedition should be a numerous accession of slaves for the Egyptians 

or end w:\Sl Itn to the ^r“ ,C8t WU 9ha " ‘° COntc “ d witli * “ “bj.ct 

He does not seem to make a doubt that an army of 10,000 men is amply sufficient to 
SeTwffit r^ble 1 ^ 1 thC in ' 1BbitantS Wi " inVarial "y re,ire » that 

i Ther V S •“? "■”«lar army to contend with ; and when he was there the warriors were 

thichteftt ' niatcbl 'f ks - Cavalry, they had none worthy of the name, only a few of 
the( IncfN being mounted on horses, and the rest on mules. 

, * 0 "* h ' he quite agrees, is the only point whence the table-land can be reached • 

A f° b0 ,'l . hreC ° i f ° Ur da} ' 8 ,a UgBe,J march t0 ^ t0 ■'> and 'he ascent is very laborious' 

J , er "! med ra . en co “ ld sto P a " winy; hut that part of the country is thinly 
p^° dby the Cbobos . "ho are Mussulmans, and who do not belong 11 Abyssinia 

„„„ 7 hc ,ab,c - |a " d . M Galinier says, is by no means unhealthy, on the condition that ono 

v “ ,luys which « i - ■*» o„ c l wo1°k: 

, mkcd about ", ood and wa, or, which hc says they found everywhere 
hut, Item.^ u,,on also a PI* car t° be abundant; the natives eat' it raw. There is no corn' 
ut plenty of barley, from which they make beer. They have a sort of seed called “ t/»f *• 
w.th which they make unleavened cake. They do not Ln, however?^ much more 

X »oonT^au^ e bVa W n“ ! <U ' d th ° flUeSti ° n " hetllCT thia 8t « k w ™' d not 

tn.irh Gam ?t l » Said p,entiful ’ P rinci P alI y hares, which, however, the natives never 

touch, and there must be some reason for it; for both M. Galinier and his comuanion 
having one day eaten some, were both ill in consequence. 

Roads there are none, and a wheel-carriage was never seen * the littlp • 

a-ss,” *“ “ x - 

5“ t- b 'e | and ° f the W is not it appears, very difficult to march through, until 
one gets to the Takasek an affluent of the Nile ; this runs through a deep ravine File side. 

ff : hlcb “» > arda in height, and quite precipitous. Oni h n lnt rs tl e 

Sa nen, winch leads to Gondar and this M. Galinier says w ill offer as many obstacles to he 
advance of an army as a march over the Alps or the Pyrenees. 

,n a j* the sum of the information I gathered ; hut I stron-lv 

recommend the perusal of the book if it can be had, for although it is not a all written b . 
military point of view, yet it affords many useful hints. written in a 

I have. See. 

(Signed) E. S. CLAREMONT. 
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No. 960. 

Mr. Fane to Lord Stanley.—(Rereived October 4.) 

(No. 633.) 

My Lord, Paris , October 3, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a despatch from 
Colonel Claremont forwarding Messrs. F£ret and GalinieVs work on Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN FANE. 


Inclosure in No. 960. 

Colonel Claremont to Mr. Fane. 

Paris, October 3, 1867. 

WITH reference to my previous despatch of this day’s date, I beg to transmit 
herewith Messrs. F£ret and ualinier’s work on Abyssinia, which has just been sent me; 
there are three volumes and an atlas. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. S. CLAREMONT. 


No. 961. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 4, 1807. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, for the information of Her 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, copies of two despatches which have been 
addressed to Her Majesty's Minister at Paris by Colonel Claremont respecting 
Messrs. Ft'ret and Galinier’s Book on Abyssinia, and inclosing a com' of that work.* 

I nm to request that the book may ultimately be returned to this office. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 962. 

Baron Beckfriit to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 4.) 

My Lord, Londres , le 3 Octobre, 1867. 

UN jeunc savant Su6dois, M. le Docteur de Paykull, Professeur agreg 6 de 
Mincralogie et de Gdologie it I'Univermtdd*Upsal, et qui a public demterement unc relation 
do ses explorations scicntifiques (*c Pile d’lslande, laquelle a ete favorablement accueillie 
par les hoi nines cctnpc tents cn ces matters*, d&irerait vivement qu’il lui lut perm is, dans 
l* intdrftt dc la science, de suivre Vcxpddition projetde par le Gouvernement Bntannique en 
Abtssiuic. II a demande ct obtenu pour ce but une allocation du Gouvernement du Roi, 
qui verrait avee pluisir que son projet pftt sc r<5aliser, et qui s’en promet des r&ultats 
avantageux ; ct jc viens dc recevoir l’ordre de m'adresser it votre Excellence pour demander 
si Ic Gouvernement de Sa Majestd Britanniquc voudrait bien donner la j>crn»ission requise 
et accorder it ce savant leg facility? qui pourraient lui devenir nfoessaircs et utiles. M. le 
Comte Mandcrstroin aynnt vu dans les joumaux que des savants Francois viennent de 
recevoir unc parcille autorisation, se (latte (jue la deuiande <jue j’ai reyu Ford re de faire 
trouvera un accucil non moins favorable, et il eapfere que, si tel vtait le cas, M. de Paykull 
pour nut obteuir passage sur un des bib intents de la Marine Royale Britanniquc pour sc 
rendre sur les lieux, ou nu moins it Alcxandrie. Si la permission deinandee cst accord<?e, 
j’ose votn prior, my Lord, de me faire savoir aussitfit que possible qunnd M. de Paykull 
devrait ctre rendu Londres, afin de pouvoir faire pr£alablement ses prt*paratifs d*un 
voyage qui, sans doute, exige des dispositions toutes sp&ialcs en uccord avec lc climat et 
les particularity du pays qu’il d&irerait visiter. Il semit indispensable qu’il puisse passer 
it Londres an moins une quinzaine dc jours avant dc se jnettre cn route. 

En sollicitant 1’intcrvention bteiiveillantc dc votre Excellence afin d'obtcnir Vassenti- 

• Indufturrs in Nos. 958 ami 9S.-. 
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ment et le concours du Gouvernement de Sa Majeste Britanniquc pour cettc entropriso, & 
aquelle le Gouvernement du Roi porte un intent special, je profite, 4c. 

(Sign6) GAVE. BECKFRUS. 


Minute. 


Delivered to me personally, October 3. 
Office. 


I informed him that it rested with the India 

S. 


No. 903. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 4, 1867. 

I AM directed by I^ord Stanley to transmit to you, for the consideration of the 
Secretary of State for India in Council, a copy of a letter from the Swedish Chnrgd 
d’Affaires at this Court * requesting that a young Swedish Professor of Mineralogy and 
Geology may be allowed to accompany the British expedition to Abyssinia, and that if 
this proposal can be entertained, a passage may be given to him on board one of Her 
Majesty’s vessels, and that he may receive due notice of the date upon which ho ought to 
arrive in London. 

I am to request that you will take Sir Stafford Northcotc’s opinion as to the answer 
which should be returned to this application. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 964. 


Major-General Pean to Mr. Egerton. —( Received October 4.) 


Si**, India Office, October 4, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, relating to the wish of the Netherlands Govern¬ 
ment that an officer of the Netherlands army should be allowed to accompany the expe¬ 
dition to Abyssinia; and with reference to the last paragraph, stating that no reply has 
been received to two letters of the 17th and 20th ultimo,! respecting similar applications 
from Italian officers, I have to acquaint you that they were answered by me on the 28th 
and 25th of September, respectively. 

2. The former of these two letters from the Foreign Office gave cover to a letter from 
the Italian Minister at this Court, expressing the wish of his Government that two officers 
of the Italian army might be allowed to join the staff of Sir Robert Nonier; and you were 
informed in reply that on learning the names of the officers they should be communicated 
to Sir Robert Napier, but that it was very desirable that the officers should understand 
that their personal services would probably not be required, and that owing to the 
character of the country in which the force might be engaged their equipment should be as 
light as possible. 

3. 1 am directed to state that, on learning the name of the officer of the Netherlands 
army selected by his Government, Sir Stafford Northcotc will communicate it to Sir Robert 
Napier, who, he has no doubt, will show hint every attention in his power; but 1 nm to 
request that a communication may be made to the Netherlands Chargd d’Affaires in this 
case, similar to that which was desired in reference to the wish of the Italian Government, 
with regard to the position in which the officer will be placed and the character of the 
country, &c. 



I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. FEARS. 
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No. 965. 


Lord Clinton to Mr. Hammond.—{Received October 4.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Indin Office, October 4, 1867. 

I AM directed to inform you, for the information of Lord Stanley, that copies of the 
following papers were sent by yesterday’s mail to the Governor of Bombay:— 

letter from Lord Stanley to Sir Stafford Northcote, dated September 19, 1867, 
relative to the instructions to be given to Sir Robert Napier, Commander-in-chief of the 
Abyssinian expedition; 

Letter from Mr. Hammond to the Under-Secretary of State, India Office, dated 
September 30, inclosing confidential information respecting Abyssinia, derived from a 
resident; and, 

Extract letter from Dr. Davis to Sir S. Northcote, containing suggestions relative to 
the purchase of mules for the expedition. 

! am, &c. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 


Inclosure in No. 965. 

Dr. Davie to Sir S. Northcote. 

(Extract.) September 24, 1867. 

LEARNING from the public Press that the expedition for the liberation of the 
British captives will shortly land on the Abyssinian coast, I embrace this opportunity and 
take the liberty of informing Her Majesty’s Government that at Rohaita and Tajourra, 
near the Island of Perim, excellent mules and cattle can be procured in great abundance 
and at most moderate prices. I have seen splendid mules sold at 10 dollars each ; and 
myself and companions purchased a magnificent buffalo cow for a bag of rice, the cost of 
which was only 11 francs. 


No. 966. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Mereuether to Mr. Murray.—(Received October 5.) 

My dear Mr. Murray, Poonah, September 3, 1867. 

YOUR note of the 29th of July was sent on by last mail to me from Aden; and at 
the same time I received the Parliamentary papers, for which many thanks. They are 
very full, and come most opportunely, enabling me to show them to Mr. Fitzgerald, with 
whom 1 am now staying. 

The Abyssinian business is now going on most proj>crly. Mr. Fitzgerald is working 
it admirably, and pushing matters on most rapidly. 1 am to leave this on the lOth instant 
with a small party to reconnoitre, and to fix the best |>oint for landing. This will, 1 think, 
be in Annesley Bay or Homakil Bay, but am not quite sure. Mule carriage is being 
rapidly bought up, and 1 hoj>e to get plenty of camels besides at Aden and on the borders 
of Abyssinia. The difficulty about carriage limits the force. A very large one was 
proposed at first, but this has, 1 think, been reduceed somewhat to only sufficient to allow 
of about 6,000 thoroughly-equipped men be ng launched into Abyssinia Pro|>er, with 
communications to the coast properly preserved. Mr. Fitzgerald hopes to start the 
1st Brigade—a strong one—ou the 1st of November; the rest to tollow as soon as 
possible. 

Even with the greatest exertion, all will not be landed and ready to advance before 
the year is nearly out. However, that will give us ample time to polish off Theodores, if 
still alive, and be hack before the next rains; if not, we must stay the rains in Abyssinian 
Highlands. 

From the last reports the Tigre rebel, Wakshum Gobazie, seems inclined to make a 
stroke for the Empire; if he does, and captures Magdala, Theodores’ fate will be sealed. 
The captives will be quite safe iu Waksbum's hands; but this should not prevent the 
expedition going for a minute. It is necessary to show these barbarians what can be done 
and the power we have. 

1 am very glad Sir Robert Napier has been given the charge of the expedition ; he 
will do it well. What part 1 shall play, if any, in it, is unknown yet: all l want is, to see 
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the expedition carried out and completely successful, and will gladly aid in any wav I can 
towards that very desirable object. 

1 don’t think there is any use trying to work through Bardel. He will sell us, the 
King, and the prisoners all round. Moreover, the last I heard of him was, that he was in 
disgrace, and imprisoned like the others; so he could not be of any use. 

Thanks for sending Mr. Egerton’s Memorandum all the same 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) \Y\ L. MEREWETHER. 

P.S. September 8.—The force is, I believe, at last settled, but not published to the 
worid. It will cons, st of between II.000 and 12,000 men altogether ; but I do not believe 
we shall be able to enter Abyssinia Proper with more than 6,000— that will be ample. 

1 he remainder will be at intermediate depots, and in reserve to give all available carriage 
to the advancing party. ’ ° 

W. L. M. - 


No. 967. 

(No 6 ) ^ Rumbold to Lord Stanley.—{Received October 5.) 

My Ixird, . , Berne, Octobers, 1867. 

d \ i A VT >een * smcc Sunday last, in communication with Mr. Acting Consul 
Reynolds at Geneva, on the subject of an Abyssinian, a native of Gondar, who was reported 
to be at present m this country. Although not putting much faith in the first report that 
reached me on the subject, I at once telegraphed to Mr. Reynolds to make active 
inquiries as to the origin and nationality of this individual. Mr. Reynolds telegraphs to 
me this morning that he has “found the Abyssinian, who speaks French and Italian well, 
Kngli^h and German passably, and has no objection to return his country.” He adds, that 
the man wil come up to Berne on Monday-next to sec rue, if I will pay his expenses. I 
expect full details from Mr Reynolds by the post; but I have thought it right to report at 
once to your Lordship on the subject; and I venture to request vour Lordship’s instruc¬ 
tions in the case ol this individual turning out-upon the thorough examination to which, 
with the assistance of an eminent Orientalist here, I hope to be able to subject him—to bo 
that which he represents himself to be. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HORACE RUMBOLD. 


No. 968. 

Major-General Sir E. Lurjard to Mr. Egerton.—{Received October 5.) 

Sir ’ i a xi j- . i i c . t War Office, October 4, 1807- 

directed by Secretary Sir John Pakington to acquaint you, for the information 
oi l-ord . tan ley that Assistant Commissary-General Bailey, C.B., is about to proceed to 
Marseilles lor the purpose of superintending the fitting up of certain ships which have 
been hired at that port for the conveyance of mules from Spain to Alexandria for the 
Abyssinian expedition; and I am to request that you will move Lord Stanley to favour 
Sir John lakington with a letter of recommendation for this officer to Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Marseilles with a view to every facility being afforded to Assistant Commissary- 
( eneral Bailey in the execution of his duty. 3 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD LUGARD. 


No. 969. 

Mr. Murray to Consul Mark. 

(Separate.) 

Sir ’ T T,,o, .. Foreign Office, October 5, 1867. 

I olb letter will be presented to you by Mr. Assistant Commissary-General Bailey, C B 
who has been ordered by the Secretary of State for War to proceed to Marseilles for the 
purpose of superintending the fitting up of certain ships which have been hired at that 






port for the conveyance from Spain to Alexandria of mules purchased for the use of the 
projected expedition to Abyssinia; and 1 am directed by Lord Stanley to instruct you to 
afford to this officer all the assistance in your power in furtherance of the objects of Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 970. 

Mr. Murray to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 5, 1667. 

IN compliance with the request made'by Secretary Sir John Pakington in your 
letter of the 4th instant, I am directed bv Lord Stanley to transmit to you, under flying 
seal, a letter of introduction to Her Majesty's Consul at Marseilles for Mr. Acting 
Commissary-General Bailey, C.B., who is about to proceed to Marseilles for the purpose 
of superintending the fitting of ships for the conveyance of mules to Egypt for the use of 
the Abyssinian expedition. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 971. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 5, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before 
Sir Stafford North cote, with reference to the projected expedition to Abyssinia, a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Charge' d’Affaires at Berne relative to a native of that country now 
resident in Switzerland. 

The inclosed paper being sent in original, 1 am to request that it may be returned to 
this office together with your reply to this letter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 972. 

Mr. Werry to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 7.) 

(Separate.) 

My Lord, ^ Tunis, September 27, 1867. 

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that on the 21st infant 1 received a 
telegraphic despatch from Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for War, wishing to 
be informed what number of mules could be delivered in six or seven weeks, and at what 
prices; to which I forwarded a reply under the same day’s date. 

I beg leave, most respectfully, to annex herewith a copy of my despatch to Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for War, under the 24th of this month, confirming mv telegraphic 
reply of the 21st, and informing him of the steps 1 had taken respecting the purchase of 
mules required for the Abyssinian expedition, pursuant to your Lordship’s instructions of 
the 2nd of September; and that, owing to the notice I had*given thereon to mule-holders 
and vendors, a considerable number of animals have already been collected, and are awaiting 
the officers who are to effect purchases. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. H. S. WERRY. 
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Inclosure in No. 972. 

. Vice-Connl Werry to Sir J. Pakington. 

Sir, 

I HAVE had the honour to receive, on the 9l*t 24, 1867. 

the previous day’s date, respecting rnul« f !*♦ tde » ra I >h,c <fe9|»tch of 

Sa Jjky I forwarded 

permission for 100 mules with a nromi** tr! ,k l U ? u ' ni *neut granted a 

the exigencies of the country pennit of it d ^ “ further < l uttutit >' 

officers who are to arrive to make puixha^TL | „f. “"J 1 ? 18 “ rea(lin “* •* 

X- 1 to 

choleiat^hU >'° U "fl owi "« to th « -—k* of 

all arrivals from infected D la«. iKn i h« imposed fourteen day, 1 quarantine on 
clean hills of SSSStaSh'T"* 1 ' With 

to the same quarantine fixed by the Tunisian Hoard of Health! ** ,UbjeC ‘ ' ho,e 8m,als 

I have, Ike. 

_ (Signed) P. H. S. WERRY. 


No. 973. 

Major-General Sir E. Lugard to Mr. Egerton.-(Rece,ved October 7 ) 

8ir, 

Foreieo AffiLrS aCHU8mt VOU ' for th " ' u(1 '""atK.n of the Secretarv ,7stMe for 

Vice-Consul at*Santundei\ it'f*7 \ ^ 

the mode of earning them thatthe cstribution of the loads, and 

with those which have been adopted in ti.p » t 111 l e88e ntial detail*, identical 
about to proceed to Abvssinia • and that tiw« ! >Un } U * ,loun tain train equipment 

combine the advantages presented bv the e JJ ul,,, ? J £ nt ,u ‘ s ,>een specially designed to 
acknowledged to appcXn cm w„h those which are 

and of Her Majesty^ dependencies c ^>pntents ol other European Powers 

.Ur«£sr riJi.silf'sa xss> - »■».«-»- 

herewith returned, as requested. ’ ’ 1 accompanying documents, are 

I have, &c. 

_ (Signed) EDWARD LUGARD. 


No. 974. 

Major-General Sir P. Lugard to Mr. Hammond.-(Received October 7.) 
Sir, 

N * 914 * f No. 92G. 
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Lord Stanley's information, that a sufficient number of mules has been purchased for 
the present, but that if any further number should be required the offer shall not be lost 
sight of. 

I have, Ac. , 

(Signed; EDWARD LUGARD. 


No. 975. 

Af. Fosselaert to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 8.) 

Legation de Belgique, 50, Green Street, Grotvenor Square, 
M . v Lord, t lei Octobre, 1867. 

MON Gouvemement verrait avec piaisir que des officiers intelligent* et instruits de 
rarm& Beige pusBent £tre autoris^s & faire partie de I’exp&lition Anglaise en Abyssinie. 

Jc vicns en consequence prior votre Seigncurie d’avoir la bont£ de me faire connaitre 
si le Gouvernement de Sa Majesty Britannique serait disjiosi* k accorder une semblable 
automation, et, dans laffirmative, quel sera le norubrc des officiers admis, quelles 
conditions Icur seront imposes, et si ces officiers recevront aide et protection pendant la 
campagnc. 

Je saisis, Ac. 

(Sign£) BARTHOLEYNS DE FOSSELAERT. 


No. 970. 

Acting Consul-General Reade to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 8, 10 15 p.m.) 


C^vSnV „ . r. Cair °> Oet0hn 7 ' 186? . P.M. 

VltbKUY offers to send Envoy to Abyssinia, and counsel King Theodore to release 
captives. He wishes, however, to know if, on liberation of captives, hostilities would 
cease. 


No. 977. 

Lord Clinton to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 8.) 

mon priMTow * « . t . 8ecret Department, October 7, 1867. 

... LURU CLINTON presents his compliments to Mr. Hammond, and would feel 
obliged by Ins issuing instructions in his Department that all correspondence on subjects 
which are treated confidentially by the India Office should be marked “Confidential ” on 
the envelopes. This more particularly applies to letters connected with the Abyssinian 
expedition. 


No. 978. 

Mr. Soutter to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 8.) 

My , • I7 » Grea * Dover Street, Southwark, October 5, 1867. 

INA1 UKAL anxiety alone impels me to again address you, feeling mv information of 
yssinian mules, Ac., will be worthy of your notice; and should you condescend to give 
me an interview, will promptly attend upon your Lordship. 

• t A J ® mercha ? 1 * nd » h ip owner, I entered the port of Massowah, in one of mv vessels, 
about 400 tons, the largest that had ever anchored there, was commanded bv a Captain 
Moxey, a 4 ‘ naval" gentleman. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) SAMUEL SOUTER. 
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Minutes. 

Acknowledge. I suppo« you have no wish to give him an interview. 


Refer him to India Office. 



No. 979. 

Poncrl and Megrinofto Lord Stanley.-(Received October 8.) 

Excellence, 

LES Soussign&, nrfgociants et industries nnt . Ginh *' 0ctober ,867 * 

leur mdiquer les conditions morales et nartieidiArJ . n CUr d ®. T ous P ner de vouloir bien 
Anglais se dispose a fa,re foAbm l delude?,, ' C 
. adresser pour obtenir les renseignement.’ ndccasaires * ** Wpartement ila devront 

erde,*^^^ * d ’»“" ‘ 

tion du Gouvernement Anglais. ’ U8tr «els, en comptani de la protec* 

7, Rue Guillaume Tell, Geneve. Noussommes, Ac 

7. Rue de Laueanne. it GMte. ^ ^ B.^MEOIUNOFF.^ 


Minutes. 

Query: Acknowledge, and civilly decline ? g c K 


India Office. 


S. 


No. 980. 

Major-General Sir B. Lugard to Mr. Bgerton.-(Received October 9 ) 

Sir, 

m J *, %, 

I have, Ac. 

_(S'P 1 ®*) EDWARD LUGARD. 


No. 981. 

Major-Oenera, Sir E. Lugard to Mr. Eg„ton.- ( Received October 9.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed bv Secretary 9i- ink™ d i • * ^ ar October 9, 1867 

letter of the 3rd instant* and inciosure. froufthe Bri^Vrt^A 11 * "““I? ° f y ° Ur 
General in Egypt, reporting the arrival of rv? , , -, Actmg Agent and Consul- 

fecihties granted by the Egyptian Govern °/if C *** Kenned y and Btaff, and the 
for the Abyssinian expedition and otherwise. ° f 10 t^ans,t, tbrou S h %ypt, of the mules 

Sir John^’i^’s^u^LTu ZdT'* * ^ of 

10 “ la Eordslwp* proposal to instruct Mr Reade to 
* No. 951. 















express to the Egyptian Government the cordial thanks of that of Her Majesty for 
granting the assistance thus afforded. 

I have, Ac. 

/Signed) EDWARD LUGARD. 


No. 982. 

Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley. —( Received October 10.) 

My Lord, ^ Bekesbourne, October 9, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Murray’s letter of the 27th 
of August,* and to express tny thanks for your Lordship’s promise that the letter which I 
took the liberty of addressing to you on the 20th of that month shall be printed in the 
next collection of papers respecting Abyssinia to be laid before Parliament. 

Though I cannot but believe that in my said letter I have sufficiently proved the 
falsehood of Mr. Kassam’s accusation against me. I have, nevertheless, felt myself bound 
to show the real cause of the failure of that gentleman’s mission with all its calamitous 
consequences, in order that it may be clearly seen where the blame really lies of having 
occasioned the costly and precarious warlike operations which are now being undertaken 
by Her Majesty’s Government. 

The tacts elucidatory of a subject so materially affecting the honour and the interests 
of the British nation are set forth by me in a letter dated the 7th instant, which appeared 
in the ’ Morning Herald ” newspaper of yesterday, a copy of which letter I now beg leave 
to lay before your Lordship:— 


u The Cause of the Abyssinian War. 

“ To the Editor. 

" A* lb® British taxpayer is deeply interested in learning the truth as to the origin of 
the present costly war with the Emperor of Abyssinia, I avail myself of the columns of 
your widely circulating journal to give publicity to some important facts connected with 
the subject, which 1 believe to be not generally known. 

“In August 1864, Mr. Rassam was made the hearer of a letter from Her Majesty 
the Queen to the Emperor 1 heodoro. which letter he delivered to that Monarch in person 
on January 2*, i860. In n despatch to Her Majesty’* Government, dated the 22nd or 
23rd of March following, Mr Hassam reported his favourable reception, and gave a 
narrative of ev« uts from his arrival at the Emperor’s Court almost down to the imprison¬ 
ment of himself and the other members of the Mission, together with the former 
captives wln> had been liberated in compliance with Her Majesty’s request. 

I h\» most important document is not printed umong the papers laid before 
I arluuii' tg. But an abstract of it, made bv Colonel Merewether for the use of the 
Government of Bombay, apjwared in the 'Times of India’of July 21, 1866, was thence 
copied in England into the ‘Jewish Intelligence’ of October 1st following, and has since 
hern Printed, with a running comment, in iny work ‘The British Captives in Abyssinia ’ 
Could it have been foreaocu that Her Majesty’s Envov, with the liberated captives, would 
he detained and imprisoned, this abstract assuredly would never have seen the light; 
Mr. Rassam’s narrative being manifestly adapted lor an anticipated triumph rather Than 
for the lamentable failure which has ensued. 

According to that narrali\e, the Emperor, shortly after the receipt of the Queen s 
letter, sent orders to Mngdula for the liberation of the captives, and wrote to Her Majesty 
a most respectful and friendly letter. In so doing he must be understood to have 
condoned all previous offences, whether on the part of the British Government or of any 
individuals; and his subsequent change of conduct has, therefore, to be attributed to 
Mirue fresh grievance, real or imaginary. For it cannot be believed that he would have 
been so senseless as to quarrel again with England aluic&t immediately without some 
ostensible reason. 

“ A translation of the Emperor’s answer is printed in page 35 of the Abyssinian 
Blue Book ; hut the Queen’s letter is not given, although Hei Majesty’s subsequent letter 
of October 4, 1866, is printed in page 77. 
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“From the absence of a copy of the Queen’s first letter, it cannot be *aid what was its 
precise tenor. Still, it is certain that it was not limited to the simple demand lor the 
liberation of Her Majesty’s Consul and his companions in captivity, but contained some 
offer and held out some promises for the future. Indeed, traces of this are perceptible in 
the Emperor’s letter to Mr. Rassam of March 14, 1866 fBlue Book, page 114), wherein 
he states, ‘ In the letter which my friend the Queen sent it is thus said: “ We have sent 
to you. Mr. Rassam .... Consult with him concerning what you require of ns, 
and he will do it for you.” ’ And,again, Mr. Flad, in his Report to the Kail of Clarendon, 
of July 10, 1866 (6lue Book, page 39', puts into the Emperor’s mouth the following 
words with reference to the Queen :—She says, in her letter, everything I wish Mr. Rassam 
will do for you. 

“ It is true that on the former passage Mr. Rassam makes this curious note: I do 
not know how this passage has crept into the translation. It was deemed inexpedient to 
discuss the matter.’ And on the latter pas.-age Mr. Flad makes the not less remarkable 
observation, ‘There was one sentence in Her Majesty’s letter which was just the 
contrary to its meaning translated.* 

“When the Queen’s letter is laid before Parliament it will be seen what Her 
Majesty really did soy. Meanwhile it is clear, from the statement of Mr. Walderueier, the 
Chief of Bishop Gohat’s lay missionaries (otherw ise the Emperor’s European workmen), 
dated Murch 20, I860, anil published in the ‘Record’ of 11th July following, that an 
arrangement of some kind was proposed and agreed to, for he says—‘ It is possible, as 
Mr. Rassam tells me, that, in consequence of some Treaty between England and 
Abyssinia, there may be more liberty for Europeans to come to Abyssinia and leave it 
again at pleasure.* 

“ From the whole tenor of the Emperor Theodore’s conduct from the very outset, it 
is certain that he had nothing more at heart than an alliance with England, and the Treaty 
thus entered into with Mr. Rassam would naturally have seemed to him the realization of 
his fondest wishes. What then could have given him a more painful shock tliun to learn 
that the British Government did not desire an alliance with Inin ; and to lie told this on 
no less an authority than that of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs \ 

“In order to explain this, it is necessary to go back to what occurred in the latter 
half of the year 1865, several months before Mr. Rassam reached the Emperor’s Court. 

“ In July of that year, when nearly a twelvemonth had dupsed, nnd Mr. Rnssain had 
not proceeded further than Massowah with Her Majesty’s letter, Earl Russell decided on 
recalling that gentleman and sending out Mr. Palgravc in his stead. The latter was 
already in Egypt and on the very eve of proceeding up the Nile to Abyssinia when 
Mr. Rassam suddenly made his appearance at Suez on September 5, 1865, and telegraphed 
to Colonel Stanton that Consul Cameron had been released, which news Colonel Stunton 
instantly repeated to the Foreign Office. On the same day, however, Mr. Rassam 
addressed a letter to Earl Russell, contradicting the intelligence which had been communi¬ 
cated by telegraph. 

“Air. Russam’s said letter has not been laid before Parliament, but a portion of its 
contents is given by Earl Russell in his despatch to Colonel Stanton, dated October 5, 1865, 
which is printed among the papers respecting Abyssinia, laid before Parliament just before 
the close of the session 1866. 

“ Though the contents of Mr. Rassam’s letter have not been made public, it cannot 
be doubted that in it the certain prospect was held out of the speedy release of 
Consul Cameron and the other captives; and as Her Majesty’s Government uppear at that 
time to have determined on abandoning Abyssinia os soon as ever Mr. Rassam und the 
others should have left the country, Earl Russell thought fit to write to Colonel Stunton 
his memorable despatch of October 5, 1865, wherein he declared that, * considering the 
short tenure of power in the Abyssinian Kings, whatever be their title, the difficulty of 
reaching with a regular British force their scats of Empire, and the little value of a victory 
gained at Gondar and Shoa, the risk of failure, and the certainty of exj>ense, it had seemed 
to the British Government a preferable course to withdraw, as much os possible, from 
Abyssinian engagements, Abyssinian alliances, and British interference in Abyssinia.* 

“ Unhappily his Lordship did not content himself with merely laying this down as a 
rule for the guidance of Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, or at most 
with authorizing him to make the contents of his despatch known to the Government of 
that country, deferring its publication until such time as Mr. Rassam and the captives 
should be known to be safely out of the power of the Abyssinian Monarch. On the contrary, 
for some reason which is onlv to be guessed at, this despatch was published in the * London 
f73] ‘ 9 8 
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Gazette ’ of October 31, 1865, whence, on the following morning, it was copied into all 
the daily newspapers and from these in turn translated into several of the continental 
journals, especially those of France. 

“ T he fatal nature of this step is evidenced by the following statement of Mr. Flad, in 
his letter to the Earl of C larendon of July 10, 1806 (Blue Book, page 41) 

I must sav the Government, as well as the different societies like that who sent 
out Dr. Beke, acted very imprudently since our captivity began. If some of those letters 
and despatches would he sent by one of our enemies to King Theodore, they would be 
enough to provoke h.s indignation in such a way that he would kill in one dav, not only 
those who have English blood in their veins, but every one who is from the European 
race. * 

, ‘‘ An ? in a foot-note he prominently instances this identical missive of October 5 

1%.>, saying, • For example, the despatch of Lord Russell to the Political Agent and 
Consul funeral in Eirvpt. 

“ As both Earl Russel! and Mr. Lnyard have repeatedly deprecated in Parliament in 
the strongest terms, the expression of anything at all likely to give offence to the Emperor 
I hcodore, and to endanger the success of Mr. Rassam's mission, if not even the lives of 
the captives, this glaring inconsistency is quite unaccountable, except upon the supposition 
of its having been confidently anticipated that ere the knowledge of this inauspicious 
document could possibly reach Abvssmia. Mr. Rossam would have obtained the liberation 
of the captives, and have succeeded in altogether leaving the country with them If this 
was really the calculation of the authorities of the Foreign Office, they were woefully 
mistaken, as I now proceed to show. 3 3 

"A few days after my arrival at Massowah, in January 1866, I was informed bv 
. . . Iiinzingei, he I rcnch X ice-Consul there, who had recently been placed by Colonel 
Merc"ether in charge of the British Consulate likewise, that a French newspaper, containing 
a translation of Lord Russell s despatch, had been received in Massovvah a short time 
\ lously ; and having himself read it, he expressed ‘ the opinion that, if a knowledge of 
tin contents of that despatch should reach the Emperor Theodore, he would assuredly 
regard it as an absolute withdrawal of friendship on the part of England, if not as a decla¬ 
ration of hostilities, and mi j»t, consequently, he expected to treat British subjects within 
his dominions rs prisoners of war.’ J 

The foregoing passage is copied verbatim from page 2-10 of my work, already cited 
wheic it is further stated that ‘ when I was at Massowah, there were several persons there 
quite willing ami able to forward the French translation of Earl Russell’s despatch into 
Abyssinia, and M. Ilardel was there to read it to the Emperor, making such comments 
on It US he might think best-suited to inflame his mind against the British Government 
and everybody dependent on or connected with them.* 

‘‘At that time I did not name any of the persons thus alluded to, neither did I 
mention what I now copy from my diary, written on the spot, namely, that M. Munzinger 
said he did not at all believe that any one had thought it worth while to repeat^to 
I hcodore anything that had appeared in the newspapers.* Still he expressed his derided 
opinion that if a knowledge of the contents of that despatch should reaob the Emperor 
then the result would he as 1 have just stated. 

‘ I must confess that 1 was, and still am, at a loss to understand M. Munzn-er's 
avowed belief that * no one would think it worth while/seeing that lie must be well 
acquainted, as every one is who knows Massowah, with the character of Padre Del Monte 
lus own intimate tnend ami agent during his frequent absences from Massowah, who is the 
person I had specially in my mind when I noted down what is written above, and respecting 
whom C olonel Merewether has thus expressed himself in his letter to Lord Stanlev of 

n omT'VM? I 8 R 7 ( T 1 ! 0Ok ’ l ’J ge 'y,: ' n,n,H Deli/o^ Ld 

a copy of Url Russe ls despatch to Colonel Stanton. This Delamonte corresponds I 

know, with Bardel and most probably communicated the essence of that despatch which 
wits used by Bardel to promote his views.’ ^ * 

a( l d ®i hat a W of the King was at Massowah at the end of 
April nnd beginning of May l86f>, and visited the Roman Catholic (French) mission anil 
saw IX! Monte there; and he would seem to imply that it was through the instrumentality 
o ii» spy that the contents of Earl Russell’s despatch were comtnunicated to Bardel It 

>no!ith/prcvi'oirslj\ *° ‘ le,,,onstrat " " lat !t bad from Massowah several 

-When M. Munzinger told me on January 24, 1866, that he had read that 
despatch m a trench newspaper, I was anxious to see it, and requested him to ask Padre 
M tu knd il "*« to tcad; but though ha sent me several pt,^French pa^" 
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... 

^dre Del Monte should not have let me sea it with the othe C ° ncclvab,e "“on why 
been in h.s possession, whilst it was urgent that he Should r ews P n P°” ,f >> had still 
iY'/ifl* a er)uarnted with it, in order to foil \f r Kashm ir °" no t "" e 1,1 •™ k mg 
that he had already sent it off into the interior AssSS he c0,lrll ' ,l <Hl 

had ahen two months to reach Massowah (which is mnf/rl 7n tbe case ’ and tb «< >t 
was lost in forwarding it to M. Ilardel (which under h ' an su *cient), that no time 

hat rt took six weeks to read, £Z 

begmn.ng of January 1866, for the date of i, i \ * { ave ™* e '- w ‘‘ have the 

ensuing month February, for that of its arrival at Ze«y ' a ' Ul the middlc of the 

January 28, 18CC, an/as that 1^11.^11^™^°“''' 1, th ° Qu, ' c,, ’ s le,,c1 ' °*> 
no ground whatever for imagining him noit tohavc^n"n^ U ‘i p “.» ibl )-<>™ire. there is 
penod, in his friendly reception of Her Ma estvN Fnv. v “"cere, at that early 

him, and in his liberation of the captives J a nd delivery of th* conduct generally towards 

..."Xfi!! 

O. ..her, I,:.', <^uH*, ^“"I* -■%«,*!. in 

sa cfirs r ,;;s 

indeed, it were not absolutely repudiated aThavilT'k would beoo "' c “ <b “<l letter, if 

for some other plausible reason ? Hence his determforn'inoT 1 ^ d I vi ! b . ou ‘ ““Uiority, or 
not quit the country till -me 'guarantee Tad IW 

smeeniy of England, and hence the arrest art. SS# £ 

tnade'by MrTZn^Z “ °<™es tally. In a , lote 

that gentleman says that at the 11111 ° March 23 (Blue Book naize 1I6t 

determmed that we should all depart IheMm^And «V ‘f V,D « 1 Ab X“ i “», «n.l it was 

* ,r . Ransam, that ns soon as certain presents should he ' ufte !‘ N ' ar<!ls t,u * Emperor wrote 
}ourselves in readiness to start (for Euronel hv tb ‘umpletcd, ‘ I wish you to hold 

“Of course, this was not at a 1^ ‘ b « Power of God ■ (Blue Hook page 11 ?) 
treachery; for Mr. Flad reports to the Tar ’of ri dt ' c< ' it "gainst sippoMd 

month before we had received the King's m ler to Sr/Tw ‘ U ° I' a - e 37 > that ‘, 
the King intended to keep Mr. Rassam nod Vl7 .’ , , ' t 'r ortcd hv the natives that 

• kassa ” (ransom) Mtisfactioi. from the Queen of F, iTT . pr, S ners ' in “wler to get a 
one month before March 2.3 would hr' February 23 • « l.?l i ?°T’ , .' e,,mrkf,bl y enough, 
tnd, we have been brought to the middle of r Ur calculating from the other 

'toLtZTZZ™'?: 8nd U iS yeUo 0 com a e n<i ' hU8 “ ,hc 

“ I am, Ac. 

(8i s n ^ “Cuxar.Es Bess." 

ImeTto theT „f77th AuT/stTlst ‘t‘V'* eVi<!un0C 

the'^l* 'lauuary/i^dc/and'rrached'Koreta’onTs^MarebT * b . eCaa P^*" a »'left Massuw'ah 

pro.f.m i,suiStt|Tio"dlmion ioTlio^ alrelo? 1 !^ ^ ‘ V "^ (,r ,ueh fil.tlw 

whatever to do with Mr. Rassam's 7' had noth,;" 

patron Mr Layard, as well as by his bTXrdn faw Mr iLS ?* "‘7° b >' bi "> ‘""I hi! 
me. At the same time, these fits suggest an all sr.rtsT; ,, ® d « er -. t0 »«nbute the blame to 
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request you to allow the present letter to he likewise printed in the next collection of 
papers re lating to Abyssinia that may be laid before Parliament. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 983. 

Lord Clinton to Mr. Hammonds—(Received October 10.) 

(Confidential.) . „ 

gj r> India Office. October 10, 1867. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 18th September/ in compliance with the request 
contained, in which Lord Stanley was pleased to recommend the Rev. Dr. Krapf to the 
good office* of the Consul-General in Egypt, I am now directed by Sir S. Northcote to 
request that the same good offices may be extended to Dr. Krapfs colleagues, Mr. Henry 
Dufton and the Rev. M. Hausinann. 

Mr. Dufton, I am to add, purposes to leave for Massowah by the first Italian steamer 
from Brindisi, and Dr. Krapf and M. Ilausmunu will leave Stuttgardt on the 14th 
instant. 

Copies of the correspondence connected with the engagement of these gentlemen, 
and of the credentials furnished them, will hereafter be transmitted for Lx>rd Stanley s 
information. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 


No. 984. 

Lord Stanley to Acting Consul-General lleadc. 

(No. 25.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 10, 1867. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 19th ultimo/ instructing you to take steps to 
facilitate the journey of Dr. Krapf, who is about to proceed to Massowah as interpreter 
to the Abyssinian expedition, I am directed by Lord Stanley to inform you that his Lord- 
ship sent to you this day a telegraphic despatch in the following words :— 

“Do all you can to facilitate journey to Massowuh of Mr. Henry Dufton and Rev. 
M. Hausinann,* who are about to proceed thither to join Abyssinian expedition with 
Dr. Krapf.” 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


(No. 8.) 
Sir, 


No. 985. 

Mr Egerton to Consul Smallwood. 

Foreign Office , October 10, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to state to you that his Lordship communicated with 
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for War relative to the offer made to you by a resident 
at Bnstia to supply mules for the use of the projected expedition to Abyssinia; and I am 
to inform you that a sufficient number of mules has been purchased for the present, but 
that if any further number should be required the offer shall not be lost sight of. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C, EGERTON. 


No. 986. 


Mr. Egerton to Lord Clinton. 

Foreign Office, October 10, 1867. 


(Confidential.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith, to be laid l>efore the 
of State for India in Council, a letter from Messrs. Megrinoff and Poncel/ 


Secretary 


• No. 882. 


f No. 8&>. 


X No. 9:8. 
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merchants at Genoa, requesting to be allowed . , 

*ma, where they purpj founding comrneLal esfobChnlenti'.^^ CXpCditi ° n to Ab J" 

I am, &c. 

_(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 987. 

(Confidential.) E ^‘ on to Lord Clinton. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to no* foreign Office, October 10, 1867. 
Northcote, a letter from Mr. Souttor statin* >' ou he " w ‘ ,h . lo be laid before Sir S. 
whteh he conceives will be of use to the projected Aby«in“n e^So” '° C ° mmUnica,e 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 988. 

(Confidential.) ^ B * erton lo Urd Clinton. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowled™ °^ re ' 0rtober 10, 1867. 

Confidential of the 10th instant, and to state t y “V r letter marked 

this day instructed the Acting British Consul-General in J e,) y » , tf,at hls Lordship has 
he can to facilitate the journey to AWwah of Mr K '£**'** to ^ 

1 am, &c. 

_ (Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 989. 

(No. 12.) Mr ’ E 9' rton t0 Consul Young. 

Sir, . 

LORI) STANLEY referred to the October 10, 1867. 

of the 21st ultimo, inclosing one from Mr Vice Consul °k War l y ° Ur de8 P alch No. 30 
mountain artillery; and I am nowdiVectJ/bvC T ft? Spanish 

examination of the drawing* submitted by Li^MtAU« h h P si° mtom that upon 

ments are substantially the same as those adomedT hil ^^ that the a «*nmge- 

cqu.pment to proceed to Abyssinia 1 th,S C0Untry tor the mountain triin 

1 an,, however, to instruct you to .hank Lieutenant March for his communication. 

1 am, &c. 

__ (Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 990. 

Lord Stanley to Acting Consul-General Reade. 

(Telegraphic.) 

THANK Viceroy for proposal to send an p n , ^reign Office, October 10, 1867. 
prisoners, which is approved bv Her Majesty’s r y *° K,ng Tr ht ‘° dore to advise release of 
further step, will be taken against the Kmg 5 G ° Vernmcnt ' ,f are released, no 


9 1 
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No. 991. 

__ Lord Stanley to Acting Consul-General Reade. 

(No. 27.) 

Sir ' t mvp • j . Foreign Office, October 10, 1867. 

1 HAVh received your telegram of the 7th instant* bv which voa inform me that an 
offer has been made by the Viceroy of Egypt to send a Mission to King Theodore with a 
view of counselling him to release the British subjects and others detained in captivity in 
A lyssima rather than to incur the danger of an attack upon his territory by British forces. 

1 have now to instruct you to offer to the Viceroy the best thank's of Her Majesty’s 
Government for the interest taken by His Highness in the prisoners, and you will state 
that Her Majesty s Government will gladly avail themselves of this opportunity of 
endeavouring to avert the necessity of a war, and will entertain the hope that the Viceroy’s 
Mission may lie successful. J 

You will, however, add that Her Majesty’s Government do not deem it prudent to 
relax in the least in their preparations for an invasion of Abyssinia, although you will 
assure His Highness that if the prisoners are released, and are safely sent out of the 
country, no further steps will be taken by Her Majesty’s Government against King 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 992. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Murray.—{Received October 11.) 

Slr ' , ... .. , . . , India Office, October 9, 1867. 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 5th instant.t and to request in reply that his thanks may be 
conveyed to the Charge d’Atfaires at Berne; and that he may be instructed to make 
further inquiries resjiectiug the person residing in Switzerland who is represented to be a 
native of Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 993. 


Major-General Pears to Mr. Hammond—(Received October 11.) 

SlF ’ T \ r «ii *i o - India October 10, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acquaint you that 
a copy *»f the letter and Memorandum from Captain Civil Johnson, which have been 
forwarded to this office by Lord Stanley’s Private Secretary, will be transmitted for the 
information of the Secretary of State for War, with reference to the question of 

exjHHlition 1501111 ' 8 lurk °‘ V au(l the neighbouring countries, for use in the Abyssinian 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 994. 

Mr. Sanderson to the Private Secretary of the Secretary of State for India. 

My dear Sir Foreign Office, October U, 1867. 

MU. ! l RDA\, who is a fnend or relation of Mr. Stern, one of the captives in 
Abyssinia ca led here to-day, and brought me the inclosed Abyssinian vocabulary 
lie said that he had liad some little difficulty in obtaining copfes, but that he lnrf 






• No. 976. 


f No. 971. 
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Society for Promoting 

on 4ou Purda - ,housht ,h * *—*» bo T£, , acrordingly ^ it 

Yours truly, 

___._(8igned) T. H. SANDERSON. 


No. 995. 

Major.Ornrra, Pear. lo iVf . Ha mmo n d .- (Recfi „ ed 0r(o4 „ „ 

Sir, 

l AM directed by the Secrrtarv of e r October 11, 1867. 

rzx?* ..«■' -fa* 

I have, &e. 

_____ (Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 996. 

(No. 3.) Lord Stanl *y to Mr. Rumbold. 

Sir, 

Nn ' ^; FF ; R S, KI) to Her Majesty’s Secretary of f '® rr, ? n October 11, 1867. 

-'o. b of the 3rd instant • and I » * ■' ° ^ or India your despatch p„li»;/>.,i 

nont, ,„d t0 8tate to y ou tll '/ 1 i a n V e T Veyt ° • vou ,hc thanks of Her mS*. GW™' 

despatch No. 6 of the 3rd instant. 1 °" rcs,d,n S m Switzerland, mentioned in your 

I am, See. 

____(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 997. 

•Vr. RumboU to W Stanley.- (Rec ^ ved 0c ,„ irr „ 

(Telegraphic^ ' 

I SENT further details by this day’s post reenertZ'™' ° C ‘ oh ' r 1 '• 6 57 p «- 
6 • y I at respecting person mentioned in my 


No. 998. 

Major-General Pear, to Mr. Eger,on.^tUceia^ October 12) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State I r ^Office, October II, J867. 
IS®** °i ;l Ur ,et * er of dth instant respect^/H Ind ' a “ C ° Uncil 10 “knowledge the 

sa i- * t zfa; 

asaasssraaa« 

I have, tkc. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 

# 


* No. 967. 


t No 958. 


Si 
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No. 999. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 12, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowlege the receipt of your letter of the 9th 
instant, inclosing a copy of a letter published by you in the " Morning Herald ” newspaper, 
respecting Mr. Kassam's Mission to Abyssinia.* 

1 am to add that your letter will be printed in the next collection of papers respecting 
Abyssinia that may be laid by Lord Stanley before Parliament 

I am, Sic. 

.Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1000. 

Mr. Rumbold to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 13 ) 

.No. 9 ) 

My Lord Berne , October 10, 1867. 

W ITU reference to my despatch No. 0 of the 3rd instant,t I have the honour to submit 
to your Lordship the result of my examination of Michael Beschir, an Abyssinian who has 
been lately residing at Geneva. 

He is a native of the village of Limjur, near Lake Tzana, at no very great distance 
from Goudar. He states that he left his country in the year 1847, being then 1 2% years 
old, in a gang of slaves bound for Egypt. At Assuan lie was liberated by Count Revedini, 
a Venetian, who took him to Europe. A year later he was sent back to Egypt to be 
educated in a college at Alexandria, where he resided for upwards of two years. He has 
since lived in Europe, and is now 32 years of age. 

Dr. Sprenger, late Examiner of the College of Fort William, who is probably 
known to your Lordship as an eminent Orientalist, was good enough to assist me in my 
examination, und has addressed a letter to me on the subject, a copy of which 1 have the 
honour to inclose. 

# Although 1 have not been honoured by your Lordship’s instructions in answer to my 
previous despatch on this subject, I have thought it right to report the further steps I 
liave taken. 1 should add that the officers of the Camp destruction at Geneva, on whom 
Michael Bcschir has lately been attending, give him the very highest character. He certainly 
has singular qualifications for the post of interpreter, speaking Arabic, Italian, and French, 
and to some extent English and German. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HORACE RUMBOLD. 


Inclosurc in No. 1000. 

Dr. Sprenger to Mr. Rumbold. 

My dear Sir, IVabern, near Berne , October 9, 1867. 

MICHAEL BESCMIRm&de, in yesterday’s interview, in the whole a very favourable 
impression upon me. His open countenance, which is of the genuine Abyssinian type, 
and his frankness, rarely met in an Oriental, inspire confidence. His attainments in 
European languages you arc better able to appreciate than I. He speaks Arabic with 
considerable fluency, and might for this language serve as an interpreter; he does, however, 
not know to write this language. The result of your cross examination leaves no doubt 
that he was twelve years of age when he was carried away from his country; his knowledge 
of localities must therefore of necessity be very limited. As far as 1 could ascertain he 
has almost completely forgotten his native tongue ; and, though a Christian, he was 
neither able to repeat the Lord’s Prayer in Abyssinian nor to translate it from the Arabic 
into that language. Whether, if brought back to his native country he would at once 
recover the language of his childhood is a question which I cannot venture to answer. It 
appears to me he might be useful to an officer on detached duty. His appearance would 

* No. 982. f No. 967. 


I 


inspire his countrymen with confidence and I u 

th «® ’ and 1 tbmk he wou M make himself intelligible to 

Believe me. Sic. 

( S « ned ) A. SPRENGER. 


(No. 348.) 
My Lord, 


No. 1001. 

S ' r A BucHma ' t0 Urd Stanlv.~(R'^ red October 14.) 


My Lord. 

I HAVE the honour to forward a letter from r 1 Peter * bur 9 b > October 9. 1867. 
cover to a letter addressed by him to the mtW * AtUch ** giving 

a telegram directing him to make inquiries n hfiP f Stt ' etar . v ’ ,orse Guards, in reply to 
bat horses ,or the use of the A^iZ expedition ' ,Urch#8e ° f Co " 8ack h °™ *>« 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1001. 

Colonel Blane to Str A. Buchanan. 

Sir. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose for the infrtr, Pe . tersbur .October 7, 1867. 

addressed by me to the Military Secretary Horse GnZf* ■ I '° rd S,anlc . v - «W of a fetter 
directing „,e to make inquiries relative to a nrmlLw ^’i m “““I"'"" of a telegram 
horses for the purposes of the Abyssinian expedition. P ^ ° f Co88ack horses as bftt 

1 have, &c. 

_ (Signed) ROB. BLANE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 1001. 

Colonel Blane to Lieutenant-General Foreter. 

Sir, 

IN obedience to the instructions . • St% Pfterabt ^gb, October 7, 1867 

last the 5th instant. I sent at once to Her^rh-*?* 8 ^ reccivt ‘ l 00 Saturday 

h Conn? “h T 1,1 rominiinication with (IcmralPatanulf th ° & ‘ afr ' to rt ’ , i u «*t “'at 
whereby an immediate aifsae'r tnuhl'h,, h^ured'' “ ° DCC t0 Ucneral Pata P°ff at Rostoff, 
purport y“r "" re “' raJ ‘We morning, , .mmed.atelv telegraphed its 

(about Ilf.) had reference tfX ""foil 'S'Vmkj' ho^'wh 0 " tha | tt ,? e l >ricc roubles 
,hat 1 have ~ tu *»"■ 

cast horses of regiments would |irobably run from 6 to m ,he pu |5° w rt '|uired ; whereas 
hardy animals, accustomed to soldiers and; ’ ' to , .° > ears a '»l would he docile 

. From inquiries 1 have subseq^ntlv made i «£**•"«»»• of climate. ' 

seniceable. east horses of regiments might be purchased''"afatutV^ 

■ - - - 

(Signed) ROB. BLANE. 
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No. 1002 

Mr. Egerton to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 14, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you. for the information of Secretary 
Sir John Pakington, a copy of a letter addressed by Colonel Blanc. Military Attache to Her 
Majesty’s Embassy at St. Petersburgh, to the Military Secretary. Horse Guards,* m reply 
to an instruction directing him to report respecting the profiosed purchase of Cossack 
horses as bftt horses for the Abyssinian expedition. A copy ol* ibis letter has also been 
sent to the India Office. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1003. 

Consul Swift to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 14.) 

(No. 13.) • 

My Lord, Barcelona, October 10, 1867. 

1 11AVE the honour to state, that on the 4th instant I received a letter from the 
Conde de Cheste, the Captain-General of this Principality, requesting to be informed, as 
soon as possible, if a person named James Cuthbert, was registered in the books of my 
Consulate as a British subject. Having replied to the Captain-General that Cuthbert was 
so registered, his Excellency, with whom I have the good fortune to l»e on terms of private 
intimacy, was thereupon pleased to refer Cuthbert and others, who are Spanish subjects, 
to me, reflecting a claim they make lor compensation against Her Britannic Majesty's 
Government, for tosses they allege to have sustained by reason of advertisements inserted 
in several newspapers in thi6 city, by the late Commissioners sent here for the purchase of 
mules. 

Mr. Cuthbert. and his co-contractors have consequently addressed me a letter, a copy 
of which I have the honour to inclose, with translation. 

It will be seen that the Commission left it open to the public to tender for the sale of 
mules up to the 31st of October; but the Commissioners neglected to insert any notice, 
prior to their departure, that the Commission was closed. 

Persons have therefore a ju*t ground of complaint when they call at the advertised 
office* of Her Majesty’s Commissioners to find the Mission dissolved, and no provision 
made by the Commission to give explanation, redress, or comjiensation, for the loss sustained 
in endeavouring to comply with the terms of their advertisement. 

Kor myself', I can offer them no advice: and I am the more embarrassed as one of the 
complaining parties is a British subject, on whose behalf I feel bound to render all 
assistance (and such no doubt is the Captain-General's view). Had a similar course been 
taken by a foreign Power, I should certainly have considered him entitled to some 
compensation. 

If Her Britannic Majesty's Government thinks that the matter can be more amicably 
settled bv taking such mules as the complaining purties rimy produce, provided they pass a 
veterinary surgeon's examination, 1 shall gladly give my best assistance on behalf ot the 
Mar Office in the matter; and as Mr. Veterinary-Surgeon Harrison, appointed by the War 
Office, is within easy distance of this place, as reported by my despatch No. 12 of the 
xth instant, his co-operation could l>e obtained without nuch loss of time or exjiense. 

I beg to add, that I am also requested by Captain Wathom, British Commissioner 
appointed to Valencia, for the purchase of mules, to endeavour to obtain compensation on 
the part of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government from the shippers here, for the mule 
which was killed, aa reported in my despatch No. 12, and respecting which 1 am bow 
opening a correspondence with the shippers here. 1 have by this post inclosed to the War 
Office copies of the claims made, but request to Ik* instructed by your Lordship what 
answer I am to give to the present complaining parties and others, who are likely to be 
numerous, as the advertisement is still in force, and will be so until the end of this 
month. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. LEVINGE SWIFT. 


* A similar letter «u addressed to the India Office. 


Inclosure in No. 1003. 

(Translation.) ^ **■" ,0 (W 

Sir, _ 

come J brf IES CUTHB *? RT ’ a , Hritish sub J ect > the l T ndereign"l°residents^of Barcelona 

SS.-? S l ptcmb " ,ait - ,here £ 3* 

mu 8 trt,t”n W 4 mule8 „ from ,h ' 8 31., October next The mule. 

The hdirht of J 0ld - “ und and 8troD e. free of all vice, and in good condition 

of de B v^\hTm^to^h C e h rn I" j . udgm ? t “ a ? ** ad !« i88ibl ®* The time and manner 
ThppABi ^ • i ommissioners to lie determined on accepting each nronosal 

" r ; r e“3y to purclmse mule*, even in limited numbS, fnd^ y P m T for 
Hotel .ill r U , ma f e , m cu, . h - The Commissioner., who reside at the Four Nation? 
“o4>ven explanation, and detail, that may be necessary, besides the 

Government they remL. f ^ adv u Crt,se,nent * dishonour to the 

= .,, rssizzxzz a 

1 hese losses and damages amount. Sir, to upwards of 10 000 ,i,j| lira i 

'“ d ^“ tafffc g Zl 

(Signed) James cuthbert 
MACIN' MUNOSA. 
PEDRO Cl RTES. 

JUAN CAllKAS. 

LCIS CARFAS. 


No. 1001. 

Major-General Poor, to Mr. Norton.—(Received October 14.) 









3. Sir Stauui J Northcote believes that the interest* of science will have been sufficiently 
provided for by the appointments that have been already made with this view in this 
country and in India, and he regrets much that a regard to the interests of the public 
service compel him to decline to accede to the recommendation of M. Frin on behalf of his 
countrymen. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEAR8. 


Inform Baron Beckfriis. 


Minute. 

8. 


No. 1005. 

Major-General Sir E. Lugard to Mr. Egerton.—(Received Oclofter 14.) 

Sir, War Office, Pall Mall, October 12, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit herewith two copies of 
a Second Appendix to the pamphlet on Routes in Abyssinia, which has been prepared in 
the Topographical Branch of this Office, under the directions of the Secretary of State. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWAKI) LUGARD. 


Acknowledge. 


Minute. 


8 . 


No. 1006. 

Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 15.) 

My Lord, Bekesbourne, October 14, 1867. 

1 AM favoured with Mr. Murray’s letter of the 12th instant,* and have to express 
to your Lordship my best thanks for the promise that the letter which I had the 
honour to address to you on the ‘.)tli instant, shall, like my funner letter of August 20th, 
Ik* printed in the next collection of pa{K*m about Abyssinia to In* laid Indore Parliament. 

1 would now take the liberty of bringing to your Lordship’s notice another matter 
connected with the Abyssinian question. 

In pngr HO of the Blue Book containing “ Further Correspondence respecting the 
British Captives in Abyssinia,” laid before Parliament towards tin* close of the last 
session, is print<*d a letter which I addressed to the Earl of Clarendon, your lordship's 
predecessor in office, on dune 11, 1806, immediately after iny return to England from 
Abyssinia, concerning Mr. Pnlgmve. 

As that letter by itself, iinnccoin|wmied by the details of all the facts which 
preceded it, and gave rise to it, may lead to misapprehension, I feel myself called on 
to lay before your Lordship a copy not only of the letter to Mr. Purday relating my 
interview with Mr. Pal grave on December 20, 1865, which was the subject of my said 
letter to Lord Clarendon, but also of every passage in all other lettcm written by me 
whilst in Egypt to Mr. Purday, in which Air. Palgrave is mentioned or in any way 
alluded to. And in doing so l have to assert distinctly and unequivocally that 1 
have not altered or suppressed a single w ord, except the names of persons, which I felt 

hound to omit; ami 1 have only further to observe that the letter to Mr.-, 

mentioned in my communication of D**eemlier 1, 1866, is one which I wrote to a 
publisher in Loudon, giving a few particulars respecting the meeting in Egypt of 
Mr. Palgrave and Mr. Rassam in September of that year, which particulars have since 
been published in much greater details in pages 170 and 171 of ray work, “The British 
Captives in Abyssinia.” 


• No. 999. 
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In making this communication to your Lordship, I would take the liberty of 
adding, that I do not at all desire that this letter ami the cony of correspondence with 
Mr. Purday should be made public, like my two former letters of August 20 last 
and October 9th instant, but simply that the same may lx* allowed to remain on record 
in the archives of the Foreign Office. At the same time, should it Is* deemed advisable 
on public grounds to lay this letter and its incloaure before Parliament, then? is no 
possible objection as tar as l am personally concerned. 

1 have, <fcc. 

(Signed) CHARLES REKE. 



Minutes. 

I don’t think this letter and its inclosure ought to Ik* printed and laid before 
Parliament, and I think it hardly need Ik* answered; the animus is too apparent. 

E. C. E. 

He does not ask to have it printed. Best acknowledge simply. 

8 . 


Inclosure in No. 1006. 


Extracts from Letters written in Egypt by Dr. Reke to Mr. Purday, Honorary Secretary of 

the “ Abyssinian Captives Liberation Fund/ 

Alexandria, November 24/A, 1865.— l HAVE heard a few' curious particulars about 
Rassam and Palgrave, who, as you may imagine, nre anything but friends. Palgrave 
speaks of Rassam as the “ creature.” The telegram was a regular piece of imposition. 
Within the last half-hour I have been speaking about, it with a gentleman who was at 
Suez when Rassam arrived, and saw him go into the telegraph office and write it. A 
wide-awake chap is Master It. Palgrave is amusing himself in Coper Egypt, waiting 
for the chance of Itassam’s breaking down. What a row there will he in Parliament, 
where Palgrave is said to have friends and advocates ! so that there will be this little 
private sparring in addition to the public grand combat. 

Cairo, December 1st .—In my letter to Mr.-, I stated what I bail beard in 

Alexandria about Rassam and Palgrave, which, jin I sent my letter open, I did not 
think it necessary to repeat to you. Palgrave instill here at the expense of Govern¬ 
ment, waiting to hear the result of Rassam's mission. I suppose if Rassam sends 
down intelligence of his Wing at Mateinma, and that he is there waiting to hear from 
tin* Emperor, Palgrave will Ik* off instantly to supersede him, or to poke him on. But 
Master R. is too clever for that. He will say he is going on; and who is to know 
better? Apart from the disappointment of not going on the mission to Abyssinia and 
getting lots of glory, Palgrave is passing a jolly time of it, travelling about Egypt and 
enjoying himself, a principal portion of that enjoyment Wing the abuse* of poor Rassam, 
of w hom he says the nastiest things imaginable. He is here in Cairo just now, and 1 
expect 1 shall Ik* having a visit from him rare long. 

December 2nd. —He was with me yesterday afternoon, after the foregoing was 
written ; that is to say, he called on me, but I was out at the time. He had Wen told 

of my arrival by-, who lives in my neighbourhood. Mr. llaussmonn is here 

in Cairo. 1 shall sec him early next week, and also Palgrave. 

Cairo, December 5th .—If Rassam were a man, he might have completed his mission 
by this time. But I expect he will lack courage at the last moment, and that Palgrave 
will W* packed off in a hurry to supersede him. I have seen Air. lluussmann and 
Air. Kinzelhack. ... I have not yet seen Palgrave, who is away on an excursion. 

. . . Palgrave appears to W a strange man. After having Is-en a convert to 
Romanism for conscience sake, and then a Jesuit missionary and a persecutor of 
Protestants, he is now a Free Thinker, and an unbeliever in revelation- a seedier at 
religion. Whether this is his true character, or merely assumed, who shall say ? 

Cairo, December 8/A.—We are off to-morrow to Suez. . . . Palgrave I have 
not seen, and shall not now, till after my return. 

Suez, December 10/A.—It is surprising how much every holly in Egypt is interested in 
my mission. The fact is, Rassam and Palgrave have excited a great deal of attention, 
aud the general feeling is that Palgrave ought to have gone on, and Rassam ought to liave 
[73] 9 X 
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1>0{‘n stopped. Expecting, then, nothing to result from Rassam’s mission, they naturally 
look to me as riding the winning horse. Please God it may prove to be the case. 

Cairoy December 12/A.—We returned here yesterday from Suez. ... I have 
red yet seen Pal grave, which I do not care much about. He calk'd here yesterday, 
before I returned from Suez. Of course I shall return his call, as it is right to be civil 
at all events. 

Cairo , December 15/A.—Mrs. • - tells mo . . . Palgrave is quite in her 

black book, and I suspect that his career is at end as far as Abyssinia is concerned. I 
have seen him once, and do not at all like him. I am only surprised that such a 
person should have been chosen. But it is so always. They put the square peg into 
the round hole. 

( tiro, December 20/A ,—M hihl awaiting the arrival of the Marseilles mail, now 
overdue, I begin my letter for the steamer of next week by acquainting you with the 
substance of a very curious conversation I have had this morning with Mr. Palgrave. 
Hr tells me that he has seen the instructions given by the Foreign Office to Mr. Rassam, 
arid that they arc restricted to the release of Consul Cameron. He added, that if 
Rassam succeeded in bringing away Cameron, be would 1 m* quite content to leave the 
missionaries *0>heir fete. Now, if this he true, the .lew Society and Lord Shaftesbury 
have hern deceived bv the Foreign Office. I had thought of writing to Mr. Goodhart, 
tilling him of this; hut on reflection, 1 have decided on not doing so. I have now' 
no collection whatever with the society. By their Resolution of November 3rd, the 
precise date ot iny departure from London, they have repudiated my mission altogether; 
condemned it in fact ; and therefore I should he improperly meddling with what d<M*s 
not concern me, were I to volunteer the information. But I do not ncc anv harm in 

your com muuieat big it to Hr. Goodhart (or Mr.-) if you think proper, esiiecially 

ns Mr. 1 a (grave did not speak to me at all in confidence, and I believe lie has told the 
same thing to others. How far lie is to be relied on I will not pretend to sav, but his 
communication appeared to k- made botui Jide. 

Af the same time he is inveterate against Rassam and his patron, La Yard, against 
whom he say> tlie mo-t disagreeable things, and therefore his statements ’must neces¬ 
sarily he received with great caution. 1 will tell you one which quite staggered me. 
lie says that Mr. Stern was a missionary at Mosul when Lnyard was therewith Rassmn 
as his a- i .tanl ; that Lnyard was leading rather a loose life, and that H. assisted him 
in that too ; am! that Stern felt it his duty to remonstrate, just as he did with Bishop 
<iohat s artiz-ms. lienee Lnvnrd's hatred for poor Stern, in which Rassam participates. 

J have «ud that I his story quite staggered me w hen I first heard it, and I cannot even 
now bring myself to believe it. Not that 1 doubt the possibility of the had conduct of 
either L. or 1*., or S.’s zeal in reproving them; but 1 cannot imagine that the three 
well* together at Mosul. This is, however, a matter easy of proof, as it is simply a 
question ol dales; and, it it should really be tin* fact, why then the rest will become 
quite credible, and we shall then see that Mr. Lnyard did not six*ak of Stern quite so 
“ innocent ly as Bishop (ioliat asserts. 

Before dismissing the subject of Mr. Palgrave, I must add that he told me that 
Wtieii burl Bu-sell sent for him and desired him 1o go out, he made it a condition (as 
is not unusual i that he should draw up his own instructions. In these, lie savs, he 
expressly pimided for the liberation of all the captives, and in fact ho made it a condi- 
ion that all British subjects, and all persons under British protection should be at 
liberty to leave the country. Palgrave added, that when he took these instructions 
mt<» Hie foreign Office to 1 m* put into an official form, Layard objected to them, hut 
that oe ( I a,graved insisted on them, as having been approved by Lord R. f and so 
earned the day against the Under-See rotary. 

1 a 1 grave tells me that lie is being kept oil hen* with the pay of 100/. per month 
and he expects to remain till Lord R. finds him something else to do, as the two 
together have ken placed in a false positi ( ,„ by Lnvard and Rassam. lie savs that he 

has written to several of his friends, the editor’of tin*-among the number 

requesting them not to agitate the Abyssinian question, or, if they do, not to bring his 
name up. lie d»K*s not wish to increase the difficulties of Government; hut he hinted 
rather signilicantly ; that .under certain circumstances (that i«, if Is.nl R. does not do 
something for him), lie might 1m* a thorn in their side. I think that before, or soon 
afler, the meeting of Parliament, you or Captain Deslmrough might 1 m* able to incense 
liont t iielmsloitl, Sir Hugh Cairns, or Mr. Whiteside with some of the particulars thus 
stated to vou I imagine that it will not Ik* long before they bring the matter to the 
notice ot both houses. 
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No. 1007. 

Mr. Carr to Lord Stanley.—{Received October 15.) 


M ' VriiUST your Lordsbip^wiu^don'jhf Titertv '°' tol ‘ t l2 ' 18W - 

think I have suffered an injustice, I feel vour I ordshin win « T addressm © > ou * but as I 
my case, connected as it is with the late mission to the Kin/nf 1 'aT l,eUr facta ol ’ 
agreement with ColonelMerewether, the British Resident -,t Vde , ^ b -' S8,,,,a * 1 1 8, S rit * d »n 
service , n> that country as an artificer (a muisi i M fi r J m,cccd to > and take 

of >00/. per annum. To fulfil that agreement 1 sold '° d ° • thr ? e y ? rs » at a sa,ar V 
hitherto kept me respectably. c * business in London, which hail 

out, on the^th'of 1 November, TfsCTh^Enguild ^ and ,rul >' “"led 

proceeded to Massovvah. and " ltl1 t,le rc8t of the party, and we 

.o th f, tithad ^ < 1 ^™^, „ ot 

«e accordingly did. 'insteadof the * a « laad ' 

received merely the pay for the months betw. en m.V f ’ i * l,l ? e 1 l,ad stipulated, 1 

tbe shape of a draft parable at four mouths after n Verdin" •“"£ rc ,‘ Urn *° Ell 6 ,4n(l . '» 
the money in the meantime, 1 should have to submit In S r"' If 1 «<|uired 

and have therefore not received theumutmti,' ad,,count . I would not, 
contract on mj part, and I humbly sn int,^ ,', fl mf 0 “ ot <*"> breach of 
on the part of Colonel Merewether, your Lordsldo wdl mil S ^ ° f th ® L ' 0,,tr “ ct arose 
t.on, with a view of awarding com^satio“L ^ifton ialT T ^ C,,,18idera ' 

I am now without the business I l,„! i c * • • 1 '? v ry e,, ‘barra8.smg. 

Merewether. and with increasing limiilyVmandf 0 ! ,3'ilf #8ree “ ent witl * Colonel 
certificate of good conduct from Colonel Merewether wld.V'T pils | sessl011 “ ver y excellent 
return to England Aral under such circumstance! I h’J. ? 7" k "V' 1 a ".’ aIlowl ' lt *» 
ration. I do notask for anything hut ri-dit mil insii ° ?° ,c, j y( } ar Lordships consults 

I s .gned, ... your Lordship Zld “ 1 ‘'l"* >>y *hc agreement 

the salary for the whole of the period I signed /,„• ! ?,, |, ^ du< ?f l d » 1 a, » Justly entitled to 

to Abyssinia as an Inspector of Anns oft . ^'I■« to proceed 
be made available. And if testimonials are rearedT 0 * ” "‘ y ' L crvice11 coul «l 

teST •w* "■ “ Dt r«—-* -¥&£>! a“155 S££z£ 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE CARR. 


Answer as in similar cases. 


Minutes. 


8. 


A similar claim has been mndr* hu , i,. *1 

See drafts annexed. • other art,sans > but considered inadmissible. 

Foreign Oj/ice, October 15, 1807. 

H. C. E. 


No. 1008. 

Mr. Egrrton to Major-General Sir E. Logard, 

Sir, 

as £ I 

• No. 1003 
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that neighbourhood for compensation for loss sustained by them through the Commis¬ 
sioners sent there to purchase mules for the Abyssinian expedition having neglected to 
notify the closing of the Commission, which had been advertised to be kept open till the 
31st instant. 

The Consul states in his despatch that he has forwarded copies of these claims to the 
War Office, and I am to request that you will call Sir John Pakington’s immediate atten¬ 
tion to the matter, and move him to inform Lord Stanley what instructions should be 
addressed to Consul Swift upon the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1009. 

Mr. Egerton to Lord Clinton. 

Sir, . Foreign Office, October 15, 1867. 

ON the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant. Lord Stanley caused instructions to 
he sent by telegraph to Her Majesty’s Clmrgd d’Affaires at Berne, to make further inquiry 
as to the person residing in that city represented to be an Abyssinian ; and I am directed 
by his Lordship to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a despatch from Mr. Rum- 
bold,* reporting the result of the inquiries which he lias made. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1010. 

Consul Cumherbatch to Lord Stanley .— (Received October 15.) 

(No. 43.) 

My Lord, Smyrna, October 4, 1867. 

WITH reference to my despatch marked Separate of the 18th ultimo,t I have the 
honour to state that the officers employed in the purchase of mules for the Abyssinian 
expedition have lately arrived at Smyrna, and at their request I have arranged a contract 
for 500 mules at a moderate price. 

1 have the honour to state that 3,000 mules might, be obtained within this district, 
also a large amount of cattle, and most of the objects for an expedition of this nature can 
be easily procured. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROB. WM. CUMBERBATCH. 


No. 1011. 

Mr. T. Plowden to Mr. Egerton.—(Received October 15.) 

Sir, 80, Gloucester Place, Portman Square , October 14, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 3rd instant,J I beg leave to submit the draft of 
the letter I propose to send to the Emperor Theodoras, subject to Lord Stanley’s 
approval. 

1 have endeavoured to make the communication a strictly private one; and if I have 
departed from this resolution in the concluding sentence, it is under the conviction that 
unless some such opening is given, no letter would have any effect whatever. 

I am. &c. 

(Signed) TREVOR PLOWDEN. 


i i 

♦ 

♦ 



• No. 1000. 
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No. 9-18. 
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Inclosure in No. 1011. 


Mr. T. Plowden to King Theodore. 


May it please your Majesty, 

I, THE elder brother of the late Walter Plowden __u 

him^nL ?^ den lr t0 5* th ‘ 8 b >’ the recollection of your Majesty’s grJt P kmdnen°to 
him, and of his respect and esteem for your Majesty. 1 6 naue “ 10 

Your Majesty knows that it was always my brother’s object to establish frlendshio 

between >our Majesty and Queen \ictona, and bv the blessing of God he succeeded So 

lonp; as he lived there was friendship and mutual goodwill, which the Embassy your 

Miyc^n proposed to send would doubtless have confirmed and strengthened At’this 

quentes ensued. Your Majesty, displeased with his successor. Consul Cameron imori 

brother so'loncr h ' m ma "i V ‘fl'.'''' Br , ilish 9ub j ect! '’ and ,bus the friendship which my 
X J >0 “ redt0 e8tabli8h ™ rue'e'y shaken, a.ul now threatens 

mv h!nt!> e b |'“ ber °i ' V !, lter Plo " den ' see ‘ n B ‘his unhappy state of things, knowing how 
shinlo Th “ *nd respected your Majesty, and how this disturbance of old friend- 
rn.L! , i *\ r,eved h “ heart, and myself grateful for vour Majesty’s numerous kind- 

nsTfn.mT' deMrc, °. dowhathp ' v ° ul 'l have done had he been alive, to come forward 

your ^Majesty’ an^Queen^Victoria. " " ‘° ab ° Ut “ reneWal " f f " e " d9b 'l> between 

whv fhu !r; tbCr ne ' cr d «*ive d your Majesty, neither will I. Therefore I write and ask 

to^hiTu "ST",? „ d w, C ', )naulCameron displeased your Majesty by going to Bogot 
. ( a! 8 °’ 11 . 18 trom ^experience, he being new to the country and to the 

l° r } \ Ur A ! JC8ty knows we,, ‘ as m y brother has often told you. that Queen Victoria 
,and wouldnot «««-»*• -r support Turks against your’ Majesty K therofuro 

While this continues, Imw can there he friendship ? y victoria. 

with ,* ntC ’i° y ,° Ur as my brother would have done, as a friend and well-wisher 

with the words of truth and sincerity, of my own free will, and apart fn.„, r,7v Govern 

of EngL„“Ahy S U sW, me ’ ‘° reSt ° re and KOO<1 ' Vll ‘ countries 

iustii^ e dl°IL P 7 ?™ r t Majra, y *° rrmcmiier your great name, and your reputation for 

his ,0 reni< " lbcr also my brother, and the things he did for you and 

Ins unhappy death and to remember that friendship is belter than enmity. ’ " U 

>t enmity. Then will she give friendship in return, and all will he ; n ^ 

AWwH timC ‘ A | th / SamC - timC y ° Ur A,a J est y can communicate your wishes to Colonel 
Merewether as to the future intercourse between the two countries. ’ 


No. 1012. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir 

r ’ I A\f i r , c. t Foreign Office, October 16, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you the accompanvinir conies of 

andTam ? e ‘ >ee ’"‘I’ h 1 Plo . wdcn -* bro ‘her of Her Majesty’s late Consul in Abyssinia 
whether l ” re ‘ ) “ e * t tha £. yo “ wdl mo ™ Secretary Sir S. Northcote to inform Lord Stanley 

King Theodoro 5 “ y JeC "° n 10 ‘ he leUef Which Mr ’ Plowden P™P°scs to address to 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


9 Y 
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No. 1013. 

Acting Consul-General Reade to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 16.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 16, 1867. 

1 HAVE just received the following intelligence from Colonel Merewether, dated 
off Zoola, An nos ley Bay, October 8:— 

“The landing-place for the force has been fixed in Anneslev Bay, at a point 4$ miles 
west of Zoola. Letters received from Magdala, dated September 7, and Debra Tabor, 
August 12, report captives all well; no change in their condition, and the King continuing 
his course of (rightful cruelty/' 


No. 1014. 

Lord Clinton to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 16.) 

(Confidential.) India Office , October 16, 1867. 

LORO ('LINTON presents his compliments to Mr. Hammond, and begs to forward 
the enclosed letter from Lord Stanley to King Theodore, which has been returned to 
Englaod by the Political Resident at Aden, the letter from his Lordship forwarded to this 
oliice on the 18th September being substituted for that now transmitted. 


No. 1016. 

Lord Stanley to Baron Beckfrics. 

M. le Baron, Foreign Office , October 16, 1867, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 3rd instant, 1 have the honour to inform you 
that I have received a letter from Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India, stating that 
under the special and peculiar circumstances attending the contemplated operations of the 
British forces in Abyssinia, it is considered most desirable to limit that force as much as 
possible to the required number of combatants -, and Sir Stafford Northcote, therefore, 
regrets that he cannot accede to your request, that permission may be granted to Professor 
de Paykull to accompany the expedition. 

Sir Stafford Northcote adds that the newspaper reports to which you refer are 
incorrect, as no permission has been given to any French men of science to accompany the 
expedition as amateurs, nor is it intended to give such permission either to foreigners or 
British subjects. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) 8TANLEY. 


No. 1016. 

Mr. Egerton to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 16, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
14th instant. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1017. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Carr. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 17, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter of the 
12th instant, iu which you claim payment of three years’ salary, which you ccniider to be 
due to you by the terms of the agreement made and signed between you and Colonel Mere- 


wether, on the 8th of October 1866; hut I am to remind you that your agreement wound 
up with the following words:— 

“ It is understood that if the said George Carr should not proceed to Abyssinia, and 
should not enter the Emperor’s service, this agreement shall have no effect; but pay and 
expenses in returning to be paid up to the date of re-arrival in England. No unnecessary 
delay taking place on either part.” 

Lord Stanley cannot, therefore, at present, authorize any further payment to you. 

With regard to your offer to accompany the expedition to Abyssinia, I am to inform 
you that the arrangements connected with that expedition are entirely under the control of 
the India Office. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1018. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Egerton.—(Received October 17.) 

Sir, India Office , October 16, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the receipt 
of vour letter of the Nth instant, and to acquaint you, in reply, that a copy of Colonel 
Blane’s letter of the 7th, and of two telegrams received from him dated the 9th and 10th 
of October, having been forwarded to this office from the Horse Guards, the Field- 
Marshal Commanding-in-chief has been informed that, considering the difficulty of obtain¬ 
ing transport bv way of the Black Sen at this season of the year, and the facilities offered 
in Turkey and Egypt for the collection of pack-horses, Sir Stafford Northcote docs not 
think it desirable to accept the offer of General Patapoffto assist in the purchase of Cossack 
horses for the Abyssinian expedition. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 1019. 

Lord Stanley to Sir A. Buchanan. 

(No. 19G.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 17, 1867. 

I INCLOSE for your Excellency’s information, and for communication to Colonel 
Blane, the accompanying copy of a letter from the India Office* on the subject of the 
proposed purchase of Cossack horses for the Abyssinian expedition referred to in the 
inclosures in your despatch No. 348 of the 9th instant. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1020. 

M. Campello to the Marquis d'Azeglio.—(Communicated to Lord Stanley by the 
Marquis d'Azeglio, October 19.) 

(Translation.) 

Signor Minister, Florence , October 15, 1867. 

AT the juncture when F.ngland is about to undertake a costly expedition replete with 
perils, through distant and little known regions, under a murderous climate, to obtain 
from the Sovereign of Abyssinia an act of justice which lie has hitherto obstinately refused, 
I think it fitting that you, Signor Marquis, should make Lord Stanley acquainted with 
some jiarticular circumstances which might perhaps be productive of advantage to the 
Queen’s Government. 

You are undoubtedly aware that for many years several Italian missionaries, belonging 
more especially to the ancient provinces of the kingdom, have been settled in Abyssinia, where 
some of them have acquired no little esteem among the populations of the country. In 
the number of those missionaries is included Monsignor Massaia, Bishop of the Order of 
Capuchins, a person of distinguished merit and uncommon prudence, who seems to possess 
considerable influence over the mind of King Theodore. Monsignor was in Italy for 
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some time, when in consequence of special information that he received, he immediately 
set out for his distant see, having been urgently summoned thither by the Abyssinian 
Sovereign. It was known, in fact, that the pseudo Bishop Abuna, a kind of Catholic 
heresiarch, who was at first a favourite with the Prince, but afterwards fell into disgrace, 
had been imprisoned and put to death; and it teems that in order to replace hint the 
Sovereign had bethought himself of summoning the principal Catholic prelate, known for 
twenty years among the populations there as a man anxious for nothing more than the 
welfare of others. 

Bishop Massaia,like all Catholic missionaries, would be unable to undertake an official 
mission from Government without previously obtaining the special sanction of the Holy See; 
but as we have always maintained certain good relations with him as with other missionaries, 
we could well nigh make sure of inducing that prelate to interpose with the greatest 
possible zcul for the liberation of the European prisoners if a semi-official message to that 
effect were conveyed to him from us. 

The matter is, as you see, of a very delicate nature ; for w hilst we would not leave it 
to be absolutely supposed that in this way an object may assuredly be attained towards which 
the British Agents have directed their efforts in vain, on the other hand, it would seem to 
us hut little in accordance with the good relations existing between Italy and the English 
Government were we not to make known to it that by our means an attempt might perhaps 
be made to obtain with less difficulties, and certainly with an immense saving of men and 
money, what the Queen’s Cabinet justly demands. 

1 should, therefore, wish that you would mention all this to Lord Stanley, giving him 
a note in writing if his Lordxhip desires it, and that you would tender to him our good 
offices with those missionaries in the sense that I have explained to you. 

Accent, &c. 

(Signed) P. DI CAMPELLO. 


No. 1021. 

Pice-CotUttl Walker to Ijord Stanley.—(Received October 18.) 

Aly Lord, Newton Bank, near Chester, October 17, 1887. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that being a connection of Captain 
Charles Duncan Cameron, now prisoner in Abyssinia, and having accompanied that 
gcntlemun to Massowah, and while there travelled on the frontier in the direction of Bogos 
and the surrounding district, say 100 miles from the seaboard, and having lately during 
my stay in England seen most contradictory and erroneous statements in the newspapers 
relative to that country and the approaches to the interior, I have the honour humbly to 
observe that if your Lordship thinks I could give any information that might be of service 
to Her Majesty's Government, I should only he too happy to do so. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) E. H. WALKER. 


No. 1022. 

Lord Clinton to Mr. Egerton.—(Received October 18.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, October 18, 1867. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Stafford Northcote to acknowledge your letter of the 
15th instant,* respecting Michael Beschir, an Abyssinian living at Geneva; and to state 
that as he has so entirely forgotten his native language, and has probably retained but 
little recollection of localities (owing to the early age at which he left Abyssinia), Sir 
S. Northcote thinks it unadvisable to employ him on the expedition. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 
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No. 1023. 


Lord Clinton to Mr. Egerton.—(Received October 18.) 

f Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, October 18, 1867. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir S. Northcote to acknowledge your letter of the 
18th instant,* received this day. with inclosures from Mr. Trevor Plowden; and am to state, 
in reply, for the information of Lord Stanley, that SirS. Northcote sees no objection to the 
letter which Mr. Plowden proposes to address to King Theodore. 

, I am, Ac. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 


No. 102-4. 

Mr. Egerton to Lord Clinton. 

Sir, Foreign Office, Ocfofter 18, 1807. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to inform you that his Lordship received on the 
10th instantf a telegram from the Acting British Consul-General in Egypt, staling that the 
Viceroy had offered to send a mission to the King of Abyssinia with a view to counselling 
him to release the British subjects and others detained in captivity in that country; and I 
am to transmit to you, for the information of Secretary Sir S. Northcote, a copy of a 
despatch which his lordship has addressed to Mr. Rende in reply,} instructing him to 
inform the Viceroy that his Highness’ offer is greatly appreciated by Her Majesty’s 
Government, who would gladly see the success of such a mission. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) K. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1025. 

Mr. Barron to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 19.) 

Aly l»rd, Constantinople , October 4, 1867. 

MY despatch of tin* 3rd ultimo will have informed your Lordship that. I had 
executed the instructions conveyed in your letter of August 22nd, relative to the 
notification of war with Abyssinia. 

1 have now the honour to transmit a copy of the note by which I acquainted tin* 
Minister for Foreign Affairs that Her Majesty’s Government, having resolved to resort 
to force, hoped that facilities would Ik* afforded by the Sultan and the Viceroy of Egypt 
for the passage of Her Alajestv's troops through Ottoman territory. 

I have only just received Ills Highness's answer, herewith inclosed in copy. It is 
to the effect that His Alajesty the Sultan authorize* the passage of British troops 
through his Empire fur the purpose specified, and that consequently the Sublime 
Porte has requested His Highness the Khidive of Egypt to accord all necessary 
facilities to the force employed on this expedition. 

I thought it advisable to communicate to the Viceroy of Egypt, during his 
residence at Kmirghian, near this capital, the substance of your l/ordsltip’s despatch, 
and to explain to him in detail the events which had necessitated this expedition. 

His Highness informed me that he had received an official and direct notice on 
the subject from Her Majesty’s Government, and that lie had lost no time in ordering 
his Ministers, by the telegraph, to do all in their power to facilitate the passage of 
of British troojis. He further stated that lie would advance his own departure to the 
10th September, being an earlier date than that originally named, on the ground that 
his presence in Egypt would be necessary l’or accelerating the required preparations. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) U. P. T. BARRON. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 1025. 

Mr. Barron to Fuad Pasha. 

Constantinople, September 1, 1867. 

IT will, doubtless, be well known to ITis Majesty the Sultan, that certain of Her 
Majesty’s officers and other Europeans have, for some time past, been detained in 
captivity, contrary to justice and the honour of nations, by King Theodore of 
Abyssinia. 

Her Majesty’s Government have exhausted all peaceful efforts to procure the 
release of the captives, and have now resolved to resort to force. 

I have now the honour to communicate this fact to your Highness, and I am 
further instructed to state that, in order to reach Abyssinia, Her Majesty’s Government 
an* led to believe that it will 1 m* necessary for their troops to pass through the Ottoman 
territory. If so, they do not doubt hut that every facility will be afforded to them by 
the Sultan and the Viceroy of Egypt. His Imperial Majesty will n*adily understand 
that the Queen h is no design of conquest in that district, and* that Her Majesty’s only 
object ol a military expedition is to effect the release of the prisoners, and to punish the 
tyrant who detains them in captivity. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) II. P. T. BARRON. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 1025. 
Fuad Pasha to Mr. Barron. 


M. lc Charge d’Affaires, Le 1 Octobre, 1867. 

•PA I cu Phonncur dc mettre sous les youx de Sa Majesty Imptfriale lc Sultan la note 
quo yous nvez bien voulu m’adrcsser, le 1 Septembre, par laquellc, en m’annon^ant la 
decision prise par lc Gouvernement dc Sa Majestrf Britannique, d'cmplover la force armtfc 
contre le lioi Thdodore d’Ahyssinic, pour obtenir la ddivrance dcs otficiers Anglais et 
autres Euroneeiis tonus par lui cn captivity, vous me faites part du dcsir du Cabinet de 
St. James, de faire passer h travers de I’Empiro Ottoman les troupes qu’il sera dan 9 le 
cas d’envoycr il cot effet cu Ahyssinic. 

En reponse, jo m’empresse de vous informer, M. le Charge d'Affaires, que mon 
auguste Souverain, pronant en consideration co desir du Gouvernement de Sa Majesty la 
Koine, qui, comme vous le declare* dans votre susdite note, n’a cn vue parcette cx(Edition 
aucun but de conqudte, niais bien uniquement le redivsscment de >cs legitimes griefs contre 
le Roi Theodore, s’ost plfl ii autorisor le passage libre, h travers le territoire de son Empire, 
dcs troupes Anglaises sc rendant cn Abyssinie. Je dois ajouter. M. le Charge d’Affaires] 
<pi'on consequence de cot ordre imperial, la Sublime Porte vient d’inviter Son Altesse le 
Khidivc d’Egypte a accorder toutes les facility n&essaires au corps expeditionnaire de Sa 
Majestc* Britanniquc lors de son passage par cctte jiartie de l’Empire. 

Agreez, &c. 

(Signe) FUAD. 


No. 1020. 

Mr. Eyerton to Mr. Merivale. 

®ir» Foreign Office, October 19, 1807. 

WITH reference to Mr. Hammond’s letter of the 11th ultimo, I am directed by 
Lord Stanley to transmit to you, to 1m* laid before Secretary Sir Stafford Northeote, tlie 
accompanying copies of a further despatch and of its inciosuros from Her Majesty’s 
Charge d’Affaires at Constantinople,* on the subject of the Abyssinian exi>edition and 
the passage of tnn>ps through the Ottoman territory. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 
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No. 1027. 

(Separate.) Barron lo Lord Stanley.—(Received October 19.) 

require. 11 *’ 6 * |S ° ° ffered t0 him 8uch further of introduction as he may 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. P. T. BARRON. 


No. 1028. 

Lord Stanley to the Marquis (VAzeglio .• 

M. le Ministre, _ , 

Her Majl^t/sGOTmunent'tin^that^from'th 3 ^ ° f , y ° Ur ^°* ernment ' 1 0 “g*»‘ state that 

assistanc^’an^gowPofficea ‘IsIL’fiv'? " od 5' 1° ‘"'T' offlcers auch 

other circumstances ; butTf yourGn'venm^o T - to afford under 

at most two officers Her Mnu*stv’« Cn ? .V, ’. nev ?. rt ie e8Sf ^ e8,re to send one, or 

receive the attention due ** thftt he « they shall 

I am, Sic. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1029. 

(No. 15.) *' /r ' Wett t0 L ° rd 8tanle y-—( R *c*ind October 20.) 

My Lord, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 3 of the 27tl, „hbn„' ’ ' 7> ,867 ‘ 

of Spanish muleteers to accompany the mules i>„™ l i 1 ^respecting the engagement 
have the honour to inclose h' e«iU t r an a, , n " “ C expedition. I 

the Spanish Minister for Foregn Alfa r“ b v which v rCCtive,J 

Spanish Government will not op^sc 8U Th’prL^JinV thnt the 

Majesty *’consu*at A.^r^to^lh^wit'h ^ ^ Her 

that the necessary permission for the engagement of the^iete^ Tt V 1 * " 0U,< ? OH***' 
late for it to be taken advantage of. ^ c muIeteers at Valencia arnved too 

atepeTo obtain^this ^TOi^on’as^^iTas*!^^" arore'of^tba'S^ 1 ^ 

1 beg to remark that had 1 previously known of the intention to e^^e mutte“^ 

“ ,WC " re,ttn “ d - ,h ' lk '^" - 0-* 9 *-+**. » „ pl , * . pplisjuoM of tu 
f No * 874 ‘ X No. 933 . 
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would have occurred, and Her Majesty’s Government would have been saved the expense 
referred to by the Vice-Consul at Valencia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) L. S. SACKV1LLE WEST. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1029. 

Sefior Arrazola to Mr. West. 

(Translation.) 

gj r> Palace , October 15, 1867. 

THE Minister of the Interior, to whom I transmitted the note which you addressed to 
me dated the 20th of September last, informs me that there is no objection to a few men 
leaving Spain to take the mules bought for Her Britannic Majesty’s Government to 
England, but that it is impossible to authorize the said attendants to leave the kingdom, 
on account of enlistments for foreign countries being prohibited, and made punishable by 
the laws. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) L. ARRAZOLA. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 1029. 
Consul Harris to Consul l Vest. 


Sj r> Alicante, October 16, 1867. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 18th ultimo 1 have the honour to inclose 
copies of one from the Vice-Consul at Valencia, transmitting a favourable decision of the 
Spanish Government with regard to the embarkation of Spanish muleteers to Alexandria, 
which, however, appears to have arrived too late to he of any practical benefit, the Governor 
of Gibraltar having had to send British subjects to tend the mules. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) BENJ. BARRIE. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 1029. 

Vice-Consul Ilarrie to Consul Harris. 

§jr t Valencia, October 14, 1867. 

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint you that on the 8th instant I received from the 
Captain-General a letter of which the inclosed is a copy, allowing the engagement of men 
to carry mules to Alexandria on account of the British Government, of which communica¬ 
tion I gave a transcript to the British officers in charge of mules purchased here. 

The permission above referred to was received after Her Majesty’s Government had 
been put to the expense of sending sixty men here from Gibraltar, and I believe that it 
w ill now not be necessary to engage any hen*. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) CHARLES BARRIE. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 1029. 

The Captain-General of Valencia to Vice-Consul Harric. 

(.Translation.) Captain-General's Office, Valencia, October 7, 1867. 

1HS Excellency the Minister of War, under date of the 4th instant, communicates 
to me the following:— 

«* Most Excellent Sir, 

“ *i*i, e Queen (whom God guard) having been informed of your Excellency’s commu¬ 
nication of the 2nd instant, requesting that, according to the wish expressed by the British 
Acting Vice-Consul in the capital, an authorisation may be granted add wing the embarka¬ 


tion for Alexandria of Spanish subjects engaged to take care of 500 mules which have 
leen bougl t by the English Commissioners for the Abyssinian expedition ; Her Majesty 
has graciously determined that your Excellency should he informed (which by her Royul 
Order I hereby do) that the said subjects may embark, but that they must be warned of 
the penalty which they would incur if they should take service in another country.” 

I inform you of this in answer to your communication, and the said muleteers (of 
whom you will be good enough to send me a list naming them) are to be told that they 
must present themselves to his Excellency the Military Governor of this place, before their 
embarkation, in order that they may be informed of the penalties which they will incur if 
they took service in another country. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) MANUEL GASCET. 


No. 1030. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Eger ton.—(Received October 21.) 

Sir, India Office , October 19, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in C ouncil to transmit, for the 
information of the Secretary of Stare for Foreign Affairs, a copy of five despatches 
which have been addressed to the Government of Bombay respecting the Abyssinian 
expedition. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1030. 

Sir S. Xorthcote to the Governor in Council, Hotulmy. 

(No. 107.) 

Sir, India Office, September 3, 1867. 

1. I HAVE now to communicate, for the information of your Excellency's Government, 
the measures which have been taken in this country by the several departments of Her 
Majesty’s Government in furtherance of the arrangements for the expedition which it may 
become necessary to send into Abyssinia to enforce the peremptory demand which you 
have lately been instructed to address to the Ruler of that country for the release of Her 
Majesty’s Envoy and other prisoners unwarrantably detained by him. 

2. You will have learned from my military despatch of the 19th ultimo, that the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have designated Her Majesty’s ship “Star” to 
stive as a surveying vessel in the Red Sea, and have directed Commander Bradshaw, her 
Commander, to proceed to Bombay, and take on board beacons and such other gear as 
may be necessary for marking out channels near t he intended point of debarkation. 

3. 1 have subsequently l>ecn informed by the Admiralty, under date 22nd ultimo, 
that Commodore Heath, the Senior Officer of Her Majesty’s ships ut Bombay, has been 
directed to place himself in communication with your Excellency and with the military 
authorities at Bombay, and to afford his advice and assistance, in so far as he can do so, 
in the preparation of the proposed expedition ; and that orders have also been forwarded 
for the “ Spiteful ” and “ Dryad * sloops to proceed from Rio de Janeiro to Bombay, and 
for two ships to he detached from the squadron in China and sent to Bombay. 

4. On receiving on the 23rd ultimo from the Lords Commissioners a further memo¬ 
randum from the Hydrographer to the Admiralty, a copy of which is annexed, 1 concurred 
with their Lordships in the proposal to provide in this country and send out to Aden 
temporary lights for lighting the Red Sea between Aden and Massowah. 

5. 1 learn from your telegram of the 23rd of August, received on the 24th idem, that 
you arc desirous of having an additional 10,000 tons of steam coal at Bombay, and the 
same quantity at Aden. 1 had already communicated on this subject with the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, who, with my concurrence, have now effected an arrange¬ 
ment with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, under which they will 
place at once at your disposal at Bombay from 10,000 to 15,000 tons of coal, and' they 
will endeavour to bring up the supply to 20,000 tons. 

6. A similar arrangement for the supply of 20,000 tons of coal at Aden, in addition 
to the ordinary stock, has been made with the same Company. 
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7. It is understood that in consequence of a rise in the freight market the Peninsular 
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company will charge for the whole quantitiy of coal 
required, both at Bombay and Aden, a rate in advance of that which has recently been 
charged. 

8. I gather from the telegrams received from time to time from your Excellency that 
you anticipate difficulty in providing from local resources the requisite amount of steam 
transport, unless you are permitted to use for the purjwscs of the expedition the three 
troop ships which have been sent out for carrying on the periodical relief of Her Majesty’s 
European troops. I have, therefore, in consultation with the lairds Commissioners of the 
Admiralty judged it to he expedient, in anticipation of unforeseen contingencies, and to 
relieve you from tin* necessity of diverting the troop-ships from their proper object, to 
reinforce your means of t ransport. 

Ten steam-transports, with an aggregate tonnage of about 22.000 tons, have been 
taken up by the Admiralty, and will be despatched to Bombay as soon as their fittings 
are completed, probably about the middle of this month, and they may be expected to 
arrive in Bombay before the end of November. They will each contain supplies and 
bedding, &<*., for 400 soldiers, so as to be ready at once on their arrival for the transport 
of troops. 

A letter from the Admiralty, dated Somerset Mouse, 'list August, contains details of 
the provisions and medical comforts placed on hoard the steamers, with printed regulations 
for their issue, of which twenty-five copies are inclosed. 

I request that instructions mav be issued by your Government us detailed in the 5th 
paragraph of the letter from the Admiralty above referred to. 

Captain Tryon, K.N., an experienced officer, lias been appointed by the Admiralty to 
superintend, under the orders of Commodore Heath, the transport arrangements in 
connexion with the expedition, lie will proceed to India by the mail steamer of the 20th 
instant; he will be furnished with particulars of the stores and fittings in each ship, and as 
he will arrive at Bombay six weeks before them, be will be able to afford material assist, 
mice in the arrangement for embarkation. 

It is very probable that you may have already organized a transport agency for the 
employment of the numerous vessels which it is understood you have taken up at Bombay; 
but it is very important that the transport service should be carried on on one system 
and under one authority, and that the expenditure on this service, which must be accounted 
for by the Admiralty, should be regulated by the established rules of that Department. 

I have, therefore, concurred in the appointment of Captain Tryon, and would suggest 
to your Government that it would hi- proper to avail yourselves of the as-istunce and 
co-operation of the naval authorities, by placing tin* entire arrangements for the transport 
service under the direction ol this ofliecr. Instructions will he issued by the Admiralty 
to Commodore Heath to co-operate cordially with your Government, and I feel conli lent 
that, by the maintenance of a good understanding between the naval and military 
officers, this important part of the service will be conducted in the most effectual manner. 

Three steam-vessels with an aggregate tonnage of 6,992 tons have also been taken up 
by the Admiralty and fitted as hospital ships. They will he furnished with appropriate 
stores, and medical officers of Her Majesty's army will la* appointed to go out in them. 

A detail of the establishment which it is intended to place in these vessels will be 
found in the inclosed letter, dated 31st of August, from the War Office. 

V. I have taken measures for supplying the various articles of clothing and provisions 
enumerated in your telegram of the Oth August. A portion of these, as detailed in the 
annexed list, will he sent direct to Bombay in the steam-transports which hive been taken 
lip bv the Admiralty. A further portion, as detailed in a second li-t, will be placed in the 
hospital ships which will be sent to Aden; and the remainder will be tiansmitted, as soon 
as they can be got ready, through Egypt. The lists above referred to must be understood 
to be approximately correct, but more particular invoices cf the stores will be transmitted 
to you by a future mail. In the telegram above referred to, you also requested to lie 
supplied with 300 tons of compressed hay. This material is not kept in stock by the trade 
in this country, and the whole quantity required cannot, therefore, he delivered in time to 
Iw* dispatched to Bombay in the steam-transports. The forage supplied will consist partly 
of compressed bay and partly of com pressed oats and clover. 

10. Having ascertained by your telegram ot the 25th August, that you were desirous 
of being supplied with as many mules as can be gut ready at Suez before the end of 
November, measures have been taken by tire War Office to collect, iu the countries 
bordering rite Mediterranean, as many mules, not exceeding 7,000, us can be delivered at 
Suez by the time specified. 

The collection of the mules, their maintenance in Egyyt, and their conveyance to Suez, 


in order to their embarkation, will be arranged by officers appointed by the War Office ; 
but it will rest with your Government to provide vessels at Suez for the transport of the 
animals to their destination ; and 1 request that the Commander of these vessels, or the 
officer whom you may send in charge of them, may be directed to report, immediately on 
arriving at Suez, to tile Transport Agent of the Indian Government, who has been directed, 
in communication with the officer in charge of the Mule Depdt, to take immediate 
measures for embarking the mules, with a proper proportion of stable equipments, spare 
shoes, &c. 

I assume that the mule-drivers to be employed in the expedition will be natives of 
India or the adjoining countries, and it is desirable that you should send some of these to 
Suez, to receive charge of the mules from the European or Egyptian attendants who will 
have accompanied them thither. 

The vessels which you will send for this purpose will, of course, be fitted for the 
accommodation of the animals, and will convey a sufficient quantity of fodder and water. 

You have been informed by my telegram of the 28th ultimo that the mules will begin 
to arrive at Suez in October, and, when further information may reach me, I will communi¬ 
cate to you, from time to time, the probable number of these animals for which it will be 
necessary to provide transport, and the probable dates on which they will be ready for 
embarkation. 

11. Having ascertained that a limited supply of equipments for nudes is available in 
the Government Arsenal, 1 have requested the Secretary of State for M ar to cause the 
under-mentioned articles to be prepared for despatch, viz.:—5,000 pack saddles for mules ; 
1,800 sets of wheel harness; 900 pairs of short traces ; 400 whips, service, short. 

12. Acting on the suggestions put forward by Sir Hubert Napier in his memorandum 
dated 22nd July, I have arranged for the supply of 400 light Maltese carts, now in stun* in 
the Arsenal at Woolwich. Such of these, together with tin* articles enumerated in the 
preceding paragraph, as can be got ready in time will be despatched in the steuin-transports 
to Bombay or Aden ; the remainder will b~ forwarded bv way of Egypt. The exact time 
and mode of despatch will hereafter be communicated to you, in order that you may 
arrange to bring them on from Suez, and deposit them where they may be required 

In accordance with your requisitions received by telegraph, I have arranged with the 
Secretary ol State for War for the provision of 4,000 breech-loading Snider rifles for 
Infantry, 200 breedi-loading carbines Cavalry, 800 breech-loading carbines for Artillery, 
with 2.300,000 rounds of ball ammunition, and 8,000 rounds of blank ammunition. These 
will be despatched in the transport steamers to Bombay. 

You will he able to obtain from the regiments proceeding to India during the present 
season in ordinary relief such non-commissioned officers and soldiers as may be required 
to aid in the instruction of the corps proceeding upon this service in the use of the in w 
weapon. 1 shall arrange with the War Department for the provision of the requisite 
number of armourers acquainted with the mechanism of the Snider rifle. 

13. Sir Robert Napier, in his preliminary sketch of the plan of operations, appears to 
have contemplated the employment of four field batteries and a mountain battery ; hut it is 
possible that when the line of advance into the interior < f the country has been definitely 
decided upon, after receipt of fuller information, the proportions of the two descriptions of 
artillery may require modification. In consideration of the known and unknown difficulties 
of the country, and the absence everywhere of wheel tracks, anil of the uncertainty as to 
how far the mountain batteries now in India may be suitable and available, I thought it 
advisable to have in readiness, in case of need, an additional number of guns capable of 
being carried, with their equipments, on the backs of animals. Orders were, therefore, 
given by the War Department to prepare two batteries, each of sis rilled steel 7-pounder 
mountain guns, with steel carriages, on a pattern recently adopted by the Ordnance Select 
Committee, and which is believed to combine lightness and efficiency in a degree not 
hitherto obtained. The batteries will be provided with the requisite stores and pack 
saddles, and with 500 rounds of ammunition per gun. 

1 forward, as on inclosure to this despatch, for your information, n memorandum, 
giving a description of the equipment proposed, with a statement of tin* weight of every 
article. ; ince these arrangements were made, I have learned, by your telegram of the 
29th August, that Sir Robert Nopier wishes to be provided with one additional mountain 
battery. Both butteries, w ith their equipments, will be ready for despatch in the beginning 
of November, but one only shall then he sent, out (viA Egypt), unless in the interim 1 am 
informed by telegraph that your Government is likely to require both. 

Orders have also been given for the preparation of 300 Hale's (6-lb.) war-rockets, 
which are very portable, and capable of being used without special apparatus. These will 
he despatched with the mountain batteries, unless countermanded by you. 
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Three young officer* of Royal Artillery, with a detail of non-commissioned officers 
and | rivates, will be sent to Woolwich during the preparation of these equipments, for the 
purpose of learning the method of packing and loading the several parts of the batteries, 
and the use of the rockets, and they will proceed in charge of them when they are despatched 
for service in Abyssinia. 

On vour requisition for patent yeast, sufficient to make bread for 4,000 men for six 
months. I caused inquiries to he made, and am informed that no patent yeast, which can 
he relied upon to keep good for any lengthened period, is obtainable. 1 have therefore 
provided for despatch to Bombay on one of tire steam-transports, 3.000 lbs. malt, 
.0001hs. hops, with printed directions attached to each package for the preparation of yeast 
from these materials. 

1 have also provided 5,000 small portable filters for the use of the European 
soldiers. 

14. Having learned by your telegraphic message, in reply to ray inquiry, that you 
were desirous of being supplied with a field telegraph, 1 have given directions for the 
provision of the requisite instruments and material, which will he dc>patched by way of 
Egypt, m> us to reach Mussowah early in December. 

Lieutenant St. John, ILL , of the Persian Telegraph Establishment, now on leave in 
this country, will assist in the preparation of the stores, and will proceed in charge of 
them to Massowah. He will be accompanied by a detachment of Royal Engineer soldiers, 
instructed in the method of setting up ti e wires and trained to the use of the instruments. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) STAFFORD II. NORT11COTE. 


Inelofure 2 in No. 1030. 

Sir .S'. Nort'<colc to the Governor in Council, Bombay. 

(No. 1 19.) 

Sir. India Office, September 10, 1807. 

1. IN continuation of my despatch dated the 3rd instant. No. 107, 1 proceed to 
communicate to you the further measures whic h have been adopted iu this country with 
regard t» the expedition to Abyssinia. 

2. With reference to the information conveyed to you in the 5th paragraph of that 
despatch, regarding the supply of coal. 1 have to acquaint you that, in addition to the 
20,000 tons therein mentioned, arrangements have been made with the Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company for the supply of 10,000 tons for the Government 
service at Bombay. 

3. A list of the iron-screw transports hired by the Admiralty is inclosed for vour 
information. The first of these sailed from Liverpool on the 11th of this month. 

4. A copy of the instructions given to Captain Tryon, with regard to the Transport 
Service, is also transmitted. 

4. Arrangements having been made, as you were informed in my previous despatch, 
for preventing any cause of interference with the proper object of the new India troop¬ 
ships, you will take cire that the icgular service of these vessels is not int rrupted. 
Should vou find it necessary to employ on this occasion any of the troops in course of 
relief, you will not fail to give me immediate information as to the regiments which you 
propose thus to divert from their return home. 

0. W ith reference to the 9th paragraph of mv despatch of the 3rd of September, 1 
forward a further list of the stores which are under provision. It will he observed that 
this list includes the whole of the articles mentioned in the former one, with additional 
inf irination on certain points. The lists forwarded to you hereafter will on each occasion 
recapitulate the whole of the stores supplied, with such further information in each cast* as 
muy have been obtained up to the latest date. 

7. I stated in the 1 Hh paragraph of my previous despatch that I had requested the 
Secretary of State for War to supply 5,000 pack-saddles for the mules, from the Govern¬ 
ment Arsenal. Subsequently, however, those saddles were condemned by the Ordnance 
Select Committee, and it has been determined to adopt the Otago pattern, which has 
been tried with great success in New Zealand. Orders hive accordingly been given for 
the immediate provision of 5,000 saddles of this pattern, and they will be forwarded 
overland ns soon as they are received from the makers. I am desirous, therefore, of being 
informed by telegraph to what place you wish them to be transmitted. 

8. In the 12th paragraph of my despatch No. 107, it was stated that 8,000 rounds of 
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blank ammunition were to be despatched in the transport steamers to Bombay. This 
figure was a clerical error, the number forwarded being 20.800 rounds. 

9. In consequence of your telegram of the 4tb instant, intimating your wish to receive 
both the mountain batteries referred to in the 13th paragraph of my previous despatch. I 
have given instructions for the second battery to be forwarded as soon as it is ready. 
Lieutenants Nolan and Chapman, of the Royal Artillery, huve been selected by the 
Field-Marshal commanding-in-chief for service with these batteries in Abyssinia. 

10. In my despatch of the 14th instant, No. 113, I have apprised you of the measures 
in progress in reference to the telegraph system to be adopted for the use of the ex|>edition. 
A further communication will be made to you with regard to the signallers, and the 
non-commissioned officers and men of the Royal Engineers who are to work the flying 
lines of telegraph. 

11. I forward, for your information, copies of five letters from the Foreign Office, 
dated the 3rd, 5th, 10th, 11th, and 13th instant, with their inclosures, showing the steps 
which have been taken to obtain facilities for the expedition from the Ottoman Porte and 
the Viceroy of Egypt, and the present condition of the projected line of telegraph to 
Souakin. With regard to the proposal of the Acting Consul-General in Egypt, to 
accompany the foree into Abyssinia. I have informed Lord Stanley that I am disj>osed to 
concur in his view that the public interests will he better promoted by Mr. Reade’s 
remaining at his post. 

12. A suggestion has been made by the Director of the Topographical Department of 
the War Office with regard to the despatch of a small Topographical Stall’ to accompany 
the expedition and make maps of the country. 1 forward a copy of the letter from Sir 
Edward Lugard, for your information; and I have informed the Secretary of State for War 
that 1 have no doubt you have provided for this, as well as the other brunches of the 
expedition. 

13. On the receipt of your telegram dated the 6th instant, asking for certain charts 
of the Red Sea, &c, I made a requisition to the Admiralty for them, and they are 
forwarded to you by the present mail. 

14. I have received from the Foreign Office a oopy of a letter, of which an extract is 
inclosed, from Mr. Cobbold, respecting a man named Contarini, whoso services us a guide 
may be useful to the force; and 1 have requested that the Consul-General iu Egypt may 
be desired to make inquiry respecting him. and, if desirable, to engage and detain him 
at Cairo, pending the receipt of instructions from Sir Robert Napier regarding Ins 
disposal. 

15. I also forward a copy of a letter from a person named Bonhomrne, who offers 
himself as interpreter to the force. Other applications for similar employment have been 
received, and 1 wish to he informed whether you require the services of uny persons from 
this country as interpreters or guides. 

lti. On receiving your telegram of the 7th instant. 1 directed Veterinary-Surgeon 
Lamb and Conductors Henderson and Lee to return to their duty at Bombay forthwith. 
Mr. Lee proceeds by the present mail via Marseilles, and Mr. Lamb and Mr. Henderson 
by the following mail via Marseilles and Southampton respectively. They have all been 
provided with Government passages. Lieutenant-Colonel A. Lucas, Assistant Commissary- 
tiener.il at Bombay, returned to bis duty by the Marseilles mail of the 19th of August, in 
accordance with the wish expressed in your telegram of the 9th ultimo. 

17. Letters have been received from the following gentlemen, containing various 
suggestions regarding the expedition. Copies are forwarded for your information:— 

Colonel MeMurdo to Mr. Romaine, with general suggestions ; 

Captain Cruttenden, I.N., ditto: 

Major Leveson, proposing to raise a native auxiliary force; 

Mr. Banister, as to a dromedary corps, and other matters; and, 

A printed pamphlet from Dr. Beke, on the commerce and politics of Abyssinia. 

18. 1 also transmit copies of letters from the under-mentioned gentlemen respecting 
inventions which, in their opinion, may be of use to the expeditionary force. In the event 
of your desiring to have any ol the articles supplied, you will communicate your wishes 
to me by telegraph : 

Messrs. Gray, Dawes, and Co., respecting a steam-bridge or ferry ; 

Vice-Admiral Coffin, as to a camp stove and cooking apparatus; 

Captain Bamber, R.N., respecting the plan of signalling by means of the magnesium 
light; 

Mr. Rae. regarding an army filtering water-cart; 

Messrs. Tylor and Sons, and Dr. Normandy, respecting distilling apparatus; and. 

Mr. Calvert, as to the use of carbolic acid as a disinfectant. 
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19. With reference to the means of filtering the water, it has been suggested to me 
that a simple method is, to provide each soldier with a small piece of alum, to carry in his 
pocket, in order that, by attaching it to a piece of string and allowing it to be passed to 
and fro in the water, a sediment may be formed, and the water above remain pure. The 
suggestion appears to be worth consideration, although it may probably be practised in 
India, and, if so, will be well known to you. 

I have, See. 

(Signed; STAFFORD H. NORTHCOTE. 

Inclosure 3 in No. 1030. 

Sir S. Northcote to the Governor in Council, Bombay. 

(No. 121.) 

Sir, India Office , September 30, 1867. 

1. IN continuation of my despatch dated the 16th of September, No. 119,1 proceed to 
communicate to you the various measures which have been adopted, since that date, in 
regard to the expedition which is about to be sent to Abyssinia. 

2. On the 20th of September your letter of the 24th of August, No. 63, was received; and 
it has been transmitted to the War Office, for the information of that Department and of the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. The strength of the force which it is proposed to 
send is, you state, under discussion with the Commander-in-chief. You will, no doubt, 
apprise me as soon as you have determined whether the propositions of his Excellency 
siiould be adopted. I am prepared to sanction the despatch of such a force as you may 
decide upon, after careful consideration in communication with Sir Robert Napier, and I 
have only now to observe that I concur generally in the view of your Government that the 
force of Europeans, und especially of European Cavulry, should be as small as is consistent 
with prudence. In considering this point, much weight is due to the opinion of the 
distinguished and experienced officer who has l»een selected for the command. 

3. With reference to the time at which the exjn*dition will start, you observe that, 
looking to the difficulty of boding transport animals and the quantity of supplies which 
have to he collected, it is not probublc that the force will he able to leave Bombay till 
toward the close of the year. 

4. While it is of the utmost importance that no avoidable delay should occur, in order 
that the operations may, if possible, he brought to a close before the commencement of the 
rainy season in Abyssinia, if is equally desirable that the force should be in all respects 
projKTly equipped for the service which it will have to perform. 

ft. The arrangements mode in this country for supplying you with the requisite 
amount of tonnage for the transport of the force have already been communicated to you ; 
and 1 trust that, with the vessels which you have been able to engage at Bombay, they 
will he found sufficient for the purpose. In connection with this subject. I have to 
acquaint you that three steam-launches will be sent out for facilitating the disembarkation 
of the troops. 

6. The list of stores despatched for the cxj>edition (which forms an inclosure to this 
despatch) will apprize you of the extent to which, up to this time, your requirements have 
been complied with. 

7. You were informed, in the second paragraph of my despatch of the iGth of 
September, of the arrangements which had been made to supply coal at Bombay and Aden. 
On the receipt of your letter dated the 24th of August, No. 61, inclosing a special indent for 
coal for the purpose's of the expedition, tenders were invited for the supply of the smithy 
coal and coke, which had not been previously obtuined. A further communication on this 
subject will be made to you hereafter. 

8. In reference to the cattle required for transport, you will have learnt, from 
the tenth paragraph of inv despatch No. 103, the measures which were being 
taken to supply mules from the countries bordering on the Mediterranean; and my 
telegram of the 24th of September will have apprized you that about 5,000 mules would 
probably be sent to Suez by the beginning of November. If you require more, 1 am 
desirous of being at once informed of the additional number to be obtained. The inclosed 
copies of two letters, dated September 18 and 25, 1867, which have been received from 
the War Olficc, will show the progress which has hitherto b en made in the collection of 
the mules; and you have been informed, by my telegrun of the 26 th instant, that about 
800 of these animals might be expected at Alexandria on the 13th of October, and that an 
average supply of 60 j**r week would be sent to Egypt from Italy, the first departure from 
Brindisi being on the 30th of September. 


9. As regards the point at which the force should land on its arrival at the scene of 
operations, it is desirable to avoid any risk of interference with the Egyptian garrison at 
Massowah ; but you will have learnt, by the inclosures to my despatch of the IGth instant, 
that permission has been obtained for the passage of the army through Egyptian territory ; 
and you w ill therefore be able, without risk of offence to the Government of that country, 
to make such arrangements for the landing of the troops as may seem most desirable from 
the nature of the ground of anchorage. 

10. I am glad to perceive that you do not anticipate difficulty in supplying the 
necessary reinforcements from Aden and India, in the event of its being requisite to furnish 
additional troops after the original force lias been despatched. 

11. You will see, by the inclosed copy of a letter from the War Office, dated the 
25th of September, that the three hospital ships which sailed about the 30th instant have 
not been provided either with ice or ice-mnking machines; and I have, therefore, to 
request that such measures as the Principal Medical Officer of the Expeditionary Force 
may deem necessary may he taken for insuring a supply of ice from Bombay or Aden, for 
the treatment of the sick on board those vessels. I trust, also, that such provision us is 
practicable hag been made to meet the requirements of the general body of troops with 
regard to this great luxury, which will, in the climate of the Red Sea, be almost essential 
to their comfort and health. 

12. With reference to your telegram dated the 17th of September, requesting that 
the 500 McGwire hammocks already under provision might be despatched overland to 
Suez, l have to acquaint you that they are packed, and will be forwarded thither by the 
earliest opportunity. 

13. Care has been taken to comply with the request contained in your further 
telegram of the same date, that the weight of packages to be carried on the hacks of the 
mules should not, if possible, exceed 80 lbs. The Snider ammunition is packed in boxes 
containing each 500 rounds, and weighing about 60 lbs, the dimensions of each box being 
16 by 8j by 7£ inches. 

14 With the view of increasing the efficiency of the mountain batteries, I have sanc¬ 
tioned the provision of 1,000 rounds of double shell, in accordance with a Report of the 
Ordnance Select Committee, of which I inclose a copy. 

15. 1 am in communication with Sir Roderick Murchison on the subject of the desi¬ 
rability of attaching two or three scientific gentlemen to the force, for the purpose of 
adding to our knowledge of the nature and resources of Abyssinia. With a similar view, 
a non-commissioned officer and six men of the Royal Engineers, who have been trained as 
photographers, will accompany the expedition, under the command of Lieutenant St. John 
(pending the instructions of the officer commanding the force as to their disposal), in order 
to photograph sketches and plans made by the staff officers of the army. 

16. In continuation of the papers which were forwarded to you with my despatch of 
the 16th September, 1 transmit copies of letters from the undermentioned persons, respecting 
plans or inventions which it has been suggested may be of service to the expedition. I have 
determined, at any rate lor the present, to take no steps respecting the laying down of a 
railway from the point of disembarkation:— 

Two letters from Sir John Me Neill, as to the construction of a railway. 

Letter and estimate ol Mr. Brnssey, as to the cost of such an undertaking. 

Letter from Mr. Browser, respecting a line of wooden rail. 

Letter from Mr. Curtis as to a railroad. 

Letter from Mr. Tucker on the same subject 

Letter from Messrs. Me Dougall, respecting the use of their disinfectant soap. 

Letter from Surgeon-Major Wvatt, respecting the use of an anti-scorbutic mixture 
prepared by Messrs. Savory and Moore. 

17. In reference to the telegram of the 18th of September from the Deputy Quarter¬ 
master-General of your army to the Military Secretary of this office, I have to acquaint 
you thatCaptain Moore has accepted the offer of the Commander-in-chief to attach him to the 
Intelligence Department of the Abyssinian force, and that a passage has been granted to 
him at the public expense. A communication on this subject was made to you by telegraph 
on the 24th instant. 

18. 1 forward a copy of correspondence which has passed with the Foreign Office 
with reference to the wish expressed by the Italian Government that two officers of the 
Italian army may be permitted to accompany the staff of the Abysriniau expedition. You 
will inform Sir Robert Napier that Her Majesty’s Government will be glad if it is in his 
power to show anv attention to these officers. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) STAFFORD H. NORTHCOTE. 
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Inc)osure 4 in No. 1030. 

Sir 8. Northcote to the Governor in Council, Bombay. 

(So. 131.) 

Sir, India Office, October 15. 1807. 

IN continuation of my despatch dated the 30th of September, No. 124,1 have now to 
communicate to you the further measures which have been adopted respecting the expedi¬ 
tion to Abyssinia. 

2. In consequence of a telegram which has been received from the agent of the 
Peninsular and Oriental Company at Aden, estimating the supply of coal which will be 
required by the Government from the dcpAt at Aden, up to the end of the present year, for 
the service of the overland troop-vessels and the Abyssinian transports, at not far short of 
30,000 tons, I have sanctioned the increase of the stock of coal at that place for Govern¬ 
ment purposes to that amount. 

3. A list of the transports which have been engaged in this country for the purposes 
of the expedition is inclosed, and 1 request that you will forward to me, for the informa¬ 
tion of the Admiralty, a similar list of those which have been taken up at Bombay. 

4. You will have learned from my telegram of the 8th instant that it is the wish of 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admirulty that the transports engaged by you on time 
charter should be numbered, in accordance with Article 220 of the Regulations for Her 
Majesty’s naval transport service, and that, to prevent confusion with those which have 
been hired in England or the Mediterranean the series should commence with the 
No. 50. 

5. A list of the stores dispatched up to the present time is forwarded in continuation 
and correction of those which have been previously transmitted to you; and 1 request that 
you will return them to me, as opportunity orters, with the date of the arrival of the stores 
filled in. Fitly blank forms were transmitted to you for this purpose by a preceding mail. 

0. In accordance with the wish expressed by you to In* informed of the arrangements 
for the dispatch of stores from this country, 1 communicated to you by telegram, on the 
30th of September, the intended transmission of 500 or 000 tons, consisting of one 
mountain battery, ammunition, forage, and some of the pack-saddles, from England on the 
12th of this month ; of the second battery, with equipment, by the u Scrapis," on the 16th ; 
and some 800 tons, composed of the remainder of the pack-saddles, forage, and the cooking- 
ranges, on the 25th ot October. The stores are ull consigned to Captain Willoughby, at 
Alexandria, lor transmission to Suez ; and, as it impossible in this country to take up 
transport for them from Suez to Aden, it will he necessary for you to fetch them from 
Suez. 

7. Some delay has occurred in the shipment of the first mountain battery, owing to 
the conduct of the owners of the vessel which was engaged for its transport, and she has 
sailed for Egypt with only a portion of the stores on board. One of the batteries, as you 
/»ave been Informed, is to Ik* conveyed by the “Serapis," by which vessel the two officers, 
Lieutenants Nolan and Chapman, Uoyal Artillery, and the ten non-commissioned otfieers 
appointed to do duty with the buttery, will proceed to Alexandria. The other battery and 
equipment will Ik* forwarded to Egypt as soon as the necessary arrangements for its trans¬ 
mission art* completed. 

8. With reference to your indent for 393 tons of compressed hay, in addition to the 
500 tons of forage which had been previously supplied, a question has been rai>ed whether 
the mules, which in tire East are fed on hurley, would thrive ou oats; audit apjieara 
desirable that the whole of the food should not be of too stimulating a nature. I have, 
therefore, sanctioned the provision of 200 tons of “ forage, that is, oats and clover, and 
the remainder of * mixture.' that is clover and hay. 

9. As regards your indeut fora Normandy's condenser, it will lie in your power, if 
you desire it, to obtain, tor the use of the Abyssinian expedition, one of those sent to 
Aden by the “Congress," in June last, which would, in that ease, be replaced from this 
country as soon as |>ossible. 

10. The demand contained in your letter of the 4th of September last. No. 67, for a 
supply of patent yeast, was dealt with in anticipation, on the receipt of your telegram of 
the 29th of August, and the result was communicated to you in the 13th paragraph of my 
despatch No. 107 of this year. 

11. Your indent for 1,400,000 rounds of Enfield rifle ammunition, dated Augugt 24, 
has not been comjdied with, since, as you were informed by me in my message of the 
7th instant, it has been determined to arm the European troops with Snider rifles; 1 there¬ 
fore assumed that you would not wish that the ammunition for Entield rifles should be 
•eat out. 
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12. In the 12th paragraph of my despatch of the 3rd of September last. No. 107, you were 
informed that a supply of 4,000 breach-loading Snider rifles would be sent for the infantry. 
The number actually under provision is slightly in excess of this amount, namely, 4,114. 

13. A copy of a letter from the Foreign Office, dated the 4th instant, with* its inclo- 
sures. is transmitted for your information, respecting the instructions given by the Ottoman 
Government to its officers in Bagdad, the Hedjaz, and Yemen, to facilitate the collection 
of beiists of burden for the use of the British force. You will perceive from these paper* 
that there appears to be a probability of a large number of mules or pack-horses being 
obtainable in Turkish Arabia and Persia. 

14. I also forward a copy of a letter from Messrs. Goodliffe and Smart, intimating 
that they would be able to obtain thoroughly scasoued and trained mules at the Cap® of 
Good Hope at the price of 12/. or 15/. each, provided that it lx* not known that they are 
required for Government purposes. In apprising you of this offer by telegram on the 7th 
iustant, 1 desired that, if you thought fit to do so, you would commuuicate direct with 
Messrs. Goodliffe, Smart and Searle at the Cape. 

15. On the 24th of September 1 telegraphed to you that about 5,000 mules might be 
expected to be at Suez by the beginning of November, and l asked whether this number 
would he sufficient. Not having received a reply from you, I renewed my inquiry on the 
3rd instant; but as yet I have had no answer on the subject. In the meantime, however, 
having heard from the Secretary of State for War that Colonel Kennedy, under whom the 
arrangements for I he collection of mules in Egypt are placed, bad reported that a communi¬ 
cation had been made by you to Captain Willoughby, desiring that 3,000 more mules 
mu lit he obtained by the 20th of November. 1 have requested Sir John Pakington to 
authorize Colonel Kennedy to extend his purcliases to 8,000. provided that the animals 
can be ready for embarkation at Suez within the specified time. As Colonel Kennedy is 
under the orders of the War Department, und is only employed in Egypt for a temporary 
pur|wjse, it is desirable that any instructions which you may find it necessary to give to the 
officers despatched to that country by your Government should not Ik* made to affect 
Colonel Kennedy’s proceedings. 

16. In the lltli paragraph of my despatch No. 107, you were apprised that 1,800 
sets of wheel harness would he forwarded from this country for the use of the expedi- 
tion. The number already shipped is 1,206 ; and, as this will provide three set* for 
each of the 400 Maltese carts, I have determined not to scud the remaining 594 sets of 
harness. 

17- The various letters noted in the margin,* respecting certain issues of clothing, 
arms, and accoutrements, which have been made by the Mar Office to detachments 
proceeding from this country, are forwarded for your information, as, should the articles 
be eventually taken to India, their value will become chargeable on the Indian revenue 

18. In continuation ot tlie paper* tiansuiitted to you with the 11th paragraph of my 
despatch dated the 16th of September, No. 119,1 forward a copy of a further letter from the 
Foreign Office, with its inclosures, res|»ecting the action of the Forte in granting facilities 
for ti»e passage of the expedition through Egyptian territory. 

19. I also transmit a copy of another letter from the’ Foreign Office, with melosures, 
on the subject of the use of the Syrian coast ibr the transmission of telegraphic messages 
from Suez to Bombay. 

*20. VS ith regard to the observations contained in the 7th paragraph of your letter, 
doled the 24th of August last. No. 63, respecting the point from which the expedition into 
Abyssinia would start, I forward a copy of a letter from the War Office, dated tlie 4th 
instant, containing observations on the subject by Lieutenant-Colonel Cooke, of the 
Topographical Dejiarfment. 

21. A further letter from the War Office, dated tlie 3rd instant, with its accompanying 
papers, a copy of which is transmitted to you. contains detailed statements of the medical 
and purveying establishments and stores placed on board the hospital ship*. The Secretary 
of State for War has been informed that the officers will all be brought ou the Indian 
Establishment from the date of their arrival at Aden. 

22. Your letter dated the 4th ol September, No. 68. requested that about thirty 
signallers might be sent out with suitable apparatus, for service with the Xbyssinian 
expedition. You have already been informed tliat measures were in progress for eo n. 
plying with this request; and on tlie 9th of October I appnzed you by telegram, m reply 
to your inquiry of the 3rd, that, besides poles and tents, one engineer subaltern and twelve 

• Letter* fr<>m War Office:—O<toher 3. 1867. to Koval F.i'jtineer#; October 4 1*67, ta«u« u, l(o al 
Engineer.; October 9. 1*67. i»«oe jo Colonel Kennedy: October 10, IK67, m»ue to Mountain flattery IJeiacii- 
tnent; October 11. 1867, u ue lo Koval Engineer*’. October 14, lb67. u»ue to ilonpit.il Corp*. 
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European signallers would be required from Bombay, with which assistance the material 
and establishment would be complete for laying down a line of 450 miles. 

23. The officer proposed as Superintendent of the Telegraph Department with the 
force, lieutenant St. John, Royal Engineers, will be directed to proceed to Egypt as soon 
as arrangements for the passage can be made, with the various detachments of Royal 
Engineers, the strength of which is not yet finally determined. 

24. He will also be acccompanied bv a party of about twenty-five men, under the 
direction of lieutenant A. Le Meuurier, Royal Engineers, who have been instructed in the 
mode of sinking Norton’s American tube wells, which appear likely to be of much service 
as a means of procuring fresh and pure water, and of which fifty will be forwarded. 
Copies of the Report by lieutenant Hurst, who conducted the experiments with these 
wells at Chatham, are transmitted for your information. 

25. I have also sanctioned the provision of three Bastier’s chain pum|»a, which are 
intended to raise water readily from rivers or wells already formed. 

26. On the receipt of your telegram of the 24th of September, asking for a supply of 
medical officers, to lie at the disposal of the Commander-in-chief of the expeditionary 
force. 1 communicated your wishes respecting the British troops to the Secretary of State 
for war, and directed all medical officers of the Bombay army who arc at home on sick 
leave or furlough to hold themselves in readiness to return to their duty in the event of 
their services being required. As soon as arrangements can be made for their passage, 
they will lie ordered to proceed to Suez, where they will await the instructions of 
Sir Robert Napier. 

27. With reference to the letters from Surgeon-Major Wyatt, a copy of which was 
transmitted with my despatch No 124, I forward a copy of a Memorandum which has 
been drawn up by the Army Medical Department, on the proposed use of essence of water¬ 
cress, in the form of nn anti-scorbutic. 

28. A copy of a letter from the War Office, dated the 2nd instant, with its inclosures, 
and of the reply thereto, dated the 1 Ith October, respecting a proposition by the Director 
of the Royal Engineer Establishment at Chatham, for the construction of a railway for the 
use of the force in Abyssinia, is forwarded to you. 

29. In reply to your message of the 5th instant, in connection with this subject, I 
telegraphed to you on the 10th to use your own discretion in the matter. 

30 A letter from General Chesney, dated the 30th of September, respecting a man 
named Seyd Ali, now residing at Alexandria, who is stated to be capable of rendering 
important service during the expedition, as well as willing to do so, is forwarded, for the 
information of Sir Robert Napier, in the event of his desiring to employ him as a 
guide. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) STAFFORD If. NORTHCOTE. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 1030. 

Sir S. Northcote to the Governor in Council, Bombay. 

(No. 133.) 

Sir, India Office , October 18, 1867. 

1 LEARN with much satisfaction from your telegram ot the 16th instant that a 
portion of the 1st brigade has already sailed for Auneslcy Bay, and that the remainder 
will probably follow on the 2nd November. 

2 I shall he glad to he informed as soon as possible when Sir R Napier proposes 
himself to join the expedition. When lie shall have done so, and is in immediate command 
of the force, it will be right that he should place himself in direct communication with Her 
Majccty'* Government in this country, addressing all reports of his proceedings to me, and 
forwarding copies of them to your Excellency and to the Government of ludia. All 
ordinary Rc|»ort* ami Returns connected with the troops under his command will, of course, 
be transmitted as usual to your Government. 

3. Sir Koljert Napier will, of course, ordinanly look to India for any supplies or 
reinforcements of which he may stand in need, anil your Excellency will no doubt take 
can* that his requisitions are promptly and efficiently met. Any special requisitions which 
he may find it desirable to make upon this country for munitions of war, Ac., will be 
readily complied with. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) STAFFORD H. NORTHCOTE. 



My Lord, 


Mr, Aston to Lord Stanley.—{Received October 21.) 


LOrU| O/l n , 

MANY year, ,ince I wrote to the ■■ Tin ,,’ Cre ‘ cenl ; October 19. 1867. 
the Desert ; since then the French have u.sed them in^tff® **“ tr "' 1 °' artc8,an wclU 


I k,,i; . .-- mem ill Africa. 


I have, Ac. 

(Signed) J. K. ASTON. 


No. 1033. 


Mr. Murray to Lord Clinton .♦ 


oir, 

■ •■stas Sirs 

to Abyssinia tne,r rc8 P cctl '‘-' armies to accompany the expedition 

be madeln^ldture. pro * x>,e * *» *«» a simi.ar answer to any similar application, that may 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


Major-Oeaer.l Pear, to Mr. Ejerton.—(Received October 21.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed bv the Sermrarv e i . °^ober 19, 1867. 

information of the Secretary of Statif for Foreiin/AffW^* ^° Un S** to frn iwniit, for the 
16th instant, reporWthJ ^rnTfrom V** ° f * dated the 

brigade of the A^ssi^ n t exp^U , |ouai 7 > force 0rU ^*^ ° f ** ** *"*■ of 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


(Telegraphic.) 

SAILED 


Inclosure in No. 1031. 

The Governor of Bombay to Sir 8. \orthcote . 


LED; first half of advanced brigade:_ 


October 16, 1867. 


Srd Wire Cavalry 
Mountain Train . 
Native Infantry . 
**PP*™ 

I ran*port Corpa 
ComniKMnat .. 
Follower* 


•• .. 

Horae* and Muir* ti - 
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A aimilar latter wu addraaawl to the War Office. 


t No. 1028. 
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No. 1034. 

Mr. Eger ton to Major-General 8ir E. Lugard. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 21, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, to be laid before Secretary Sir 
John Pakington, the accompanying copies of a despatch and its inclosures from Her 
Majesty's Charge d'Affaires at Madrid,* respecting the engagement of muleteers for the 
Abyssinian expedition. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1035. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. T. Plowden. 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 22, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to inform you that he has been in communication 
with the India Office upon the subject of your letter of the 14th instant, and that his 
Lordship sees no objection to the letter which you propose to address to the King of 
Abyssinia. 

I am, tc. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1036. 

Mr. Scarlett to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 2^.) 

(Private.) 

My dear Hammond. TV Rocks, (Jckjield, October 19, 1867. 

1 WROTE to my late Belgian colleague now residing at Florence tor any information 
he could give me about Abyssinia, where he passed two years, being employed there by 
his Government. 1 thii>k it possible that his reply to my inquiries may be interesting to 
Her Majesty’s Governmept.and I therefore venture to forward his remarks to you, together 
with a map he made of the country, which accompanied his letter to me. 

It is, however, quite likely that by this time all he says may have been forestalled 
from other sources of information. 

I have marked the part of Count Blondal van Cuelebroeck’s letter relating to the 
subject. 

Yours, &c. 

(Sigued) P. CAMPBELL SCARLETT. 


Inclosure in No. 1036. 

M. Cuelebrocck to Mr. Scarlett. 


(Extroit.) Itahe, Toscane, Borqo San Sepulcro , le 12 Octobre , 1867. 

MA1NTENANT j’arrive & l’objet principal de votre lettre—l'Abyssinie. II est vrai 
que j’y ai fait un long voyage, mais il y a vingt-cinq ans, et 1’ouvruge qu’4 la demande du 
Roi {lAqxild 1), j'avaia ^ent et beoucoup dc documents sont alles au fond de la Medi- 
terran<£e duns un naufnsge que je fis 1857. Voici cependant la photographe d’une de 
mes cartes qui, tout incomplete qu’dle soit, est cependant la meilleure, et ce n’est la seule, 
du plateau de 1’Amhorn. Le pointilM qui de Gondar va 4 Debra labor, a Madera^ 
u>anuin, 4 Corata, 4 Bagherdar Gh^orgis, 4 Dembetza, k Jewouche Kitdus Mikael, et au 
Nil (Abbaye) eu face du Goudcron et du Koutave, aiusi que le pointille qui repurt de 
Goodar vers I'ouest juaqu’4 Waldeba et Zavergne, route du Sennar, est mon itin^raire et 
peut inspirer toute contiance. 

Je uai plus la carte qui indiquait raa route de Massowah (Mer Rouge) par le 
T»ST®y, Adowa, Avum, le Semen jusqu’4 Gondar, mais il doit v en avoir une au dfy6t du 
Miuistre de la Guerre 4 Paris, que je crois tr£s exacte, laite par deux ofticiers d’Etat-Major 


No. 1029. 
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SSli Galinier et W ‘ Votre Gouve mement sans doute en aum demands 

llntelh^i^^e wlurde^'AbySnie^^r^ 1 ^ 11180 ' "n" co,I ^ ue ’ vous "rulra facile 
latitude, 4 la rncme altitude, 4 la memo distal^T 1™* >caucou P- 1,8 sont * ,w 
que la bande deserte qui borde la Mer Route est ni ne it d£h, *7° C< * 8CUle8 1 d '^ rence8 — 
a sur le plateau Africain une infinite de netiu miJrn.lt 1 tf l v d ° nC , 631,8 malad,e5j » ‘l«' d y 
partout une riante vegetation ■ mie I. n ^ 1 * krtiljsent la terre et dtVeloppcnt 

intelligence et une sensibility ineontrJahl * ?? P u8 8 ran( ^ ct que l’Abyssin a une 

les temp. ordinary ' 1 dui ! su,>er.eure 4 eelles de l’Indien; que dans 

et biere (forge griliyc).' urces eu viande, cn ce^ales, en boissons (hidromel 

de mil maifen^yrity je ne siis pa?T" mieuX * ce V e vou » attendez 
que le Commandant til votre ex^hinnT CnCCr ' ‘ mc ,!* r * lt hors de doute ‘I’ailleurs 
conoaissent le pays. ses^ T ''*'*"* Eur °P*™ W 
observations qui sc prysentent 4 mon esprit • ’ ° ,CI ce P endant et uu ,,asa,d qm-lques 

un 8I T’ 9 ^.IWnteUe edition, 

momentanftnent, unHiro* Zfc dw,” ne P t"‘ V 0 ™* 1 ' cn Abyssinie. mfrae 
Anglais; presqu ; hture la ““«*• «le IjOOO loldab 

qu’un embarras par la difficulty des transnortlTet^^^^-n 0 ( * U ’* J a “ ra P Ius ne 8om 
chef de reeourir a dcs ryquisitions fo«r ' - ° l des . rBVIla *Ueinents qni contraindront Ic 
probablement eeraient disposees 4 1 accueillir ? U * s,lsc,te !‘5J , \ t 1 ,n,rn,ti< $ de populations qui 
Fernand Cortez avait ou commo un allie. Si 

l’alliance des [?] Azt^ques sans lesnueU l ^‘r ?ut . Ron f <5 011 quTl cut pu obtenir 
la Nouvelle Espagne. ’ ‘ q . Empire Aztique no pouvait devenir 

Dan, 2 ce?a”' SW b F** * ««- Glances. 

qu’ytait 1 Europe apris la rnorJdc fad ^ ,emenl nu jourtlTiui ce 

Je corps expeditionnaire s*t < C ,a ^rrc sont partout; et si 

Chretiens d’Entiches, elle aura le choix de ,up ^ ,ut ,cs crojunces populaires de ces 

Cubic gouveniait le Tigrav et le nord Itn« av*v\ ^ end *nJ nion »yjour en Abysainie, 
Gocho et son fils Bourrofll God am au M r S° ndar » et Debra ™K>r, et 

alliance 4 des conditions fort acceptables. ” d J U ° ioUS tro,s m ’ ont 

» t n1’y P a p D okr^e n HaIlaye *. la T ntasne 

que des chevaux et des mules charges n’v passcnVmint" " f*!-!’ 0 " d ° 80 ra PI ,eler 
besufs, qui out cctte quality siieciale de so 'Jrv\r A f *' ° 8 I,ab,tant8 se «rvent de 
auxquels les c hevaux n atteinSnt ^ ^ ^ 

le talari ou couronne (fe Mm^TWrTse^u ?^le r” P01 ? 1 CMC ? t * eI ‘ C , (, , ,l . e f l ui a cours est 
Rouge. Mais il faut que I’agraffe qui’ soutient ?” e /' x P res8t ‘ a ? l ‘ , > lt ^ Trieste pour la Mer 
jwte au-dessous du bustc les lettres S F Un d ,? P 80,1 a cin< l I >0,nfs »j« crois, et 

valeur intrins4que, nVtait accept de mon ( l ui u UIle grande 
de .noins que le talari. 1 tCmpS <1Ue ddficdc »^nt et 4 19 ou 20 pour cent 

«*4 *- 'SSSiSStSir/v T—"» o.»„,«*. 

exploitees. 4 environ 15 lieues a riuterieur en face de 1!’ i “ t f ,u 1 tc ® < e,,cs ‘l ul SOMt 

de Massowah'. Ces lingots a Pepoquc de mon vJ ,a,C *! 4 m P ha,ow ( un l>eu au sud 
30 ou 40 le talari, mais leur v^^nte^iS de de 

qU ‘ Oembet^Go^ £ ^ 6OTtC 

s’emparer de ce, mines; car l'Abyssinie amartiend^ f*" da “ S C “ c . f,l,trtIe8 11 suffirait de 
territoire du inoins par scs produiU et sou^ommerce! 9111 apl,ar ‘ ,e,1<irn lcsel > si 110,1 parson 

d’Euro|ic qu’J ceux venamde U.itudCT’pl.l te^ * 81 ^" 111 m ' eU, ‘ 4 des sol<la,s vt,ul »t 

prisfabuleux, mais U TOtou^^^^J, t le cot,ime un animal k peu 

8. U Musi,I,nan Wanc uu’ou mZ, .. T e l ?i ll !* ur ’ ‘' u,il ,lt; l MU rrait y vivre 
un objet de hainc et de repulsion Si" CSt . I , ,our l ' A , b - VMin l ’en»cmi Daturel, 

transform de du tout au tout denuis vin d ' l’ublique du pays , le k > e st pas 

I expedition dans 1’esprit des habiLts on W 1 a,>8, . ne ." I'ournut nuire davantage i 
Voili, mon cher Mr 2 . V une c °-°I-rration Egyptienne. 

Si vous croyez quVlles peu^ “' valoir' I'i".° ,,s ? rvatio " s »e frappent en se moment. 

[73] ‘ ' D V * ,olr la P®"’ 11 J e vous autor.se volontiers 4 les commu- 

10 D 


1 







niquer a Lord Derby ou h Lord Stanley ; et commc je n*ai Hen k faire ici et que j’csp£re 
bien conserver tout mon loisir, je me mets compl&teraent k votrc disposition pour rdpondre 
de mon micux k toutes leg questions qu'il vous plairait de m’adresser sur un pays que j’ai eu 
mission d’^tudicr dans le but d’y cr^er un ItabuMement colonial. 

[Translation laid before Parliament by India Office.] 


No. 1037. 

Mr. Melvill to Mr. Rgerton.—(Received October 22.) 

(Confidential.) 

®' r » ... India Office, October 21, 1867. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir S. Northcote to acknowledge your letter of the 18th 
instant,* with inclosure to Mr. Rcade, authorizing him to convey to His Highness the 
Viceroy of Egypt the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for his offer to send a mission 
to Abyssinia to endeavour to obtain the release of the European captives detained by King 
1 heodore, and to express the satisfaction with which Her Majesty’s Government avail 
themselves of his offer; and am to inform you in reply that Sir S. Northcote cordially 
participates in the hope entertained by Lord Stanley that hostilities may yet be averted by 
the mission in question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


No. 1038. 

Mr. Rgerton to Mr. Melvill. 

S,r> i ah r * i i r i o , . Foreign Office, October 22, 1867. 

* ». A1 directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a letter 

from Mr. L. II. Walker, British Vice-Consul nt Tripoli,f who is now on leave in this 
country, ‘‘faring to give nil the information in his power respecting the approaches to the 
interior of Abyssinia; and 1 am to request that you will state to Sir Stafford Northcote 
that in case he should wish to communicate with' Mr. Walker, Lord Stanley will instruct 
that officer to call at the India Office. 


(Signed) 


I am, &c. 


C. EGERTON. 


No. 103‘J. 

Mr. Rgerton to Mr. Aston. 

Slf ’ T A ii j* . , , r .c» t , Foreign Office , October 22, 1867. 

1AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th 
instant,, recommending that the expedition to Abyssinia should lie accompanied by a staff 
of artesian well-borers. ' J 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1040. 

(No 26 ) Smalluood t0 Lord Stanley.—(Received October 23.) 

M) YhWf al i . , Bastia, October 16, 1867. 

. t . F p • h nffi ,10 ”° ur l , ° acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Murray’s despatch No. 8, 
dated Foreign Office, October 10,§ informing me that your Lordship communicated with 

™ St f e f0r War ’ re,ative lo lhe offer of mule, made by a 

resident of Bastia, and I have the honour to report to your Lordship that I have adviUd 


• No. 1024. 


t No. 1021. 


t No. 1042* 


§ No. 985. 
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required^ 3 shall that offer ’ “ thal if on y ^Hher mules should be 

I have, Sic. 

_ (Si B n * d > EDWARD SMALLWOOD. 


No. 1041. 

(No. 4 ) ® ,an % lo Mr. Rumbold. 

Sir, . 

isssir- —- “ 

I am, &c. 

__ (Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1042. 

Lord Stanley to the Marquis d'Azeglio. 

was so good as to communicate to him. P** y 8 note which the Marquis d Azcglio 


No. 1043. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewelher to Lord Stanley.-{Received October 25 ) 

My Lord, v 

w ”* w- -'srrsL. , h . 

.i« fsx?£ ftr,r “ ~.«. 

The presents sent for Her Ma&^v the lh ® route from place. 

England in July last, viA Southampton' Your I onhdV *1™° M . cne,ek werc forwarded to 
return presents'to the Prince, but £ I co^fiS^vour^ Lnrdah ment,0 [\ anything about 
messenger to return empty-handed, affer havimr hrm.-if not w, sh the 

a few suitable articles of English manufacture tn PK»ents with him, I have caused 
November, which were then JLrfMfaTfijcft Th*!™ TinZh** ^ 'f 

messenger who they were originally meant for A list of ih„ It .!“ not , kn, ' w " *° the 
submitted hereafter. ' • A list of the articles chosen will be 

I trust the above will meet with your Lordship's approval. 

I have, &c. 

_(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 1044. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewelher to SirS.JWtkcote.-^Comniunicated by India Office. 

Sir, ^ Ain 

I HAVE the honour to forward copy of my latest dea^h tHr ° M ?. ?’J 867 ‘ 
relating to Abyssinian affairs. 15 y ,attSt ***** to Government of Bombay, 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


# Na 100 °- f No. 747. 


12 *■ 
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Inclosure in No. 1044. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Secretary to Government, Poonah. 

Sir, Anneeley Boy, October 9, 1867. 

JUST as I had closed my despatch of to-day to the Secretary to Government, 
Military Department, and the steamer *'Coromandel ” was about to leave, messengers 
arrived with letters from Magdala up to the 7th September, and from Debra Tabor to the 
13th August. 

2. Mr. Rassarn writes from the former that they were all well, notwithstanding that 
fever of a typhoid nature was carrying oft’ daily some of the native dwellers on the 
mountains. They were sorely pressed for money, owing to the sums sent up to them not 
having reached; 2,000 dollars were despatched on the 14th July, but the bearers remained 
at Adown for some time, fearing to go further, and I regret to say that the messengers just 
arrived report them in Tigre still. Other dollars were dispatched by M. Munzinger in 
August by trustworthy people, which 1 hope may reach. Another thousand will besentbv 
these returning messengers. 

3. Mr. Kapsam says further, u We are afraid that Magdala will be besieged by the 
Wollo Gallas in a day or two, as a party from this garrison made a night attack on a 
village about twenty miles distance hence, killed its Chief with a great number of followers, 
and carried away tin* rest of the inhabitants captives, with all their cattle and horses. The 
reason this attack was made was because one of the officers in charge of the Royal 
Treasury and the A fa Ncgoos (mouth of the King through whom he speaks when deciding 
any case) decamped the day leforc yesterday, and went and took refuge in the village above 
alluded to. The Magdala party suffered very severely on their return, because they were 
foolish enough to burn three houses of the village, which roused the neighbourhood 
around and hundreds of horsemen hurried to the rescue of their countrymen, hut they 
could render very little assistance, though they killed and wounded a great number of the 
enemy.” 

4. Dr. Blanc, after mentioning the above, writes: ** We expect that this aggression 
will rouse the Queen of the Dallas to action. I hope so ; as, though we may suffer from 
it, if it keeps oft' the King we do not mind a little roughing. Wc hear Gobaze is 
marching; should he come near here or go to Begemeder wc are safe, and as you must 
come soon it will be a case of coming out soon w ith flying colours.” 

5. Mr. Find writes: M Wo are going on here in the same manner as before, except 
that we have much sickness, and every day from forty to fifty cases of deaths, most owing 
to poverty, starvation, and dysentery. His Majesty enjoys good health now and is in 
excellent spirits: he is progressing in subduing his rebellious peasants and deserted soldiers 
by the sword and by the fire. There is no doubt if he will go on in this manner 
scarcely a man or tertinlc will be left alive. A beautiful island in the Tsana Lake, 
Matmsks, was lately burnt with its inhabitants; the peasants of both sexes, aged, grey- 
bearded people, and little children,were,in vast numbers, burnt: all the villages about arc 
heaps ot ashes and the churches broken down. Inside the hedge which surrounds the 
camp here llis Majesty reigns, outside his name is not known; peasants hiding themselves 
in caverns and deserted soldiers come near to the fence every night, crying out the hardest 
truths, which are called insults here. At present, great preparations are being made for 
battle w ith one ot his chief rebels, most likely with that of Sustu : then, he says, it shall be 
decided whether he shall reign again or whether Gcd will give it to another one. The 
Europeans here believe that after a month and a-half His Majesty will march towards 
Mngdalu. Messrs. Schiller, Esllcr, aud Makercr he released of their hand-ch..ins ; on their 
legs they are still chained together. In their prison they have to make stone bullets for 
his mortars and cannons; Messrs. Staiger and Brandeis are still chained hand and foot. For 
the bullets the first three had made he gave them some measures of grain. Towards me, 
for the most part, he leaves me alone. 1 was told that some days ago, on an occasion 
when he saw Air. Rassam’s sword, he said to the keeper of his Treasury’ keep it well and 
take care of everything that belongs to Mr. Kus>ant: I have nothing, no quarrel with him; 
I imprisoned him only because I had listened to instigators. I shall bring him together with 
them, aud set him at liberty. It cannot go on in this way much longer, some change must 
come. That is what every one says, even His Majesty. The opinion of the European 
workmen here is. that as soon as llis Majesty will, alter the rainy season, meet with 
Mr. Rassam, he will send an answer to Her Majesty V. letter. Mr. Bardel thinks he will 
be the bearer of it. I ho|»c before this will happen something will be decided <*ithcr here 
or down at the Court. He has plenty of men to govern still for a long time in these bis 
devastations as long as he has only to do with the helpless j'casant^, but if once will 



***» p-rt-p. how ou« » e affaire and ,o * 

^ mV. i 

I have, &c. 


W. L. MEREWETHER 


No. 1045. 

W 10 M Sanity—(Received Ocober 25 ) 

My Lord, 9 

HAVING seen in the public journals that u n* t October 

treating for the supply of mules fnr rt .. .^ er Majesty’s Government 

I have, &a 

(Signed) CHARLES 


No. 1046. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Merivale . 


directed bv the 8ecrctarv of r „ r . UTnf J n 'Wee, Oct 
donation of Secretary Sir Staffo^K "J‘ OPB, K 11 A,rair « to trai 
h which has been fmm He! the 

mule, for the ^ Tri ^ 

/c J aD1 > &0* 


N. C. EGERTON 


No. 1047. 

Egerton.—(Received October 25.) 

£m s ,ant.f r^peotiSe^omt E H’ wf/L 

sent on leave in this country), to afford inf a K cr » 
" Of Abyssinia, I am directed by Sir s\orth“ 

f h’o. 1038. 
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request that Mr. Walker may be instructed to call at this office, at his convenience, to 
give any information that may be in his power. 

I am, Ire. 

(Signed) H. COSMO MELVILL. 


No. 1048. 

Major-General Peart to Mr. Egerton.—(Received October 25.) 

India Office, October 24, 1867. 

MAJOR-GENERAL PEARS presents his compliments to Mr. Egerton, and, in 
reply to his note of the 22nd instant, returns the letter from Her Majesty's Chargd 
d’Afl’aircs at Berne, dated the 3rd October, respecting a native of Abyssinia. 


No. 1049. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Egerton.—(Received October 26.) 

Sir, India Office , October 25, 1867. 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 21st insant, and to acquaint you in reply that he concurs in 
the propriety of returning to any application which may be made by foreign Governments 
for permission to officers of their armies to accompany the Abyssinian exj>edition, an 
answer similar to that addressed to the Representatives of the Italian, Belgian, and 
Netherlands Governments on the 19th instant.* 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 1050. 

Lord Stanley to Lieutenant-Colonel Meretrether. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 26, 1867- 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 28th ultimo, reporting that you had forwarded 
to Prince Mecelek the letter which 1 addressed to hitu on the 19th of August, together 
with certain presents selected from those intended for King Theodore ; and 1 have to state 
to you that 1 approve your proceedings in this matter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1051. 

Mr. Murray to Vice-Consul Walker. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 26, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to state to you that, having c ommunicated to the 
Secretary of State for India the offer made in vour letter of the 17th instant,f to give infor¬ 
mation respecting the approaches to Abyssinia, his Lordship has been requested by Sir S. 
Northcote to ask you to call at the India Office. 

You will do so therefore at your earliest convenience. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


• No. 1028. 


t No. 1021. 
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No. 1052. 

(Confidential) ‘° " r MeUU ‘ 

Sir, 

2r--o38aw£5 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1053. 

Sir S. Baker to Lord Stanley—(Received October 29.) 
immediate release of the European captives whnw r W0U mo . st probably, effect the 

ter* - "-was 

b-e mouCn chain—Lm^'N? “ ,° f A , b ^ inia > at ^ -tern 

territory. This man is ™ Wend ofT ^ b ' "?’? Ki "« OVer • 

intiuence. ~ personal tnend of Theodore, with whom he has much 

medium of C ommuniraUon°with >I the NI Ki n g" 0 ™ Abmlni 1,r ° P ° 8e ,‘ hat he * ,lou,d l>e 'he 
programme:— ^ f Abyssinia, according to the following 

mjLSulf? f f° m i , the Quwn - ° l “>' dd Borland 

Souakim. 7 f ‘• 00 ° men dlrect to Alexandria, to embark at Suez for 

Nile waterf&c P , awaitingThe force h at 1 'sura req V? 8tcd to have » learner with a supply of 
the Governor of Souakim to hold 3,000 camels ^rit’h fodde''“ fc d “" d ,ln . nK ' disle or < le ''» to 
force eouW start the day after disembarkation h '* ’ * ’ “ read,oe “' 8 » that the 

with orders to t^Gove^rf a m “* cn * er to Caasala 

supplies, that the force might proceed without delay 4 i,U, “ ber uf ca,ucl “' »«‘h 

direel ro^T from “clat llll^re^'h ?" ; ' fordable )• « march of five days, in . 

Abyssinia; thus, in twenty days* march through afifonV ,u ' a,, ; ( l ua, : tm ’ Mtti Gl *bba, in 
would reach Mek NimmJ from Souakim. A present o^2«)ol7 TV* , K “ V ° y ^ escort 

would quickly sTc^d^n^prMori^'the 1 reuLTof^ “ ,at bi * h | fluen«‘^welTdi^^ 
critical ^on^ajaim in ~^ 

a,,d his ^ -37 KTSftSW: 

- SxTVrt" stx* - -w 

». form an impS,‘Si« *£ “’’“'S'' “t "™ 

4,000 Tower muskets and ammunition should be tak^t theftShEn ‘ ,r 

used in organizing a rebel force or otherwise ™ Wr,tu “ hnv °V «*h®* to be 

and a few well-selected officers miijht accoimlanv miglt , render necessary : 

any rebel forces that might be raised * V 1 * cx P ec ^ ltl on to take the command of 

perfertfy successsfuTw^thin'tffew' week s^from 2 T"^ ~ U cond “^. he 
independent of the milit^y ‘ ! Tf “ l *> uakl ™ ; 11 "ould he perfectly 

■*“w - — s 
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together with the failure of supplies in a country devastated by civil wars, will be severely 
felt by the large force that will act from the coast of the Red Sea. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) SAM W. BAKER. 


No. 1054. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Melvill. 

8,r t Foreign Office, October 29, 1867. 

I AM directed bv Lord Stanley to transmit to you, for the consideration of the 
Secretary of State for India, a copy of a letter from Sir Samuel Baker,* suggesting that a 
supplementary expedition should be despatched vi& Souakim to Abyssinia, with the view 
of obtaining the release of the British captives through the agency of a powerful Abyssinian 
Chief, named Mek Nimmur. 

Sir Samuel Baker has been informed, in reply, that his letter has been referred to 
Sir Stafford Northcote for his consideration. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed! E. C. EGERTON 


No. 1055. 

Mr. Egerton to Sir 8. Baker. 

g, r> Foreign Office , October 29, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your 
letter of the 27th instant, suggesting that a supplementary expedition should be despatched 
vifi Souakim to Abyssinia, with the view of obtaining; the release of the British captives 
through the agency of an Abyssinian Chief, named Mek Niinmur, and 1 aiu to inform yon, 
in reply, that as the management of the proposed expedition rests entirely with the India 
Office, your letter has been referred to that Department for their consideration and 
decision. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1056. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Melvill 

gj r| Foreign Office , October 29, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Lord Star.lcy to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a 
memorandum which was left in his Lordship’s hands by the Italian Minister at this Court, 
tendering the good offices of his Government with certain Italian missionaries who appear 
to be in favour with King Theodore, for the purpose of obtaining, through their influence, 
the release of the Abyssinian prisoners. 

I am to request that, in laying this letter before the Secretary of State for India, you 
will move him to favour Lord Stanley with bis opinion as to what answer should be 
returned to the Italian Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1057. 

Mr. Du/mis to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 30.) 

My Lord, 1, Alma Terrace, Clap ham Road, October 28, 1867. 

WITH reference to military requirements for the expedition to Abyssinia, 1 beg to 
offer an opinion to your Lordship that by far the best market for mules would be found in 
Morocco, in preference to Spain. Not only do 1 believe tl.af in the former country they 
may be obtained at a rate considerably lower, but from experience of both I claim to 
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know that, through better training, the mule of Morocco is the more tractable and the 
more enduring of the two; besides, that with his lawful burthen of two cuntars, Barbary 
weight (about 2} cwts.), he is capable of tiring out horses on a long journey. These 
qualities and the happier disposition of the animal would be appreciated by an army, and 
tend to relieve or preserve from accidents men unaccustomed to the propensities of the 
mule, especially such as are commonly vicious from bad training or ill-treatment. 

The best places to purchase these animals are at the towns south of Rabat. If time 
were allowed they could be obtained from the cities of Morocco and Tnrudant at a much 
cheaper rate, perhaps not exceeding 15 dollars average for a serviceable cargo. 

I purchased and shipped such a cargo at Mogadorc in former times for American 
Government account. By favour of the Emperor, through personal solicitation, they were 
exempt from export duty, and the same advantage, under existing circumstances, it is 
probable would follow a projier application on behalf of our Government. 1 venture, in 
conclusion, to say that I believe the requirements of mules for this expedition cannot be 
met from Spain except at an enormous cost, if at all. And for barley and wheat 
(which, in the war, I shipped to the Peninsula for the British Government) I believe also 
that Morocco offers the cheapest market. 

As a further hint I mention that an army in these climates has been supported for 
months uj>on dates. They are packed in goat skins. 

I hnve, &c. 

(Signed) J. DUPUIS. 


No. 1058. 

Vice-Consul Walker to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 30.) 

My Lord, ^ Netrfon Bank, near Chester, October 29, 1867. 

1 H AVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that in obedience to instructions 
received in Mr. Murray’s despatch of the 26th ultimo,* 1 called yesterday on Sir Stafford 
Northcote, and gave him the information that lay in my power relative to the Abyssinian 
expedition. 

I have the honour to inclose herewith (under flying seal) a letter to Sir Stafford 
Northcote, requesting to be sent out with the Abyssianian expedition, which, if it meets 
with your Lordships approval, I should feel obliged by your allowing it to be forwarded. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) E. H. WALKER. 


Inclosure in No. 1058. . 

Vice-Consul Walker to Sir S. Northcote. 

Sir, Neirton Bank, near Chester, October 29, 1667. 

I BEG to offer my services to accompany the Abyssinian expedition, feeling 
assured, from my knowledge of the smbonnl anil frontier of that country, and ulso from 
my personal acquaintance with the Naib of Arkerkoo, who is chief of nuiny of the 
tribes on the frontier, tliat I could lx* of some service to the expedition. 

I am conversant with French and Italian, and have a colloquial knowledge of 
Arabic. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. U. WALKER. 


No. 1059. 

Lord Stanley to the Marquis (TAzeglio. 

M. le Marquis, Foreign Office, October 30, 1867. 

Will! reference to my letter of the 23rd instant, I have now the honour to inform 
you that I have communicated to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India tlie despatch 
which you did me the favour to place in my hands, tendering the good offices of vour 
Government with certain Italian missionaries, who appear to be in favour with King 
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Theodore, for the purpose of aiding Her Majesty’s Government, through their assistance, 
to obtain the release of the Abyssinian captives; and as soon as I receive a reply, I shall 
do myself the honour of again communicating with you on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1060. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Wollanton. 

Foreign Office* October 30, 1867. 

MR. MURRAY presents his compliments to Mr. Wollaston, and begs to inclose the 
printed copies of correspondence upon Abyssinia which he is desirous of obtaining. 

Mr. Murray at the same time regrets that there is no trace in this Office of the map 
therein alluded to. 


No. 1061. 

Major-General Peart to Mr. Eger ton.—(Received October 31.) 

Sir, India Office, October 29, 1867, 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 25th instant, and to acquaint you in reply that a copy of the 
letter from M. Baldini has been forwarded for the information of the Secretary of State for 
War, in case for a further demand for pack-animals being received; but that, at present, 
measures have been taken to meet all the requisitions for mules which have been made by 
the Bombay Government on account of the Abyssinian expedition. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 1062. 

Mr. Merit ale to Mr. Egerton.—(Received October 31.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office , October 30, 1867. 

I AM directed by Sir S. Northcote to acknowledge your letter of the 26th instant,* 
with inclosures from Mr. Scarlett and the Baron Yon Cuelebroeck, formerly Belgian 
Secretary of Legation in Egypt, and I am to request that you will convey to Lord Stanley 
Sir S. Northcote's thanks for the communication in question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


No. 1063. 

Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 31.) 

My Lord, Bekeeboume , October 30, 1867. 

ON the 25th of September I had the pleasure of forwarding to the India Office, for 
the use of the Abyssinian expedition, in compliance with the request of the Right 
Honourable the Secretary of State for India in Council, a few copies of a pamphlet, 
printed (hut not published), in 1861, being “Letters to the Foreign Office and to the 
Board of Trade respecting the Commerce and Politics of Abyssinia, and other parts of 
Eastern Africa.” 

At that time, being from home, I was not aware of the existence of more than a few 
copies of my said pamphlet; but having just discovered seveia) others, I have thought 1 could 
not do better than forward some of them to your Lordship’s Department, to be made such 
use of as you may think fit. This, 1 now beg leave to inform you, 1 have done, in a 
rail way-parcel to your Lordship's address. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) | CHARLES BEKE. 
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No. 1064. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to r„™„,.,i . Furn ^ October 31, 1867. 
Swretary of State for India, « IcUct addreTcd In V°"’ aI ‘a* con8i<lcri ‘ tio » of the 
Office, by Mr. Walker, the British Vice-Co^Ut Tr throu ? h ti,is 
country, m which he offers to proceed to A h. • •' 1 T ' who ,s now on leave in this 
to you. that if Sir Stafford nKS ho^ l 'i'h r the ' a " d ' «n to state 

services, Lord Stanley will grant him leave to nlU” /T' 1 re "’■' lker ' s offer of hi, 
for the purpose; but his Lordshin in n„ . l hlmse,f fro ® his post at Tripoli 

application. * no wa ^ wishes to recommend Mr. Walker’s 

*ppy of a letter wide!, 1 n" S . taff “ r<1 Northcotea information, a 

Consul at Tangier, containing information with respecTtT^U 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed; E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 10G5. 

Mr. Brampton to Lord Stan>ry.-(R, C ci,ed October 31.) 

My Lord, .. 

. HAVING written to your Lordshin Plun } gtead ^ &**. October ,30, 1867. 

sation for services rendered in the expedition ai, C ca8 . K, . n ® r f cent, 3 r » ^’ecting cornpcn- 

fbr thrL° ffiCe8 ° f { u e “ I>a,, * Mal1 Gazette,’ on NovenfcT’i 866^ ? ® mith ftnd 

lor three years either to serve the time or be mudfor ti J ~ ,’, entenn « ,ntw a contract 

that tour Lordship will institute inmiin^ * ■ Htit period, I most earnestly request 

.11 health, owing , P the e^m on aTd having° 1^* ^ suffering C 

arnval. your Uirdship will order that my p^ye/m^be W ^ 

I bog, &o. 

(Signed) JOHN BRAMPTON. 


Minute. 

Remind him of the terms of his engagement. 

J. M. 


No. 1066. 

Consul Sir R. Dal,ell to Lord Stanley.-(Received November I.) 

My Lord, 

REFERRING to mv despatch nf th* 10*1 a . .. w *ddin, October 23, 1867 
copy of a letter which has just reached me from* 1 T U t " n ° ,{ 1 l,ave the honour to indose 

COUS Sh r ol e , d „?‘ IS k , m 4 inS i “ s “> Aby^rof anvte ' n — y ° Ur 

M. I-ejean, such information wou!7 pr!!baMy b^b^tXudT d^"^" U8 ’ recom "' cnt led by 
to the British Consulate at SaIoni«». P * b " t ° btalne ‘ 11, >’ telegraphing from London 

information from him be likely^t^be of "use* t!" 'jT’ but 5bou,d an y further general 
the “ Revue des Deu, MondeV^ml ’ W ° U ' d 1)6 *“ ‘he office of 

s&SSSSrr? sarastsa 
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interest ; M. Lejean having made the journey from the interior to Massowah, and being 
able to give them rough sketches of the routes, notes of distances, &c. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. A. O. DALY ELL. 


Minutes. 

India Office. 

E. C. E. 

8. 


But I doubt whether this man would not be a spy. 


Inclosure in No. 1066. 

M. Lejean to Consul Sir R. Dalyell. 

Cher Monsieur, PWWis, U 8 Octobre, 1867. 

J’AI rccu h Sophia votre aimable lettre, a laquellc je diflerais de repondre, nayant pas 
de mourn tie correspondre directemcnt avec Tirnova. Je vous remercie vivement de 
1‘extrait de journal que vous nr'avez envoys, et oil raon livre sur 1’Abyssinie est juge avec 
tant de courtoisie. Ccci me sert de transaction pour vous communiqucr quelques idees 
que vous jugerez peut-ltre digues de l’attention de votre Ambassadc. 

Je vote, par divers extraits des journaux Anglais, que 1'expldition d’Abyssime 
continue h prloocuper l'opinion, et se prepare trfcs serieuseraent. Les discussions de vos 
journaux accusent sur certains points une ignorance inquietante : n’a-t-on pas ete jusqu & 
dire que l'Abyssinie a le climat de Sierra Leone! e’est au contraire un dimat tempore, 
nlutot froid que ehaud, et le plus salubre que j’ai jamais vu. Parmi les approvisionncmenU 
obliges, il y a deux articles important!: les moyens de transport et Ics vivres, en d’autres 
ternics, les mules et le bitail. Je vois, pour 1c premier article, que vous faites de grands 
achats cn Syrie et ailleurs, inais je crois que cela no vous dispensera pas de recounr a 
l'Abyssinie inOmc, quand ee ne serait que ]>our remplacer les animaux que vous perdrez 
infaillihlemcnt dans le trajet et surtout dans les premiers jours de 1’acclimatement. Si 
l'Abyssinie est salubre, la plage de Mas sow ah, oil n&essairemeht Urmde devra passer de 
dix h quinze jours, est fort redoutable. Quant aux Wtes de boucherie, il serait absurde den 
faire veuir soil de I’Inde soit de 1’Egypte, qui en manque depuis l’epizootie de 1862 ou 1863, 
et qui les vendrait nussi cher qu’en Europe: mais on a la ressource den acheter des 
trihus autour de Mussowah. Ces tribus sout Musulmanes, et font des affaires avec 
1‘Egvpte ; el les savent le prix du betail et vendront cn consequence. D’autre part il y a les 
Chohos Hazarta ct Toroa, aux j>ortes de Massowah, qui ont aussi de betail ; mais lls ne 
sont que fermiers des Abvssins du pavs do T/.anadegle, et ils ne voudnuent pas vendre 
sans le consentement des' vrais proprie'taircs, parce qu’ils savent qu’ils seraient chatils 

apr£s le depart de l'urmle Anglaise. . 

Le plus sfir est done, je crois, d'envoyer un agent ou des agents dans les districts du 
Tigrl, <}ui sont il present independants de Thlodore (Okoule Gouzag, Tzanadegle, 
Hamuzlne, Ashahi), tous voisins do Massowah, pour faire des achats de hceufs et de mules, 
qu’on dirigerait sur les p&turages d’Aylat (huit heures de Massowah). oil Ton aurait un dep6t 
provisoire. En 186*4, lore de mon depart dc ce pays, les pris moyens etaient ceci: mule de 
charge, 10 talaris (52 fruncs); vache grasse de boucherie, 4 talaris (21 francs); vache maigre, 
2J talaris ; moutons, ti & 8 pour un talaris. Je ne crois pas qu’au Tigrl la guerre ait 
sensihlement fait monter le prix de ces animaux. . 

Si cette idee dtait agrlie, j'aurais ii vous proposer un homme trls stir, quej’ai mon 
service depuis deux ans. C'cst un Grec de Nauplie, qui m’a accompagne dans 1'Inde; il 
parlo Turc, Arabe, Italien, Himloustani. apprendrait 1'Abvssin cn quelques jours, est surtout 
dhine honntitete rare. Une fois convenu d’un droit fixe de commission sur les achats 
qu'il ferait, il ne vous surferait pas d’un para: je le garantis pour ccla, et ce serait fort rare 
chez les agents que vous pourriez employer. Etant de religion Grecque, il inspirefait aux 
Abyssins une contiance qu’un autre ue trouverait pas chez cux, et rendrait ainsi mille 
petits services de details. surtout prtis des choum (petits chefs de district). Il serait bien 
plus stir h employer que les Abvssins Aleves en Europe, comme Maderakal, Beurro, 
Mircha, Samuel, et autres; espdee sur Jaquelle M. Ch. Beke peut vousldifier sutfisamment. 

Mon motif en vous prorx>6ant cet homme, qui est en ce moment h mon service, est de 
foumir il un serviteur dont je suis tres satisfait un moyen de gagner un peu plus que les 
modcstes honoraires qu’il peut trouver pr& de moi, en mtime temps que de donner & 
1’expedition un agent utile et dont I'intelligence, la moiaMtl, et le dlvouement courageux 


Mpitame dc port dan* une dS^lleg dTd2&‘ "! 0rt dernier,je croi., 

Ambassade, veuillex it re anez bon nour * proposition parait agrder il votre 

France & Salonique. Quant a moi adre88 ^ e ,u Consulat de 

ment ftabli, et je pouaserai vivement l, cra^ire de V d^nitive- 

feoilles), dont j’espire pouvoir offrir k votre Foreign oIkST* 1 ’" 1 * d Ab 7 8,m,e (qualorxe 
pin. lmmddiatement utiles, eelles qui vont de 

Veuillez, 8tc. 

__ (Signl) G. LEJEAN. 


No. 1067. • 

Mr. Rgerton to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, 

- **' ft'sex; 

ssr 11 ' ■*- -a jssras* 

I am, &c. 

_ (Sw™* 1 ) E. C. EQERTON. 


No. 1068. 

Mr. Egerton to Consul Lever. 

Sir, 

IN reply to your despatch of the I5th ..in™ ; f'T'V* November 1, 1867. 

letter from Mr. Baldini, in which he pronJLi S T u' ng w C0|>y and trtt,, «>ation of a 
mules for the use of the Abyssinian*exaction ‘*1 with 

you to acquaint Mr. Baldiui tliat lk-r Ma^i r * hy , L ° rd Sta " ll ‘y to '"“"-uct 
sufficient supply of mules for the expedition' y Governmcnt hove alr ““Iy i>rocurcd a 

I am, &c. 

_ (Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1069. 

(Confidential.) ^ M ' ri ‘ ,ale to Mr - Bgtrlon.-(R e cnv,d November 2.) 

Sir ’ 

I AM directed bv Sir S North rote in ..u . Indm Qfi ce i November 1, 1867. 

with inclosure from Sir S. Bakir res.weti^e a Trm^ e f ter ° f ,hc 2 ' Jth ul,i “'o. 
Abyss,nia to insure the liberation of the Euro^n cinti^ln ' u PP le “ ent ? , y. e *pe<Bti on to 
and I am, m reply, to forward to you for tlie inf,,™.! r ‘he hands of king Theodore; 
which has been addressed by Sir S. Nor.hcote's ord“ Sh a'lLkcr 117 ' "** ° f * letter 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVAUS. 


Inclosure in No. 1069. 

^Confidential.) Ur ' McrivaU to Sir 8. Baker. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of si a■ October 31, 1867. 

10 G 




action which might, in any way inUrfere with the fall power* which hare been intrusted 
Si, R. Napier, u Commander-in-chief of the AbywinumexpediUonary force. 

(Signed) * m ’ HERMAN MERTVALE. 


No. 1070. 

Lord Clinton to Mr. Egerton.—(Received November 2.) 

(Confidential.) office, November 2, 1867. 

I AJd directed to acknowledge your letter of the 31st October/ with inclosure from 
Mr. E. H. Walker, and in reply thereto, to forward copy of the answer which Sir 
S. Northoote has caused to be addressed to that gentleman. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 


Inclosure in No. 1070. 

Lord Clinton to Vice-Consul Walker. 

(Confidential.) /„ dia Office, November 2, 1667. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir S. Northcote to acknowledge your letter of the 29th 
October, offering to proceed with the expedition to Abyssinia, and to inform you in reply, 
that Sir S. Northcote, while fully appreciating and thanking you for the tender of your 

services, has no occasion to avail himself of it. 

’ 1 am, &c. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 


No. 1071. 

Lord Clinton to Mr. Hammond.—(Received November 2.) 

<£° nfldenti *'- ) Min Office, November 2. 1867. 

I AM directed by Sir S. Northcote to forward, for the information of Lord btanley, 
copies of the following papers respecting the Abyssinian expedition ^ r 

Utter from Dr. Krnpf, September 11 ; to Dr. Krapl, September 17 ; from Dr. Krapf, 
September 17 (with inclosurc); from Dr. Krapf, September *24 (with inclosure); from 
Dr. Krapf, September 27 ; to Dr. Krapf, October 4; to Dr. Krapf. October 4, 18b7. 

To Mr. Dutton, October 4 ; from Mr. Dufton, October 5; to Mr. Dufton, October 7, 
Mr. Dufton’s credentials, October 9, 1867. 

Mr. Hausmann's credentials, October 9, 1867. 

Dr. Krapf s credentials, October 9, 1867. 

To Mr. Suuttcr, October 11, 1867. 

To Messrs. Poncel and Megriuotf, October 11, 1867. 

From M. Sauerwein, October 12; to M. Sauerwein, October 16. 1867. 

1 am also to return the following documents transmitted by the Foreign Office (in 
original) to this Office on the 10th ultimo, copies having been retaiued for record, viz. 
Utter from Mr. Soutter to Lord Stanley,October 5,.1867. 

Letter from Messrs. Poncel and Megrinoff to Lord Stanley, October 4, 1867. 

1 am, Ac. 

i Signed) CLINTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1071. 

Dr. Krapf to the Private Secretary of the Secretary of State for India. 

Most honoured Sir, Komihall, near Stuttgardt, September 11, 1867. 

AS promised in my brief notice of yesterday, 1 have the honour herewith to detail 

my humble reply to your letter dated the 5th instant. f _ 

Whilst most respectfully for the great confidence Her Majesty s Government 
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has reposed in me, I beg to reply that I am most ready to fulfil the wishes expressed by 
the Bombay Government and by Sir Stafford Northoote. I shall endeavour to the utmost 
of my power to promote the objects of Her Majesty's force destined to Abyssinia, whether 
it be in the capacity of a dragoman, or in whatever mode my energies may be required. 

The services I have rendered to his Excellency the Ambassador, Sir William Harris, 
in 8hoa (Southern Abyssinia), and which the Bombay Government in 1842 very honour¬ 
ably has acknowledged by a note of thanks, guarantee the hope that my accompanying the 
contemplated expedition to Western Abyssinia will realize again the confidence Her 
Majesty’s Government has placed in me. 

Afflicting as, in everybody’s opinion, the causes are which have occasioned this 
Abyssinian expedition, yet I rejoice at having an opportunity again to manifest the grateful 
feelings I entertain towards Her Majesty’s Government for the powerful protection and 
assistance which her officers have given me on my various travels in Eastern Africa during a 
period of eighteen years. 

But whilst I readily offer my services for the Abyssinia campaign, I may be permitted 
to state, with all candour, a few conditions which I beg you will kindly subject to Sir 
Stafford Northcote*s consideration, and that he may condescend to transmit to me a satis¬ 
factory reply before I can, with an easy mind, leave my family and home, and seize again 
my travelling staff towards the land of my fomer wanderings and recollections. 

First. I would be highly obliged if Sir Stafford Northcote would condescend to point 
out to me somewhat explicitly the task I have to jierform during my connexion with the 
expedition, in order that I may be able to support correctly my responsibilities, and 
may judge whether I am adequate for the task, it being a fundamental principle of a wise 
man not to overrate his capabilities. I guess my task would chiefly consist in the work of 
a writing and speaking dragoman of the Amharic language, being the principal tongue 
thoughout Abyssinia; besides, in giving information on the hubits and manners of the 
Abyssinians, especially in as far as this information could likely promote the success of the 
expedition: in fact, I believe the task I had to perform under Major Harris will be reiterated, 
of course with regard to the peculiar circumstances of a military expedition. 

Secondly. I beg to consider that, though n»y means of supjmrt for myself and family 
are sufficient in the ordinary way, I am not prepared for bearing the expense of an extraor¬ 
dinary enterprise, comprising a journey of 1,500 leagues from Koruthal. W hen travelling 
in Abyssinia at a former period, I was supported by the Church Missionary Society, in 
whose service I then was; hut since my return to Europe this connexion has ceased, at my 
own request, and, of course, also my former stipend was discontinued. Left, therefore, to 
my own resources I would be unable to accomplish an enterprise which would cost me, 
forwards and backwards, at least 6001., notwithstanding the free statiou I might enjoy from 
any of the rulers of Abyssinia. 

Thirdly. Whilst being connected with the force by sea and land, I take it for granted 
that 1 would meet with a friendly treatment from the leading authorities, us was the case 
with Sir William Harris, who, being dead, yet lives in my grateful remembrance for his 
considerate and condescending conduct throughout. 

Fourthly. As soon as the expedition has obtained its main objects 1 may presume to 
obtain permission for returning home, as the care of my family (a sickly wife ami uneducated 
offspring), as well as my present extensive occupation, does not allow a too protracted 
absence. Under the main objects of the expedition, I comprehend the vindication of the 
British national honour, which has been sadly violated by the Abyssinian Monarch ; the 
rescuing of the unfortunate captives at Magdala, and all the other Europc-aus that arc detaiued 
by the King; the binding him or his successor by u solemn Treaty, by viitueof which 
hereafter the violation of British subjects and Europeans in general will be for ever obviated ; 
the forcing him or his successor to pursue a peaceable line of policy, so as to remove the 
anarchy (which has lasted now for nearly UX) years since ELm Michael, at the tone of 
Mr. Bruce's travelling), and introduce good order for the development of the agricultural 
and commercial resources in which Abyssinia abounds, and is superior to most countries 
of the African continent; the forcing of the King or his successor to maintain the strict 
laws he has enacted at the beginning of his hopeful reign against slavery and other national 
crimes ;* and, finally, compelling him to pay the expense of the expedition, which, no 
doubt, will amount to a great figure, but which Abyssinia, under a good and quiet Govern¬ 
ment, can easily pay off, in specie and in kind, within a given jieriod. I do, indeed, 
consider it a benefit conferred on Abyssinia if that productive and splendid country will las 
compelled to incur a national debt of some amount, for this will contribute toward the 
tranquillizing of the country and the development of its considerable resources. I have 

• The ce«Mon of a urritorjr oo the —turn frontier (at Halai or Kaiih Ear) for eotabluhinf »m English 
•inauriun, id behalf of invalida from India, who then need not go to Europe. 









852 


the , T? e *“'? in re « ard to the war I'ke and hostile king* and tribe, of 
all Africa. A national debt would be their remedy. 

T y ^ 8i f Stafford N °rthcote to inform me, as early as conve- 
h u W ! CODdc * 5end to acce * to mv proposed terms, and at what time he 
I) , should depart. I guess the force will be collected at Massowah about the 
of December, and move inland before the rain is falling heavily on the coast region 

hi taLXnTT tWe o Dty ’ five ° l r . thirt - v ,ca « ue * from east to west, being the co^Itiy 

n \e\Ktu lent of Abyssinia Proper, which begins with the high land of 5,000 or 6,000 feet 

(above the sea) where there is no rain in December and January ; ,he n \ny scions bra 
St ? t f m , ber> Supposed I would start at the end of October/1 could easily 
avc* the u^T a ‘ f e * ped,t,on ,eave8 that ialand J always provided that I can 

brins HstaM » ♦ fl ng ° r r ******* bound direct from Suez for Massowah, 

oT JiJn J St ^ tl,ree , °T foU :>y b y 8lea " 1 - Should I be obliged to use an Arab 
thirty dayH E peaU '"*** ’ C ° U d n0t ( ° r hard W Massowah before the lapse of 

be uonM t,3 l‘ 1 , wou,db f ® och < * , % ed with the final answer of Sir Stafford Northcote, 

Whir l , anir,,lt t0 me abil1 authorizi ng me to draw half of the sum 

V f Government may vote for my accompanying the exiiedition, whilst 
the other half may he granted on my returning from Abyssinia to Europe* As an as I 

l)OKsiblc« L sn^ I lhit J: r( V,OUh b,1 J I . shaI [ “«** my preparations and equipment with all 
sTt o as I fl natnl ’? Wlth lhe expedition, I of course expect to find free 

r f campaign in an uncivilized country may allow. I feel sure Her 

Co|iunandcr.,n ; ch.e/ will never be troubled by any undue pretension on my 

V h S VC l ° Com P ,a,n °/ me for w * at of obedience, due respect, discretion, 
and the display of all my energies under all circumstances, sickness eiceptc.il. 

Dy way o a general remark I may lie allowed to add that I do not think that the 

The K "‘^ in present weakened position^at 

troons t el S rccl ! r r n ' U : e U[ ’ on fightin - a battle °S ai «'‘ disciplined 

2 ' ^ , pnde might induce him to make the attempt, in order to 

He«m l , number ol white men as prisoners, whom he would cruelly put to death 

a tae ” “ I h ”*"7? *" l,i8 US, ' al ,ac,ic8 of •‘"‘W™ a '> d ’"ddei, J unexpected 
of H,e P ,llT V B “T " S , "“ ,ue , r0UB T,ctoric8 over rival Chiefs, who, on the approach 
this ml f , d0l : bt ha, ‘ lt8 arrival > ,l,HU h’ h we must not be too sanguine 

“hl. ll V ’ i ' ‘'“ y C , na “T 8hows tha '- disunited as they may he among 
fun In 7 W £ ' a8ll >' conibuie against a foreign invader. The Abyssinian 

fundamental character being a compound of contrarieties, they might easily ioiu the 
’ nghsh at. first and subsequently opnose them in connection with the King whom at 
E’tv <* ,v° ^ \° t .' K ‘ Ulm081 ' ** i8 ’ tbertfon - • *i« precaution, on the par, of Hef 

s, m l hi would r ’ ■ forCe8 SUperior also “ numl,£r t otherwise a hut 

army. ^ required, if the matter were only between the English and the King’s 

Hie mountainous quality of the land will cause some difficulty and delay but the 
reour^Mwt^M 3 ' thr °K Ugh ^ “““‘-y of the nomadic ShoVo tri^lenpv ng 

tl b,? h • r ." a ’d Abyssinia Proper, at , the distance of twenty-file or 

, , (W . " C n , 7 be8 /"' ‘"dependent of Abyssinia, and belong to the Turkish 

Government, and will therefore give no trouble, their beggaries excepted) will make 
1 nigress as MHin as it will have reached, in two divisions, the high land at Halai and Ka.th 

rZun L , “• 0u0 ».° 6 -°°° ^ it will he tiivoured by a health, and 

I matc, bj a tolerably level terrain, and by fresh provisions of wheat, barley, and cattle 
which especially the productive province of Hamattien will altiird. ' ’ 

.... Fron ' , lal ""d Kaith Kur there is a distance of another twenty-five leagues to Adoa 
(the capital of ligrC), being situated in a plain which runs into the splendid plain 

about* twentv fiv™ "‘,1.^1 t0 n . ,be «iver Takassie, being dish „t‘ from Adoa 

a 'p“ ,r m >: ti ' c Piy h,r ‘V le8 r>“ The Takassie running between a deep but narrow 

rimtli l "« ght raak<! . ‘■esistance on its western banks, if he does resist at all but 

the artillery and rifles can easily dislodge him ’ 

di ffi c^h:;'^r;\/ a :;rmti"r d ' the Amhara ^ ,ke and ««• 

tb,rty [« a g«cs from the Takassie, towards the south-west, there is Debra Tabor 
:??,is arsimal “ h ° '‘ a8 ' 0r,ifcd AbySu. notion; on^un[ 

n ,,,J!‘7r7 7 abo "t-50 English mile. (100 league.) from Massowah to the head¬ 
quarter. of Theodorus, and 50 miles more to Magdala, where The captives are. 

With profound esteem, I am, Ac. 
_(Signed) L. KRAPF. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 107 ]. 

Reverend Sir, ^ Or. Kr ap f. 

men, havlgS^^J'^^^'^boote to infom yon^'^ * 887 - 

Lieutenant-General Sir R. sL ier ^ f i armed forc e to Abyssinia underrt^ 8 GoVern * 
the liberation of British o, k* * er ’ w,tb a v,cw to demand nn t ndLr t he c°mmat)d of 
Sir R. Napier his expro^ f 1 , 8 n " d othw Euro£ a „ 8 de"! ' t0 com P«C 

occasion. tx P reaaad a desire to have the ^vantall v 7 K " ,g Theod “ re ’ 

I am. therefore, to pronose th». v ^ f 7 Service * on the 

&\£SS& S»r- » «.mpicllv 

acquaintance w ith the habits and m” 8UCh ass,stance >n the wav of Inf ^ d . ,rectionf of 
'ou will, of course lmn " er * oft he Abvssinianr? of ,n (°, rilI «tion as your 

with any persons in^AbyssS uitho!/,T S, ' OU,d not outer into sei'amt b ° X ° U t0 nfford * 
ami that it w:J| |>e neewsarv fl h 1 ,he P^vious consent of th! r 1 corr ospondeiicc 
attempt to make converts or to >0U ! ° absfain frw,n any mission/ ° mr " ander -'»-Chief; 
the expedition. VtftS ’ ° r to en ^e in religious eontrovers wl/l/ „ r any ' 

V our travelling expenses w ill r * h y ° U *• attac »»«l to 

continually*passing'betw 8 ^ ^ Government 

be allowed C ^,^ 1 a " d a ~ 

allotted to vou to covj .11 * ? are witb the force ^ThU dt>8,rabb % «nd you will 
authorized to draw for one ex P €n,ie9 to which vou n l”’ i°* 600/ ' wil1 u,so he 

notify, ng the same to me without I' fi) rthwitl, i? y ou a ?Jm , pU l an<l . vo « a « 

of the expedition. mC W,th ° Ut dcIa r- The remainder WufilK&k' ,,ro P 08ala . 

^ our presence at Massowah : A • , P ttcr the conclusion 

employ you in drawing up nSSJzJ* USe at an earlier period U m k ,dd,e or end of 
the army. 8 p * roo, *mation8 and other documenta Lr U be r,ec essary to 

Jou will „ ot be e , . 0CUmen " More ‘he actual arrival of 

friendly treatment at the ll77‘J OU 7‘ ut y ““ "‘ a y elpeS he* h ““ been <,,r<,c 'ed. 
your assistance, and of the Rp>* k° *, ^ om *nandei-in-Chief u l \ m ° 8t cour teous and 
I am direcied hy sir S. NoSh ^ ^ in «- e8pecia % denied 

as^en'as^oTth^fr^n^y^jpj^^l^^o^t^nlh'Tn^an/^j^T'elfto hUpri°^^j^ a ^| 

S C . I am # &C. 

_ C Sned) J - COSMO MELVILL. 


I'- 

KTapf 10 tKe P ™°“ Scores to ,Ke „ 

Sir, 7 '** Secret «ry of State for I ndta . 

‘nfoJS^/oe your letter September ,7 m>7 

. ha. come ™ I hte'^t^i ^ 

Majesty s Government and j * have placed myself at *i .^Ith, which / trust 
especially as to the time of ^77° rCCC ' 1 ' e an ' arl . v reply aSuffhefr‘ft?' ,p0wl of Her 
importance. The sooner the for - 88 you riehtlv li , furt,, er request, and 

the t lli ia,ef i! ; 7 * he be K ,nn 'ng of Decerih P ° S t' ij,e ’ on 'he 2ofh o?25th* 0 f N ,he . u ‘ mort 

?*te.rn portion of inbabiSiu^rw' ty ***• ar »v, a. 

**t^ .t 

- s Governmeot 

10 H 
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(that these are pre-eminently d,re ^f 3^slt ^Ttroops ^B^idet. the King wiU 

f Pf-ere if 

force him to accede to their terms. or , rirftV< , nf th i s form of manifesto, or prefer 

Should Her Majesty » Governm entPI jt intQ the ^mharic, and have it 

drawing up any other form, I shall Y p of the pilgrim Missionary Society 

if 

assisted by the clergy. thousrht of the advisability of attaching to 

Since writing my last letter, 1 have often thougn oi i eJucat J in an in , tilut ion 

me a young Abyssinian, about twen^ y yen - j n various ways, prove useful as a 

woW iJ^ 

Her Majesty's Government condescend to enter ^pro^ 1 fo( . 8ome time in 
talented friend Mr. Hausamann, who ha* • , ^k 0 tolerably knows Amharic, 

Abyssinia, who personally, like inyse , no • i ea rned and vulgar Arabic, 

and speaks and writes English, and is among the Arabs, 

having stayed at Cairo as pastor of ^ “yy* “„SS. I have not yet spoken 

tte m no y doobt he wou.d accede to the propose, if made by 

S " S \tt, interpreters will 1* wanted in various quarter, of the army, which will have 
rather a want of them than a surplusage. j remfl j m) See. 

(Signed) K- KRAPF. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 1071. 

Proposed Manifesto by the Queen. 

3Efe raft sas s ircra s&x 

Ls so. 5NS*SrftSSSSi - “ d - 

- ah sf.g, 

Selassieh, the King ol ^hoa, afterwards l have sent niv servant, Plowden, to 

Amity and Commerce. tl . informed that he wished to be on terms of 

Ras Ali, the Ruler of Amhara, havi^ ■ present King, Theodorus, 

«a ss: =s 

S' 
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Theodore, has imprisoned some of my subjects; nnd that when mv servant Cameron went 
up from Massowah to Gondar to intercede, in a respectful manner, in behalf of the unfortu¬ 
nate captives. His Majesty not only did not release them, but actually fettered mv 
Representative likewise. 

Though hearing of this outrage, I was still inclined not yet to recompense evil for evil, 
but to try once more the way of kindness and friendship; and, therefore, I sent mv 
Ambassador, Rassam. with an autograph letter and some valuable presents, but His 
Majesty refused my request, and sent my Representative to the prison. Finally, last year, 
when his m stenger came to England, I sent to His Majesty six very skilful engineers and 
workmen, together with a great number of very splendid presents ;’ but. nevertheless, he 
would not release my suffering subjects speedily and unconditionally. As thus my name 
and that of my nation was wantonly disgraced, not only in Abyssinia And the adjacent 
countries, but throughout the world, 1 am firmly resolved not to employ anv further means 
of kindness towards rheodorus, but to use the force of arms for the release of my very 
ill-treated and fettered subjects. 1 

I have, therefore, ordered my Viceroy of India to send, with all speed, a great number 
of tire-ships, with a strong army, earning all sorts of weapons of war, especially cannons, 
tar reaching guns, and air-fires, which we call rockets, and many thousand soldiers fighting 
on foot and on horseback. ° D 

1 have ordered my Commander-in-chief to enter Abyssinia without delay, and force 
rheodorus to release mv subjects, and give full satisfaction to my wronged honour and to 
that o! my nation. It will be well for him and his officers if he has not killed my subjects 
previously; for, should be have committed this outrage, my General has the orders to give 
himself no rest until he has captured him and his agents, and made him and them 
atone tor the blood of my innocent subjects. 

bdbre my GeneraI enterf >’ our country, he will make it previously known to you 
that ne does not come as your enemy, if you will not oppose or harass his army on 
marching through your country, but rather that you wish to side and co-operate, and assist 
him »n all manner possible against Theodorus, who has highly offended me and my nation. 
You may be sure my General will not touch wantonly your property, if you’demean 
yourselves well toward him and his army. By no means will he use force against your 
religion, as in all my extended dominions there is full liberty of faith and conscience to 
everybody; for religious matters must never be settled by material and ihysical force, but 
bv arguments of reason and self-conviction alone. I tell you this plain y, as designing or 
ignorant men might falsely make you believe that my army would be sent for the 
destruction ° l ^ 0Ur cburcb and re, W° n * an<1 tllU8 intriguers might bring great evil upon 

But, should you unluckily prefer harassing, or opposing, or insidiously acting in regard 
to my army on the frontier or in the interior, my General will deal with you according to 
the right and custom of war; and you yourselves will be responsible, if your blood and that 
of your countrymen will be shed, and your property seized and destroyed. Therefore 
make all possible haste, and send him a satisfactory reply, showing by your subsequent 
co iduct that you are actuated by sincerity and kindness. Be sure that all those who are 
7e lions and sincere toward ray General and army will enjoy my lasting friendship, and will 
receive tokens of it; whereas those who are ugainst me will not escape the punishment 
which they desc rve. r 

May God incline your minds, that, in taking your final resolution, you may consult 
the real welfare of yourselves and of your country, which my ancestors, as well as myself, 
have hitherto not only respected, but also preserved against serious implications and harm 
menacing Abyssinia from various quarters. 

Given at my residence in London, fcc. 

(Signed) VICTORIA, 

Queen of England, Scotland, Ireland, India, gfc., SfC. 


inclosure 5 in No. 1071. 

Dr. Krapf to Sir J. Fergusson. 

Most honoured Sir, Kornthal, near Stuttgardt, September 24, 1807. 

I HAD the honour to receive your letter dated the 23rd instant, and I beg to express mv 
most respectful thanks to Sir Stafford Northcote for his having condescended in permitting 

Abyssinia 8Smann ^ aSSOC,ate * ith mc ia the dutie8 a Dragoman for the expedition to 
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As to salary, to which your letter alludes, I have conferred with Mr. Haussmann. who 
addressed the inclosed letter to rae in reference to this subject He begs me to aid that, 
if Sir Stafford Northcote would feel inclined to accede to his humble request, he would feel 
most grateful if half, or at least a considerable part, of the granted sum would be allowed 
to him previous to his departure, for making the requisite equipment: the other portion 
he would expect after having accomplished his duties. Of course he would be obliged for 
a free passage and free station. 

In regard to the Abyssinian student, Aragan, I am sorry for being under the 
necessity of stating that he has entirely declined accompanying me on the expedition. He 
stands in fear that if King Tbeodorus should hear of his coming with foreign troops, 
he would unrelentingly destroy his parents and relations, an atrocity which the passionate 
monarch has lately committed on a detachment of his soldiers who sided with the rebel 
army. 

* Sorry as I am at Aragan*# refusal, yet I can understand, and in a measure justify, his 
motives. 

In the meantime I have written to Jerusalem and Cairo, that my friends should select 
two able Abyssiuians from their acquaintance, one to be a native of Tigrtf, and the other of 
Amhara. I would not claim more for each of them than 21. or 31. per month and free 
ration, os long as they prove faithful and useful to the expedition. 

I consider it as self-understood that all my associates an placed under the same 
standard in religious matters like myself, leaving, at the same time, liberty of conscience 
to every one of us, as I have fully explained in my letter of the 17th, and addressed to 
Mr. Melvill, to which letter I would most respectfully beg Sir Stafford Northcote would 
condescend to reply a few words as early as convenient to him, as I cannot join the 
expedition with heart and soul as long as this delicate point is not satisfactorily dispensed 
with. 

Furthermore, in regard to Sir Stafford Northcote’s request, as expressed in the above- 
mentioned letter of Mr. Melvill, viz., 44 that I should not enter into separate correspondence 
with any persons in Abyssinia without the previous consent of the Commander-in-chief,” I 
beg to sav that I consider this restriction to be perfectly just and necessary in reference to 
natives as well as Europeans. 

I understand from the German papers that several officers, being no Englishmen, 
wish to join the expeditionary force. Sir R. Napier may be assured that I shall not be 
communicative to any one except to him alone, and that, however courteous I wish to 
be to every one, yet 1 shall be reserved in reference to giving information to other persons 
besides the Commander-in-chief. 

The Abyssinian rulers will no doubt convince themselves of the imj»ortance and 
value of disciplined troops, and will henceforth conceive a desire of disciplining their army 
for future designs and emergencies. What will be more natural to expect than that they will 
engage some foreign officers for this purpose, and these will take advantage of the present 
opportunity, and likely solicit my assistance for being brought into connection with the 
native Chiefs. I shall absolutely reject anv suchlike demand. 

Lastly, I beg to assure Sir Stafford Northcote that, in regard to the manifestoes, I 
shall leave this and every other matter that may appear rash and precipitate on my part 
entirely to the discretion of the Coraraander-in-ch'.ef. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) L. KRAPF. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 1071. 

Mr. Haussmann to Dr. Krapf. 

Reverend and dear Sir, Stuttgardt, Sr t tenber 23, 1867. 

I HAVE received your communication regarding Her Majesty’s Government acceding 
to vour proposal to engage my services as your associate dragouiau for the Abyssinian 
expedition. 

With regard to the amount of a salary, I might willingly have left that point to the 
liberality of Her Majesty’s Government, but once having been asked, 1 would name the sum 
of 400/. or 500/., chiefly on the ground that somebody will hove to be selected to fill my 
pc si as German pastor in Cairo during my absence. 

Allow me to avail myself of this opportunity to state an idea which cannot but suggest 
itself to those who take a lively interest in the progressive intercourse between Europe 
and Africa. Whilst the liberation of the Abyssinian captives will be the primary object of 
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the expedition, 1 do not doubt that it will, at the same time, become subservient to the 
cause of science and commerce. No better opportunity could present itself for exploring 
many of the unknown countries of the interior of Africa, and for opening new channels of 
commerce. 

It is with a special view to the southern countries of Abyssinia that I mention this 
subject. If, after having obtained the chief object of the expedition, a party of 400 or 
500 would return to the sea-coast by another route than that by which they entered, great 
things might be achieved. From Magdala they would proceed to §hoa, Gurague, 
Karnbat, and Wolomo, and, having reached the River Godjob (called Djub, at its empty¬ 
ing itself into the Indian Ocean), they would go down that river, the greater part of which 
is navigable according to the reports of the natives. The distance from Magdala to Raravn 
(on the east coast of Africa) would not be more than the double of the distance from 
Magdala to Massowab. The present ruler of Shoa, Menelek, the grandson of Sahela 
Selassie (to whom Major Harris was the Ambassador), would certainly not oppose such 
an undertaking. On the contrary, from conversations I had last year in Cairo with Shoan 
people, I have every reason to suppose that he would favour this enterprise of the 
English. If he would convey the party as far as Gurague (which country pays tribute to 
him), half of the journey would already have been done. The Gallas and Somalis could 
not attempt any serious opposition, as they have no r j-arms at all, and are dreadfully 
afraid of them. 

The Captains Speke and Grant had less than 200 men, in a great part not to be relied 
upon, at their command, and accomplished a far more difficult task. It would, then, be 
comparatively easy for some hundreds of resolute aud disciplined volunteers, who would 
no doubt be found among the army, to make their way by the mentioned route towards 
the coast, where they would be received by an English ship. 

This expedition would, however, not only promote scientific purposes, but it would 
be, as it were, also a continuation of the liberating work in reference to English prisoners. 
It is well known that some years ago an English merchant-ship was wrecked on the coast 
of the Somali country : the crew were taken prisoners by the Somali, and sold to slavery 
into the interior. It is not improbable that some of these unfortunute mariners are still 
alive. Reports came last year by a Somali Sheikh that there were two white men kept 
iu slavery in the interior. Whilst all efforts to obtain some certainty about their fate, and 
the attempts which were made from the sea-coast for their liberation, have proved 
abortive, more favourable results may be expected from on expedition starting from the 
interior. The mentioned expedition would necessarily pass through the very countries to 
which those Englishmen were sold. Their countrymen would doubtless hear of them, 
and, if still alive, their liberation could easily be effected. 

This indeed would be a worthy object of the expedition, continuing and crowning the 
work of liberation in Abyssinia, to which the whole civilized world looks forward with 
anxiety. 

If requested I should be willing to accompany this expedition, and as the Arabic 
language has by the merchants of the sea-coast been spread far into the interior, my know¬ 
ledge of it would enable me to prove useful. 

I am, See. 

(Signed) C. F. HAUSSMANN. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 1071. 

Dr. Krapf to Sir J. Fergusson. 

Most honoured Sir, Komthal, near Stuttgardt, September 27, 1867. 

1 BEG leave to inform you that I have received your letter dated the 24th instant, 
which has given me full satisfaction. 

Will you have the kindness to inform Sir Stafford Northcote that I am in every 
respect satisfied, and that I consider myself bound, as engaged interpreter to Her 
Majesty’s loroe in Abyssinia, to act up to the duties which this engagement will demand 
from me? 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) L. KRAPF. 


[73] 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 1071. 

Lord Clinton to Mr. Duflon. 

Sir, India Office , October 4, 1867. 

I AM directed by Sir S. Northcote to inform you, with reference to previous 
personal communications with Mr. Kaye on the subject, that he is willing to retain your 
services, in connection with the Intelligence Department of the Abyssinian expdition, upon 
a salary of 600/. per annum, it being understood that you are to place yourself under the 
orders of Sir R. Napier, the Commander-in-chief of the Abyssinian expeditionary force. 

A free passage will be provided for you to the place at which Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment consider it most expedient that you should join the expedition. Instructions upon 
this point will be communicated tc you in a future letter. 

In the event of the occurrence of any circumstance rendering the expedition 
unnecessary, you will in any case be considered entitled to half-a-year’s salary, besides your 
travelling expenses. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 1071. 

Dr. Krapf to Sir J. Fergus son. 

Most honoured Sir, Komthal, near Stut/gardt, October 4, 1867. 

AS the time for my departure is fast approaching, I would take the liberty most respect¬ 
fully to beg Sir Stafford Northcote for a reply in regard to Mr. Haussmann’s salary, the 
amount of which he would most submissively leave to Her Majesty’s Government to fix 
and settle, only tagging that an early reply by letter or telegraph (to Stuttgardt) nmy be 
given under my address, in order that he may make himself ready for departure conjointly 
with me on the 14th instant. 

In case his Excellency Sir Stafford Northcote condescends to comply with 
Mr. Haussmann’s request, will you kindly tell me or Mr. Haussmann to whom lus draft 
is to be directed ? 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) L. KRAPF. 

P S.—To my telegraphic despatch of yesterday, addressed to you on the above 
subject, no reply has reached me till now. 


Inclosure 10 in No. 1071. 

Lord Clinton to Dr. Krapf. 

Sir, India Office , October 4, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letters of the 24th and 27th ultimo, I am directed to 
inform you that Sir Stafford Northcote is willing to allow Mr. Haussmann the sum named 
by him, vix., 500/., as remuneration for his services during the Abyssinian expedition. Of 
this amount Mr. Haussmann may draw on this office for one-half prior to his departure, and 
the remainder will be paid to him on the conclusion of the expedition ; a free passage and 
rations will also be provided. 

I am to add that you are at liberty to engage the services of two Abyssinians at a 
salary of 31. each per mensem, as suggested in your letter of the 24th ultimo. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 
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Inclosure 11 in No. 1071. 
Mr. Dufton to Lord Clinton. 


saries 1 ^ T"*" the «" d 

cl 8 year ’ 8 9a,ary 10 - in ,hc -Potion 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) H. DUFTON. 


Inclosure 12 in No. 1071. 

Lord Clinton to Mr. Dufton. 

Sir, 

5th instant, %&&***£*£ ^rltlro/t be 

I 


(Signed) 


I am, Ac. 


CLINTON. 


Inclosurc 13 in No. 1071. 


Lord Clinton to Lieutenant-General Sir R. Napier. 

Sir, 

s/tsss. fcsjssaf at 'zx fr f E<Sr4 E 

&sjr — 

ExceLT. W^o rr n: 8PO “ deDCe " ith h “ «W«t i. indeed for you, 

X SUSCJTSKi.’SS. 11 - *- ■ 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) OUNTOy. 






Inclosure 14 in No. 1071. 

Lord Clinton to Lievteuant-Qeneral Sir R. Napier. 

g; r# India Office, October 9, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to inform yonr Excellency that the 
bearer of this, the Rev. M. Haussman, has been engaged by him to accompany the 
expedition to Abyssinia, and directed to place his services at your Excellency s disposal. 
He is understood to be acquainted with the Amharic language, as well as with that of 
the Soudan, and to have become, during a stay of some years in Abyssinia, personally 
acquainted with King Theodore. 

A copy of the correspondence connected with this engagement is inclosed for your 
Excellency’s information. 

The remuneration to be paid to M. Haussman for his services has been fixed at 500/., 
of which he has been allowed to draw one-half in advance, the remainder to be paid after 
the termination of the expedition. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 


Inclosure 15 in No. 1071. 

Lord Clinton to Lieutenant-General Sir R. Napier. 

Sir, India Office, October 9, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to inform your Excellency that the 
bearer of this letter, the Rev. Dr. Krapf, has been engaged by him to accompany the expe¬ 
dition to Abyssinia, and directed to place his services at your Excellency s disposal. It 
will be within your Excellency’s knowledge that Dr. Krapf rendered most useful services 
to the Mission to Shoa, under the command of Major William Harris, in 1841-42, for 
which he received the thanks of the Bombay Government. A copy of the correspondence 
connected with his engagement is inclosed for your Excellency’s information. 

The remuneration to which I)r. Krapf wiil be entitled under his agreement with Her 
Majesty’s Government is 600/., of which sum he has been permitted to draw on this Office 
for 300/., the remainder being payable to him after the termination of the expedition. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 


Inclosure 16 in No. 1071. 

Lord Clinton to Messrs. Poncel and Megrinoff. 

(Confidential.) 

Gentlemen, India Office, October 11, 1867. 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge your letter to 
Lord Stanley of the 4th October, which has been transferred to this Office for disposal, and 
am to inform you in reply that your application should be addressed to Sir Robert Napier, 
the Commauder-in-chief of the Abyssinian expeditionary force. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 


Inclosure 17 in No. 1071. 

Lord Clinton to Mr. Soutter. 

Sir, India Office, October 11, 1867. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge your letter to Lord 
Stanley of the 5th October, which has been transferred for disposal to this office, and am 
to inform you in reply, that General Pears, the Military Secretary to this Department of 
Her Majesty’s Government, will be happy to see you on Saturday the 12th instant, between 
the hours of half-past 10 and 2. 

1 am, &c 

(Signed) CLINTON. 
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Incloaure 18 in No. 1071. 

M. Sauerwein to Sir S. Northcote. 


S. Northrot^and* begf ^mci^M^n^OricnSF'"^^dueief sir 

£ SuCi: 

ssj- star aa-Ejss 

nEE 'italian M Gc ™ an > a " d he is 

of iTCludlng also Hindoo,,anee, and 

a tAs ®JP?aaiS! 

. J? “o? °r& inf r a t n v ’ ,U0h “ fought desirable, 

Hofprediger ”) to His late Maiestv Kin^ Fm * **?P° d * Chaplain (“erster 

Consistory of Hanover and the Rev if ^ ra p® t . Au KJ“ tu *> and a councillor of Upper 
LutheranChurehTthe o( head of the 

former of these gentlemen is Sr' Hochwiirden H i1, ^ bc a(,drfB8 the 

of the Utter, Sr^HocS ° bcr C “nohatt Dr. Leopold, and 

conclusion M Sauerwein to k iL * i° CC 1 U ^ b , oth ° r thera at Hanover. In 

qualifies him particuUrly for the faturues and hard F°\ * ro * rart an(1 8 ° und hea,t b 
the hope that his services should ^ d har<1 * h, P* of such a campaign, and to express 

the interests of the e3ltion and Erar 1 ** ab,e material, y l <> promote 

from a very early time of life * he has r, it fU V ? se ? to *he cause of a country for which 
Englishmen feel forT ’ “ a ° ittachment hanlly inferior to that which 


Inclosure 19 in No. 1071. 

(Confidential) ** M * lvUl to M 

Sir, 

i AM directed by Sir S. Northcote to nrVnnM A** °^!’ °* Ct ° ber ,6 ’ ,867 ‘ 
12th instant, offering your serv^ L imer^ !^ of 3 rour ,. latte r of the 

inform you in repiy that Sir S. Northcote \hile thank- 6 A )yM, ' 1,an expedition, and to 
purpose to avail hiielf ofit. wh,le thankl "S 7™ for your offer, does not 

I am, Sic. 

_ (Signed) J. COSMO MELV1LL. 


No. 1072. 

Major- General Sir E. Lugard to Lord Stanley. -(Receiv'd November 4.) 

My Lord, 

I AM directed bv the Secret*™ nf e w . War November 2, 1867. 
a route map of Abyssinia which has been nLnr transmit he , rewith four copies of 

Office, under the directions of the Secw^ry^of^s^e *" ^ ^P^P* 114 * 1 branch of this 

I am, &c. 

__ (Signed) EDWARD LUGARD. 
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No. 1073. 

Mr. Melvill to Mr. Egerton.—(Received November 4.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, November 4, 1867. 

I AM directed by Sir S. Northcote to acknowledge your letter of the 29th ultimo/ 
transmitting copy of memorandum left with Lord Stanley by the Italian Minister at this 
Court, from which it appears that the Italian Government are willing semi-officially to 
request the Capuchin Bishop Massaia to use his influence with King Theodore for the 
purpose of obtaining the release of the European prisoners. 

Sir S. Northcote presumes that Lord Stanley will thank the Italian Government for 
this friendly offer, and would suggest that his Lordship should assure them that, as the 
sole object of the operations now in progress is to obtain the release of the captives. Her 
Majesty’s Government would view with satisfaction any step that might be independently 
taken by a friendly Power to bring about that result without bloodshed. But Sir S. North¬ 
cote thinks it would be right to add that Her Majesty’s Government, having felt it neces¬ 
sary to proclaim their intention of insisting upon King Theodore’s compliance with a 
demand of which he does not even dispute the justice, cannot now invite the intervention 
of another party without weakening the effect of their own proceedings, and to some extent 
discrediting the officer in whose hands they have placed the conduct of the affair. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


No. 1074. 

Consul Hay to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 4.) 

(No. 39.) 

My Lord, Tripoli , October 23, 1867. 

IN acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Murray’s despatch No. 8 of the 29th August/ 
received on the 20th instant, directing me to make immediate inquiries in my neighbour¬ 
hood as to the possibility of procuring mules for the use of Her Majesty’s Indian army, I 
have the honour to state that it will not be possible for the officers sent by Her Majesty’s 
Secretary for War to make any purchase of importance here, mules in this country being 
extremely rare and of an inferior kind. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


No. 1075. 

Acting ConsulrGeneral Reode to Lord Stanley .— (Received November 4.) 

i No. 39.) 

My I ^d. Cairo , October 25, 1867. 

WITH reference to my telegram of the 8th instant/ reporting the Viceroy’s intention 
to send an Envoy to Abyssinia for the purpose of endeavouring to persuade King Theodore 
to release the European prisoners, I have the honour to state that I did not fail to 
communicate to his Highness your Lordship’s telegraphic reply. 

I expressed in suitable terms the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government, and gave 
the assurance that the liberation of the prisoners would bring about an immediate cessation 
of hostilities. 

The Viceroy has since furnished me with a copy of the letter he has addressed to 
King Theodore, and I have the honour to inclose it herewith accompanied by a translation 
into English. The document is very ably written and is expressed in rhymes. A Coptic 
Priest, hurried to his destination bv steam-boat and dromedary, is the bearer of it. 

The Viceroy has apparently selected the present as a fit occasion for sending an army 
to the Abyssinian frontier. Ten thousand troops, most of whom have just returned from 
Candia under Abd-el-Kader Pasha, left yesterday tor Massowah and Souakim. His Highness 
informs me that the object of that force is simply to act on the defensive in the event of 
any attack U|»on his territory be : ng made by King Theodore; but that he has given 
Abd-el-Kader Pasha instructions to give any assistance in his power to the officers in 
command of the British troops if the latter should require it. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


* 


• No. 1056. 


t No. 775. 


J No. 976. 


Inclosure in No. 1075. 

Letter addressed by the Viceroy of Egypt to King Theodote. 


(Translation.) 

Fr0ra H« h Mo S h ; d Cn^ious e Majesty^ the ite ^dencieaof the Soudan t. 

Theodorua, Sultan of the Countries of Abyasiniaand of t hcTin^dom of Ethiopia”' ^ 

intelligence, and the excellence of vm.r I >dVe ! ,een co,lcett,ed from your noble 

force and subjugating means of whirl fl ^ i ^T'* 8 war and to us0 overpowering 
be ignored. S it mustte w bin sn.,7' Tf R ", d ," ,jur 'r «™equenc£c.n„o? 
Government did in the counts of InVl? k, ‘ ow,cd R e wllut the aforesaid exalted 

t- w4--ss»x — — 

With your Royal Empire excentT S ^ *>.1***™ intercourse 

prisoners, and to allow them to return rei >i< f, - v .> ,n,r H'S** Majesty to liberate the 

Majesty to keep aloof from such evil ^ “ Jth V 10 1 u# aira,r ’ a,,(i lo counsel your 

of the circumstance that we V d ? CU "'- V \ . A,,d 1,6 80 « uud “ «» inform u. 

ment, in the hope that it will hindeTthl advanfe‘»n , ^'! , °" ourcd En « li ' h Govern- 
should they enter within the hmh. r c ? nd l,,ul, bot its troops against von ; for 

kingdom with th»!mm' 'e Jr .nH „ ) ' OUr “ d . ov, ' rrun «*• P™ iu« of your 

prodigious guns and tire-arms and f 10 * 1 ’ ""'l* perfect implementsand 

—J a,™ tuSilTA t-rCJTdt^ ,ml,UU ' V ~ 

for the ..^retrel^f-t, " il ' «* — 

their resentment and aamvalina their mire ~ \ V**” ste F 8 ; ^ ut a cnQfte lor increasing 

signal vengeance and ii.H^t ® clr . and their determination to exact 

ev«m here mentioned or^vrittenf™ 1 ’ Un,8h ' ,,e ‘ lt ' 8udl “ 8 to be here recorded, n£ 

propertZ-dT^ t“d ^“ma’intilTn/l 61 ^ f fuUow “* ri * bt «T Preserving 

high intelligence and excellent system V^' 1 " . am P r “P? nt ?* v ' bich I expect from your 
countries and the harasRinv k * ° 8 overnn,en L it is better than the ravaging of 
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But if you act contrarily. and dissent from my view, and insist after this on keeping 
the before-mentioned in prison, assuredly the English will overrun the lands of your 
Empire with the army now prepared, and abounding force, and manifest strength, and 
all-subduing power, in fcce of which repentance will not avail, nor safetv be possible; and 
the time of opportunity will be passed, and its season gone, and its recall difficult; and we 
also shall he under the necessity of allowing to cease the friendship existing between os 
and your Majesty, although that would be without our wish and contrary to our desire, and 
only on account of your disregard of our advice and the want of your acceptance of our 
intimation. 

The prudent man selects the best phase of affairs, and throws not himself into evil. 
Thus we have accomplished our duty of counselling you, and it remains for you to acoept, 
which is our last hope and final request. 


No. 1076. 

Mr. Eger ton to Mr. Mmole. 

^ _ , _ Foreign Office, November 5, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you. to be laid before Secretary 
Sir Stafford Northcote, the accompanying copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Acting 
Consul-General in Egypt, inclosing a translation of the letter addressed by the Viceroy of 
Egypt to King Theodore, respecting the Abyssinian captives. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1077. 

Consul Ynuno to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 5.) 

(No. 38.) 

My Lord, Bilbao , November 2, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Murray’s despatch No. 12 of 
the 10th ultimo,* respecting Mr. Vice-Consul March's letter on the subject of Spanish 
mountain artillery, and 1 beg to state that I have complied with your Lordship's instruc¬ 
tions to thank Mr. March for his communication. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) HORACE YOUNG. 


No. 1078. 

Mr. Murray to Mr . Brampton. 

T Foreign Office, November 5, 1867. 

IN reply to your letter of the 30th ultimo, t in which you claim vour salary for the 
whole of the period tor which you engaged to serve in Abyssinia, 1 am directed by 
Lord Stanley to remind you of the terms of the agreement made and signed by you with 
Colonel Merewether on the 15th of September, 1866, which wound up with the following 
words:— 

“ It is understood that if the said John Brampton should not proceed to Abyssinia, 
and should not enter into the Emperor’s service, this agreement shall have no effect; but 
pay and expenses in returning to be paid up to date of re-arrival in England, no 
unnecessary delay taking place on either part.” 

All that is due to you under that agreement has already been paid to you, and you 
have no further claim on Her Majesty’s Government. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 
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No. 1079. 

Major-General Pear, to Mr. Egerton.~(Reeewed November 6.) 

^ I AM directed by the Secretary of State for 

by -**• 

copy of the papers will be forwarded for the information of the Government of Bombay^ * 

I have, &c. 

' (8igned) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 1080. 

Vice-Consul Grabshied to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 6.) 

Majesty* diffic “*‘- « »~e«*itate a report to Her 

I have, Ac. 

__ (Signed) EMANUEL GRABSHIED. 


No. 1081. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Eger ton.-(Received November 7.) 

Sir, ... 

5«53SPtf !£££-«— -E 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) T. T. PEAR8. 


Inclosure in No. 1081. 

(No. 143.) S ' NoTthcote 10 lht Governor of Bombay in Council. 

Sir, 

IN continuation of my despatch, dated the 15th ofo^r^N’o'^i ♦ 
***** dl.'^connexlon w!!h tlTexp^itbm to A^sinil™ ad ° Pte<1 “ ** 

Hth of StSOJS&fa T ip ‘K° f y ° Ur le,tCT ’ da,ed ,he 

and those of India and Madras relative to the nrcMrations*? ^ C '. W ' Cn >'° ur Government 
of your letter, dated the 28th of September No 7'» f ?*I* d,t,on ' and alfto 

the 3rd of that month. No. 107. P * * ' *' ,n wh,ch y° u to my despatch of 

but l 3 disira“i n „ n ™T ZTt at len » th , 0n thc various point, to which you refer; 
Government of the measures adontS ,, bv U rou and* ,h° U ,he “PPro'a 1 ot Her Majesty's 
Government, for the furtherance obje£in“ew “ Ue ' ,artaient8 under your 

the a^ranoem^mf 'V'*™' 10 . 0 ° f Commodore Heath, and 

Captain Tryon. has been com'munifa^.oTe ^m'rauT undcf 

5. You will have learned from my previous despatches that the wish of Sir Robert 
No. lOs.0. f loeloturc 4 in No. 1080. 
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Nipier to be furnished with a second mountain battery has been complied with, and that 
one battery was forwarded to Egypt by the “ Serapis " on the 16th of October. The 
remainder of the guns and equipment will be placed on board the M Mendoza,” which will 
leave England on the 4th of November for Alexandria. 

6. Copies ot a Report by Colonel Wray, on the mountain batteries, were forwarded 
to you, in the packet, by a previous mail; and copies of a further paper, respecting the 
equipment are now inclosed for your information. Other copies have been transmitted to 
Sir Robert Napier at Aden. 

* 7 ‘ J hC i Lo, jJ , . of thc Admiralty have been informed of the desire of Sir Robert Napier 
that a Rocket Brigade should be formed from the seamen of the 9 quadron under the 
command of Commodore Heath; and, on the receipt of your telegram, dated the 18th 
instant, instructions were given for the provision of the tubes and ammunition therein 
requested. On application to the War Office, however, it was found that there were no 
12*pounder rockets in store, and that it was impossible to manufacture the requisite 
quantity before the time at which they would be needed. It has, therefore, been 
determined to send, for the use of the force, 1,800 of the 6-pounder rockets (weighing 
nine pounds each), similar to those already sent out, and 12 machines with special 
"Mendowf”*' ^ ° D ^ tbc rockets *M! be ready for dispatch on board the 

8. This steam vessel has been engaged for the conveyance of the telegraph stores, 
mountain buttery and equipment, pack-saddles, &c., to Egypt, and for the passage of the 
nicdicul officers, and the detachments of Royal Engineers who are proceeding from this 
country to Abyssinia for the duties connected with the telegraph, signalling, photography, 
n,l( w ® r kinff of the tube wells. This arrangement is found to be considerably less 
cxjwnsive than it would have been to engage passages on board the mail steamers for the 
officers and men, and to have paid freight for the tonnage of stores which were ready for 
shipment; while the additional advantage has been gained of sending the telegraph stores 
in the immediate charge of the party appointed for the working of thc line. 

9. My telegram of thc 30th of September will have prepared you for the receipt of 
the greater part of these stores by a vessel leaving England on the 25th of October; and 
in the 7th paragraph of my despatch No. 131, you were informed that circumstances had 
delayed the dispatch of the stores for a few days. It is now determined that the 

Mendoza shall start on the 4th of November, and she may he expected to arrive at 
Alexandria m about 16 days from the date of sailing. 

10. As you have been informed by my telegram of the 24th instant, 13 medical 

officers of the British army will proceed to Egypt on board this vessel, the other three, to 
complete the number asked for in your telegram of the 24th of September, being directed 
to join the force Irora Gibraltar, Malta, and Aden respectively, where they arc at present 
stationed. ” 

11. The medical officers of the Bombay army who were in England on leave of 

a sence, were directed, on receipt ol your message, to hold themselves in readiness to 
proceed to Suez for duty with the expedition, should Sir Robert Napier require their 
services. Only four, however, namely. Surgeons Niven and Plumptre, and Assistant- 
burgeons l^lor and Barrie, have been found available for such service. Utters from the 
several officers named in thc margin * or reports of the Medical Board on the state of 
their health, are inclosed. Surgeon E. R. Butler, having been reported to be unfit for 
field service, has been permitted to return to his duty in Bombay, and Surgeon Ticehurst 
has also been permitted to return at the expiration of his leave, under the special 
circumstances mentioned in his letter. * 

12. All the officers proceeding in thc “Mendoza." whether belonging to the Royal 
mgmeers or the Medical Staff (a nominal list of whom is inclosed), have been directed to 

await instructions at Suez from the Commander-in-Chief of the expeditionary force, 
they will be brought upon the strength of the Abyssinian force from the date of their 
and WlH be availabIe for aQ - v dut y on which his Excellency may desire to 

13. A copy of a letter from the War Office, dated thc 14th of October, with its 
mclosures, detailing the names of the medical officers of the British army selected for this 

cZ'Z\ t u ntl ?‘ n ; n ^f i ^ in . ,u ^ ti ?ns reeling the employment of Deputy Inspector- 
-icmral of Hospitals, S. Cume, C.B., is forwarded for your information, together with an 
extract of the reply thereto, dated the 17th of October. 

J R - Millfr VV r.mpMl. J. c. TmtJLil, H. Gir.ud, F. W. H.rri., C. J. Setter 

J M teu C * E Wood. A. Fot. C. Thimsoo. I G !£ 

B. N j nun ’ ' * * R * D. T. Tice hunt; A»§i>taiu-Surge<ma G. C. Bell, C. K. Colitoo, 
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SalB§5pSaiS3sSS5 

to the commanding oS amfcd SfaJTrfui faS R ° bert ** di8tribu,i °" 

Veterinary^Surgeon***™ th'reXjlrinl the -*• of one Staff 

mitted to the War Office I have hJITZr urge ? n ®. thw countr y having been trans- 
Marshal Commanding in Chief sir Mm ^ consu,tfttion wit h the Field- 

from among ti^Ve.ennarv Su^on ' " h " % ° ,ete T n ‘ d meeting the demand 
of mules; and Colonel Clark K^ v^in £ T *7!f* ed * tl,C Ea8t in ,he P^hase 
for service in AhZZl .osoon Z hl\Z £ ‘hat number of officer, 

Alexandria by the transports. ^ enabled to do so by the delivery of mules at 

Abyssinia^being TnThif who are ab °"t to be sent for duty in 

commanding in chief toXTmid^tr ’> f" ,rabl * "> 'he Field-Marshal 

caused the "several Itachments to l* ZZTJ ahifi Highness has 

Royal Engineers, under the command Pnt'chaJ’l'v I ‘°' h Com P a ^ 

duties devolving upon this officer will k«... • * r r ,lc “ . / R°> a l Engineers. The 

for which Lieutenants 8t John and I M * lV . er ' ' nter ^ re w,t h the special employment 
correspondence on this sublet which l h “ Ve U?en “ lected A «W of the 

oS* ‘ ^ “* °*“ - «” »'•’ 0lBco 

has since been 1$ in ** '* * b ? Minia ‘ Thc »«««£ 

the engineer establishment at Chatham ‘ C retommendat,on o( the Director of 

Hay ^ n the ,e ^;;,^ P , h e l e 0 g f ™m ™ 

Clark Kennedy had been instrurt^ to eltln^ y ° U , , nforraed that Cornel 

8,000 provided that they could be ready within tlJ* m V 6 * to the number of 

subject I telegraphed to ^u on ,D with this 

5,000 pack-saddles already undi provision To Z 7 h^ COU,d * ith the 

invented by Lieutenant M‘Mahon Mifitar^Ti-a^which fi T. e P ack ’ 8add,e, on the principle’ 
and I shall be glad to receive a ^rt l „ ’ i' C . h wl11 j’* « nt for ‘r.al with the foi4c, 

With the Otagnpauem. ^ ttor effic,enc y for *™ce » comparison 

of 500 AJc^wir^hammocks^resuecrinir'Khioh^ * °° Py ofa ( . te,e S ra m “king forth* supply 
of my despatch No. 124, that’they were narked and* 1 **^4 in the 12th paragraph 

Your subsequent telegram of the 18thof Ort k!. *T Ud forwwded as soon as possible. 

additional supply of 1,500 hammocks of the sar^e'“1 
350 of thc remainder, will be sent tn »» j » , , hrt,t ordered, and 

ready on the 18th of Xovemwtil? tefnrwaldh ^ and ,h * "*• wi *ici. wn ue 
In order to avoid delay a sligKv JSn^ TZ y “ T'* °PP°« un "y that date, 
the second supply; it is, howvtTi"I.h • T* 1 P 8 *?™ L ha * Permitted in 
those previous); ordered. ’ " ed that ,n 8,1 «»ent,al. they are no t inferior to 
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24. The telegram, of which a copy was forwarded with your Secretary’s letter No. 32, 
respecting the weight of packages, was noticed in the 13th paragraph of my above* 
mentioned despatch of 1867. 

25. The stores required for the Armstrong guns, asked for by a telegram of the 23rd 
of September, of which a copy was received with your Secretary's letter of that date No. 33, 
were dispatched to Aden by the vessel of the Peninsula and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company which left Southampton on the 4th of October. Subsequently, your telegram 
of the 11 til of Octol>er, correcting your previous demand, was received. The fuzes therein 
asked for, which had not been previously supplied, were forwarded to Aden by the mail 
steamer of the 27th instant 

26. A detailed list (No. 5) of the stores ordered up the present time for the purposes 
of the expedition forms an inclosure to this despatch. 

27. In continuation of the papers which were forwarded with the 13th paragraph of 
my despatch No. 131 respecting the aid granted by the Ottoman Government for the 
purposes of the expedition, I transmit a copy of a letter from the Foreign Office, dated the 
10th instant, with its inclosures, respecting the facilities afforded for the passage of the 
British troops through the Egyptian territory. 

28. You were informed in the last paragraph of my despatch No. 124 that a request 
had been made by the Ambassador of the King of Italy that permission might be granted 
to two officers of the Italian array to accompany the expedition to Abyssinia. Similar 
applications have been made by the Representatives of the Swedish and Netherlands 
Governments ; and I inclose a copy of the reply which the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, with my concurrence, has caused to be addressed to the several Ministers. A 
similar answer will be given to applications of a like nature in future. 

29. A copy of a letter addressed to me, on behalf of the Committee of the Church of 
Scotland for watching over the interests of Her Majesty's Presbyterian soldiers and sailors, 
is forwarded for your information, together with a copy of the reply which I caused to 
be sent 

30. The inclosed work, on the Falasha and Kamants in Abyssinia, with a vocabulary 
of the Falasha language, composed by the Rev. Martin Find, and edited by the 
Rev. Dr. Krapf, having been brought to my notice, I have obtained 200 copies, which will 
be forwarded to Sir Robert Napier. 

31. I forward a copy of a letter from Colonel Claremont, giving an interesting 
account of a conversation which he has held with M. Galinier, one of the authors of a 
French work on Abyssinia. 

32. With reference to your telegrams of the 5th and 15th of October, and to my 
reply of the 18th (of which'a copy is inclosed), I am desirous that, as stated in mv 
telegraphic message of the 10th, you should use your own discretion in the matter of the 
construction of a railway from the coast to the highlands. Should you decide on adopting 
it, I shall be prepared to co-operate with you, by the speedy supply of such stores and 
materials as you may require from this country. 

33. In addition to the various papers which have been already transmitted to you on 
this subject, I forward a letter from Mr. Haddon, C.E., with its inclosures, respecting a 
pontoon railway which he proposes to lay down. As he states that a copy of the papers 
was sent to you by the last mail, the drawing, of which only one copy has been received, 
will be forwarded direct to Sir Robert Napier. 

34. An extract of a letter from Colonel Manby, which has been forwarded to me 
from the War Office, respecting an engineer named Jeffrey Bey, is also inclosed tor your 
information. 

35. In continuation of the papers which accompanied the 17th paragraph of my 
despatch of the 15th of October, I forward a copy of the letters noted in the margin,* 
respecting the issue of articles of clothing, Ac., to the detachments proceeding to 
Abyssinia. 

36. The services of Lieutenant-Colonel Mil ward, R.A., the A?*istant-Director of 
Ordnance, has been placed at the disposal of Sir Robert Napier by the Secretary of State 
for War, with the concurrence of the Field Marshal commanding in chief, for employment 
with the Abyssinian expedition, in compliance with the special request made in his 
Excellency's telegram of the 19th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) STAFFORD II. NOUTHCOTE. 


No. 1082. 

Lord Clinton to Mr. Bgerton.—(Received November 7.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office^ Nover.iber 7, 1867. 

I AM directed hy Sir S. Northcote to acknowledge your letter of the 5th instant,* 
inclosing a translation of the letter which His Highness the Viceroy of Egypt has, with 
the full consent and approval of Her Majesty’s Government, addressed to king Theodore, 
urging on him the expediency of avoiding coercive measures on the part of the British 
nation by at once liberating his captives; and l am in rcnlv to convey to you the thanks 
of Sir S. Northcote for the communication in question, and the renewed expression of bis 
hope that the Viceroy’s efforts may be successful. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 

No. 1083. 

Lord Stanley to the Marquis d' Axeglio. 


M. le Marquis, Foreign Office , November 7, 1867. 

I DID not fail, in accordance with the letter which I had the honour to address to 
you on the 30th ultimo,t to communicate to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India 
the offer which has been made by the Italian Government of using their influence with 
certain Italian missionaries in Abyssinia, w ith a view to obtain the release of the European 
prisoners. 

I have now to assure you, M. le Marquis, that Her Majesty’s Government arc fully 
sensible of the friendly intentions of the Italian Government, and as the sole object of 
the operations now in progress is to obtain the release of the captives, Her Majesty’s 
Government would view with satisfaction any step that might be independently taken by 
a friendly Power to bring about that result without bloodshed. 

I must, however, at the same time add that Her Majesty's Government having felt it 
necessary to proclaim their intention of insisting upon King Theodore’s compliance with 
a demand of which he does not even dispute the justice, cannot now invite the interven¬ 
tion of another party without weakening the effect of their own proceeding, and discredit* 
ing to some extent the officer in whose hands they have placed the conduct of the 
affair. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 

No. 1084. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 8, 1867. 

WITH reference to ray letter of the 12th September, 1 am directed by I^ord Stanley 
to transmit to you, for the information of Secretary Sir Stafford Northcote, the accom¬ 
panying despatch from Her Majesty's Consul at Kustchuk,} inclosing a copy of a letter 
from M. Lejean upon the subject of Abyssinia. 

I am to request that this despatch may be returned when done with. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EOEKTON. 

No. 1085. 

Colonel Lindsay , M.P., to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 8.) 

My Lord, Lorkinge , Wantage, Berks, November 8, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a memorial from Mrs. Selina Bowers, who 
is now living at Wantage, Berks. The Memorialist prays for some assistance from Her 
Majesty’s Government for her own maintenance and for her children's education. 

The Memorialist founds her petition upon the strength of on agreement entered into 
between her late husband and Colonel Merewether, a cony of which agreement I herewith 
inclose. The Memorialist states that her husband would never have left his employment 
in the dockyards had he not been assured that his entering into the service of the King of 
Abyssinia was in accordance of the wishes of the Government 

The Memorialist thinks that the second paragraph in the agreement entered into 

• No. 1076. f No. 1049. J No. 1066. __ 
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between her husband and Colonel Lockyer gives her some claim upon the merciful 
consideration of the Government, who, though not legally bound to pay her any portion 
of the three years’ salary guaranteed to her late husband, may yet think that in con¬ 
sideration of her destitute condition, brought about by the loss of her husband, who died 
in the service to which he was called by officers in Her Majesty's service. Some Govern¬ 
ment help may be extended to her, if not for her own maintenance, at all events for the 
education of her children. I have the honour to beg your Lordship’s favourable con¬ 
sideration for the inclosed memorial, and remain, Ac. 

(Signed) ROBT. LOYD LINDSAY, 

M.P.for Berks. 

Minutes. 

Might not a little exceptional favour be shown to this poor widow, whose case is 
quite exceptional, and need not be allowed to form a precedent ? 

In the other cases the men are alive, and have lost nothing but the situations they 
held before they entered into the engagements; but Mrs. Bowers has lost her sole means 
of support. 

She admits that she has no legal claim, but should it not be borne in mind that her 
husband was probably much influenced in entering into the agreement by the consideration 
that, in the event of his death, his widow and children would be provided for? a«, had he 
been only one day in the Emperor's service, we should have been undoubtedly liable for 
his three years’ salary (900J.). 

J H. C. ELIOT. 


I agree with Mr. Eliot in thinking this poor woman’s cas3 an exceptional one. An 
exception has already been made in favour of Mr. Talbot, the chief engineer of the 
expedition, who lias been granted an extra quarter’s salary, and it seems to me that this 
poor woman’s petition might be favourably entertained, although no doubt she has no 
claim on Government. 

November 12, 1867. _ C. VIVIAN. 


The Secretary of State has no right to make a grant, and has no money out of which 
to give it. 


° J. M. 

Express extreme regret that Her Majesty’s Government are unable to make an 
exception in this case to the other cases of workmen who entered into similar engage¬ 
ments, and whose claims to compensation have necessarily been dealt with in accordance 
with their written agreement. 


J. M. 


8 . 


Incloaure in No. 1085. 

Memorial. 

To Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Foreign Department. 

THE Memorial of Selina Bowers, of Tanner’s Street, Wantage, in the county of 
Berks, humbly showeth :— 

That your Memorialist is the widow of Charles Bowers. 

That Charles Bowers was an iron and brass moulder in Her Majesty’s Arsenal at 
Woolwich, where he hail worked at intervals for a period of eleven years. 

That the said Charles Bowers was engaged by Colonel Merewether. Her Majesty’s 
Resident at Aden, to serve King Theodore of Abyssinia, under agreement for three years, 
as iron and brass moulder, at a salary of 300/. per annum. 

That the said Charles Bowers would not have resigned his employment in Her 
Majesty’s Arsenal had he not been assured that his entering into the service of the King 
of Abyssinia was in accordance with the wishes of Her Majesty’s Government. 

That the said Charles Bowers sailed with others from Southampton in the ship 
** Mttsiliw” on November 4th, 1866, to Mussowah, where he was ordered to Aden in 

May mt . t 

That the said Charles Bowers died of sun-stroke, or his way back, on board the ship 
“ Ellora,” and was buried in the Red Sea. 
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That by the death of the said Charles Bowers your Memorialist is left entirely 
destitute with three very young children. 

That your Memorialist therefore humbly prays that you will be pleased mercifully to 
take her sad case into your consideration, and award her 9ome means for her own support 
and her children’s education. 

Tanner’s Street, Wantage, Berks, October 31, 1867. 

(Signed) SELINA BOWERS. 


No. 1086. 

Substance of a Letter from M. Colo chert no . 

MR. KALOKA1R1NOS (COLOCHERISO) asks for letters of recommendation to 
the Commander-in-chief of the English expedition to Abyssinia, in order that he may be 
employed therein. He is induced to do so by the connection of some of his relatives with 
the British Government. He hopes for a favourable and speedy answer, refers to members 
of his family as representing the Foreign Office at Heraclca and Ritome, and intimates 
that the British Museum is under obligations to one of them. Ho takes the liberty 
of inclosing a paper (on the Hellenism of Russia) for publication in' the “ Times,” if 
possible. 

Date:—St. Petersburg, October 1867. 

Address:—Rue Michel, Maison Micherskoi, No. 4, Hotel Vizandia, St. Petersburg. 

Addressed to Lord Stanley. 


No. 1087.; 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 11, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretary 
of State for India in Council, the accompanying letter in Romaic, which has been addressed 
to his Lordship by a Mr. Colocherino, asking for employment in the Abyssinian expe¬ 
dition, together with a short precis in English of its contents.* 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1088. 

Memorial of John C. Morris , Assistant Engineer on the late Abyssinian Engineering 

Expedition. 

To the Right Hon. Lord Stanley, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

My Lord, Anderton\ Hotfl. Fleet Street, Noiember II, 1867. 

YOUR humble petitioner, John C. Morris, assistant engineer on the late Abyssinian 
expedition, sent out last November by Her Majesty’s Government, appeals to your 
1/ordship, with the hope that your lordship may be graciously pleased to confer on me 
an appointment in the line of my profession on the Abyssinian expedition now in prepura' 
tion, and humbly pray that my application on this occasion will not be in vain. 

During the four months I have been stationed at Moncooloo, Massowah, I mode 
myself useful in effecting permanent improvements in Her Majesty's Consulate’s residence, 
have become thoroughly acclimatized, understand a portion of the language, and am quite 
familiar with the manners and customs of the Abyssinians. 

Mr. Talbot, engineer-in-chief of the expedition, being compelled (through sickness) 
to return to England, left Massowah early in February, and by directions of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Merewether. C.B., the sole charge of the mechanics devolved on me ; I carefully 
tended to their wants, remained with them throughout until their arrival in England, 
and faithfully discharged the confidence reposed in me to the complete satisfaction of 
Colonel Merewether, who frequently expressed his high approval of the business-like 
manner in which I carried out his commands. 


• No. 1086. 
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him with the title of “ Most Illustrious and Enlightened Sovereign ” an appellation of 
which I fear His Sable Majesty has shewn himself to be totally unworthy. 

Trusting that your Lordship will not look upon me as troublesome or impertinent, 
I have Ac. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PETER TICKLE. 



Inclosure in No. 1102. 

Mr. Tickle to King Theodore. 

To His Most Eminent and Beneficent Majesty the Emperor of Abyssinia. 

Most Illustrious and Enlightened Sovereign, May 2, 1867. 

IT is with feelings of the most profound veneration and mpsot that 1 venture humbly 
to offer to your Majesty my sincere congratulations on yo» t Majwfcy being descended in a 
direct line from that wisest of men and greatest of Israel’s Kings, Solomon. Your Majesty 
has great reason to be proud of this high distinction. The Queen of Sheba, the illus¬ 
trious progenitor of your Majesty, must have been impelled by a holy zeal and by the 
purest love of divine truth to have come (to use the words of our blessed Lord) from the 
utmost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and at the same time to receive 
with delight that heavenly wisdom. It is indeed surprising that the fact of your Majesty 
being a lineal descendant of Solomon, and through him of King David, the inspired 
Psalmist of Israel, should have been so little known, and owing to that circumstance, not 
properly appreciated among the learned in this country. I can only account for this 
neglect on the part of my countrymen from the majority of them being unacquainted with 
Jewish history as handed down by Josephus. This ignorance on their part must be my 
apology on behalf of my countrymen. Nevertheless I feel deeply thankful to the Ixird 
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, for his having vouchsafed to 
me the inestimable privilege of rejoicing with a Sovereign honoured with such numerous 
marks of divine favour as your Majesty unquestionably is. 

The beautiful language of Scripture which the Queen of Sheba, your Majesty’s most 
distinguished ancestor, was moved by the Holy Spirit to address to Solomon, applies 
practically to your Majesty, and also to all other Princes who are filled with wisdom, and 
with the desire of carrying out the beneficent designs of the Most High. The words of 
Scripture to which I refer are these, " Blessed be the Lord thy God who delightetb in 
thee to set thee on the throne of Israel, because the Lord loveth Israel for ever; therefore 
made he thee King to do judgment and justice.” 

That your Miyesty n»ay long be spared to continue to aid in the great work of 
establishing* the Lord’s new kingdom of righteousness, truth, and love in the hearts not 
only of the people of Abyssinia, but of the people of Africa at large, is the fervent prayer 
of your Majesty’s earnest and devoted admirer, 

(Signed) PETER TICKLE. 


No. 1103. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Kalokairinos. 

Foreign Office , November 20, 1867. 

LORD STANLEY has communicated to the Secretary of State for India your letter 
ol the |J(th ultimo,* asking for a letter to the Commander-in-chief of the Abyssinian 
expedition, with a view to your employment therein; and 1 am to thank you tor the offer 
of your services, of which, however, flier Majesty's Government have no occasion to avail 
themselves. 

I am, Ao. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


. i I 
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1103*. 

I * pti |f ,)r T*™ 1 "I 'tome'oC ^'**’ .ontinue. la hold in 

myself, and bis persistent disregard of friendly renns >n! T ^P^lly accredited to him by 
that of making a peremptory demand for the ’f me no a,ternativ * but 

by an adequate force. l0n m y subjects, and supporting it 

con fid ^%TS y th d .^po a rt n r* f r that ~ • -1 

o°f n "; 0 crr the,r TOUntrymen fr 0 - " «*£ bTcS 

I have ducted that paper, on the aubject .hall be forthwith laid before you. 


No. 1104. 


(No. 9. Consular.) ^ ^ ‘° CW<W *' 

.. * HAVE received your despatch No. 36 of the Juhlfii Not V ,tber ao . 1867. 
which you had had with his Excellency Dervish piJlT; reporting a conversation 
Abyssinia; and I have to instruct vou L ™ * ♦ T? a I c,aUve the expedition to 

Majesty’s Government for the valuable km ° l ° b>* Excellency the thanks of Her 
occasion, as well as for his ^ made to on that 

and mules purchased by Her Majesty’s Governmem g accommot, " tio ° *>r the horses 

I am, Ac. 

---(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1106. 

Sir, Maj ° r 0nrral ^ B LU,aid 10 Mr Oammmd .— (Received November 20.) 

, I** dir f cted by Secretary Sir John Pakimrtnn ,* nr ' mh <‘ r >9. 1867. 

-ord Stanley, the inclosed copy of a letter from fw * t ™ nsn,,t ' for th « information of 
and an extract of a letter of the ^une date fmm ? ! ' V ,T tUm ’ fl «tod 11th instant 
b^nng testimony to the great assistance rendered t» the General l™ne. 

Vice-Consulate at that place, and am t,?t at Valencia 

them h 

I have, Ac. 

_(8igned) EDWARD LUGARD. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1106. 

(Extract.) ^ <W 0tnerttl lmne 10 U ‘j”-°'n'ral Sir K Ug ar*. 

I hnvl t0brmsthe favourablenotice N ? rmhfr l«67. 

Ihave received from Charles Barrie Jhm .. S ? m srv of fie assistance 

from his partner, J. H. Dart Esn 2** • 8 Vice-Consul in Valencia «nH 

on my arrival. Both these ’gentlemen have hflh! ^ J 1 *™ f. u I rin * his temporary absence 
way since I have been in Valencia. th 0,4 mam ‘er aided me in every 


Inclosnre 2 in No. 1105 

^ * Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

THE Commission established at Val#»n«u k * “t ncu l\ 8 P ain * November 1 i, 1 867 

* No. 1092. 





Assistant CoramiiwarY-Oeneral Irvine, I feel it to be my duty to bring to your notice the 
unvarying support and great assistance which has been at all times rendered to the Com¬ 
mission by Her Majesty's Vice-Consulate at this place, at first represented by J. E., Esq., 

and latterly by C. Barrie. Esq. , . , - 

Much extra labour has been thrown on this Vice Consulate, not only in the matter of 
transports and shipping, but also in various other details connected with the mule 

PUPd hfevcry instance the Vice-Consul has most assiduously forwarded the views of the 
Commission; by affording all the information in his power, sparing neither time nor trouble 

to further the object of Her Majesty’s Government in this matter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HALE WORTHAM. 


No. 1106. 

Major-General Peart to Mr. Eqerton.—(Received November 20.) 

gj r India Office. November 19, 1867. 

IN continuation of my letter of the 6th instant, 1 am directed by the Secretary of 
State for India in Council to transmit, for the information of the Secretary of Slate for 
Foreign Affairs, a copy of a further despatch which has been addressed to the Government 
of Bombay, respecting the measures adopted in this country, in connexion with the 
Abyssinian exi>edition. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


Inclosure in No. 1106. 

Sir Stafford Northcote to the Governor in Council, Bombay. 

Sir? ^ ^ India Office , November 15, 1867. 

1. IN continuation of my despatch dated the 31st ot October, lSfi/,* I proceed to 
communicate to you the further measures of detail w Inch have been adopted in this country 
respecting the Abyssinian expedition. 

2. With reference to the information conveyed to you in the second paragraph 
of my despatch, relating to the supply of coal at Aden, I have been informed by tbe 
Admiralty that they have received intimation from the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company, that no portion of the 30,000 tons of coal which they have 
undertaken to supply at that place can arrive before January, and that it is feared that the 
stock in hand may not be sufficient to meet the heavy demands which are likely to be 
made upon it. I have, accordingly, telegraphed instructions to you that all steam 
ships leaving India for the Red Sea should be tilled with coal to the utmost ot their 

i a pacff \ .j received> vith muc h regret, the telegram from your Government, 

announcing that the “ Bosphorus,” one of the hired transports, has been lost in Algoa 
Bay. The information has been communicated to the Director ot 1 ransport Services. 

4. Your telegram ot the 7th of November, inquiring whether there are any special 
arrangements in the hospital ships for keeping ice, was answered by telegraph on the 15th 
instant. In the •* Go’den Fleece ” there are two rooms, containing together 25 tous; in 
the “ Mauritius,” two rooms, together containing 28 tons; and in the ” Queen ot the 
South,” two rooms, which will together hold 37 tons. 

5. In order that there may be no difficulty in obtaining ice on board the hospital 

ships, 1 have given directions that three of Keith’s freezing machines be obtained, 
and forwarded overland, with an adequate supply of the powders requisite for manu¬ 
facturing the ice. , , _ , ... 

6. A copy of a letter from the War Office, dated the 30th of October, with the 

accompanying Memorandum, on the subject of tie code ot signals which lias been 
prepared tor use with the Expeditionary Force, is transmitted for the information ot your 

Excellency. .... . i 

7. I also forward a copy of a demi-official correspondence which has taken place with 


Inclosure in No. 1081. 
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Captain Beaumont, R.E.,* on the subject of the advantage w hich he conceives would bo 
derived from the use of balloons for the purpose of reconnoitring. Captain Beaumont 
has been informed that I am not prepared to adopt his proposal, unless Sir Robert Napier 
should intimate his views on the subject. r 

8. A copy of a letter from Major Russell is enclosed, bringing to notice the hospital 
stretcher which has been patented by him,—together with an extract from a report bv the 
I rofessor of Military Surgery at Netlev Hospital on the subject 

9. I am not aware what steps have been taken by vour Government respecting the 

provision of ambulance. On the 29th of August a telegram was received from you, 
expressing the wish of the Commander in Chief to he supplied with 100 land transport 
waggons and 30 ambulances; and on the following day I inquired, bv telegraph, what sort 
of ambulances was wanted. To this message J received no replv ; and, therefore, on the 
bth instant, I again inquired, by telegraph, whether you still wish ambulance to lie 
sent to Abyssinia, and if so, what sort. As yet, no answer has licen received from vour 
Excellency. 3 

.. Jr 0, me ? nti , r ? c \ however > I have requested to be favoured with tho opinion of 

the W ar Office on the kind best adapted for field service, iti order that no delay may occur 
it a demand should arrive for such carriage to be supplied to the force. The absence of 
roads in the country will, no doubt, throw very serious impediments in the wav of providing 
a ready transport for the sick or wounded. 

11. \ our inquiry as to the nature ot the Otago saddle was answered by a telegram 
on the 11th of November, to the effect that it is a saddle with a tree and scat for riding’ 
and that it is fitted with hooks and pads on either side for carrying baggage. 

12. You will, before this reaches you, have received a minute description of the mode 
ot packing the mountain equipment on the saddle, which has been prepared by Colonel 
W ray. In addition to the copies of papers on this subject which have been already 
forwarded to you I now inclose four sets of the diagrams therein referred to, and four sets 
ot photographs of the equipment. 

13. A supplementary report by Lieutenant Le Messurier, on the tube wells, is herewith 

transmitted. Copies ol this and the documents mentioned in the preceding paragraph have 
been sent to Sir Robert Napier at Aden. ‘ * * 

14. An offer having been made by Messrs. Cholles & Co., the patentees and only 
manufacturers ot compressed vegetables, to furnish a further supply of this article at a 
cheaper rate, if ordered at once, than that at which they will be able to provide it at a later 
season, I telegraphed to you on the 28th of October to know whether vou wished for 
more than the 15,000 lbs. already sent. No answer lias vet been received by me. 

15. With reference to the proposition that the force should be accompanied by a 
certain number of scientific gentlemen, application has been made to Her Majesty’s 
Government by the I rustces of the British Museum that an archaeologist may be permitted 
to join the expedition, and by the Council of tbe Zoological Society of London that a 
gentleman competent to report on the zoology of the country may also be allowed to 
accompany the torce. A copy of the correspondence on this subject is inclosed f \s in 
the case ot the appointment of Mr. Markham as Geographer, mentioned in mv despatch 
of the 31st ultimo, it is not the intention of Her Majesty’s Government that these 
gentlemen should be placed .n any official position, or invested with any departmental 
authority ; but they do not doubt that Sir Robert Napier will give them every assistance in 
his power in furtherance of their labour* and researches. They will be informed that 
when "itInn the limits ot Abyssinian territory, their movements must be entirely subject 
to the control and sanction of the C’ommandcr-in-Chief. 

16 I have been in communication with Mr. Prosser, on the subject of an apparatus 
which he has prepared for illuminating, by means of the lime light, a space of considerable 
extent. In the expectation that this invention may prove useful in case of a night attack 
on the camp, or any similar emergency, I have sanctioned the purchase of three sets of the 
apparatus, which will be sent to Abyssinia with other stores by a vessel which will leave 
England about the 18th of this month. A copy of a report by Lieutenant St. John on the 
subject^ is inclosed for your information. 

17. You will have learnt from the 6th paragraph of my despatch, No. 131, that the 
request contained in your telegram of the 7th ot November, that the pack-saddles may be 

• UU4f fr .m ( ap.ain H«,unio n t, dated October 11, 1867, with a note bv Colonel Lefroy : \rt'*r to Caotain 

n,e « ora "‘ lum I'resident of the Ordnance Select Commute*. (Led 

October 30. 1867 * V *'" dated Octol * r 27 ’ ,867 J ***«’ to Captain Beaumont, dated 

t Letter from British Mu*utn. dated October 15; letter to Trea.ury, dated October 25- letter from 

r‘ th >a n 'l" te) ’ '? tCd V C, ° U ' r leUer from Society, dated October 17 ; letter to I r.-aaiirv 

dated October 24 ; letter Iron, Treaty, dated October 30; letter to Zo^kil Soc.ety, dated November 2 * 
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«ot to Suez, bos been antfci|»te<i. dilmteb^Tt'hat'pI^'. wTcreTh^offiir in charge 
telegram of the 14th. have abobeen 1 an d er -in-chief of the expedition, 
of them will await instructions from the ^ . r the margin ,* respecting issues 

18. A copy of the letters from th Abyssinia, is transmitted in continuation ot 

of clothing. &c.. to detachments prcKJ^di t A y ^ of thc 31st ultimo. 

those which accompanied the 35th « pn f ^ JJj tfae gtate 0 f Surgeon J. Bams 

19. A copy of the by « which were forwarded to you in the 

health is inclosed, in continuation of mill. i 

11th paragraph of the same despatch. , , » « • *i, e r lg t G f officers ordered to proceed 

‘io Surgeon Niven, wboae owing to his absence from England, 

to Egvpt m the “ Mendoza, having P mlt 0 f embarking on that vessel, has 

he did not receive the instructions in P , and Oriental Company’s steamer rom 

been allowed to take his pamge by th em u where he wi ll follow the directions 

Marseilles on thc 20th instant, and to p«ww of t , •„ officer’s letters, dated the 

which he may receive from Sir Robert 4 f a ^. * retentio 1 n ’ of his Staff appointment, is trans- 
2nd and 4th November, on tlie sul.ject o uke guch measures as are necessaiy to 

milted for your information. You wdl, ^ « “ f this coun try, from being placed 

prevent any officer who may b ordered to Abvss permitted to return to India 

J n a worse position than he would have held it 

and had then been ordered on^ foreign ^service. been received. Instructions 

21. Your Secretary’! letters, Nos..36, p0 wdcr, fuzes, and boxes for 

had been previously given for the suppl , ettep da ted the 3rd of October, No. 3 /a, 

treatment of fractures therein requested. sta ff a nd stores would be required 

or - 

miles. r .leunatch No. 131 , 1 acquainted you with my reason 

22. In the 1 Ith paragraph of my deapat<*^P of El ', field riflc ammunition. As 

lor not complying with your indent for 1. • Robert Napier i« ilesirous of 

1 gtven d.reet.ons 

* *&££££ having been 

of preserving meat, I have sanctioned a l f ' f Lrgvon Dewar is transmitted, 
the use Of the European troops. A copy °theIt ter .re r j; imcnt 

and I shall he glad to receive a report.on :hi u- « J b ‘ en forwarded to me from lie 
2d. A copy of a letter from Major^Oandge **.ch from the use of coflee, 

p ‘ t “ 

provision of tweuty.four of Grant's pontoon Kettles, which 

the 18th of this month. r d who ; s attached to the Topographical 

20. Lieutenant Hosier* of the -nd Lite C.mm he Statfol - sir Robert Napier, 

Department of the War Office, has K copv of the letter from the War 

in accordance with the request of his A cop. 

0ffiC 27 a 'Tht ’MS of ^ration, or already dispate,nd to Abyssinia, 

forms an accompaniment to this despatch. 

(Sig nJ) '^AFFORD H. NOKTUCOTE. 

No. 1107. 

Major-General Pear s to Mr. Eger (on. -(Received November 22.) 

India Office, November 21, 1867. 

81r ’ I AM directed by the Secretary ofS.atefiir India in Gouneil Her 

receipt of your letter of the th^EmixW of the French bad found in a 

Ambassador at Fans, stating .bat 1#A Corap .„ } , R.pt 

K,V. Aoilh,. 
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regiment at Bayonne, a surgeon who was for two years medical attendant to King 
Theodore, and that His Majesty was willing that this officer should, if it were thought 
desirable, come to England to furnish information. 

2. In reply I am desired to request that, while thanking Ilis Majesty for this offer, 
Lord Lyons may be directed to state that Her Majesty’s Government do not think it 
necessary to put* the officer in question to the trouble and inconvenience of coming to 
this country ; but that they will lie much obliged for any written communication which 
he may be able to make upon any points which he may lx* in a position to afford infor¬ 
mation which will be useful to the Commander-in-chief of the expeditionary force. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 1108. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 22, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to von the accompanying translation 
of a note which lias been received from the Prussian Ambassador at this Court,* request¬ 
ing that facilities may be afforded by the British authorities in Abyssinia to Herr 
Gerhard Rolilfs, who is going to tfiat country, under the auspices of the Prussian 
Government, with a view to the exploration of the African continent. 

I am to request that you will inform Sir S. Northeote that, on the receipt of your 
letter of the 12th ultimo, the Swedish Charge d’Affaires at this Court was informed 
that Her Majesty’s Government could not give permission for a Swedish Professor to 
accompany the expedition; and moreover, that it was not intended to give such 
permission to any men of science, whether foreigners or British subjects. 

Under these circumstances, Lord Stanley would he glad to lie informed what 
answer should, in Sir S. Northcote’s opinion, be returned to Count Bemstorff’s applica¬ 
tion. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) JAM E8 M UR RAY. 


No. 1109. 

Mr. Morris to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 23.) 

My Lord, Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street, London, November 21, 1807. 

1 HAVE had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s replyf to my letter of the 9th 
ultimo, renewing my application for an ap{K>intmerit as engineer on the present Abys¬ 
sinian Expedition, to the effect that any appointments in connection with the expedi¬ 
tion should Ik* applied for through the Secretary of State for India. 

I forwarded my application to the Secretary of State for India, and was informed 
“that as the force is to Ik* dispatched from India, it is not probable that volunteers 
will lx* sent out from this country.” 

I humbly lx*g that your Lordship may Ik; graciously pleased to allow me the 
honour of a few moments’ interview to explain how I am circumstanced, and feel 
assured that I can satisfactorily explain to your Lordship that it never was my 
intention to have taken any steps whatever for the recovery of the balance of my three 
years’ salary. 

I was under the impression tliat I would have had an opportunity of fulfilling 
the engagement, or, in the event of my not lx*ing successful, that I might have been 
given some other appointment, and gave up a good appointment in Brazil to join the 
expedition. 

I regret very much that, unfortunately, I had been induced to have had counsel’s 
opinion on the construction of the Agreement only after my application for the balance 
of my three years’ salary had been referred to the las. clause contained therein, which 



• No. 1098. 


t No. 1092. 
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, 3 > u w Wn the only set of impropriety I 
ix^Hip-. Wnd^pgr 

$£. , . „ t to MfU BUC h an appointment, and will most willingly meur 

« 3 £ 5 § 3 S« " 3 

. s m ;- rs;, ■ssass.^ 5 ' »■»-* -—— 

qrusrsss«A-.--- fkTOte 

„„ jssa^ssis^i **— 


Minute, 

Decline interview, and eannot give him any money. j. MUEEAY. 


Say nothing* 


S. 


No. 1110. 

Lord Stanley to Lord Lyons. 

Up 

IgsH^aisS 

;: *j [AM . ey . 


No. mi. 

Mr. Murray to Consul Barrie. 

»• ST „ - a.»« 5 

the Commissioners employed by Her Jap*} 
for the Abyssinian expedition. 


I 
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rendered by Alessre.BL^^a^^art. 1 ^^ “ recemn ^ thU testimony to the services 

I am, &c. 

_ (Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1112. 

^ S,anl t y.- { R'c'i wd Nnmb „ w ) 

(Translation.) 7 

My Lord, p 

AS a sequel to mv letter of the hJn?*? .T* 9, ^ cton * November 23, 1867. 
Rohlfa, I do mvself the honour to inform l 7 Spcctl ^ tbe geographer Gerhard 

haa given Count Seeken^Rret SenTt in th F^t T t®* “W* thc Ki "« 
permission to take part, at his own evnen^ TV th F™* Re ^ menl of Foot Guards, 
In order to facilitate CX P e t d,t,on to Abyssinia, 

military authorities. I beg respectfully that "1 th V* Britfch civiI ™ d 

him to them ; and 1 have to remark at the same lim tv -T nia y Jj® Phased to recommend 
able to Count Seckendorff if he mi^ht be LmTt^T * wo “ ,d be Particularly agree- 
for Alexandria, and thence onforThe seated hv B f ,Wl officers * ^oWrt 

Navigation Company’s ship which leaves M^ilL P ™ msu .J ar i an <J Oriental Steam 
especially Lieutenant Hozier, of the 2nd Life Pm. n i °? 4?® 3 , rd of Scomber, and 
Robert Napier’s staff. * iards » " I 10 kas been appointed on Sir 

With the most distinguished consideration, &e. 

( Si g n ^I) BERN8TORFF. 


No. 1113. 

Major-General Poor, to Mr. E g erton.~ ( Receioed Nevembm- 23 ) 

Sir, 

.1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for HP" 9 F° vember 22 > ,8fi7 * 

receipt of your letter of the 13th instant t and tn , m ( ouncd t(J acknowledge the 

has been informed .hut Sir Stafford Nonhco °e MET* «“* Dr. Pe.emmnn 

eop'es nf the maps of Abyssinia prepared by him and , M ^ ’ Uppl ' e , d with >« 

which he refers has not been received at this office. * M> Munz,, ‘g e » « report to 

I have, &c. 

--(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 1114. 

(Confidential.) W ‘° ' /r ^^—(Recmved November 25.) 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt „r *"*? °^ M > November 23, 1867. 
inclosures from Sir R. Ualyell and M Lel^^ P t he /reneh r®’ ° f , “ ,e Hth i"*tant, with 
returning these documents. I am to state T’r th. • r h C : 0l,sul at Snlonica ; and, in 
Sir Stafford Northcote does not deem if' nH ■ ut ,n formation of Lord Stanley that 

contained in M Lejean’s letter of the 11th October ’fawhhlFl him8c ‘ ,f of the proposal 
his thanks may be conveyed to that gentlernon. ' ’’ ho * ever » he requests that 

I am, &«. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 


10 Q 
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No. 1115. 

M. d'Kvervijn to Lord StanUy.^enoed Nooemkrr 25.) 

Londrn, k 23 Nooombro 1867. 

Mi, °?K me sms empre.^ * port*, de" £X£r“n da* du 19 

contenu de la note que votre ExeeUenaM,^ f ^ ,, armde ^ p, y , Baa poanaient 

ad re m“'nS°re Ur part 5 ftxpJjo. en A£-£. dv>ffrir ^ercimenU de 

En rtponae 4 <*tte communication jevien d «re ^^« ^ , e Gouve rnement de 

mon Gouvernement 4 votre ! ^^eTcftte occasion, et de porter:4 la con™a»nccda 
Sa Majeaus Britanmque a Ue “ tenant F . W. J. Buys profited de lautonaa 

iTrd* reaction eco^ander apdd.lement cet officer 4 

votre^&eigneuriel'et de'pntr votre^Excellence^'avoir W)Ji^ n ® ^^' , ^ r ™'' | ^ 0) ^^ « 

del^etdn BencA n pomr. -££■*, et ^irable dobtemr pour 1. 

possible, U-U renseignementa quu po 

LeU Erm’Siitant de. ordrea au. mentioned, j’.i, jj EVElWIJS. 


No. me. 

Dr. Brko to Lord Stanky.-{lke>iood Novnrbcr 25) 

Bekesbourne, November 22, 1867. 

CoM.ll Comwoo. I „ ... Hie “ Ti.no* 

%&7igxrrSt£ smu ...•• • -> - 

« To the Editor of ‘ The Times.’ 

« Civil Service Club , September 2L 

8 ‘ r, “ In the discussion of the cause of t o’lsul there appears to be 

and the subsequent impnsomnen of himself an & main cause of that grossly 

a great contusion of times and pla^s. A ^ di8pleH 8 Ure , >t is due to him 

ihsttsa.-r i ijaws-■*>'—- “ - ^ • 

... Tsyrpj.' ‘jr r . b s.a^™p ps™ 

ss£r 

February 20, 1862,* and that most ‘favourably received, and ,n the 

&&&&*& ‘stfhxsso-*- , T . r r 

shitra. £ SKA-^es-w or. .wo. ... 

respect. this ia not the fact. t, een under |t, e protection ol the British 

■•The Christian inhabitants of Bogos ha 1 8 , of , he dritwta Government, and 

Consul in Abyssinia, with the knowledge and «pp Consul 1‘lowden, believed 

Consul Cameron, in following m Xsin^pTowden's death, in I860. Egypt M 

that he was acting aevoiding to ordcrs b ^ do ^ KDg i and lo parrel with so 

tnbe ° r Aby8Siman Chri9t, “ 8 ' 


• Inclosure in No. |24. ^nrt I. 


Cameron was blamed by Earl Russell for doing precisely that for which Consul ptowdeu 
had been highly commended by Lord Palmcraton. Thu* it is, that in Earl Russell’s 
ill-timed despatch of October 5. 1865,* to Colonel Stanton (which has far more to do with 
the present lamentable war with Abyssinia than is imagined by any one except those few 
who know the factsf) it is asserted that * Captain Cameron, in going to Bogos, acted without 
orders, and incurred the displeasure of his own Government.’ And more recently the 
policy of England with respect to Bogos has been declared by Lord Stanley, in his 
despatch to Colonel Stanton of December 15, 1866 (Blue Book, page 95),$ to be that 
‘ Her Majesty’s Government do not feel themselves in any way called on to interfere in 
differences and disputes between native tribes residing respectively on the frontiers of 
Egypt and Abyssinia.’ 

“ Still, this is no reason why Consul Cameron should hare incurred the displeasure of 
the Emperor Theodore. On the contrary, his visit to Bogos was made in the cause of 
that Monarch’s Christian subjects, and in company with Samuel, the Emperor’s steward, 
formerly my servant; and had our Consul but returned direct from Bogos to the 
Emperor's Court, even though without an answer from the Queen, no harm could have 
ensued. For he hud only to show that sufficient time had not elapsed for such answer to 
arrive. In fact, his own despatch of October 31,1862,§ forwarding the Emperor’s letter to 
the Queen, did not reach London till February 12,1803, and Lord Russell’s answer to that 
despatch was dated April 22; so that when Consul Cameron returned to Gondur in June 
1863, and met the Emperor there in the following month, not sufficient, or hardly 
sufficient time had elapsed for Lord Russell’s answer to reach him. It has nothing to do 
with the question as it then stood that in that answer the Emperor’s letter to the Queen 
should have been totally ignored. Both Cameron and the Emperor expected a reply, and 
neither of them for a moment imagined that no reply would be sent. All then that 
Cameron had to do, had circumstances been favourable, was to account for the delay as 
above stated, which could not have failed to be satisfactory, especially as M. Bardel, who 
had left the Emperor’s Court with him in November 1862, and Imd gone direct to Paris 
with a letter to the Emperor of the Freuch, was not yet returned, and in fact did not 
return till September following. 

“The real cause of Theodore’s displeasure, then, was not so much that Consul 
C ameron returned in June 1*63 without the so anxiously expected answer from the Queen, 
as that, instead of waiting for it at Massowah, or at all events returning direct from Bogos, 
he had been in the interval into the neighbouring Egyptian provinces; in the Emperor's 

own words,—* He went to the Turks, who do not love me.He stayed with 

them some time, and returned to me.’ 

“The explanation of this is that while in Bogos with Samuel, Consul Cameron 
received from the Foreign Office a despatch containing certain communieati ns which, 
under the circumstances detailed in my work, “The British Captives in Abyssinia,” l imd 
made to the Board of Trade in the months of November and December 1862, respecting 
the expediency of adopting meusurcs for the development of British commerce in Ethiopia, 
and which, as I was informed by the Secretary of that Board, in a letter dated January 10, 
1*6 *, • had been referred by Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs for the 
report of Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah.’ 

“ In consequence of the orders thus conv- yed to him, Consul Cameron went into the 
Egyptian Provinces of Taka and Kalabat, • to see about cotton, and trade, and so forth,’ 
as he wrote from Kedarif on May 25, 1863, in a letter quoted in rav said work, or, as he 
has since written from Ins prison at Magdala, in a letter dated the I Jib ol November, 1866, 
which has been duly recorded, * At Bogus I got a letter from the Foreign Office directing 
me to rejiort on the comparative merits of Souakin and Massowah as the scat of a 
Consulate; also to report on the trade of Souakin. It was this which led me to go to the 
trading stations of Kassala and Matemma.’ 

“This, then, is what the Emperor meant when he accused Cameron of ‘going to the 
Turks,’ and this it is that poor Cameron himself alludes to when he says, in his letter of 
the 25th of May, l866,|| to Mr. Henry D. Seymour, M.P., printed in page 55 ol the 
Abyssinian Blue Book, * I feel somewhat like the lud in the ** Arabian Nights,” who made 
his cheesecakes with pepper, and found that in so doing lie had committed a great political 
offence.’ 

“ 1 have thus shown what was Consul Camerou’s primary offence. The neglect of the 
British Government to reply to the Emperor's letter, the abandonment of the Christian 

* No. 264. 

f See ray Ieu*r t* Lord 8i«nU y of October 9, 1S67, printed in the Blue Book oa the Aliyuiim expedition 
page 324, No 672. 

X No. 520. • § No. 802, Part 1. 


| No. 435. 
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Aby.ninians at Jerusalem, and other alMtiU appeared to have 

imprison mentof our a letter from the Qu£n. What led 

been condoned on Mr. Raaaam s » rn En , oy an d the whole party is a totally 

to the subsequent impnsonment of Her Ma esty s tnvoy an^ . Times ■ 

different question, “[ forth Earl Russell’s ill-advised despatch of October 5 

followup, n |>eeame. without any fault of mine, the primary, cause of the -fortunes -h.eh 
Site since ensued, as I purpose showing on another occasion ^ ^ 

M (Signed) Charles Beke. 

I have, &c. „ 

(Signed) CHARLES BEkE. 


No. 1117. 


Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley.— (Received November 25.) 

Bekeabourne, November. 23, 1867. 

*’ ’sru «of«.«- j- - ixn sftWlSfillSS ■ 

went, is a letter to your Lordship iiom supp | era entarv expedition, with a view to 

ultimo, submitting to you the F«gra j, , F b him Mek Nimmur, who, he says, 

secure the co-operation of a l> *erful ch cf ca c ^ represents as being a 

* •£*—~ - 

.. i. - — —w-. i ' -'Zx.r .'ifU Sffi 

following two extracts from public J °u |1 >* • P eived the chief in question, Mek 
Sir Samuel Baker’s letter ; from "Incit son of (Mek Nirnr), his 

’Umr Wed Nirnr -that is to say, Mek (or Metek upwards of two 

father, the famous chief of that The siune extracts furnish some details 

™ *• frontier" districts between Egypt and Abyss,ma, 

part of a review of Sir Samuel linkers recent 1 vaMal of King 

Speaking of Mek Nimmur, who ,s de f c ” b ^ 1 ‘ “ ar fare Lainut the Turks, being in 

Theodore.” and an maintaining a constant guerilla wanare agom _ 

fact, a shield that protected the heart of ^ agoT ussoo Gobaae, one 

“ Alas for the heart so protected ! \Ve hear tnai iwo ) b the Turk8> 

of the principal chiefs in rebellion against ™ ; individual named Mek Nimmur 

cut the throat of Mek (or Melek) 'Umr, -e dently the md v du Pash a, 

by Sir Samuel Baker,-- the son and successor o 1 the Mek of the Upper Nile 

the son of Mahommed All, ciirin, c for what he had done,"accused the Mek of 

nearly fifty years ago Tussoo. as some cieu«r«r w hat he ■ and tbe Turks , and 

constantly intriguing and fomenting quarrels f ,• ,| 1C Knglioh bv Theodore.’ 

of being, in a great degree, the cause of the Turli6 in tlteir incessant 
Divid* rt im/em has always been the maxim» |hi ; ■’ lcl . necme warfare has doubtless 
advance towards the south. 1 he mise,-able muolI tlm-m^ ^ ^ ^ . M#k Ninl * 

been, ere this, the annexation ot the tree .... - hig Mahometan nt-ighboui-s, will 

Territory whilst lussoo Gobiue s blind lrt u f Abyssinia, thereby adding 

Imvf served lo open to them a road into the ver> nean _ „ 

SSjfS •*£--. being part of 

friendly to the Egyptian authorities, an burned Mohammed All’s 

killed the Mek (Melek) ’l«mr, son ot the Mek N ° scheme of 

son Ismail, at the time of the conquest of ^ acluaUy ta ken 

the Viceroy’s assisting Gobaze, it is true, V* SU * nionslra nce of the Porte, withdraws at this 

place on this side. 1 he \ lt^roy, agams unable to sustain the expendi- 

present juncture his troops from Crete on the p.ea oi oem 0 uuau 
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tore. These troops, however, no sooner arrive in Egypt than they are ordered to the 
frontier of Abyssinia to form part of a force which the Viceroy has said is to amount to 
10,000 men, but which some of his friends say for him is not to be less than 15,000 men. 
All this manoeuvring is quite understood by the Turks, among whom 1 heard it observed, 

* Oh, these are the old Mahomet Ali’s ideas, which might have led to something then 
(and would if France had not stood in the way with her idea thnt Abyssinia might lw 
useful to her one day—an idea which was more developed under the patronage of Marshal 
Soult in 1838-40>, but will come to nothing now.* The Viceroy, in the present straitened 
condition of his finances, which are very far from being improved—his local paper is at 
20 to 21 per cent, per annum discount—would hardly embarrass himself still more by main¬ 
taining so large a force as that he is organizing for the mere purpose of guarding his 
frontier, for which 4,000 or 5,000 men in addition to those he has already there would 
suffice. It is supposed that His Highness has other objects in view besides those assigned 
to him. It may be that he would like to be in a position to step in should we by 
possibility meet with a reverse; or to avail himself of the confusion which our withdrawal, 
after obtaining satisfaction, will inevitably occasion; or to assist Tussoo Gobazc to the 
throne of Abyssinia with terms in favour of Egypt; or, to cut out, in some way, in the 
general imbroglio, a good slice of Abyssinia for himself—perhaps the northern portion of 
Ambara and Tigre—which would give His Highness a free run from Matemnia and Sennaar 
to the Red Sea, of which he obtained, through the assistance of the British Ambassador 
nearly three years ago, by transfer from the I'orte, the two principal Abyssinian ports of 
Suakin and Massowah. All this intriguing and double purpose will not do us any good in 
Abyssinia, where the people, if they see the English and Egyptians playing so much into 
each other’s hands, will naturally consider their cause as one and receive them both in an 
equally hostile spirit.” 

Though I perceive from the letter from the Under Secretary of State for India to 
Sir Samuel Baker, dated the 31st ultimo (No. 932, in page 484 of the Blue Book), that 
Sir Stafford Northcote considers it inexpedient to sanction any independent action that 
might interfere with the full powers intrusted to Sir Robert Napier as Commander-in- 
Chiefof the Abyssinian expeditionary force; still I think it desirable that the facts above 
stated should be brought officially to the notice of your I.ordship, for the information of 
Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have. Sec. 

(Signed) C11A R LES BEKE. 


No. 1118. 


Lord Stanley to M. d'Everwijn. 

M. le Charge d*Affaires, Foreign Office, November 25, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 23rd instant,* 
informing me that First Lieutenant F. W. J. Buijs has been appointed by your Govern¬ 
ment to accompany the expedition to Abyssinia; and I have to inform you that I have 
lost no time in referring your note to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1119. 


Mr. Egerton to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 25, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 25th ultimo,! I am directed by Lord Stanley to 
transmit to you the accompanying copy of a letter from the Netherlands Charge? d’Affaires 
at this Court,• announcing that First Lieutenant F. W. J. Buijs has been selected by his 
Government to accompany the expedition to Abyssinia; and I am to request that you will 
move Secretary Sir S. Northcote to give directions that this Office may receive all due 

•No. 1115. f No. 1118. 
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attention from the officers of.the expedition, and that such facilities as it will be possible 
to give may be accorded to him. , win moVfc S}r g. Northcote to enable 

to him. X amj &c. 

(Signed) £• C. EGEBTON. 


No. 1120. 

Count Maf'i to Mr. Hammond.—(R'ctived November 26 ) 

„f the Italian 

King’s Go, to takepartin the'Com—ron.^hief of 

for the purpose of rceetvmg some letters of nl rodu for , wo or three days. 

“"T "■ st 

Mn^.ss’s assaf-s r.^ 

1 »-«^ •* A , maffei. 


No. 1121. 

The Marquis d'Azeglio lo Lord Stanley.— {Received November 26.) 

40, Grosvenor Street, le 26 Novembre, 1867. 

, v MA HOI ns D’AZEGLIO pr&ente ses compliments b Lord Stanley, et a 
... \ Hnfo rrner,, m suite de la note officiefie du Foreign Office sous la date 

Major delAnnee Rf>^. . ^ Lon , Stanlcy youdra bien, avec sa courto.sie 

habituelle, en donner communication au Department competent, ct ll saisit, c. 


No. 1122. 

Lord Stanley to the Marquis d'Azeglio. 

. , Foreign Office, November 27, 1867. 

I HAVK’the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 26th instant* 

India. 


/ 
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I have to request that you will have the goodness to inform Major Bacon that he 
should call on Sir Stafford Northcote at the India Office at his earliest convenience, in 
order that no delay of any kind may occur in the fulfilment of the request mode in your 
note above referred to. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1123. 

Colonel Sianton to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 27.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo , November 26, 1867. 

THE following report from Colonel Merewether, dated Illalua, 19th November, 
has just reached me:— 

“ Chief of Tekouda met me en route, so went with him to Tekonda. Encamping 
ground excellent, open plain. Water plentiful, but, owing to bad monsoon, forage scarce 
now. Ascent to Tekonda possible for mules and camels, but difficult. Senate route 
preferable. Report has come from Halai that Wagshum Gobazye has taken Magdala, 
but not fully credited. He has been joined by the Galias, and is between Magdala and 
Begcmeder. 120 villages in Kolakozye, including Halai, have sent applications to Colonel 
Merewether for friendly treatment, with tender of services.*’ 


No. 1121. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Mcrivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 27, 1867. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 21st October last* I am directed by Lord Stanley 
to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before Sir Stafford Northcote, copies of two notes 
from the Italian Minister ami the Italian Charge d'Affaires at this Court,f requesting that 
facilities may be granted to Major Bacon and Captain Osio, of the Italian army, to enable 
them to join the expedition to Abyssinia without delay. 

I am to add that Lord Stanley has requested the Marquis d'Azeglio to inform 
Major Bacon that he should proceed to the India Office and wait on Sir Stafford Northcote. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1125. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 27, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith a copy of a note from 
the Prussian Ambassador at this Court,$ requesting that facilities may be granted to 
Lieutenant Count Seckendorff, of the Prussian army, who is desirous of joining the 
expedition to Abyssinia; and 1 am to request that, in laying this paper before the Secretary 
of State for India in Council, you will move him to inform Lord Stanley what reply should 
be returned to Count Bernstorff on this subject. ~ * 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


* No. 1039. 


f No*. 1120 and 1121. 


X No. 1112. 
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No. 1126. 

Lord Stanley to Count Bemstorff. 

, , Foreign Office, November 27, 1867. 

M. l’AmW^aear. your Excellency's note of the 23rd instant 

.^4*2 tts c- 

mended to the British Authorities connected wit^ ex^.uon co j 

Govern ment X am, &c. 

(Signed) STAN LEY. 


No. 1127. 

Acting Comut-Ocncral Roger . to Lord Stanley.-(Rcccired November 27.) 

(No. 38. Consular.) Beyrout, November 8. 1867. 

My V HAVE the honour to report to your Wdship ^afc.days ago ^Governor- 
Genernl of Syria asked me what were ic . . cx . W( ii t i on . I informed him that 

rnu.nZ-Ictg^d^ muleteers"at the rate of 1, M. per day, and were to proceed to 
Alexandria, and thence to ^byssima, ifneM^ary'. Ab inia the seat of war, was, 

in ** if *— such 

Mr 

K fa Ithe men.^ 

Persians, and other strangers . and j /}; j t fc et .p back to start only with 

r arcs ®ss^*s^5s*is'- ■>" 

message from him stating that. < engaged should be made out 

enlistment, the only stipulation being that a list of all men so en D e 

and certified to his Excellency. j ha^'c &c. * 

(Signed) ' E T. ROGERS. 


No. 1128. 


Vice-Consul Grabschicd to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 28.) 

Alexandretla , November 13, 1867. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that all horses and mule> Imught in t^irp^g 
dTfre^^^^^c^te^ this affair; the only 

KSLT.h. most satisfactory manner; and during all 


♦ 


■ 


8b3 

tfeis time \ have exerted myself to the utmost in following strictly the instructions received 
in your despatch of the 29th of August.* 

I have, &o. _ 

(Signed) EMANUEL GRAH8CHIEP. 



No. 1129. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 27.) 

(No. 54.) „ 

My Lord, Cinro, November 16, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that in oonseouence of the indispo¬ 
sition of the Viceroy, who has been confined to his room for a lew days, I have until 
to-day been unable to wait upon His Highness. 

This morning His Highness honoured me with an audience, when 1 took the oppor¬ 
tunity of conveying to him the cordial thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for lh« 
facilities afforded to the British officers uow in Egypt ou duties connected with the 
Abyssinian expedition, as directed by your Lordship's despatch, Consular, No. 24 of the 
4th of October, addressed to Mjr* Reade. 

His Highness replied he should always be happy to reuder any assistance in his 
power to Her Majesty’s Government; and expressed his sincere acknowledgments for the 
support given him by your Loruship in the important question of the proposed judicial 
reforms. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 1130. 

Lord Stanley to Count Bernetortf. 

M. le Comte, Foreign Office, November 28, 1867. 

IN the note which I had the honour to address to your Excellency yesterday, I 
informed you that I had referred to the Secret Ary of State for War your request that 
facilities be granted to Captain Count Seckendorff of the Prussian Army, to enable him to 
join the Expedition to Abyssinia, and I have now the honour to transmit to you a letter of 
introduction for Count Seckendorff, addressed by Sir Stafford Northcote to Sir Robert 
Napier, the General Commanding the Expedition, and I have no doubt that every 
attention will be shown to Count Seckendorff by the Officers engaged in this service. 

1 have to add that a letter will also be addressed to Captain James Willoughby, R.N, 
the Principal Transport Officer in Egypt, requesting him to give Count Seckendorff any 
facilities in his power to enable him to proceed to the scene of operations. 

I am, &C. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1131. 

Lord Stanley to Mr. Everwijn. 

M. le Charge d’Affaires, Foreign Office, November 28, 1867. 

WITH reference to the note which 1 had the honour of addressing to you on the 
23th instant,t I now transmit to you a letter of introduction addressed by the Secretary of 
State for India to General Sir Robert Napier, Commanding the Expedition to Abyssinia 
in favour of First-Lieutenant F. W. J. Buijs, who has been selected by the Netherland 
Government to accompany that Expedition, and 1 have no doubt that every attention will 


* 
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.hewn to Lieutenant Buij. by the officer, Offitrt' Egvpt! 

sjsi“ H . c r5,'»«• -»>—» - 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1132. 

Lord Stanley to the Marquis d’Axeglio. 

Foreign Office, November 28, 1867. 

for the use of ‘‘‘.'T will al(K) be addressed to Captain James Willoughby R N, 

scene of operations. j &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1133. 

Mqjor-Gmrral Pear, to Mr. Egrrton.-(Rrcrivtd November 28.) 

India Office , November 28, 1867. 

8ir . t A w A - Kv th* ^errctarv of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 

* 3211 *?™ SU« » P ™~>»>i» ~ f gr~ 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 1134. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Egerton.-^Reveived November 28.) 

India Office, November 28, 1867. 

8 "’ I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India penned U; ^nowledge^be 
receipt of your letter of 25th instant,f announcing that t irst-Lieutenant . J 

f No. 1119. 
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Abyssinia. 8CJeCted by lNetherIands Government to accompany the Expedition to 

. ! ? "P^* f am desired by Sir Stafford Northcote to transmit the inclosed letter of 

introduction on behalf of M. Buys to the Coimnanderdn-Chief of the Expeditionary 
Force, and to state that he has no doubt that every attention will be shown to him by the 
Officers of the Expedition. 

3. A letter will also be addressed to Captain James Willoughby, R.N., Principal 
Transport Officer in Egypt, requesting him to give M. Buijs, any facilities in his power, to 
enable him to proceed to the scene of operations. 

c- A referen <* to the time of starting. I am desired to add that it is believed that 
. Robert Napier will leave Bombay early in December, and will arrive in Annesley Bav 
in about a fortnight from that time. J 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 1136. 

The Marquis d’Axeglio to Lord Stanley.—{Received November 29.) 

y p w . , 4 9» Orosvenor Street, le 28 Novembre, 1867. 

LE Marquis d Axeglio pr&ente ses compliments * Lord Stanley, et a Phonneur de 
lui expnmer sa plus vive reconnaissance pour Pempressement avee lequel sa Seigneurie a 
b.en voulu mettre en rapport avec l’lndia Office, M. le Major Bacon, destine? par le 
Gouvemement Italien h accompagner l’expddition Anglaise en Abyssinie. 


No. 1136. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Eger ton.—{Received November 29.) 

» »»» .. . , , , _ „ „ India Office, November 28, 1867. 

_.* AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter of the 16 th instant, and to acquaint you in reply that the suggestions 

niddc by his Excellency Dervish I as ha will be communicated to the Government of 
Bombay and Sir Robert Napier. 

2. Sir Stafford Northcote presumes that Lord Stanley has already thanked his 
hxceilency for the interest shown by him in the equipment of the expedition. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 1137. 

Miss Bridgetower to Lord Stanley.—{Received November 29.) 

Uw T . 66 > Park Road South, Claughton , Birkenhead , 

y RVVTKr ,, November 27, 1867. 

_, G ln th,s , weeks P a Pf » letter addressed to your Lordship from a gentleman 

named Bridgetower, claiming to be heir to the Abyssinian Throne, your Lordship would 

Brid^et'owe? faV ° Ur by f ° rWardmg h,B address to the writCT . » ho « one of the same 

I am, &c. 

(8igned) JANE GREY BRIDGETOWER. 








Minute. 


Give the address if we have it. 


J. MURRAY 


No. 1138. 

Major-General Pear, to Mr. Kgerto*. {Rectitod November 29.) 

India Office. November 28, 1867. 

8ir - I am directed by the Secretary o. State 

BSUM to accompany the exped.t.on 

to Abyssinia. . «. c t . lfford Northcote to transmit the inclosed letter of 

2. In reply I am desired by Sir blattora , Commander-in-chief of the expedi- 

SSSStSa'•“ 

by the officers of the expedition. ■ , Willoughby. R N, the Principal 

■It* S!£ ■“ £Z£XS SL t WS=> ***** «— * “ 

riower'to enable him proceed to the scene of operates. ^ ^ 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 1139. 

Mr. Perceval to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 29.) 

London , November 28, 1867. 

* - • on the Abyssinian question, 
'the Girl of Derby, in reference to a 
to him some weeks ago. But after 

_ . . ._1 ...more I hnVA 


iour of inclosing to you a long letter 
itli the intention of addressing 

n’^heHol^of Comumn^of Tuesday in yesterday . papers, . 

} y t he debates in July last year, there has been a 

cs which affect the conduct of King ^eo^re, a 

if thev had been got up and entered into^toinut£ 
"istifv our warlike interference, and to hide 
i justify the conduct of that semi-barbanan 
that if another Mission were sent to him, 
bringing him to reason, and dealing m 
■ ‘ mplain of, so as to paedy his 

successful results might be obtained without the nsks, 

-1 resolu- 

• _- —-opuiarity for the 

and heartily wish it success, 

• but that very promptitude 
i the risks of failure, 

blunders, unnecessarily increasing 

* * > to maintain the prestige of 
hich will damage the prestige ot our 

fear, but still hope may not be the 
I, » nriennpm this year; and their idea 


reading the debates in the 
thought it more advisable t< 

In reference to those 
singular and suspicious reti< 
silence which makes the de 
particular object or view of 
from the public view all tha . 

King; and therefore l cannot help hoping 
i ...inrr bin views as far as reasonable, and so 
Sridour with the causes of offence ^h^^a. to»m 
wounded aelf-love and vanity 

expenses, and compbcaUon, of a «r their noble and eonrageoua 

turn tie war at.the -k of incumug any onpo, 

exm’i^M or any reverses and I admire their promptitude 

and at any rate must in all probability result in numerous L— 

the expenditure and the loss of life of the ™°1’£ ki 

l am, therefore, very much alarmed lest, whilst seen g 
our power, «c should meet with failure or disaster, wl_._ 

” d °U the Government have been misled, whicn 1^ few, h 
„ e , they have been muled by the desire to rescue ttu pnso. 

• No. 1125. 
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that such was the desire of these nations, and for this reason, as I gather from your 
Lordship’s speech on Tuesday, they would not postpone the expedition in order to consult 
Parliament. But I consider that the duty and wisdom of consulting Parliament before 
embarking in this expedition, was paramount to this haste and hurry, whilst the same 
haste and hurry may endanger the lives of the captives, and the success of the expedition. 

With regard to the conduct of King Theodore, as be admired the English character, 
and sought our alliance, and some say the hand of the Queen, it cannot arise from caprice 
and wanton cruelty, but from revenge ; and this, either from suspected treachery or double¬ 
dealing of ConsulCameron, or from that combined with the real disappointment of his 
ambition and desires, coupled with slight and contumely, and the injury to his prestige and 
affections, by the abandonment of the protection of the Abyssinian Christians in Jerusalem 
by our Consul, at a time when he was in difficulties with the Turks in Nubia; and for the 
meanness of which I think in oue sense that he has served us out right—to use a vulgar 
expression—having no other means of revenging himself; and from the spirit and nature 
of the man, I should not wonder if he disdained to allege these causes of nis indignation, 
because they are so patent, leaving us, as we sav, to find them out, iu contempt of our 
want of candour and generosity. 

There can be no doubt that the Chief who threw himself on his face to implore 
pardon of the three Englishmen connected with our Mission, for having yielded to his 
intemperance in throwing them into chains, is a man of an enthusiastic and impassioned 
character, however struggling with barbarous and savage propensity; and he ought to be 
met with in the same poetic and elevated style, if it is necessary, that is, if he still continues 
to be a Ruler of his nation, and has not already forfeited his position and power by his 
alleged horrible cruelties. 

I beg that your Lordship will take my observations in good part, and I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN PERCEVAL. 

May I add, that though I daresay 12,000 or 20,000 troops may be sufficient for 
our objects, I should feel a greater confidence in General Napier's estimate, if there were 
more British soldiers amongst them, and chiefly Highlanders; yet, such are the risks in 
such a hurried expedition, that we ought to have a corps in readiness to support or extricate 
them. 


Inolosure in No. 1139. 

Mr. Perceval to Lord Stanley. 

My Lord, 43, Not ting Hill Square, London , November 17, 1867. 

A FEW weeks ago when I could no longer resist the conviction that Her Majesty’s 
Government were intent upon a war in Abyssinia, from the public news of the day, and 
that it was to be hurried on in this year, I was so struck by my idea of the gigantic folly 
of such a hasty enterprise, concocted in so short a space of time, which was sure to result 
in numerous blunders, and, if abortive, must do more injury to our prestige than our 
submitting a year or two longer with patience to the humiliation inflicted upon us by the 
semi-barbarous insolence of King Theodore—it successful, would entail greater losses and 
sufferings on our troops than was necessary if more time were allowed for preparing the 
expedition, greater perhaps than the object of the expedition was worth—-that 1 ventured 
to address a letter to your Lordship deprecating and remonstrating against this resolution 
of the Government, which is the more painful at this time, when the millions which must 
be squandered on this enterprize are required to restore our commercial credit at home, 
when we are going through the chrysalis state of this reform of our representative institu¬ 
tions, when it is so essential that the Conservative party should not expose themselves to 
any obloquy; when the state of politics in Europe, the Fenian troubles at home, and the 
question of the “ Alabama ” in North America, require us rather to take in sail than to 
run too much new risk with over much top-gallantry. For I quite agree that the objects 
are gallant, and that even if we meet with disasters it will be to our honour and glory as 
a brave nation to have attempted the rescue of our Consuls. But there is the honour and 
glory’ of boys in a row at school, or of gownsmen with townsmen; and then* is the honour 
and glory of w ise counsels: and it seems to me that King Theodore, half-civilized as he 
is, has completely outwitted us, and whilst inscribing on his cannon the title of “ The 
scourge of God,” as against the Mahometans, has only mistaken his visions, and is to 
[73] 10 T 
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.»d —«. ■"• ** - “»- 

Jerusalem. - hastv letter to your Lordship, I remembered the 

This reminds me that, in my former has > - Kimberly—by mistake for 

next morning that I had diplomacy of sending 

that of Lord Amberly—when I looted « ‘^e po, 8 ^le Propn® ^ ^ wlth halters 
Earl Russell, with all due reverence to b name ^ , kn(jW thu d<K , not amt the 

round their mule., a. anetonement to thwKir ^ jjttleelevation of spirit amongst us since 
spirit of the nation, or the Turns, c ial speculation, and land-holders to 

iaw s 

saxss: ccj: rr-a.-’S’ * -* - - - - 

upon us. . . • m *o stnn this expedition to Abyssinia; but is it not possible to 
Now, it is wniwsMble to stop this pe 11 ^ next year , ,f ultimately 

stay it, and to give more tune ^ preparat o )tiatioas with this half-savage and 

necessary, by using it a* “ JTlwt when amongst other triuketa, one of the mediators 
infatuated King. 1 ha%e read t , • °^ nte( j w j t h a telescope, he looked 

whom we have employed, I believe Mi. -I couW nothing through it: is it 

through it and affected g«*t “'ffi' a ^ he giving our messenger a riddle to guess ? 

possible that he meant this literally, or J e b* (Hnkcts and tovs t0 make me 

May he not have meant. I sec n ^ ln ? 11 which have been passed on me; no 

change my policy;; no a, ° ne " 1 ™' , U ; lince w j,i, Great Britain ; no guarantee for 

amends for my disappointed hopes _ol an at , And> if England and France 

the protection of my country from the l ui who | m ve taken a benevolent and 

and Egypt, coupled perhaps with 1 russa sod A t Gospel, were to unite in 

Christian interest in the conversion of the jump* «' barbarous times of Christian 

an Embassy to him, with a few armed followers of Ab *inia, which must 

Europe, and to unite m guaranteeing ; o'™ of llis frontier towards India, and a good 
l* dear to ull Christians, and the ■ f t b a t port and territory round it, or 

railroad from Abyssinia ; w h Write*. which would be a 

with the neutralization of that lport mid te surroumwhich would be, at most, a 
blessing to Abyssinia and all the e°™merci 1 ™ Qr |norc n „||,ons thrown away ; 

million or two millions of money well spent f expedition at Massowah 

might not sueli an Embassy, supported by th adrance^tj ^ ^ ^ Even if 

and Aden, he successful, and, without hi 10 ■ intervening between it and Abyssinia, 

wo alone had to purchase Massowah and the desert mten u g expedition, and 

instead of, as, in order to neutralize it, it won d not,wst w by £. would be 

besides the loss and destruction and 'he injury »^ lde a,but it is a benevolent, 

avoided. 1 know it is a new idea, a stran^ idea^an enthm.ast o^ Afl lca . alld 

great, and comprehcmive idea, am. ope . p• , wb o is a great man, 

Napoleon, who i. himself a great ‘inspire, and the .winded, may 

and the Sovereigns of Austn.innd Wu. who nation. butchering 

appreciate it. and it is better han'thenW nation, to enforce them 

Other Christian natrons “'j ^ t i rod . and so readily hope that the prophecies of 

opinions upon them, of political world is coming to an end. . . 

Christianity are true and that flie oM polit “ " B , mt „, e p js ba would not desire to join 
Now, with regard to Egypt it may , Turks mav des ire ultimately 

in any such collective Embassy and agreem . Christendom must desire to 

to be masters ot Abyssinia. But this is a o.iject u to guarantee to the 

prevent, and consequently be g ‘ Theodore or under any other Chiet 

Abvssinians their independence. £ nt t0 do raise Egypt to its former 

or form of government; and as the lur l 1 • , , • a liart of Nubia, the 

greatness and splendour, and only „f^'tb'^inia must be' so costly and so 

attaining to such on object as *he .torn - • doubl that the Pasha and the 

s—tt'sa £ n :r. c— -. —»- - 

mentis earning out the old !t |* a ^ , T^co^iaiand the communication with India by Suez 
not possession of, Abyssinia, m 0, (1 , • t nlines having been discovered m 

ftSKSl-n if these suspicions are true, 
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the success of such a policy is so distant and so uncertain, that the French Government 
and the Turks arc much more likely to abandon it for the present and more immediate and 
more certain advantage to themselves and to humanity of calling Abyssinia into existence 
and into relations with the whole world as a commercial nation having a port of its own, 
or a neutralized port, through which it can scarcely communicate with other nations. 1, 
therefore, earnestly recommend my views on this matter to your Lordship, and that they 
should be communicated to all the Powers concerned, as coming from an independent, 
thoughtful, and humane gentleman, with no ambition but to prevent bloodshed and loss 
of life, and the squandering cf millions on what may be an unsuccessful enterprise—on 
what he fears will be an unsuccessful enterprise and doubly expensive, from the haste with 
which it has been undertaken, and those millions employed for destruction of life and 
property, when, through a peaceful convention, a few millions only might be required to 
benefit the whole commercial and intellectual world. 

A few telegraphic messages to the various Powers I have alluded to, and also to 
others, if necessary, might be sufficient to ascertain if they would join in this benevolent 
and merciful Mission ; and if they consented, then a telegraphic message might be sent to 
stay the progress of the expedition to Abyssinia; not to disband it,"but to keep it in 
readiness and en route to proceed to Abyssinia, if such a Mission as 1 allude to failed; and 
this delay would give time for further inquiries and further information and further fore¬ 
thought to ensure the success of the expedition in October or November, 1808 

All the expenses which I contemplate throwing on other Governments bv ray plan 
are those cf their several Embassies, unless any should be willing to subscribe towards 
purchasing the neutralization or grant to Abyssinia of the public territory of Massowah 
and the district intervening between that port ’and Abyssinia. 

I have no idea that other Powers should join in the expenses of the expedition, or 
join with us in it, for it may he better that we should act independently if the advance of 
the expedition should be necessary in 18f>8. Rut it would not be unfair for Austria and 
Prussia to contribute something if we succeed in liberating their missionaries. 

I will observe further, that if the secret political objects of Turkey and France are 
such as 1 have alluded to above, they must rejoice under the rose at the fulsc position in 
which this expedition places us with King Theodore and the Abyssinians, as we arc 
making an enemy of a King and people who desire our friendship and alliance, though, 
perhaps, we may, indeed, make Iriends of the people bv delivering them from this cruel 
tyrant. 

1 will only add that, if Her Majesty’s Government would approve of iny propositions, 
and be willing to send any one out backet! by them, and to deal with this King Theodore 
with perfect fairness and candour, I am willing, or, at least, I should consider it my duty, 
to risk my life on such an errand, if the Government could find no better Envoy, ’i 
should have no fear of King Theodore, because I enter into■ his great, though wild and 
enthusiastic feelings, which, by sympathy and information and perfect candour, respectin'-- 
his disappointed hopes and vanity, I should endeavour to touc down. My only fear would 
be from the climate and insects’, and from the attempts on my life from intriguers who 
wish to keep English influence out of the country, and to prevent Englishmen approaching 
the King. I am, however, in my sixty-filth year, of a timid and nervous constitution, a 
man of study and hesitation, rather than a man of uction, and not often gifted with a 
ready wit; but as I suffer from cold more than from heat, the change of climate mi-lit 
lengthen rny life, and the desire to do good and act fairly and honourably and openly 
might supply my lack of other talents. At any rate, as far as I am personally concerned’, 
though diffident by reason of my littleness, I am ready to go, and not to hold’ my country 
responsible for my detention or violent death ; and this, not because of preventing this war 
alone, with all its risks, expenses, and impolitic embarrassments, but because I look upon 
Abyssinia as the gate for the introduction of civilization and commerce among the savages 
in the vast interior of Africa, to whose state we have been introduced by the discoveries 
of Sir Samuel Raker. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) JOHN PERCEVAL. 










No. 1140. 


Mr. Lever to Lord Stanley,-(Received November 30.) 

I'ssssfer ** Vo. 

to you, but being one oftbeA * unexpectedly sent borne 

hh 

and not able to seek employmen j f e compensation to us, 

consideration, and hoping you will intercede Wmarn, R 

(Signed) it. «• 


•- • 

Minute. 

Cannot interfere with the settlement effected by Colonel Merewethcr. MURRA y 

s. 


No. 1141. 

Mr. Hammond to Consul Dalyell. 

e £. «*« - —»r 

*,£%£* V ti 1 snrssx 4-*. «-*• 

•it:.".: Sac^sS-wu — - -—- - 


No. 1142. 

Mr. Bgerion to Major-General Pear,. 

Foreiqn Office, Sovemhe, | 30, 1867. 

8ir ’ WITH reference to your ’*1*" of . Vj® .^m^PrussSn Ambassador attbis Court, 

iS 32 * 

SrssjiS'-i 

that you will move h m to Bcrn8to rs application. 

answer should be returne (Signed) 1 E. C. EGEETON. 
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No. 1143. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Egerton.—(Received November 30.) 

gj^ India Office, November 29, 1867. 

* I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 22nd instant,* and to acquaint you, in reply, that permission to 
accompany the Abyssinian expedition has only been granted to one or two officers of the 
armies of Foreign Powers, and that, in the opinion of Sir Stafford Northcote, it is not 
desirable that such permission should be extended to gentlemen travelling for the 
purposes of exploration or science. 

r 1 I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 1144. 

Count T\ernstorff to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 30.) 

(Translation.) 

My Lord, Prussian Embassy, London , November 23, 1807. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 2,3rd of this month, relating to First Lieutenant 
Count Seckendorff, I do myself the honour to inform your Excellency that His Majesty 
the King has also given permission to First Lieutenant Stumm, of the 15th Regiment of 
Hussars, to join the expedition to Abyssinia at his own expense. 

Lieutenant Stumm, who is at present in London, lias expressed to me his urgent 
desire to be recommended to the British Civil and Military authorities in the same manner 
as Count Seckendorff, and while requesting your Excellency’s kind intervention for this 
purpose. I have the honour to state that Lieutenant Stumm also intends to start for 
Alexandria by the steamer which leaves Marseilles on the 3rd of December, and that 
therefore it would be very desirable that this matter should be expedited as much as 
possible. 

With the most distinguished consideration, Ac. 

(Signed) BERNSTORFF. 


India Office; and acknowledge. 


Minute. 


E. C. E. 


No. 1145. 

The Marquis d'Azeglio to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 2.) 

My Lord, 49, Grosvenor Street, November 30, 1867. 

J’Al Phonneur de vous accuser reception de votre note du 28 courant, ainsi quo 
des lettres qu’elle contenait, et que j’ai transmises au Major Bacon, auquel dies dtaient 
destinecs. 

Je suis tr£s reconuaissant k votre Seigneuric pour toutes les facilitations qu’ello a bien 
voulu procurer au Major Bacon, et je saisis, &c. 

1 (8ign0 D’AZEGLIO. 
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No. 1146. 

Lord Stanley to Sir J. Crampton. 

(No. 143.) Fore ign Office, December 2, 1867. 

Sir, , ♦ u ♦/> \fr Went Seoarate, of the 1st ultimo, 1 have 

WITH reference to my despatch ito . I. has received from Captain 

to infonn you tliat Her Majat y a Secre tary ., , aritie9 have taken place in 

Grillitli a report, from which it a PP<? Messrs Wetherell to supply mules lo Her 
connexion with the contract entire*«£***£ PukingtonV request, I have to 

<*- 

evidence of the facts which he has reported. j ^ ^ 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1147. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Perceval. 

Foreign Office, December 3, 1867. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAV. 


No. 1148. 

Major-G^al Poor, to Mr. Bjertan.-{Rattivtd Dtctmbtr 20 

India Office, December 2, l® 67 - 

Wr ’ , AM directed by the Secretary of SUte for Indus m Council 

f^Lllt^ ‘ he Ab ^ ni “ ^' Uoa ^ 

Force, in favour of Lieutenant Stumm, of ogj^, r in Egypt will be requested 

2. I am desired to add that the Principal T*“££'w“hthetSw of facilitating his 
to show Lieutenant Stumm any attention in his power, witn 

journey to the scene of operations. j ^ &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


No. 1149. 

Lord Stanley to Count Demstorff. 

Foreign Office , December 3 t 1867. ^ 
M. 1 'AmbaBsadeur, . f c^—turv of State tor India your Excellency s 

I HAVE communicated to Her Majesty s Sec recomrac ndation to the authorities 
letter of the 12th ultimo.j m which you request Gerha rd Rohlfe, who has been 

of the Abyssinian Expeditioni may '* that expedition; and it is 

>^^ssns»^pS-*-r ffi »” «“— 

- vsts ££ -n-sw: 

of the British force in Abyssinia it > 8 ™“. d thpre f ore , although Her Majesty's 

SgZStZ been unwIUing to' ££&£ i -* « ~ — ° f “* 

... t No- 1038 
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of Foreign Powers to accompany the expedition, they find themselves reluctantly com¬ 
pelled to withhold a similar permission from gentlemen travelling for purposes of exploration 
and science. 

On these grounds, an application recently made by the Swedish Government on 
behalf of a scientific gentleman was declined, and it would not be possible to make any 
exception to the rule which has been laid down. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1150. 

Address of the House of Commons, dated December 2, 1867. 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Her Majesty, that she will be 
graciously pleased to give directions that there be laid before this House a copy or extracts 
of all correspondence of the Foreign Office with the Abyssinian Consulate, between the 
years 1855 and I860.* 

Ordered , That the said Address be presented to Her Majesty by such Members of 
this House as are of Her Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council. 

' (Signed) I). LE MARCUANT, Cl. Ho. Com. 


No. 1151. 

Address of the House of Commons, dated December 2, 1867. 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Her Majesty, that she will be 
graciously pleased to give directions that there be laid before this House a copy of 
despatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Mcrewether to Lord Clarendon of the 12th day of 
May, 1866,+ containing Mr. Rassain’s letters of March and April, 1866, respecting 
Abyssinia. 

Ordered , That the said Address be presented to Her Majesty by such Members of 
this House as are of Her Majesty’s Most Honourable Privv Council. 

(Signed) L>. LE MARCUANT, Cl. Ho. Com. 


No. 1152. 


The Prince de la Tour £ Auvergne to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 3.) 


M. lc Ministre, Londres, le 2 Dicembre , 1867. 

LE Gouvemement de I’Empereur vient d’etre informe que des officiers (Strangers 
avaient ad mis b suivre les operations du corps expdditionnaire Anglais en Abyssinic, 
et il attacherait beaucoup de prix a ce que la rneme favour fut accordde a un oracier de 
l’armee Francaise. M. le Marquis de Mousticr me charge de me rendre I’interpr&te, 
aupr&s de votre Excellence, du desir exprime, a cette occasion, par M. le Ministre (lc la 
Guerre; et je lui serais trds reoonnaineant si ellc voulait bien me mettre it meme de rdpondre 
le plus t6t possible b la demande quej’ai l’honneur de lui adresser. Dans le cos oil elle 
serait accueillie favorablement par le Gouvemement de la Reine, j’aurais soin de faire 
connaitre ultdrieureincnt a votre Excellence le nom et le rang de l’officier qui serait 
ddsigne par M. le Ministre de la Guerre pour etre attachd b I’Etat Major du General-en- 
chef. 


Vcuillez, &c. 

(Signd) PCE. DE LA TOUR D’AUVERGNE. 


Minute. 


Ask India Board for concurrence. 

E. HAMMOND. 


The India Office have already consented to two officers of each Foreign Power 
accompanying the expedition. 


[See No. 964.] 
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No. 1153. 

Mr. Egerton to Major-General Sir E. Lvr/ard. 

Foreign Office, December 3, 1867. 

8ir> I AM directed by lord SUn.i-yto 

28th ultimo, and to inform you that w ^ * V . Griffiths in obtaining legal 

at Mwlriil to give all the —neern .»for mule*. 

'' Vi ' , T" m <, to h .u^ t t S n Ca,.tain Griffith, should be instructed to communicate to 
air ,T. C'rampton the document* relating to this matter. 

(8igned) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1154. 

Lord Stanley to Count Bemstorf. 

Foreign Office, December 3, 1867. 

M V t T“™mmunieatod to Her Majesty’s 

which your Excellency did me the honour to f „ ()f i n tro<luction which 

ir;r «-“-■* force ,,y 

scene of options. 
(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1155. 

Lord Stanley to Prince de la Tour d'Auvergne. 

Foreign Office, December 3, 1867. 

M. l’Atnbasfiftdeur, n c v<mr Excellency’s letter of the 

, HAVE the honour GovZmen?that a French officer 

2nd instant, in which you ex prow ,. . wh * ich is u i )( , ut to lie sent to Abyssinia, 
nmy bo allowed to aceomi«ui> the er^d t f 1 ^ ment ^ i think it right to state 

With every desire to meet Jhe wtsWa °I you ( .„ UI ,try, it will be 

s-s **—• wbo - " to 

53 to t ss txz, r it win 

*• ht ' orrticy 

shall receive the attention due to their rank. j am> 

(Signed) STANLEY. 
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No. 1156. 


Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 5.) 


My Lord, Bekesboume, December 3, 1867. 

THE letter written by Mr. Layard to Mr. Newdegate, which has been published in 
the “Times’* newspaper of this morning, compels me to request your Lordship to have 
the goodness to lay before Parliament the letter which l addressed to you on the 14th of 
October last,* the receipt of which was acknowledged by Mr. Egerton on the 16th of the 
same month. 


I have, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 1157. 

Address of the House Commons, dated December 5, 1867. 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Her Majesty, that she will be 
spaciously pleased to give directions that there be laid before this House a copy of the 
following Correspondence respecting Abyssinia : — 

1. Letter of King Theodore to the Queen, received in 1858 ;t 

2. Reply to the same ; \ 

3. Letter from the Queen to King Theodore, forwarded through Mr. Rassam.§ 
Ordered, That the said Address be presented to Her Majesty by such Members of this 

House as are of Her Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council. 

(Signed) ' 1). LE MARCIIANT, 

Cl. Ho. Com. 


No. 1158. 

Address of the House of Commons, dated December 6, 1867. 

Resolved, that an humble Address be presented to Her Majesty, That She will Ik* 
be graciously pleased to give directions that there l>e laid before this House a Copy of all 
Correspondence between the Jerusalem Consulate and the Foreign Office, and the 
Jerusalem Consulate and the Constantinople Embassy, trom the year 1850 to the year 
1863,|| on the affairs of the Abyssinian* at Jerusalem. 

Ordered. That the said Address be presented to Her Majesty by such Members of 
this House as are of Her Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council. 

(Signed) ' D. LE MARCIIANT, 

Cl. Ho. Com. 


No. 1159. 

Colanel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 6.) 

(No. 36. Consular.) 

My Lord, Cairo, Novembn 21, 1867. 

1 HAVE the honour to request your Lordship’s kind assistance in procuring for this 
Agency a copy of a work lately published by the Topographical Department ot the War 
Office, on the subject of the Routes of Abyssinia, as such a work would be of great value 
in this office for reference during the progress of the Abyssinian Expedition. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWD. 8TANTON. 


• No. 1006 

* No date Sent November 1857. Received April 2. 1858 See \'o 541. Part I. 

t Letter from Earl Kii»sell to Kin*, February 20, lh62. No. 724, Fart I. I^aid befoie Parliament 1866. 

1 January 29 1866. and April 17, 1866, Inclosures 2 and 3 in No. 390, Part II, both laid before Parliament 
by the Foreign Office in 1867. 8ee pages 35 and 36 of “ Further Correspuudrnce roper ting the British 
Captives in Abyssinia.” 

| See List of Papers in Index. 
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No. 1160. 

Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley.— (Received December 6.) 

4, Suffolk Street , December 6, 1867. 

My \Stfhe debate in the Hon. of 

TlS rL^r^atV^ “e^a and yea. a g o; but . « 

aqain in February next, would “™ e lo , av before your Lordship the 

statement, I feed Vmeby m" PurdL. Mr. Stern's father-m 

accompanymK extract from a 1 ‘.are ago, in reply to the letter which I 

law, on the 7th of January, I860, now nearly ™ h 7 c ’ onvCT ith>„ which had taken 

wrote to him from Catrom Deoember,l 865 ; ****** ~ ^ rdshlp will perceive that 

place there between Mr. 1 alj, f^that in consequence of the remonstrance which 

Mr. Uyard's assertion .» not true. for th«t m ^ ^ Rasaam at Mosul, “ an 

Mr. Stern considered it Ins duty ‘° s “ e time afte rwards Mr. Layard came to 

33J'K£SE52T.2 Mt U! ' r " 

■ sXi i^»sr«.rsazsr6 

I am unable to lay before your r P . re , ated }n my letter to vour Lordship of 
this dUagreeeble affair * ( bought with me this letter from St r. Purday which 

ass*. “t”‘ f“ 2";:* raft •sss.ttrszi 

word of difference with of justice not to allow Mr. Layard’s charge of 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Minute . 

Lord S. says no notice need be taken of this letter. j MURRAY. 


[See Minute also on No. 116.*).] 


Inclosun in No. 1160. 
Mr. Purday to Dr. Beke. 


London, January 7, 1866. 

'..I- 

toll you that Stern and hismanias; and knowing the missionary 
his mission at Bagdad, sen n , WH > the excavations. Stern also 

(Mr. Sternehuss) well, they th ,^ faots G f their dissolute conduct were too 

knew hoth Ihvssam and the ^rti^, they had an impassion that 

evident to give them a diffi i 1 ^ duct This opinion, however, 

both R. and L. were men of at l«»t ti mom ^ that Stem 

vanished from what they ^^^^Vhem on their vue conduct. It scorns 
S^TbSi dte £&£ oTwaa keeping one of the Arab Cbi-fV, daughters, in order 


• No. 1006. 
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to ingratiate himself with the Chief that he might induce him to help him to obtain 
men, Ac for his work; and at the same time he was keeping up an intrigue with a 
married English woman, which was done so openly that both Mrs. Stem and Stem 
were utterly disgusted, and this led Stem to remonstrate on his abominable conduct, 
and (as you may suppose) to an open rupture between them. Some time afterwards 
Layard came to Bagdad, where he behaied himself in a very disagreeable way to 
Stem. Hence the enmity now shown by Layard and ltassam to Stem. So much for 
this matter. 

I thought I had told you there was an old grudge of Layard against Stern, some 
time ago ; but I did not state circumstances because the exact matter had gone out of 
my mind, but when Mrs. Stem read your letter she said directly what were the facts, 
and her surprise at the rancour in Layard’s mind, after so many years, appearing still 
to bum with unsubdued fire*. Verily, some men are more like devils tlian human 
beings. 

A true extract from the original letter in my possession. 

(Signed) Charles Beke. 

London, December 6, 1867. 


No. 1161. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Letter. 

8b*, Foreign Office , December 7, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
30th ultimo, in which you request that compensation may Im* made to you for the loss 
sustained by you in consequence of tin* abandonment of the intention to send you and 
other artizans to Abyssinia, to enter the service of King Theodore, for which purpose 
you signed an agreement with Colonel Merewether on the 22nd of September, 1806 ;• 
and I am to state to you in reply that Lord Stanley cannot interfere with the 
settlement effected with you by Colonel Merewether, which settlement is strictly in 
accordance with the terms of your agreement, the last {lamgraph of which runs as 
follows:— 

“ It is understood that if the said William James Lower should not proceed to 
Abyssinia, and should not enter into the Emperor’s service, this agreement shall have 
no effect. 

“ But pay and expenses in returning to be paid up to date of rearrival in England. 
No unnecessary delay taking place on either part.” 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1162. 

Mr. Murray to M. Pavy. 

Foreign Office, December 7,1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
3rd instant asking to Ik* allowed to accompany the expedition to Abyssinia for the 
purpose of studying the language; and I am to inform you that your letter lias been 
forwarded to the India Office, with which Department the entire management of the 
expedition rests. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MMURRAY. 
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No. 1163. 

Mr. Murray to Major-General Peart. 

Foreign Office, December 7, 1867. 

8 J * 

* «“ ^'oace. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1164. 

Major-General Peart to Mr. Egerton.—(Receued December 7.) 

India Office , December 6 . 1867. 

8 ' r ’ IN continuation of mv letter of the 19th ultimo,* 1 am directed by the Secretary 
of State for India in Council to transmit, for the information ol the S<'crotai 7 " 
for Foreign Affaire, a copy of a further .leap** »hich has been addressed to the 
Government of Bombay respecting the Abyssinian expedition. 

(Signed) ’ T. T. PEARS. 


Inclosure in No. 1161. 

Sir Stafford Nortbcote to the Governor in Council, Bombay. 

(No. 155. Military.) /ndirt ojfice, November 30, 1867. 

1 IN continuation of mv despatch dated the 15th instant, No. I M J’ + 1 

to commonicate to "you the further measures of detail which have been adopted m this 

oountry in conncrtion with the Abyssinian cxp^'dition. 

2 Your letters dated the 10th, 25th, and 27th of October, Nos. A 86 , 87. bJ, W, 

91, and 92. have boon received. . . v - a tw n nmnortion of snare 

•» With reference to the rcnue*.t contained in No. <9, that <i |» | I 

lock furniture Ac., might lie sent out for the breech-loading arms, I have to acquam 

vour Kxoolloncv that the regulated proportions «f * 1 *™’ part* and sjx^ial tools i 

position of Captain T™, in 

reference to which 1 have, in n seimrate d,..pitch, eotnmunic-ated u.stnic- 

ti.ms mldmtsed to that ofliccr bv the I/)rds Commissioners of tin Admiralty, i n.n 

to NO. 87. respecting the placing of all the force under Indian 

icguhitions^r ^ No H 9 , respecting the numbering of the transport.*, lias been 
forwarded to the Admiralty, to whom an extract of your previous letter, No b(, ou le 

same subject Medical Staff pwndM for the Ahyssiuian 

foroe, has bi'cn communicated to the War Office Vou iull have hanU from the 

atras s & 

Principal Medical Officer of the expedition w m accordance with tlie wishes ot uw 

lloval Highness the Field-Marshal Commandmg-m-chief. , .. - o 

^7 tETZ uisith ms contained in your Secretary's letters, No*.« and45^ for a 
rocket brigade , 1 with tubes and ammunition, and for a turtlu*r supply ot MmGv 
hammocks were noticed in mv despatch of the 81st ot October. . . . 

8 With reference to vour telegram of the 5th instant, noting your wish for 
five additional veterinarv surgeons, I have to inform you that Colonel C lark kenned* 
has been instructed to’select that number, in the same manner as m the case of the 

•"rWTfflw»»«. r-to te “gsraa 5 

inclosure containing the rei»>rt of a conversation which Her Majcty 8 Consul at 
Damascus has recently held w ith the newly appointed Governor-General of Kurdistan, 

is transmitted for the information of your Excellency. 

• No. 1106. 1 Injure in No. 1106. 
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10. Your telegram of the 20th of November suggested that a special warrant will 
be required, enabling the Commander-in-chief of the Force to convene courts-martial in 
Abyssinia. I have been informed bv the Secretary of State for War that such a warrant 
was sent to Sir Robert Napier, in Abyssinia, on the 25th instant. 

11. A copy of a letter dated the 27th of November, from the War Office, with 
Reports by the Director-General of the Army Medical Department and Professor 
Longmorc,’ on the subject of ambulance, is transmitted for your information. 

12. I also forward a copy of a correspondence with the War Office regarding a 
field cooking-box, which has been found to be effective for cooking in the open air.* 

13. 1 have ordered the supply of 30,000 lbs. of compressed vegetables, asked for 
in your telegram of the 15th instant, to be prepared forthwith. 1 have also directed 
that a supply of 500 lbs. of Liebig’s extract of meat bo sent for use on lx Mini the 
hospital ships, or in case of forced marches. 

14. A small and very portable microscope to assist the Sanitary Officer of the 
expedition in making the necessary examinations for the detection of vegetable matter 
or animalcule in water, or of the larval forms of tapeworm in meat, will l>e forwarded 
in accordance with a reeommeneation of the Director-General of the Army Medical 
Department. 

15. I have received a proposition from the Telegraph Construction and Mainte¬ 
nance Company, respecting the terms on which they are prepared to lay down a cable 
from Sue/, to Massowah, and I forward, for your information, a copy of the correspon¬ 
dence which has taken place in reference to this matter.t 

16. The Secretary of State for War having inquired whether it is considered 
desirable that the depfits in Egypt and the Levant shall lx* retained after the 8,000 
mules, all of which have been collected in Egypt, shall have been made over by Colonel 
Clark Kennedy to the officers of your Government at Suez, I have replied that I do 
not think it desirable to maintain them after the sjx*cial purpose for which the officers 
were dis|>atehed to Egypt is accomplished. All operations in Egypt, in connexion 
with the Commissariat and Transport Departments of the Abyssinian force, will here¬ 
after have to lx* undertaken by the officer* under the command of Sir Roliert Napier, 
or your Excellency’s Government. A telegram to this effect was sent to you on the 
27tli instant. 

17. Two other telegrams were dispatched to you on the 18th and 25th of NovciuIht. 
'flu* first of these was in consequence of a message sent from Colonel Phavre at 
Anneslcy Bay, which was apparently intended to have gone to Bombay, requesting tin* 
immediate dispatch of the lx»ll and hospital tents, rifles, ammunition, and pack-saddles. 
The saddles had 1 m*cii already forwarded by the “ Mendoza ” and “ Leith,” and the 
other store*, mentioned were sent to Bombay in the transports “Queen ” and “ England." 
the arrival of which at Bombay has Ix-en announced. The >eeond message was an 
inquiry whether you wished that a skilled artificer should he dispatched to Allen or 
Abyssinia, in order to set up the Normandy's condensers which have been sent out, 
and the machinery of which is of a very complicated nature. 

18. With reference to the correspondence transmitted with the 15th paragraph 
of my letter dated tin* 15th of November, I forward a copy of a further letter from 
the Treasury, dated the 29th instant, with tin* inclosed Minute, relating to the mission 
of Mr. Deutsch, as are Ideologist, to accompany the expedition. 

19. The Inspection Reports of the hospital ships, which o ve lx-en received from 
the War Office, are transmitted in original. 

20. A copy of a letter dated the 22nd of November, respecting the issue of 
clothing to certain men of the Royal Artillery, attached to the Mountain Batteries, 
is inclosed, in continuation of similar jmpers already forwarded. 

21. The usual list of stores under preparation, or dispatched, forma an accom¬ 
paniment to tliis despatch. 

22. Twelve copies of two maps of Abyssinia, which have been prepared by 
Dr. Petermann, are forwarded for your information. 

23. The tracing of the Maltese cart, requested in your telegram of the 9fh of 
November, is herein inclosed. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) >* 1 AFFORD II. NORTHCOTE. 


• From War Office. Novi-mber 16 1867 To War Office, Noicinbt-r 'it. IS67. 
f Letter from Telegraph Company, dated November II, 1867. Kepi), dated November 22, 1867. 
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No. 1165. 

Address of the House of Commons, dated Friday, December 6, 1867. 

Resolved, That, an humble Address be presented to Her Majesty, that She will be 
CTaciouslv pleased to give directions that there be laid before this House, a Copy^the 
££££&«• hrtwS. Dr. Bek-, Mr. Purday, Mr 

referred to in the Letter from l>r. Boke to Lord Clarendon, dated the 11th day of June, 

18W, 'or*r«;!"'niat thTreM Address Ik- presented to Her Majesty bv such Members of 
this House as are of Her M^jM-tUcoou^bfc I Cl. Ho. Co*. 


Minute. 


The letter of December 6 is not included in this return. 


List of Papers. 


Mr. Hertalet to Mr. Lijrird .. 
To Colonel Stanton .. .. 

From Mr. Purday 
To Mr. Purday 

Mr. Purday to Colonel Stanton 

From Colonrl Stanton 

To Mr. Purday 

From Mr. Purday 

From Mr. Purday 

To Mr. Purday 

From Mr. Purday 

To Colonel Stanton (not aent) .. 

Dr. B«ke 

To I)r. Heko 


January 11.1866 

January 18,- 

January 22, — 

January 22,- 

January 81, —- 

February 1. - 

February 14, - 

February 15. ■■ 

February 1 6.- 

February 20,- 

February 26,- 

March 5,- 

3 me 11.- 

June 19.- 


No. 1166. 

Mr. Egerton to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 33. Consular.) For ^ n Office, December 10, 1867. 

* r ’ IN compliance with the request contained in your despatch No 36 Consular oi 
the 21st ultimo, I am directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you a copy of the 
work upon the “ Routes in Abyssinia,” which lias been compiled at the topographical 
Department of the War Office. ^ ^ ^ 

(8igncd) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1167. 

Mr Egerton to Miss Bridgetower. 

Madam Foreign Office , December 10, 18G7. 

1 IN* reply to your letter of the 27th ultimo,* I am directed by Lord Stanley to 
inform you tliat the letter from Mr. Bridgtower, to which you refer, is dated “ \ m 
Tritone, No. 19, ltome.” j ^ ^ 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 
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No. 1168. 

Mr. Morris to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 11.) 

My Lord, Anderton's Hotel , Fleet Street, London, December 10, 1867. 

I HUMBLY beg your Lordship will be pleased to forgive the great lilierty I have 
taken in again appealing to your Lordship, and would ask in consideration for the very 
great loss I have sustained in being out of employment since my return from 
Abyssinia, your Lordship’s jiatronage in recommending my application to the Secretary 
of State for India, for one of the appointments as Executive Engineer now being 
advertised for, by order of the Secretary of State, for temporary service in their Public 
Works Department. 

I have sent in my testimonials, and stated that I had been engaged as Assistant 
Engineer in connection with the late Abyssinian Engineering Expedition, and that I 
am quite competent to carry out any works that may lie entrusted to me. 

Such an opportunity of getting employment may not occur again for some time, 
and, under the circumstances, I earnestly lieg that your Lordship may lie pleased to 
recommend that an appointment in the service of the Government of India may lie 
conferred on me. 

Apologising for the great liberty I have taken in asking your Lordship’s 
assistance, 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) JOHN C. MORRIS. 


Minute. 

Sec letter to him of November 15 (No. 1092). We can only refer him to that. 

S. 


No. 1169. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received December 12 ) 

(Confidential.) 

8ir, India Office, December 11, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 29th October,* with inclosure from Sir S. 
Baker, I am directed by Sir S. Northeote to forward, for the information of Lord 
Stanley, copy of further correspondence with Sir S. Baker resjiecting the mission of a 
Supplementary Exjicdition to Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


Minute. 

This has been already published in the fifth series of the Confidential Papers sent 
yesterday from the India Office. 

December 11, 1867. E. C. E. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1169. 

Sir S. Baker to the Secretary of State for India. 

8ir, The Athenceum, November 2, 1867. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 31st ultimo, in reply to my 
suggestion that a supplementary expedition should be despatched to Abyssinia, vi& 
Souakin ; at the same time I take the liberty of correcting a misunderstanding that 
may have arisen from a deficiency of detail in my letter addressed to Lord Stanley. 





• No. 1054. 
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I had no intention that the proposed expedition should be independent of Sir Robert 
Napier; it should form a portion of the force under his command, but it should act as 
flying column upon his right flank, under the guidance of a British Commissioner, 

upon the following plan:— . , , 

General Observation *.—The main force under General Napier will march from the 
coast of the Red Hea, in the vicinity of Massowah, towards Adowa. At that point he 
will form a depdt, and, leaving a detachment, he will continue his march towards 
Magdala or Debra Tabor, according to circumstances. 

Obstacle*.—Ww difficulties of the advance will be a mountainous country, the 
absence of roads and means of transport, and the scarcity ci supplies caused by the 
dearth of provisions occasioned by civil war. . 

Result *.—The delay tliat will lie occasioned by such obstacles will probably interfere 

with the immediate success of the enternrize. „ 

The Captive *.—If the principal object of the expedition is the release of the 
Euroix*an captives, success depends upon rapidity. Should the advance of the 
invading force be slow, the King will retreat with the captives into inaccessible 
portions of his dominions, and in the last extremity he will most probably order UieLr 

Proposition .—I propose tliat the Viceroy of Egypt shall order 3,000 or 4,000 
camels to Ik* immediately collect^ at Souakin, and that similar orders shall be 
forwarded to the* military station of Kasnala for a relay ol' camels and supplies of corn 

to lie prepared at that point. ... 

A living column composed of 1,000 men. shall leave England, accompanied by a 
British Commissioner bearing a letter from Her Majesty the Queen to King Tbeoclorus 
of Abyssinia, to demand the* immediate liberation of the captives. 

This force would land at Alexandria, and would embark from Suez for Souakin, 
accompanied by several thousand stand of arms, and might consist of infantry, cavalry, 
nrlillcry, 50 sailors, and a party of shipwrights. The voyage from Suez is four days. 
Marching direct from Souakin they would reach Kassala in tiftecn clays. 

In five days march from Kassala they would arrive at the head-quarters of Mek 
Niramur, in a portion of Abyssinia. This great chief, together with his two brothers, 
rules a considerable territory, and is a great friend of the* King <>f Abyssinia, to whom 
he* is subject. His friendly in flu *ne© would Ik* of immense im|x>rtanee*. Irora Mai 
GublNi (his prineiiMil town)* the march to Gondar, the capital of Abyssinia, is from six 
t«> sc*vc*n days; thus, by this easy route* throughout a friendly country, alxmndmg with 
means of transport and supplies < iondar, by the great hike Izana, can lie reached in 
twenty-seven days’ actual marching, say thirty days from Souakin to the* l<ake izana 
bv this direct route, or forty days by the usual caravan route via Matemma. 

It is my opinion that the*letter of the Qiuvu, if presented with judgment by the 
Hriti-h Commissioner, supported by the* presence ol a powcrtul escort as projx>*od, 
would at oilee etfc*et the liberation of the captives, and settle tin* Abyssinian difficulty 
iieforv actual hostilities should have commenced that would endanger the lives of the 


Hut, should th<* King 1 m* ho far demented as to resist all diplomatic efforts, force 
must he executed. Our military position would lx* as follows:— _ . 

Line of Communication. —Throughout the line* of mnrrli from Mai Giiblm, in Mek 
Simmvir’s territory, a line* of c*onununic*ation may lx* established direct to Adowa at the 
c-vmp of Sir It. Napier, to which supplies and animals of transport may lx* directed, as 
showU he required by his advancing column. This would lx* of incalculable service to 
th<* force under liis direct command, as there is a route from Adowa and Axum through 
M ii (iubba into tin* most fertile* portions of Upper Egypt on the hanks of the* Atbnra, 

1 - nn which unlimited supplies of com. cattle, and camels might lx* procured by contracts 
vvi lIi native merchant* whom l know personally. Thus not only would the troops lx* 
assisted in their advance, but depots of provisions would lx* formed at various stations. 
Supplies would also lx* secured at Matcnnna, and placed in depot, to lx* forwarded to 
hoaa-quarters when the* troops should reach the interior of Abyssinia, now threatened 

w itli famine. ...... , . 

The British three (with the British Commissioner) would join the rebels, as circum¬ 
stances might dictate, either direct at Gondnr or lietween that point and Matemma. 
'LTc rebels would he wilted and organised on the shores of the Lake Tzana, upon w hich 
vessels would he rapidly constructed and manned. . . 

The possession of this lake would at one© command the plateau of Abyssinia, 
and the King, with the captives, would be beamed in between the force advancing 
from the east under Sir Robert Napier, and that untier the direction of the Comnus- 
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sioner. In the meantime supplies would pour in through the two routes from 
Upper Egypt, via Matemma and Adowa, and provisions would be stored for the rainy 
season. 

I have a firm conviction that a living expedition, organized as I have proposed, 
would speedily terminate the affair without a resort to actual hostilities; but, should 
the latter become necessary, the flank movement upon Sir Robert Napier’s advance 
would assure the means of supply for transport and commissariat, and would effectually 
prevent the retreat of Theodoras with the captives. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) SAMUEL W. BAKER. 

P.S—A certain Mek 'Umr has been reported as killed by Gobazo, the enemy of 
Theodore. A brother of Mek Niinmur is named Uniara, which is pronounced short, 
Usurer. 


Inelosure 2 in No. 1109. 

The Under Secretary of State for India to Sir S. Baker. 

8ir, Indiu Office, November 7, 1807. 

I AM directed by Sir Stafford Northcote to acknowledge your letter of the 2nd 
instant, containing further details and suggestions respecting the supplementary expe¬ 
dition to Abyssinia proposed by you, and, while conveying hi you Ins thanks for tlie 
same, to inform you that a copy of it has been forwarded to Sir R. Napier. 

It would, 1 am to add, lx* impossible for Her Majesty's Government to authorize 
any supplementary expedition, such as that which you recommend, without the previous 
consent and approval of the Commander-m-Chief, to whom they have entrusted the 
entire conduct of the allair. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) CLINTON. 


No. 1170. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.— {Received December 12.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo , December 12, 1867. 

I AM requested to transmit following message from Colonel Mere wet her, to 
Secretary of State for India :— 

** Mulkutto, 2 5th November. 

“ At an interview with Egyptian Pasha this day lie said Viceroy had sent letter 
to Theodoras. This I was told hail been submitted to Lord Stanley and approved. 
It told him if he did not give up British captives Egyptian Government would fight 
against him. I think there must be mistake in using Lord Stanley's name. 

“ Eighty-three villages of Akkolo Kussai, eastern edge of Abyssinia, have tendered 
me their services.” 


No. 1171. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—{Received December 12.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo t December 12, 1867. 

COLONEL MEREWETUER requests me to transmit to Secretary of State for 
India the following :— 

“ Mulkutto, %3rd November. 

“ Letters received from Magdala to the 28th October. Captives all well; had 
received money sent from Massowah. Aboona had died on the 25th October, from 
heart disease.” 
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No. 1172. 

Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley.—^Received December 14.) 

Bekesboume, December 10, 1867. 

««. l. . «- - *- 

tliat gentleman, dated the 26tn of the same mont . . which I wrote to 

t tar. tt t 

of l^mlKT 20. thaf nX" in wha.' i 

aim plv 'iwonh’das having tak™ place only a few hours previously, and that a sense ol 
dutyjalone tod mate —"th^ Lth is not'materially affected by the assertion 
of either Mr. Palffrave “ C Elon eXXuX 

Mr' l-^;, “^eVthe“S rf'S'»mf ^"^nT,only'^f 

Uttew!rftoi£4 7tli and 26th, 1800, were both anterior to my 
letter W tod Clarendon of June 11 th, 1860 and « 

rS -respondeuee on the subject 

that you may decide on laying Indore Parliament. 

(Signed) 1 ’CHARLES BEKE. 


Inelosure in No. 1172. 

Mr. Purday to Dr. Beke. 

T ,, London, January, 26, 1866. 

y YOUR letter'with Palgrave’s statement* has not only been the round of our own 

immwliatc friemls.'lmt it L been laid before the authorities of the Fonn^ffiee, 

(bless the '^keVle^r ^ done^ joh^ ZreLj been a 

bSftrttod ciTtlSdfd n^ZlZ^nZ- ZlV'ir klZ, 

“ d C°nexrL B however, appeal another official announcement, contradicting the 

•'“ r iSsrsr.isTa ^ «...■ ~ “snsr’^s 
t acM i;r.,Kc u. s 

is:— 


• No. 1160. 


| See No. 303. 
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“ Sir, “ Foreign Office, January 22, 1866. 

“ I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of this day’s date,* inquiring whether the instructions given to Mr. Rassam include the 
release of the missionaries in Abyssinia. And I am to state to you, in reply, that 
Mr. Ra&sam was distinctly desired to ask for the release of the missionaries; but 
inasmuch as ller Majesty’s Goverment have no right to make authoritative demands on 
Foreign Powers in favour of any but British subjects, Mr. ltassam was cautioned 
against making his request on behalf of foreigners in an authoritative manner, such as 
he would l)e entitled to do on behalf of subjects of Her Majesty. 

“ As Mr. Rassam’s general instructions, however, enjoin him to see that nil the 
prisoners, on whose account so much interest is necessarily excited, art* set free, Lord 
Clarendon cannot doubt that no exertion will be spared by him to secure this object; the 
more especially as Mr. Rassam was desired to present to King Theodore a letter from 
the Queen, in which Her Majesty graciously expressed her expectation that the King 
would dismiss Captain Cameron, and any other Europeans who may desire it, from his 
Court, anti would afford them every assistance and protection on their journey to the 
destination to which they desire to proceed. 

“ I am, &c. 

“(Signed) James Murray.” 

So much for Mr. Murray's missive. 

(Signed) C. U. PURDAY. 


No. 1173. 

Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 14.) 

(Private.) 

My Lord, Bekesboume House, Canterbury, December II, 1867. 

I TAKE the liberty of directing your Lordship’s attention to my two letters of 
the 6th and 10th instant, addressed to you officially, inclosing two letters from 
Mr. Purday, which 1 am under the necessity of making known for my justification 
against the charges of Mr. Layard. who, foiled in his wicked attempt to impute to me 
the failure of Mr. Rassam's mission, now assails my personal character. 

As I am confident that your Lordship will not countenance or even tolerate any 
such unjust accusations against me, I am content to leave my vindication entirely in 
your hands. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Minuie. 

I think Dr. Beke must now be told that the Foreign Office can take no further 
part in this dispute. 

S. 

[See No. 1175.] 


No. 1174. 

Mr. Me Key to Lord Stanley.—(Recevied December 14.) 

My Lord, Liverpool, December 13, 1867. 

THINKING that it might possibly serve to assist in eliciting some information 
you would d«»sire regarding Abyssinia, I take the liberty of inclosing an extract from a 
letter received to-day from my correspondent at Gibraltar. 

I shall only add that it will Ik* as much an honour and pleasing as a duty to place 
myself and my correspondent entirely at your service, should you think the document 
referred to of value and desire to receive it direct from M. Gilbert. 

If I have uselessly trespassed on your valuable time, pray kindly allow the motive 
to plead pardon for the deed. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE B. Me KEY. 


• No. 302. 
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Incloturc in No. 1174. 

Letter received from a Carre,pondent at Gibraltar. 

(Extract.) ruiwt thp French Vice-Consul at Casa Blanca. In 

LAST evening I met M. Gillwrt. the h . ul paajed eighteen months in 

the course of conversation lie ' Ilf " . hc ,. a ital by the same route as 

Abyssinia, and had gone as far “’ a (kuJ^nd minute account of his journey, 
the troops will have to travel, and k I 3 topographical information 

with particular, of eve^ well, vilkge,and^ndeal of infonna- 
within his reach. He also seems to la ^ an oflicial one, I am mclined 

tion respecting the people; and, na fhcL *information of a reliable nature, 
to think his journal »•* ‘ just now. This journal he has shll in 

which would be most use ful would have anv objection to communicate 

hi, possession; and on my asking tan rf £c W J M concCT ne<l. he would 
it for the use of our Government, he wid tlrn^ “ tar m ^ from it> bllt that 

he most happy, and believed . • 0 w i t hout the authorisation of the French 

refuse the British Government, if asked. 


No. 1176. 

Mr. Egerton to Captain Desborough .* 

Foreign Office , December 14, 1867. 

to s ssu tL 4 

to the 28th of October last, the captives in Abyssinia "'Yam &c 

(Signed) ’ E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1176. 

Mr. Soldier to Lord Stanley.— {Received December 16.) 

_ , 17 Great Dover Street, Southirark, December 13, 1867. 

My Lord, t A, iiii, instant a letter signed H. II. Sykes, l*ield 

I READ tn the Times <> of 8ixtmi horses and cannot account for 

S^Cand fcSfttL ration after being shut up for three weeks on board 

8l 7 a^'^foUow? the^S 

the saviug of them. ;,«m«Kjite notice. Upon my pioneering 

The following facts are w^orthyof > our ^^^^byssiL., in lU, there 

voyage for business pursuits, ! 1 coim txy through the aid of my friend, 

collected a number of he ^“j^'Sbl^todie. Having 
Mr Flow den. Two or ttoee days aftor mj d. 1 -^ ^ mldc me app l v my skill to 

lost five out of sixty-seven in a few , be c auV From that 

aseertain the mysterious malady, au d Edition in the Mauritius, 

jga; ■»* “»~ - r *■ 

Secretary at that time. . it will now rest with the Gavem- 

- * c—s* 

• A simiUr letter wm •ddrtwed to Mr. Punter. 
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I have conducted most weighty matters of trust for most of the Insurance Companies of 
London. 

I have, &c. _ 

(Signed) SAMUEL 80 UTTER. 


No. 1177. 

Mr. Egerton to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

gj r> Foreign Office , December 16, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before 
8ecretarv Sir John Pakington a copy of a letter from Mr. Samuel Soutter, relative to 
the mortality of mides employed in the Abyssinian expedition; and offering his services 
with a view to endeavour to prevent its continuance. 

I am, (fee. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON t 


No. 1178. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 16.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 16, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the following information 
from Colonel Merewether, dated Mulkutto, December 1, reached mo on the 12th 

instant, viz.:— _ . a - ,. . . . 

“ A messenger has just come from Gebra Medhem, Governor of Senafe district, 
under Kussai, with letter proffering friendship on behalf of self and master, from whom 
messenger will oome by-and-by. Ail well. 1 leave this afternoon for Senafe, taking 
on advance brigade.” 


No. 1179. 

Prince de la Tour d'Auvergne to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 17.) 

M. le Ministry Londree, le 16 DJcembre, 1967. 

CONFORMEMENT a la lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait Phonneur de madresser 
le 3 Dlcembre dernier, je me suis empressl d’annoncer & M. le Marquis de Moustier que 
le Gouverncment de la Rcine etait disposl k autoriser deux otlieicrs Francis & suivre les 
operations du corps expeditionnaire d’Abyssinie. 

LEmpereur vient, en consequence, dc decider, et je me fais un devoir de porter a la 
connaissance de votre Excellence, que l’un dc ces officiert serait pris dans larmle de 
terre et I’autre dans Fannie de mer. M. lc Marlchal Niel a dlsignl M. d Hendecourt, 
Capitaine d’Etat-Major, pour remplir cette mission ; et M. l’Amiral Rigault de Genouilly 
a fait choit de M. Galli-rasseboc, Chef d’cscadron dTnfanterie de Marine. Je m’empresse 
d’informer votre Excellence de ces dispositions. , 

Je lui serai tres reconnaissant de vouloir bien recommander ces deux otnciera au 
bicnveillant accueil du General-en-chef de Fannie explditionnaire, et me faire connaitre ii 
quelle Ipoque et sur quel point ils pourront se rlunir aux troupes Anglaises. 

VeuiUez, Slc. 

(Signl) PCE. DE LA TOUR D’AUVERGNE. 


No. 1180. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 17, 1867, 11 a.m. 

THE following message lias just reached me from Colonel Merewether, for trans¬ 
mission to Secretary of State for India :— 

“ Senafe, December 7. 

“ Advance brigade all encamped now on fine plain here. This body lias come up 
from coast without hitch, proving British troops can enter Abyssinia with ease. 
Several more Chiefs have come in to pay their respects. All weU.” 


[73] 


11 A 




918 


No. 1181. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cain.Dntmbtr 17, 1867. 

T1IE following message has just reached me from Colonel Merewether, for trans¬ 
mission to Secretary of State for India :— . „ 

« Near Senafe, December 5. 

“ All prospering here. Chief of Senafe took us yesterday there. People veiyjlad 
to see us. We move into camp there to-morrow. Special messenger from^ Prince 
Kussai arrived yesterday. Brother of Gabriel W urcha sent, because he spoke English; 
brought most friendly‘letter and messages. W’akshum is also sending messenger. 
Menelek, from Shoa, is reported to have reached neighlxiurhood of Magda a in force, 
and hoi>es to gain jioswjssion of it first. King lias burnt Debra Tal>or all but one 
church; lias formed camp a few miles off; wishes to go to Magdala, but finds great 
opiKisition; country people kill his soldiers when they attempt to get grass or 
wood.” 


No. 1182. 

Mr. Murray to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Foreign Office, December 17, 1867. 

WITH reference to the telegraphic despatch transmitted by you through Her 
Majesty's Agent and Consul-General in Egypt to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State tor 
India, on the 25th ultimo, I am directed by Lord Stanley to inform you that in the 
month of Octolier last the Viceroy of Egypt offered to send an Envoy to the King of 
Abyssinia to press for the release of the captives detained in that country, and that Her 
Majesty’s Government accepted llis Highness’ offer, and that the \ iceroy s letter to the 

King was subsequently communicated to them.* , 

I am, however, to’ add, that nothing was said, either in the al>ove-mrnHoned letter 
or in the communications between this Government and that ot Egypt which could 
imply the intention of the Egyptian Government to use force to obtain the desired 
object. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1183. 


Mr. Murray to Dr. Beke. 

gi r> Foreign Office, December 17, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 
10th and lltli instant,t relative to the statements lately made concerning you in the 
House of Commons by Mr. Lay aril, and requesting that a letter addressed to you by 
Mr. Purday on the 20th January, 1800, may lie laid before Parliament ; and 1 am to 
state to you, in reply, that his Lordship regrets to have to inform you that he can take 
no further part in the difference which has arisen concerning this matter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 




• S*« No. 1075. 


f Not. 1172 and 1173. 
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No. 1185. 

Mr. Murray to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 17, 1867. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 3rd instant, I am directed by Lord 8tanley to 
transmit to you herewith, to he laid before Secretary Sir John Pakington, a copy of a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, stating the steps he has taken to 
assist Captain Griffiths in the matter of the contract entered into by Messrs. W’etherell 
to supply mules for the expedition to Abyssinia, and inclosing a copy of the note 
addressed by him to the Spanish Government relative to this subject. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1186. 


Sir A. Paget to Lord Stanley.— (Received December 18.) 

(No. 218.) 

My lord, Florence , December 14, 1867. 

COUNT MENABREA mentioned to me a short time ago, that he had desinnl the 
Marquis d’Azeglio to sneak to your Lordship about a project of the Italian Government 
for establishing n Penal Settlement on some part of tho coast of the Red Sea, in the 
neiglilKHirhood, if not within the territory of, Abyssinia.* 

His Excellency referred to a map, and pointed out the place—some high land not 
far removed from the coast between the 15th and 20th degree of latitude. 

Count Menabrea explained that the Italian Government had long been in search 
of some eligible spot for the deportation of their convicts. The prisons, he said, were 
tilled to overflowing, and the consequence was that a great many criminals who bad 
l>ccn some time in confinement, but who had not yet served their full term, were 
obliged to be turned loose on society, to make room for fresh comers. 

This was a very deplorable state of things, for which, at present, there was no 
remedy. But the establishment of a Penal Settlement would at once relieve tho 
Government from their present cmlMirrassment; and tho knowh*dge that transportation 
was in store was likely to have a more deterrent effect on the Italian mind than any 
other punishment which could be devised. 

In consequence, however, of the Expedition now being sent by England, the 
Italian Government, his Excellency said, did not wish to act in the matter without first 
communicating with Her Majesty’s Government. 

As Count Menabrea informed me that he had desired Marquis d’Azeglio to explain 
to your Lordship the views and wishes of the Italian Government, I did not think 
it was necessary for me to trouble you with a report of his Excellency’s remarks to 
me upon the subject. 

I have thought it right, however, to mention to Count Menabrea in a few minute's’ 
interview which I had with him this morning, that I had reason to Ijclicvc that Her 
Majesty’s Government would desire that the Italian Government should not carry out 
their project, at all events until the termination of the present operations against 
Abyssinia, llis Excellency replied that he had heard this from M. d’Azeglio, that the 
Italian Government, being desirous of avoiding anything which might embarrass the 
proceedings of Her Majesty’s Government, would, as I understood him, conse¬ 
quently suspend the execution of their intentions until the Abyssinian expedition 
was brought to a close. 

Count Menabrea’s occupations were so pressing this morning, that I did not 
like to detain him more than a few moments by asking further explanations on the 
al>ove subject; but from something which his Excellency let fall, I l>elieve tliat in 
selecting a place on the Red S<» for a penal settlement, they have in view, liesides 
certain supposed conveniences connected with the spot, tliat there should be another 
flag besides the French displayed on the African coast. 


I have, «fec. 

(Signed) A. PAGET. 
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No. 1187. 

Lord Stanley to Prince de la Tour d'Auvergne. 

M. l'Amltamdcor, Foreign Office, December 18, 1867. 

I HAVE tbo honour to acknowledge the receipt of tout Excellency’s note of 
the 16th instant,* stating the name of the officers selected by the Imperial Govern¬ 
ment to accompany the expedition to Abyssinia, and requesting that facilities may he 
granted to them ; and I have now the honour to inform your Excellency that I have 
not failed to communicate the substance of your note to the proper departments of 
Her Majesty’s Government. 

I am, Ac. 

(8igned) STANLEY. 


No. 1188. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Merivale .f 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 18, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, for the confidential information 
of Sir C. Wood a copy of a despatch from llcr Majesty’s Minister at Florence, 
relative to a project of the Italian Government, for establishing a penal settlement on 
some part of the coast of the lied Sea, in the neighbourhood, if not within the 
territory of Abyssiuia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1189. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 19.1 
(No. 39. Consular.) 

My Lord, Cairo , December 1, 1867. 

I BEG leave to forward herewith to your Lordship a copy of a letter that I have 
lately received from Colonel Kennedy, C.B., on special service in Egypt in connection 
with the Abyssinian expedition, conveying his acknowledgments of the valuable 
assistance rendered him by Mr. Heade, Her Majesty’s Consul ut Cairo, during the 
jwriod that gentleman has been acting as llcr Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in 
this country. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ED1VD. STANTON. 


Inclosure in No. 1189. 

Colonel Kennedy to Colonel Stanton. 

8ir, Alexandria , Norember 23, 1867. 

IT is with much pleasure that I have the honour to acquaint you, u|K>n your 
return to Egypt, that from the day of my landing in this c< untry, charged with an 
important and somewhat difficult duty, l have received the most cordial support from 
Mr. Reade, acting as ller Majesty’s ’Agent and Consul-General during your absence, 
and that he has been untiring in his exertions to promote the public service, not only 
in his official capacity, hut privately as a gentleman thoroughly conversant with this 
and the neighbouring countries. 

The assistance 1 have received from Mr. Reade in the frequent communications 
which have necessarily passed between his Highness the Viceroy, the Egyptian 
Ministers and myself, deserve my thanks and acknowledgments. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. CLARKE KENNEDY. 


No. 1179. 


t A flimiUr letter wt* aid»e»*ed to the Home Office. 
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No. 1190. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—{Received December 19.) 

(No. 57.) 

My l/iid, Cairo, Decertber 1, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that, at an audience with which 
I was honoured by the Viceroy a few days since, I took the opportunity of speaking 
to his Highness on the subject of the reinforcement of Egyptian troops lately stmt to 
Massowah and to the Abyssinian frontier, and I informed his Highness that the 
presence of so large a force of Egyptian troops at Massowah was calculntiHl to interfere 
seriously with our operations, not only by increasing the difficulty of procuring 
supplies from the country, but also by leading the Ahyssinians to suppose that the 
Egyptians were acting in concert with ourselves. 

I also stated to his Highness that I had heard it rumoured that King Theodore 
had issued a Proclamation to his people, stating that the British were about to make 
war on Abyssinia for the purpose of forcing them to change their religion, as they hail 
lately made war on the Russians (their co-religionists) in support of the Turks ; and I 
added it was of great importance to us tliat no measures should l»c adopted by his 
Highness that w ould tend to encourage such a belief amongst the natives of Abyssinia. 

His Highness, in reply, assured me the Egyptian force at Massowah consisted only 
of three battalions, each 500 strong, hut tliat he was obliged to strengthen the 
forces on his frontier line to insure proper respect to Egyptian territory and to prevent 
any sudden incursions being made from Abyssinia into the frontier districts, in conse¬ 
quence of the assistance ami facilities afforded to the British troojw. I remarked to 
his Highness that at all events it was not very probable tliat an uftack would he made 
on Massowah, and expressed the hope that no unnecessary force would 1m* maintained 
at that station; and I have reason to believe His Highness will not increase the force 
already stationed at that port. 

I must, however, remark to your Lordship Hint I perceive this Abyssinian 
expedition is watched by the Egyptian Government with considerable nnxietv ancl 
apprehension, lest it should result in the permanent occupation of that country (>y the 
British, and it is unnecessary to add that persons are not wanting in Eg’vpt who 
endeavour to place obstacles in our path by working on the Viceroy’s timidity, and 
insinuating that the occupation of Egypt itself is contemplated by Her Majesty’s 
Government, and that the Abyssinian expedition is merely a pretext for collecting a 
force in the immediate vicinity. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ED1VD. STANTON. 


Minutes. 

Query : Inform by telegraph, lie may assure Viceroy no intention of permanent 
occupation of Abyssinia. 

E. HAMMOND. 


Certainly. 

S. 


India Office. 

E. HAMMOND. 


No. 1191. 

Mr. Hammond to Colonel Stanton. 


(Telegraphic.) 

YOU may assure Viceroy Her Majesty’s 
permanent occupation of Abyssinia. 


Foreign Office , Decentber 19, 1867. 
Government have no intention of 
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No. 1192. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merit ale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 19, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith a copy of a note from 
the French Ambassador at this Court,* stating the names of two officers appointed by 
the Imperial Government to accompany the expedition to Abyssinia, and requesting 
that facilities may be granted to them to enable them to join that expedition; and I 
am to request that in laying this document before the Secretary of State for India in 
Council you will move him to cause Lord Stanley to be informed what reply should be 
returned to Prince de la Tour d*Auvergne on the subject. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 1193. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 19, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, to be laid before Secretary 
Sir Stafford North cote, a copy of a despatch from Colonel Stanton,! reporting a conver¬ 
sation which he had held witli the Viceroy on the subject of reinforcements of Egyptian 
troops lately .sent to Massowah and the Abyssinian frontier, I am to add, with reference 
to that paragraph of Colonel Stanton’s despatch which refers to alleged apprehensions 
with respect to the presence of the British Expeditionary Force in Abyssinia, that he 
has been instructed by telegraph to assure the Viceroy that Her Majesty’s Government 
do not entertain any intention of permanent occupation of that country. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 1191. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Morris. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 19, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
10th instant4 and to refer you to the reply returned by Mr. Murray on the 15th ultimo 
to your former application. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1195. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 20, 1867. 

1 AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith a letter from 
Mr. George Me Key,§ inclosing a Memorandum regarding an offer made by M. Gilbert, 
the French Vice-Consul at Casa Blanca, to communicate to Her Majesty’s Government 
a copy of a journal kept by him whilst travelling in Abyssinia, provided lie could obtain 
permission of his Government to do so; and I am to request that in laying this 
paper before the Secretary of State for India iu Council you will move him to inform 
I»rd Stanley whether he considers that it would be expedient to apply to the French 
Government on the subject. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


• iNo. 1179. 


t No. 1190. 


t No. 1185. 
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No. 1196. 



Lord Lyons to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 21.) 

(No. 186.) 

My Ixird, Paris, December 20, 1867. 

WITH reference to my despatch to your Lordship, No. 84 of the 16th ultimo, and 
to your Lordship’s despatch in reply, No. 57 of the 23rd ultimo, upon the subject of the 
French surgeon mentioned to me by the Emperor as having been medical attendant to 
King Theodore of Abyssinia, I have the honour to inclose herewith copy of a note 
which I have received from M. de Moustier. His Excellency informs me in this note 
that the name of the medical officer iu question is M. Legarde, and tliat he has been 
invited by the Minister of War to furnish information lor the use of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) LYONS. 


India Office. 


Minutes . 

E. HAMMOND. 


Ought we not to thank ? 


8 . 


Inclosure in No. 1196. 

M. de Moustier to Lord Lyons. 

M. l’Ambassadeur, Paris, le 19 Decembre, 1867 

JE me suis empress^ de comniuniquer ft M. le Ministre de la Gcurre la note quo vous 
m’avez remise, le 14 de ce mois, au sujet d’un chirurgien do notre armle qui auruit dttS 
autrefois au service du Roi Theodoras ct quo 1’Empercur vous a d&ignl com me pouvaul 
fournir des indications utiles au Gouvernement Sa Majcstd Britannique. Son Excellence 
M. le Mar&hal Niel a immediatement fait rechercher cet officier, qui cat effectivcinent 
Medecin Major de 2e classe au 77c Regiment dc Lignc cn garnison it Bayonne, et que 
s appelle M. Lagarde. Des instructions ont ettf adresses au General Commandant la 
I3e Division Militaire pour que M. Lagarde soit invite a rdunir tous les documents qu’il 
aurait recueillis lore do son sdjour cu Abyssiaie, et j’aurai soin de vous transmettre le 
rapport qui lui a etc demands dft* que M. le Ministre (le la Guerre me l’aura fait 
parvenir. 

Agreez, Ac. 

(8igne) MOUSTIER. 


No. 1197. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received December 21.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office , December 20, 1867. 

I AM directed by Sir Stafford Northcote to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 19th instant,* with inclosure from Colonel Stanton, reporting a conver¬ 
sation which he had held with the Viceroy of Egypt respecting the increase lately made 
to the Egyptian forces at Massowah; and I am to request that you will inform 
Lord Stanley of Sir S. Northcotc’s concurrence in Colonel Stanton’s opinion that 
any material increase to the force in question would be embarrassing to the 
Coramauder-in-chief of the expedition, as tending to confirm the report spread by 
King Theodore of a coalition between the British Government and tliat of the 
Viceroy. 

I ain, Ac. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


Minute. 

If not done already, we may, on this, approve Colonel Stanton’s language. 

S. 


• No. 1193. 
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No. 1198. 

Mr. Egerion to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

Foreign Office, December 26, 1867. 

8ir ' r 4 directed bv Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith a despatch from Her 

siUy What wply should be returned to Mr. Consul Grant 

‘mTfaSirf paper being sent in original, I am to request that it may be returned, 
together with your reply to this letter. I am &c 

(Signed) ’ E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1199. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Hammond.—(Received December 24.) 

(Confidential.) /„*•„ Office, December 23, 1867. 

SlF, l AM directed l»v the Secretary of State for India in Council to aoknowledge the 
roceiot of vour letter of the 19tli instant, transmitting a copy of a letter from tin In . 
Vmhassador intimating the wish of the Imperial Government that two officers of he 

allowed to accompany the Abyjsuuan cxpcdrt.on, the one 

mve td l . in . "hudion to the Commauder-in-ehief on behalf of the two oAcers 

activcly engaged, and it would, therefore, Ik* useless for him to apply to the Lords of 
th Admindtv as he would otherwise have done m order that aeeommoilat.on might be 

d’ Auvergne. j hayCj ^ 

(Signed) T. T. PEAKS. 


Minute. 

Ask the French Ambassador. 


S. 


No. 1200. 

Mr. Mdrill to Mr. Hammond. — (Recei red December 24.) 

(Confidential.) office, December 24, 1887. 
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ment, I am directed to state that Sir 8. Northcote would be glad to be furnished with 
a copy of the journal in question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


Minute. 

W rite answer. 

8 . 


No. 1201. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond. — (Received December 24.) 

(Confidential.) , , 

gjj.^ India Office, December 24, 1867. 

I AM directed by Sir S. Northcote to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 18th instant, with inclosure from Her Majesty’s Minister at Moronce, relative to 
a project of the Italian Government for establishing a poual settlement on some part of 
tho coast of the Red Sea in the neighbourhood of, if not within, the territory of 
Abyssinia. In reply I am to state that Sir 8. Northcote learns with satisfaction from 
these papers (which have been perused with much interest) that the Italian Govern¬ 
ment have, in deference to the representations of Sir A. Paget, for the present, abandoned 
tbe intention of forming the jK*nal settlement in question. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


No. 1202. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Merivale. 

8^ Foreign Office, December 24, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 21st ultimo regarding a French surgeon 
stated to have been medical attendant to King Theodore of Abyssinia, 1 am directed 
by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, for the information of Sir S. Northcote, copies ot 
a further despatch, and its in closure, from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris upon 
tliis subject.* 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. C. EGERTON. 


No. 1203. 

Lord Stanley to Prince dc la Tour (tAuvergne. 

M. l’Ambassadeur, Foreign Office, December 26, 1867. 

I LOST no time in referring to the India Office your Excellency s letter of the 
10th Instant, informing me that M. d’Kendecourt and M. Galli-Passeboc, have been 
selected by your Government to accompany the Abyssinian expedition, the one being 
attached to the military and the other to the marine forces. # 

I have been informed by the Secretary of State for India, in reply, tliat he 
will be happy to give letters of introduction to the Commander-in-chief on behalf of 
these two officers, and that he will cause instructions to be sent to the principal 
transport officer at Alexandria to give them every facility in his power for proceeding 
thence to the scene of operations; hut that, as it is not anticipated that the vessels 
of Her Majesty’s navy will 1 h* actively engaged, he conceives that it would be useless 
to apply to the Lords of the Admiralty fur accommodation for M. Galli-Passeboc on 
board one of Her Majesty’s ships. 

Under these circumstances, the Secretary of State for India desires to know, 
before he issues any orders on the subject, whether it is still the wish of your Excel¬ 
lency’s Government tliat a naval officer should proceed to Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 



[73] 


* No. 1196. 
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No. 1204. 

Lord Longford to Mr. Egerton.—(Received December 26.) 

R . War Office, December 26, 1867. 

TWO French officer*, who are in London, on their way to Abyssinia tojomthe 

force, have requested me to procure for them the letters of tSd 

may be necessary to facilitate their proceeding, and to ensure then- 

nitfon at Sir R. Naoier’s headquarters and elsewhere. They are to caU here this 

‘ V'l'TnfTstregular to^ve^tott^se gentlemen a letter from the Foreign Office under 
these^circumstances, I shall lie glad to take charge of it,noplace dmth^r hands. 

(Signed) * *°'LONGFORD. 

M. de TIendecourt, Capitaine d’Etat Major. 

M. Galle-PttMaboc, Lieutenant de Vaisseau. 

Minute. 

Th,. India Office only can give ttie letters; but they have objected to the naval 
officer, and we have written to French Ambassador. ( MXJRRAY . 


No. 1205. 

Lord Stanley to Lord Lyons. 

(No H Commercial.) Fom> offirr, Dumber 26, 1S67. 

* V 1 INCLOSE herewith an extract of a letter from Alexandria "Inch has Jxen 
communicated to me respecting a journal Mated to have hem drawn up by M 


feel indebted to his Excellency 
them. 


(Signed) 


t am, &c. 


STANLEY. 


No. 1200. 

Lord Stanley to Lord Lyons. 

Foreign Office, December 26, 1867. 

y I Save communicated to the India Office your ExccUcncy’sdejpatch Nm 186 
of the 20th instant, stating that the French Government have dm*etcd Dr. La^nlc 
the French Surgeon who was medical attendant to King Iheodore of Abyssinia, U 
furnish informa Son in regard to that country. Your Excellency will not fail in due 

time to thank the French Government for the trouble they have taken in this matter. 

1 am, sc. 

(Si gned) STAN LEY. 


No. 1207. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.— [Received December 26.) 

fToleffrnnhic ) Cairo, December 26,^ 1867. 

( 'pl'n.; following message from Colonel Merc wet her for transmission to Secretary 

° f St «Doo^be^i^Senafe.—-All prospering here. Letters from Magdala to 11th of 

• No. 1196. , 
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November, received to-day; all well; captives in good spirits, having heard of armies 
coming. They confirm reports of Menelek being near at hand, and acting with 
Gallas, with view of capturing Magdala. Theodorus had advanced thirty miles from 
Debra Tabor, but liampered, by a large mortar (?) and excessive baggage, had come 
to a stand-still. Opposition (?) to him also great. Flail writes on lltli October, 
* King’s treatment of them more favourable lately. All Eurujicaus from Debra Tabor 
accompany the King; some in chains; hut Mr. Flail and others free. Ladies and 
cliildren all well. Copies of letters by post.’ ” 


No. 1208. 


Mr. Hammond to Messrs. Me Key and Co. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 26, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to convey to you his Lordship’s thanks for the 
information regarding M. Gilbert’s journal on Abyssinia, communicated to Lord Stanley 
in your letter of the 13th instant; and I am to state to you that Her Majesty's 
Ambassador will receive instructions to ascertain whether the*French Government see 
any objection to communicating that document to ller Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 1209. 

Prince de la Tour d'Auvergne to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 27.) 

M. lo Ministre, Londres, 26 Ddcembre , 1867. 

J’Al re^u lalettre que votre Excellence a bicn voulu m’adresscr, pour me faire conn litre 
les dispositions que M. le Ministre des Indes se propose de prendre en faveur de 
M. le Capitaine d’Hendccourt et de M. Galli-Passcboc, Chef d’Escadron d’lnlanterie de 
Marine, officiers Francis, di-signes pour suivre les operations du corps expeditionuaire 
d’Abyssinie. 

Je rcmercie votre Excellence de cettc communication. Je crois devoir toutefois lui 
faire remarquer, cn reponse i I’observation de M. le Ministre des hides, dont clle veut bien 
me faire part, et de laquelle il resulte que les hatiments de la Marine Britannique lie devant 
pas prendre unc part active & l’expedition, la mission de M. Galli-Passeboc perdrait dta-lors 
beaucoup de son intent, que M. Galli-Passeboc n’est pas un officier de la Marine, niais un 
officier <le l’lnfanterie Coloniale et Maritime, dont la mission est identiqueuient la inline que 
cclle de M. d’Hendecourt. 

Je serai, en consequence, trds-reconnaissant «\ votre Excellence de vouloir bien appeler 
Pattention de M. le Ministre des Indes sur la veritable quality de M. Galli-Passeboc, et je 
saisis, &c. 

(Sign*?) PCE. DE LA TOUR D’AUVERGNE. 


India Office. 


Minute. 

E. HAMMOND. 


No. 1210. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 27, 1867. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 2Gth instant, respecting the selection made 
by the French Government of two officers to aceomjiany the Abyssinian expedition, I 
am directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, for the information of the Secretary of 
State for India, a copy of a further letter from the French Ambassador,* stating tluit both 
the gentlemen named are military officers; and I am to request that you will move 

• No. 1209. 
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// 


Sir 8 Northcote to forward to to Office lettos of mtroducUon m the* favour to 
C—t-in-ebirf of the Abyssinian exped.Uon. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1211. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merit ale. 

Foreign Office, December 27, 1867. 

8 ' r ' I AM directed by Uri Stanley to traoitto you^o be cop , 

i. 1 

there, and the present position of King Theodore. ^ ^ ^ 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1212. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Desborough.* 

Foreign Office , December 27, 1867. 

“■, *m m 1, tort.jto.tos. 

to day from Colonel Men r, m 1 . fl, e measures taken for their 

Uth of November,.and in 1 ^ t 2 1 "n(i. t obi^ 11th that ail the Europeans from Debra 
relief. That Mr. Mad had writh , . l)ut j£ r> Had and others free, 

Tabor were in the earn]) ()f / h f./^weV^ well The Motives, Mr. Flad said, had of 
and that all the women and children jewiwt 11. air nq 

late been more favourably treated by the King. ^ am ^ 

(Signed) * JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1213. 

Mr. Thom to Mr. Murray.—(Received December 28.) 

India Office , December *27, 1867. 

8ir ’ i AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge 
. * ,,f vtiiir letter of this day’s date, and to acquaint )ou, in rtply, tha 

•5«a , ^.s55?ss=a^^ e 

dC the letters in question will be forwarded immediately 

on their receipt at this Office. p Uaye ^ 

(Signed) ’ J- PATTISON THOM, 

Assistant, Military Department. 


* A similar letter was addressed to Mr. Purdaj. 


929 




No. 1214. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 45. Consular.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 16, 1867. 

I HAITI the honour to report to your Lordship that I have recently received from 
Colonel Merewcther two messages for transmission by telegraph to Bombay, which 
Colonel Merewetlier requested me to forward in cypher, but not having the means of 
communication with his Excellency the Governor in cypher, 1 was under the necessity 
of requesting Captain M. Willoughby, of the Bombay Staff Corps, stationed temporarily 
at Suez, and who had the necessary means, to transmit these telegrams for me, thus 
causing a delay in their transmission of at least twenty-four hours ; and, as it is very 
probable that, during the progress of the operations in Abyssinia, it may frequently 
become necessary to transmit such telegrams, I would venture to submit to your 
Lordship whether it would not Ik* to the advantage of the service, that 1 should lx* 
provided with the means of communicating with the Bombay Government in cypher. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDVYD. STANTON. 


India Office. 


Minute. 


S. 


No. 1215. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—{Received December 28.) 

(No. 49. Consular.) 

My Lord, Cairo , December 17, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to forward the inclosed despatch for the Secretary of State 
for India, which has just reached mo under Hying seal from Colonel Merewcther, 
reporting the progress of the march of the advanced Brigade to Sennit*, which place 
was safely reached by the column on the 6th instant, without meeting any opposition 
or very serious physical difficulties. 

Colonel Merewcther reports that a friendly disposition is shown by the natives, 
that a messenger has reached him with a letter from Prince Kussai, and that n 
messenger is also on his way to him from Wagshum Gobazye. lie also adds that it is 
reported at Adowa that Mcnclek, Prince of Shoa, is in force in the neighbourhood of 
Magdala, and lilts lieen joined by the Gallas. 

The position of King Theodore appears very precarious ; he has destroyed his new 
capital of Debra Tabor, and had marched to a sj>ot about sixteen miles on the road to 
Magdala, which place he was evidently trying to reach, hut Colonel Merewetlier believes 
would not succeed in his attempt. Stragglers from his army iu search of wood and 
water are killed by the natives. 

Colonel Merewetlier further adds that the head-quarters of the Transport Corps 
and of the Commissariat are urgently required, especially the former, as no system 
exists at present with the mule train, and the animals are suffering much from want of 
care and supervision. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDW1). STANTON. 


Minute. 


Inclot ore to be sent to India Office immediately. 
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No. 1216 . 

Mr. Murray to Mr. MerivaU. 

(Confidential.) Foreign Office , December 28, 1867. 

"■ I AM to II .SISK ££ 

eating ill cypher with the Government of Bombay. ^ 

(Signed) ’ JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1217. 

Major-General Pear, to Mr. Hammond.-(.Received December 31.) 

India Office, December 30, 1867. 

2, KSmSSTS s^ss «*” .... »• *• 

and M. Galli-Passeboc. j have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


Minutes. 

As Lord Stanley is absent, bad we not better send these with 1,,?- j'RiT-VY. 
Certainly. _________-_- 


No. 1218. 

Mr. MerivaU to Mr. Ha,n,nond.-(Receired December 31.) 

(Confidential.) /«dw Office, December 31, 1867. 

S ' r ’ 1 AM directed by Sir Stafford SonVll^X^ dated 

Stanley, the nce|mipanving <*xtrnet o • J { f |^ >m l,ay ; and I am to request 

23rd November last, ajldresstHl to the ™" h nervations of that officer 

SX&'SZS — *» •-’*' 

“’gr a eg ~ .n“T?. ^rs^ssst^ssst 

in accepting tbe friendlv offer‘d m< dut lh . lt thov ^oidd not have accepted 

active co-operation of l is Higlmess. I ’ 1 si . ns ible of tbe possiblemiacon- 

soeb eo-operati-m bad it been offered as tlu> " 4li 

struct ion to which their so Lord Stanley 

Sir Stafford Northeote \v« »ul«l t ** , '| *^r h^I vaddressed to the Egyptian 

whether a communication might not adva .^ ^ their officers app**nr to have 

G jvernment, referring to the mvsiip})n' . u },lressed by his Highness the Viceroy to 
fallen with respect to the nature of th it . * s to prevail as to the nature 

King Thmlomsand to the erroneous impress, o whaeh 1 ^ ^ ^ { 

of the understanding between ' (,,, V‘ , t l.:Tt if ihe communiention can he 

mu to add, that Sir Stafford Northeote is o opm ontto^ liro , Kit ,le otVenee 

uade in such terms and in such a manue as t, ■ "’yVfrov to Issue orders for the 
to his llighness.it would he 

^l^'toXtein'^n'teLing any stl,., v lueh maybear the appeanmee of them 

taking oi intending to take par, in the Ahvssnna. e,— • 

(Signed) HEBM-VX MEBIYALE. 


• No. 1214. 
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Minute. 


I think they are right, and that a communication in that sense ought to be made. 
Speak to you as to the terms. 

8 . 


Inelosure in No. 1218. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Secretary to Government , Bombay. 

(Extract.) Mulkultoo, Not'ember 23, 1867, 

Paragraph 11. IN one of my telegrams I reported the arrival of an Egyptian 
frigate and three steamers at Massowah with a Pasha, his Excellency Abdool Kadir, and 
between 3,000 and 1,000 troops on board, since then the frigate has been at Mulkutoo, 
and at an interview which Lieutenant Moekler had with the Pasha on board the frigate, 
the latter said to had come to offer any assistance required, and stated that the troops 
he hail brought down with him were to relieve the others at Massowah, and at 
Khartoum, vift Kassala, Kadarif, &c. These letters he proposed sending along the 
Abyssinian frontier from Souakin. I need scarcely say that the presence of these 
troops in our immediate neighbourhood is most inopportune, and contrary to the 
proposed line of policy. It cannot fail to be looked upon by the Abyssinian* as a certain 
sign that the Egyptians an* about to act in conjunction with us, and will make them 
think that our statements to the contrary an* untrue. Lieutenant Moekler asked 
whether the Pasha luul b-,night any communication from Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Consul-General in Egypt, he said no, because when he left, the Consul-General was 
busy. 11<* also said that a letter lmd been dispatchrd from Mnssmvnh to King 
Theodoras by the band of a high priest from Cairo, to the effect, that should tin* King 
refuse* to release the prisoners, they, the Egyptians, being friends of tin* English would, 
as in duty lx.uno, render them even assistance, even to fighting against the King. 1 
hope* to Ik* able to get this letter recalled as it will do groat harm. Altogether the 
presence of these people is most objectionable, and 1 would venture to urge strongly, that 
representations should be made through Her Majesty’s Government with a view to their 
ln'ing recalled. Tin* Pasha said he lmd orders to render every assistance in his power, 
that lie had live or six steamers about, which were entirely at my disposal, that they 
were going to have a fh*et of twelve steamers in these seas armed with Armstrongs, 
which were soon coming out round the Capo. The Pasha has proceeded down the 
coast in the frigate— it wa* reported to visit Edd and other places but he would not 
say himself when* he was going, excepting that he would not \isit Aden, and would he 
absent only seven or eight days. On his return he trusted to see me, and at the 
interview, while thanking him for his offers of assistance, I shall inform him that none 
is required, as even’ arrangement has been made by Her Miyesty’s Government with 
that of His 11 ighucss the Viceroy, and more is not needed. I shall request him torecal 
his letter as bring unnecessary, and suggest tin* propriety of bis awaiting further 
instructions from his Government before he dispatched the troops from .Souakin along 
the Abyssinian frontier. 


No. 1219. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. llamnwnd.—(Received December 31.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office. December 31, 1867. 

IN reply to your letter Confidential of the 28th instant, I am directed to inform 
you that Sir Stafford Noitheote is willing to comply with the suggestion of flu* Consul- 
General in Egypt that he should he furnished with the means of communicating in 
cypher with the Government of Bombay. I am instructed, therefore, to forward 
herewith, by tin* band of a confidential officer of this Department, a box containing tbe 
India Office Private Cotie for tbe transmission of secret despatches, which Sir Stafford 
Northeote requests may be forwarded to its destination. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


Colonel Stanton. 


Minute. 



Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale. 


Bir, Foreign Office, December 31, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this 
day, accompanied by a box and keys, to lx? forwarded to Colonel Stanton; and I am 
to request that you will inform Secretary Sir Stafford North cote that the same will be 
made up in separate packets, and forwarded to the Post-office with a request that they 
may lx* intrusted to the care of the officer in charge of the mails on board the next 
mail steamer which will sail from Southampton for Alexandria. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 1221. 

Lord Stanley to the Prince de la Tour d'Auvergne. 

Foreign Office, December 31, 1867. 

IX)RD STANLEY' presents his compliments to the Prince de la Tour d*Auvergne, 
and has the honour to inclose to his Excellency herewith the two letters of introduction 
to Sir Robert Napier in favour of M. d’Hcndecourt and M. Golli-Passiboc, as requested 
in his Excellency's letter of the 10th instant. 


No. 1222. 

Lord Stanley to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 37. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 31, 1867. 

1 HAVE to inform you that the Secretary of State for India concurs in the 
suggestion contained in your despatch Consular No. 15 of the 10th instant, that you 
should lw* furnished with a cypher for your use in communicating w ith the Government 
of Bombay; and l herewith transmit to you the keys lxdouging to the case containing 
the cypher in question, which I also forward to you, under sejwiratc cover, by this mail. 
You will take the same precautions for the safe custody of this cypher as you do for 
that of the cypher belonging to this Office, and you w ill acknowledge to me its receipt. 

I am, Ae. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1223. 

Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Post Office . 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 31, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to request that you will move his Groce the 
Postmaster-General to cause the accompanying two packets, addressed to Colonel 
Stanton, &c. t to lx* entrusted to the care of the officer in charge* of the mails on board 
the next mail steamer which will sail from Southampton for Alexandria with 
instructions that especial care may lx* taken for their safe custody and delivery to Her 
Majesty's Consul at Alexandria, should Colonel Stanton not lx? at that place. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 
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No. 1224. 


Memorandum relative to the Statements made in the House of Commons respecting the 
Despatches from Abyssinia of 1863, said to be missing. 

THE statement made by Mr. Layard in the House of Commons on the 20th 
November having led to allegations tliat the letter from King Tlieodore of Abyssinia to 
u-e Queen, inclosed in Consul Cameron’s despatch of the 31st Oetolx'r, 1802, had, 
through carelessness or otherwise, lxvn kept from the knowledge of the then Secretary 
of State, reference was made to the original {wipers, and it was thought desirable to 
place on record the conclusions which result from that examination. 

Ihc despatch from Consul Cameron, in which the letter in question was inclosed, 
is numbered 18, and dated Godjam, Abyssinia, October 31, 1802. It is the firat of 
anon despatches numbered 18 to 21 inclusive, which were received on the 12th 
February, 1803. From the fact that the date of receipt is written on these despatches 
in the handwriting of one of the resident clerks, it is evident that they arrived before or 
after office hours, and on referring to the register of correspondence, kept in the 
Consular division, it is found that they were not eutered until after despatches received 
on the 2Gth of the same month. 

lho despatch itself is a very long one, giving an account of Captain Cameron’s 
armnl nnd proceedings at the camp of King Theodore, and extending over thirty pagt'H 
of fijolscan. " * 1 n 

On the margin at the top of the fourth page, and op{>osite to a statement of the 
King, that “ he had executed 1,500 of Garrett’s followers on tin* same day,” are two 
notes of interrogation in ink, which appear to Ik* in Lord Russell's handw riting. 

The paragraph at the top of the 13tli page to the effect that “An hour after 1 
J Consul Cameron] received a peremptory message from His Maj<*stv to leave for the 
sea at once, and send him an answer whether my Government would receive his 
Embassy or not,” is scored with throe pencil lines in the margin. 

In the middle of the 21th page occurs the passage relating to the letter from the 
King which is as follows“Ho then wrote the letter to Her Majesty, which I here¬ 
with have t he honour to forward; afterwards one to the Duke [of Saxe-Colmrgl in much 
the same strain.” J 

“ The translations wen* written hv his own interpreter.” 

At the top of the 23th {mge, and nearly facing this, is another passage — H This 
morning 1 was told to leave for Massowrah,” which is scornl against hv two pencil lines. 

A pencil line has also been drawn against the following passage’in the middle of 
the 29l h page: “I propose to proceed hence to the neighbourhood of Bogus, whose 
inhabitants have been long under our special probation.” 

I he despatch is docket ted in Consul Cameron's handwriting, and marked by him 
as containing two inclosures, which, however, is erroneous as there wen* renllv 
throe:— J 

1. A letter from Consul Cameron to the King. 

2. A letter from Consul Cameron to the British Resident at Aden [which 1ms not 
lxvn laid before Parliament with the two other inclosures]. 

3. King Theodore's letter to the Queen. 

The substance of the despatch is given in the (locket as “ Narrative of Mission to 
King c.t Abyssinia, hut Mr. Coles, then chief of the Consular Division, has added 
“ Inch»ses letter to the Queen.” There is nothing to show when the correction was 
made, lmt it was probably after the 20th of February, for no such notice occurs in the 
entry in the Register. 

lies ides the docket and this addition, there is endorsed on the Iwick of the despatch 
the direction, “India Office,” in Lord Russell’s handwriting, and the two following 
m'TiT on ’ siual to Ma Office, May, 5,1863•• Returned without comment. 

The letter from King Theodore is not bound up with the despatch, hut a note m 
made on a separate sheet of paper that it was given to the Treaty Department, June 26 
1M>5. It is bound Up with the collection of Royal letters, and is written on a sheet of 
foolscap of the same size and texture apparently as that lined for tlu* despatch. It is in 
the Amhnrie character, with a translation on the same sheet of paper, and was inclosed 
in an envelope of ordinary despatch size, on which the address is written in Amharic 
with the following translation underneath: “To Her Britannic Majesty. Queen 
V ictoria. 9 • 

Round up immediately after the seven despatches which, as before stated, were 

» <3 J he 










received on tin- 12th February, 1803, U a Minute in Mr. Hammond's bandwriting dated 

SSi i—-v «. *“ 

«• »»»»•. r» 

»• sawat Js^sus aasasaasri.-— 

lit Massowah. which is his proper station? . . ., . . . 

* “ 1 frar he will involve us in trouble by bis journeys into the interior. ^ M „ 

“ March 9, 1863. 

He seems to me to be far too busy and meddling. I believe if he were to We 

IgigggsiPslii 

by Sing the example and entering into a conflict for influence. I have very little 
doubt that we should only lie gainers in the long run by keeping atoo f^ A \iv fiVD." 

“ March 10, 1863. 

.. If we Jo not take care, we shall get into trouble in Abyssinia ; what I have read 


“ Our Consul seems disposed to meddle a threat deal loo much. .. 

« llo slif ndd have gon<‘ away when the King told him. But he must keep us informed 

about the French proceedings. «. p *» 

“ March 11,1803. 

The next set of despatches from Consul Cameron (Nos. 1 to 7 of 1863), were 

• “ 3 csh^ssarsisSn^r. 

is dated 22,1863, and runs as follows 

“ Sir ’“ I have received your despatches from No. 18 to No. 20 of last year, iudl from 
No 1 to No. 7 of the present year, and with reference to your No. 18 cd the 31st ot 
Oetolwr last 1 have to state to vou that it is not desirable tor Her Majesty s Agents t 
meddle in the affaire of Abyssinia, and you would have done better it you had returned 
to your post at Massowah when the King told you to do so; this it will be right 

VO, s o. b do at ouee, and you will remain at Massowah till further orders. 

you should do « om Hpr Mlljcsty . g Government fully and accurately 

^sMnSar ciSSna-, 

aPPr From these facts, in conjunction with the established practice of the office, it 

l0ll ° That Consul Cameron’s despatch inclosing the letter from King Theodore to the 
Oueen was received, together with the six despatches which accompanied it, either 

hi*fore or after office hours on the 12th February, 1863. ^ , 

aw the despatches were opened by the Resident Clerk in attendance, and 
forwarded to Mr. Hammond, by whom they were sent with a Minute in Ins handwriting 

° f ^Tlmvwouhl then* naturally lie returned by I/ml Burnell to Mr. Hammond, with 
...... rol nnrks which he might have to make upon them, and would Is* sent by 

Mr Hammond through the other Under Secretaries to the Cousular Department. It 


• The de«patch inclosing the King's letter 
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appears, however, that these despatches were returned a fortnight (probably by Lord 
Russell) before this took place. 

A further hatch of despatches from Consul Cameron, arrived on the 0th of March, 
1863. They seem to hare been received, opened, and entered in the Department, and 
brought up according to rule to Mr. Murray. The hock correspondence was got out 
and perused by Mr. Layard, and at the time when Lord Russell wrote his Minute of the 
11th ot March, he must have had under liis eyes, or at ail events in his mind, the 
passages in Consul Cameron’s despatch No. 18 (inclosing the letter from King Theodore) 
which mentions that the King had ordered him to lea ve for Massowah, and in which no 
allusion is made iu any of the other despatches received up to that time. 

I pon liord Russell’s Minute a despatch was drafted, dated April 22, which was 
submitted to him,—was approved and initialled, and finally signed by him; and it was 
not till the 5th of May, after all this had occurred, that Consul Cameron’s despatch 
was forwarded (in obedience to Lord Russell’s own direction) to the India Office. 

As regards King Theodore’s letter, it is impossible to state positively that 
Lord Russell saw or read it. All that can be said is, that there was nothing either in 
its size or nature to prevent its being sent up to him with the despatch, and it is 
known to have been subsequently so sent to the India Office. 

It is difficult in any ease to believe that Lord Russell was unaware at the time of 
its existence, as it is mentioned in the covering despatch, which there is every sign of 
his having perused. * ° 

It appears moreover, that on the 16th of May, 1863, Mr. Uertslet, the Librarian, 
drew up a Memorandum on Abyssinia in consequence of Captain Cameron’s suggestions 
which are mentioned in the margin, and one of which is:— 

That ller Majesty should write to the King, and express her wish to receive an 
Embassy, and invite certain young officers to accompany it.” 

In an Appendix to the Memorandum, dated June 11,1863, Mr. Uertslet mentions 
that Captain Cameron had sent home a letter from King Theodore to the Queen, but 
adds, erroneously, that it was sent to the India Office on the 22nd of February.* On 
the back of the Appendix is the following remark in Mr. llertslet’s handwriting:— 

“ Mr. Layard desired me to put this into print, and told me that Lord Russell had 
pronounced it to be an excellent Memorandum.” 

Foreign Office, December 1867. T. F. SANDERSON. 


t bjr "* “ ,ime ’ * 0d COrrfC, " d i0 M>n.or.nau™ wh„, il .U printed to, 
}l “ ,he blck of ,he MS- copy of m, Momomuduu, ; “Should (hi. 

,i^r.t m h«r.:™J 1 M^ ,0Ul ‘ i requ,rc * Uinl * >* J- *-» .. 


B. Hirtm.it. 






Lord Lyons to Lord Stanley.—(Received January 1, 1868.) 

(No. 27. Commercial.) 

My Lord, Paris , December 31, 1867. 

WITH reference to your despatch of the 26th instant (Commercial No. 14),* I have 
the honour to report to your Lordship that, not having found the Marquis do Moustier at 
home yesterday, I gave to M. de St. Vallier, the chief of hi# Cabinet, a Memorandum of 
the desire of Her Majesty’s Government to be furnished, confidentially, with a copy of a 
journal kept by M. Gilbert, the French Consul at Casa Bianca, during a journey in 
Abyssinia. 

I begged M. de St. Vallier to place the Memorandum in M. de Moustier's hands, and 
to recommend the request to immediate consideration. I will speak to M. de Moustier 
himself on the subject as soon as I have an opportunity of doing so. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) LYONS. 


India Office. 


Minute. 


S. 



No. 1220. 

Major-General Pears to Mr. Hammond.—(Received January 2.) 


Sir, India Office, January I, 1868. 

SIR STAFFORD NORTHCOTE having under his consideration the practicability of 
establishing, at an early date, communication between the depdt of the Abyssinian force 
at Annesley Bay and the European system of telegraph, has instructed me to request that 
Lord Stanley will be good enough to cause inquiry to lie made of Colonel Stanton, by 
telegraph, as to the extent to which the line has been carried and is in actual operation 
up the valley of the Nile; and whether, and to what extent, the co-ojieration of the 
Egyptian Government might be relied upon to aid in the construction of a flying line of 
wire by way of Cosseir or other convenient point along the shore of the Red Sea to 
Annesley Bay. 

2. In the event of such a work being undertaken, it would be of essential importance 
to secure, by the authority of the Egyptian Government, aid and co-operation on the part 
of the various local authorities along the coast in procuring labour and in guarding 
the line. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. T. PEARS. 


Minute. 

Colonel Stanton. 


No. 1227. 

Mr. Murray to Colonel Stanton. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, January 2, 1868. 

REPORT, by telegraph, how far telegraph line has been carried and is in actual 
operation up valley of the Nile, and whether, and to what extent, co-operation of 

• No. 1205. 
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Egyptian Government may be relied upon to aid in construction of flying line of wires by 
way of Cosseir or other convenient point along the shore of the Red Sea to Annesley Bay. 


No. 1228. 


Lord Stanley to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 2.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 3, 1868. 

I DESIRED Mr. Reade, in my despatch No. 27 of the 10th of October, to state to 
the Viceroy that Her Majesty's Government would gladly avail themselves of his offer to 
send a Mission to King Theodore with a view of counselling him to release the British 
subjects and others detained as captives in Abyssinia; and, in reporting that he had 
executed these instructions, Mr. Reade, in his despatch No. 39 of the 25th of October, 
inclosed a copy of the Viceroy’s letter to the King, and added that the Viceroy had 
apparently selected the present time as a fit occasion for sending an army to the Abyssinian 
frontier, and that 10,000 troops had, in fact, been dispatched to Souakin and Massowah. 
The Viceroy, however, Mr. Reade went on to say, had assured him that the object of the 
force was merely for the defence of Egypt if attacked by King Theodore, but that 
the Commander of it was instructed to assist the British expedition, if applied to. 

Although Her Majesty’s Government did not contemplate any such military 
demonstration on the part of the Viceroy when they accepted his offer to appeal to 
King Theodore for the release of the British and other captives, they did not, when 
informed of the grounds on which the Egyptian forces were dispatched in the direction of 
Abyssinia, feel warranted in offering any observations on that measure, and it is only now, 
when the effect it may probably have on the position and operations of Her Majesty’s 
forces has become upparent, that they feel themselves justified in making any communica¬ 
tion to the Viceroy on the subject. 

From the information that has reached Her Majesty’s Government there is much 
reason to suppose that the presence of the Egyptian forces on the scene, or even in the 
neighbourhood of the English operations, has a tendency to indispose the tribes not 
depending on King Theodore, and those in revolt against him, and to induce them to 
apprehend attempts, notwithstanding the disavowal of Her Majesty’s Government, to alter 
the general state of affairs in Abyssinia. Such an impression would unquestionably add 
very' much to the difficulties with which the British expedition has to contend by tending 
to make lukewarm in its course the population of the country' through which it is moving, 
even if it did not divert them into enemies. 

But, besides this, looking to the difficulty which may be experienced in procuring 
supplies in the districts through which the British force is moving, on account of the 
limited resources of the country, the neighbourhood of a large Egyptian force, equally 
drawing a portion at least of its supplies from the same districts, must jwove a source of 
great inconvenience and embarrassment, and can scarcely fail to cripple the expeditionary 


army. 

Her Majesty’s Government think it best, therefore, at once to state to the Viceroy 
how matters stand, and they cannot doubt that he will fully appreciate the grounds on 
which you are instructed to request him to withdraw at least a certain portion of the 
Egyptian force from the neighbourhood of Massowah, which he can do without any 
apprehension for the safety of his own territory, inasmuch as the movements of the 
British expedition will find sufficient employment for the forces of which King Theodore 
can dispose, and will leave him no means for attacking the Egy ptian territory. 

You will, of course, make the Viceroy clearly understand that the request which you 
arc instructed to prefer is not based on any doubt as to the intentions of His Highness. 
Her Majesty’s Government place the fullest reliance on his sincerity and goodwill, and 
they can give no better proof that they do so than by instructing you frankly and 
unreservedly to lay before him their request and the grounds on which they prefer it. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 1229. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 3, 1868. 

WITn reference to your letter of the 21th ultimo, I am directed by Lord Stanley 
to transmit to you, for the information of Secretary Sir S. Norhcote, the accompanying 
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copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Amlxuwador at Paris,* reporting the steps he has 
taken to obtain a copy of M. Gilbert's Abyssinian Journal. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1230. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, ^ Foreign Office, January 3, 1868. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 31st ultimo, inclosing an extract of a letter 
from Colonel Mere wet her, respecting the military demonstrations made by the Egyptian 
Government in Abyssinia, I am directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for India, a copy of a despatch which his Lordship 
has addressed to Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt upon this subject.t 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1231. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley.—(Received January 4, 1868.) 

My Lord, Camp, Senafe, December 9, 1867. 

I REGRET to find, that throne 1 ; inadvertence, your Lordship’s despatch of the 
19tli August, has remained unacknowledged by me up to the present time. 

Since the receipt of it, 1 have only forwarded despatches, giving reports of 
procedure, to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, lielicving that to be the course 
your liordship would desire, and tliat copies would Ik* supplied from that office, This 
would prevent the delay which otherwise might occur from the very limited clerical 
establishment now at my disposal. 

In conclusion, I would l>eg to express my most sincere and respectful gratitude for 
the manner in which your Lordship 1ms been pleased to notice the efforts adopted to 
bring the subject intrusted to me to the desired conclusion. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Minute. 

I think he may Ik? told that n single copy sent to India Office is enough. He 
cannot be expected to have a stair of clerks in Abyssinia. 

8 . 


No. 1232. 

Lord Lyons to Lord Stanley.—(Received January 6.) 

(No. 4. Commercial.) 

My Lord, Paris, January 5, 1868. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 26th ultimo (Commercial 
No. 14), and to my des]>atchc8 of the 31st ultimo and the 3rd instant (Commercial 
No. 27 and No. 3),} 1 have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a Memo¬ 
randum with which the Minister for Foreign Affairs lias sent to me a copy of the 
Report on Abyssinia, made by M. Gilliert, formerly French Vice-Consul at Ma ssowah. 

The Minister points out that the Report contains only general information* I send 
to your Lordship the copy which I have received from the Minister. I have not thought 
it necessary to keep a copy at this Embassy. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) LYONS. 


• No. 1225. 


t No. 1228. 


t No*. 1205, 1225. 
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India Office. 
Thanks. 


Inclosure in No. 1232. 

Memorandum. 

SON Excellence l’Ambassadeur d’Angleterre a bien voulu expriraer k M. le Marquis 
de Moustier le d&ir d'avoir communication d'un travail sur i’Abyssinie de M. Gilbert, 
ancien Vice-Consul de France & Massowah. 

Le Ministry des Affaires Etrangfcres, pour ddfdrer k la demande de son Excellence 
Lord Lyons, a l’honneur dc lui transmettre ci-joint une copie de ce document, en lui faisant 
observer toutefois qu’il ne renferme que des indications generates. 

Paris, Is 4 Janvisr , 1868. 


No. 1233. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 8, 1868. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 21th ultimo, I am directed by Lord Stanley 
to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretary of State for India in Council, a copy 
of a note from the French Minister for Foreign Affairs,* communicating a copy of the 
Report on Abyssinia made by M. Gilbert, formerly French Vice-Consul at Massowah. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1231. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received January 8.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, January 8, 1868. 

I AM directed by Sir S. Northcote to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 3rd instant, with inclosed copy of a communication addressed by Lord Stanley 
to Her Majesty's Consul-General in Egypt, respiting the movements of Egyptian 
troops to the frontier of Abyssinia; and, in reply, am to state that Sir S. Northcote 
entirely concurs in the tenor of the communication in question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 




No. 1235. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received January 8, 3 P.U.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, January 8, 1868, 11*50 a.m. 

DIRECTOR-GENERAL of Soudan telegraph informs me that there are about 
900 miles of telegraph wire, with other materials, ready at Souakin. Cannot give 
definite information as to number of wooden posts available there. Would suggest 
employment of iron posts, 6,000 of which are in store at Alexandria. 


India Office. 


Minute. 


Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 


Foreign Office , January 8, 1868. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 1st instant, I am directed by Lord 
Stanley to transmit to you, for the information of the Secretary of State for India, 
a copy of a telegram from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt, regarding the 
material for constructing a line of telegraph, which is available at Souakin and 
Alexandria. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 1237. 

Mr. Murray to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 8, 1868. 

WITH reference to your despatch of the 9th ultimo, 1 am directed by Lord 
Stanley to state to you that, as he always sin's the reports of your proceedings, which 
you send to the India Office, it will be quite unnecessary for you to take the trouble 
of sending duplicate copies to this office. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 
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No. 1238. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received January 27.) 

(No. 5.) 

My Lord, 0airo y January 16, 1868. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 12th instant, of your 
Lordship's despatch No. 2 of the 3rd of January, instructing me to make oertain 
representations to the Viceroy on the subject of the inconvenience and embarrassment 
which the presence of the Egyptian forces in the neighbourhood of the English operations 
in Abyssinia was likely to create for the expeditionary army, and I have the honour to 
report to your Lordship that, in obedience to these instructions, I immediately waited on 
the Viceroy and stated to His Highness the purport of my visit. 

I explained to His Highness that Her Majesty’s Government had reason to 8Up|X>se 
that the presence of the unusually large Egyptian force actually at Massowah or in the 
immediate neighbourhood, had a tendency to indispose the tribes, not depending on 
King Theodore and those in revolt against him, from rendering such assistance to Her 
Majesty's troops as might otherwise be expected from them, even if it did not convert 
them into enemies, from the apprehension that attempts might be made to alter the 
general state of affairs in Abyssinia. 

I also stated to His Highness that, in addition to these reasons, the neighbourhood 
of a large Egyptian force could not fail to prove a source of great inconvenience ami 
embarrassment to Her Majesty’s troops, considering the difficulty which may be 
experienced in procuring supplies in the districts through which the Hritish force is 
moving and from which the Egy ptian troops are equally drawing a portion at least of their 
supplies, and that under these circumstances I was instructed by your Lordship to request 
His Highness to withdraw at least a certain portion of his troops from the neighbourhood 
»f Massowah which, I added, could be done without any apprehension for the safety of 
His Highness’s own territory. 

1 also explained that the request that I was instructed to prefer was not based on any 
doubt as to the intentions of His Highness; that, on the contrary, Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment place the fullest reliance on his sincerity and good-will, and that by instructing me 
to lay this request frankly and unreservedly before him as well as the grounds on which it 
is preferred they gave the best proof of this reliance. 

His Highness, in reply, assured me most positively that the number of Egyptian 
troops reported to have been sent towards the Abyssinian frontier had been greatly 
exaggerated, that in reality he hud only increased the force in the Soudan by about 
1,200 men, and that the present garrison of Massowah consisted only of about 1,500 men 
which he did not consider excessive; but upon my again insisting that any increase to his 
garrison there at this moment would naturally give rise to exaggerated rumours in 
Abyssinia itself and tend to the belief amongst the natives of that country that His 
Highness was acting as our ally—a belief that might seriously affect our operations from 
the known hostility of the Abyssinians to the Egyptians; the Viceroy assured me he 
would, to prove his good-will towards Her Majesty’s Government, immediately send orders 
to Massowah to withdraw one battalion from the garrison. 

His Highness also desired me to assure your Lordship that he was sincerely sensible 
of the good opinion of Her Majesty’s Government and of the manner in which your 
Lordship had expressed this opinion. 

I beg also to state to your Lordship that since this interview with the Viceroy I have 
myself visited Suez and there endeavoured to ascertain exactly the number of Egyptian 
troops that had been embarked for Massowah or Souakin, and from the best information 
1 can collect there I have every reason to believe that instead of 10 ,000 men having 
been sent ns was reported the actual number embarked could not have exceeded 3,000 
men. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 















APPENDIX. 






Correspondence respecting the Discovery of Coal Fields in 

Abyssinia: 1863—1867. 


No. 1. 

Dr. Davis to the Earl of Clarendon. 

My Lord, 34, Fondacrio 8. Spirit 0, Florence, January 16, 1863. 

I HAVE just obtained information which may prove of material interest to some 
of our Colonies, and cannot therefore fail to interest your Lordship. 

A gentleman who now holds a very important post in this country, and who was 
recently employed hv a foreign Government to aeeomjmny a secret mission to Abyssinia, 
informs me of the existence of a coal mine at a short distance from Aden, lie did not 
examine the mine himself, for the Arabs, actuated by fear of future troubles, carefully 
keep strangers from it. He, however, succeeded in inducing a native to procure him, 
for a pecuniary consideration, a specimen of the coal, and found it of au excellent 
quality, well adapt«*d for steam purposes. 

The gentleman who communicated to me these particulars is M illing to point out 
the locality, and leave the question of future reward to the generosity of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) N. DAVI8. 


Minute on No. 1 . 

The Earl of Clarendon to Earl Russell. 

My dear Russell, The Grove, Watford, January 21, 1863. 

I send the inclosed in case you should like to make further inquiry on the 
subject to which it relates. The writer is the man who made excavations at Carthage 
and sent some good mosaics to the British Museum, and is anxious to have a Vice- 
Consulate in Africa where he might dig again. 

If coal exists in the neighbourhood of Aden (about which it might be worth 
while to consult Murchison) it would be a great benefit to Red Sea navigators, and 
the French will soon have it if we do not. 

Youre, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 
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No. 2. 

Dr. Davis to Earl Russell. 

My Lord, 25, The Cedars, Putney, February 3, 1863. 

I UNDERSTAND that your Lordship has been made acquainted with the 
contents of a letter I recently addressed to the Earl of Clarendon. The subject to 
which that letter refers has now brought me to England; for certain circumstances 
have since come to my knowledge which, while they confirm the existence of coal in 
the indicated locality, make it m<#»t urgent tliat the fact be forthwith verified, and if 
the result prove satisfactory, to secure legal possession of the district in which the 
mine in situated. 

It is due to the gentleman to whom I am indebted for the information on this 
subject, that I mention to your Lordship who he n»ally is. llis name is Saj>eto, and 
he is the Professor of Oriental Languages at the University of Florence. lie spent 
nearly thirty years in Abyssinia, and the Italian Govern m • i- now on the point of 
publishing his res«*arches at their expense. Through the Italian Minister for Public 
Instruction, your Lordship can readily learn the opinion entertained of the character 
and abilities of Professor Sapeto; and the fact of his having been requested to accom¬ 
pany a French political Mission to Abyssinia, shows tliat the French Government was 
aware of his influence in that part of Africa. 

What Professor Sapeto proposes, through me, to Her Majesty's Government I 
fi*el sun* he will not fail to accomplish, and that proposal I am now prepared to 
submit to your Lordship. I have only to beg that your Lordship will have the 
goodness to fix an early time for the puq>ose, and that this communication, as well 
as that made through the Earl of Clarendon, will, for the present, hi* regarded as 
strictly confident ial, otherwise the success of the enterprize might be endangered. 

I liave, &c. 

(Signed) N. DAVIS. 


No. 3. 

Dr. Darns to Earl Russell. 

My Lord, 25, The Cedars , Putney, February 5. 1863. 

1 HAVE sufficient confidence in the judgment and discretion of Her Majesty’s 
Government fora moment to object to your Lordship’s communicating with the India 
Office and tin* Admiralty on the subject of the discovery to which this correspondence 
refers. Professor 8uj»eto desires tin* matter to lie kept secret, but that desire has 
special reference to the authorities and other Hritish residents in Aden and Egypt, as 
he feels jMirfectly sure that any action taken hy any Englishman in this affair will not 
only frustrate the enterprise hut will certainly tend to place another ]>arty, hostile to 
our Government, in possession of the object in view. 

W’hat 1 particularly desire to impress on ller Majesty’s Government is, that there 
is an urgent necessity of securing the legal right to the locality with as little delay as 
jM>ssjl>le. “ I wish England would act speedily,” says Professor Sapeto, in his written 
instructions to me previous to my departure from Florence ; “ for reasons of honour I 
am unable to say why [1 am so urgent] but let her act speedily, speedily.” 

I liave, &e. 

(3igned) N. DAVIS. 


Minutes. 

Earl Russell requests the Duke of Somerset and Sir C. "Wood to give him their 
opinions as to whether anything should be done in regard to the discovery of 
Professor Sapeto. 

The matter requires secresy. 

February 6, 1863. 


I cannot give any opinion on this, for I do not know much, and I question if any¬ 
body docs, of the geological character of the country near Aden. It is very unlikely 
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that such a discovery should have been made near Aden (I mean within thirty or forty 
miles of Aden) without our knowing it, and I do not see how we could meddle beyoud 
the immediate neighbourhood. The Araks don’t let people so much into the country ; 
and the story seems improbable. I will make all the inquiry I can in the course of the 
next two or three days. 

February 6, 1863. C. WOOD. 

It is difficult to inquire into the value of this reported discovery without 
endangering the secresy. 

The surface coal (if there is coal) is probably inferior, and to purchase or rent a 
district without having bon'd and ascertained the nature of the seam, would 1m* 
hazardous; the proceeding would excite the suspicion of France, which is seeking to 
make some establishment on the coast opposite to Aden, and if our coal proved to lie 
worthless or very costly to obtain, we should have excited this suspicion for nothing. 

I could send a confidential despatch to an officer in the lied Sea (Commander 
Dayman); he would ascertain the truth of the reports, hut his knowledge could ouly 
speak of the surface coal. 

We are paying an enormous price for coal at Adeu, aud the discovery (if the coal 
were good steaming coal) would be of great value. 

Admiralty February 6, 1863. SOME118ET. 


I do not see how we can go blindfold into this adventure. 

We must say tliat proper inquiries would put an end to the socresy, so wo must 
decline to interfere. 

RUSSELL. 


No. 4. 

Earl Russell to Dr. Davis. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 9, 1863. 

1 HAVE received your letters of the 3rd and 5th instant, respecting the 
supposed existence of coal in the neighbourhood of Aden. It would 1 m* impossible 
for Her Majesty’s Government to take any steps in such a matter, without being 
fullv assurt*d not only of the existence, but also of the value of, the supposed coal¬ 
field. Rut that assurance could not be obtained without proper inquiry, and inquiry 
would Ik; inconsistent w ith the* secrecy on w hich you insist, ller Majesty’s Government 
must therefore decline interfering iu the matter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 5. 

Dr. Davis to Earl Russell.—'(Received July 16.) 

My Lord, 25, The Cedars, Putney, July 14, 1863. 

THIS morning I returned to England from the Abyssinian coast, where I have 
been w ith Professor Sapeto to verify the reports respecting the existence of coal in that 
part of the world 

Our efforts have been partly successful, and I am now prepared to draw up a report 
of our proceedings, if your Lordship deems such a document necessary, or else I am 
at your Lordship’s commands to make a verbal communication to the same effect. 

I likewise beg to say that I wish to make certain proposals to Her Majesty’s 
Government relative to the same subject, which I feel certain will tend to ensure 
a perpetual right to the locality within which the coal is found. 

I liave, &c. 

(Signed) N. DAVI8. 


[73] 
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Minute. 

Mr. Davis. lie should write and make his proposals. 


R. 


No. 6. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Davu. 


Sir, Foreign Office , July 17, 1863. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
14th instant, and to inform you that whatever statements or proposals you may have 
to make to Majesty’s Government you should make in writing. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 7. 

Dr. Davis to Earl Russell.—(Received July 22.) 

My Lord, 25, The Cedars , Putney, July 21, 1863. 

WITH your Lordship’s permission, I will endeavour to give a concise narrative of 
the efforts that have been made with a view to obtain further particulars relative to the 
coal mine on the Abyssinian coast. 

Professor Sapeto and myself reached Aden on the 2nd of June, and on the same 
day I presented my letter of introduction to General Coghlan, the Political Resident of 
that colony. The General readily offered us a passage to the Abyssinian coast, and as 
the Professor considered it of importance to meet a former friend, a chief named 
Abohaker, the Governor of Zeylah, on whose assistance he had great reliance, it was 
resolved to visit that place first. 

On the morning of the 3rd we embarked on board the Government steamer 
“ Victoria,” where, besides General Coghlan and Mr. Rassam, the first Political 
Assistant, we found an Abyssinian named Doeni, the brother of the chief just named. 
This one happened to lie on business at Aden, and as the General thought that he 
might prove of service to us, he very kindly invited him to accompany us. Decni 
is the same person who was some time ago taken to Prance in a French vessel of 
war, and received such very marked attention from Ilis Imperial Majesty. Prompted 
by gratitude and other potent considerations, lie, on his return to his native country, 
at the s]H*cial request of the Emperor, purchased Ras Bir, or Obckh, for the French 
Government. 

No sooner did Doeni see Mr. Sapeto, tluin lie approached Mr. Rassam and observed, 
“ I know what this man has come for; lie lias come for the coal in our country.” 
Mr. Rassam then asked, “ Is there, then, coal in your country ?” ‘ I cannot tell,” the 

man replied, “ hut one of our liberated slaves brought him a bag of coal w hen he was in 
our country about three years ago.” 

To find the principal statement of Mr. Sapeto thus confirmed was very satisfactory, 
and my future inquiries eonvineed me that the slave referred to must have come to an 
untimely end for having revealed to a European what had all along been carefully 
concealed from every white stranger. I came to this conclusion on account of the 
contradictory answers I received to my questions as to whore the slave Boku was. 
Some told me he was dead: others that he had gone into the Interior; some stated 
that he was at Mocha ; whilst others, again, declared that he had gone on a pilgrimage 
to MiN’cn. 

We reached Zeylah on the 4th of June, and learnt that Alwdwkor was at Tajoura, 
for which place we now steered, and anchored on the* following morning off that town. 
Doeni having been sent on shore, returned soon after with his brother Abohaker, who 
informing the general that the Sultan himself was in the town, he resolved to pay 
his resjiects to His Majesty. On this visit, Mr. Sapeto and myself accompanied him. 
After the usual interchange of compliments, the general recommended us stronglv to 
the protection of the Sultan, as well as to Almhaker, and then returned on hoard the 
vessel, leaving us to make our own arrangements w ith them for the journey to Galailo 
Elhorn, the place where the coal mines arc said to be situated. 
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And here I beg to observe that it was on this day, the 5th of June, that I learnt 
for the first time the name of this place, the professor having kept me till then in 
ignorance of it. I would likewise notice that I am inclined to believe that the name 
is a corruption of the corrupt Arabic Galaila Eifhom, wrhich, rendered into English, 
signifies “ a lofty heap of coal.” 

Aliobaker took us to his house, and we opened the subject to him. To our utter 
amazement we learnt from him that, on account of existing hostilities Ix'tw’cen them 
and the people of Galaila, the Sultan of Tajoura could give us no safe-conduct. Our 
persuasions and entreaties were alike ineffective, lie even refused me a guide when 
I proposed to take the responsibility on myself, and visit Galaila (which is only 
eighteen milt's north-west of Tajoura) without au escort. “ Your death,” he answered, 
“ is sure to involve us in serious difficulties; and if we let you go, your death is 
certain.” 

Hating learnt that the district we were so anxious to visit has always l»oen kept 
from Europeans, and that travellers coming from the interior were invariably led by 
a circuitous route to Tajoura, lengthening thereby their march by nearly four days’ 
ournpy, I concluded that the report of war was n mere subterfuge, and that the real 
object was to conceal the coal mines from us, as they have l>een kept from others 
hitherto. Even the French Political Mission in 18(W), when within a few hours of 
Galaila Elhom, and consequently only a short distance from Tajoura, was conducted 
by its guides round by way of Rahaita, which prolonged the journey by nearly five 
days; and yet at that time the people of Galaila were not at war with their neighbours 
of Tajoura. It apjmared evident to me that the people were all along under the 
impression that the value and importance of coal might prove so attractive to Euro¬ 
peans as to induce them to take forcible possession of the country. 

On our return to the ship I made my rejiort to General Coghlan, who now did 
his utmost to induce Abohaker to comply with our request. The result of this was 
that the Chief convinced us of the existence of hostilities; hut we obtained from him 
a promise that lie would send off n messenger to the heads of tin* people of Gnlailn, 
begging them to receive us hospitably, offering them presents if they complied with 
this request. The messenger was dispatched, and we now steered into port Kolmt 
Kliaraah, a British possession, returning the same evening to our anchorage off Tajoura, 
to await the reply. 

The following morning, to our great surprise, a French vessel of war, the 
“ Curieux,” which we had left at Suez, entered the hnrlwmr of Tajoura, and anchored 
at a short distance from us. Professor Sapeto had told me before we left Europe, 
that he felt certain that the French would bo after us to watch our movements, 
and hence his anxiety (which 1 expressed to your Lordship) that Her Majesty’s 
Government should take up the subject with promptness. We, however, learnt during 
the day, that that vessel came to Tajoura on a totally different ntlair (of which, 
however, I have my doubt), while the authorities of the place solemnly promised 
not to divulge our business to the French, and in their promise the General has every 
confidence. 

In the course of the same day, Abobaker’s messenger returned with an unfavour¬ 
able answer. The .Sultan’s own son came on board, and assured Hie General, in the 
name of Ids father, that 11 is Majesty would make every possible concession to the 
enemy with a view to si'curing jieaoo, so that if we returned in two or three months 
not only would the road l>e clear for us, but lie himself would, in all respects, assist 
us to obtain our object. 

The Sultan ap]>ears to have come to this resolution from consideration of a prospect 
of gain which the development of the hitherto dormant n*wmrco of the country would 
yirld. General Coghlan impressed this particularly on the minds of the Chiefs, telling 
them that the men who now led an idle life would find an abundance of employment, 
and what had hitherto lieen perfectly useless to them would prove a source of great 
wealth to the country. 

The Chiefs of Tajoura, convinced thatwc are aware of the existence of coal in their 
country, and seeing that it was now useless to conceal the fact longer from us, assured 
us that they would embrace the first opj»ortunity to procure a plentiful supply of 
specimens, which they promised to send to the Resident of Aden. 

There was still a chance, but only a Imre change, that we might find our way to 
Galaila by way of Rahaita. After mature deliberation it was resolved to make the 
attempt. We therefore sailed for that place, calling on our way at Pcrim for supplies. 

T had an interview with the Sultan of Rahaita, and found that he, too, was at war 
with his neighbours of Galaila, aud no persuasion could induce him to furnish me with 
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sufficient protection. We had, therefore, to abandon the hope of then penetrating into 
the interior, and found ourselves compelled to defer securing more positive information 
to a future period. We left for Europe, convinced that there is coal in the locality 
indicated by Mr. Sapeto. 

The suggestion I would now venture to make to Her Majesty’s Government is 
this: I think that it would be advisable that a qualified person should at once be sent 
to Tajoura, authorised to treat with the different Sultans and other chiefs in the district 
within which the coal mines are found, as well as with those bordering on the same. 
By judicious and conciliatory measures he might contribute much towards bringing 
about a speedy peace, and by means of a moderate share of judgment he might secure 
an advantageous compact or Treaty which would give to Her Majesty's Government a 
perpetual and exclusive right to these mines. But it is of the utmost importance that 
the person authorised to effect this should act in concert with the Resident of Aden. 
If Her Majesty’s Government adopt this suggestion, I feel certain that they will, ere 
long, have a right to these mines; hut if time is lost and the present opportunity 
neglected, it ought to Ik* remembered tliat Obukh, which now belongs to France, is 
only a very few miles from Galiala Elhom, as may be readily seen by a simple reference 
to the accompanying chart. 

Trusting your Lordship will have the goodness to favour me with a speedy reply 
as to the views of Iter Majesty’s Government, and hoping, likewise that your Lordship 
will seethe reasonableness of not leaving the weight of expenditure incurred to fall on 
me, since (whatever my personal prosj>ects in relation to the enterprise may be) it is 
undoubtedly of a national interest. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. DAVIS. 


Minutes. 

I presume this may l>e referred to the India Office, and that the writer may lie 
told that lie should put himself into communication with that. Office. 

July 22, 1803. J. MURRAY. 


Refer to India Office, and request them to communicate w ith Admiralty. 

RUSSELL. 


No. 8. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received July 25.) 

Sir, India Office, July 24, 1863. 

I AM directed by Sir Charles Wood to forward to you, for the information of 
Karl Russell, copy of a report received from Brigadier W. M. Coghlan, Her Majesty’s 
Political Resident at Aden, relative to the proceedings which have been taken, 
consequent on the arrival of Dr. Davis and Professor Sapeto at Aden, with the object 
of exploring certain coal-fields in the neighbourhood. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


Minute. 


I think further prosecution of these inquiries 
at Aden. 


should be left to Political Resident 

R. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 8. 

Mqjor- General Coghlan to Sir Charles Wood , Bart. 

Right Hon. Sir, Aden, June 15, 1863. 

I HAD the honour, on the 2nd instant, to receive your letter of the 17th March, 
introducing Dr. Davis and Professor Sapeto, the gentlemen engaged in exploring the 
alleged coal-fields of this neighbourhood; and I immediately proceeded to give effect 
to your command, in the manner related in my Report of the 13th instant, to the 
Government at Bombay, copy of wliieh is herewith inclosed. 

I Iiavc, &c. 

(Signed) W. M. COGHLAN. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 8. 

Brigadier \V. M. Coghlan to (he Chief Secretary to Government , Bombay. 

Sir, Aden, June 13, 1863. 

ON the 2nd instant I received from the Right Honourable Sir Charles Wood, 
a letter informing me that the bearer of it. Dr. Davis, and Professor SajHjto, were 
proceeding to Aden with a view to the discovery of coal in the neighbourhood, 
and requesting me to afford any facilities in my power in furtherance of that object. 

2. No time was lost in carrying out the Secretary of State’s instructions. On the 
3rd instant I proceeded to the African coast, accompanied by Dr. Davis ami the 
Professor, calling first at Zeylah, for the purpose of obtaining the assistance of 
Boo Bukr, the Chief of tliat ]x>rt. He, however, was absent, we therefore went on to 
Tajourra, where we found him. 

3. The discovery of the alleged coal-fields was reports! about thr<y? years ago by 
Professor Sapeto, an Italian, who served with the French Mission to Abyssinia, under 
Captain Russell, in 1839-00. This Sapeto, previously known to me by name, ns a 
Priest, hail travelled and reside! during many years in tliat country, and it is probable 
his acquaintance with it exceeds that of any European; he informs me tliat Burton 
was not the first to visit Hurreer in 1851 (ride “ First Footsteps in Eastern Africa ”), he 
himself having reached that city in 1810, in company with M. Rochet, and that 
even their visit had been anticipated by a Spanish traveller, Fernandez, more than a 
century Indore. 

1. With respect to the eoal. Professor Sapeto firat heard of it in 1838, hut obtained 
no sample till 1860, when lie was with the French Mission. He then, by means of a 
liberated slave pnxmred a saek full, which was earned to Europe, and there, both iu 
Italy and in England, was pronouneed equal in quality to our best English coal. The 
place whence it was brought was a secret known only to the Professor, who refused to 
impart it even to his Chief, the Capitaine Roussel. 

5. The existence of this coal-field having l>een made known to the Italian and to 
the British Governments, it is now contemplated to acquire possession of it for them, 
and these two gentlemen. Dr. Davis and Professor Sapeto, are sent out to make the 
necessary preliminary exploration, and if possible, to purchase t J e ground. 

6. The position of the coal-field is described as at a distance of six hours, probably 
twenty miles north-cast from Tajoura, in the country known as Gulaihv. The lYofessor 
believes that the mountain of that name is only the eastern extremity of a range which 
will Ik* found to contain other coal-fields, and in answer to my objection that the 
volcanic formation would discourage that expectation, he replies that the volcanic docs 
not extend so lar inland as Gulailee. 

7. But apart from speculation on the subject, the main <>l>jf>t*t was to enable the 
explorers to visit the Locality, and form their own judgment of its capabilities; for 
tliis purpose l introduced and commended them to the Sultan of Tajourra, as well ;ut 
to Boo Bukr of Zeylah (w ho had previous acquaintance with Professor Sapeto) and 1 
requested that they might be received as British subjects, and forwarded with the 
requisite pivcautions to Gulailee. 

8. 1 was not unprepared for the difficulties now presented. The Dan kali Chief, 
Mahomed iianfila, of the Modaitu tribe, who commands the country bordering on 
Gulailee, is at feud with the tribes of Tajourra, mid the intermediate neighbourhood, 
and any attempt to enter the country in the present state of their relations with each 
other would certainly lead to the disappointment possibly to complications which 

[73] U 1 
















950 


mi^ht embarrass our future proceeding; no reliable safe conduct can be obtained. 
It la therefore impossible to penetrate from that point of the coast. 

9. This is a severe disappointment to Dr. Davis and his companion, who came 
from Europe solely on this business in the expectation, so confidently encouraged by 
Professor 8apeto, that they would find it easy to land, to equip themselves, and to 
proceed direct to Gulailee. 

10. One hope yet remained with them. It was bandy possible that an entrance 
might Ik* effected from Ruheita; we proceeded thither accordingly, and encountered 
exactly the same difficulties as at Tajouna. The Chief expressed his willingness to 
accompany and protect our party to the desired spot, but not now. lie enlarged on 
the advantage to lx; expected from the discovery, and promised that if, as is probable, 
peace should lx» concluded amongst the trilxn within the next two months he will then 
guide us in safety to the spot, but in the present state of parties it is impossible 
to do so. 

11. The experience which I jKissess of these jieople teaches me that our object is 
not to lx; attained by force, and 1 believe that Iler Majesty’s Government does not 
desire its acquisition by such means. Dr. Davis and Professor Sapeto are in accord 
with me in opinion that tin* preliminary arrangements should lx* left to the Political 
Resident at Aden. They therefore return to Europe by next mail, prepared to resume 
their deferred operations whenever they may lx* called on. 

12. in the meanwhile I have made arrangements to procure from Gulailee, by 
confidential agents, a sample of the coal to lx* found there. By the time that is 
received 1 have reason to lxdieve the road will lx* open from Tajourm, when the 
Resident from Aden, or one of his Assistants, with some qualified ix*rs«n, may proceed 
to tin* spot, make an accurate report of it in particular, and of the geological 
formation of the country general Is ; and should the existing expectation lx* fulfilled, 
secure a large concession from the trilx* to which the country belongs, as well as the 
necessary privileges of transit and shipment from other parties concerned. 

Iff. All this may, 1 think, with prudence he accomplished without offence or 
injury to any. The first and obvious step is to ascertain tin* existence of coal in 
(pmntity, and of quality, to justify further proceedings. It is much to lx* regretted 
that Dr. Davis and Professor Sapeto, who are so deeply interested in tin* result, should 
lx* foiled in their first effort, but 1 trust their success is only deferred, and that with 
the assistance which my successor will undoubtedly afford, they may ultimately reap 
tin* reward of their labour. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. M. COG ULAN. 


No. 9. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merit ale. 

Sir, Foreign Office. July 25, 1863. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a letter 
from the Rev. N. Davis,* respecting certain coul mines on the coast ot Abyssinia, and I 
am to request that you will suggest to Secretary Mr C. Wood, whether it would not be 
advisable that the India Office should communicate with the Admiralty on the subject. 

I am to add that Mr. Davis has been recommended to place himself in communication 
with the India Office. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) * JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 10. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Davis. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 25, 1863. 

1 AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
t21st instant, respecting certain coal mines ou the coast of Abyssinia, and I am to suggest 
hat you should place yourself in communication on the subject with the India Office, to 
which Department his Lordship will refer your letter. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 7 (Appendix). 
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No. 11. 

Dr. Davis to Mr. Layard.—(Received July 30.) 

(Private.) 

8ir, 25, The Cedars, Putney , July 30, 1863. 

THIS morning I had a note from Sir Charles Wood, from which it appears that mv 
Report relative to the Abyssinian Coal Mines has not yet been transmitted to the India 
Office. As this delay retards Sir Charles Wood’s decision, you will greatly oblige me by 
having that document forwarded to the Department to which it belongs as speedily as 
possible. 

__ I am, &c. 

(Signed) N. DAVIS. 


It was sent on the 25th. 


Minute. 


No. 12. 

Mr. Layard to Dr. Davis. 


Foreign Office , July 31, 1863. 

MR. LAYARD presents his compliments to Mr. Davis, and in reply to his letter of 
the 30th instant, begs to inform him that Mr. Davis's Report on the coal mines on the 
coast of Abyssinia, was referred from the Foreign Office to the India Office on the 
25th instant. 


No. Iff. 


Mr. Melvill to Mr. Hammowl.—(Received August 28.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, India Office, August 28, 1863. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Charles Wood to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 25tb July, respecting the coal mines said to exist on the coast of Abyssinia : 
and to state in reply that Sir Charles Wood is not aware what advantage would be 
attained by communicating with the Admiralty concerning it. No additional information 
appears to have been acquired, and Sir Charles Wood very much doubts the existence of 
coal mines in the specified locality. With regard to any attempt to acquire exclusive 
possession of coal mines, if they exist, within so short a distance of a French Settlement, 
he considers that it would be improper to venture the attempt, and that if made it must 
necessarily fail. 

The Resident at Aden has, I atn to add, been instructed not to allow the subject to 
escape his notice; but it is not the desire of Sir Charles Wood that he should needlessly 
interfere with matters on the African Coast. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) J. COSMO MELVILL. 


No. 14. 

Mr. Farrer to Mr. Hammond.—(Received August 6.) 

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
Sir, Whitehall, August 4, 1864. 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, to 
transmit to you, to be laid before Earl Russel), the inclosed copy of a communication 
addressed to this Board by Dr. Charles Beke, on the subject of the discovery of coal 
fields in Abyssinia. 

I am to request that you will move Earl Russell to cause my Lords to be informed 
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to whom the territory containing the «cond baein mentioned by that gentleman, may be 
considered to belong. j have, &c. 

(Signed) T. H. FARRER. 


Minutes. 

W. have had Report* upon thi. coal field-Where are they ! And what i. known 

of the Sovereignty ? J. M. 

August 6, 1864. _____ 

We mieht send to the Board of Trade, in answer to their letter of the 4th instant, a 
copy of Mr Da.is letter of 14th July, adding that he has not replied to our request tha 

he should make in writing bis proposal about Abyssinian coal. Hertslet’s 

With regard to territorial jurisdiction, we might send an extract oi Mr. neraiec s 

ConfilntialXlrundum, of June 11th, 1«63, saymg that we can give no positive 
opinion upon the question of sovereignty. J. M. 

August 16, 1864. 

Approved. 

August 17. R* 


Inclosure in No. 14. 

Dr. Beke to Sir J. Emerson Tennent. 

Bekesbourne, July 8, 1864. 

S,f ’ r TT VVF the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Right Honour- 
1 able [ho S of S ^ll-fleliis of considerable extent are found to exist m 

tW ° ^lmone A is y aT“gn.at distance from Gondar, tl.o capital of tbc kingdom, it being 
situate in the valley of the River (lumg, aboutjen 

station (now broken up) of tin ‘ '. v«v»rdinir to the laU*st intelligence 

* Si Abyiudnia* King ’-V employing 150 men to dig the coal for 

| ZrmrttfrCcTS SOTJ be as reganls the development oj' tbe 

i 

able for the use of the maritime nations w hose ships l*j|U*-ut Ums^waters.^ ^ 

1 t H 

^N'lmvl^n^vr^mderstand, further, that a Report on the > suitedt ofttns 


communicate this information to Her Majesty's Government, if, indeed, the Report 
in question ever reached his hands. 

Of the coal from this second coal-field I possess a small sample, which shows it to 
be of excellent quality, quite fitted for the use of steam-vessels, and for all other 
industrial purposes. 

I am in expectation of shortly obtaining larger samples and additional particulars, 
and should have preferred awaiting their arrival before addressing the Board of Trade 
on the subject. But having heard on unquestionable authority that some persons who 
have become aware o** the existence of this coal (though I believe they do not posseas 
any definite information) talk of offering it to the respective Governments of England 
and France, and entering into arrangements with whichever of the two the best terms 
can be made with, I feel it to lie my duty to lose no time in making the present 
communication, in order that means may forthwith be adopted for securing to the 
British nation the benefit of this most valuable discovery. 

In doing so, l would take the liWrty of resjMK'tfully requesting that I may be 
informed to whom Her Miyesty’s Government considers the territory containing this 
second or eoa>t coal-basin to belong, with a view to the acquisition from the proper 
jiorties of the right to work the coal in an efficient manner, and briug it down to the 
sea-coast for the use of the Royal and mercantile navies of Great Britain, and for other 
purposes beneficial to the commerce of this country. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 15. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Farrer. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 22, 1864. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the reeeipt of your letter of the 
tth instant, inclosing a communication from Dr. Beke, relative to tin* discovery of 
coal fields in Abyssinia, and inquiring to whom the district in which that discovery 
has Wen made Wlongs. 

With reference to the discovery in question, I am to state to you that Lord Russell 
has already received from a Mr. Davis a letter, of which a copy is annexed,* and in 
which he oilers information on this subject; but, although asked to send it, no further 
communication has as yet Wen received from that gentleman Waring upon this point. 

With reference to the question of territorial jurisdiction over tin* coal basin, I am 
to state to you that the only information in this department on the subject is recorded 
in tlie accompanying extract of a Confidential Memorandum drawn up hv the Librarian 
of this oflice.f 

l am to add that Lord Russell can give no positive opinion upon tin* question of 
Sovereignty. 

1 am, &e. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 10. 

Professor Supeto to Earl Russell. —( Received October 24.) 

Excellence, I, Piazza Ste. Stefaao, Florence, le 18 Octobre , 1864. 

JE viens d'etre inform^ par unc correspondance de Londrcs, que votre Scigncurie 
aurait inaniteste a quelqu'un que Mr. Davis et moi.il y a environ dix-huit mois, avions park* 
d’une mine de charbun de terre existent en Abyssinie, inais que depuis d'autres sc prisen- 
terent reelamant une recompense pour la d&ouverte que moi soul ai luite et manilestde au 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesty la Rciue d’Anglcterre. 

Je ne puis croire a la veraeite de cette assertion: Votre Excellence sait, mieux que 
persoune, que vers le commencement de l’annec 1863, Mr. Davis et moi traitions avec le 
Gouvernement Anglais pour acquerir le terrain charbomf&re; Lord Clarendon, le Ministre 
de la Marine, et votre Seigueune pouvez done temoigner de nos demarches a ee sujet pr£s 
du Gouvernement. 

Au mois de Mai 1803 je partam avec Mr. Davis pour l’Abyssinie, et l’Angleterre nous 
fournissait les moyens de transport sui le*> bateaux de ia Compagnie Peninsulaire, et nous 

* No. 7 (Appendix). f No. 820, Part I. 
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donnait des lettres de recoromandation pour ses Agents. Le General Coghlan, alors 
Gouvcrneur d’Aden, mit k ma disposition un paquebotdu Gouvernement, et eut l’obligeance 
de m’accotnpagner lui-rn*me gur le littoral d’Afrique pour nous faciliter l’eotrde dans le 
jmyB, oil nous voulions acheter la localite charbonifere; la guerre des tribus nous empecha 
de pdn&rer sans obstacles dans ce pays, que nous n'aurions cependant pas abandonee 
sans chercher k obtcnir notre but, si le G*n*ral Coghlan ne nous eut promis que nous jr 
scrions retoumds, la guerre termin*e, avec l’aide du Gouvernement Britannique. M. le 
General Coghlan petit tlmoigner non sculemcnt de la v*rit* de eette relation, mais encore 
que je suis le ieul qui ai d*couvert et manifest* au Gouvernement AnglaiB 1’existence du 
charbon de terra sur ces parages. 

La correspondance que nous entretenons toujours avec le Miniature de l’Amiraut* est 
pour moi et Mr. Davis une garantie que nos droits sur cette d*couvertc, qui m’a cout* tant 
de dlpensea et de peincs infinite, ne sont pas meconnus. 

II me parait done impossible que votre Excellence ait pu parler de concurrents, 
qui ne peuvent exister, ou ne sauraient *tre que des iinposteurs. 

Votre Excellence daignera m'excuaer de lui avoir communique une assertion rapport*e 
dans cette correspondance de Londret, que je crois fermement impossible de sa part, et 
celu en vue des sacrifices de toute es|>*ce que nua cout* cette d*couverte, esperant fertne- 
ment que la revelation que j’en ai faite au Gouvernement Anglais me sera la source d’un 
bel avenir et d’une juste renommie, ce dont je ne saurais douter, lc resultat en *tant confix 
a la g6n6roe\t6 des nobles personnages qui font part du Conseil de la Couronne d’Angleterre. 

Persuade dc la bont* de votre Seigneurie, j’osc esp*ier qu’elle daignera me r^pondre 
pour ddtruire tout malentendu soulev* par cette malencoutreuse corrcspondance. 

Votre Seigneurie voudra agrder, &c. 

(Sign*) JOSEPH SAPETO, 

Professeur de I'Arabe d Flnslitul Royal. 


Minute. 

Answer: Have not yet received any proposals from .Mr. Davis. 


J. M. 


No. 17. 

Mr. Murray lo Professor Sapeto. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 9, 1864. 

I AM directed by Earl Bussell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
18th ultimo, ami to state to you in reply, that Mr. Davis addressed a letter to this 
department on the 11th of January, lHflil, stating that, in company with you he had 
visited the coast of Abyssinia to verify the reports of the existence of coal beds there, 
and that he was prepared to make certain pro[»osals to Her Majesty’s Government on 
the subject. 

No such proposals, however, have as vet been received at this office from Mr. Davis, 
to whom 1 am to refer you for any information which you may lx* desirous of obtaining. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 18. 

Dr. Davis to Earl Russell.—(Received December 1.) 

My, Lord, 37, Fondaccio S. Nicolo, Florence , November 21, 1864. 

PROFESSOR SAPETO has favoured me with n copy of a letter your Lordship 
addressed to him under date of the 9th instant. 

The statement therein contained is evidently 1 wised on a mistake, and I therefore 
take the liberty to furnish your I»rdship with the accompanying copies of two letters 
which will undoubtedly tend to remove that mistake. I likew ise beg to remind your 
Lordship of our more recent correspondence, and of the interview 1 had with your 
Lordship on the subject of the discovery of the coal fields on the Abyssinian coast. 
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which I had the honour to bring before the notice of Her Majesty’s Government, under 
the promise of the strictest secrecy. I do this not merely with a view to secure my 
personal interest in the discovery, but to be able to prove to the Italian authorities, and 
to my Italian friends, that I have acted an honourable part, and have not neglected my 
duty. To explain this sentence I must inform your Lordship that Professor Sapeto, 
prompted by patriotic motives, lias ceded his interests in the discovery to the Italian 
Government. 

I have, <fcc. 

(Signed) N. DAVIS. 


Minutes. 

The mistake arose from the correspondence on the subject haring been managed 
in two departments, the Turkish and Consular. Mr. Davis’s letter of July 14th, 1863,• 
is entered in the Consular Department, his letter of July 21st, 1863,+ in continuation of 
it, is entered in the Turkish Department. The annexed memorandum (upon which the 
draft to Professor 8apeto was written) is therefore correct only so far as the corre¬ 
spondence in ihe Consular Department is concerned. 

F. O., December l, 1864. 


Memorandum. 

Mr. Davis wrote (July 11, 1863) to say that he and Professor Sapeto lmd visited 
the coast of Abyssinia to verify the reports of the existence of coal l>eds there, and that 
he was prepared to make certain proposals to Her Majesty’s Government on the 
subject. He was requested to put his proposals in writing, but lias not yet done so. 

In August of this year a letter reached the Foreign Office, through the Board of 
Trade, from Dr. Beke, in which lie descrilxxl the exact locality and nature of the coal 
beds, and alluded to the claims of other parties to their discovery. Bee passage marked 
in his letter 

In forwarding this letter the Board of Trade raised a question as to the territorial 
sovereignty over the coal basin, which was answered by referring them (August 22mi) + to 
Mr. Hertslet’s Memorandum, which is annexed. 

F. O., October 26, 1864. 


Mr. Lay an i has seen Mr. Davis, who is going to give further information ; in the 
meantime nothing need Ik* done in the matter. 

February 14, 1865. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 18. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Davis, July 25, 1863. 
[See No. 10.] 


Inclosure 2 in No. 18. 

Mr. Layard to Dr. Davis, July 31, 1863. 
[See No. 11.] 


No. 19. 

Dr. Davis to Mr. Layard.—(Received January 18.) 

25, The Cedars , Putney, January 17, 1865. 

1 AM very anxious to sec you for a few minutes about my Abyssinian discovery, 
and shall feel greatly obliged to you if you will let me know when and where it will be 
convenient for you to receive me. 

Believe me, &c. 

(8igned) N. DAVIS. 


No. 5 (Appendix.) 
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No. 20. 

Dr. Davis to Mr La yard.—Received February 3.) 

Dear Sir, 25, The Cedars , Putney, February 2, 1865. 

I UNDERSTAND that you have returned to town and therefore repeat the request 
i made in my hurt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) N. DAVI8. 


Monday next at 3. 


Minute. 

A. fl. L. 


No. 21. 

Dr. Davis to Earl Russell.—(Received February 16.) 

My Lord, 25, The Cedars, Putney , February 15, 1865. 

I RECENTLY returned to this country expressly in order to ascertain the precise 
position of the efforts which have been made by the Foreign and India Offices regarding 
the discovery of coal on the shores of the Red »Soa, which discovery l had the honour to 
bring before the notice of Her Majesty’s Government. The particulars of this, and the 
steps which have Ixjen taken with a view to secure the assurance of the existence of 
coal-fields iu the localities indicated, are detailed in the lengthy corresjMjndence which 
1 have had with three public DcjiartmentA; and in the Report which 1 drew up after 
my return from the Abyssinian coast, and which was acknowledged hy the Foreign and 
India Offices under date of the 25th of July and tin* 3rd August, 1803.* 

It now ttpjjears, that through the efforts of 11»»r Majesty’s Government, samples of 
those coals have reached this country, which have been pronounced hy very competent 
authority, to be of an excellent quality ; and what remains to he achieved, is to secure 
an exclusive and permanent right to the territory within which those coal-fields are 
found. 

From my interview with the Sultans of Tajoura and Rahaita, and from my inter¬ 
course with the other Chiefs of that part of Abyssinia, I have no hesitation iu asserting, 
with confidence, that this can l>e accomplished, while, at flu* same time, another 
important object., in which the Foreign Office is deeply interested, might be secured. 
To this I now take the lilierty to direct your Lordship's attention. 

Professor Hapcto, who is associated with me in the coal discovery, resided many 
years in Abyssinia, and speaks the Amharic, and the other language**"of the country, 
with perfect fluency, would, 1 feel certain, readily start again for the Abyssinia coast, 
and, with little difficulty, aud at no great expense, secure the right to the coal-fields, 
from the Sultans and Chiefs within whose dominions they are situated. 

Once in that neighliourhood I am confident my friend would not hesitate to join 
any mission authorized hy Her Majesty’s Government to proceed to Gondar, with a 
view to liberate the British subjects now* in confinement in that capital. 

Professor Supeto accompanied a Political Mission sent to Abyssinia hy the Emperor 
of the French, he being |>ersonal}y know n to King Theodore, having, during the time 
that Sovereign was struggling for power, rendered him a most important service. No 
one is better acquainted with the causes which have produced the hostile feelings by 
which the King of Abyssinia is now actuated; and no one is more familiar with the 
intrigues which have been set on foot in that country, with a view to counteract and 
frustrate British influence, than Mr. bajs-to. The Professor Is jiersonally known to 
Sir William Coghlan, and, i feel sure, the General will readily corroborate the substance 
of my statement. 

Should, however, tin* acquisition of the al>ove-mentinned land In* incomjiatiblc with 
the views of Her Majesty’s Government, then I would respectfully suggest that 
assistance be given to us to secure those coal-fit Ids, so that the discovery might be 
utilized by means of private enterprise. By this plan the Government would denve all 
desirable advantages from this important discovery, while my friend and myself would 
meet with the reward to which two y ears’ anxiety, toil, and expense entitie us. But 


• No. 10 (Appendix). 
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this plan can only be adopted when we have the assurance of the support and protec¬ 
tion of Her Majesty’s Government, and that assurance, I sincerely trust, will be readily 
granted. 

I Iiave, Ac. 

(Signed) N. DAVIS. 

I have sent a similar communication to the India Office. 

N. D. 


Minutes. 

This matter has no interest for this Office, which is not concerned in procuring 
coal for the public service; but as the Board of Trade asked for information on the 
subject, we might refer this letter to them, and inform Mr. Davis. 


Consult India Office. 


A. II. L. 


Board of Trade; and answ er. 

R. 


No. 22. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Davis. 

• 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 27, 1865. 

I AM dim 1 ted by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
15th instant U]»n the subject of the coal fields in Abyssinia; and I am to inform you 
that his Lordship has communicated your letter to the Board of Trade, and has written 
to Secretary Sir C. Wood upon the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 23. 


Mr. Murray to Mr. Farm. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 28, 1865. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 22nd of August of last year, in answer to 
yours of the 4th of that month, inclosing a communication from Dr. Beko relative to 
the discovery of coal-fields in Abyssinia, I am directed by Earl Russell to transmit to 

J ou an extract of a further letter from Mr. Davis,* the gentleman referred to in my 
etter, making n further representation to this Office relative to the above subject. It 
w ill lx* seen there from that Mr. Davis has sent a similar communication to the India 
Office. 

The question of acting upon Mr. Davis’s letters, in so far as coal only is concerned, 
is scarcely one in which this Office can be said to be directly interested; but Lord 
Russell will of course be glad to afford any assistance in this matter which other 
departments of Her Majesty's Government may think desirable; aud I am to reouest 
that you will inform the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade 
accordingly. 

I inclose for their Lordships’ more complete information the Report referred to in 
Mr. Davis’s communication, and which has not yet been communicated to the Board 
of Trade. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


Minute. 

No answer has yet been received from India Office. 


II L 


173] 
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No. 24. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

Foreign Office, February 28, 1865. 

ir ’ MR N DAVIS the gentleman connected with the question of the discovery o 
c^al to Ahffi formed the subject of a correspondence 

T^irdshin that lie has “ sent a similar communication to the India )ni . 

T »u TJon oTacting upon Mr. Davis’s letters, in so far as coal onlyj. concerned, 
i, which thiOffioe .-an be said to be directly interred; tat I"* 

Hussell will of course be el ad to afford any assistance in tins matter which other 
departments of Her Majesty's Government may think desirable ; and I am to reques 

y<m MISSS foUHhat'hls c^mmun^'tion would be forwarded to the India 
Office and to the Board of Trade. j am ^ 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 

No. 25. 

Sir J. Emerson Tenant to Mr. Murray.-{Received March 11.) 

. Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade , 
Whitehall March 10, 1865. 

sssS 

SSSS*sErtAw sisgs— 

(Signed) J. EMERSON TENNENT. 


Minute. 

No answer has yet been received from the India Office. 


A. L. C. 



Earl Cowley to Earl Russell.—(Received April 10.) 

(No. 420.) Paris, April 9, 1865. 

% WUril reference to mv despatch No. 422 of yesterday’s dateto Urn 

means of obtaining it. j have, &c. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 28. 

Dr. Dans to Earl Russ'll. —( Received April 10.) 

25, The Cedars, Putn*y, April 7, J865. 

My Y’" , st , nu f General Sir William Cogblan t.iat the land, within the 

houuL ^ S tL Tinian cmal-fields arc situated, has been purchased by 

• No. 24 (Appeodii). 


Hassan Ali, a British subject. The purchase is, of course, made for Tier 
, „ sty’s Government. This information is based on a communication from the 
Resident of Aden, who likewise states that the French had actually commenced 
making great efforts to secure the coal-fields. Of their intention to do so I was aware, 



proved successful; and I sincerely trust that Iler Majesty* 
Government will now come to a definitive decision as to the reward to which 
Professor Sapeto and myself are entitled for an important discovery which has cost 
us so much anxiety, toil, time, and money. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. DAVIS. 


Refer him to India Office. 


Minutes. 


No answers have yet been received from India Office and Board of Trade to tin* 
letter of February 28.* 

R. 


No. 29. 

Sir J. Emerson Tennent to Mr. Hammond.—(Received April 13,1 

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade , 
Sir, Whitehall, April 12, 1865. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject, l am directed by the 
Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to transmit to you, to he laid before 
Earl Russell copy of a further communication and its inclosuro from l)r. Beke, 
respecting the coal fields of Abyssinia, and to request that they may lie informed what 
answer should be returned to Dr. Beke's inquiry. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. EMERSON TENNENT. 


Minute. 


Foreign Office have not any information to give on this subject. 
India Office. 


Refer him to 
R. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 29. 

Dr. Beke to Sir J. Emerson Tennent. 

Sir, Bekesbourne, March 31, 1865. 

OX the 8tli July, 1804,+ I had the honour to address you on the subject of two 
coal fields situate in Abyssinia, the one being within the dominions of the Sovereign 
of that country, by whom it is being worked, and the other, which lias not yet been 
utilized, lying at no great distance from the shores of the Red Sea, in a region of 
which the ownership is doubtful; and I requested to lx* informed to whom Her 
Majesty’s Government considered the territory containing the second coal field to 
belong. 

In reply, I was favoured with your letter of the 2nd September hist, stating that 
the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for trade, having communicated with the 
Foreign Office on the subject, had been informed that Lord Russell was unable to give 
any positive opinion as to the sovereignty of the territory in question; at the same 
time you intimated to me their Lordships’ desire to receive any further information on 
the subject that might reach me. 

In conformity with that intimation, I now beg leave to state, for the information 
of their Lordships, that the Government of France has recently resumed possession 

f Inclosure in No. 14 (Appendix). 
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M,„ ,o, . *. 

■ssszz&xtzg** jac-s t&sssssa 

an agent of that Govemn^t m tte y«« U» • , and English m the Eed Sea, 
mm 27 of the accompanying pamphlet, we * , J 

puMish.ll in the same year. 0 f Obokh came to the Vnowledgeoftha 

The existence of this coal in tlit vicnmy of (he attempt made in 

French expedition under Captain de J thc Bay of Adidis (Anneriey 

December 1H59 ami January , J m n ;LS U narrated in page 25 of my said 

Bay) and the Island of Disseo ( Val " n * l . lt l(1 ’,,t that thc knowledge so acquired m 
pamphlet, and them can *■»"*■” jy&t* it is contemplated by the Govern- 

ssa rss sMgiS sfe- - 

the 

express ft more definite °P in ’ < ^. whether the occupation by the Irene o 
coil field in question ; and furtht r, wn< * ons stated in page* 0, <, and -8 

rlhe sea.eoU, which ^t, ^ to *» ~ ^ ^ ^ P orte is 

of mv said pamphlet appears to fori 1 1 would in their opinion l>e likely to 


Inclosure 2 in No. 29. 

.. n. M -* »£j£ 


No. 30 . 

Mr. .Murray to -Sir J. E/nmon Tennenf. 

Foreign Office, April 17, 1865 

8ir> 1 AM directed by Earl Rnssel|l to »^nowled|e rt»of‘the°coal- 

12111 instant, inclosing a communication from Ur ^ wcr should be returned to 

wd '^"ri^U considers that Dr. Beke should be recommended 
^pplyto the India Office. I -^UES MU It RAY. 


No. 31. 

Afr. Murray to Dr Dans. 

Foreign Office, April 18,, 1865. 

»• , AM Md b, Earl «-J » •*£«»■ £ EjCfeii.” M Ita 

Instant, stating that von haw^half of Her Majesty’s Government and 

SSSSi?ta?h*it llcr H are“ed 3 for 

ii. -»- *> i—-*■ 
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that as Lord Rnssell is not aware of the circumstance to which you allude, his Lordship 

can onlv refer you to the India Office. 

J J I am, &c. 


(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 32. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond.—{Received April 20.) 

Admiralty, April 19, 1865. 

WITH reference to vour letter of the 18th instant, transmitting a cony o! a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, relative to certain coal-fields in the 
neighbourhood of Tedjara, on the west coast of the Gult of Aden, I am commanded by 
my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you will state to the Secretary ot 
State for Foreign Affairs that they consider that, if coal could be procured m this 
region, it would be of great advantage to this Government and to the French in 

facilitating their intercourse with the East. 

In order to prevent any jealousy, my Lords would recommend that, it possible, a 
joint examination of the locality should be made by competent scientific men, under the 
protection of the Governments of England and France. My Lords would be glad to bo 
informed what steps were likely to be taken for this purpose by arrangement with the 

French Government. . , ,. „ . 

My Lords would remark that the inhabitants of thc territory in question art 

amongst the most barbarous of the tribes of the coast of Abyssinia. 
b I am, See. 

(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 


Minutes. 

I low does this affect the plans and claims of Dr. Davis and of Dr. Beke ? 


These coal-fields are situated in thc very spot mentioned by Messrs. Davis and Beke. 
We have received an answer from the Board of Trade to our last reference, but none 
yet from India Office. 


India Office and Board of Trade. 


No. 33. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

gjr, Foreign Office, April 26, 1865. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 18th instant, and to former corresi>ondeitce, I 
am directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the Secretary 
of State for India in Council, a copy of a letter from the Admiralty,* to which Depart¬ 
ment the despatch from Iler Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, inclosed in my letter above- 
mentioned, was referred, stating that great advantages would result from thc working 
of the coal mines in Abyssinia; and suggesting that a joint Commission should Ik? 
appointed by the Governments of England and France for the examination of the 
locality in question. 

I "am to add that Lord Russell has communicated thc accompanying papers to the 
Board ot Trade. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


[73] 
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No. 34. 


P 


Mr. Murray to Sir J. Emerson Tennent. 

Foreign Office, April 26, 1865. 

8ir ‘ WITH reference to your letter of the 10th J^^bSbrTthe Lords 

I am directed by Earl Bussell to^ >° . of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 

of the Committee of 1 nvy Council for Tr« , I ^ Abvssinia, together with a copy of 

f ch s 

—«* — • *■ 

India Office. I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMBS MURRAY. 


No. 35. 

Dr. Davit to Earl Russell—iBtetUtd June I.) 

, 25, The Cedars, Putney, June I , 1865. 

M ’ YSm . f»~M » j- Ug-SiTw ZttZSSTZX t 

JSS“ « »—- “ i- i[ * “ 1 ~ 

entitled. I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. DAVIS. 


Minutes. 


I do not understand why Mr. Davis and Professor Sapeto are exeluded from 
reward. 


R. 


Query: Better not answer this. ^ ^ 


No. 36. 

Dr. Darns to the Earl of Clarendon.—{Received January 16.) 

_ , 4 Fondaccio S. Nicolo , Florence , January 10, 1866. 

*”.. *> SVSTSS 

those who have it in their power to render me the justly ^ ^ which I 

myself entitled, simply to form an jd , printing the details I comma- 

W: my claim. I have, then-fore, can-tally ttTOI “” 1 P n “ s • w in February 1803, 

nieated* to Karl Russell when ho ^""altention been paid to them, Iler 

details of such importance 1 have heard of British captives 

Majesty’* Government would in all proimbimy, n 

in Abyssinia. ,. ... nmaaiem that niv information was correct, I 

To prove to lus Lordship on tin desnatch vour Lordship wrote to 

^VhichM into the* hands of parties who used it for the 

purpose of frustrating British influence in that country. 

• No. 26 (Appendix). t *°- 3 4 t» ^ 
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I did this, not with a view to meddle in affairs which did not concern me, hut with 
the object of inducing Earl Russell to take a more decisive interest in the coal 
discovery. With the same object in view I wrote to his Lradriup m l***^J™t 
{ride “ Correspondence.*' p. 25), suggesting the most successful (if not then the only) 

iil an for securing the liberation of those prisoners. _ ... , . 

1 I feci confident your Lordship will give me some credit for discretion, and, perhaps, 
more so stiU when I state that I declined a proposal made to me to have the subject 
agitated in Parliament, and that to this day I have refrained from publishing my work 
™ Abyssinia, in order not to he compelled to exhibit the unenviable treatment to which 

1 ha Bu^ C the 8 exporienee X lrnvo of your Lordship’s kindness encourages me to hope that 
my present appeal to Iler Majesty's Government for justice will noUx- made ui vain. 

(Signed) N. DAMS. 


Minutes. 

I have not received the correspondence to which he alludes. Do you know 
anything of the case ? He sent me some papers a year ago, winch mane me think ho 
had not been very well used by the India Office. 

January 14, 1866. 


The inclosed is the printed correspondence referred to in Lord (larcmlon h 

Minute on the hack of Mr. Davis’s letter. . . . . , , 

llis representations respecting the discovery of coal fields in Abyssinia hay J 
referred to the India Office, with which Department he has been advised to place 

hunself m^con^rti^r hfts }ycon reived from the India Office since the nccomp^nff 
letter of August 28,1863,* in answer to one from this Office, m which it nits suggt *Aid 
that the India Office should communicate with the Admiralty on the subject, oft 

<0al The*Board of Trade have also been communicated with on this subject, but they 
stated in answer (March 10,1805),t that, so far as they were concerned, they wore not 
prepared, under existing circumstances, to recommend any action on the part ot Her 
Majesty’s Government.” . , nr . T 

Foreign Office, January 26, 1866. J ' J 


The Foreign Office have no concern with this matter, and have no power to 
interfere in favour of Mr. Davis. , „ 

January 27, 1866. 


He mav be told this ; but I adhere to my opinion, that he has not been treats 
with strict justice, and that lie has some reason to complain ot India UUlce. 

January 27, 1866. 


No. 37. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Davis. 

g . Foreign Office , February 9, 1866. 

’ I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 10th instant, inclosing your correspondence with Her Maicstv s f.mennm nt 
respecting the discovery of coal in Abyssinia, and appealing to his Lordship to sec tlu t 

I am to express to you Lore! Clarendon’s regret that he is unable to perceive boa , 
as Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, he could make any action on your lielmlf m 
a matter in which this office necessarily could have no direct concern unless applied 
too by other Departments to carry on negotiations with foreign countries, and hu 
Lordship, therefore, fears that he can only repeat what was said to you by his predecessor, 

• No. 13 (Appendix). t No. 25 (ibid). 
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, M he must refer you to the India Office, in which department the question 
"fth/c’oal fields in Abyssinia has been token up. x ^ 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 38. 

Dr. Doris la thr Earl of Clarmdon.-(IUceiv'd May 7.) 

, 13, Fondaccio 8. Spirito. Florence May 1. 11866. 

My Lord, . mm»Dondence between %our Lordship and his 

5 I WAS favoured with copuj* rdati^to^e Abyssinia coal discovery, and as 1 am 
Excellency the Marquis d K*« Ho, «l“tive« asat ; sfactorv and honourable termination, 
most anxious to see this ^oughUO a « f J lowin „ details 

I take the liberty or supplying }our Urnkl> I ; ■ toasi w as communicated to me 

Tbe fact Of the existence of coal on th^AbvMm t0 _ vour Lordship 

by Professor Sapcto in 1863. I at Wo and myself were ready to point out the 

ee s & oi— »».«-»»> - «■- > i » »—* 

of Tl .«*% m Ww >■ “r.3t ! 5SJ JttfiSM 

kindly informed me of this. I ^ «J“for Foreign fate After some corre- 
immediate communication with the Minister ! no t Professor Sapeto. or any agent 
spondencc and a lengthy interview which ^ with gri Ru-cll, the 

of his xs the Italian Minister has Deen erruu ; big Lordship furnished 

Professor and myself 8 ‘ ar ‘ c, ]... for 1 ^Xnt’of Alien' from Sir Charles Wood, and with 
me with a letter for the Political H « tcr at the Court of Turin, to enable 

another for Sir James Httdson, our esumaWe Mi^ ^ MinUtr) . for p ubUc Instruction, 
me to secure leave of absence lo * * ken with the express object to secure tor 

Her M^^yT^rnmlnt^theT Information, and in every case to purchase the coal 

<llStr Conformably to instructions the conwquence of'tlw'then existing 

he accompanied us to the African mat , ^ >V cnJl from accomplishing all we 

Mi> »>»s *• 

s.11.1. f v 5:; » rars 

with a View to enable us to examine the coa ne^ ^ tffl pcacc waI actually 

the same, tile Professor and m sdf “fvilcd t0 return to Euroi>e and leave the 
concluded ; but the Resident Aden adv ^ ^ UB on ij. t0 be «prepared 

preliminary arrangements to him or toh c “®} on He further promised, should 
to resume our deferred opera secure a large concession from the tribe, to 

the then existing exptctatmns bo fulfill^, to «c g rf traniit nd shipment 

which the country belonged, -welU “ ™ e . "^Wan then includes his Report to the 
from Ollier parties concerned. ‘ by . S;u j„ s , “ 1 trust their (Professor 

Chief Secretary of the (joumimn. of > with the assistance which my 

Sapeto’s and my own) ’^uTdlimafely reap the reward of their labour." 

successor will undoubtedly ailord they vUll l ' U r j soon after, behaving been 

We returned to Eun*^, and Ge.itenil (^.^^resNeTher I made my report to the 
recalled, and was succeeded in office . * J * . .. Q^ ice After some time l was 

Foreign Office, from ^^/‘^ffthcfaclof^lie existence of coal in the localities we 
informed by General Cogh an , . ( ] lt s j x se ams, ten or fifteen feet in thickness 

informed me that this coal was favourably 

reported on bv I>r. Forbes Wattson of W hitehaU. tUhofficer ba d the remotest idea 
‘ As neither Her Majesty s GovcrnnienU.or i ^ ^ naturaU y glad that my informa- 

ofthe existence of coal in so importa w ^> thn9 far crowne d with success. 1 had 

=“ i *" «-* “ 

utilise that discovery by means of private enterpn . 
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I „J pfSfv % l^fTan'friemd^wh^ ^tiencTwal" ven maTura'lly^Tha^Tan^ 
SHJSm t SS I. K.d '«*- «. re P OT * M. *. 

of A t n - • heen informed by General Sir William Coghlan that the coal- 

Go ^To :*»£ d A^ e 

^t.^t wbat grounds 'tlm Professor anV myself ba*d our claim for any kind 

M important'secret to a Minister of the Crown; tW.we took a long and 

be made in vain. j liavC| &c . 

(Signed) N. DA\ IS. 


Minutes. 


A memorandum on the whole case. ^ HAMMOND. 

May 5, 1866. 


So far as the Foreign Office is concerned there is nothing to he added to the letter 

0f %flhteSy against the India Office, and we are helpless to do anything 

in the matter. J. M. 

May 7, 1866. ____ 

If Mr. Davis’statement i. correct, he hat been treated with great inju^ce^nd 

though his claims are not cognizable by Foreign Office, yet he is no * S„ exi>ecliti on 

in addressing us, as it was by Lord Russell’s instructions that heimdcrUMik the 
and I desire to assist him in obtaining a fair investigation of h.s case Send hi«f li tter 
to India Office. Stale the above ; refer to printed correspondence; and l feel sure that 


[73] 
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Lord de Grev will concur with me as to the propriety of not leaving the case as it at 
present stands. n 

May 11, 1866. \ u 


No. 39. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Merivale. 

gj r Foreign Office, May 16, 1866. 

WITH reference to mv letter of the 26th of April of last year, and to former 
correspondence, I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you herewith a 
copy of a letter from Dr. Davis,• urging his and Dr. Sapeto’s chum to a reward for 
services rendered in connection with the discovery of coal-fields m Abyssinia. I am 
likewise to transmit to you a printed copy of the corres 5 ce which has passed 
between Dr. Davis and Her Majesty’s Government, and to r« , that you w ill inform 
Earl do Grey and Itipon that Lord Clarendon conceives that Dr. Davis has been 
treated with injustice; and although the claims are not cognizable by this Office, yet 
as Dr. Davis undertook the exjiedition to Abyssinia under Earl Russell s mstructions. 
Lord Clarendon desires to assist him in obtaining a fair investigation of his ease ; and 
his Lordship feels sun* that Lord de Grey will concur with him as to the propriety ol 
not leaving the matter as it now stands. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 40. 

Dr. Davis to the Earl of Clarendon .— (Received July 2.) 

Mv Lord, 13, Fondacio S. Spirito, Florence, June 27, 1866. 

ON the 1st of last May 1 had the honour of addressing your Lordship at some 
considerable length on the subject of the Abyssinian coal discovery. 

In that communication l stated the grounds on which Professor Sapeto and myseli 
base our claim for compensation; and l now write to beg Her Majesty 's Government 
to take those claims into consideration, and grant us the reward to which we have 

every reason to believe ourselves fully entitled. 

* I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. DAVI8. 


Minutes. 

What Ix'cumo of his letter of May 1 ? I think I made a Minute to refer it to the 

India Board. r 

July 1, 1866. 

Mr. Davis’ letter of May 1 was referred to the India Office, May 1866, but 
no answ er has yet been returned to it. But on communicating privately with Mr. Kay, 
an answer is promised to-morrow. 

Foreign Office , July 2, 1866. A L ‘ 


No. 41. 

Dr. Davis to Lord Stanley, July 22, 1867. 





• No. 38 (Appendix). — J 
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Minutes . 


t *fc« Dav “ b* 8 9eTeral ti™ 68 becn told that his claim should be decided by the 
India Office. J 


No correspondence with that Department has taken 
Memorandum was written (February 12, 1867). 

Foreign Office, July 23, 1867. 


place since the annexed 


A. L. C. 


The India Office have never answered our letter of May 16, 1866, although they 
were privately reminded on July 2, and promised an answer the next day. 

Foreign Office, February 12, 1867. H.’C. ELIOT. 


No. 42. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Davis. 


Sir, 


Foreign Office , July 29, 1867. 


I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
22nd instant, respecting the claim which you have preferred against Her Majesty’s 
Government in connection with the discovery of coal in Abyssinia"; and 1 am to repeat 
to you w hat, by L>rd Clarendon’s directions, I stak'd to you on the 9tli of February of 
last year, namely, that this Office cannot enk*rtain the matter, and that the consideration 
of your claim rests entirely with the India Office. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY.. 










